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To

Dre K Kri shnan,National Physical Laboratory,
New Delhi.

hy dear sir,
brahmasri Vidwan Tiruvak Rananujachariarswaul handed over

to me a bundle of books to be handed over to you at Delhi.
1 have sent the same through sri T.Tirunalachari who is taking
the Grand Trunk Express today. He will be arriving there on

the 6th morning at about 10 A The books are packed in a

dealwood box. All the books BEEK except two are sent in the

box. These two are being brought by me by plane.» so, if
convenient, a request you to kindly send your person with a

note to sri to take delivery of the box con-

taining the books.

with Kind Regards,
Yours sincerely
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T.A.TIRUMALACHARL A,
Sri ShanmuganathanDyCommercial Tax Officer,Sankarankoil. Advocate,

A REVIEW
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The noetie words of vision that make and mark the immortei

Dindigul, Sri. PeKe Shanmuganathen, BeAebeb who combines in
himself the real friend, philosopher and guide of one and all of
us who havven to come across and contact him. It isx indeed
a veritable feast to have a peep into his new treatise Sri-
villiputhur Sthalamahatmayam" that excels in realising an

excellent and elegant synthesis of a Sthalapuranam set admirably
to the modern tune of a new-geo-socio-religious approach,

of one learned avolearned Avocate-scholar ofscholar of our

theists, atheistsy the festivals, ete., that mark the Hindu-

bringing home to the wide world of conflicting ideologies

pantheon e Our learned author for whowe erudition and felicity
of expression and foréesful exposition 1 have ever an unbounded

of literature, more so to the spiritual world. Combining in
himself the archaic scholar of robust erudition andi the blossam

of the ever-enquviing research scholar of the modern type, the

'au thorx has brought out magnum: opus..- though brief and lean in
size, yet potential, informative, insviring ana thought -provoking.
He combines in his treasise the cream of the classics and the sn

sviritval literature of a hoary tradition. Running in an easy, xx
lucid, mellifluous style of the "MadhuK sheera~araksh-bhaga" ,

measure of reverance and admiration, is not new to the world

-all combined in one his work reminds one of the poetic
explanation or the avology for his composition based on a theme that

€

has best been brought out already by many other eminent scholars
in these varts in different angles, ranging from the scholarly
publication of the Srivilliputhur Sthalapuranam by the late
U.V. Vigwa Kavibhushanem Brahmasri Narasmihacharyasvami alias
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Apvu Iyengar who adorned thé local Guru Gynanasambanthar Hinau-
Hich School for a pretty lone spell of more than three dec-des,
and the chronicleg of the shrine of Srivilliputhur by the
distinguished Secretary of the Madras Tamil Sangam, Pandit Sri,
£.M-Subramaniam Pillai of Does not the piece of
sandalwood ground, incessantly shed a perpetual air of aroma around?
Does not the sugarycane, sized into smaller pieces taste sweeter
and morefmatatabkex palatable to one's tongue? Does not a piece
of gold with continuance beating shine with glittering colours?"

g Fg
To be in consonance with the spirit of the immortal renderings
of Sri. Pertalwar and Sri. Andal, the presiding deified savants
of the cultural Renaissance in Tamil Nad in-the early centuries
A.D, the learneil' author has rendered' a great act of service,
to divinity7to achieve his goal in the words thé
Ch rya

Who can forget the lively moments a real'Jignasu' spends so

profitably with this sparkling abodem of Hindu culture, the

person in the author based on a broad and liberal planetuned to
the dictum of the wise

IPT IPH ryt

Marked for its comorehensive brevity, felicity and rhythmic
of a poetic prose, eschewed of an attempt at vseudo-

Linguistic with a natural, flowing style of ease

and srace, vivid anda graphic, the brochure is a balanced

production of the traditional puranas set into the garh of a

historical treatise that combines the modern guide' and a

- felicitous Sthalamahatmya, retold to suit the modern taste
the scholar and thé Tavman alike. Topical and timed chapters
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in the book oresent a continuous and evolutionary history of the town :

of Srivilliputhur from its nacleus- Stage und to its
present growth, marked with the birth and lives of the Bharatha-

Ratnas of divine grace and avathar Sri. Peria Alwar and Sri.
Andal, the author has successfully woven into his treatise
the quintessence of philosophic thought of the 'vaishnavite'
saints of the holy town of Srivilliputhur, bringing out elaborately
the denth of meaning of the immortal hymns of these eminent

savants who were indeed the messenger-anostles of the Tamil

Renaissance in the early centuries. He has also xem touched

upon the el@gance of the lyrical and mystical beauties in the

works of the saintly Peria Alwar ani the divine child-prodigy
Sri, Andal, that excel their counterpart in Western thought.

A welcome feature in this brochure ae the non-alignment
of its author to any pareicular school of thought regarding
the probable dates of the main personae in the theme.

