
INTENSIVEEFFORT “AT,
AGRICULTURAL REFORM

“MUNSHI SUGGESTS FRAMING OF |

EXTENSION WORK PLAN
Mr K. M. Munshi yesterday called for the formation of an auxi-
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‘ary “land army” of enterprising farmers,
for extension of India’s!

‘agricultural production.

'
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“The Bosrd of Extension set up by

LCLA.R. is expected to translate resvarch
din terms of practice im selected centres.,
In this connection, I may suggest for
‘your consideration the setting up
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Institute in Delhi,.the Food Mirister|
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he actual execution of the schemes in!’ would stimulate. .camipezition: a S'ate
the States. so as to be able to assess the

|,progress made from time to time, and to
render such help as may be necessary to
the executive officers with the least pos-
sible delay.
“The programme as thus revrientated

is making good progress and the schemes
are being conpleted according to plan.
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achieves the chignest yield per acre is
eceepted as a hero deserving of honour
at the hands of the nation and the Gov-

i
|

‘ chowtee nite honas Production is we | ernment; a wurrior of peace of greater

‘eramme in 1950-51 will, however. not p merit
than the soldier or the politician.

1 do not minimize the gigantic na-
ture of exiension work before the coun-
iry, “but it has to be done, in spite of!
our limited means. For this, a country-
wide machinery has to be organized.

reflect in ihe total yicld figures as these
will be seriously reduced due to natural|
calamities and adverse seasonal condi-
tions. There has been a controversy in
the country whether the grow-more- ‘ :
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PC.AR, FINANCES
“The income of LCA.R. from

the |
.

agricultural products cess has been Lewes .

steadily increasing anc the current .
years proceeds are estimated at Rs 29| 6-2 SS
takhs as against the last ive years’ aver. |

or Rs 19 lakhs,
“Tr was decided in January:

ta’ To collect and tabulate inrorma-
tion regarding agricultural research
which ia being carried on in the coun-|
try and the money spent on them; ,

(b) To collect and reprint unavai- |?

lable research papers on subjects ot
practical application: and

(ec) To conduct regional surveys of:
research institutions. j
“In connection with research, |

Look |

forward to the I.C.A.R. playing a cen-!
tral role under the guidance of its new |
Director, Dr Pal I congratulate the;
‘students of I.A.R.J.. who have taken
their diplomas. today. The post--gradu-|}
vate students ttained at the Institute have

tie past filled a variety of posts
dranging from research assistants to the
‘head of an experiment station.

“Another branch of extension by ap-
preach to the people basically has four
‘aspects: production, popular interest exe
tension and research. Production is the

litv of the tiller of the soil.i
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food for encouragi..g intensive ifort atj
‘apricultural reform: tor preventing

aste of food and making the most of

gvnat is available.
“This can best be done it We have

popular journals supported by all States
commodity cammittees and interests in

xtension workers
and educated farmers at a romina! cost.
“There is yet another matter to which

I must draw your attention, the damage
| caused by insects. pests, diseases. weeds,
4d monkeys. and other wild animals. [t is
assessed at one-jiftth of our production
about nine nillion tons; during epidemic
the loss is greater. Research for the era-
dication of these destructive pests and |

popular education to stimulate an in-
centive to eradicate them are very cssen-
tial. If wé just spend the energy which
i
we exhaust on clamourufg for impor ted |

‘food grains on destroying pests, we would |
‘need no imports. This is wherea lan
‘army of non- officials can secu€e .4

| conquest. ¥ ,
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extension.”
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Dr Rajendra Prasad awards diplomas to post-graduate students of the
Indian Agricultural Research Institute at the Council of State Chamber, + wig animals.
New Delhi on Monday. Sir Datar Singh and Mr N. C. Pal (Director of the

Institute), are also seen.—Statesman.

“LAND ARMY” TO INCREASE
PRODUCTION .

