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Proce dings c the TC ting of the 1 pod! ttee eon t

State held on nd Jime, 1979 hth the Committec ttoom of th $Assembly butla LY.
U

on 18.6.79 for
pe Lobe r out eth

{ 1

Present;
1. Shri b.h, hynsdoliy Chee tina thy2. Shri W, hoa Spe ha y3. Shri Poller coy lind ter

WA, p ty fa

MLA,
Coune rl

8. The Scere tlry, Porest9. The Chief t tar of Forest10, The Under Seor Giry(Eh),IeplsLitive Assenbly,

tShrL
5, {]

ubive Member, Khist Wilts
7e The Chau trict

ty The Sub (one t toe diseased at lent! the vii toug
aspects connectud with the problem of t nl a xnort o t

wpe Stite. Aftor 1 TOUS ide r tbons the b Cem, Ltec
una imous ly AWouted the following Melsures for Lute di
implementition

» Te Ithis ben weed tit the Dy strtet Come il,
Khisi fills will Impose roytity on place

firewoud cte. it 1A of the ne orket vite
of the produee. And tecord 1 ipt ly the oa,
scheduled of rit, ( of Poy lity be revised by thi
Khost" 1 1 Li (Goune ty,
2. Movemnt of Pracks Lage timber a the whole
Slate trade ted 1 ule hb ane 4 ye hie gy

to ply onty t Lrcen te as te
3. The Dp) tre | f1 me Ls to tsour permet

" to be only within the Stete, 6 t of
tember outs ide (he Stile, the tram. L wit
be issucd by the lorest be pul tment of ibe Ghats
Government which W L Miivttin a teek Cite ut ihe

ny

L]

OxLit point ,



bee Wie mee Visa deeadded ta uppobnt some

honoriry officers drawn trom the public leacers
snd Chareh cte. Apart from these, there

should ments for frequent surpii

cheekine by senior officers of the Forest Nepertuent

eheakers .
a

poe tathority to be instructed not tox book

nny couskpnment of timber LP the trins bt

rogimd by Un Obit ts nob

G. the seth of the

District Mesi Wills, a new Wumner se el uty
be wsed und this seal to be from

tine to time to end duplie: tton.

D, toro sxpat bt timber the nboaluua gia che be

4 Tt XV Gh equine a And oo eben ares

te Le faand boo be bos (hen tie li

the dietey a eh be Porte dted: for th

dha tte.

Bo lt das been treed tht (he Gove

Depirtucad will curtrrl to the wiximum conus mpl bon

of chareat) for he ut trys In the dere rent

eh
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rhe SubCommittce q +hit the above isures
be implemented in diite for the Dis tr wet of 1 1 ondly

ty West Khasi Fills for the tire boing,
The Chicf Conservitor of Fores t aiselogen thit the

Department hid AON Tiins depleting the Aevigtitine effeet
of denud2tion an forest » This film bid Q hteh lppreer-
ation in Delhi when LL wis screened. The Sub-Coimm ttee
desired thit the Porcs t Department 4rrange t show of this
film in the As sembly premisOS on Tucsday, the 26th June, vf

1979 at 3 O'clack whe re 111 MLAs will be invited.
The next mec Ling of the Cor Will be le ld on

the 28th Junc, Ch vik1979 the offiec of the ker
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Minutes ©f the mectine on the -1 ith June, 1979 in theSpeaker's
of timber outs ide oe

to rerulite the ex ar

Pr
1) Shri We. Syie along, Spnrker2) Chief Ministor

»3) Minister, Forest » Meehan laya

6) Cant. WA, Sunrmi, Meta,

is trict11) Crairman, Forest Deve lonuent Corporztion12) Managing Director Porest Deve lopuent Cor,Chief Conservitor of Porest, Meghalaya.

Me x

nad oh

l, leek .5) Shy

e4
8) Shri B.c,

10) retiries/L. @
1 44Ga

At the Outset, Shri lemLong, Spetker, told that
the purvose of convening this meeting was to discuge
sertous problem, 1.0. ition of forests of the Stite, Btating
the Bigv¥ity of the sitiuition, he wirned thit nless some sositirve
steps were taken to control this want on
de predition of forests, in few yeors time there 70 be 4. sharo
ec Ologigil imbalance which Wo hove vvery wdverse ef eet on
the State economically and othem'ise, He strongly fc lt
Gait the Government sho id forward with some legislition to
prevent this mmige. In the 8 x pre he histen cad to
add that he wis quite awire of the difficiltics "raupht with
this question, viz, the Op osttion from to vested
interests, the privite owners' in of the forest spree]
protection unter the Sixth Schoa ile and so on «o forth. Bit
he pointed out thit every Give 0 averse 50 t3 60 truck lo as
of timber were going Ls 1 Ji isl Hilis only bt alone tera
Hills and Jaintia Hilis ind t this rite if tre forests were

denuded, 5 time wonld come Woon hay to hear the
r

echo of Brazil or Sahir.. He therefere mi Intacned thet
of sone kind of restrictions brock no 1 1 5 wt 1 for
preventing the oxport of {i tb thro the GwO. ad 1 iT'

he informed thit only 1/4Cth the forests cons ined in the
3

State and the rest vere exported outside the St tc

Contd. «Pape



>
Prticiprting in the Cant. WA,iscuds ion Sinem tol

thit he was one with the convencr of the meeting in eraspine t:
seriousness of the Making 1 pirticulir referenec to Cuo
Hills, he told th.t in C'ro Hills t 75% of the 12nd was
under jhum cultivition with the result of winton felling of tres.
He reealled thit when he wis the Chics Min 'ster of the he
wanted to bring a Bill on t)ne lory of H Pradesh to
prevent depred.tion ind t of tLmr from the St.te bat
ultimately this Bill not be broucht for obv Los reisons.
He told that destruction of forests hid mony disastrous side
effects, viz, dryine un of the witer Sources, of
forcst aniuals and fishes in the river, But the peoole vere
ignorant of 211 these dingers. He therefore felt the
Gov. rnment shoild stirt vigorous Cluny vn 3nd literish
tures on the disastrous of theffeets i@ denudition of forests. In
this connection he. sted th t the Distriet Co .ne1l should
also take some initiatives ina put some conditions on felling
of trees. For exammle, he Mentioned thet in future the condition
should be trlike this fe: felling of one tree at lest 5 tr S
should be }livnted,

Shri PR. K na horovor, tnt.ined th 1 before rong
into the of the problem, bisicsome factors should be
recognised. While he the Spovker ! c aporotch that
there should be all-party coneen sus in tickling this problem
he observed thit they vere not the ultim: te authority to piss
a decws ion without others in Lo confieenee, were Likely
to be effected by this Accision, Moreover the question of forest
was very iuch linked up with the own rshin of the nd also, Ee
therefo'e, felt that ther ¥ shoulA be wide cirecul: tion of the
propos ed meisures,.

Prof. M.N. LW hovever, viewed the whole probtem from
Slightly differcnt in th.t he out thot the
uestion wig based on the cle ment TY prinerples econoof

1 *©. demind and supply. No anommt of logislition covld eheek
it entirely. For example, por diy it le: st 200 bags of

Conta ..Pige .3 ee

9



Eea e

eee 3 eee

'wore being broucht from hig constitu ncy lone . Now anle ss tle
consu tion chirecoilsof wig 1 burnine3t reduecd, thie of Tore st
for coild not be controlled. le, therefor:

2

Sugcested that the consumption eould be Lf the Government
decided to ston purchisim ch reals for Stite Govermrnt offices
during winter scison, « fim the 1 A out the Covarm « nt
was the lrecst purel1LS¢C 1 of ch reouls, secondly, he out
that the proposed no imal tix of only 7 pars nder
Finanec (Sale Tix) Bill vo ld hive no upon the of
trees, He therefore sue ested thit 1 Tipher rite of tix only could
discourtge the of timber. Another netsure ho sn
was thit there shoili be trinsfer of forest fm) Lee wusge

prolonged »xosting in the me pltec ere ttod vested totera
He

also igreed with the sug estion of Cipt WA, in VV thet vor
eich felling of tree the te glo Jd be cof or ? tre e

4

When a spokesmen ol LDepirt tOrthi mntioned thet
there 2 t inl Dery birged

outside Indi, Spo. cr intervened ond Ldvised u Prose
technical detarls need not be riised this hee Jsc theting
purpose of the mecting ws to prevent a pred> tion of forest.

Taking part in the discus ton, Shri B.B, Innedoh,Chict inks -
ter, told that he wis conecrned this 1s ue tnt he,
at the s.ime time, uicntLoncd som prietresal 1a

bringing about 1 complete stop apc of timber oxport. Beery in
the there 1 ht be souc nersons who hive entercd into
contricts to sun ly tiiber ind gone be n the proecss of A

sup.lying. Altormatively, the Chief Minister .1so Ssucvested thit
T+he voum 2g11n look Lnto th structure of the Pinince Tix on

timber ind 1f 1t would riiscd upto 15%.
The Ohicf Exceutive hie ber of th Hills Distrie

Council agrecd th.t there be restriction on export of +

I1 eee)ne Vsotimber and for th mitt r the Distriet Co hid Da

many rules and lub tl ye d.tions eo dd i108 enforced. He

Sugrestcd that the Stit 1A thGove rm nt sho coor n te the
ad

Contd ° L po. oe me
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District Council in enforeing those restrictions. But t dissreedwith the susecstion thit thera she be 1 totrl bin on
exvort. He pointed owt thit the intin ™source of revenue of the
District Council wis forest.

Shri Mahar Singh Minister for Reven criticised thr
porformnec of the Forest Depirtiient. He informed that even in the
or ited reserved there were indiscrimimte felling of
trees ,am1 even he wis surprised to see in Mohendriging truck loads
of timbers that "cre being ont to Bingladesh but there
was no to cheek them.

At this stige Spoiker onec lenin reminded thet before
convening this weeting he hid considered threadbare this whole
issue and he wis quite awtre thit there would be all <inds of

acharges 2nd which nat be a substitate for
solution of the problem. He th rofore Sugrested the meetingth
should idopt the followings ne sure for the time be tng

i) To hove Sersor bin on folling of tiwbar -

of t: berii) To hive btu of felling
Lid) Government to stop purchas ine for the offieosduring winter wok tson where cleetricity could b rrovided.
iv) Rite of tix Tax) to be a fron 7,6 to 50%,

The Chief Conscry ter of Porest thit thore sho ld
be Government Devot of timber and certein iould be
fixed so thit imuaturc trees not be gold for exnort,

Shri s, MN, Paalan, Seere tir
» daw informed thit the Govern-

ment of India hid ee rtiin r for
forcst.nd those hid wire dy been sent to the
Demmtment concerned. In thu those regul: tions

t be examined and sion whe ther those were in line with
the oroposcd ticasurcs.

The Committ then in principle thit actor: stition
Should be stoned and unin 3 ado ite 4 thit there shoula
be a sub-commaittce to go into the se relevint questtons
subart their fuudines to th n-xt meeting of the C omnLtttee . the
SubC ornatttec Wits woth thie following members :

Contd ...Pige..5..
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\ Te chi f tunister2) The Minister of3) The Ieider of the Opnosit tonShri M,N,
5) Shri WA. Sone6) Seerctiry wd OFfLle Lil ef the Porest Deptts/Cornorition,Tt was further deeldcd thit s ines the tive wis ttken fromthe Assembly, the Sceretiry of the Ma tive Asscmblynd the Hon.Speiker tlso to be on tke Sub Comnittee
The meeting the the be held on

22nd June, 1979 ind the full Committee to sit on the 2Pth Fine,1979.
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U/O. Ne. LL.305/79/
Dated Shilleng, the Sth June, 1980.

Secretary, Ferest Deptt, U/0d,.
ty

Subjecti- Tne Meghalaya Forest (Remeval ef timber)
(Regulatien) Bill, 1980,

A fair cepy ef the draft Bill as finalised in the
meeting en 3.6.80 is sent herewith.

Clause 8 is a new additien made by us,

As discussed in the meeting the statement ef
ebjects and reasens may be prepared frem yeur end and the same
may alse be shewn te us,

A Financial Memarandum may also have te be furntshed;
In case the Bill will invtelve additienal expenditure, the re~
cemmendation ef the Geverner fer the censideratien ef the Bill
by the legislature under Article 207(3) ef the Constitutien
Shall alse have te be obtained by you,

The Bill may ceme within the purview ef Part XIII
ef the Censtitution and therefere the Bill will alse require
the previeus Sanctian ef the President fer intreducing er meving
the Bill in the State legislature under the previse te Clause(b)af Article 304 of the Censtitutisn, Hewever, this censtitutional
requirement may be cured if the Bill after it is passed by the
legislatyre is assended te by the President,

Sd/~' RB} Rymmai,
Deputy Secretary te the Gevt,: ef Meghelaya,Law Department.

iad
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THE MEGHALAYA FOREST (REMOVAL OF TIMBER)
(REGULATION) BILL, 1980

ARRANGEMENT OF CLAUSES

Clause Shert title, extent and cemmencement,
Clause 2 Definations,
Clause 3 Remevel of Timber eutside the State,
Clause 4 Application fer licence and its dispesal,
Clause 5 Licence fee and peried ef its validity,
Clause 6 Appeal
Clause 7 Penalty
Clause 8 Pewer te direct submissien ef repert er return,
Clause 9 Pewer te enter, search, arrest and detain.
ClasuselO Searches and arrest hew te be mada,
Clanse il Preductien ef persons arrested and things seizede

Clause 12 Repert of arrest and Seizure,
Clause 13 Erectien ef check-pest,

%clause 14 Penalty fer refusal te
1nfermatien, Preduce things er furntsh

Clause is Pewer te cempeund offence,
Clause 16 When Ceurt te take Cegnizaneeef effence,
Clause 17 Bar ef suit in Civil Ceurts,
Clause 18 Suit, etc. against autherity Officers er persensacting in geod faith
Clause 19 Officer and persen te be public servants,
Clause 20 Effect of ether laws,
Clause 21 Exemptien,
Clause 22 Pewer te make rules,



Th (RemevalFerestMegh ala TimberofRequlation Bill, 1980,
t

Shert title,
extent and
cemmencement,

Definitiens,

ABILL
te regulete and cantrel removal ef timber eutside
the State fer the preservation of Forests and te
prevent their indiscriminate destructien and fer
matters cennected therewith and incidental therete,.

Be it enacted by the Legislature ef Meghalayain the Year ef the Republic ef India
@s fellews:.

(1) This Act nay be called the Meghalaya Ferest
(Remeval Jef Timber) (Regulation) Act, 1980,

(2) It shall extend te the whale ef the Stateef Meghalaya,
(3) It shall come inte ferce at enee,

2. (1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise
requires;

( a ) cempetent autherity" means such authorityGavernment may, by netificatien
functions £ @ competent autheritythe ru1 es made thereunder

as the State
appeint ferthe purpese ef exercising thepewers and
under this Act andfer the whele er any part ef the State;(b) "prescribed" means prescribed by Rules madeunder this Act;

(c) "State" means the State ef Meghalaya;
(d) "State Gevernnent" means the Gevernment efMeghalaya;
(e) "Schedule" means a Schedule te this Act:
(f) "Trading Depet" means any place er premisesuSed fer keeping, Stering er Stecking timberfer the purpese ef trade er etherwise ef thetimber eutside the State,
(2) Werds and expressiens used, but net definedin this Act and defined in the Meghalaya Ferest Regulée~tien (Assam Regulatien 7 ef 1891 as applied in Meghal aya)Shall have the meanings Tespeatively assigned te themin that Regul stien,

wee 2/~
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Remeval ef
timber eutside
the State e

Applicatienfer Licence
and its dise
pes ad Pa

+

~ 2D om

3 (1) Ne persen shall remeve or cause te be remaved,fer the purpese ef trade er etherwise, any timber
eutside the State, and ne Trading Depet shall be set
up er eSteblished at any place witheut a licence frem
the cempetent autherity;

Previded that ne such licence shall be granted
by the competent autherity, -

(a) in respect ef timber the size ef which isbelew the minimum size prescribed fer suchtimber; end

(b) in respect ef timber ef such categeries er
Species ef trees er greups thereof Specifiedin the Schedule te this Act,

(2) The State Gevernment may, by netificatien, add,
medify, amend er cancel any item in the Schedule
te this Act,
(3) Every netificatien issued under the feregeingSub-sectien shall have effect en the date ef its first
publicetien in the efficial Gazette and shall be laid
aS Seen as may be after its publicatian befere the
Heuse ef the Legislative Assembly ef the State,

4. (1) Every ppplicatien fer grant ef licence underthis Act shall be made te the Competent autherity
thaeugh the District Ceuncil Cencerned in such fem
and en payment ef such fee as mey be prescribed,

(2) In granting er refusing liacence under this Actthe cempetent autherity shall take inte acceunt aller any ef the fellewing matters accerding te the
circumstences ef each case, namely:

(a) Whether the application is recemmended by the

(b) Whether the épplicent helds any trading licencefrem the District Ceuncil;
(c) Whether the applicant holds any ether licenceunder this Act;
(d) Whether the applicant is @ registered dealer andpesseses a certificate ef registratken underany tex Law ef the State;

H

District Ceuncil er net;

3
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(e) Whether the applicant is a resident efthe State;
(f) Whether the timber fer which applicationfor licence is made is fer the persenal useef the applicant;
(g) Whether the grant ef lincence te th@ applicantWeuld premote the interest ef the tribalsresident in the State, ecenemically erotherwise;

Previded thet a licence shall be refuged if the
applicant ~

(a) is net a citizen ef India, er
(b) has been cenvicted by a competent Ceurtef an effence invelving moral twypitudeunless a peried ef five years, er suchless peried as the Gevernmentin any particular case,

may ellew
his release, or

has elapsed since

(c) has vielated any previsien ef any Act,Reguletian er Rule made by the State er anDistrict Ceunci1 , @© is a defeulter in thepayment of eny t@X er revenue ef the Stateer any District Ceuncil, er
(d) has been debarred frem taking up any businesstransaction er centract werk by any Gevernmenter any Cempany er Cerperatien, ewned, centrel.ed er manege by any Gevernmente

(3 ) Every erder granting ex refusing a lincence under
ty

this Act shall be in writing, and in case ef refutsal shallCentain reasens these feng
(4) Every applicatien fer lincenoeeunder this ActShall be dispesed ef by the competent authority as early

a®5 pessible and net later thab six me nths fram the dateef receipt ef the applicatien by the cempetent eutherityunless the cempetent autherity fer weassns te be recerdedin writing extends the peried by such further peried ferperieds as it may censider necessary and if ne erder ispassed within the peried er perieds se extended it shallbe deemed that licence he S been granted,

000 4/m
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Licence fee
and p&yied efits vaIidity,.

m 4.
5. (1) The fee Payeble fer a licence granted underthis Act, the cenditiens ef the licence, theTeute er reutes the timber are te be transpertedeutside the State, and the peried of Validity ofthe licence, shal] be such as may be prescribedWhich shall alsg be specified in the licence:
Provided that the licence fee, the cenditiensef the licence and the Peried ef its validitymay vary fur different categories of timber:
Previded further that such Peried shall notexceed twelve manths and the ameunt ef fee shallnet exceed ene theusand Tupees,
(2) The lecence fee shall be Paied in suchManner as may be pPescribed,!
(3) Every licence granted under this Act maybe renewed en the expiry ef the peried ef itsvalidity by the Cempetent autherity in suchManner and an Peyment ef such fees aS may bePprescribed,:

(4) The Previsiens ef Bectien 4 Shall applyAppeal

Sectien,.
in case of @pplication fer Tenewal under this

f
6.' Any person @gbrieved by "ny erder

Sectiens 3 and 4 meYs Wwth~
Competent autherity passed by the
in period ef Sixty days foe the

and
is Cemmunicated and on Pey ent ef

date the erder

Tupees Prefer aniaPpeal te Such
exceedin9 such fee net
@utherity @S the State Gevernmentcatien, *ppeint in this behalf and its erderShall be final;

may, by netifi.

