


: Defo;esté—&i—t_m- a big
 threat to human life

From RAZIA ISMAIL
Express News Service

BUCHAREST, Aug 17.
. Wanton  deforestation: of they
Indian subdontivient and the flgod
menace that natrally  follows in
its wake  has been denounced as
one of the three ‘major manmade
natural “calamities that threaten the
planet’s capacity  to support Iife,
- The. American:  Geronomist. Mr
Lester Brown,' has binpointed  this
factor' /' along  with overfishing of
oceanic. - resources’ and progressive
expansion of the Sauth Saharan
desert fringes as mounting dangers
to human’ survival in face of popu-
lation = growth and demands for
food and “other essential” commo-
dities.

Mr Brown was one of the spea-
kers raising population and resour-
Ces- policy . issues on  the eve of
World  Population Conference here.

Warning that the ecological bal-
ance of vast regions was being up-
Set ~of . available resources, -the
a8rononist  said the 1973 “flondsin |
Palkistan ' and the  present terrible
floeds in India and Bangladesh could
be directly traced to the uncont-
rolled felling: of trees fop fuel Un-
checked and  entirely: avoidible
erosion’ was beconing serious men-
ace' to land: resources resulting in
1ot only loss of crops but huge los-
s€s due to to regular flood damage.

The situation in Indla %ad stea~
dily ~ worsened ~ over the last 20
years. Mr Brown said because of
the rising demand for fuel wond.
He did not refer directly to cutting
of forests to. make way for farm ecul-
tivation but said the viciens chain
of ‘deforestation; erosion and flood-
Mg was jeopardising ‘the  entire
food producing potential of the
subcontitient. : ?




_OUR VANISHING
FORESTS

B, . G. 8. RANGANATHAN right-
ly’ draws ‘attention to the need’ for
a mors vigorous forest policy (January
9). Unfortunately, while exortations
tare 'made for the preservation of for-
ests,  simultapeously  depletion  and
releass of forest land for agriculture
and other purposes continie.

Mr, C. Subramaniam, Union Minister
for Planning, issued z strongly worded
note to the States in August on the vital
need to conserve and augment the
country’s forest wealth. But State gov-
ernments give such ‘a low priority to
forest protection and . preservation of
trees, generally, that the chief conserva-
tors are powerless to arrest the decline.
in Bihar, for example, the government
(has released nealy 30,000 acres of forest
laud in recent years, and there is still
'a ‘mounting pressure for the release of
imore land.

What can be achieved by vigorous
action in the field of forestry is de-
{monstrated by Israel. In the 30 years
preceding the “birth of the State of
Israel, 3,000 hectares had been reforest-
ed. From 1948 to 1969, the area had
increased more than tenfold, and today
the area of man-made forest is 44,500
hectares out' of a total forest area of
80,000 hectares. i

7u~‘m 'FUTEHALLY
SRS Bombay




Forests

ORESTRY, which is the |

copscrvation  and - con-

trolled use of the forest, |

has been practised for

nearty a thousand years in Eulope|
and the beneficial effects of forest) |
part

cover have. been known and are
of the tradition and culture of
people there.

the

Torests influence = climate, hold the
soil, conserve moisture and prevent or
minimise floods. 1t is also knewn that
forests,  ‘vegetation and  ‘plankton, by
photo-synthesis. —provide the earth’s
supply of oxygen and: control the quan-
tity ~ of carbon - dioxide in the atmos-
phare: p

With the enormous inerease in in-
dustrial ractivity in the: past few ‘years,
a sharp rise has beem noticed (in 'the
percentage of ‘carbon dioxide. A drastic
increase of carbon. dioxide in the at-
mosphere could affect the radiation. from
the sun which may resuiti in the mel-
ting of the polar ice ~caps. If - this
should “happen. the consequent rise of
the ocean level would - inundate most
coastal cities in the ‘world. Scientists are
very worried, therefore, that' the denu-
dafion of forests and thel pollution of
rivers leading to the destruction of
plankton in the oceans may -seriously
affect human existence,

Sound principles of land use, arising
from long experience backed by much
experimental work, require a minimbm
one-third of ihe area of land to  be
under forest. In the i.S.A.- France,
Germany and - the USSR, it is mofe
than this. In Japan ‘it 1S as “high-as
68%.

