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Dr Rajendra Prasad awards diplomas to

- Indian Agricultural Research Institute at the Council of State Chamber, »

New Delhi on Monday. Sir Datar Singh and Mr N. C. Pal (Director of the
Institute), are also seen.—Statesman.

S“LAND ARMY” TO INCREASE
| PRODUCTION :

Mr Munshi, theé Food

Addressing jointlyf the governing
body meet.ng of the Indian Council
of Agricultural search and the
Convocation  of t Indian Agri-
cultural Institute Delhi. he - said,

given a countryw, effort, the inte-
grated production programme could
be fulfilled by growing an additional
1,400,000 tons of food, 600,000 bales
of cotton and 1,800,000 bales of jute
‘and substitute fibres by the end of
March 1952. :

! The random sample: surveys con-
ducted by the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research, he said, had
confirmed . the 7 eye estimates of
i?reased produetion of 1,700,000 tons
in" 1950-51 as a'resul{ of the grow
more food campa
“We must crea
the cg}unégv‘ in:
achieves the lest yield per acre is’
accepted as a hero deserving of honour
at the hands of nation and the Gov-
of peace of greater
ier or the politician”

:  “We are yet a lon
complete utilization o
. We. have 102m

way off
our land
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fallows the

. rotational

4 but - more
28 ~are needed to enforce

the: “in "a thorough manner.

“He who has the land but uses it not

should be 1 inal”.
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MR. MUNSHIS
DELHI = CONFERENCE

and Agriculture
called for the formationof an auxiliary “land army” of enterprising
farmers to extend India’s agricultural production.

«n selected apeas.

~ Ultimately it

i
an-;a'n almosphere in !
h the farmer who

ble current |
nt of which fluctuates

passed

is guilty of creating a food shortage and

ADDRESS AT

Minister,

post-graduate students of the

* production—about

.. come of the Couneil from
" tural products cess had been

yesferday

£ EXTENSION BOARDS
Mr Munshi suggested the setting up
in each State of an extension board simi-
lar to the extension board of the Indian
Council of Agricultural Research to
translate research in terms of practice
These boards migh
comprise the Minister and the Director
of Agriculture and experts and repre-
sentatives of growers and interests who
were prepared to set up small demon-
stration farms in different villages.
For extension work, he said, an offi
cial “land army” was not enough.
was the enterprising
farmer who wa2s the pivot of prompt
and effective agricultural reform.
auxiliary “lJand army” risin
farmers who *would agree to maintain

continuous contaet . with extension
agencies. follow up thexx&ice given and
assist in the extension wo

would have to be built up; young men
ir the willages could be

honorary  workers—*land ards”—and

they could be required to give a certain,

number of Lours of work every.week
end be enrolled for service either in
the village or in their tehsil or district
or State. Training camps of one to

'three months' duration could be organiz-

d.
“Extension work to be etfcctive must |

also create an interest in the public
ind. “This can hest be done if we can
ve popu’ar journals supoorted by all
States, commodity committees and

interests in Engéish and various Indian |

languages which would reach all. ex-

tension workers and educated farmers

at_a nomiiai GOSL o s it

' Prasad said:India's dependence on other

 India had therefore to evolve methods

An: |
of elterprising’

undertaken,

enrolled as g

L&
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The damage caised by insects, pests;
diseases, weeds, monkeys and other
wild animals, Mr hMH?Sht‘h Sald.nt‘:’\:j"l'i
¢ E -fifth o e country’s
by el 9m lons Research
to eradicate these pests and pqpular
education to stimulate an incentive ut(}
eradicate them were very esse:}tml L
we spend the energy which we' e ust
on clamouving for imported fo ainss
on destroving pests, we would need no
imports”. : 3 3 2
I\K‘ir Munshi urged the Governing Body
to frame a scheme for extemsion wor
and give to ICAR its legitimate place
as the national organization of 'ax\_utz)nc;xrz-
and extension. e in-
tural research e
steadily
g . 2 g
increasing, he said, and the curren
year's proceeds were estimatcd at Rs 29_
lakhs as - against ‘the last five years

| average of Rs 19 lakhs.

DR PRASAD’S SPEECH
Inaugurating the session, Dr Rajendra

countries for' food was a challenge to
the scientists and agriculturists of the. |
country. Agricultural institutes in |

which would eliminate the country's
dependence on foreign imports of food 1
as soon as possible. !