Previded that the *ppellate
may

as

*ppeal after the expiry ef the Seid

nt
if it is Satisfied that the

appeal
Sufficient Cause fromfilin the ti

5/~
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7. Any persen whe centravenes any ef the previsiens
ef Section 3, shall, en cenvéctien, be punished with
imprisonment which may extend te ene year, ar, with
fine which may extend te twa thousand rupees, er,
with beth and the Ceurt trying the effence may
further erder thet the timber in respect ef which
the effence was cemmitted and the vessel, vehicle or
animal with wnich the effence was cemmitted shall be
cenfiscated te the State Gevernment,

Penalty

Pewer te direct 8, The cempetent autherity may direct any personsubmissa of helding any licence under this Act te submit such
returns repert er return and in such form and manner as may
repert er

be prescribed,

Pewer te enter 9, (1) Any Ferest Officer net belew the rank of Forest

Inspector ef Pelice, who frem his personal knawledge
ex fram infermation received and after such enquiry
aS mey censider necess_ary, has reaSen te believe
that any persen has cemmitted an effence under this
Act, may =

arrest
and detaing Ranger and Pelies Officer net belew the rank of Sub-

(a) enter and search, at all reasenable time, any
premises, land, vehicle er vessel in the
eccupatien ef such persen;

(b) require such persen te preduce for his inspec-
tion the licence er any ather decunents granted
by the competent autherity or any baoks of
acceunt er ether decument that may have any
bearing en such offence;

(c) Seize any timber in respect ef which the effence
was Cemmitted and any beaks ef acceunt or ether
dacuments relating such timber and may alse

)

detain and seize any animal, vessel er vehicle
with which the effence was cemmitted;

a

(2) It shall be lawful fer any ef the officers
referred to in sub-sectien (1), te Step and detain any
persen cemmitting an effence under this Act er abettingin the commissien ef such effence and such efficer mayarrest withaut warrant any Such persen:

6/-
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Searches and
arrest h to
be mde.

Production of
persons arreg~ted and things
seiged.

Report of
arreat and

seizure.

Erection of
Check posts.

6 =

Provided that the Officer mking such arrest
may release such person on his furnishing his name and
address and otherwise satisfies such Officer that he
will duly answer any summon or other proceedings which
may be taken agaiast him,

10. All searches and arrests uader this act shall be
conducted aud made, as far as may be, in accordance with
the procedure laid down in the Code of Criminal Procedure,
1973 (Central Act 2 of 1974).
11. Bvery persoa detained or arrested wader any of the
provigions of this Act, shall be taken or produced
before the nearest Magistrate having jurisdiction with
a report containing full particulars of the person
arrested or articles seized and the circumstances under
which the arrest or seizure was affected, within 24 hours
of such arrest or seigure, exclusive of the time necessary
for the actual journey from the place ot arrest to the
Court of the Magistrate.
12. Any Forest or Police Officer making an arrest or
seigure under this Act shall forthwith make a full
report of all the particulars of such arrest or seizure to
Aas immediate superior Officer.
13. (1) The State Governmnt my, by notification, set
up and erect, in such manner as may be prescribed, check~
posts and barriers at any place in the State with u view
to prevent any unlawful removal or transportation of
timber outside the State.

(2) Every person transporting timber shall, at any
Check»post or barrier referred to in sub-section (1)
aad before crossing such check-post or barrier, produce
before the Officer~in-charge of the check=post or barrier
auch document as may be prescribed,

eseeedOntde



(3) The of the check~post or
barrier may, for the purpose of satisfying himself
that the provisions of this Act and the Rules made

therein are not being contravened intereept, detain aud

search any animal, vehicle or vessel.

Penalty for 14. Whoever =

refusal to (i) willfully. refuses or is mable to produce licence
produce things or document or wilfully refuses or fails to
or furnish give such information which under the provisions
information. of this Act or the Rules made there under he is

required to produce or to give, or otherwise
furnishes information which he kmows or belie¥es
to be false or does not believe to be true, or

(44) forcibly resists arrest or attempts to evade
arrest or obstructs any Forest of Police Officer
to enter or search or to aftect arrest or
Seizure under the powers conferred by this Act
or the Rules made there under

shall be guilty of am offence against this Act, aud he
shall, on conviction, be punished with fine which may
extend to one thousand Rupees or with imprionment for a
term which may extend to six months or with both.

Powar to com 15. (1) The Divisional Forest Officer of the Division
paund offence » concerned may accept from any person, against whom a

reasonable suspision exists that he has committed any
offence punishable wider this Act, such sum of money

ag may be preacribed, by way of composition of the

offence which such person is suspected to have comuitted.

(2) On payment of such sum of money to the Divisional
Forest Officer, the suspected person, if in custody,
shall be discharged amd no other proceeding shall be

taken against him in respect of the offence compunded.

(3) The provisions of this section shall apply also
where & prosecution or an appeal against conviction of
offence under this Act is pending, and in such a case

the composition of such offence under this section
shall have the effect of the ecquitteal of the accused

with whom an offence has been compaunded.

When Court to 26. No Court shall take cognizance of aay offence under
take cognizance
of offence.

(1) except on the complaint made by aa Officer autho-
rised by the State Government in this behalf; and

this Act, -
a

(2) wiless the prosecution is instituted within three
: months from the date on which the offence is alle~

ged to have been committed.

etontd,
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Bar of suit ;
Civil Courts.
Suit,etc. against
authority offi~
cers or persons

ay in good

Officer and
person to be
public servants.

Brfect of
other laws.

Bremptione

Power to make
rulese

17. No suit shall be brought in any civil court to
sut aside or modify any order made wider this Act.
18. No suit, prosecution or legal proceeding shall
lie against any authority, officer or person for
anything which is im good faith done or intended to
be done under this 'Act.
19. Every person or officer, appointed under, or
exercising any power confeyred by and uader this
Act shall be deemed to be a public servant within

acti
faith.

the meaning of Sectiow 21 of the Indian Pemal Code.

20. The provisions of this Act shall be in addition
to, and not in derogation of, the provisions of the

Meghalaya Forest Regulation (Assam Regulation 7 of
1891 as applied in Meghalaya ) or the Rules made

thereunder.

21. The provisions of this Act, shall not apply to

removal ot timber outside the State by or on behalf
of the State Government under the provisions of the

Meghalaya Forest Regulation,

22. (1) The State, Government may, by notification, meks

rules for carrying out the purposes of this act.
(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality

of the foregoing power, such rules may provide for all or

any of the following\matters, namely :-

(a) the form and conditions of licence under Sections 3

and 5 and the fees payable therefore;
(b) the form and er in which application for licence

under Section 4 may be mate and the fees payable thereforg
appeal under Section 6;

(a) the form of register) reports or return to be main~

tained and submitted by the ligensec;
(e) the conditions tor storing, stocking sud the manner

of marking the timber to be remov&d outside the State ;

(c) the fees payable

(t) the manner in ahich the indpection of timber andat

of document maintained by licensee shall be carried out;

(g) the routes by which the timber\shall be transported
outside the State ;

(bh) the terms and conditions for settihg up or estabdi~
shment of trading depot ;

q

esee Contde



22. (1) The State Gevernment may, by netificatien,
make rules, make rules fer carrying eut the purpeses ef this Act.

(2) In particular and witheut prejudice te the
generality ef the feregeing pewer, such rules may
provide for all er any ef the fallawing matters,
namely:=

(a) te prescribe the minimum size of timber
» under Sectien 3;

Sections 3 and 5 and the fees payable therefer;
fern and conditiens ef licence under(b) the

(c) he form and manner in which applicatien ferlicence under sectisn 4 amy be made and the
Yees payable therefor;

(d) the fees payable fer appeal under sectien 6:

(e) the ferm ef register, repert er return te
be maintained and submitted by the licensee;a

(.£) the cenditiens fer stering, stecking and the
manner er marking tne timber te be remeved
eutside the State;

(9) the manner in which the inspectien ef timber
and ef decument maintained by licensee shall
be carried eut;

(h) the reutes by which the timber shall be
transperted eutside the State;

(i) the terms and conditiens fer setting up er
establishment ef trading depet;

(3) the manner in which the right of access te
Gecument and the right te entry cenferred bySection 9 may be exercised;

(k) the manner in which checkpest and barrief
may be set up and ereeted and the form ef
decument under Sectien 13;

(1) the precedure and manner fer payment ef feer
under the Act and ef compesitisn meney unde
Sectign 15 gnd the amvunt ef campesitien p

15;
le fer cempesition wf effences under Sect c

(m) any ether matter which is te be er may be
prescribed,

(8) The pewer te make rules under this Sectien
Shall be subject te the cenditien ef previeus publica-
tien.
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OF TREMEETING HOLD IN THE CHAMBEE OF "HE MINNIS Ov

e

1.

minutes ond necessity of enforcing the previous resolution.2.
Shri 'D.Talong suggested that the agenda for dis-

cussion are to be split into two: -.

olready been allcwed to them to clear the converted timber. He

&

fa)

ob

Ed

erstwhile barren hills have been coverdd again with green forests
because the people are 80 enthusiastic in planting trees. He expres=
'sed in hardship caused to the member of the contractor
association by tho impunge and arbitray order of the Govt. He said
that. oil the.contractors of Jaintia Hills were badly effected by
the Assam Movement during lest year. "The order pnosed by the Govt.
has again effeeted.onch overy ono 6f then. By not allowing the
-gmall size timber to move, the incentive of trac planting in Join-
tic Hills has been lost. People plent trees with a hope of harvesting
them during their life time, Hew, their tiene Now,due
to this order they have lost all their interest in tree planting.
Therefore, the decision of the Committee is impracticable. Shri
Ben Biam explained about the role played by timber trade in impors
ving the economy of the people, Shri K. Suchiang informed the
Minister fhat he has purchased forest worth &.10 lakhs in Mawdoh,
Norigstoin and most of the trecs are hardly 4ft.girth at breast
height. These forests were purchased about 5 years back. Therefore
it is not possible to have evén a single piece of big size 'timber
from the whole forests. He preyed time for the implementation of
the decisions. of the

act as
thoir own forests.

of the. qecisions
made all at the time or by installment. Tho informed
him that for the foresfs they have already taken possassion, they

wos meant only for Khasi Hilis or for all the Districfs in the St-te,.
He further say that evon the private forces Gunners are not
happy with the orders because their borrowing powor is Accor-
ding to his experience, a tree of 1 at the will be

woe ek/m
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6728
to nll, He also hinted at the possibility of consido-ring a percentage of small size also, According to his personalopinion, the Minister also felt that 12 inches squares as omum Aize is not practicable,

ofjence in which, time and people came and him forthe purchase of young forests,
given for the forests that were olrendy purchased in tie Jase,He felt that poor people will be mostly affected with order,

working provise be given to protect the poor and forestowners go that they will be able to dispose of their smalltimber to meet their need of foofing their houses ote,

below this will be ollowed after conducting a proper exercise by thedepartment, This is for the forests to be operated in- future only.For the timber that have been olready.been purchased,-he has agreedto consider the case sympathetically. Therefore, the Minister askedall the contractors to furnish the list of the converted timber immeediately for verification by compefent authority. For the forest that.were purchased butinot converted, he advised them not to convert:them till a decision is mode to this effect, Minister nlso asked them

the list of small size timber that have already bedn converted

the restriction of timber movement betweanaffect thése truck own

Nevertheless, he sympa-contractors and assured them that
ecessary relief order,ith a word,of, thanka from the

purchased,

x



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TIMBER CONTRACTORS OF JAINTIA HILLS HELDIM THE OFFICE CHAMBER OF THI CHIEF MINISTER ON 4TH AUGUST, 1981,
eee

Members present

Official
1. Chief Minister, Meghalaya.
2e Féweste Minister, Govt. of Meghalaya,
3e Secretary Forests,Govt. of Meghalaya.
4. Chief Conservator of Forests,Meghalaya.
5. Conservator of FPorests,Meghalaya.

1. Roskil Challam,
Ze U Melington Pale.
3 U Edling.
4. U M.Dikhar.
5e U D.Talang.

U W.Sna.
7. U Dwell.
8. Sd/- Illegible.
Ge U Kren.
10. U J.Suchiang.
11. U Kolin Siangshai.
12. U JeJyrwa.
13. Sd/- Illegible.
14. U Phre Pasi.
15. U Wensaia
16. U Ralem Law.
17. U Lakhon Bareh.
18. U K.Phawae

The Timber Dealers of Jaintia Hills met the Chief Minister on
4.8.81 to discuss about various problems faced by them because of the
restrictions on timber movement imposed by the State Govt. The Minister
incharge Forests, Meghalaya explained the positions. He said that the
forest owners in Meghalaya leased out their forests to timber contractors"for working all trees therein. These include trees of large dimension
aw well as the smaller ones. The timber dealers invest money on the
forests and want to extract as much timber as possible from them. Transps«'in Meghalaya is entirely road the best and the trucks Carrying timber
from remote places in Jaintia Hills if not allowed to move on the Shillon
Gauhati Road gfter sunset do faced aifficulttes as in such case, the
trucks cannot make one returm trip in a day. This problem has already
been under consideration by the Govt. and was discussed with the contractin a meeting held on 4.5.81 in the Minister Forest's Chamber. Certain
decisions were taken in that meeting and the timber dealers were asked

Xp Tiber Contractors

i

to furnish copies of the sales deeds and agreements executed by them
with various forest owners so that the Govt. can Study the problem infuller detail and modify the orders accordingly. The timber dealers have

ay
2
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so far not furnish the information sought.

The Chief Mienister desired that the information sought by the
Govt. should be submitted by the timber dealers within a specified time.
The Govt. then in consultation with the Law Deptt. will take appropriate
action to relax the rules to the extent possible keeping the interest
of the State in view.

It was also pointed out in the meeting thet the Saw Millers of
Meghalaya have also approached the Forests Minister and the meeting
was held with them recently in which the saw millers informed that the
saw milling industry is facing hardship for want of raw material as all
the timber produced in Meghalaya is being exported out in leg form. This
is a genuine problem faced by the saw millers and Govt. is keen to help
them also as a local small scale industry. It was therefore proposed
that a combine' meeting of the Saw Millers, the Timber Dealers and the
Dist. Council Authorities should be called so that some decisions can be
arrived at which will satisfy both the timber dealers as well as the
saw millers. The restrictions on night movement of timber trucks on the
GeSeRoad may be relaxed till the rmles under the Meghalaya (Removal of
Timber) (Regulation) Act are fimalised and publish.

Shri Roskil Challam raised the point that in the agreement on
restrictions of movement of undersized timber, the Jaintia Hills Dist.
Council was not a party. Jaintia Hills has a seperate Dist. Council and i:
is not under the jurisdiction of the Khasi Hills Dist. Council. Govern-
ment's imposition of restrictions on timber trade is unjustified and
amounts to infringement of prhvate rights of owners of forestse The
Jaintty are lovers of forests and they all agree that forests should be
preserved but the restrictions put by the Govt. do not appear to have
considered the right of the private forests owners.

The Chief Minister explained that the timber contractors have taken
timber t®ade as their profession. They should themselves,of theér own
interest see that the profession last for g¢he lifetime if all forests
are felled without any reguletion, the contractors themselves will
ultimately lose their préfession, The Govt. do not propose to interfere
with the private rights but aimed to bring in some discipline in working
of the forests whether they are private forests or community owned
forests or State forests. Removal of timber from the forest areas has to
be regulated so that the forests can be perpetuated. In this, the owners
of the forests and the Govt. will have to work jointly so that the
resources can be conserved and properly utilised.