MR. MUNSHI’ ADDRESS AT
DELHI CONFERENCE

Mr Munshi, the Food and Agriculture Minister,
called for the formation of an auxiliary “land army” of enterprising
farmers to extend India’s agricultural prdéduction.
Addressing jointly the

body meet.ng of the Indian
ot Agricultural Research and the
Convocation of the Indian Agri-
cultural Institute in Delhi he said,
given a countrywide effort, the inte-
arated production programme could
de fulfilled by growing an additional!
1,400,900 tons of food, 600,000 bales
of cotton and 1,800,000 bales of jute
and substitute fibres by the end of
March 1952.
The random sample surveys con-

ducted by the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research, he said, had
confirmed the (eye estimates of
increased production of 1,700,000 tons
in 1950-51 as result of the grow
more food carspaign.
“We must create an almosphere in

the country in which the furmer who
achieves ine highest yield per acre ts
accepted as a hero deserving of honour
wt the hands of the nation and the Gov-
cinment: a warrior of peace of greater
merit than ‘he poldier or the politician”
Mr Munshi _

said.
Pleading for more strenuous efforts in

the direction of utilization of land re-
sources, he said: “We are yet a long
way off from complete utilization of
our Jand ‘resources We have 102m
acres of cnltivable waste and current

governing
Council EXTENSION BOARDS ‘

Mr Munshi suggested the setting up
in each State of an extension board simi-
lar to the extension board of the Indian
Council of Agricultural Research to
translaie research in terms of practice
in selected +peas These boards might
comprise the Minister and tne Director
of Agriculture and experts and repre-
sentatives ot growers and interests who
were prepaired to set up small demon-
stration ‘arms in different villages.
For extension work, he said, an offi

cial “land army” was net enough.
UlMimately it was the enterprising
farmer who wes the pivot cf prompt
and effective agricultural reform. An
euxihary “Jand army” of enterprising
farmers who -would agree to maintain
continuous contact with extension
agencies “low up the d@yice given and
assist 1n the extension work undertaken,
would nave to be built up; yvoung men
in the -villages could be enrolled as
honorary workers—"“land guards’—and
they could be required to give a certain
number of tours of work every week
znd be enrolled for service either in
the village or in their tehsil or district
or State. Training camps of one to
‘three months’ duration could be organiz-

fallows the extent of which fluctuates.between 48m and 65m acres and a con-
siderable oart.of which may not neces-
sarily ve ‘ying fallow for rotational
1easons Several States have passedLand Uttlization, Acts, but -more
-iyenuous cfforts are needed to enforce
the laws in a thorough manner
“He who has the land but uses it not

is guilty of cresting a food shortage and
should be tre s acriminal”.
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“Extension work to be etfective must

also create an interest in the public
mind. This can best be done if we can
have poou'tar journals supported by all
States, commodity comraittees and
interests in English and various Indian
languages which would resck all ex-
tension workers and educated farmers
at_a nomi ial art
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fhe dafhage catised by insects, pests.
diseases. weeds, monkeys and other

Mr Munshi said,
wasassessed ut one-fifth of the countrys

- production—about 9m tons Research
to eradizate these pests and popular
education to stimulate an incentive te
eradicate them were very essential “If

we spend the energy hich weceeon clamouving for imported fo Prainte
on destroying pests. we would need no

ae Mun shi urged the Governing Body
to frame a scheme for extension wor
and give to ICAR its legitimate place
as the national organization of agricul-
tural research and extens'on The in-

- come of the Council from the agricul- ,

‘tural products cess had been steadily
increasing. he said. and the current
years proceeds were estimatca at Rs 29
lakhs as against the last five vears
average of Rs 19 lakhs.