He added: “If we want to improve the

i

e IS o5 - - IBR
fnstMen’{s the agficulturist uses, it
- would be helpful if they could be made |
available to him. The improved plough,
however, must not be such as the bullock
available fo him cannot drag. It must
| also be suitable for the soil in which he !
gvdrk .¢ All these limitations have to be
, orﬁg in mind. The problem before the
Government is how to satisfy the agri-
culturists that the improvements are
really for his benefit from his point of

‘view._ This should be ne through an
organization . which remains in close |
contact with the agriculturists. The |

Government can do this by having small
farms in particular areas for particular
purposes”. 5

The President awarded diplomas to
post-graduate students of the Indian
Agricultural Research Institute and
prizes to winners of the various crop
competitions.

The winners of the prize were: Mr
Jagdish Prasad *of the village of
Mowana for a yield of 58 maunds. 13
seers per acre of wheat during the rabi
crop of 1950; Mr J. C. Pani of Midnapur |
district for a yield of 733 maunds of
paddy per acre during 1949-50; Mr
Rattan Prakash of Hapur for a yield of
679 maunds 21 seers 7 chattaks of pota-
toes per acre.

‘The winners of the Delhi ardens

potato competition were Mr K. Pan-
]PaTb]i::ffLady Parry and Mr McKechlnaa.r-‘—

oo

< o USRS



I —

LY
3

&

g g l‘,
rhich actually
| | agrieuliure.”

A‘a

\
!

eliminate
.’soon as_possible. -
" " The Besident sa:id if India avanted to

{ improve¥ the instruments ghe agriculfia-

rist used, it would be “helpful -if they Ilg\j

could be niade available to him.

The problem before the Govern-
ment was how to satisfy the agricultu-

| This should b;e_‘done thro
{ zation whi fémained in close contact |
with the bgﬂgﬁnurl:ts !

The G@rnmem could do this hy‘
having small farms in particular areas
for particulap ‘%urposes.

The President Sail . Béing an agricul-
tural country, it . eally a matter of

shame that we SWMB\? to depend |
| St ¥
| Mr Munshi's speech-page 5

e
S

" 3

i ’
other ecountries for o ,ﬁood and
uld be a challenge not only to
ulturists of .the ecuntry, but also to
seientisis, who are engaged in agri-'

he

roduce Whal is required for ot
frequiraments. It is not only |
iiter of food grains that we are

o T
and

g

rist that the improvements wecre ré.llyl
,lm_.-_;hae,mmnggg& v T

j.an organi- |" |

-esearch that we should. not bey,

o

T

o

Dr Rajendra Prasad addressing the convocation of the Indian
Agricultufal Research Institute held in New Delhi yesterday. On
left is Mr K. M. Munshi, Food Minister.

| Food Imports Challenge To
Research Workers

R PRASAD'S PLEA TO APPLY
'SCIENCE TO RAISE OUTPUT

joint address yesterday in Delhi to the Governing Body of :
dian Council of Agricultural Research and the Convoeation
Indi A Agricultural Research Institute, Dr Rajendra Prasad |
depe e on other countries for food was a challenge
I t sulturists of the country. Agricultural insti-
.tu@%: India had, therefore, to evolve methods which would !

the countrj?;dependenc‘e on foreign imports of food as
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search, Dr Prasad said:

“We hear a great deal about the im-
provement of the agricultural machinery.
Undoubtedly the instruments that are
now/used by our agriculturists ordinari-
ly are of a primitive type. They have

been -in existence for -many centuries
past, and they have not been improved.
One of the reasons may be that they have
not been #ble to find anything better:

.Nand if you want to improve them, vou

can Qe heloful to them only if the, im-
provement ‘s such as can be easily made

is to's ¥, if you. were to improve the
At must not be a very ‘costly|

3

& 'phat we have ¢
instance ‘o co-ordinate all kinds of re-
search which are being conducted in dif-

¢| ferent parts of the country and on differ=
ent lines. }

set the standard for the kind of

| that is available in the countryside can
asily drag, -1t must be such that it is/|.

