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i LVllliD ur Sthalamahathmgyam" _
Dy .Commercial Tax OIflcer, BY Sri, E'Shanmuganathan DefieBol,
Sankarankoil., Advocate, DiAdigul,
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The poetie words of vision Thet make and mark the immorted
and ppele Gtia loorlid all svep e by Kol s

scholara(of the &ttemnt of our learned 4dvocate-scholar of Rkak

Dindigul, Sri, FeK. Shanmuganathan, D'“'D'“g who combines in

himself the real friend, npilosopher and guide of one and all of

us who havven to come across and contact him., It isx indeed

a veritable feast to have a peep into his new freatise "Sri -

villiputhur Sthalemahatmayam” that excels in realising an

excellent and elegant synthesis of a Sthalapuranam,set admirably

to the modern tune of a new-geo-socio-religious approach,

bringing home to the wide world of confllctlng ideologies

theists, atbeist%?figgfgzgiiézigjééég%fbtéizh;ark the Hln&:tnfi‘f\

pantheon. Cur 1earned author for whode erudition and felicity

of expression and foreesful exposition L have ever an unbounded
measure of reverance éﬁg admiration, is not new to the world

of literature, more so to the spiritual world. Combining in

himself the archaic scholar of robust erudition and the blossdm

of the ever-enquiring resgarch scholar of the modern type, the
‘guthorkx has brought}out;?nwgnum>opus;_ though brief and lean in

size, yet potential, informative, inspiring and thought_provoking.
He combines in his treasise the cream of the classics and the =m

spiritual literature of a hoary tradition. Running in an easy, %x

lucid, mellifiuous style of the "Madhu-Ksheera-iraksh-bhaga",

all combinedrin.onevrr- his work reminds one of the poetic

explanation or the anology for his composition basei on a theme that

has best been bropqht out already by manylother eminent scholars

in these parts in different angleé, rangihg from the scholarly

publication of the Sriviliiputhﬁr Sthalapuraham by the late

UeV.Vi3wa Kavibhushanem Brahmasri Narasmihacharyaswami alias
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Appy IyengEQAWho adorned the local Guru Qynanasambéntﬂar=ﬂindu— .
High School for a pretty eong spell of mére than three dec-des,
and the chronicleg of the shrine of Srivilliputhur by the
distinguished Secretary of the Majras Tamil Sengam, Pandit Sri.
E.MeSypramaniam Pillai of Sankaranvoil. Does not the piece of
sandalwood ground, incessantly shed a perpatual air of aroma around?

Does not the sugarvcane, sized into smaller pieces taste sweeter

and morefmixkmbimx palatable to one's tongue®? Does not a piece

of gold with continuance beating shine with glittering colours?"
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To be in consonance with the spirit of the immortal renderings
of Spi, Perialwar and Sri, Andal, the presiding deified savants
of the cultural Renaissance in Tamil Nad in-the early centuries
A.D, the learned author has rendered a great act of sprv1ce

to dwvinity7f~/achieve his goal in the words of thd ﬁﬁﬁnﬂﬁﬂb-é;m4b$
N
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Who can forget the lively moments a real'dignasu' spends so
profitably with this sparkling abodem of Hindu culture, the
person in the author/pased tn a broad and liberal planetuned to

the dictum of the x¥®m wise =--- E 7
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Marked for its comprehensive beevity, felicity and rhythmic
dietion of a poetic prose, eschewed of an attempt at pseudo-
iinguistic égg;%§;;ﬁa with a natural, flowing style of ease
7and srace, vivid and graphic, the brochure is a balanced
production of the traditional puranas set into the garB of a
historical treatise that combines the modern guide and a
- felicitous Sthalamahatmya, retold to suit the modern taste of

the scholar and the lavman alike., ZTopical and timed chapters
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in the bookuprésent a contimuous and evolutionary history of the town
of Srivilliputhur from its nMcleus- stage mm# Imwkex to its

present growth, marked with the birth and lives of the Bharatha-
Batnas of divine grace and avathar Sri, Peria Alwar and Sri,
Andal.'fﬁé author has successfully woven into his treatise

the quintessence of philosophic thought of ¢he 'vaishnavite'

saints of the holy town of Srivilliputhur, bringing out elaborately
the denth of meaning of the immortal hymns of these eminent

savants who were indeed ' the messenger-apostles of the Tamil
Renaissance in the early centuries. He has a2lso k== touched

upon the el€gance of the lyrical and mystical beauties in the

works of the ' saintly Peria Alwar and the divine child-prodigy
Sri, Andal, that excel theirfcounternart in Western thought.

: '
A welcome feature in this brochure is the non-alignment

of its author to any particular school of thought regarding

the xrwzkzkd® probable dates of the main personae in the theme.
Alive to the historiec truth that the history of India, especially
that of the South is not yet out of the pan of acid test of

an unc-asing and béttling fesearch, the author has merely

catalogued the views current, regarding the dates of Sri Peria

Alwar and Sri Andal, Une is glad that the purpose and beauty
of this treatise are not lost in the wild rambles regarding

the fixation of dates in the scheme.