Shri W.Sna, President of the Forest Contractors Association of
Jaintia Hills also um felt that the new Act as published in the Gazette
and July,1981 is an infringement of private rights as it aims to bring
a complete ban of working of forests. The Secy. Forests explained that t
the Act does not banned working of forests but aims only to bring some
restrictions which are necessary in the interest of the State as a whole.

Shri D.Talang, explained that the owners do not always want to
fell the small trees, they also want the trees to grow mature so that
they fetch better value but sometimes circumstances compelled them to

ane work even smaller trees to meet their needs. The private forest areas
aa is a wealth the mummers owners possessed and they want to utilise it

at the time of need, 3/00
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The Chief Minister informed that the Govt. may find ways and means
to meet such needs by providing help to save immature trees from being fella
Some suitable scheme may perhaps be taken up for this purpose. All these
can be discussed in a meeting as already proposed and decisions regarding
the relaxation needed may be arrived at and these may then be accommodated
to the extent possible in the rules now being framed under the Meghalaya
(Removal of Timber) (Regulation) Act.

The timber traders insisted that the Govt. Act must recognise the
right of the private forest owners on their forests. Failure to do so will
act as a disincentive to land owners to maintain their forests. They akso
requested the Govt. that the restrictions on movement of timber may not be
enforced now till the meeting proposed is held.

The Secretary proposed that the meeting may be held in the second
week of September and requested eftimber traders to give their views
within the current month and also supply copies of all the deeds requested
earlier so that Govti may have the time to study them properly and come
up with concrete proposals in the meeting.

The meeting ended with a few words of thanks from the Chief Minister.
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GOVERNMENT QF MEGHALAYA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSERVAOR OF FORESTS MEGHALAYA 8 SHILLONG,

Frams The Chief Conservator of Foresta
- Meghalaya, Shillong,

$a

Nd,MPG 51/4/70 Dated Shillong, the Sth March 19982
ae Pe Fm teed ENE SenORE EPSfgsued On

Thea Secretary to the Govt, of Meghalaya,Forest Department,

The Meghalaya Forest (Removal of Timber) (Regulation)Act, 1981,
Subs

Govt, letter No,FOR,50/80/152 dated 6,2,82 and the D,0,letter No,FOR,50/80/154 dated 27,2,82.

air, I am herewith submitting two copies of the rulea under
the above mentioned Regualtion as desired by Government, I am
as much anxious as Government that this Act should be applied

licence is required for movement of timber, it has been providedumier the same Section at b) that no licence shall be granted
the Schedu1e to this Act, The main timbers that go out from theState gn large quantity are Sal and Pine which needs to be controlled,Since we do not have a market for all sizes of timbers withinthe State unless we have some authority under the Act to grantlicences for trade or establishment of a Trading Depot, there
may be a difficulty in operating the Act, Under Section 3(2) the

that this Section 3 does not include State Government as under
Section 21 exemption has been given for removal of timber outside
the State by or on behalf of the State Government,

diffi movementti.at we could control movement
had Shiy pointed the ff culties as under 3 )(a)whileo

by the cometent authority in respect of timbers specified in

State Government can add, amend or cancel any item in
itself, I am quite awarethe Schedule but cannot' o

a

However, if Government feels that amendment can be made
by Government and Notification issued in this respect, the rules
can be applied,

With regard to the staff required for implementation ofthis Act this ia being worked out and will be submitted late,In the current year's budget we have no fund at all,
The Secretariat File No, FOR,74/81/Pt has already been

returned to the Secretariat on 16th February, 1982,

Yours faithfully 4

( P, & Ingty )
Chief Conservator of Forests, Meghalaya,



Meghalaya Forests (Removal of Timber) (Regulation)Rules 1982,

No. In excereiee of the nowers conferred
by Section 22(i) of the Meghalaya Forest (Removal of Timber)
keoulation)Act 17981 the Covernment of Meohalaya hereby makes
the following sules.

Chanter I

Preliminary,
1. Short title. extent and commencement

(1) These rules may be called the Mechalaya Forest
ty (Removal of Timber) (RKequlation) Kules 1982,

(2) They shall extend to whole of the State of Mecha laya,
(3) They shall come into force with effect from the date
of their notification in the Mechalaya Cazette,

», Definitions,
In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires;(i) Act means the Meghalaya Forests (Femoval of timber)
(kequlation) act 1981,
(ii) The Divisional Forest Officer (D.F.9.) means any
Officer so desiqnated and shall include Asst. Conservator
of Forests or Nenuty Conservator of Forests when incharce
of territorial Forest Divisions under the control of the
State Forest Department.
(iii) All other terms and expressions used in these rules
but not defined shall have the same meaninos resoectively
asiqned to them in the Act,

Application 3.(a) Application for removal of timber outside the Statefor licence shall be submitted in form No. 1 apnended to these rules,

jurisdiction the forests from where the timbers are proposed
to be removed to outside the State, throuch the District

(b) Application for establishment of a "Trading Devot"
shall he submitted in form No.II aprended to trese rules in
the manner as described under (a) above.
(c) All under this rule shall he submitted in
duplicate and the arininal copy of wich shall bear none
judiciel stamp of Paise only.

how to
submit. to the Nivisianal' Forest Officer. under whose territorial

Council of the respective District, © - rn

-2fme.
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Application how 4. (a) The Divisional Forest Officer, on receipt of the
tobe disposed. application mentioned in the Rule 3 above shall issue an

acknowledgement in Form No.III apncnded to these Rules,
(b) The Divisional Forest ¥ficer shall cause an enquiry in
the manner he deems proper and upon his full satisfaction
shall issue; as the case may te ;

1. Permission to remove timber 6ér trade outside the State
stéting specifically the specias, total quantity and the
minimum gize of loas or timber allowed to be transnorted,
anc the ares from which such timber are allowed, The valie
dity of the licence shall not year, "subject to
the provision of renewal for another year. The licence
Shall he issued in Foim No. IV appended to these rules,

ii. The licence for the establishment of a Trading Tepot shall
be issued in the Form No.V appended to these Rules. Locatim
of the Depot and its boundery shell be clearly mentioned in
the licence ovanted the validity of the licence shall he
upto the foli owing 3lst March + but shall be renewable for
further periods ending on 3lst March on anplication,

(c) Application for cenowal of the licences under (i) and (ii)
abéve shall be submitted 30 deys before the expiry of the
licence in Form oeVI apsended to these Rules.

(3) The Davisiona Ferest wfficer, on causina the enquiry on

receipt of tne apnlication referred under suberule(a) above,if not fully satisfied, may refuse issue of licence for reasons
to be recorded in writing.

Orders gxantina or refusing issue of licence shall be
communicated within doys frém the date of receint of the
anplication.

is not to the anplicant, shal1the sol lean
within richts to assume that the order has been sesued in+

a
wee his favour and shall he entitled to tske such action he

thinks fit for establibhment of the orGe
exporting timber outside the State as for byapolled hin

eo,+ liethell.and no action on him on this ecount Fa will
however heve to cive a written intimation to the Civisional
Forest"Officer to the effect that he hes ascumed that

A oohe t

oh
( 4 a

toa

Ww.
fd (oo

(e) If final order Qi refusing the application
wk te

be
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as the prescribed time limit has expired, the order is
deemed to have beén received,

how to be paid. renewal of the licences:
For issue of a licence in form No.IV &.2%7/= if the

applicant beloncs to any Scheduled Trihe recoonised in the
State of Mechalays or &.50/- for others.ner 100 Cum, of
timber proposed to be exported or part thereof. For renewal
of the above - and BS respectively ver 1CO Cum,
of timber to be exported subject to the maximum of Rs

in both cases ergot For issue of 3 licence in the
Form No. V. fs.280/- if the licencee is a scheduled tribe
recoanised in the Stata of Menhalava or &,500/- if otherwise,
For renewal of the above Licence Bs and 2s.200/= res=
pectively oer 1000 Sq.Metre of depot araa or part thereof
subject to a maximum of in both cases,

Appeal aoainst 6. (a) An aoalicant being acrieved by the orders issued by

of Forests whose orders on the same shall be final and
binding on him,
(b) "n appeal referred to above shall he preferred within

Lineace fee - Se The following fees shall be légiable for issuing an'

orders of D.F.O.
how to dispose, the D.F.9, may prefer an apneal to the Chief Conservator

Sixty days frim the date of ¢2munication of the order
fappealed audinst, The Spoeal petition shell bebr afon-
jucicial stamp of Rs.1G/e only and shall accompany a deposit
at call receipt of 250/= only as the appeal fees., without
Which no appeal shall be heard,

shall be credited to Covt. as "isc. revenue of the Forest
Department.

In the event of the appeal being oranted the fees paid
shali be towarts licence fees nayable by the
apnlicant,

licence holder. timber and maintaining trading depots respectively and the
abstract copies of the recisters showing monthly transace
tion of timber shall be submitted within the 7th day of the
month following to the Divisional Forest Officer concerned.
The format to be used for the submission of the monthly
returns shall be as per Form VI(a) ahd VII(a).

(c) The appeal fees referred to above shall te forfeitedAppeal fees
to the Covt. in the event of the apoedl beine rejected and

how dealt.

Records to be 7. Registers in forms No.VI and VII apnended to these ruleMaintained nd
furnished by the shall be maintained by the licence holders for export of
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@. The licence holder shall have a seperate property hammer

registered with the Divisional Forest Officer for use an timbers
dealt by him either for stocking in the trade depot or exnorted out
of the State, The facimile of the hammer shall be approved by the
DFO and shall contain the Licence No, of the licence holder, Usual
fees as prescribed under the relevent forest acts and rules shall be
laviable for recistration of the hamner referred to under this rul
96 officer

{
+ forestauthorisedorOfficerForestDivisionalThe

verify the same during any reasonable time during the working hours
at any frequency as he deems fit and necessary, and the licencee
shall be bound to produce such documents, registers. andc assist the
forest officer in checkine and verification works,
10. Any forest produce found within the depot premises or in
possession of the licencee, uncovered by legal Transit Pass, permit
or challan or any other valid document authorising such possession
shall be liable to be confiscated to the Govt. besides makina the
licencee liable to any legal action under relevant rules in force.
il. Every consignment of timbers meant for export outside the
State shall be mheckad by a forest officer not below the rank of
Forester Grade I and an Export Transit Pass issued for the produce
of approved size and species. No timber shall be allowed to cross the
State boundaries for export trade unless accompanied by the transit
pass referred to above,
12, The boundary of the trading deoot shall be demarcated and
maintained by the licence holder and the licence holder shall he
liable to answer for any timbers lying within 100 metres of the
boundary so demarcated and recorded in the licence, provided that
such area is not covered by a seperate licence issued to other
licence holders,
i3. The lowest minimum size of timber which will be allowed to be
exported shall be as follows,

For all timber in the round form: 30 Cm in diametre
20 Cm x 20.Cm,For al] rouch Squaresty

shall be-entitied timberofstockandregistersthecheck and



Form No, I
(Rule 3 (a) )

From:

To
The Divisional Forest Officer

Division

'tp Through Chief Forest Officer
Hills Dist. Council

e

gub Removal of timber outside the State,

Sir,
I intend to transport the timbers particulars ofwhich are furnished below to

trade-purposes. / f name of p ace outside Sate
;Necessary permission for the Same may kindly beissued,

All necessary particulars are furnished below
1. Name of Applicant

and permanent address:

2. Description of timbers
intended to be exported:
Sp. Size Quantity

3. Origin of the Forest produce:

(i) Name of the forest areas from where collected,

(44) How acquired - (reference may be given to valid permit,settlement ordars etc),
4. Period during which the forest prodyceiS proposed to be exported,
5. The route through which to he exported andname of the established Forest Check Gatethrough which it will cross the State Boundary,



Form No.Tl
Rute 3(b)

C.Fefs a 3 . 30p

of Forests
Division

Through Chief Forest Officer,
Dic

*

Subjecti- Establishnent of a Trading Depot for Timber:Ref issionfor,
Sir, I intend to establish a trading depot for timber at
a place mentioned below, A11 necessary particulars are furnished
below, ;

Necessary permission may kindly be accorded,
1. Name & address of

applicant
2. Description of the

roposed tinber
not,

yi) Location
Willage Town ete.

te, )Bounded by t- Horth
East
South,
West

Cin case of irregulatty shaped
land area may be furnished
accordingly apvroximatez
average length & average width)

GAD ) area " of the proposea Depot}

Length
Width
Area Sq.M,

M,

3c Quantity of Timber proposed to be stocked in the depot.

Cm.
Average monthly Cn.

Cn,Maximun

2



-2

+h, Is the depot meant for local Séile
export to outside the state,

Se Owner ship of the proposed Depot landIf the land does not belong to the
applicant has permission for its

_ proposed use been taken from the owner,

€ attach copy of documentary proof)
6. From where the timber is going to

be procured for stocking in the
Timber Depot « Indicate authorityfor procurement and mode of pro-
curement,

7s Period for which the Denog is
proposed to be maintained,

a

dy
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a 4a a Bule 4(a)
NO.

Frem: Dt.
Deputy Conservater ef Forests

Division

Te: o

-4

Sir,
Yaur application 4n Ferm I fer establishment ef

1 been received in this effice en day ef
198

; Yours faithfully,

Deputy Censervater of Forests
Divisiens

My de*eH

»

«

FORM NO.

IT
hasa timber Tracing

licence fer expert Timber



Ford WO IV
RULE 4 (b) i.

Licence fos export of timber outside the Stats.

Subject to provisions of Meghalaya Forest (Removal of

this
timber) (Regulation)act, 1981 end Rules framed there underlicence is hereby a to.

eName s

«Waadress

for export of timber outside the State for the period
Prom to 31.3.198_,as per
datails mentioned below,

Species length Girth Volume
size HKemarks

Total vélune Cum.

NOTE

(1) Details to ba furnished species wise and where Lensth/size cannot be assessed maximumno. of each species
allowed to be transported ontsiie the State may be
mentioned).

(2) Timbers -of size below the prescribed limit and Sp-ciesincluded the Schedule of the Act are not allowed to.be
transported outside,

Licence fee of Rs. realised vise Pt.No.
dated

veed/-

i

1 1



(2)

Facimal of of the lepol hammer approved =

Dated Deputy Conservator of Forests

The licsnce is renewei upto 31st March 1981On realisation of a licence fee of Rs.
_only videRact.No,

Dated

Notes

the
Deputy Conse vator of Forests,

198

The licence shell b surrendered within 15 days from
tay

the date of expiry to the issuing office.

Re

RE



Fora No

Licence for es tab oh of a
Tamber Trading Depot.

(Mle 406) 42)
Subject to provision of Meghalaya Forest (Removal of Tinber)
(Regulation) act 1981, This licence is hereby granted to

Name

Address

For the period fron to ._ 34.3. 198 to ert-llish a
trading depot for timber at

Location
at

Covéiging an area of more or less Sq Metres bounded
by on the North

Last,
South,

PWest,

and is allowed to trade on tinber subject to tie provisions of
Meghaluya Forest (Removal af timber) (Regulation? Rules 1982 from
the said premises,

+

Licence fee of fs.
Dt,

realised vide Receipt No.

3
of Forests

Licence is renewed upto 31st March 108 _ _ on realisation ae

of renewal fees of Is. vide Rt.No 196,

Dated
the Deyuty Conservator of Forests1981

Notes
Licence shall be surrendered within 15 days from the dute of expiryto the issuing office,

ay
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Form 'ea. VI
Rule 7

Register ef Expert ef timber te autside the State
es ee

bres unere Ket te Balance Steck
ef tho data

Pe
e

p

w
oe

+

¥

e-

5

e

t
¢
$
8

t
e

t

e
@

¢.

Date, Receint , % Data t Qtsresal
v Particulars, vhere
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Form Ne. vi (a)(tule 7 )
Expert ef Timber Return for the menth ending

Name ef Licence Helder Licence 'we

Clesing balance at the
end af the nenth
Cel 5-8 Remarks

etal of

Quantity ef Timbor Received during Quantity ef Timber expertodthe sentn during fhe senth
pec es* Size * O une

e
¢
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nent men
4 16

rtified that the infermatian furnished abeve ate cerrect te the best ef myknewledge and
(1) Entrisa shauld be wspeoias visesDated

the (2) Te be subaitted te the D.C.F.canearnednet later than 7th day of the. month,
EE re ok ee

Signature of Licence Helderd
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Abstract af Steck Asgister
( Rule 7 ) Fox the mentH of

FORM NOsVII(a)
198

( Ts be submitted not Jater than 7th day of the fallewing manth)

Depot Licence No. Name ef Licence heluer

Opening Tetal of
steck an Received Cel e during the month. ef the month

Specie Quantity Quantity dispesed Closing stack
Remarks,t and

Ist ef the , during the t 3. (Col, )
menth t month
(Volume) (Volume )

73* t 2 t 4

Certified. that the return is cerrect to thetestDated
of my knawledces

The a

ef the Licence helder,
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Let CCF examtne furlier

and give his views. CONF IDEND-TAL

14/6

Dated Shillong,the 1ith June, "32
305/75 32

SECRETARY FORE ST

Draft Bill to amend the Meghalaya Porast
(Removal of Timber) (Regu ation) Act, 1981,

U/Min file Wo,#Q,50/380 is sent herewith together with a
Pinancial Memorandum, ". Memorandwa on Delegated Legislation
and the statement of Objects and Reasons may be given from
your end,

We are, however, of the view that the difiiiculcy
faced by the Department may be overcome by issuing a notifie
cation cancelling the required items from the Schedule under
Section 3(2) while at the same time may prescribe the minimun
size of such timbers for which no licence should be granted
under proviso (a), Hence no amendment is necessary on this
account, This point may be raised in Assembly, The effect of
the proposed amendment 13111 is that is will limit the scope
of the Act. for minimun size of tinbers may now be prescribed
only in respect of the timbers Specified in the Schedule and
no longer in respect of any and every timber as can be done
under the existing provision, This point may also be raised
in the Assembly,

point may also be raised why cannot minimun
Size be specified in the Act itself in reSpect of the few
trees in the Schedule,

drart Bill as desired wide your endorsement

Sd/~
Deputy Secretary to the Govt, of Meghalaya,

D, R, Rymmai,

Law Department,
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D/O No.MFG.51/4/70/Ptaist June 1982%

Secretary Forests U/0.,

Your endorsement on Law Department's U/O
No.1J.201/80/3 of 29.5.82,

fhe draft rules and forms retyped after due
varification and placed below in triplicate for your
necessary action.

oN,
SO

Chief Conservator of Forests,
Meghalaya, Shillong.



we

y

/27
MEGHALAYA FORESTS/(REMOVAL OF TIMBER) (REGULATION) RULES, 1982,

Noe In exercise of the powers conferred
by Section 22 of the Meghalaya Forest (Rewoval of Timber)
(Regulation) Act, 1981 the Government of Meghalaya hereby make
the following rules, namely :=

The Meghalaya Forest (Removal of Timber) (Regulation)
Rules, 1982,

CHAPTER

Preliminary

1. Short title.extent and commencement,' (1) These rules may be called
the Meghalaya Forest (Removal of Timber) (Regulation) Rules, 1982,
2) They shall extend te whole of the State of Meghalaya.
) They shall come into force at ence.