India’s Fourth Five-Year Plan 'states
the objectives, - targets and = -outlays
for forests. There appear to be @ three
main objectives: a) ‘to ' ‘increase the
productivity of  forests,” b) ‘to. link
forest development with 'various  forest-
based industries,. and ¢) to
forests as a  support to
economy.

The Plan report states that  forests
occupy 23% of the land .area of India.
This is much less than the minimum

the ' - rural

recommended” and ‘it is doubtful if we
have even this much left; certamly not |

in the Indo-Gangetic plain or south of
it

In evaluating forests, the Plan report
that fprestrylogging “contributes |
only 1.2% of the net demestic product. |
The average production’annumihectare is |

states

0.53 cu. metres,  compared to 2 cu.

‘ metres which is the world ‘avérageé. The |
aim is to increase’production by plan- |

ting fast-growing species of trees;

On “irrigation and flood contrel, the
Plan report refers to the follawing work:
constraction of |
“embankments; b) |
construction. ¢f <9,200° km. of drainage |

having been done: )
6,900 km. of i new

channels,. ¢} 178  fown ' /protection
schemes, and “d) raising’ 4.587 villages
_above the flocd fevel;

develop |

DhE ouitlayi - in’ TUheT previous  Plan
was *Rs. 153 crores’ for flood  control
drainage, waterlogging” ' and anti%sea.r,j
erosion: “Rs. .50 ~ erores is to .bc'spent'»‘
on continuing ¢ schemes. In- ‘the soil}

Jconservation ~ programme in 13 miver

valley catchment areas up. to 1968-69,
: at
=-costeof Rs. 23 crores. It is proposed
h(‘ new prni-:cgz

the agricuks

17,100 0. km. hag ‘been ' ‘treated”

o

g A afforexy
; Was It UDEEY|
What species’ escelc, grown? Waim
this aftec a prapes=study of the  soif |
sudointhor. conditions? . Why -is ﬁz:g},
such lijtle- publicity on this vitally inf-|
portant -and- interesting work? Why is
it not mentioned in the section” on’ for-
estsin the Plan repori? g
Statistics’ are- ya'uable provided  they: |
are dependable. The method of collec- !
ting dafa must be ‘examined carefully
to -ensure; their correctness.. The 'state-
ment, for example, thaf forests occupy
23% of the land area of Indiais suspect
because. the evidence appears to be to
the ‘contrary. This figure ‘could be from |

30 or 40-year-old forest records. The
Jand ‘may still be classified under '‘the
forest - department  but a‘large postion
of it is mnow either cultivared, semi-
desert or desert. Are up-to-date
showing forest areas- available? They
should” be for contrel purposes.. ~An
easy way of ‘checking existing. maps
could ‘He: through ~aerial’ photographs;
perhaps even fromr the earth satellites,

The objectives outlined - in the ' Plan
indicate that ~the. most valuable roles
played by “the forest have been ovei-
fooked. The ~true functions of - forests
are: 1. they produce oxygen and reduce
catbon  dioxide: 2. they prévent . soil
erosion;; protect: ~ headwaters of rivers
and prevent or minimise floods; 3. they
have - a beneficial effect .on elimate by
attracting rain; 4. they ‘provide timber;
5. they provide habitat for wildlife; and
6: they provide areas for: recreation.

Forests recede before the onslaught of
the ‘mounting population’ who are  per-
mitted to occupy: forest land:- for culti-
vation -and ‘who help themselves to
timber ‘and firewood from ‘the  forest.
Rules are difficult to-enforce”  because
politicians need the votes of - the peop's
and: find it much “easier to permit the
clearing of a forest than to sell to the
people the idea that forests represent
the couniry's wealth; that they sustain
the ' fertility - and “preductiviv of -adja-
cent land by protecting’ it from erosion
and by conserving moisture. it

The removal of forests can lead “to
the creation of deserts. A ‘large propor-
tion  of the deserts in the world “are
man-made, All this! is part of history
and is knowledge which should be used
for the benefit of the people.

0aps



As things are today in India;, it is
inevitable ~that the remaining forests
will come under even grealer pressurgss
They provide a source of cheap fueF
to the poor who form the preponderant

| majority. " But villages are being elec-
trified and if ‘the government should
make subsidised eleciric’ power available
for .cooking, this would pronde an. al=~
ternative to firewood and save the forest
to perform its vitally beneficent role.

| Cow dung, too, which is being  used
as fuel, would 7w return to the land
to enrich it as it should:

Forests are the habitat of wild ani-
mals. People ‘are hcgmnmg to reckon
wildlife as part of  ‘their ~valuable
tharitage: The East African countries
(Kenya,  Uganda, Tanzania) - curreptly
earn - annually close” to Rs. 100 crores
of foreign exchange (this is double the
amount - that . India < earns through
tourism) from their wildlife sanctuaries.