' DR PRASAD'S SPEECH
Inaugurating the session, Dr Rajendra

Prasad said. India’s dependence on other
|

countries for food was a challenge to
the scientists and agriculturists of the

—

country Agricultural institutes In
|

India had therefore to evolve methods
which would eliminate the country’s
dependence on foreign imports of food
as soon as possible '

He added: “If we want to improve the

instruments the agriculturist uses, it
would be helpful if they could be made

\available to him The improved plough,
however, must not be such as the bullock
available to him cannot drag. It must

|
also be suitable for the soil in which he !

works. All these limitations have to be
ij] borne in mind. The problem before the
{ Government is how to satisfy the agri-
‘| culturists that the improvements are

really for his benefit from his point ofview.
| This should be done through an

Organization which remains in close
‘| contact with the apgriculturists. The i

Government can do this by havi
farms in particular areas for D
purposes".
The President awarded dip!

post-graduate students of the
‘| Agricultural Research Institut
Prizes to winners of the variou
competitions.
The winners of the prize we

Jagdish Prasad of the vill
Mowana for a vield of 58 mau
seers per acre of wheat duringcropof 1950; Mr J C. Pani of Mdistrict for a yield of 73% ma
paddy per acre during 1949-Rattan Prakash of Hapur for a
879 maunds 21 seers 7 chattaks
toes per acre.
The winners of the Delhi

potato competition were Mr K.
yibi Lady Parry and Mr McKe

ig small
ticular

mas to
Indian

e and
5 erop

re’ Mr
age of
nds 13
the rabi
idnapur
inds of
10; Mr
yield of
of pota-

gardens4 Pan-
thina.—



|,

Rajersira Prasad addressing the convocation of the Indian
|

Agricultural Research Institute held in New Dcihi yesterday. On
Jeft is Mr K. M. Munshi, Food Minister.

Fceod Imports Challenge To
Research Workers =~

SAI TO APPLYDR PRASAD’S PLEA
SCIENCE TO RAISE OUTPUT

In a joint address yesterday in Delhi to the Governing Body of
;(the Intian Council of Agricultural Research and the Convocation |

of the Indian Agricultural Research Institute, Dr Raiendra Prasad
|

said India’s dependence on other countries for food was a challenge|
|

to the scientists and agriculturists of the country. Agricultural insti-
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tation and proves ta his (farmer's) Satis-
| faction that the result is going to be pro-
| Gtable, my own idea is thqt he will
j

quickly
adopt

changes that nay be sug-
gested, have found they have easily
eee tod new varieties of cane where
,they have found that new varieties of
; sugarcane are more profitable. They
have also adopted easily better variety

j
of wheat where it is of better quality

instance ‘o co-ordinate ail kinds of re-
search which are being conducted in dif-,
fere

ent pirts of the eountry and on differ-|i
4 + shit ana .

vet it fais ty
ft tac iid of iesesuie i

which has to be carried on by tie wari-|{ous institules of which I believe we have |
\ got several spread el over the country.”

,

Discussing the ways and means to take
|

the (results af agricultural research tej
iy the farmer, Dr Prasad asserted:

somevody also” does theexperimen|

;
yield of 58 maunds 13 seers per acre of
wheat during the rabi crop of 1950; Mr
iJ. Cc. Pani of district Midnapur for a

s33 4D
bs of pad vy ver.
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.|Hapur for a veld of 679 ~aunds 31see
7 chataks of potatoes pcr acre.
The winners of the Delhi gardens

potato comnetition were Mr K LL. Pun-
‘jabi, Lady Parry and Mr Mckeghina,

om
y

=|
|



SPEECH
‘by the Hon'ble Shri K.M, Munsi, Minister for Food and
Agriculture, Govt. of India, at the Governins BodyMeeting of the Indian Couecil of Avricultural Researchon 5th February 1951,

en ee

Gentlemen,
I heve great pleasure in welcoming you to this

meeting of the Governing Body of the I.C.4.R. as also
the first convocation of the I.A.R.1, Under its
revised constitution, the Council and its various
administrative bodies have been reinforced:
representatives of important spheres of work such as

Forestry and Fisheries and of allied organisations
like the Central Commodity Committces have been adced,
The income of the Council from the Agricultural Products
Cess has been steadily increasing and the current
year's proceeds are estimated at Rs. 29 lakhs as against
the last five years! average of is, ff inkhs. On the

whole, therefore, I have a feeling thet in so far as

the machinery of-operaticon is concernad, wo are now

fully equipped to deal effectively with our

responsibilities,

At a joint meeting of the Boards of Research
and Extension held on January 6,195, it wes decided:

(a) to collect and tabulate information recerding
agricultural research which is boing carried
on in the country and the money spent on them;

(b) to collect and reprint unaveilable research
papers on subjects of practicnl application; and

(c) to conduct regicnal surveys of resoarch

institutions,
In connection with resoarch, I look forward to the
TeAsRela iaying a ‘central role under the Suidance of
its new Director, Dr. Pal. I congratuletsc the students
of tho I.A.R.I., who heve taken their diplones today,

The,.



The postegraduate students trained at the Institute
have in the pest filled a varicty of posts rencing
from Research Assistants to Head of ar cxpcriment
station, With the incressed demand for trained
technical personnel in the country, prevision was.
made to admit and train a much larger number of
post-graduate students every yerr in the specialised

in research in the different divisions of the
Institute, A majcrity of the stucents ars agricultural
officers deputed by the States for acvaineced treining
in the various branches of agricultural science to
fit them up more efficiently in the research posts of
the respective States, In adéition, thc Indian
Council of Agricultural Research senctions a nunber
of new reseerch schemes every years these worked
either at the Central Institnutes or at the State
experiment stations or at the Universitics, Morecver,
‘the Commodity Research Institutes have inerensed in
number and they also require trainec pcrsonnel. The
students trained at the Institute thus not only
supply a definite need for persons trnin:d up tc a

high stendard in the agricultural scicnecs, but also
serve aS a link to wiite the veriorus acricultural
agencics concerned with agricultural research and
development.

In the arduous task undertaken by thc country to
achieve self-sufficiency by Merch 1952, I.C.i.R. as a

body which coordinates agriculturn] research and
.

extension throughout the country, has an inpertant
role tc play. Imrediatcly on ny taking officc, the
whole position was revicwed anc. the programme was so

modified so as to secure integration of production
effort and cnsurs maximum results.

FIRST: .cccecees
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PTRSTs oan Intcgrotcd Production Pregramne

cesigned to secure not oly sclf-sufficicncy in
“foodgrains but also relxtive sclf-sufficioney in
ectton anc jutc wes workoc out,

SECND: in sanctionins sechonus for asricultural
procucticn, Nich pricrity was decided ty bs siven to
ntcnsive cultivrtion schemes in scleetcd gencs which
hold cut the hichcst rremisc, one of the conditions of

finencial assistance being that 60% of the ineressed

procuctivn in such intcnsive arons weulc be surrcendercd

to the preeurcnent authorities.
THIRD: in view of the omergcney charactor of

the present prvcuction programm, it was cccided to
maintein close entrct through uceionel Pr°cucticn
Commissicncrs with the actual cxecuti>mn >t the scherics

in the States so as te be eblce to assess the prosrcss
mace fren tine to time an@ te render such help as

may be nocesssry te the oxecutive offiecrs with tne

‘least possible celny.
Iam glee to report that theprograms -s thus

reoricnted is making good progressand the sehcnes

-are being conmicted acecrding to plan,
The accitional production which should have—

resultec from this programme in 1950-51 will, however,
not reflect in the total yicld figurcs as these will
be seriously reduced Cuc to nitural calanitics and

adverse sessonal ecnciticus, There has boon a

controversy in’ the eccuntry whether the G.M.F,. results
are correct, ‘It will, however, svon be laid at rest.
The random sample surveys which tne I.C.i.A6 hes ‘been

conducting have in the main confirmed the oyeecstimatcs
of cur achievement..of 17 Inkh tons for 1850-51, In