2.: Definitiong.In these rules,unless the context otherwise
requires;
(a) means the Meghalaya Forests (Removal of Timber)

(Regulation) Act, 1981.
(b) "Competent authority* means that Competent Authority

appointed by the Government under Section 2(a) of
the Act, *

(c) "Fo * means a form appended te these Rules,
(d) All other tems and e ressions used in these rulesbut not defined shall ave the same meaning respectivelyasigned to them in the Act.

3; for licences, (1) 4ppliration far romnval of ti
eutside the State shall be submitted in form toe I to the
Competent authority under whose territérial jurisdiction the
forests from where the timbers are proposed to be removed are
situated,

* The Divisional Forest Officers-in-Charge of territoria}Divisions have been appointed competent authorities vide Govt,
dated 1982,Noti fication No.

TWO =
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(2) Application for establishment of a "Trading Depot"
Shall be in form No.IT in the same manner as
provided under sub-rule. (1).
(3) Apolications under sub-rules (1) end (2) shall be
submitted through the istrict Council of the ccncerned
autonomous District wherever so required under the Act.
(4) &11 applications under this rule shall be made in
duplicate andthe original cuoy of which shall bear a
court fee stamp of nupees Three and thirty paise only.

(1) The Competent authority on receipt of the apoliestion
under rule 3, shail lwaedlately acinowledge receipt of
the same and subject tothe provisions of the act, csuse
an enquiry to bs made in a manner he deems propere

(2) If the Competent authority is satisfied that a licence
may be granted shall «
(a) for removal of timber cutsice the state for trade.or

otherwise, issue a licerce in form No.ITII and the species,sizes, total quantity of the logs or timbers the area from
where the timbers ore to be renoves and the route by which
the game ara to sass in the stzte snall be stated in the
licence. the licence granted under this clause shall be validfor a period not exceeding one year and may for a like period
be renevwed,

(b) for establishment @ depot, issue a licence in form No.iV
which shall be valid upto the 31st of March next fdhlowing
and may for a iike period be runewod.

(3) Whebe grant of licencg under these Rules is refused the
competent authority snall record the reasons therefor.
(4) If no final order is passed on an application by the

Spompetent. authority within siz months ?rom that dite of its
receipt it shall be deemed that licence has teen frentede
(5) Application for renewal cf the licence shall be made in
form No.V md submitted a t least thirty days before expiry
of#the licence.

5. Ligences not to be rranted. Not withstanding anything contained
in these tules the Competent aut. ority shall not grant any licence

Ger reuoval outside the stute in respect of timbers of the
following sizes, namely : -

re THRs/ >



(4) all timbers in round form which are less then
30 cyt. in diameter.

(44) all rouch Square tinubers which are les thin
cea, in cross area?

bet

Provided that in cise at Carpinas vamineu no licence
shall be granted where timbers in the round form are less
tian 20 com. in diniheter, and where in sguwn for: are less than
41> x 15) SyUare ceme in the base ures.
6, apjeal eguinst orders of Competont amy (1) any

applicunt being u by the orders of the competent
authority my prefer an appeal to the Chief Conservutor of
forests whase orders an the gume shall bea final.

(2) The shall be preferred within sixth days from the
Gate of of the order appealed ageinst, The
eppeal petition shall bear & court fee stump of .wpees
ten only una shall uccompuny u Bank depositeat-call receipt
of xupees #ifty only as the appetl feus without which no appexl
shall, be heard.

(3) The appeal fees referreaa to . bove shall be forfeited to
the GOVE in tne event of tha ap eal being rejected
and shall be ceouited to Goverm nt as Miscellaneous revenue
of ths Forest Lepartment.
In the event of the eppeal being crunted the feas shall be

adjusted towards licence fees by the apliecnt.
7e Licence Fees . (1) vor issue of licence under these nules

fees ut the following rates end in court fee stumps shall
be paid namely i=

A

Category of Licence amount
(i) For & licence in form iupees Five hundred per 100 cubic

s NosIIL (aemoval of tim- meter or part thereof subject
bers). to asmaximume of cupees One

tiousand.

£1) "or a licence in form hupees #ive hundred per 1C0 syunre
hoeIV (setting up or a meter of the ures covered by
trading aapot). the depot or any part thereof

af

subject to a muximim of
Mae chousand.

FOUR/=
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(414) For renewal of licence iupses three hundred,referred in item (L)-
(ivi For renewal of licence Rupees two hundrei.referred in item (14),
(2) Members belonging to Scheduled Tribes recognise as
such in the State of Meghalaya shell pay half of the anounts
specified in column two of sub-rule (1) provided showever,that the maximum of Nupees One thousand Shall also applyin their case.

8. @ecords fo he mnintained and tipnt shed hy tha Yu,1 dy -
Every licences shall maintain the registers as in forms
No,VI and No.VII for export df timber and maintaining
trading depots resnectively and abstract from the registers
showing monthly transaction of timber shall be submitted
with' the 7th day of month following to the Competent
Authority. The format to be wed for the submission of the
monthly returna shall be as per form No,VleA and No,

9. Proverty hammer, The shall have @ separate
property revistered with t he Competent authorityfor use on timbers dualt by him for the trade depot. The

of the hammer shall be approved by the Competent
Aithority and all contain the Licence number of the licence
holder. Usual fees as prescribed under the relevent forest
Acts and rules shall be leviable for re,istration of the
hagner referred to under this rule.

106. Nerification by tha Tha
authority or an officer not below the rank of a forester
and authorised by him shal1 have the right to check and
verify the registers and the stock of timber at any reasone
able time during the working hours and the licencee shall be
bound to produce such documents, registers and render all
assistance to the officer in checking and verification
of the timbers,

FIVE
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lls Stackina of anv other timber s= Any timber or forest
produce found in the depot or within 100 meters from
the boundaries thereof or in possession of the licencee and
mot covered by valid Transit Pass,permit or Challan

/ QF any other valid document shall be liable to be confis-
cated to the Government besides making the licencee

a liable to any other action under the law,

12s, Export Transit Passs- Every consignment of timbers meant
for export outside the State shall be checked by a forest
. officer not below the rank of Forester Grade I and an
Export Transit Pass issued. No timber shall be allowed
to cross the State boundaries unless accompanied by the
Export Transit Pass.
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Meghalaya Forests (Removal of timber) Regula tion) act, 1981
duet 12 of 1481.

Financiel implications on enforcing the provisions of
the act and the mde thereunder, shell be us follows.
I. Costs:
(a) Setting up of the enforcement Kanges = one euch for 3 territorial

division. of Khasi,Guro and Jaintia liills.
stuffing puttern
ach iange will have the following steff :

Forest Hunger as ancharge of the ange
Range assistant

1

1

Foresters - attuched for checking the
authorised desots ete. 2

Forest Guarau = attached to wange 1

(b) Bstablishment of Check Gates on all exit routes
of the Stute - there shall be 11 gates in all at the foliowing
places :

On the Nutional Highways: (1) Jorabut, (2)
(3) Dainadubi and (4) Bajengdoba.

(11) Tikirkilla, (12) adokgiri, (13) shurkuta
and (14)

&

24 hours of the duy ana shull be manned by one Yorester and
three gute men.

The gates on the other plices will remain closea between
sunset and gunrise and shall be manned by one Forester und 2 gute men

eache

On other exit roads ; (5) Garampuni, (6) Umsiung, (7) athiabari,
% (8) vaham, shanduli, (16)

a The gates on the Hutionul Highways shall be opened for

(a) Cost of esteblishment :

(i) Salary inclusive of a11 allowances 47, 00U/=
(11) Traveiiing Allowances Leo. 6,00 /=
(iii) Office wzxpenses - stutionery Forms, stores

end misc.contingent charges including
for office. 20,000acconodution

Totul for one 1w0ge 73, 006/=
For three such runges for 3 Divisions 2,1,,000/-

ee



(b) For Gute staff:
(i)
(11)
(444) fravelling allowances of vute stufr leo De(iv)

Pay ind allowsnces for 14 Check Gates Foresters 1,26,000/-o~ for 32 Gate Men 2,40,000/-
30,000/-

lighting arrangements,movement of seized
cost affor the gutes

35,000/-
timber etc, 250C/= per gute for 11 gates,

Total (b) 431, 000/~
Zotal Kecurring Cost - (a) and (b) 6,50,000/~
it. Non itecurring Cost:

(a?
(@)

(a)
(ab)
(2)

DHK/=
5/6/82.

Cost of accomodution for the staff :- (For .iunges).Cost of 3 office Buildings & 50,000/-- 1,50,000/-(6) Cost of 3 i.u.'s yuarters © 75,000/- 2525,000/~
3 & 50,000/- 1,5G,000/~-do_ 6 ¥Yoresters "

@ §0,000/~ 3,00,060/-"doe 3 forest Guards "
¢ 35,000/- 1,05, COU/=#) _do_ of erecting 13 gates-© 1000/- 14,,000/~Semi-germanent

ih "ypeunits ¢- 15000/_ par unit.
quarters for the Gute

iy Cost of crexting fenced in storuge depot ror

steff se 6,40, 000/-
seized and at euch gute

40,000/-
Hose 10000/- 5CU0/- each.

Total Non-Resurring Cost t- 17,24, 000/~a
The cupitel component of expenditure will be phasedout over a period of 3 years. £111 the construction of
permanent quarters for the utaff, hired accomodation will
be arrunged wand rents paid from tha recurring expenditure.

Note
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13, CQAPCSITIQ FEE 3

Officercauthorised by the Covernment under Section 15 of theAct,

le Any offence under the Act may be compounded by an

on payment of a sum of money equal to double the amountof royalty value of the timber in respect of which theoffence has been committed 5subject to a minimum of Bs
(Rupees Fifty) only,
Ze The Composition Fee payable under sub-rule (1) above

on the timber,
shall be in addition to the royalty and other dues payable

ae

ay



1/7

FORM NO. I

"RULE 3 (I) OF THE MERTR RULES, 1982,7

From

To
The Divisional Forest Officer
(TheCompetent Authority under the MFRTR Act} 1981)Division.

Subject REMOVAL OF TIMBER OUTSIDE THE STATE,

Six,
I intend to transport the timbers particulars of

which are furnished below to
name of place outsids tha State

for trade purpose.

Necessary permission for the same may kindly be

issued.
All necessary particulars are fumished below ;~

i. Name ef Applicant and pemanent
address.

2. Deseription of timbers intended ;
to be pxported
Sp. Size Quantity.

3. Origin of the Forest produce ;
(4) Name of the forest areas from where collected.
(ii)How acquired - (reference may be given to valid permit,settlement orders etc),
4. Period during which the forest ;

produce is proposad to be
exported,

5. The route through which to be :
.@xported and name of the exta-
blishment Forest Check Gate
through which it will cross the
State Boundary.

Yours faithfully,



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The application dated (in
fom I) fron for
a licence to export timbers outside the State has been re~

ceived in this Office on

SEAL OF

OFFICE.

Divisional Forest Officer,
(The Competent authority under the MFRTR Act,1981)

Division e

a



FORM If
ZRULE 3(2) OF THE MFRIR RULES, 1982 7

From

To
Divisional Forest Officer,(The Competent Authority under the MFRTR Act,1981)

Division.
ESTABLISHMENT OF A TRADING DEPOT FOR TIMBER:
REMISSION FOR,

Sub 3

Sir,
I intend to establish a trading depot for timber

at a place mentioned below, All necessary particulars are
furnished below,

Necessary permission may kindly be acdomed,i. Name and address of applicant:
2. Deseription of the proposed :timber Depot.
(i) Location 3

(41) Bounded by sNorth
East

South
West

(Village Town etc. )

(iii) Area of the proposed{in of irrequ- Length
la shaped~l and area Width M.
may be furnished accom
dingl1. approximate Area Me

wi
ngth and.averageth].3 quant ty

of Timber proposedto be stocked in the depot;: Minimum
Maximum

Average monthly
4. Js the depot meant for local ;sale or for export to outsidethe state.
5S. Owner-ship @f the proposed Desot:land. If the land dees not belongto the applicant has pemission forits proposed use been taken fromthe owner.

(attach copy of documentary proof).



7. Period for which the Depot :
ig proposed to be maintained,

Yours faithfully,

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT,

The application dated (in
form II) from for a licence to
establish a timber licence depot at

has been received in this office on

SEAL OF
OFFICE

Divisional Forest Officer,
(The Competent Authority under the MFRTR Act,1981)Division



FORM NO, IIL

{RULE 4(2) (a) OF THE MFRTR RULES, 19827

Licence for export of timber outside the State.
Subject te provisions of Meghalaya Forest (Removal oftimber) (Regulation) Act, 1981 and Rules framed there-underthis licence is hereby granted to,.

Name 5

Add ress 3

fer export of timber outside the State for the period from
te 31.3.198 as per

details mentioned below. The route through which the timbers
may be transported shall be

Species Length tery RemarksGirth Volume

fe

Total Volume Cum.

NOTE 2

(1) Details to be furnished species wise and where length/size cannot be assessed maximum No. of each species,allowd to be transported outside the State may be
mentioned).

(2) Tadmbers of size below the prescribed limit and speciesincluded the Schedule af the Act are not allowed to be
transported outside,

Licence fee ef Rs. realised vide Rt.No.
dated

eee e
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(2)

Facimal of the Depot hammer approved ~

Dated Divisional Forest Officer,
(The Competent Authority under the

Division.the 198 MFRTR Act, 1981)

The licence is renewed upto 31st March, 198+

on realisation of a licence fee of Rs, only vide
Rect. No. sted 198

Dated

Divisional Forest Officer,
(The Competent authority under the

MFRTR AGt, 1981),

Note 5 The licence shall be surrendered within 15 days from
the date of expiry to the issuing office,



4(2) (b) OF THE MFRTR RULES,19827
Licence for establishment of a Timbet Trading Depot.

Subject te prevision ef Meghalaya Forest (Removal ef Timber)
(Regulatien) Act,1981. This licence is hereby granted to

Name

Address

For the period from to 31,3.198 te establish
a trading depet fer timber at

Lecatien
at

Covering an area ef more ex less Sq.Metres bounded

by en the Nerth
East
Seuth
West U

and is allowed to trade on timber subject toe the provisions ef
Meghalaya Forest (Removal of Timber) (Regulation) Rules 1982 from
the said premises.
Licence fee ef Rs, realised vide Receipt Na.

Dt.

a Divisional Forest Officer.

Licence is renewed upto 3lst March,198__ on realisation
of renewal fees of Rs. vide Rt. No, 198

Dated
the 1981.

Divisional Forest Officer.

Not: Licence shall be surrendered within 15 days from the
date of expiry te the issuing office.



o FORM NO,_V,.

"ame 4(5) OF THE MFRTR RULES, 19827
From

The Divisional rorest Officer,(The Competent Authority under the MERI Act,1981),Division,
Sub : RENEWAL OF THADING/DEPOT LICENCE NO,

Sir,
I hereby apply for renewal of the licence No.

of for transporting
timbers outside the State/ for establishing a trading depot
for timbers for a further period of one year ending on 3lst

*Maggh,
i9

Toe following changes say kindly be incorporated
in the licence,

The licence is enclose herewith for necessary
action.

e

Yours faithfully,



FORM NO.VE
CULE @ OF THE MFRTR RULES, 19827Register of fxport of timber ta outside the State.

Da

Particulars of Timber From whexe' Ref te Balance Stock
Size t received. TP/challad Particulars of of the data.

issued.No. Sop.) Size Vol2 3 4 3 3 6 7 a 94 109 il 12 13
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FORM NO, VI-4
C PLE 8 OF THE MFRIR RULES, 1982 7

Export of Timber Return for the month ending 198

Name of Licence Holder Licences No.

Quantity of Timber experted Closing balance at theQuantity of Timber Received during
during the month

Opening stock (Col
nd of

Species § Size Species § Size Reaarks.e ve
Gol. 344at the beqin- during

thening of the
month. zonth

2 3 4 3 6 P 8 9 10

Certified that the infomation fumished above are correct to the
the best of ay knowledge and belief.

Dated

- eo ofw oe oe om em om oe ow a os oO om aw we «oe
qnature of Licence Folder.