Foresis in all:developed ¢ountries are
considered < important assets for the
recreation they prmldc to people who
wish to eontemplate the  beauty = of
nature. Even in a poor country — like
India such recreational facilities must
be given: due importance. The educa-
tional value, too, must not -be ignored.
India needs more biologists, zoologists,
botanists,. environmental scientists, and

i forests are their training ground.

Experiments candlcted on the water
run-off from land with - vegetation and
without indicate that ten times as mu;h
soil is washed away when there is no
vepetation' to hold the top  soil. It
does not-take many monsoons to remove

- the top soil and with it the fertility of
[#1and that is laid bare.: When ihe soil
i.7has  all been ‘washed away nm;.moun!
I of fertilizer ‘will smake the #and pro- .

ductive. Politicians caw win \-otec
; by the of’f::r of Wwaste:

be madc awat :
action fo stop the. thoughtlesi dcstmc-
“tion of -forestsi=Furthermore,: aﬂorcsta-
tian programmes must be spelt out in
defail and “must be implemented only
alter they have been intelligently dis-
cussed, Oraanisations  like the -Bombay
Natoral - History Society - shonld co-
ardinate the efforts of $imilar societies
and “offer their services to the govern-
ment to draw up a well-considered plan
for the proper development of Indms
forest resources.

G S Ranganathan
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: Sn'.—-There was heartening news
’l‘he Hindustan Timeés, August 19)
Fabout the brave women of Cha-
li,- Garhwal, who in a heroic
nner prevented the felling and
tﬁnR away. of the trees, Hats
“them. These people are
tter mformed about the value of

.danger of un-. ing: t

cal and ecolo,
‘Trees are the
| to breathe. It

It is time ¢

~of our forest alth
- solve hundreds of ‘pro
food, fuel, -floods, droi
energy crisis, only i
the importance of pla
ticularly ;
“hills. The -

“{o some extent, by sun
ciousness --Yours etc., =

P
DAV Col]ege,
‘Amritsar. August’ 21
1
Slr——I went through Fow
torial “Flood and drought to
{The Hindustan Times,
with great interest.
You have very correc
nosed the causes of " il :
- drought and offered  suggestions
to lessen their frequency. In only
one' sentence “Drought and floods
are basxcally two sides of the same
¢oin—,” you have spelt  out the
whole philosophy of conservation.
Droughts or ﬂoods will continue to
haunt Indla the coin of anti-
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- Soil conservation steps

~ sought for Gobindsagar

From S. *. Banyal Hindustan Times Correspondent

- CHANDIGARH, Sept. 23—While Pradesh for the soil conservation |
urging the Central. Government to programme  in the Sutlej eatch- |
take up soil  conservation  /pro- ment area and Bs 50 lakhs for
grammes on a war footing in the similar  measures in  the Beas
Gobindsagar lake catchment area, catchment area.
the Bhakra Management Board has He had emphasised that s'mcei
seontested the Himachal Govern- the Hintachal Government was not|
- ment’s claim that the beneficiary | t0 be benefited from these mea- |
~ States of Punjab, Haryana and | sures, the cost should either be |
Rajasthan should bear the entire | met by the Union Government or‘
cost of the measures to be under- | by the three beneficiary States.
gaken by the Himachal Pradesh Although the Union Govemmenti

Government. has not yet taken any decision. on
In a letter to the then Union | Dr Parmar’s request, Bhakra Man-
_Minister for Power and Irrigation, | agement Board_authorities have |
. br K. L. Rao, last year, Himachal | expressed digsatisfaction on e
Chief Minister Y. S. Parmar de- work, so far, done by the Himachal
mandeg that at least, Rs 70 lakhs Pradesh Government to arrest soil
ghould’be allotted to Himachal erosion in the catchment ared.
5 During the last 14 years, there has
been brisk construction activity in
the catchment area. With the re-
sult that the Govindsagar lake has
become greatly vulnerable to silt-

ing.