l. used."”
| Dr Prasad then tur

pner. He said: * We

soil-chemisiry and the
candgrow—are so
‘one anothar that it i3
rate one from the othei

whiqh has to be carried on B
ous instituies of which I beli
got several spread ¢1' over. ti

the results of agricultural -re
the farmer, Dr Prasad .asserted:

e

plough. "It must be such as the bullock

‘suitable for the particular soil where it

B oy
Dr ned to the problem
of using soil in th Sbie

of soil in this cou
almost anything 3
nothing on the soil and i
ing agriculturists that fi
sbeh and such crop oF
crop which is suitable

. |4he research worker, but the two are so

available to the ordinary farmers. Tha!|

kind of land, and thz @
also depends very larg
ability: of water foRSi
these things of agrictul

So all
ral engineering— |
kind of crop you |
¥ connected with |
iimpossible to sepa- |

ok

“So a Central [astilute like the one

Delhi has in the first

And more than that, it has to

 Diseussing the ways and m

‘some“ody also does the experimen |
a8 e g

e £ . _ b
| tation and proves ta His (farmeris), Satis-
| faction that the resuit is going to be pro-
lﬁtable, my own idea is thgt he ‘will
quickly adopt changes that may be sug-
|gested. .1 have found they have easily
| accepted new varieties of ecanme ‘wherc
they have found that new Wvarieties of
sugarcane are more profitable. They
have also adopted easily better variety
of wheat where it is of better quality
giving a petter yield and bringing in|
more money. They have also adopted.
though to a much smaller extent, better
quality of paddy.

“The problem before the Government
is how to carry the results of these re-
searches to t'.e agriculturist so as to satis-
fy him that tne improvement that is sug-
gested is really an improvement from
his point of view. That is, 1 think, more
a problem for the Government than for

inter-connected that we cannot separate
one from the other. I know a great deal
of research work i§ being done in this
Institute and in other institutes, but I
am not sure if the results have been pro-
pagated to the same extent to the agri-
«culturist or even if it has been done,
whether he has accepted and adopted
the results in daily agriculture.

“For that a different kind of approach
| is necessary amd that approach can be
through some sort of organization which
comes in close eontect with the agricul-
turist, . Very often there are many social
service organizations. There may be
agricultural associations for particular
purposes; there may be particular indi-
vidual workers who may by their ex-
ample actually show to the agriculturists
that. particiiar. new methods are really
profitable.” ‘1 ‘believe the Gbvernment
sani do mucn by having small farms in
sarticular ateas for particular purposes

‘an area where you have sugarcane, a
ane farm is required and it should
imilar is the ‘case of

can be wﬂqjo advantage, we
d have fa of those crops.”

e President awarded diplomas tfo
'.,post-mduate students of IL.AR.C,
| and prizes to winners of the various crop
competitions. \ R

e winners of the prize were : ‘Mr
| Jagdish Prasad of villa fowana for a
yield of 58 maunds 13 per acre of

wheat during the rab

J. C. Pani of district apur for
vield of 73-3/4 maunds of paddy per acre
ring 1949-50; attan  Prakash of
apur for a yield of 679 maunds 21 seers
7 chataks of potaloes per acre, .
The winners of  the Delhi gardens
potato ghneﬁkog, ere . L. Puns
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; SPEECH
by the Hon'ble Shri K.M. Munshi, Minister for Food and
Agriculture, Govt. of India, at the Governing Body
Meeting of the Indian Council of Acricultural Research
on 5th February 1951,
Gentlemen,

I have great pleasurec in wWelconing yoeu to this
meeting of thevGoverning Body of the I,C.A.R. as also
the first convocation of the f.A.R.I, Under its
revised constitution, the Council and its various
administrative bodies have been reinforced;
representatives of important spheres of work such as
Forestry and Fisheries and of allied organisaticns
like the Central Commodity Committees have been added,
The income of thevCouncil from the Agricultural Products
Cess has been steadily increasing and the currcnt
year's procceds arec estimated at Rs, 29 lakhs as against
the last five years' average of Re, glakhs. On the
whole, therefore, I have a feeling. that in so far as -
the machinery of.operation is concerned, We are now
fully equipped to deai effectively with our

responsibilities,

At a joint meeting of the Boards of Recscarch
and Extension held on January 6,%1951, it wes decided:
(a) to collect and tabulate information regarding
agricultural reéearchxwhich is being carrisd
on in the country and the money spent on thems
(b) to colleect and réprint unavailable rescdrch
papers on subjects of practical application; and
(c) to eonduct regicnal surveys of rescarch
institutions,
In connection with résoarch, I look forward tc the
I.A.ﬁ.I. ¥laying a ‘entral role undcr thc guidance of
its new Director, Dr, Pal. I congratulatc the students
of the I.A.R.I., who have taken their diplomas today.