NOTE 3

2}
Entries should be sade species wise,To be submitted te the ordst-Officer concerned not Later then 7th-day the followin month.



FORM NO, VII
"Rue OF THE MRIR RULES, 19827

REGISTER OF RECEIPT AND DISPOSED
DATED

From WheresDate

size& date

is
Spec es art c ars

osed. engt Volume How dis~ Reference Balance
posed, to TP. steck

No. &date at the Remarks.
end of

7 io fo ou4 Fs the day
14 1 25 16 a7
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POR No. VON

(RULE @ OF THE 'RTH RULES, 13827

(To be subuitted mt later than 7th day of the following month)
Abstract of Stock Register For the aonth of 198

_gane of Licence holdert Licence
os ngdisposed Remarks.

Specie cuantit Tatal ef of the nonth
stock on Reced Cole and (Col. 4 = 5
Ist of the during the 3
mon month

4
(Volume} (Volume)

+

Certified that the retum is correct te the best -
of my knowledge. 8Dated

3

gnature of the Licence Ho der.



ON PRIVATE FORESTS.
INCONSIDERATE VE.ANMEN \'

Through News Papers we are to write about the inconsi-

@erate acts of Meghalaya Government by implementing Rules and Regu-

lations on Private Forests in the State.

The Government of Meghalaya has adopted Rules and Regu-

lations that the owners of the Private Forests are no longer able

to operate their undersized pine trees. Tis action of the Govern-

ment has greatly affected the timber contractors as royalty has

been paid in advance put the period of operation takes mapy years

to complete. On these matters where the timber contractors are

victignised, the Government will be able ta @r not to help the

timber contractor to recover for what they have lost especially
when nowadays some of them have stopped their business.

again, these Rules and Regulations made by the

'Government will seriously affect the citizens of the State which

at the sametime they are the forest and land owners, as most of

ther leased out their forests not only that trees are matured but

due to financial difficulties. Hence the question of matured or

unmatured does not arise, but the owners can act whenever necessary.
It seems that the Government is making Rules and Regulations without

prior"consideration ef future problems that may arise.
In fact, the owners derived their benefits from the

forests after they have maintained properly and protected from fire
hazzards. A forest originally having hundred trees brings out thoue

aand members after it was leased out. The private owners want te
retain the pine trees in order to derive more benefit. In these

poor conditions, will the private owners wote again these inconste
derate MLAs in the next election, where they will renew again these
inconsiderate Rhles and Regulations ?

Actually, on these serious matters, we have the Syiems,
Dolois, Lyngdohs and Wahadadars and it is their resvonsibility -to
see the well-being of their people (subjects) in the State.

These Rules and Regulations has implemented by the Govern

-ment by construction of Checkgates throughout the road length upto
Burnihat and at the sametime power has been given to the D1strict
Council to implement these Rules and Regulations.
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To Counteract these Rules and Regulations, the
Association of Timber Contractors and private owners in Jaintia
Hills strongly condemned in their meeting. Fortunately the Jaintia
Mills District Council understood the problems that will arise and
no implementation has been carried out. But in Khasi Hills District
Council where the head of the Council is a law maker, these rules
and regulations are implemented and newea-days both the timber
Contractors and prhvates are the victims and at the sametime they

their best to by-pass the District Council which has realised
a very heavy royalty on timbers from private forests that make them

unable to pay.
Conclusively, the Government and District Council ka

havéhg their own reserved forests, prehibited forests, Green blocks
Governments unclassed State Forests can fix rate of royalty and
Rules and instead of strictly enforcéngZf th

t 1A9 state
Forests where valuable trees are being destroyed by shifting
cultivators kkave enforced them on the public atflarge.

Reperter

( Davelin Talang )
Wahjajer Jowai,.

ta



OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CO} SERVATO.R OF VPORESTS:MEGTALAYAs SYDLLONG.
GOVLHNLJENT CF MEGIALAYA

oeee

NOTICE
NO.MFG.51/4/70/Pt.A. Dated Shillong, the0ead VN November,1982,

It is hereby notified for the information of all
concerned particularl- all persons dealing in timbers in Meghalavathat the State Government have promulgated the Meghalava Forests(Removal of Timber) (Regulation) Act, 1981 vide Notification FoeLL. 305/79/23 dated 2.6.81 and the Rules made thereunder videNotification No.F03.30/80/237 dated 10.8.1982 in the matter of
exporting timber of certain notified species and sizes outside

Interested nersons may contact either the office of theundersigned or the Divisional Forest Officers at Shillong,Turaor dowai for detailed information,

the state,

Conservator of Forests
Sd/-P e S.Ingt

Mephalava 9

Memo 51/4/70/Pt. Aw Dated Shillon th 06 & November, '89Copy to -
Director of Information and Public Relations for widepublicity,

of All India Aadto, Shillong for favour oflishing this in English and local Language prorrammes,

Ce D

3. All Conservator of Forests and Denuty Conservator ofForests for wide publicity.All Deputy Commissioners and visi onal Officers ofthe State for information and wide publicity,
5. Secretary Executive Committee ,Khasi Hills/Garo lills District Councils for information andnecessarr action.

Chief Conservator of Forests,Meghalaya, Shillong,
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OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY CCNSERVATOR OF FORESTS :: GARO HILLS DI VN .TURA.:
GOVERNMENT 'OF M&GHALAY

MEMO NO .A/24/iv/Timber Removal Act/ bb Dt.Tura,the an/B3 .
1% From: The Deputy Conservator of Forests;

Ay

Garo Hills Division, Tura,
To

Ut {
The Chief Conservator of Forests:
Meghalaya ;Shillong.

Meghalaya Forest Removal of timber( Regul ation) RulesSub:
1982 and implementation thereof,
This Office letter No.A/24/iv/Timber Removal Act/1049dt, 8-12-82,

In continuation ta this Office letter cited above;I have the honour to say that reference has already been made tothe Garo Hills District Council vide this Office letter No.B/24/iv/9359 dt. 8-12-82 requesting them to furnish the undersigned withdetails of exit points etc, within U.S.E connecting Assem throughwhich timber ean be extracted to Assam $0 that the same can be
reported to you for action; but no reply to that extent has yet beenreceived from the Garo Hills District Council, I have again remindedthe Secretary, Garo Hills District Council, to favour me with the

a Since the Timber Removal Act has already been giventhe force of Law and the undersigned has been vested with the functionsof regulating the exportion of timbers outside the State; difficultiesin implementation of the Rules framed thereunder have already been
explained vide my above letter under re ference oxskinyxvasexxx rxx

above infomation as early as possible,

area of Forests and almost all the exit points f@11 within the U.S.E
The Garo Hills District Council is admindstring vast

where there are no Checkgateto prevent unlawful exportetion of
timbers outside State,

Conta ° 2/-

424
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In absence of infrastructilye; the undersigned hes

aavery limited scope to control such a vast area under U.S.F. with

SO may, exit points except the exit points falling within the

Reserve Forest areas. In this connection, it may be mentioned

that at present the following checkgates are situated in Reserve

Forest areas under the control off the undersigned.

le Dainadubi checkgate- on Baghmara Damra Road.

Rongjeng Checkgate - On Rongjeng -Nongstoin Road.

3 Darugiri Checkgate- On Baghmara Damra Road.

4. Songkhama Checkgate- Songsak Mendipather Road.

Se Khera checkgate- Rongrenggiri Songsak road.

6. Holloidanga checkgste-Phulbari-Tikrikilla Road.

At present there is no operation in ahy other

Reserve Forest by ceupe holders okcept in Rongrenggiri R.F. and

out of these , only Shri. Nasiruddin Ahmed of Goalpara having coupe

No.9/1 of 81-82 containing 100 trees and M.&.0.C. having 10 coupes

containing 500 trees inxageaxdancaxwikkhxkhaxRemaxakx are transporting

the timber outside Meghalaya.
Exportation of timbers from whatsoever source outside

State through the above checkgates may be controlled in accordance

with the Removal of Timber Act Regulation 1982 by issuing licences
etc. for the timber going outside the State. Since .no respomse

from Garo Hills District Council has yet been notified in this
direction, implementation of the Rules at the above checkgates
eontrolled by the undersigned witl be effective only partly
in the District. Since, it is apprehended that this half hearted

implementation of the pbove . Rules in the case of our checkgates

may have repurclssions on the policy making decisions fram your

end, I am of the opinion that your anproval for effecting the

implementation of fabove Rules is very much required.

Contde. .3/--

+
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I am there fore » to request you to kindly favour me with your
instructions whether the stoppage of timber going outside Megha] aya
on the strongth of T.Ps issued from Garo Hills District Council
should be done at our checkgates for obtaining the required licences
and whether the licence in the case Meghalaya Forest Development
Corporation timbers and the timbers from other coupeholders from
our Reserve Forest being taken outside the State, should also be
issued,

Further, the Removal of Timber Act does not specify
whether the rules can be exampted for sawn timber being taken outside
the State by purchasers, if any, from our Darugiri Saw Mill. Kindly
favour me with insttbuctions regarding Issue of licenee for the
same glso. From Darugiri Saw Mill, as well as saw Mills at
Mendipather shmpax sleeper supplies to Railways are also effected
on the strength of allotment from Foreet Utilisation Officers side,
Kindly let me know whether these also will come under the »curview
of issue of license.

Yours faithfully,

( R, Vasicht, )
Deputy Conservator of Forests;Hills Division,Tura.



Dated Shillong , the 12th June, 1984,

Svecisl Secretury , Forests, U/O

Sub: Merhoa orest (Removal of timber) ( Neeru 1:tn)

het,1981 and rules thereunder- Implewentation of
Ref : U.O.No FOR,50/80/279 Dated 11th June,198h.

A revised amendment Et lonywith a Statement of
objects and Reasons whick donot seem to keve been

delegated tion!
the revisedwell of

11 of whic
after discuscion with the ecretary Law Department

been

and Joint Secretury , Taw department » Govt, of
Meghalaya, is enclosd herewith, It is requested

gbhat Limnedl te action Le taken to move for amendment
during the current sessicn nay kindly he taken

oot

+
»

?

( P.S,Ingty)
fdviser, Forests& Wildlife,
Mezhalaya .

Copy t e Chief Conserv: tor of Toresty 3
Seeshalaya

with to our discuusion .

at



THE MEGHALAYA FORES? (REMOVAL OF PIMBER ) REGULATION)

( AMELDELND) BILL, 1984 «

feP)

BILL

to amend the Meshalaya Forest (Removel of Timber)

(Regulation ) Act, 1981.

Be it enucted by the Legislature of Meghalaya in
Thirty-Fifth Yeor of the Republic of {India as fojlows: =

Short title 1.(1) Thie oct may be called the Meyhaleya Forest
extend and (Removal of Timber) (Regulation) (Amerdment) Act,1984.
commencement.

(2) It shall extend to the whole of the State of
Meghalaya.

(3) It shall come into force at once.

Amendment of 2. In the Meghalaya Forest of 'Timber )

Section 3 of (Regulation) ict, 1981, in Sectian 3, for the

Act 12 of 1981. existing provisos (a) aad (b) to sub-section
(1), the following shall be subetituted, namely i~

" Provided that no such license shall be cranted
by the competent authority in respect of timber the

size of which is below the minisum size prescribed
for timber of such categories or species of trees or

ty groyps thereof specified in the Schedule to this Act."

> ay. SMFNT OF ORJECTS AND SONS.

For better implementation of the Act it is
necessary to rejtulete export of kimkexx undersize
timber by amending the Act, Hence the bill] .

FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM _

The Bill involves no exvenditure from the
Consolidated Fund of the Stute.
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e
The proviso propceed vide cleuse 2 of the BLI1

enables the Stzte Government vy rules to prescribe
the size of timbers which can be removed

outside the State for the purpose of trade or other-
wise under 2 license granted under the provision of t
the Act und prosibits grantine of such licensee ih
respect of timbers which below the vreseribed
minimum sige. It is not practcable to prescribe
minimum size of timbers of 511 categories ond species
of trees or groups mentioned in the Sechecule as tae
use varies fron time to time ond these being matters
of detail the same may be anpropri: tely dealt with by
rules. Heaco , the delecation of legislative power is
pot excessive and is of &

re
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Therefore it is condidered that the presént
proposal to amend the said Act is to allow controlled trading
on all species of timber available by way of limiting the size
of timber irrespective of those included in the schedule to the
Act and other species not included therein,

The extract of existing provisions of section 3

on which the Act is proposed to be amended and the schedule there-
of are enclosed herewith,

The draft amendment Bill with the Statement of
ofjects and reasons, Financial Memorandum and the Memorandum on
Delegated LegiSlation are enclosed herewith.

The approval of the Cabinet to the draft amendment
Bill for placing before the State Legislature is, therefore,
sought.

Special Secretary
Porest Department.

Wea

Sk
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EXTRACT OF SECTON 3 OP THR POPES(REGULATION) ACT, 1931, oT (REMOVAL OF TIMBER)

3. (1) No perSon shall remove or cause to beRemoval of
timber out- removed for the
Side the-. purpose of trade ar otherwise,
State, any timber outside the State, and no TradingDepot shall be set up or established at anyplace without a licence from the competentauthority,

Provided that no such licence shall 4be granted by the competent authority s-
(a) in respect of timber the Size of which isbelow the minimum

timbery and
size prescribed for Such

(b) In respect of timber of such categoriesOr species of trees Or groups thereofSpecified in the schedule to this Act,
(2) The State Government may,add, by notification,modify, amend or caneel any item in

« the Schedule to thisfe Act,
(3) Every notification i ssucd under the foreegoing sub-section have effect on thedate of its first publication in theay Official Gazette and shal l be laid as sconas may be after its publication before theHouse of the Legiglative Assembly of theState,



Serial
No,

1.

SCHEDULESee Section 3 (1) (b)_7
Local (Common) Name

Dieng Soh Risang
Tik, Teak, Segun

Dieng Laphiang
gippoky Gamari

Dieng Rai, Tita Sapa
Bola, Dieng Bilat
Bolseng
Nabar Dieng Ngai
Sal, Dieng Blei, Bol Sal
Mundhani

Amari, Lali
Cham, Sam

Bireh, Dieng Lieng
Bogipoma, Diengbti,
Tyrneng, Bol Derek

Khokan, Dieng Bai
&

Karal
-Badam

Holok, Diengmaras
Rakseng

Poma, Dieng Bti
Kadam

Pine Khasi Pine
Diengk Kseh

Gogra, Dieng Ngan

Commercial Name

Indian Horn Beams

Teak

Bol Gamari

Champ

Nola

Mesua

Sal
Mundani

Amari

Chaplash

Bireh

Chiekrassy

Lampati Khokan

Karal
Badam

Hollock

Toon

Kadam

Pine

Gogra/Chilauni

Setentific Name

Carpinus Vaminea

Tectona Grandis.
2.

3.
Cmelina Arborea

4,
Michelia Champaca5
Morus laevigata

6.
Messva ferrea
Shereu robusta8.
Acrocarpls fraxieni folius,9,
Amoora Wallichii10,
Artocarpus, a Chaplasha.11,
Detula alnoides12, ds

Chikrassia tabulaxxri Ss13.
Buabanga grandi-flora,
Kayea floribunda
Mansonia Dipikai

14,

15,

16,
Terminallam
Myrio=carpa17,
Toone Ciliata,18,
Anthacephalus,.
Kadamba

19,
Pinus Kesiya

20.
Schima Khasiana/Schima Naltichti



THE MEGHALAYA FOREST (REMOVAL OF TIMBER) REGULATION)
( ANENDMENT) BILL, 1984,

A
BILL

to amend the Meghaleya Forest (Remov,1 of Timber)
(Regulation) Act, 1981.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Meghalaya in
Thirty- fifth year of the Republic of India as follows

(1) This Act may be called the Meghalaya ForestShort Title
extent and (Removal of Timber) (Regulation) (Amendment) Act,1984.
commencement

-

(2) It shall extend to the whole of theState of Meghalays.

(3) It shall come into forcé at onee,

2. In the Meghalaya Forest (Removal of Timber)
(Regulation) Act, 1981, in Section 3, for the
existing provisos (a) and (b) to sub-section
(1X, the following shall be substituted, namely : -

Amendment
of Section
3 of Act

12 of 1981.
"Provided that no such license shall be granted by the
,competent authority in respect of such timber inc uding
timber of the categories or species of trees or groups
specified in the Schedule to this Act, the size of which
is below the minimum size prescribed for such timber"

CF OBJECTS AND FEREASONS
&

For better implementation of the Act it is
necessary to regulate export of undersize timber by
amending the act, Hence the Bill.