A spokesman of the BMB ftold
| this correspondent today it
be wrong to suggest that G
sagar lake’s life had been
by 250 years due to silting.
must be a guess work: by the
“arm-chair experts’. As a matter

of silting had not

initial years
1965, the quan
down to 23970 cu
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lent Valley is saved

J
By Gautam Shiveshwarkar

NEW DELHI: The Silent V i
oy al-- the hydel project w Ay : i
et Se e et L) proj as initially 'iu)JrsA \;.velgcgf?eféict‘jche De.co—system:
. { F : ; l 5 ‘
have irretrievably damaged the al&ncmac?ment&f and felling fect; iii) Viabilityl)of ;;teaclilgg cfé— i
ecolagy of this rare virgin for. ng the fringes in recent years pends on the total it- |
est, hiss, oW been batned by {ﬁwe affected the continuity of able habitat; iv) Miarfiilaiaff i
?;ﬁ?g: ‘g gg(rihlof Prime Minister esfatégrﬁztxfé mﬁ efgg ; gatr};i:x;\:m latéon )is vital for specie sugfgg:i
. : : ea and v) Having a larg
which have in parts of t - i 8.8 arae.tract -
S SR e pth f the plate- tropical forest, it is unlikely the
v followed ¥ e climatic ve- dest i
the recommendation to dam the getation, replacing it with fire- tl?z rfuctlon o small e s
Kunthipuzha river so as to bring maintained, secondary  grass signif?ggt‘é lwould el
¢ | power to Kerala. Environmeu- lands. - the opposit e L W
talists fought tooth and nail t The rivers in the valley fl s e e
save the forest and finally WonO gently and the typical eyﬂtai?": i e P
giving the Silent Valley a new SieP-like edge effect alonkg‘ the ?;)ﬂjt%lnS e e
lease of life, shoreline provides micro-habi- lthewin%le:git;hgf tﬁnamt;telnance £
tats for the a” 1 P o
| I1n T e ffjluna - . ‘Even the ecological niches and
Involx_fed, e chn e ;f e‘ :at_t{re of the tropt- source:food-webss, responsible
ot e el s m fne~t is the; high leyei for their sustenance need to be
S Rl D e el of organic productivity and bio- Probed. ‘
o el ol B }t?ia?s 1w}ulc‘h help  to maintain Impact of hydel project:
R il T};gl evels of specie diversity. The ecological profile will have
Bt BTG X gienon, e picrion h e Sfent ey - ndente o ranl” 0
anning Commission 1 e Fto the SHENtVANEY 45 oot o gesbhe-hydel-—-pross
I ofg o DnélSSl%n under t}le an unique example of anc%em ject, and an obvious impact will be
aes partment of En- tropical. flota. and fau through the submergence of = 500
ironment. The report was pub- tial for undesstand na €essell- hectares of the valley forest in-
lished in Dec., 1982. and evolutiorf anofngthteh elgé%gin St 2 el
: ! = / lan- eco-system ing in T ion
thThe committee “pointed  out MaIaysu_m-Austrahan flora .... of habitat slirzegu‘atxllrc’ib <:)1;cilee:sdlii?€$f !
at much of this Valley remain- e entire valley at all levels sity. " =
ed to be unexplored scientifically romM its floor to its highest point _ The reservoir will have great '
":’d there were “information is an invaluable whole”. impact on the ecology throughout||
gaps with regard to ecological Some scientists reported that, ontinys?®. on page 19

regimes in the Western Ghats, < :
ldr;gfr-l{)o?-es oftnatural habitats, gue,dendemlc, rare and endan- ; 1
ribution patterns and ende- 5°¢ B e Ol dinhd S. i,
ilent valley |
T |
|

the valley contains several uni-'—— s

micity of the species”, 1‘his. The committee noted that
such unique specimens may :

The report stated the valley be found in oth i 2
}J'].i;ga}l, blecaqsg of its isolation does not rule ()Str ﬁ?fﬁ’e kilgpg;]ts IS SaVEd

- térf?)rc]r;lcne“nh settlements and in- ance of the silent valley,
il e nétuﬁflnmztlllialngd its It stressed that the submergi-
U ess, 1} the sup- ble areas’ riparian (riverine) |the plateau. However eome mom
arca of 500 hee- habitat is an important constity- | bers of the committee stated that

Continued from page 17

rares
, about 80 per cent of the ent of the forest eco-system. this will be confined to one corner
and it was pointed out the reser

b C d -~ % 3 1 1 1t the UL
u f
ees. have bee]l leal e after It poin ed out five main di voir will be loca’ ed a south

