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Introduction

The liberating potential of education has been widely discussed by numerous researchers in the
recent years. Indeed, a large body of empirical evidences demonstrates how female literacy can be a
t powerful social indicator. In this context, India's progress in literacy has been tremendous during the last
* five decades. However, a feature that remains consistent in the literacy situations in India is the existence
b of large dispanties in literacy achievements between different sections of populations, based on gender

and residence. Moreover, despite changing absolute levels in literacy, the relative positioning of various

states has remained remarkabtly unchanged.! The present study attempts to explore, evenifin a relatively

advanced locale such as Maharashtra, this:stability continues to prevail. We are particularly interested in

interrogating the historical embeddedness of the phenomena and the space and gender interface in
z sex disparifies in literacy. - :

For the first time cfter independence, the absolute number of the illiterates has gone down in
2001. It declined from 328.16 lakh fo 296.20 lakh. The rate of literacy in India increased from 17 per cent in
1951 to 65 per cent in 2001. This increase has been even more dramatic for the temale literacy that
increased from 8 per cent to 54 per cent during the same period. Female literacy for 2001 is comparable
to 1991 level for males. Three-fourth of the male and more than half of the female population aged 7+
are literate in the country today. With the faster growth of female literacy rate, the gap between the
male cnd female literacy is fast becoming narrower (Table 1).

TABLE |
Growth of Literacy in India 1951-2001

Year i Toral Male Female Sex Disparity
1951 16.67 24.95 %93 ; 0.54
1961 24.02 34.44 1295 0.48
1971 29.45 39.45 18.69 0.38
3 1981 36.23 46.89 24.82 0.33
; 1991 42.49 52.68 32.52 ! 0.27

} 2001 65.38 75.85 54.16 | 0.22
Note: Literacy rate for 1951, 1961. 1971 and 1981 related to population aged 5 and above. Literacy rate of 1991 and 2001 related to population aged 7
and above.

 The Regional Scene

The country level data masks large variations across states and locations. The proverbial BIMARU
states of Bihar, Madhya Pradesh. Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh still stand out clearly as the region with
literacy levels lower than the national average accompanied with high sex disparities. This pattern
4 remains uniform for rural and urban areas. Also, despite an overdll increase in literacy over the decades,
the relative positions of the states have not shifted much. Among the major Indian states, Kerala is ahead
of all the states throughout the period from 1981-2001 in terms of both male and female literacy and
declining sex disparity. Goa and Maharashtra maintained _their second and third positions respectively,
whereas the backward states of Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Orissa have moved downward. (Tables 2 and
3]
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TABLE 2 e
Major States Ranked According to Male Literacy in India 1981-2001

1981 1991 2001
,SrOfeS -Male Rank ,Mofe Rank Male -
Kerala 87.73 1 93.62 1 94.2
Goa 76.01 2 83.64 2 88.88 2
Maharashtra 69.65 3 76.56 3 86.27 3
Tamil Nadu 68.05 4 73.75 5 82.33 5
Gujarat 65.14 5 = 73:13 6 80.5 6
Himachal 64.27 6 75.36 4 86.02 4
West Bengal 5993 7 67.81 9 77.58 8
Karnataka 58.73 8 T 67.26 8 76.29 11
Haryana 58.51 9 691 7 79.25
Orissa 56.45 10 63.09 N 75.95
Punjab 55.56 Bk 65.66 10. 75.63
M. P. 48.42 12 ,58.42 12 77.33
u. P 47 .45 i3 55.73 13 70.23
A.P. 46.83 14 55.13 14 70.85
Bihar 46.6 15 52.49 16 64.13
Rajasthan 44.77 16 54.99 15 76.46
TABLE 3
Maijor States Ranked Accoerding to Female Literacy in india 1981-2001 :
Eae 1981 100/ [ 2001
I Stotes T