this conneetinn, I cannot but congratulate the-Scetirn
Of Sew

i
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Aericultural Statistics of the 1.0... for the
excollcnt work that they ere doing, Dr. Sukhatme,
its head, has done splendid work and has acquired
well mcrited internetional reputation. The tine, I
‘feel, has eome when the section - misnaned a section,
but in reality a school - shculé be enalled the School
of. Agricultural Statistics, so that an appropriate
acadenic status may be accenrded to the professors and
the students and closer contact with Universitics may
be established, Given a countrywide offort, I feel
that wc will be able to fulfil the Integrated
Pruducticon Programme by growing additionnl 14 lakh
tons of food, 6 lakh bales of cotton and 18 lakh
bales -f jute and substitute fibres by the ond of the
target perind,

|

Though our present sclf-sufficiency pregramme is
dasigned on an emergency basis, the development of
our roscurces is a coasclcss endeavour and its tempo
is governed only by the harch of seicnce anc the pace
of its utilization. We are yet a long way off from
complete utilization of our lend resources, We have
102 million neres of cultivable waste and current
fallows the extent ofwhich fluctuates betwecn 48
million to & million acres and a considerablepart
of which may not necessarily be lying fallow for
rotaticnal roasons. Several States have passed Land
Utilization Acts, but more stenuous cfforts are needed
to enforce the laws in a thorough manner. i little
effort has enabled the Malwa Development Board set up
in July last, to help the States concerned in taking
active steps to utilise their fallow lancs, We

cannot affordc to be dilatory or perfunctory abcut
this, Prompt and, if necessary, drastic steps under
the eentrol of the district officers shculd be taken

COs.



to bring these lands under cultivation for the next
kharif season. He who has the land but uses it not
is guilty of creating ford Shortese and ss a eriminal
he should be treatcd,. I would invite the Governing
Body:to give this point the highest priority in their
.considcration,.

The Board of Extension set up by the I.C.4,R, is
expected to translate rescarch in terms of practice
in sclccted ecntres. In this connecticn, I may

Suggest for your consideration the setting up in
-each Stete an Extension Board corresponding to our
Central Extension Board with the Minister end the
Director of Agriculture as Chairman and ViceeChairman
and with experts and repr-sentatives of erowers and

intcrests who are prepared to set up small ccmeonstration
farns in different villages. The wacsle country shculd
be thus with little dencnstraticn farms and I an sure

that in many villages will be found enterprising
farmers willing and eble te work in close eontact with
these centres who, in their turn, will serve to extend
better farming methoes to their neighbours.

In this conneetion, there are four incidental
matters: First, the ascerteinnent of the correct
factual positicn of the cultivable waste and fallow
lands secondly, the determination of er ops which
‘eould be.grown.on such lance; thirdly, villege fuel
forests to save cow dung; fourthly, the village
prize ccnpetition schonce, Che District Extonsion
Boards would stimulate cmpetiticns a State Officer
‘devoted to this work shculé cresnise ic,

We must ercate an atn-eph ore in the esuntry in
which the farmer who achieves the hishest yield per

is acceptcd.»s ahere ceservine of honourat the

hands
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hands cf the Naticn and the Government 5 a. warrior of
peace of greater merit than the. soldier or the

| politician, for, he alone will save the country in the
end,

|

I dc not minimise the gigantic nature of extension
work before the country, but it has to be done, in
spite of our limited means. For this, a country-wide
machinery has to be organised. The departments of the
Statcs, in mest cases, are staffed with technically
qualified officers who reach down te the district and

the ichsil, sometimes even to a grip of villages,
This frenmcwork has to be shaken out of its sclf-
‘eonplaccnecy and has to be converted into an orcanised
and. militant band of "Missionarics of the Replenished
Earth."