' western corner, |
There were many differing view
points among the members, who
by and large were of the opinion
that the hydel preject would affect
the ecological systemof: ihe valley,
Those opposing this point of view
{iiated the hydel project was lm-
perative for Rerala, and beli‘ttled’[
the importance of 'the Valley’s
’micm-habitat’s destruction because
i of the project, .
The projeet’s first stage is estl
' mated to cost Rs 58 crore with an
energy potential of 522 MU per
| year. The investment comes to HS
1.1 per kiloWatthour and the cost
per KWh to 12.1 paise only, thus
making it highly attractive.
The members of the Committee
were; Prof. M, G. K. Menon Chair-
man of the Committee, Member.
Planning  Commission; Prof. A,
Abraham; Dr T. N. Ananthakrisn:
nan: Dr Madhav Gadgil; Dr H K
Jain; Mr N, Chandrasekharan Naur,
Mr K. Thrivikraman Nair; Dr
Raghavan Nambiar; Prof. A, K
Sharma and Aq 2iip Ko Biswas |
(Department. of % sment) who
was the S€retary .0 0 Com-
mittee, pa : =




Question: Comment upon the statement, "In times to the
natural ecosystems (Natural Biotic Communities)
would be available only in the national parks
and the Wild-life areas,"

Man is cutting down the valuable forest wealth of
the world for his small needs,; without realizing the great
hidden loss by his action., The poor people cut them down
because that will be an easy way to live. The s0 called

educated people cut them down to cultivate crops or make
roads or to get timber., These are surely beneficial but

they don't think of the loss caused by this., Many animals
like Lion, Elephants are driven away by this., Many animals
which cannot live without forest have become extinet. The
trees are also lost, Rains will decrease; Floods will
increase. All these will not stop unless man stops des-
troying forest wealth., Now a days persons are realizing
this. So they are leaving large forest grounds and hunting
and chopping wood is banished there. There Are national
parks; By this man is trying to preserve the forest wealth,
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£ ﬂae peace the old shrine '-i~
Bt Blzdxmdh may Shankamchwrya 4

Accotding to Mr Chan S
Bhatt, a Sarvodava leader of Chini
an. action  committee has -

&d, in' Badrinath to pres
Jayashree  Trust into acwpt
déemand far: pieserving the |

"9y litural’ characteristics of the old. e
which is 'believed to hive besn de-1
signed by -Molaram, a farons. Garh-

wali ‘painter and sculptor.

Lig

(entrance hall).
be demolished,
that the trust’s = engineers haw no

business: to damage the ardntectural
beauty of the old temple.

! done.if experts of the Archae
¥ 016 ical
Sutvey of India are' consulted. 5

cempleted by 1976, Buildifg opera-
tions Nave beeén going on for the  fast

Bl'ld& Tenoyating  the temple, but 'the
penple of Chamoli district resent . the
atlempt.to create ‘a new temple after

needs “to be repaired z\nd renova!ed

Jand conserved

tolerate the destruction of the  old

{temple.. They Will Jaunch a: movemerit |

aEi e pristise purity of  the Sahisecy t
mxti‘ of ' the o]d temple 15 tempercd
wi

Citizens of  Badrinath have. becn :
shacked ' by the - demolition. by she | 4
Jayashree . Trust 'of sabha mandap'
They fear ‘that the
whole Badrinath complex, uibc?l g
singhdwar (the main gate) may" 500m

Mr. Bhatt, who had come to Luck-
now, to meet the Chief Minister, Mr. |
H. N. Bahuguna, and request him 1oty
save the, old Badrinath temple, says |y

Mr. Bhatt demands .that the' sabha ||
mandap, : demolished by the Jayashree
Trust, be véconstructed: = This can el

The mew' temple is expected to! bﬂ,

Atwo " years. No one objects o’ the

pulling  down  the old, shrine,: whxch;

\Badrmath rex}ovygtmn plan

TL )

‘lgnores’ basm facmrs

s “The Times of lndxa” News Service

DEHRA DUN, October 1.

HE architectural design  adopted
| by the Jaishree Trust for the re-
)nmdnon of ‘the Badrinath Temple has
nothing in common with the Uttara-
|khand tradition.

This point is. made by the Director-
General @f the Archaeological Survey
of India, Dr. M, N. Deshpande, ‘in
his report submitted to the government
after an on-the-spot investigation.