Female Rank Femaie Rank ; female
Kerala 75.65 1 86.17 ] [ 87.86 ]
Goa 55.17 2 67.09 2 7551 2
Maharashtra 41.01 3 0232 3 67.51 4
Tamil Nadu . 40.43 4 31233 5 64.55 S
Punjab 39.70 5 50.41 3 63.55 6
Gujarat 38.46 6 48.64 7 58.40 8
Himachal 37.72 7 5213 4 48.08 <
West Benga! 36.07 8 46.56 8 60.22 7
Karnataka 33.17 9 44.34 9 57.45 %
Haryanao 26.93 10 40.47 10 56.31 10
Orissa 25.14 1 34.68 11 50.97 13
A P 24.16 12 32.72 12 51.17 13
M. P. 19.00 13 .28.85 13 50.28 1
U. P. 17.19 14 25.31 14 42.98 15
Bihar 16.52 15 22.89 15 36.47 16
Rajasthan 14.00 16 20.44 16 44.34 14

Source: Census of India, 1981,

1991; Pimary Census Abstract. Census of India, 2001. Provisional Population Totals.
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TABLE 4

Sex Disparity in Literacy Rate in India, 1981-2001

States

India

Andhra Pradesh
Bihar

Goa

Gujarat

Haryanag
Himachal Pradesh
Karnatakao
Kerala

Madnya Pradesh
Maharashtrg
Orissa

Punjab
Rajasthan

Tamil Naduy

Uttar Pradesh
West Bengal

~ Source: Based on 1981, §

¥

§

In Focus: Maharashtrg

Among the major states,
literacy rate of 77.27 per cent T
decade, which is described as the
increase in rural literacy is even m
declining. The rurgl liferocy increased by I5.:
points. Rurai Maharashtra witnessed relatively r
the past two decades (Jeejebhoy 1993: 28). Anot
number of literates js increasing much faster than th

iteracy rate, the corres

). Sex disparities between male and
orrelation. The Corre!oﬁon‘coefficients
nd 0.98 respectively. What is bej
€ and the female literates. Although

y in 2001, it still occupies dismal position among all the states

Analysis of Literacy Trends &7

(r=0.97 and
ponding

ng demonstrated is the
Rajasthan improved in
in case of sex disparity

haracterized by
€xample of social ang
nt historical patterns.




. 48 Progress of Literacy in India

in total literate compare
areas (Table 5).

d to the male counterpart. This trend is faster in the rural areas than the urban d

TABLE 5
Male-Female Share (%) in Total Literate in Maharashtra

‘ Persons Males Females
| 100.00 61.12 ..38.88
| Rural 100.00 63.54 -36.66
; Urban i 100.00 58.52 - . ‘“ 48
| Total 100.00 58.06 41.94
e 10000 59.00 oY
. Urban | 100.00 57.03 42.97

fe e
Source: Census of Inaig. 200! Srovisonal Population Totals.

i Total :
plofal o e S

Also. the temporally reducing values for the coefficient of variation for 'dis.TricTs over the decades
both for mdle and female literacy rates reveal closing of.inter-district disparities in literacy (Table 6). -

: TABLE & e
Male and Female Literacy Rate in Rural Maharashtra 1991-2001

Fayes

cEE o Ees e s s e T

| Maole 199] Female 1991 Male 2001 " Female 2001
on Rt : 21.6 33.14 : 19.98 22.49
2.67 7.07

Coelficient of vanotion (Rural!

Coellicient ci vongtion (Urban) 415 11.78
Seuice Cenwus 0f o Duinct Profie rMonorashira, 1991 Prowsionol Population Totals, 2001.

However sox dispantes exist botrn rural cs well as urban locaiions and the two exhibit significant
coaatiaan [t = L BT i aasben oregs:angd T 290 1n rural areas in 2001 )

an tagt 0 25 out of o total of 30 districts tall in the

10yt - 29 et tall in the peicentage range of

; s temaie Heracy. no distnci has recched such a high

v 3 Ccompared 10 1991 (18 distncts in the highest category of 30-50

2007 wiltiesse s aisinc it reaching 56-7C per cent of female literacy. 27 urbon districts in 1991

maic iteracy o 70 10 90 per zent. In 2001, all the 30 districts fall in the range of 80 to 100 per

“ent In case of female iiteracy. 29 districts were in the range of 50 to 80 per cent in 1991; in 2001 26
distncts have hiteracy rate ranging between 70 to 90 per cent (Table 7).