Minister-in-charge,
FINANCIAL MEMCD'NDUM

The Bill involves no expenditure from the
Consolidated Fund of the State.
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MEMORANDUM ON PFLEGATED LEGISLATION

The proviso proposed vide Clause 2 of the Billenables the State Government by rules to prescribethe minimum size of timbers which can be removedoutside the State for the purpose of trade or other~wise under a license granted under the provision ofthe Act and prohibits granting of such license in
respect of timbers which are below the prescribed
minimum size, It is not practicable to make provisionin the Bill itself as to the minimum size of timbersof all categories and species of trees Or groupsspecified in the Schedule to the Act of otherwise
as the use varies from time to time andthese beingmatters of detail the same may be appropriately dealtwith by rules . Hence, the delegation of legi'lative
power is not excessive and is of a normal character,

de



CABINET MEMORANDUM

Subjects- Tho Meghalaya Farust (Romoval of Timber)' (Amendment) Bill, 1384,(Requlation

Tho objective of bri nying about the MeghalayaForest (Removal of Timb.-r} (Regulation) Act, 1981 aims at
regulating the solo of timber outside the State so that
dt would indir. ctly put 2 chock on Felling of small siso
trocs of all categorics of forests (Government Reserve
Forests, Government Protected forest and unclassed forests
including the forests undor the District Councils),
Accordingly, the Act was enactod, Sub-suction (1)(b? of
suction 3 of tho Act provides thet tho spucios of timber
included in igre Schodulo thereof eru prohibited for
removal outside the Statc, Section 3 and the schedule
theroof are reproduced below

Extract of Section 3 of the Meghalaya Forest
(Removal sf Timbor} (Regulctisn) act, 1981,

et

2. No porson shall remove or cause to be removed

timber oute 2Utsido the State, end no Treding Depot shall be
Removel of For tho purposa of trade or any timber
Sidc tho any plece withsut asot up of Cstablishod at
Stato, licence from the campstont uthority,

granted by the competent authority i=Xp Proyided that ns such licence shall be

(2) in respect af timber the size of whichis belcw tne minimum size prescribedfor such timber; and
(b) in respect of timber of sueh cotogoricsor specics of treds or groups theroofspecified in thu Schedule to this act,
(2) The Steto Government may, by notificatian,add, modify, amend or cancel any item inthe Schedule to this
(3) Evory notification issued under tho fora

Q3ing sub=suction shall hove efPuct on thedete of its first publication in theOfficial Gazette and shnll be loid as
Hause of the Legislative 'isscembly OPytheSt-te",

3 The following ere the eategory of trees undextntheare
Schedule

contd. oe

gut
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Sl, lLocal(Common) Name Commercial Scientific name
ie NemaNo

Dieng Soh Risang Indian horn Beams Carpinus Vaminea
2e Tik,Teak,Seoun Teak Teatone Grandis

1.

Dieng Laphiang, Bol Gamari Gnelina Acborea
Qippok, Gamari

3.

4, Dédgg Rak,Tite Sapo Chenp Michelia Champaca

Noleun3
Neher Uienn Nogd Mogus Mesua ferrea

Morus Laeyiges 3aeBala Dieng Biiat

sal Shorea Pabusta

Mundhand SWudand ROPoc 'Tour fraxini-

3

a,

Pnoora Wallichir
Chanle-

Sha
Grem, &

Betu le LNOLUeS
hie k rQSS Chikpass.a

Tyrnene, Sol Cerek tabularis
Booipoma, D

Khekar, Dieng Bai Lempati Khokan Dysbanga graendi-
flora

Kaved Kayca floribunda
Reuan B metal: Mensonia Dipiksi

4 Karel
15

Holok, Holloak Terminalia
Mirniycarga

16.
BaQ-

73, Poma, Dir-ng me 4 Tran Toona Ciliata
By Kedom Kauri Anthocephalus

Badambr

Dieng Kseh
Pinus Kesiya19. Pine. or

20, Gogra, Disng Ngan Chilaunl Schima Khasiana/
Schima

43 Under "ruy so € J of Section 31) of the Act the removal
trading and remosi] of ths abow species of tr s specifiedin the Schedule thereof is totally pronitited, Sai and yine
ere, 2lsa included therein, aes

contd, oe
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Sal and pins aro the most important species of our
forests, There ars other sp-cics which include the plywood
timbers, the sleuper timburs and timbers used for cabinet
making, house construction ete, and thuse hav been included
in the Schedule, The trade on sel and ping end all the other
timbers in the will be totally prohibited and thare
would be no competent authority declerod under tho Act who

5.

on issuc licenes for their removal, The entire green
S eper supply is based primarily on the scheduled specius,
The total prohibition on tho trodo of these spesies will
adversely cffect the sleeper supply business because tho
supplying controctors will have to establish trading depots,
but the speeics of treo for which trading is tu be carried
on *re not persmissible os per cxisting Act,
6. S8ccause of the tatal prohibition under the existing Act,
the repureussion is likely to camc up from the District Coun-
cils, the most to bo adversely officted are tha timber of tho
District Councils, Goro Hills District Council, the bulk of
the timber trade nou is of non-sal species which ore scheduled
spcci-s, Prohibiting the trede of such spvcies will advursaly

the Forest Department activitics of tho Garo Hills
District Council, In Khesi and Jaintio Hillis tou, there is
sizcable amount of txede on scheduled speci.s oth.r than
Pinc and sal, Tho total prohibition on trede of such timber
will block the timbey business of tho Oistrict Councils and
thus reduce their revenuc corning capacity, So the need to
amend this flow in the existing Act,
7. (In tho circumstances steted abuve the amendment to the
existing provision contained in provisos (aj & (b) of Sec-
tion 3(1) of the Act is proposud to remove this flaw and kcop
open the treding and removal of commcrciel specios of treses
but limiting the sise of timb.rs for transport outside the
Stete thraugh the registered Timbcr Dupots only, so that
the total prohibition is removed thercby. In the meantime,
the ce ntrol measure on movement cf timbers sutside the Strto
will put @ check indirectly on the indicriminte folling
of smell sige trees in the Government Forests and all classes
of Forasts in the Strte,

de

af

contdeecs
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Theri fore the Present proposal to amond the said Actis to ellow controlled n O11 spucics of timboravelloble by Woy of Limiting the size of timber irres-Bective oF thogy included in the ehbedule ty the act andothor spocits net included th.eroin,
The dreft amendment Bill with the sttomont of objectsand rersons, Financial Memorondum ond the Memorandum onDelegated legislation ere onclosed herewith,

ThBhappreval of the Cabinet to tho dreft amendmentBild for Plecing before tho Strte Legislature is, thorcfore,saught,

Special
Forest Dop-rtment

Shiklong.

a
Ft



THe MeGHALAYA F (RefGVel OF 1 Pit (ROGULATIUN,;
(SMeNMNT; BILL, 1984

te smend the Meghelaya (Romeval of Timbur)
(Reguletiwnjact, 1981,
* Be it cnected by the Legisloture of M ghalnya
in Thirty-fifth yo r of the Republic of India as
follcus $=

Short title (1} This Act may bu cell L the Meghalaya For st
extent end (Removal of Timber) (Reguleti: n) sot, 1984.commence=
mint « (2) it shall ctxtund tz be whole of the Stato

of Mugholeya,

amendment (3) It shall c me ints force at ance.
of Suction In the Moghelaya Forcst (Removel of Timber)
3 of Act
12 of 1981, 1981, in Section "4, for the existing

provisos, (°) end (b) te sub-suction (1), the following
shall be substituted, namely 6-

Provided thet nv such license shall be granted by the
competent authority in respect of such timber including
timber of the catcegurics or spiucics of or groups
specified in the Schedule to this Act, the size of whien
is below tho minimum sizo pescribed for such timbcr"

OF

For bettur implemonteticn of the met it is
necessery to regulete export of undcersize timber ta
amending the Act, Hencow the Hill,

Minister-in-Cherge
FINANCTak NOUN

The Will involves no exp nditure from the
Consolidstcd Fund of the Stcte,

W ne



ON DELEGATED LEGISLRT ICNMEMORANDUM

The proviso propose: wide nlouse 2 sf the Vil
the State Gcvernmert by rules t2 presebib

the minimun size of timbers which can ba removec
outside tho Stete for the purpose sf trade or otnete
Wise under © uncer cho of

yreqting aend Lb ots of

cf timbers whien ere helow the cs cribed
minimum sizo, it is mot prantiscable to meke provie+

in the Bill itself «es to the minimam size of
timbors of all Ce and species c

ruups spocificed in the suche iul ta the Ast or
eri s from time ts time and thes

being matters of detail the same may bo
Geelt with by rules, Hents, the delwaation of legis-
dative power ie nut oxnessive and is of a normal

AL oh Su lisense
ern

sisn
etcourics tre or

wiisa og the use

n TCOUCCT,+
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30 That the District Council accordingly had. engtted an act
ead Rules: in 1958,woich bas been amended from tim to tine, md
our ASSnCiation been by the Same and haS been ojerating
the forestS in cmformity with the directions and instructions
of the Comcils

4 That it is needless to mention that the Various forests
otner that the Government ReSerVe Forests haVe been the main,and
in mo8tCaSea the oaly,Source of incora of the Kasis owing and/or
Living in end aroma the Said fnrestes
Se Goat it is forther mom to the SoVernment that the income
from the forest produce within the jurisdictio of the District
Goimcil cpastitutss. the major source of revenue Lor the District
Comcils

Ge foeat I further beg tm: point o4y that in View to grait relief'
1 to the already backward Khasi Gribe the Government of be gna laya

res lect of Payments. of taxes and other dese The District Comcil
has. also exempted all tribels from Paying any amount towards
Treding Licenses «

aS wel asthe Cantral Government have Sranted Various exemptims in

Te That the QUntity of forest Produces within the jurisdiction
o&tne District Comcil is such that the Same hug to find a
outside the State of Me and wiile expartiag the same the
uisicict Comcil earns mejor revenue by way of royalty e

Be That the GoVernment of Mechaleya in 1482,feit thet it hed
beCome aecestary to regulate Sale of timber outsides tie State 530tat it woulda indirectly put a check m
failing of trees ori all categories of forests within the State.
It is mows tiat oVer 90: percent of the frrests are mder the
wmtrol of te Disiricy Comcils,e fair percentage of wiica is under

Hills Should be covered by forests ad the praesent 35% in
Kegucaaya,enacted the Forest (Qemoval af Timber}
Rectlation g¢1,1981,and fvared 2ules. there Under in 1982,were vy
removal or trading of timber of tified sizes. @ULSide tue state
Coul. we etfecied only after obtaining a license from the
Cotipeteny althoritye Scttion

re

ne

trivaie ownersnipe The GoVernment,in pursuance tn the Natioal
Forest Policy, wich gaVisazes. that 60% of the tntal area in the

AC} Cb) of the gctshowe ver, clearly
inplies a tetal ban m renavs 1 or trading bn timber and ferast
Produca inasmuch a8 the schedule inf Vay «ft Cavers all
oa treed thrive in Me fer which no liceate Shall be Vteds

~Sere oe
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of India aSwell as the Directive ples as enshrined in the
Coastitutioa in ad much «5 ihe ban will deprive the forest Owns2
aid oPerators a9. well as. their aependents from earning their
livelihood a3 forests alone are their snurce of incotte «

10- Ghat we further state that the sata Act is arbitrary andillegal inasmuch 85 the total ban snught to be imposced will not
help the GoVernment achieve the nbjective increasing the
forest area from 35% to 60% as mr the Forest Policy othe
objectice can be achieved only by increasing the area of forestsin the Hitl grea by fresh afforestation «

Tle that we humbly state that the Foreat owmers Wio are Soughtto be affected by the enforcement ot the Said act have gil alongbeen making attempts. to Grow more trees ond increase their
respective areas aS it is in their ow interests to See that theyhaw' More treas to increase their source of in Come «

12 That the impusned Press Note on 82.86 ond the illegalactims of tha ute Puty Cmservator of Forests, fills Divisim
041 24186 and 7.2.86,0f we neve already informed in
writing,1$ Vielative of articles 14 of the Cmstitution of Indiawell as the the then Deputy Culef oa12.82 in as. much as the Said gct is sought tn be illegallyenforced oaly in the Shitlong Range af "ills,vistrict aloneaid Not in the entire State af iis

Cn

i

That ia any aveat the enfrncement of the said got without

1

{

rh

ban ad Pee Section 3(1)(by,15 tn law, Justice end equitye
14 Tat the forest onecatera,mos ily iribcls,having glreadybeen exempted froc obiaining any ingding License by the DistrictCoumeil in View of the Mationel policy as well asthe DirectiveFrinciples esenshrined in the Constitution of India,all beingillegally sous in ve taxes: by the

pou.
GnVernhent then tsa she

f
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15 het I Portier bes io State that eVen in respeet eo? tress
(tinber) ich do not fell within the pur Vile w of the Schadulg
té the Act, witch do not in fact nf Rule §
of ine preViding the minimom sizes. of ail timber',wether
in rowd form or rowh sGuare timbers,renders mest. portions of
felled trees Unsale able ingomuch aS ail trees Narroy dew. at the
tap whereby the toP Portion' thet do act meat the minimum size.
a8 Per the Rios Caray be anld~ yg Sitkatim Surely aot Contem~
Plated. by the «

16.
Said impugned 4ct,besides adverse the forest owners
aid deniers of timber will also deprive the Bistriet Camel
fromarniag its major royalty/reVanle in turni will only
end in the total collapse of the District Comeil.

oYthat in any event the sa timber being bennea the

Te That ila View of the above statements I aunbly submit thatte Said impugned act and the Rules therewder not to be
entorced or given effect to in the best interast of the Tribals
of Meghalaya as well as the Sacrea. institution sf the Distries
Commend, duly constituved ander the Constitution af India, and all
the timbers: on 241.86 and 12.86 be releaSad in the Vent
that we do not gst a rePly within 28.2 86 humbly submit that
we will bea Compe lied io Seek in the Court of Laws

4

In the aboVa Premises ve humbly Pray that the
aoVemnMent,UPen Peruse] of the instant re Presentation

;

and upon hearing the PartieS,may be Paased not to give
effect to the Variows pravisinns ot the Meghalaya
(Removal of TimberRUlgtion got, 1981 and the guks
thereunder and/or be PleaSad to heve the said impugned
aot Wtaodrawn forthwithe

4nd for this we. Shallwmein ever grateful.

Yours faithfully

Pres ident
(Get

4

Coby to sw

1. Forests of Ne
2+ Secretary to tne Govt cor Me ghatlava,Forest La ptt *,Shittong.
4e Dhe Chief Bxecutiy Memoer,Thasi ffiais district Council,ani +long e



No, FOR,50/a0/Pt, 11/Government or MeghalayaForest Ospartment

Shillong, the pele Marcn, 1985

From $ Shri lL. Roy, M

Deputy Secretar to the Govt.of Meghalaya,

To : The (Members attended the meeting).

The Meghalaya Forast (Removal of Timbar)

Sir,a

(Reguletion Acty 1981.

I am directed to forward herewith a copy of
the preceding of the meeting on Implementation of the
Meghaleya Forest (Reroval g Timber} (Regulation) Act;1981,
held in ths office Chamber of Shri A,M,Sangma, Minister
In-chsrge Forest et 11 ALM, on 8th March 1985 for your
information and necessary action,

Yours faithfully,a

Deputy Secretsry to the Govt.of Meghalaya,Forest Department,

Jf
-- se

a peste
eae



Proceedings of the meating <n Implementution of the

Meghalaya Forests (Removal ef Timoer) (Regulatien)Act, 1981

held in the office chamber of Shri A.M. Sangma, Minister

incharye Forest at 11 AM en 8th March 1986.

l.

8.
De

10.

12.
13.
14.

24

Members presenti-
Shri AM, Sangma, Minister incharye Forest ee. Chairman.

2e Shri K.D. Shira, Chief Executive Member Garo Hills District
Council

3e Shri H.S. Shylla, Executive Member Khasi Hills District
Council
Shri H.N. Sungoh, Peputy Executive Member Jaintia Hills
Autonemous District Council

Shri R.C. Marak, Deputy Executive Memver Gare Hills
District Council ;

6. Shri T. Aonek, Special Secretary, Forests Departnent
wovernment of Meyhalaya

Te Shri D.R. Rynmai, Secretary Lew Dapartment vovernment ef

Shri N. voswami, Cnief Conservator ef Forests, Meghalaya
Mejnalaya

Shri A. Wahlany, Censervator ef Ferests (Wild Life)

Shri F. Suchiang, Conservator of Forests (Secial Foresury )

Shri x.O.L. Nonybri, Conservator of Forests (HQ)

Shri S.B. Singh, Managing Director, FDCM.

Shri V.K. Nautiyal, Planning officer, Forests
Shri P.S. Ryujah, D.F.O. Khasi Hills Division, Shillong

15. Shri T.T.C. Marak, D.F.0.,Gare Hills Division, Tura

lo. Shri CG. Budnah, D.F.O. Jaintia Hills Bivision, Jawai

17. Shri GF. Snullai Additional Marketing Manager, FDCM

18. Shri A. Lyngdoh D.F.0.(SF), Nongstoln

19. Shri G. Laloo, Chief Ferest Officer, Jaintia Hills
District Council

20. Shri L. Roy, Deputy Secretary, Ferest Department
Government of Meghalaya

2l. Shri £. Iawphniaw

Shri G.H. Syiemlieh
23. Shri K.K. Singh Phanbuh

le

7

Shri A.

Centd. e »2/-
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5 Shri B.P. Bojoria
26. Snri LK. Kharxongor

27. Snri Ss. Gangbral

281 Shri P. Mahesnwani

2¥. Snri Sampuran Singh

30 Shri Inderpal Singh

31. Siri Iskot
32. Snri Jehn Kharkongor

33. Shri Marding Kharkonyor

34. Shri win Karumnuid.

The meeting started with introductory remarks from

the Minister.
2. Shri + Aonok, Special Secretary, Forests then

explained the background leading to the enactment of the

Mejualaya Forests (kemoval of Timper) (Regulation) Act 181.

He explained that tnis Act does not infringe upen the rights

of the District Council over privately owned forests of the

State as enshrinea in the Constitution of India. He further

stated that this Act does not seek to infringe upon the riynts
to fell trees from private forests, and that it is attracted

anly when timber is sought to be removed outside tne State. He

pointea out that Forests are now on che Concurrent List of

subjects and that the State vuovernment is faciny pressure

from tne Government of India to check the indiscriminate

felling of trees in the State. However, this Act has some

lacunae which need to be removed by amendment which is beiny

processed now by the Department. As an interim measure the

Departmmt is processing a notification to modify the scnedule

under tne act. fhe present menting has been called to open

dialegue witn and ebtain the ceoperation ef the District

Contd. ee 3/-
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Councils and the timber producers which will be helpful in

the implementation of the Act.
3. Shri Goswami CCF Meghalaya, then explainea the

effect and implications of the cont*mplated netification, en
the Section 3 sub section 2 of the Act which is under prepara-
tion by the Department. with the publication ef the netificatien
as many as 18 number of species out of 20 listed in the schedule

will be removea from the purview of this act. He said that

these are in fact the main commercial species in the State and

witn tneir removal frem the schedule there will be no check on

their mevenent.