He points out that if the trust is
allowed to go ahead with the work
it will involve the pulling down  of
“Simha Dwara,”’ = Shankaracharya’s
“gaddi,”’ “Bhog Mandi,” the kirtan
hall and perhaps the offices of = the
temple committee at the' rear.

One of the four mmportant shrines
in the country consecrated by the Adi
Shankaracharya in the eighth century,
the Badrinath, Temple is situated at
an altitude, of 3,084 metres in  the
Chamoli district of Uttarakhand.

The steadily increasing number of
pilgrims prompted the temple com-

mittee to think of expanding the pre-
mises. The uoultyard of ‘the temple
was also showing- signs of  sinking.
Crevices #had’ devel opud in the walls
of the ‘‘Simha Dwara.”” But because
of paucity of funds, the committee
could not take up renovation work.

After Mr. G. D, Birla visited Badri-
nath in 1971, the “Jaishree Trust ex-
pressed its willingness to renovate the
temple. On February 25, 1971, the
temple committee adopted a resolution
entrusting the work to the trust with-
out secking to approve its plans prior
to execution.

Within six months, architects of the
trust dismantled parts of the temple
complex and started constructing a
shrine patterned after temples built
by the Birlas in other parts of the
country. The architects wanted to in-
crease the temple’s. height from 8.5
| metres to 20.3 mietres in consonance
with the Opssa design. This, atord-
ing to Dr. Deshpande, will not “hai-
monise with the historical and archi-
tectural traditions of Uttarakhand.”

Controversy cropped up as the rg-
novation work progressed. The dis-
content among the Tocal people assum-
ed the form of an 1g1!at10n in April
following the reopening of the shrine.
When the controversy fignred in'ithe
vidhan sabha, the Chief Mimster, Mr.
BN Bahuguna, announced the dici-
sion to appoint o high-powered n-
quiry - commitiee, |

The Chief Secretary ordered §‘np~
page of renovation work “on July 110
and asked ' the Director-General /of
the Archacological\Survey of India to
mve.suync the matter, Dr. Deshpande™
i

submitted. his. report to the /govern-
ment on August 8,

Dr. Deshpande alsa points’ out:'in
his report that the temple commitiee
had ‘left the work *‘almost entirely to
the wishes of the Jaishree Trust, it
does not appear to have fully compre-
hended the consequences of the renes
yation, ' If the 'present; plan isi given |
effect to, it will result in pulling down
the  “Simha “Dwara'’ as ithe entrance
portico cannot be accommodated with-
in the available space and the side por-
ticos at the opening of ‘the ‘Sabha
Mandap” and  the “Ardha Mandap”
will have no room for people to moye
about.

The trust has not so far given de-
tails of the renovation plan. lts chair-
man told the inquiry committee set up
by the state government: “We ‘want
to complete this work in a  ; phased -
manner. The work may confinue be-
yond 19767 He could not say how
much! money would 'be required. Of
the Rs. 12 lakhs earmarked for the
first phase, he pointed out, about that
Rs. 10 lakhs had already been spenti

Geological experts say that the
architects have not . taken into ac-
coumt two basic factors before un-
dertaking the massive  construction
work. They arve doubtful whether the
proposed 20.3-metre-high temple will
be able to withstand high ' velociiy |
winds and freguent avalanches which/
bave damaged many buildings near
the temple in recent years.

The plattorm on which the  temple
stands is being eroded by the ‘Alak-
nadda. A  six-metre lcavity has deve-
loped on/the ‘river bank with' the re-
sult that a portion of the temple. pre-
mises has sunk.

The architects of the:trust have also |
failed to take into account the weight-
bearing capacity of the. soil on’ which
the foundation of the renovated tem-
ple is ‘to stand. ‘The ftrust evxdently

had “not soubht exp;art Vi cplmoﬂ on

tHese points.: %

The trust’s archlte»ts have alrea ¥y
constructed a six-metre’ concrere ) wall
covering the “Garbha ‘Griha” on all
sides and the gap between the old and
the new temple has hceu filled with
concrete,

One of the basic change.ﬁ ‘made by
the trust ‘is the conversion from the

“tricrath” to the '“panch rath’’ style
If the structure put up by the trust is
to be demolished, some "experts feel,
there is a danger of the ‘existing Bd-
drinath Temple giving way. For the
present the half-built structure is being
covered with tin sheets so that snow-

fall in the winter does not damage the
shrine.