ThC.o-o.cl'
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The post-graduate students trained at thc Instltuto
have in the past flllCd a variety of posts ranging
from Research Assistants to Head of an cxpceriment
station, With the inecrecased demand for trained
technical personnel in the country, prcvision was
made to admit and train a much larger number of

post -graduate students every year in the speceialised
coursa@ in research in the different divisions of the
Institute, A méjcrity of the students arc agricultural
officers deputed by the States for acdvanced training
in the various branches of agricultural science to
fit them up more efficiently in the research posts of
the respective States, In addition, the Indian

Council of Agricultural Research S-nctions a nunber

.of new research schemcs every year; thosce are worked

@ither at the Central Institutes or at the State

experiment stations or at the Universitics, Moreover,

’thc Commodity Research Institutes have inercasced in

number and they also require trained pcrsonncl, The
students trained at the Institute thus not only
supply a definite need for persons traincd up to a

high standard in the a2zricultural scicneccs, but also

-seryve as a link to unite the various agricultural

agencics concerned with agricultural rescarch and

development,

In the arduous task undertaken by thc country to
achieve self-sufficiency by March 1952, I.C...R. as a
body which coordinates agricultural rescarch and .
extension throughout the country, has an important
role to play. Immediately on my taking office, the
whole position was reviéwQG and the prograrme was so
modified so as to'securc intégrntion of production
effort and eﬁsure maximum results,

- GRT e R S
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E1RST an Intcgrated Pr“éuctien Programne
designcd to sceure not only sclf-sufficicney in
7foodgrainé.but alsﬁ relative sclf-sufficicney in
cotton and jutc was w;rkod out,

SECCND: in sancfioning schenas for asricultural
production, high priority was deecidcd to be given to
intonsive cultivntion schemes in selccted zones which
hold out the highest pronise, one of the conditions of
financial assistancc being that 60% of the increased
production in such intensive arcas would bc¢ surrendercd
to the procurcment authorities.,

THIRﬁ: in view of thc emcrgenecy character of
thé prcsent procduction programmc, it was deceided to
maintain claso_grntﬁct,thrfugh Regional: Procducticn
Commissiocncrs with the actual cxecution f the schenes
in the States so as.to be able to assess the prcogress.
made from timc to time and to render such help as
may be nccessary to the executiﬁe.nfficcrs with the
least possible delay,

I an giad to report that the programmc as thus
recoriented is ﬁakinﬂ good progress  and the schemes
~are being completed according to plan,

The additional production which should have
_pesulted from this programme in 155051 will, however,
not reflect in the total yield figurcs as these will
beiseriﬁusly reduced due to hatural calamitics and
adverse seasonal conditicns, Therc has becn a |
controversy in* the country whether the G.M.F, results
arefcorrect. .It will, however, scon be laid at rest,
‘The random sample surveys whiéh the I.C:4.8. has‘béén
conducting have in th¢ main confirmed the oye~esfimatos
of our achievement..of 17 lakh tons for 1950451, In
this conncetion, I cannot but congratulate the-Scetion

'Df.l.'.;...'.
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. of Aot cultural Sté@istiés of'tbe'I.C.;.R. for the
excellent work that thé& are.dﬁing. Dr. Sukhatme,
1%s hoad, has done splendid work and has acquired
~Well ncrited international reputaticn, The time, I
-fégl, has c¢ome when the section - misnaméd a scction,
but- in.roality a school - should be ‘eallod the School
of Agricultural Statistics}.so‘that aﬁ éppropriate
acadenic status may be accorded to tho professors and
the students ang closer contact with Universitiegiﬁay
be dstablished. Given a countfywide effort, I feel
that we will be able to fulfil the Integrated
Production Prograrme by growing additional 14 lakh
tons of food, 6 lakh bales of cotton and 18 lakh.
balcs ~f jute and substitute fibres by the cnd of the
target pefidd, ‘