TABLE 7
Frequency Distribution of the Districts of Maharashtra According to M/F Literacy

N ==
M/F Literacy umber of Districts

Range

1991

20-30
30-40 -
40-50 -
50-40 3
60-70 - 11 o
70-80 14 3
80-90 1 - 24
90-100 - - = 3 -
Source: Based on 1981, 1991 Pimary Census Abstract and 200} Provisional Population Totals, Census of india.
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_ Embedded Liferccyﬁ Some Observations

In literacy, persistent regional patterns have been historically common (Sopher 1980). It can-be

. noted here that.despite increase in the literacy rate, the relative position of the districts in Maharashira

remained more or less same for the last two decades. Tables A1 and A4 (in Appendix) show ranking of
the districts of male and female literacy. The high and positive rank correlation over the decade 1991-
2001 shows temporal stability of the position of the districts both for male and female literacy (r = 0.86 in
urban and r = 0.95 in rural areas for male, r = 097 in urban and r -

A probe into the nature of sex disparity between male and female literacy also reveals interesting
regional patterns. Sex disparity registered considerable decline in the state as well as in all the districts
with the consequent rise of both male and female literacy over the decade. It has reduced from 0.32 in
1981 10 0.17 in 2001 for ihe State as a whole. However, regional disparities continue to exist. We find that
sex disparities are more marked in the rural areas than in urban areas although narrowing down of the sex
disparity is more pronounced in the rural areas during the years 1991-2001_ It declined from 0.32in 1991 o
0.22 in 2001 in rural areas. The corresponding decline in urban areas is from 0.14 to 0.11 over the decade
{Table 8). s

Plausible ‘Explanations'

~The districts which exhibit disparities more than the State average are concentrated in a belt
located in the central part of Maharashtra extending to the north-western part. It includes the
“Marathwada regjion and part of Deccar plateau. The regional pattern is replicated ‘both in rural and
urban areas ard strikingly the relative position of the regions seems to be essentially the same over *he
decade. The correlation of the sex disparity between rural and urban areas over the periods is high and
positive (r=0.89in 1991 andr=074in 2001). '

' 1s worth noting that the sex disparities in Marathwada region and parts of Deccan plateau did
not decline vis-a-vis the decline in the sex disparity for the State as g whole. It can be argued that the
persistence of the high sex disparity in literacy i
locations. Instead, as social indicator, literacy is
the districts are located o} der and literacy. To
elaborate, in his study identified districts that have

century i..e., 190].
Chandrapur and G
slight change and

ocus that has been given for the
ation Program) districts.2
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TABLES »
Male-Female Disparity in Literacy, 1991-2001

1991 ‘
Rural Urban Rural
Maharashtra ’ 0.32 0.14 0.22
Dhule : 0.40 e 0.2} 0.23
Jolgaon. . . : 031 0.19 0.23
Buldana ' 0.35 0.20 023
Akola 0.29 0.14 , 0.21
Amaravati 0.19 0.11 0.14
Wardha 0.19 0.11 0.15

District-

Nagpur 0:.22° 0.13 0.16

Bhandara 0.30 0.17 _0:2)

Chandrapur 0.30 7 0.22

Gadchiroli = 0.40 0.22 0.20

Yavatmal : 0.31 0.16 0.23

Parbhani 0:53 0.26 0.32

Aurangabad ’ 0.48 0.22 0.28

Jalna 0.56 0.24 023

Nashik 0.32 0:15 0.25

Thane 0.29 0.1 0.14

Mumbai 0.00 0.07 - 000

Reigarh 0.26 0.14 .19,

Pune C.30 0.13 0.21

Ahmadnagar 0.33 0.19 0.22

Bid 0.46 825 0.27

Osmanabad ‘ 0.35 G.23 0.26

Latur , 0.37 ’ 0.24 0.34

Solapur 0.35 0.24 0.23

Satara 027 @l 0.17
Ratnagiri 0.26 0.17 0.20

Sindnudurg 0.18 0.09 C.18

Kolhapur . 0.30 0.25 0.23

Sangli 0.28 0.17 0.19

olololo|ojololo|o]|o|s

Nanded 0.49 0.25 0.29

Source: Based on 1981. 1991 Primary Census Abstract and 2001 Provisional Population Totals, Census of India.

