
AGRICULTURE SECRETARY, “fe? “ste
Govt. oF INDIA New Delhi, January 19, 1951.

My dear Pal,
In connection with the

symposium on 'why India is deficit in

foodgeedme! to be recorded by A.I.R.

on Monday, January 22, 1951, I send

herewith some statistics which you

might find useful. If you need any

further information I shall be happy

to supply it.

Yours sincerely,

2

(K.L. Panjabi)

Dr. B.P. Pal,
Director,
New Delhi.



WHY IS INDIA DEFICIT IN FOODGRAIN PRODUCTION

Attached are statements showing:

(a) Preduction of foodgrains during the last 11 years,
(») Yield per acre of rice and wheat in comparison

with other @ untries.
(ce) Additional preduction under Grew More Food Campaign

duxving
During the 11 years ending 1950 India's populatien

has increased by 32.57 millions. The pepulation in

March, 1940 is estimated at 314.77 millions and that
in March, 1950, accerding te Home Ministry's estimate
at 347.34 millions.

IRRIGATION

Qut of about 370 million acres of culturable land

in India about 49 million acres or reughly 13 per cent

is irrigated. No irrigation facilities are available for
abeut 80 per cent of the quiturable area. Most of the

qgiltivated area therefore produces only one catch crop

depending on the moneen reinfall evailable over a pericd
of 3 te 4 months, and remains fallow and unutilised for
the rest of the year. Artificial irrigation is therefore

necessary to get the best out of the land. The water

resources of the country show that about 1356 million cft.
flow annually through the rivers of India. Out of this
about 6 per cent is at present being put te beneficial use

through irrigation.
Power irrigation sbhemes costing about Rs.11,00

crores are under wnsideration or under execution.

These, however, are limited by the availability of funds

and time for execution.
fhe second source of irrigation cemes frem the

utilisation of water available in the sub-soil. India

possesses a large number of percolation wells which

irrigate about 12§ million acres annually. During

recent years tube-wells have been constructed on an
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extensive scale. The U.P. Sovernnent have about 2200

tubewells and there are more than double this number

under private ownership.

MANURES

A ca@xreful survey of the existing supply of

manure productionand potential supplies in rural and

urban sreas show thet it is pessible te produce about

2.4 million tons of extra food per year by compos ting
town refuse and preservationof cattle urine and

dung. The potential supplies of manure available in
the urban and rural areas are:

(1) Town refuse compost 50 lakh tens

giving an additional 2 lakh tens of

food grains per year.
(2) Rural compost cccsseccecesed Million tons

with an extra food preduction of 20 lakh tens.

(3) Town sewage and sullage ...800 nillion

g@llons a day with an extra foed preduction
ef 2 lakh tons.

CATTLE

Indian agriculture is unthinkable witheut

the bullock. It depends on the bullock for aultivatien
ef land, lifting water for irrigation, harvesting ané

thrashing of crops and transporting produce to the

market, Although there are about 55.5 million male

cattle over 3 years of age in the Union, beceuse of
the lew efficiency there is a shortage of useful cattle
in the country. There is already @ grave shortage of

cattle fedder. The problem therefore is to increase

the efficiency of the working cattle to incresse

sgriailtural productions
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VRAGHENTATION UF HOLDINGS

The average sise of these heldings is 2.7 acres
in Assen Valley, varying frem 2.48 acres in seme

division te 15 in ethers in Bembay md:-frem 5 acres

te 16 in Punjabs



Foodgraine* ~ Acreage and Production - Reporting
and Non-reporting areas,

INDIAN UNION

1939~ 40 to 1949~ 50
4

Acreage (1000 acres) ; Production ('000 tons)
Years t Reporting }

“Non = repert-) Total
PNeporting

((QNon-repat—0

: areas j ing areas to i areas
fine

arcas
|

Total

1939-40 155,790 MoA. 155,790 42 5764 6,143 48,907

1940-41 155,974 WoAs 155,974 41,891 6,561 48 yh 52

191-42 155,995 NeAs 155,995 40,634 6,2 46,845

Gh2—h3 164,332 R.A. 16h , 332 bby 22h 6,281 50,505

1943-44 166, 347 25,718 192 ,065 45,h41 6,214 51,655

19bhm’s 183,069 19,292 202 , 360 46,093 4,968 51,082

19h 5—h6 177,899 19,638 197 537 40,768 4,968 45,738

19h 6—47 161,736 de, 093 195,829 42,197 3,946 46,143

1947-48 177,876 13,662 191,538 bby 393 3,651 48 ,2hhy

1948-49 189, 598 11, 543 201,141 bh, 260 2,920 47,180

1949-50 195,507 11,553 207 ,060 45,84. 2,920 Af 761

NLA. - Not available.
#* Relates to Rice, wheat, Jowar, Bajra, Maize, Ragi, Barley and Gren.

Note: Firures from 1944-45 onwards are not strietly comparable
with those relatinc to years earlier than 1944-45 because
of inerease in reporting areas,
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( Lbs.)
Countries 1948-49

Rice Wheat

India 692 561

U.SeAe 2,097 (¢) 1,079(c)
Argentina 2,070(¢) 955(c)
Australia 3,604(e) 910(e)

Burma

|

1,213(c) 285(a)

China 2, 2h8(¢) 999(b)

(a) for 1947

(eb) for 1948 and relates to 22 Provinces of China.

(e) for 1948.



Ne’ Yardsticks of
additional

Productioa
an

Target and Achievement under 0.M.F Campaign.

¥e
9

' 1 Estimated ' Target of’ * additional * addi.
' ' roduction * Production’ * achieved ' under G.M.F.

Name of Schemes. * All India yardetiek ‘under G.M.F. ' campaign
\

of additional ' Campaign during during

I. 1/5th ton per acre of
area irrigated. 439 7.06

*
leAmmonium Sulphate 2 tons per ten of qnty. 0.66 1.85

2.Oilcake 1.0 * v 68 “ # 0.61 Ow12

3.Town Compost 0,03 * ._ * 8 * O14 0.33

Green Manures ho * . - * * 0.12 0.25
(seeds)

5.Others 0.95 0.96

Total (1 to 5) 2eh7 3.51

194,9=50
ov over

tons tons
irrigation

chemes.
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