Though our present self-ﬁufficioncy programme is
designed on an emergency basis, the development ofv
our roscufées is“a ceascless endegvaur and its tempo
is governed‘bnly by the mﬁrch of scicnce and the pace
of its utilizetion. We are yet a long way off fron

”mplete uflllzatlln of our land resources, We have
102 million’ acres of cultlvqble waste and currcnt
fallows the extent of which fluctuates between 48
nillion to éﬁrmilliﬂn acres and a2 considorable‘part'
of which may not necessarily be'lying_fallow for
rotational ro%smns. Several States have passed Land
Utilization Acts, but more’stenuous cfforts are needed
to enforce the laws in a thorﬁuﬂh nanner. A 11tt1e
effort has enabled the,Malwa Development Board set up
in July last, to help the States coneorned in taking
active steps to utiliéé,their fallow lands, We
cannot afford tec be dilé£5¥y or perfunctéry about
this, Prompt and, if nebessary, drastic steps under
the. eontrol éf the distriect officers should be takeﬁ

to..'"‘_‘.
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to bring these iands under cultivation for the next
Xharif season., He who. has the land but uses it not
1s gullty of creating fond shortage and 2s a éeriminal
he should be treated,. I Qould invite the Governing
Body-to give this point the higheét priority in their
.considcration,

The Board of Extension set up: by the I1:C.A«R, 18
expcctaed to translate rescarch in tcrms of practice
-in selceted ccntres, In this connection, I may
suggest for yocur considcration the setting up in
~each State an Extension Board corresponding to our
Central Extonsidn Board with the Minister and the
Director of Agriculture as-Chairman and Vice~Chairman

f e
and with experts and repr;sentqtivcs of growers and
intercsts who are prepared to set up small demcnstration
farms in different viilages,' The wholec country shculd
hc thus with iittlc.demgnstraticn farms and I an sure
that in many villages will be found enterprising
farmers willing and abie to'wcrk in close contact with
these centrcs who, in their turn, will serve to extend
better farming methods to thoir neighbolurs,

In this connéction, there are four incidental
‘mattors: First, thc ascertainment of the corrcct
factual;positicn_of the cultivable waste and fallow
land; secondly, tho éétérﬁination of erops which
‘ecould be.grown on suqh land; - thirdly, village fuel
forests to save cow dung; fbﬁrthly, the village
prize ccmpetition schere, The District Extension
Boards would stimulate c ﬁpetitiﬁn; a State Officer
‘devoted to this work shculd rréanisc 5

We must create an atmﬁéph,re in the country in
which the farmer who achicves the highest yield per
.acre is acceptcd. ns a heroe dcserving of honowat the

Hahd s s sy
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hands of the Nation and the Governwment; a warrior of
peace of greater merit than ‘the soldier or the
.poiitician, for, he alone will save the country in the
end, |
I do not minimise the gigantic nature of extension
work before the country, but 1t has to be done, in
spite of our limited means. For this, a coﬁntry-wide
machinery has to be organised. The departmenfs‘of the
States, in mcst cdses, are staffed with technically
qualified officers who reach down tc the district and
-the tchsil, sometimes even to a‘gr%up.of villagcs.
This framcwork has to be shaken out of itsléelf-
‘eonplacency and has to be converted info an'orgdnised
and militant band of "Missionaries of the Replonishod
Earth," .
‘ifin official "Land Lrmy", however, is not encugh.,
If I had my way, I would c¢ompel each agficultural
of ficer to run his own 1ittle demonstration farm én
the sﬁccoss of which to judge his efficieﬁéy. We
must also find a place for the oxistiﬁg'non-official
organisations like the Firka Develbpmeﬁt Boards and
the -Sarvodaya Associations, : e
‘Ultimately, however, it is the enterprising
farmer who is the pivot of'pfompt and effcctive.
&gricultural‘reform. An auxiliary "Land Lrmy" of‘
enterprising farmers who would agree to maintain
continuous contact with the extension agencics, follow
up the adviéo giﬁen and assist in thé'extension work
undortaken, will have to be built up. The young men
in thé villages could be enrolled as hohdrary ﬁofkers -
'Land Guards' let us say - and they could be'feqﬁifed
to give a certain number of hours of werk every week
and be enrolled for service eithcr in the village or

in..o---..-
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.in their tehsil or district or Stato, Training camps

of onc¢ to threc months duration could be rganised
whero‘solectod courseé of training could be given to
then which they cfuld put into-practice when they go
back to fhé village, These 'Land Guards', if accorded
due prcsfige, ﬁould form the major mctive force of
our movement for ragricultural improvement at the
village level, We would thus be provicding our 'Land
Lrmy' with a new auxiliary force to support it,