Our limited analysis, based essentially on published research, shows that the most indusirialized

and socio-political regions of the western Maharashtra and the Nagpur-Vidharba region in the northeast
-experienced the emergence of the Dalif movement under the leadership based on the Mahar caste in - -
1920s. These regions thus recorded growth in literacy rate under the increasing demands of the people

(Omvedt 1994: 142). in contrast, the Marathwada region was a part of princely Hyderabad State where

the predominantly Muslim population made the general literacy including that of women levels low

(Sopher 1980: 149). Besides, social movements spearheaded by the Dalits did not take off in the rural

areas. As a result, scheduled caste population in this region, by virtue of their socially, economically and
deprived status could not possibly attain much literacy. The 'feudal' backwardness of Hyderabad State

may have further coniributed or even worsened their low caste deprivation (Omvedt 1994: 80)

particularly that of their women.? The motivation and the demand for education among the Muslims in
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| Mumbai
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19
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| Ratnagiri 0.55 0.12 1.04

0.32

0.67 1.40
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5.40

[
|
|

| Sindhudurg 0.82 1.68 0.94

0.28

1555

080 |

7.32

Nashik 0.82 1.38 1.02

1529

0.56 2.25 8.73

0.99 | 0.78

0.64 1.05

0.93
| Ahmadnagar
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§
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6.48
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—
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share of total workers in non- ogrlculfurol sector, urbanization, consumption of fertilizer in kg/hectare
cropping intensity, share of gross imigated to total cropped areas, availability .of electricity, toilet facilities
etc. The districts were ranked accordingly to scale-free composite indicators. The districts having high
cumulative value are more developed and those with low value are less developed (Table 9). It has been
found that the value of the districts in the Marathawada region and Gadchiroli are less.

In Sum

In Maharashtra, certain broad pattern emerges in female literacy and sex disparities between
male and féemale literacy. Our exploratory analysis brings forth the significance of historically embedded
patterns in literacy that seem to conhnue persistently in even an otherwise enhanced literacy
environment.

Notes

Sex Disparity is measured by Sopher's Dlspomy !ndex (1980} as modmed by Kundu (1986)

See Yash Agarwal, 2001. .

Sopher in his study pointed that the coastal areas in Ind|c have htsioncolly been areas of high literacy. Also the sex disparity is
low in the geographical peripheral localities.

Kundu notes that urbanisation helps in reducing the disparity in rncle"o'nd temale literacy rates in all segments of Indian
Population.

See Provisional Population Totals, Census of India; 2001, Maharashira.

H.M. Desarda (1996) argued that Marthwada's backwardness is not only because of shear neglect but also because the

growth model of Westem Maharashtra has been foisted in this region having different agro- climatic and socio- political
features.
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Appendix
_ TABLE Al
Ranking of the Districts of Rural Maharashtra - Male

1991

District
Sindhudurg
Satara

Bhandara

Ratnagiri
Akolo
Kolhapur

(ool O, 1 e B A NO I N

Pune
Wardha
Amaravati
Buldana

w

(o0 BF - BN ]

Jalgaon

Raigarh

Ahmadnagar

Sangli
Nagpur
Latur

Yavatmal
Nashik
Aurangabad
Chandrapur

Solapur
Osmanabad
Bic

Thane
S

Jalna

Parbhani

Nanded
Dhuie

E Gadchiroli

Mumbai
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- » TABLE A2
Ranking of the Districts of Rural Maharashtra : Female

1991

District

Sindhudurg
Wardha

Amaravati

Satara

Nagpur

Ratnagin

Chandrapur *

Raigarh

WIN|IN|Ic ]| lWN

Bhandara
Akola
Kolhapur

~0

=)

Pune

N

Sangli
Jalgaon

w

o

Ahmadnagar

(9]

Buldana

o~

Yavatmal
Nashik

Thane

@

~0

[S]
o

Osmanabad

N

Soiapur

N
N

et ¢

N
w

Aurangabad
Dhule

Bid
Gadchiroli
Nanded
Parbhani

1)
RN

N
W

N
(o

N
~

oy
oo

N
0

Jalina

8

Mumbai
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: TABLE A3 e
Ranking of the Districts of Urban Maharashtra : Male