4. Shri G.H. Syiemlien then enquired about the size
which will be allewsd t» be removed outside the State and

inted out that the tup portion siwuld not be wasted, Snri
Goswami then explained about the provisions of the rules under

which the size ef timbers permissible fer removal outside the

St@&te nave been svecified.
5. Shri =. Iawphniaw tne very lecus

standi of the Act itself as a, plied to private ferest which

fall under jurisdiction ef the District Council, He pointed out

Article 19 of the Constitution of India in which the right to

ac' uire, hold and dispese ef preperty is a fundamental rignt.
He snid that the spirit ef tne Act seeks to check the disposal
of property and, therefure,is an infringement upon the fundamen-

tol right of the tribals. He said that the tribais are very
attachen to their

6. Shri D.Rk. Rymmai, Secretary Law, then pointea eut

tnat the raght to acsuire, nwld and dispose of property is no

longer a fundamental right and it is only a legal righ

CONC ss _ 4/-
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¥.ccerding to the amendment of the Constitution. Shri Symmai

also stated that this Act sims at restricting removal of

cimber eutside the State sad not at felling of trees in

private furest as such. He also po -wted out atheplication

for license is to ba due through the Disccict Council and this

shows that che Councils are being taken into confidence and

their co-operationSought for the implementation of this Act.

7. HLS. Shylla, Executive Member Khasi dills

District Council informed the meetin, that the Khasi tills

District Cvuncil has an Act which directly controls indiscri-

minate felliny of trees, He uppreciates the implementation

of chis Ace because, accord. tu nim, it sees indirectly tu &

'oontrol felling of tr es nNowever he said that this is aot

Very convenient Malause a timber producer does not afew

that he nas contravened n law until he has startea Yremoviny

the timber outside the State. He said further that aims of

tne State Act and the Distract Council Act is ultimately tne

same but there is some er co-oruination anu understanding s

in their implementation. de requested Stzte covernment

to @aamane if it is possible to keep tne Act in abeyance for

sometime so that tne coutractors who have already been leased

out some forest areas, paid the money to the Dasirict Council 5

da not incur. loss becuuse of restriction on movement of the
©

size of timver. He wuoter an instance where some

have leaced cut rorasts for Rs. 50 lakhs within the Shillong

%p ren,e cnly. tase will uot be able re cake out the

fore is implemenhe start of the monsoon if the Act

ted. He that status quo may ve maintained for the

> expiry of the current permit issued. &

contd. Dy -
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$3. Shri Aensk peinted out tnat the Constitutioual

validity or otherwisa of this Act is a question wnacn this

meeting is not cumpetent to examine. «ic further suggested

that it would be wore £ruitful te discuss the practical

asvect of the implementacion of ACte

9, Shri H.N. Sungoh, Deputy Executive Member

Jaintia Hills District Council, also felt that the Act be

kept in aveyance for sometime that thouyfs tne Jaintia Hills

District Council dves not issue permits for forest ares.
>

10. Shri K.D. Shira, Chief Sxecutive Member Garo

Hills Distract Ccuncil said thac there 1s no problem as far

as Garo ailis District is concerned because, accoruing

to nmin, they allew worniny oniy of trees up to 4£t 6 inches

girth and not below that. riece marking is dqoue in the

rorest itself se there is nv proslem about implement ing

Shira said that it might ve Gifficult for his contractors

because they take out permit for operation of ouly a few

ng the timber is tanen straight from che forest to a

market outside the State. C.C.F. clarified it is net obliga~

tory to take de: pet licause in that case. Shri Avnaok pointes.

out that tnere snould not be any preblem if the coutr2c-

tors came up with the ayplication for license for removal

ot trees in which permits are issued py the District Council.

taking ut

be
w not/feasibletrees at a time and makiny of depot may

Shri coswami C.C.F. saad that the hasi Hills District
Council in tneir Act must have fixed a minimum size of logs

contde. _6/-
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SxecutiveShy la rdand wanted to know what that Size waS. Shri

Member Khasi Hills District Council nowever, was not realy with

Shri voswami, then
the fiyures as he is not jacharge of ferests.

said that the State Act was framed in 1980 during which time

square loys of 8" X 8" seemed to be the minimum size in the

markete MOWRVEr r he saad tha t if at present the minimum size

has smaller such sma.ler size may be prescribed as the

minimum size permissible ana the Act may then ve enforced

vigorously.
merchants areLl. Shri &.r. Bajeria said that, timber

not yreedy people anu that tney also nave A social responsibility

and understand the conse ,uences @£ COniplete aestruction of the

forest at tne pragait rate ef He, however, objects

to the discriminatory implementation ef the Act in Snillong

range only. He pleadeu that it the Act is te be amplemented,it

should be implemented over tne wnole otatc.

12. Shri T. sonvk chen sumied up the discussion and

Said that the District Councils, would infwerm the Government

aveut the minimum size of timber permi tea under their respective

Bets. Meanwnile, the Government will examine the yuestien of

> heeping the Act 1n abeyance. He stated that anether meetiny will

soon be cunvenea as a follew-up of thos meeting.

13. There was the suestion about a depet license.

Shri Bajoria and Shri 5yiemlieh statea that the competent or

A authority uiuder this Act should be the Vistrict

Council and net the DFOS.

eo

iad
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Shri Tawphniaw expressed the « inion that tne
District Council have more understand J avout the attacmment
Of the trivais co their forest und ti the wistrict Councils
should be made the competent autnorit [OL issue liceuse
under this Act. Shri B.P. 3a joria and G.H. Syiemlich
Said that it is necessury to suucete t people about the
bad effects of indiscriminate deforest cion and the benefit
of afforestation vefore we implement t i8 Act. Sori T. Aonok,
then pointed cut that another ebjectiv of this Act is to
cncouraye forest based industry within -he St ate, these will
yeuerate empleyment and encourage lec

Decisions taxen in this m ug are tnat another
meeting snould be held soon to diser 1) the minimum size
ef timber which will be allowed for t sval outside the State
aia (2) the competent authority te 3153 timber depet license
under thi. Act. Meanwhile the st. que will continue for
sometime. Only the represe cutive.. of District Councils
will be anvited to the meeting called by the
State Gevernment.

ye

4
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Ne.FOR,50/80/Pt.11/

Gevernment of Meghalaya
Forest Dspartment

Shillong, the Maren, 1985,

From :
Deputy secretary to the Govt.of Magha laya.
Shri L, Roy, M.C.S,

To The (Members attended the meeting).

Subjects The Meghalaya Forast (Removal of Timber)
(Regulation Acty 1981,

mets
I am directed to forward herewith a copy of

the precesding of the meeting an Implementation of the
Meghalaya Forest (Removal g Timber} (Regulation) Act;1981,
held in the office Chamber of Shri A,M,Sangma, Minister
In-chsrge Forest et 11 ALM, on Bth March 1986 for your
information and necessary action,

4 Yours faithfully,

Deputy Secretary to the Govt.of Meghalaya,
Forest Department.

Lon" Rat fi aoe .
d
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t
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Proceedings of the meating on Implementutioa o£ the

Meyhalaya Forests (Remeval ef Timoer) (Regulatien)Act, 1981

held in the office chamber ef Shri A.M. Sangma, Minister

incharye Forest at 11 AM en 8th March 1986.

Members presenti-
Shri A.M. Sangma, Minister iacharye Forest ee. Chairman.

Shri K.D. Shira, Chief Executive Member Garo Hills District
Council
Shri H.S. Shylla, Executive Memper Knasi Hills District
Council
Shri H.N. Sungoh, Peputy Executive Member Jaintia Hills
Autonomous District Council

Shri R.C. Marak, Deputy Executive Memner Gare Hills
District Council

6. Shri T. Aonok, Special Secretary, Forests Departrent
wovernment vf Meyhalaya

Te Shri D.R. Rynmai, Secretary blew Dapartment coverument @f

Mejnalaya
8. Shri Ne. woswami, Cnief Conservator ef Forests, Meghalaya

9, Shri A. Wahlang, Censervator of Ferests (Wild Life)

10.Shri F. Suchiang, Conservator of Forests (Secial Forescry)

11.Shri ®.O.L. Nonybri, Consmrvator of Forests (HQ)

12.Shri S.B. Singh, Managing Director, FDCM.

13. Shri V.K. Nautiyal, Planning Officer, Forests

14. Shri P.S. Rynjah, D-F.O. Khasi Hills Division, Shillong

15. Shri T.T.C. Marak, D.F.O.,Gare Hills Division, Tura

Shri C. Budnah, D.F.O. Jaintia Hills Division, Jawai

Shri GF. Snullai Additional Marketing Manager, FDCM

18. Shri A. Lyngdoh D.F.O.(sr), Nongstoin
Shri G. Laloo, Chief Forest Officer, Jaintia Hills
District Council

20. Shri L. Roy, Deputy Secretary, Ferest
Government of Meghalaya

2l. Shri he Iawphniaw

22-6 Shri G.H. Syienlieh
23. Shri K.K. Singh Phanbuh

4

24 Shri A. Chakvavorty.

Contd. .-2/-
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25. Shri B.P. Bajoria
26, Snri L.K. Kharkongor

27. Snri S. Gangbral

28. Shri P. Mahesnwuni

29. Snri Sampuran Singh

30 Shri Inderpal Singh

31. Shri Iskot
32. Snri John Kharkonyor

33 Shri Marding Knarkon,or

Shri win Karumnuid.

Tne meeting started with introductory remarks from

the Minister.
2. Shri v. Aonok, Special Secretary, Forests tien

explained the background leading to the enactment of the

Meynalaya Forests (Kemoval of Timper) (Regulation) Act 1581.

34

He explained tnat tnis Act does not infringe upen the rights

tye the District Council over privately owned forests of the

State as enshrinea in the Constitution of India. He further

stated that this Act does not seek to infringe upon the riynts

te fell trees froin private forests, and that it is attracted

only when timber 1s sought to be removed outside tne State. He

out tnat Forests are now on whe Concurrent List of

subjects and that the State vuovernment is faciay pressure

from tne vovernment o£ India to check the indiscriminate

felling of trees in the State. However, this Act has some

lacunae which need to be removed by amendment which is beiny

processed now by the Department. As an interim measure the

Department is processing a notification to modify the scnedule

under the Act. fhe present menting has been called to epen

a dialegue witn and obtain the ceoperation ef the District

Contd. ° »3/-
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ned is and the timber preducers which will be help£ul in

the implementation of the Act.
3. Shri Goswami CCF Meghalaya, then explained the

effect and implications of the contemplated netification, en

the Section 3 sub section 2 of the Act which is under prepara-

tion by the Department. With the publication ef the netificatien
as many as 18 number of species out of 20 listed in the schedule

will be removed frem the purview o£ thas Act. He said that

these are in fact the main conmercial species in the State and

witn tneir removal frem the schedule there will be no check on

their mevenent.
& Shri G.H. Syiemlien then enquire about the size

which will be allew2d t» be removed outsiee the State and

pointed out that the tup portion simuld not be wasted, Snri

Goswami then explained about the provisions of the rules under

which the size of timbers permissible fer removal outside the

State nave been svecified.
5. Shri 7. Iawphniaw ,uestioned tne very lecus

standi of the Act itself as a plied to private ferast which

fall under jurisdiction ef the District Council. He pointed out

Article 19 of the Constitution of India in which the right to

ac' uire, hold and dispese ef preperty is a fundamentel rignt.
He snid that the spirit ef tne Act seeks to check the disposal

of property and, therefure,is an infringement upon the fundamen-

tal right of the tribals. He said that the tribais are very

attached to their ferests.

6. Shri D.R. Rymmai, Secretary Law, then pointea eut

taat the right to accuire, hold and dispose of property is no

longer a fundamental right aud it is only a lezal righ

contd,..4/-
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accerding to the amendment of the Coustitution. Shri kymmai &

also stated that this Act aims at restricting removal of

camber eutside the State and not at felliny of trees in

as such. He also po_uted out applicationprivate torest Tika t

for license is to be done through the Disceict Council and this

shows that the Councils ace being taken into confidence and

tneir co-operat iowSought for the implementation of this Act.

7. snxri HLS. Shylla, Executive Member Khasi

District Council informed the meetin, that the Khasi «ills
District Council has an Act which directly controls indiscri-
minate felliny of trees. He uppreciates the implementation

of this Ace because, accordun., te nim, it indirectly tu

'oeontrol felling of tr-es. However he said thac chis is not

very convenient a tiuber producer does not anow

removingthat he nas contravened uny law until ne has started
® che timber outside the State. He said further that aims of

cne State Act and the District Council Act is ultimately the

same but there is some Laan er co-oruination anu understanding

Governmentin their implementation. He requested

to if ic is possible to keep tne Act in abeyance for
sometime so that coutractors who have already been leased

out some forest areus, paid the money to the District Council

role} not incur. loss because of restriction on movement of the

size of timver. He an instence were some

have cut rorests for ANW @ SO lakhs within the Shillong

ren only. t will uot be able re take out the

whe start of the monsoon if the Act is implemen-

ted. de that status quo May we maintained for the

expiry of the current vermit issued.

contd. ..2/-
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0. Shri Aenek peinted out tnat the Constitutioual

validity or otherwise of this Act is a wnicn this

meeting is not cumpetent to examine. : ie further suggested

that it would be wore £ruitéul to discuss the practical
asvect of the implementacion of tnis Act.

9. Shri o.N. Sunygoh, Weputy Sxccutive Member

Jaintia Hills District Council, also felt that the Act be

kept in aveyance for sometime that tne Jaintia Hills
District Council does not issue permits for forest arens.

LO. Shri K.D. Snira, Chief Executive Member Garo

falls District Ccuncal said that there 18 no vroblem as far
as Garo ailis District Council is concerned because, accoruing

to nus, they allew worniny oniy of trees up ta 4ft 6 inches

yirth and not below tnat. riece marking is aoue in the

rorest itself so there is n> prosiem about implement ingn

unis Act. Reyaruing taking of aepot license, however, Sari

Shira said that it mi,ht be difficult for his contractors

vscause they take out permit for operation of ouly a few

a

be
tress at a time and making of depot may _ not/feasible
as the tamber is tanen straight from the forest to a

market outside the State. C.C.F. clarified it is aet obliga-

tory to take depet license in that case. Shri Avnok pointed,

out that tnere snould not be any preblem ig the coutrec~

tors came up with the ayplication for license for removal

ot trees in which permits are issued oy the District Council.

Shri woswami C.C.F. saad that the Khasi Hills District
Council in tneir Act must have fixed a minimum size of lugs

contd. e 6/=-
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and wanted to know what that size was. Shri H.S. Shylla, #xecutive

Member Khasi Hills District Council nowever, was not readty with

the fiyures as he is not inchergs of ferests. Shri voswami, then

said that the Stare Act was framed in 1980 during which time

square loys of 8" X 8" seemed to be the minimum size in the

market. he saad that if at present the minimum size

has secume smaller such smasler size may be prescribed as the

yeinimum size permissible ana the Act may then ve enforced

vigorously.
Ll. Shri bor. Bajeria said that, timbe merchamts are

net yreedy people anu that tney also nave a secial responsibility

and widerstand the conse of destruction of the

forest at tne presait rete wf exoleaitation. He, however, opjects

to tne diseriminatory implemantation ef the Act in Snillong

range only. He pleadeu that if the Act is te be amplemented,it

should be implemented over the Le state.

12. Shri T. then sumed up the discussion and

Said that the District Councils, would infurm the Government

aveut the minimum size of timber permitea under their respective

Scts. Meanwhile, the Government will examine the ef

ping the Act in abeyance. He stated that anether meetiny will

goon be convenea as a follew-up of this meeting.
+

13. There was the suestion about a dest license.

Snri Bajoria and Shri Syremlieh statea that the competent or

licensing authority uuder this Act should be the bastract

Council and aet the DFOS.

Conta... .7/=-
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Shri Iawphniaw expressed the opiuion that tne

District Council have more understandiny aout the attacnment

of the to their forest and that the wistrict Councils
should be made the competent authority for issue vf licesse
under this act. Shri B.P. Bajoria and Shri G.H. Syiemlieh
said that it is necessary to tne people avout the

bad efrects of indiscriminate deforestation and the benefit
of afforestation wsefore we implement this Act. Sari T. Aonok,

then pointed out that anuther ebjective of this Act is to

encouraye forest based industry within the State. These will
yeuerate omployment and encourage lecal cnterpreneurs.

Decisions taxen in this meeting are tnat another

meeting snould be held soon to discuss (1) the minimum size
af timber which will be allowed fer removal outside the State
aud (2) the competent authority to assue timber depet license
under this Act. Meanwhile the status quo will cont ue for

somgime. Only the representutives of the District Councils
will be anvited ta the next meetiny to be called by the
State Gevernment.

