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WHEN reached the house of
Rathnakar near Kamatty here on
Friday, Sunderlal Bahuguna, the
inspiring icon of green activism
across the nation, was sitting ona

« rocking chair in the portico. After
a whistle stop tour in the state mn

spiring thousands, he was taking
rest in the cool hill-district.
Clad in white, he looked at me

with a beaming smile, the mysteri-

Bahugunaji was in his winter
TAS AD tas gE trip to the plains from Himalayas.

programmes scheduled for the day
due to fatigue, he was in good
mood in the evening. Rathnakar's
house, an endearing nest of green
activists, always ensured his com-
fort.
Even at this age you are still

leading struggles?
"QOh, now Iam simply sitting on

the banks of the River Ganga they
have killed," he said. "They had
promised increased availability of
water in the region once the con
truction of the dam is finished,
but now there is noi even drinkingSunderlal Bahuguna signing an autograph for a boy at the house of Rathnakar at Kainatty, Wayanad.
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water."
"The glacier at Gomukh, the

origin of the river, 1s fast deplet-
ine " the unfettered flow of words
iS On.
"See, it takes thousands of years

for the formation of a glacier.
When a glacier recedes, water will
become scarce," he adds.

'Bal her, vw heneve} you came
you biought Gangajal. Why did
you stop carrying Gangajal?"
asked Badusha, noted environmen-
tal activist.
"Dam water is dead water. Now

the entire region is polluted. Re-
member, it was scientifically
proved that River Ganga had the

many power to purify itself. Thedamme da'
Ganga is no more sacred," he
said.
Why the religious leaders keep

silent over the death of a holy
river?
"Even the Sankaracharyas have

lost the real spirit of Sankara. The
spiritual community of the day
lacks devotion, determination and
dedication. There were many great
souls in the past Now many of the
saints are flops lacking thapasia
Ashrams, funded by the capitalist
powers, have become like summer

:ANGA IS NO MORE SACRED, SAYS BAHUGUNA\
INDIAN EXPRESS
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season camps," he said.
"Political parties are not at all

seeking permanent solutions for
the preblem Dams are only short-
term solutions. Permanent solu-
tion is cover the Himalayas with
trees which would provide food,
fodder and fire wood. Tree farming
is the 'only solution for global
warmmg. Dams also pose threat to
our territorial security as war
technology has improved a lot,"
Bahugunaji noted.
Why Gandhism which promoted

nature living is fast-becoming ob-
solete in India?a heart for Mother Nature.
Thimandhian was unmoved.

"Gan died too early. Otherwise
he cofhave taken out many peo-
ple from politics and would have

Though he had cancelled

sent them to villages to create self-
confidence in people. Then our
swaraj would have been more real.
Today, our people are more slavish
to government,which is controlled
by a nexus of politicians, contrac-
tors and technocrats. We pro-
nounce the word government hun-
dred times a day. Instead of God
we started worshipping the gov-
clnment > he sanl with asmile

It is almost twilight Bahugu-
naji is tired. For the missionary of
nature it is time for rest.



] was going through her blog for the
jast few days and the main reason
which makes her blog perfect is

nothing other han Updating
frequency Most of all days, she came

with new astonishing articles
introducing new Food recipes | think

the readers will have a happy time
reading her blog (Although | arm not

interested in Cooking
http //mextena com/894 top kerala-

blogs bloggers html
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of Soofiya to MCH
The X-ray, scanning and other tests revealed that her condition is stablek
Nor have the doctors of the Gynaecology Department found anything af
Express News Service
Kochi/Alappuzha, December 23

t
MYSTERY shrouds the cir-
cumstances that led to the
shifting of Soofiya Madhan1,
the 10th accused 1n the Kala-
massery bus burning case,

* from the Ernakulam Sub Jail
to THE Alappuzha Medical
College. The hospital author1-
ties (at the time of reporting)
were yet to conduct a test to
ascertain the reason for her
back pain and to start any spe-
cific course of treatment

Soofiya was shifted from
the jai to the AMC after she

by the authorities so far"
"The X ray, scanning and

other tests revealed that her
condition is stable and nor
mal Nor have the doctors of
the Gynaecology Department
found anything abnormal,"
the sources said and alleged
that there was a "conspiracy
by the jail authorities not to
conduct the MRI scan"

"The jail authorities told
us that they could not make
any payment for scans done on
prisoners So we asked Soofl-
ya's relatives to have the MRI
scan done But none of them
showed any inteygst Wr can

quarter till 7 pm on Decem-
ber 20 on shifting Soofiya to
the AMC after she complained
of severe back pain

"The jail superintendent
who left the jail around 7 pm

had to rush back after being
informed about the ADGP's
sudden visit to the jail It was
the ADGP who decided to shift
Soofiya 1n an available vehicle
without waiting for an ambu-
lance and an escort doctor,"
claimed jal officials

Sources said the ADGP de-
cided to shift her 1n a police
vehicle, considering 1t an
emergency Interestingly the

Mystery shrouds shifti

STATE GOVT, TECOM SHOW

after interroga-Syd
ion Team, told
the was asked

DAY OF
INCARNATIONS

PS
NO SIGNS OF BACK

Rampant foeticide in Kerala; but the
numbers available don't tell the whole story
THE number of abortions taking place in Kerala ts

rising at an alarming rate with the latest statistics
from the Health and Social Welfare Department
showing that more than a lakh abortions took place
in the state in the past six years. More alarmingly,
majority of the abortions were done on girls under
18 years, says ANIL S.
STARTLING STATS given based on how many
-1,26,370 abortions carried out months old the foetus 1s

in Kerala from 2003 to 2008 m If the foetus Is not ina

Year-wise break-up go up to three years of
29,204 (2003) imprisonment
27.916 (2004) w If the foetus ts in mobile

(2006)
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