1991
Male : Rank

Distnict

Sindhudurg = 232 1
Bhandara 90.9
Ratnagiri 90.5
Satara 88.8
wardha 88.4
Pune : 87.7
Nagpur : 876

Ahmadnagar 87:3
Raigarh 86.6
Amaravati B6.4
Aurangabad £ 86.4
Nashik 86.2
Jalgaon 85.9
Kolhapur 85.6
Thane - ; 85.3
Yavatmal 86.0
Buldana 852
Akola 84.3
Chandrapur 84.2
Mumbai 83.5
Bid 83.1
Sangl 83.1
Latur 82.8
Osmanabad 82.5
Dhule 82.4
Gadchiroli > 81.4
Solapur 81.0
Jalna 78.5
Nanded 79.9
Parbhani 78.1
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o TABLE A4
Ranking of the Districts of Urban Maharashtra : Female.. .

1991 2001
Female Rank Female *

District

Sindhudurg 824 1 85.5
85.4

81.6
83.2
84.9
83.6
g
80.6
82.4
80.6
81.5
81.7
777
80.3
293}
717
751
7¢6.7
76.7
76.0
7S |
75.4
753
L7
72:3
71.6
67.8
69.2
66.8
67.4

Ratnagrri 773
Mumbai : 759
Wardha 75.8
Amaravati : 73.8

Nagpur 73.6
Thane 733
Pune - 73.0
Bhandara : 71.6
Satara : : 15
Raigarh 71.3
Nashik 69.8
Akola 69.1
Yavatmal 68.9
Kolhapur 67.2
Ahmadnagar 67.0

vlo|lvlo|lw|slw]|N

o

N

o

PN

=

o~

~N

LChcmdropur 641

[0 0]

Jolgoon 5.6
Sangli 64.6
Buldana 64.1
Aurangabad 63.1
Dhule . 60.3
Gadchiroli 58.9
Osmanabad 583
Latur 57.4
| Bid . 573
Salapur 56.3

Nanded . 54.9
7}"\0 54.1
| Parbhani 523

~0

N
(@]

N

N
N

[oS]
w

N
P

N
(O]

N
o~

N
~

N
(4]

N
~0

w
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Annexures

: - Annexure -
PR‘OGRAMME SCHEDULE

OPENING SESSION
(Rapporteur: Dr. S. M. |. A Zaidi)

Welcome and Introduction to Seminar
Dr. Arun C. Mehta
Fellow, NIEPA

Opening Address

Prof. Ashish Bose

Honorary Professor

Institute of Economic Growth, Délhi - ’ =

Chairman's Observation
Prof. B. P. Khandelwal
Director, NIEPA, New Delhi

Tea Break

Session . Chairperson: Prof. Satya Bhushan
(Rapporteur: Dr. K. K. Biswal)

India’s Literacy Panorama
Speaker: Prof. M. K. Premi
Formerly Professor of Demogrzphy
J.N. U., New Delhi :

Impact of Primary Education on Literacy: An Andlysis of Census 2001
Preliminary Data

Speaker: Dr. Arun C. Mehta

NIEPA, New Delhi

Lunch
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1345 hrs.

1545 hrs.

Session ll: Chairperson: Dr. Y. P. Aggcrwdl
(Rapporteurs: Dr. R. S. Tyagi.and Dr. Neeru Snehi)

Some Significant Features of Literacy Data of the 2001 Census and
Projection of Literacy Rate for the Population of Age Group 15+.

‘Speaker: Dr. A. B. L. Srivastava

Ed.CIL, New Delhi

Changes in Gender Disparity in Lnerccy Rate During 1991-2001: Dlstnc\‘ ~wise
Analysis

Speaker: Dr. P. K. Bhargava

NIAE, New Delhi :

Maharashtra: A Socio-spatial Analysis of Llferccy Trends Wlfh Specml
Reference to 2001 Census

Speaker: Ms. Barnali Biswas and Prof. Saraswati Raju

CSRD. J. N. U, New Delhi :

Concluding Remarks
Protf. B. P. Khandelwal
Director, NIEPA, New Delhi