>
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The Chief Conservator of Forests,
Meghalaya, Shillong,

From

The Secretary to the Govt, of Meghalaya,Forest Department,
Tos

Meghalaya Forest (Remowal of Timber] (Regulation)Sub
Act,. 1981:

Sir,
While framing rules under the provision of Section 22

of the above mentioned Act, the following difficulties are
experienced,

Section 3(I) of the Act provides that removal of timber
from Meghalaya to outside the State is permissible only under
licences to be granted by competent authorities, In the proviso
of this Section two Conditions are laid down,

1, Licences aannot be used for timbers of sizes below
a specified limit,

2, Licences cannot be used for timbers of species men= :
tioned in the Schedule appended to this Act,

The Schedule includes most of the major timbers, species
available in this State, as such, it appears no timber of the
major species available in this State can pe. allowed to be
transported' outside,' The intention"of the Act was to control
movement of timber of these species, prohibiting export of
timber of sizes below the prescribed limit, The wordings of
Section 3(I)mainly the provision below the Section have been
So made that. the Act is not possible to be enforced,

I, therefore, feel and suggest that the proviso below
Section 3(I) may be amended as follows ae shy thn"
> "In respect of timber the size of which is below the

the minimum size prescribed for such timber,of such
category or species of trees or of groups thereof
specified in the Schedule to this Act,"

The Law Department may kinldy be moved to take appro=
priate action for bringing in an Amendmentof this Act to the
effect mentioned above, As the Act is of very vital importance
for controlling movement of timber from out of this State, it
may kinldy be seen if the Amendment can be brought in the next.
Assemblye

Yours.

( PLS In
Copy forwarded to the Secretary, Law for favour
of information, This has a reference to the discussion
in the Meeting of the Forest Contractors of Meghalayaheld on yo}
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PART II
GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALAYA
ORDERS BY THE GOVERNOR

LAW DEPARTMENT

NOTIFICATION

The 2nd June 1981 4

No.LL.305/79/23--The following Act of the Meghalaya Legisla-
tive Assembly which received the assent of the President is hereby
published for general information.

THE MEGHALAYA FOREST (REMOVAL OF TIMBER)
(REGULATION) ACT, 1981

(Act 12 of 1981)

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

Sections

i Short title, extent and commencement.

2 Definitions.

a
3 Removal of Timber outside the State.

4 Application for licence and its disposal.

5 Licence fee and period of its validity.
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Appeal.

Penalty.

Power to direct submission of report or return.
Power to enter, search, arrest and detain.

Searches and arrest how to be made.

Production of persons arrested and things seized.

Report of arrest and seizure.

Erection of check-posts,

Penalty for refusal to produce things or furnish informa-
tion,

Power to compound offence.

When Court to take cognizance of offence.

17 Bar of suit in Civil Courts.

Suit. etc, against authority Officers or persons acting in
good faith.

Officer and person to be public servants.

20 Effect of other laws.

Exemption.

Power to make rules,

Schedule,



a Dee

0 1981
'The Gazette of Meghalaya (Extraordinary), June
«

24

Meghalaya Act 12 of 1981

THE MEGHALAYA FOREST (REMOVAL OF TIMBER)(REGULATION) ACT, 1981

{As passed by the Assembly)
[ Received the assent of the President on the 29th May, 1981 ]

(Published on the Gazette of Meghalaya, Extraordinary, dated the
2nd June, 1981)

An
Act

to regulate and control removal of timber outside the State for thepresrvation of forests and to prevent their indiscriminate destrucetion and for matters connected therewith and incidental thereto,
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Meghalaya in the Thirty-secondYear of the Republic of India as follows:

Short title, 1. (1) This Act may bs called theextent and Moghalaya Forest
comMence- (Removal of Timber) (Regulation) Act, 1981,
ment.

(2) It shall extend to the whale of the State of Meghalaya,

(3) It shall come into force at once.

Definitioas 2. (1) In this Act, unless the context utherwise requires:

(a) 'co npetent authority" means such authority as theState Government may, by notifi ation appoint forthe purpose of exercising the powers and functionsofa competent authority under this Act and the
rules made thereunder for the whol Or any partof the State ;

(b) "'prescribed"® means prescribed by Rules made underthis Act ;

(c) "State" means the State of Meghalaya;

(d) "State Government" means the Goveinment of
Meghalaya ;

(e) "Schedule" means a Schedule to this Act

(f) "Trading Depot" means any place or premises usedfor keeping, storing or stocking timber for the

the State,
purpose of trade or otherw se of the timber outside
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in this
Act and defined in the Meghalaya Forest Regulation (Assam.-
Regulation 7 of I 891 as applial in Meghalaya) shall have the

meanings respectively assigned to them in that Regulation.

(2) Words and expressions uscd, but rot defined

3. (1) No person Shal) remove or cause to be removed

side'the State, State, aud no 'Trading Depot shall be set up or established
at any place without a licence from the competent authority:

out- {c I the purpose
Removal of
timber of trade or otherwise any timber outside the

Provided that no such licence shall be granted by the
competent authority :-

(a) in respect of timber the size of which is below the
minimum size prescribed for such timber; and',

(b) in respect of timber of such categories or species o!
trees Or groups thercof specified ia the Schedule
to this Act.

(2) The State Government may, by notification, add,
modify, amend or cancel any item in the Schedule

+ to this Act.

(3) Every notification issued under the foregoing sub-section
shall have effect on the date ofits first publication
in the cfficial Gazette and shall be laid as soon
as may be after its publication before the House
of the Legislative Assembly of the State.

Application 4. (1) Every application for gr.nt of licence under this

form and on payment of such fee as may be
prescribed.

(2) In granting or refusing licence under this Act the
competent authority shall take into account all
or any of the following matters according to the
circumstances of each case, namely :-

for Licence Act shall be Meade to ihe competent thorityand its dis-
sal through the District Gouncil concerned in such

(a) Whether the application is recommended by the
District Council or not;

(b) Whether the applicant holds any trading licence
from the District Council;

(c) Whether the applicant holds any other licence under
this Act;

a

(d) Whether the applicant is a registered dealer and
Sesses certificate of registrdtion under any tax

of the State;
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(c) Whether the applicant is a resident of the State;A

(f) Whether the timber for which application for licence
s made is for the personal use of the applicant ;

(g) Whether the grant of licence to the applicant would
promote the interest of the tribals resident in the
State, economically or otherwise :

Provided that a licence shall be refused if the applicant-

(a) is not a Citizen of India, or

(b) has been convicted by a competent Court of an
offence involving moral turpitude unless a period of
five years, or such less period as the Government
may allow in any particular case, has elapsed since
his release, or

) has violatcd any provision of any Act, Regulation or
Rule made by the State or any District Council, or
ig a defaulter in the payment of any tax or revenue
of the State or any District ¢Council, or

id) has been debaried from taking up any business
transaction or contract work by any Government, or
any Cumpany or Corporation, owned, controlled or
managed by any Government.

(3) Every order granting or refusing a licence under
this Act shall be in writing, and in case of refusal shall
contain reasons therefor.

(4) Every application for licence under this Act shall be
disposed of by the competent authority as carly as possibleand uot later than six months from the date of receipt of
the application by the competent authority unless the com-
petent authority for reasons to be recorded in writing extends
the period by such further period or periods as it may
consider necessary and if no order is passed within the period
or periods so extended it shall be deemed that licence has
been granted,

1

at
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Licence Ice
and period
of ils vali-
dity.
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under And
Act, th conditions of the licence, the ronte or routes the
timber are to be transported outside the State, and the period of
validity of the licence, shall be such as may be prescribedwhich shall also be specified in the licence :

5. 1) The tee payable for licence granite

Provided that the licence fee, the conditions of the
licence and the period of its validity may vary for different
categories of timber :

Provided further that such period shall not exceed twelve
months and the amount of fee shall not exceed one thousand
rupees,

(2) The licence fee shall be paid in such manner as
may be prescribed.

(3) Every licence granted under this Act may be renewed
on the expiry of the period of its validity by the competent
authority in such manner ant on payment of such fees as
may be prescribed.

(4) The provisions of Section 4 shall apply in case of
application for renewal under this Section.

6. Any person aggrieved by any order passed by the
competent authority under sections 3 and 4 may, within a
period of sixty days from the date the order is communicated

Appeal

and on payment of such fee, not exceeding fifty rupees,

Penalty.

prefer an appeal to such authority as the State Government
nay, by notification, app int in this behalf and its order
sha1l be fina] :

Provided that the appellate authority may entertain an
appeal after the expiry of the said period of sixty days if
it is satisfied that the appellant was prevented by sufficient
cause from filing the appeal in time.

7. Any person who contravenes any of the provisions of
Section 3, shall, on conviction, be punished with imprisonsment which may extend to one year, or with fine which
may extend to two thousand rupees, or, with both and
the Court trying the offence may further order that the
timber in respect of which the offence was committed and
the vessel, vehicle or animal with which the offence was
committed shall be confiscated to the State Government.
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report or Teturn and in such form and manner as May he prescribed.return,

ch, arrest pector of Police, who from his personal knowledge or fromand detain. information reccived and after such enquiry as he may cun-sider necessary, has reason to believe that any person hascommitted an offence under this Act, may-

Power to di-

Power to

(4) enter and search at all reasonable time any pre-mises, land, vehicle or vessel in the occupationof such person ;

(b) require such person to produce for his inspectionthe licence or any other documents granted bythe competent autliority or any books of accountor other document that may have any bearing onsuch offence ;

(c) seize any timber in respect of which the offencewas committed and auy books of account or otherdocuments relating such timber and may also de-tain and scize any animal, vessel or vehicle withwhich the offence was committed ;

(2) Itshall be lawfal for any of the officers referred to insub-section (1), to stop and detain any person commiting anoffence under this Act or abetling in the commission suchoffence and such officer may arrest without watrant any suchperson:

Provided that the making such arrest may releasesuch person on his furnishing his name and address and other-wise satisfies such Officer that he will duly answer any summonor othe: proceedings which may be taken against him,

Searches ang !0. All searches and arrests ynder this Act shall be conductedarrest how to and made, as far as may be, in a->cordance with the procedurebe made. laid down in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (CentralAct 2 of 1974),

Production

&

tanccs under which the arrest or seizure was affecced, within24 hours of such arrest or seizure, exclusive of the time necessaryfor the actual journey from the place of arrest to the Court of theMagistrate.



Report of 12. Any Forest or Officer making an arrest or seizure
&

Erecton of 13. (1) The State Government may, by notification, get up
check-posts. and erect, in such manner as my be prescribed, check-posts andbarriers at any |lace in the State with a view to Prevent anyunlawfal removal or transportation oftimber outside the State.

ing such check-post or barrier Produce before the Officerin-charge of the Check-post or barrier such document as maybe prescribed.
(3) The

Oificer-in-charge of the check-post or bucriermay, for the purpose of satisfying himself that the p-ovisions ofthis Act and the Rules made therein aye not, being contravenedintercept, d-tain and search any atimal, vehicle ov vessel,

check-

14. Whoever-Penalty for

tion which he knows or believes to be false or doesnot believe to pe true, or

(ii) forcibly resists arrest or attempts to evad> arrestOr obstructs any Forest or Police Officer to enter orsearch or to affect arrest Or seizure under thepowers conferred by this Act or the Rules madethereunder,
shall be guilty of an offence against this Act, aud he shall, onconviction, be punished with fine which may extend to onethousand rupees or with imprisonment for a term which mayextend tu six months or with both,

Power >

offence
ay «f composition of the offence which such Personto have committed.

On Payment of such sum of Money to the Officermentioned in sub-section (1) the suspected Person, if in custody,Shall be discharged and no other proceeding shall be takenagainst him in respect of the offence compounded,
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pars . (3) 'The provisions of this section shall 2pply also whererior @ prosceution ov an appeal against conviction of offence underthis Act is pending and in such aease the composition of suchoffence under this section shall have the effect of the acquittal ofthe aceused with whom an offence has been compounded.up
and
any When Court 16. No Court shall t ike cognizance of any offence under tbist. to take co.

MNizance of Act,-
offence,

(1) except on the complaint made by an ollicer authorisedOsge

cer by tec State Government in this behalf ; 'an

lay
(2) unless the prosecution is instiluted within three months

ier from the date on which the offence is ulleged to have
of been comunittcd,.

Bar of suit
in

17. No suit shall be brought in any civil court tyCivil modify any order nade under this Act,
set aside or

Courts,

ur

Suit, etcs, 18. No suit, prosecution or legalagainst
aun
Proceeding shall lie against

authority,
any authority, officer or person for ything which is in

Officers faith done or intended tw be done under this Act. good
Persons act-
ing in good
aith.

we

Officer and 19, Every person or officer» 'appointed under, or exercising anyperson to be
public ser- power conferred by and undet this Act shall be deemed to be a
vants, public servant within the meaning of Section 21 of the IndianPenal Code.

Effect of
other laws,

20. The provisions of this Aci shall be in additionto, and yotin derogation of, the provisions of the Meghalaya Forest Regula-lion (Assain Regulation 7 of 1891 as applied in Meghalaya) orthe Rules inade thereunder.

Exemption, 21. The provision, of chis shill not apply to removal oftimber outside ihe State by or on behalf of the State Governmentunder the provisions of the Meghalaya Forest Regulation.
Power to
make rules,

22. (1) The State Government may, by notification, make rulesfor carrying out the purposes of thi 9 Act.
A

m going power such rules may provide for all Or any of thef
Mk

(a) to prescribe the minimuin size of timber under Sec-tion 3 ;

d,

h

(2) In an without prejudice io ofthe fore
following matters, namel

de



licence

payable therefor ;

(d) the fees payable for appeal under
Section 6;

(c) the form of register, report
or return to be maintained

and submitted by the licensee ;

(g) the manner whuch the inspection of timber and

of document maintained by licensee shall be

out 5

(h) the routes py which the tumber shall be transported

outside the State ;

(i) the terms and conditions for setting OF establish-

3

(k) the manne' in which checkpost and barrier may be

set up and crected and the form of document under

the procedure
and manner for payment of fees under

the Act and of composition money under Section

(m) any other matter which is to be or may be prescribed.

The power to make rules under this Section shall be

subject to the condition of previous publication.
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SCHEDULE

[See Section 3(1) (b)]

Serial Local (Common) Name Commercial Scietifie Name
No. Name

Tndian [lorn Carpinus Vaminea.1 Dieng Soh Risang
Beams,

2 Tik, Teak, Segun Teak ... Tectona Grandis,
3Dieng ang, Gamati Ginelina Arborea.

4 Dieng Rai, 'Tita Sopa... Champ... Micheli Champaca,
5 Bola, Dieng Bliat, Bolseng Bola .» Morus Laevigata,
6 Nahar Dieng Ngai .. Mesua... Mesua ferrea..
q Sal, Dieng Blei, Bol Sal ... Sal .. Shorea Robusta.

Ngippok, Ga

8 Mundhani eee .. Mundani... Acrocarpuys fraxinifalius,

9 Amari, Lali ae w= Amari .. Amoora Wallichii.

10 Cham, Sam .. Chaplash eae Artocarpus Chaplasha.

11 Birch, Dieng Lieng ... Birch .. Betula alnoides.

12 Bogipoma, Diengbti, Tyr- Chickrassy Ghikrasaia tabularis.
neng, Bo] Derek.

Khokan.
13 Khokan, Dieng Bai ... Lampati Duabanga grandiflora.

14 Karal we .. Karak .. Kayea floribunda,

15 Badam wee .. Badam ... Mansonia Dipikai,

16 Holok, Diengmaras Rak- Hollock ... Terminalia Myriccarpa.

17 Poma, Dieng Bti T0on Toona Ciliata.seng

18 Kadim .. Kadam .. Anthocephalus Dadamba,

19 Pine, Khasi Pine, Dieng Pine .» Pinus Kusiya.
Kseh.

20 Gogra, Dieng Ngan Gogra i Schima Khasiana/Schima
launi Wallichii

Dp. R. RYMMAT,
Dy. Secy. to the Govt. of Meghalaya,

Law Department.

"HILLONG x : Printed ard published by the Superin'endent, Govt. Press,
(Ex. Megh. Gazette) No.103--62! -+150-2-6-81,



OWING +IGF (MOEF) ISSUES ORDERSAl
GARO ANDAINTIA DISTRICTCO CILS

The Inspector General of Fores EF

and Jaintia in Meghalaya, before inventorising
and dealing with illegal timber as ordered by the
Hon'ble Sp. Ct..

issued an order allowing the trans
legal timber from the District Councils Garo

HPC in its reports has pointed out Meghalaya
having huge quantity of univentorised timber
lying in the District Council areas.

This order of the IGF (MOEF) violates para 7(c) of
the Sp. Cts. Order dated 15-1-98 which states as
under:

"The State Govts. shall ensure disposal of illegal
timber before permitting the conversion / disposal
of legal authorised timber available with the wood
based industries."

(Note: In the said order the term "State Govt."
would include District Councils also.)

Under these circumstances we may suggest.
removal of para 35 by way of modification of the
said order of the Courtwhich states:



"For the proper and effective implementation of
these orders, the Ministry of Environment and
Forests will have the liberty to issue suitable
directions consistent with the order."

2. You would recall about the suggestion that
movement of any timber from North Eastern
states should only be through Railways and not
trucks. See the enclosed newspaper report about
18 truckloads of illegal timber from Arunachal
seized in Assam, justifying the need for restricting
the modes of transportation of timber.
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18 truckloads '
of illegal

timber' seized
Brom Dur.Correspondent (af

; DIBRUGARH, Apt 131 Acting v4

on a secret tip-off, potie of armwd
policemen, ted by DSP HK Nath

day seized 18 truckloads of
felled Umber from the Brahroputre«

from forests in Arunachal Pradesh,

the police team reached the spot,
tix tracks, losded with Umberwere;
ready to move into clandestine

} boats.Only one truckdrivercguld
twrested by.the police, asthe restman
aged to escape. The pollce ars yet le,
identify the incentors ofthe vast quan

organised proup of timber smugglers"

4

r yer bank here Al the limber were

milis inthe city, The rest of thotm-;
4

berwere being rafted in by motoris

tityof legal Umber.
oliceherels aware a

has of late been camping In the,city."'

1

ae