I come to another important branch of extension =~
approach to the people, I know of agricultural

publicity in other lands; and I confess ours is

- woefully ineffective, Our magazines, in form, are

unattrative, Our "Indian Farming", our popular

magazine, has scdarcely any popular appeals .some of the

»Commodity Qommittees have speeialised journals only

for a fow interested persons and their work remains
un-appreciated., The problem bdsically has .four
aspectss
| (a) Production,

(b) Popular interest,

(c) Extension, and

(d) Research.
Production is the responsibility of the tiller of the
scll, mostly illiteréte; he is the person to be
contacted and is not directly accessible to published
literature, Even if he were, a written messapge to
him has no meaning., He wants better seeds, better
inplements, better‘aniﬁalg.fcrtiliser, fuel to save
cow dgng andIWater. He can only be reached by example
aﬂd practical instruction. 4 village to village

extension service is, in the state of our present

finances, impossible, 3But prize competition schemes

~and small Demonstration Farms inaugurated on as wide

a scale as possible will help,
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Extension work to be effective must also create
an inte}est in the public mind. The public must feel
the, urge for production, séving ancd conservation of .
food for enccuraging intensive effort at agricultural
rcforms for restcrihg the o sonca i status ta « to
use a Gujarati phrase - that of the 'father of the
world's for preventing waste éf focd and making‘the
most  of what is a;ailable. It must understand the
need for scientific methods in agriculturé aﬁd étimulate
the collective will to take to better farming,

This requires an overall effort to provide a-
machinery to explore, instruct and provide interest
in the great work of extension. The main objective
of the medium, whethcr it is newspaper, journal, a
cinema, must be first and last, to creatc intercst in
1mprovcd farming.

This can best be donc if we con have populaf
journals supported by all States, Commocdity Committees
and interests in English and various Indian languages
which would reach all extension workers and ccducated
farmers at a nominal cost.

| Research students must have Rescarch Joufnals
of the highest order. But between them 5115 ﬁho'
I.C.L.R. must createc a harmony and a dynamic spirit.,

There 1is yet another matter tO"whiéh I nust. draw
your attention, the damage caused by insccts, pests,
diseases, weeds, morkey. ~nd other wild aﬁimals. It
is assessed at one-fifth of our production = about
9 ﬁiliion tons; during epldemics the loss 1s greater,
Research for the eradication of these destructive
pests and popular education‘to stimulate an incentive
to eradicate them are.very essential, The Plant
P otoctinn Section of ‘the Ministry of Agriculturg has,
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as you know, done effective work in fighting the recent
locust menace. If we just spend the energy which we
exhaust on clamouring for imported foodgrains on
destroying pésts, we would peed no imports, This is
where a land army of non-officials can secure casy
conquest,

The Gowshala Board, the Board of Forestry, the
Vana Preml Sangh and the Women's Supplementary Food
Council, are powerful agencies for supplementing
agricultural cxtcnsion, The 'Vana Mahotsava', as you
know, reached even distant hamlets, and led to the
planting of 3 crores of trees within a fow weeks,
Within a few months, the Women's Council has evoked
the cnthusiasm of several hundreds of women all over
the country; branches have bcen formed in scvcral
Statcs; other States arc following suit; and
supplementary food caﬁotarias and exhibitions held
so far have been very successful, !

I would, thereforc, request the Governing Body
to frame a schcme for extension work and give to
L4CelioBe 1ts legitimétc place as the national
organisation of agricﬁltural nesearch and cxtension,

Let us, therefore, attempt by efforts to 1ift
our agricultural advance into a resgecnerative
movenent so that'ﬁlenty may return to the.Motherland.

"I have done. Thank~you,



