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Ringed Plovers
by Robert Gillmor

I sketched this Ringed Plover family in early July,
at the RSPB Titchwell Reserve on the north Norfolk coast.
The male was attempting to brood two of the four chicks
although they were really too large.
The less well-marked female stood nearby with what
I chose to read as a tolerant and slightly amused expression.
R.G.
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The Stone-curlew is one of our rarest breeding birds,
confined mainly to the Breckland of East Anglia and
Wessex. In July I had one of my most memorable
ornithological experiences when I was privileged to
spend three hours in a hide, forty feet from the nest
of these shy and secretive birds. The time sped by
as I sketched the pair, marvelling at their huge

and piercing, nocturnal eyes.

Pair of Stone-curlews
Watercolour by Robert Gillmor
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After our move in March, one of the first birds to
visit our garden was a fine cock Brambling. It fed
with Chaffinches on seeds spilt by other birds
using feeders hanging from an old apple tree on
the lawn. They made welcome splashes of colour
before Spring brought unexpected delights to the
borders and from around the base of the tree.

Brambling and Chaffinches
Watercolour by Robert Gillmor
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I sperkt a glorious aftermoon watching this

Aviwﬁnﬁly, the first to ap ean’%

RSPB Thdwell Reserve this year The female
was still broo)img the last cﬁé)c,.e o hatch
while three others tottered about, exploring a
ow feet around the nest. My base for a week
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overtooks t:‘zy ,%?fm_ Ros x Derek tibbert
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These three wings were partofa

larger flock ,Lifgting in brig}kt az[g

morning sun. | made the drawing
om the Parrinder hide at the RSPB’

Titchwell Reserve in north Norfolk.

1t was around 8-0am on a brilliant
September day and the birds stayed

qufeb@; on the muddy spit for over

an hour allowing me time to finish
the painting. e fu;g
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Lapwings by Robert Gillmor
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This was painted early one May morning
on the first of three visits this year to the
R S P B Titchwell Reserve in North Norfolk.
As usual, | stayed at the Briarfields Hotel
which overlooks the Reserve. Sue joined me

there in July when we were completing
pictures for our joint exhibition at the
OLd Butchers Bookshop and Gallery in Cley.
This was held during our family holiday
in the village in August. g
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BROODING AVOCET
Watercolour by Robert Gillmor
Painted in the Parrinder Hide on the RSPB Reserve at Titchwell, N. Norfolk, May 1992.
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Avocet brooding, sketched in May 1991 at
the RSPB’s reserve at Titchwell, north
Norfolk. This, and many others, will be
included in an exhibition of bird drawings
by Robert, and landscape pastels by Susan,
to be held at the Wildlife Art Gallery,
Lavenham, in October 1992.
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ROBERT GILLMOR
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