Correctly has the avthor struck a note of warning and an
appeal for reconciling the archaie groups of orientalists with
the ofterring scholars with a ressarch bias, who y attempt 4~
jibing at the robust scholars of the ancient times Q%%;fused

delicately wordly wisdom, integrated excellently scientific
approach and worked out t0'sniritua%fg§22;11 tion and Dracticez :

by the un-initiated commoner and the esoteric alike, without
losing oneself into the clutches of Mammon or the pangs of passion.
The suthor deserves concratulation in bringing out a piece of
excellent work ®m into the fiéld of literature a book that is
éasily the best treatise that goes to the heart of the common

man with a smattering knowleige and the scanning brain of the
P.T:0
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learned scholar and the critic alike., Indeed it is a fitting
tribute to its author mx at the thought of whose equipments
mental and spiritual one cannot but lose oneself in musing

raptures.

A review of the book ,in its embryoniec stage, cannot
but make one feel and notice in the ageing, superannusted Execu-
tive Officer, Sri M.Thyagaraja Mudaliar, a vouthful aesthete with a
creative brain to harness the available resources mnd fuse
them into a hanpy blend t %é;in with the scheme of renovating
the shrines that are the relics of our ancient glory. It is
& happy synchmonism that with an ehlightemed and enthusiastic
Board of Trustees with Sri NKrishnaswami Neidu as its
distinguished Chatiman, Spi Mudsliar has been able to achieve‘
rapid str‘des and excelient results in forging the Sri Nachiar

Devasthanam into the forefront to make it deservex the rightful

name of a tourist—centre in consonance with our Central Year-
Plans., 'The rapid marech of time has already worked mxx miracle
in beautifying the premises of the shrines~by bringing them into
the four walls of hygéne, however, not clasing with the scriptural
kmimwkx injunctiohs. It is a healthy augury that with the renova-
tion of these ancient temples to bezin with and with the mein-
danance of these premises on heaflthy ”and hygienic lines from ‘
the point of view of day=-to-day administration, the venture
~to release such4a series of cheap but usaful literature cannot

but be applauded. It augurs well that at this juncture, when ou¥
mothbrland is practically on the cross-roads of the politically
“pbenevolent secularism that unconsciously cridd a temporary halt

to most of our creative activities in the field of religion, —

a religion that never preached hste but an unerring and eternal
song of love, the root-seed of the song of "Panch Seela" of

our esteemed leaders,—that the sagely utterances of our sagacious
leaders of thought and administration in the recent times, have
encouraged the thinking public and &n attempt has been made x=®
towards the "Gnana Yagna" that undoubtedly works miracles in

eradicating illiteracy in our =R land. One notices with pleasure
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the recent trends in temple administration in our State that go

to make the shrines verifable seats of cuiture. I am glad that

the Sri Nachis r Devasthanam does not lag behind in this noble

endeavour. The tremendous creative faculty of present Executive-

officer, I am sure, which has turned the premises of the temple

as the venues of weekly synods and seminars and model homes of real

t 4 the f . e

cu'ture anid the fountain of v to the orphans i
eaggg?g' ans to march in

line with the purvose and beauty of such shrines in this growing

age of seething atheism will not fail to bring in many more sueh

5 Mcﬁmﬁa,

1ssues< a8+the veritable nucleus of a Vidhya Bhavan to last for ever

as a fitting tribute to the glory that was, is and will ever be

Spivilliputhur, sacred with the asgociation of the saintly

Peria Alwar and the divine Sri Andal, the mystic poet-goddess

of our land, the crest-jewel of ideal womanhood)ﬁaabvuégéps/g%5279h,
- z : : f&;«/%cw«'[; M
in addition to_a host of saints and éﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁrof the other cults in

this holy snot. 4As a himble votary of the Bhagyiﬁlt, I  for one
M

among many, make bold to pray that the endeavours of the
enlightened authorities shape well for ever and bring forward

such useful additipns to the realm of literature where a true
aspirant can profitab%y’x learn and enjd& in the company ©of the
Great, that are the imperishable "Amar" books --- an adéquate
substitute for the "Synod of the Wise," In this connection I

may suggest that the Devasthanam may do well to start the "Th;ru-
nppavai Homes" on a par with the "Isai Scghools " of varying types
for children in our State, where the oprabandhams of the Vaishna-
vite saints may be taught set to music and dancing. I mxeaya

crave your indulgence xnak to permit me to suggest again that
attempts may be made to render this valusable treatise into the x=m
several major languages that are current, Englesh and Hindi, not-
withstanding, so that the publications may prove an effective
provnaganda and a definite call to the E Centre to convert this tiny
Shrineland of Srivilliputhur into a Tourist-Centre to fit in with
the Tomrist Man of India envisaged in the All-dndia shmpmmsx scheme.
May the Almighty Vatapatrasayi, the presiding lord of our land

and our divine Mother Sri Goda bless all of us. Namasthae.

/9:1- 1986
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