Alive to the historic truth that the history of India, especially
that of the Scuth is not yet out of the pan of acid test of

an unccasing and battling research, the author has merely

catalogued the views current, regarding the dates of Sri Peria
Alwar and Sri Andal. One is glad that the purpose and beauty

of this treatise are not lost in the wild rambles regarding
the fixation of dates in the scheme.

Correctly has the avthor struck a note of warning and a
apnveal for reconciling the archaic grouvs of orientalists with

the ofterring scholars with a nessarch bias, tho fo

losing oneself into the clutches of Mammon or the pangs of passion.

The author deserves convratulation in bringing out a piece of

exce&lent work m into the fiéla of literature a book that is
easily the best treatise that goes to the heart of the common

jibing at the robust scholars of the ancient times who fused

delicately wordly wisdom, integrated excellently scbentific
approach and worked out to spiritual and pract ce

by the un-initiated commoner and the esoteric alike, without

. man with a smattering knowlege and the scanning brain of the
P.T.0
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learned scholar and the critic alike. Indeed it is a fitting
tribute to its author wx at the thousht of whose equipments
mental and spiritual one cannot but lose oneself in musing
raptures.

A review of the book in its embryonic stage, cannot

but make one feel and notice in the ageing, superannuated Execu-
tive Officer, Sri M-Tyyagaraja Mudaliar, a youthful aesthete with a

creative brain to harness the available resources and fuse
them into a hanpy blend in with the scheme of renovating
the shrines that are the relics of our ancient glory. It is
a hapvy synchronism that with an eflightemed and enthusiastic
Board of Trustees with Sri N.Krishnaswami Naidu as its
distinguished Chattman, Sri Mudaliar has been able to achieve@
rapid strédes and excellent results in forging the 5ri Nachiar
Devasthanam into the forefront to make it deservex the rightful
name of a tourist-centre in consonance with our Central Year-
Plans. The rapid march of time has already worked mea miracle<
in beautifying the premises of the shrines by bringing them into
the four walls of hygene, however, not clasing with the scriptural

injunctions. It isa healthy augury that with the renova-

tion of these ancient temples to besin with and with the main-

eanance of these premises on healthy and hygienic lines from @
the point of view of day-to-day administration, the venture

release such a series of cheav but useful literature cannot

but be apvlauded. It augurs well that at this juncture, when ou

mothariand is practically on the cross-roads of the politically
-penevolent secularism that unconsciously cridd a temporary halt
to most of our creative activities in the field of religion, -
a religion that never preached hate but an unerring and eternal

song of love, the root-seed of the song of "Panch Seela" of

our esteemed leaders ;-that the segely utterances of our sagacious

leaders of thought and administration in the recent times, have

encouraged the thinking vublic and an attempt has bean made £m

towards the "Gnena Yagna" that undoubtedly works miracles in

+

eradicating illiteracy in our am land. One notices with pleasure



+
a5

the recent trends in templé administration in our State that go
to make the shrines veritable seats of cuiture, I am glad that
the Sri Nachis r Devasthanam does not lag behind in this noble
endeavour," The tremendous creative faculty of present Executive-
officer, 1 am sure, which has turnea the premises of the temple
as the venues of weekly synods and seminars and model homes of real

Buceorwr.cu'ture and the fountain of to the orvhans to march in
line with the purvose and beauty of such shrines in this growing
age of seething atheism will not fail to bring in many more such

issues£ the veritable nucleus of a Vidhya Bhavan to last for ever
as a fi tting tribute to the glory that was, is and will ever be

Srivilliputhur, sacred with the association of the saintly
Peria Alwar and the divine Sri Andal, the mystic poet-goddess
of our land, the crest-jewel of ideal womanhood Ms hens

in addition to'a host of saints and of tee other cults in
this holy svot. As a himble votary of the Bha I, for one

enlightened authorities Shape well for ever and bring forward
such useful additions to the realm of literature where a true
aspirant ean profitably = learn and enjoy in the company Of the

Great, that are the imperishable tfAmar" books _ - _ an adequate
substitute for the "Synod of the Wise." In this connection I
may suggest thet the Devasthanam may do well to start the "Thiru-

Homes" on a par with the "Isai Sehools " of varying types
for children in our State, where the prabaNdhams of the Vaishna-
vite saints may be taught set to music and dancing.
crave your indulgence to permit me to susgest again that
attempts may be made to render this-valuable treatise into the

several major languages that are current, Engl&sh and Hindi, not-

withstanding, so that the publications may prove an effective
propaganda and a definite call to the E Centre to convert this tiny
Shrineland of Srivilliputhur into a Tourist-Centre to fit in with

es

and, a

among many, make bold to pray that the endeavours of the

the Tonrist Map of India envisaged in the All-India Sirens scheme.

May the Almighty Vatanabrasayi, the presiding lord of our land

and our divine MotherSri Goda bless all of use Namasthae.
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