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Aug 4, 1984.

Dear Shri L S Bhat,

Thank you very much for sending the photocopy of your
study on lalnad. Frankly speaking I d4id not knew that

such a kind of study existed! It makes anst interesting
reading and it specifically envisages a total developament
plan for the whole of Halnad region.,

Some comments offi the paper :

a) In your study an assumption has been made about 3°slop-
e land being available for paddy cultivation along the
river streams. I am doubtful as to how realistic it
is, As stated elesewhere in the study,thare is physical

and economic limits to cultivation., We may have to see
that the catchment area is not denuded as it will in
the long run effect the costal area causing floods.
The suggestions (page 117) to emphasise on the ecolog-
ical factor is very important. ,

 Changing landuse from paddy to spice may be economical-
2ly rational but as you have correctly pointed out in
your study it is very much linked to the avalability
of leaf manure and pernenial water supply. This calls
for a larger part of land to be kept under tree cover
to assist spice garden. :

I do not know when this study was conducted. lowever,
7/ in 1967 large tracts of reserve forest land was reale-
/ sed for cultivation. The clearfelling of the forest
. _cover was done without any consideration to the area.
For instance forest in steep slopes and catchments
were clearfelled., Today these land lie barren and the
.~ topsoil has been washed away. The politicialks and the
| contractors gained., This represents a classic case
. wherein the land use classification was not studied =
end a change in it was imposed with a greater harm to
weople and the environment, S0 the need at present is
to assess the damage it has done to the alreadg exist-
ing pattern of land use. :
I wish your study should have been the base for such
: kind of change. The Western Ghat Development Programme
7 o S R rr T e raans m:‘:\:v- .waMv\
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is celebrating its tenth year of implemantation. But
it hardly considers the basic issues, 4 have not read
the plan prepared by the Town and Country Planning
Organisation. But the evaluation of WGDFP by PEO shows
how absurd the programmne is.,

fiow about Appiko Caluvali- thanks for your appreciation
I am not the person who started this movemnet. It was
started by villagers and I jumped intothe fray when I
saw that political parties were trying to make a capital
ont of it.,

At present the movement covers eight places, or cluster
of villages in Sirsi and Siddapur taluka. 4+t has also
spread to Sagar taluka in Shimoga district.

Appiko has three main objectives, to save , to grow and
to utidtise forest ( Je At present we are busy
in tree planting programme in the villages and we are
also educating avout the utilisation aspect.

We are prepared to work on the landuse maps as suggested
by you. We need # your guiadance,

Prof. Gadgil's Centre for Ecological Studies iz close
collabaration with DOEn has made 20minutes film on the
situnation of western ghats. ¥ have not seen the film,

It is very sad that Gadgil's ventmre and Appiko has
basic differences. They say their job is only research
and they cannot associate with thé¢ movements.

S0 most of the academecians and the scient®sts are agai-
nst Appiko. The real issue is ,vhere does the academec-

s

jan stand ? Is his job only doing the research 7

I am trying to contact people from the scentfic field
wno are with the pedple,and who support people's
movements. |

Looking forward to kearing from you,
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