|

ohn official "Land army", however, is not encugh.
If Ihad my way, I would compel each agricultural
officer to rum his own little demonstration farn on

the sucecss of which to judge his efficioncy. We

must also find a place for the oxisting non-official
organisaticnslike the Firka Develounent Boards and

the Sarvodaya Associaticns.
|

|

‘Ultimately, however,it is the enterprising
farmcr who is the pivot of prompt and effective
agricultural reforn, fin auxiliary "Land Arny" of

enterprising farmers who would agree to maintain

continuous contact with the extension agencics, follow
up the advice given and assist in the extension work

undertaken, will have to be built up. The young men

in. thé villages could bo enrollca as honorary workers -

'Land Guards! let us say - and they could be required
to give a certain number of hours of wrk every week

and be enrolled for service eithcr in the village or

Nee
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their tehsil or district or State, Training camps
of onc to threc months duration coulé be organised
where sclected courses of training could be given to
them which they eculd put into-practice when they go
back to thé village, These 'Land Guards', if accorédod
due prestige, would form the major mctive force of
our movement for agricultural improvement at the

village level. We would thus be provicing our 'Land
firmy' with a new auxiliary force to support it.

I come to another important branch of extension «

approach to the people, I know of agricultural
publicity in other lanes; and I confess ours is

woefully ineffective, Our magazines, in form, are

unattrative, Our "Indian Farming", our popular
magazine, has scarcely any popular eppeals some of the
Commodity Comnittces have speeialised journals only
for a fow interested perscens and their werk remains
un-apprecinted. The problem basically has four
aspects:
|

(a) Production,(b) Popular interest,(c) Extension, and(d) Research.
Preduction is the responsibility of the tiller of the

scil, mcstly illiterate; he is the person to be

contacted and is not cirectly accessible to published
literature, Even if he were, a written message to
him has no meaning. He wants better seecs, better
implements, better animals, fertiliser, fuel to save

cow cung and water. He can only be reached by example
ane practical instruction. A village to village
extension service is, in the state of our present
finances, impossible, But prize competition schemes

-and small Demonstration Farms inaugurated on as wide
a sealeas possible will help.

Extension,
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Extension work to be effective must also create -
an interest in the public mind. The public must feel
the, urge for procuction, saving anc conservation of

|

food for enccuraging intensive effort at agricultural
reforms for restcring the farmer's status to = to
use a Gujarati phrase - that of the ‘father of the

world's: for preventing waste of ford ane. making the
most of what is available. It must understandthe
need for scientific methods in agriculture and stimulate
the collective will to take to better farming,

This requires an overall effort to provide
machinery to explcre, instruct and previde interest
in the great work of extension, The main objective
of the medium, whethsr it is newspaper, journal, a

cinoma, must be first and last, to create interest in

inprovec farming.
This can best be done if we enn have popular

journals supported by all States, Commodity Committees

and interests in English ane varius Indian languages
Which would reach all extension workers and educated

farmers at a nominal cost.
|

Research students must have Restarch Journals
of the highest order. But between them all, the
I.C.ieR. must create a harmony and a dynamic spirit,

There is yet another matter to which I must. draw

your attention, the damage enused by insects, pests,
diseases, weeds, morkey “rd other wild enimals. It

is assessed at one-fifth of our production - about

9 million tons; during epidemics the loss is greater,
Research for the eradicstion of those destructive

pests and popular education .to stimulate an incentive
to eradicate them are.very essential, The Plant

P otection Section of ‘the Ministry of hgriculture has,
ASaesvaves



as you know, done effective work in fighting the recent
locust menace. If we just spend the energy which we

exhaust on clamouring for imported focdgrains on

dastroying pests, we Weuld need no imports, This is
Where a lend army of nwn-officials can secure easy
conquest,

The Gowshala Board, the Board 2f Forestry, the
Vana Premi Sangh and the Women's Supplenentary Feod

Council, are powerful agcneies for supplementing
agricultural cxtcnsicn. The 'Vena Mahotsava't, as you

know, reached even distant hamlets, ane led to the

planting of 3 crores of trees within a few woeks,
Within a fow months, the Women's Council has evoked

the enthusiasm of several hundreds of women all over

the countrys; branches have been forned in scvcral
Statcs; othcr States are following suits; and

supplomentary food cafotarias and exhibitions held
so far have been very successful, °

I woulc, thereforc, request the Governing Body
to france a schcme for extension work anc give to
T.C...R. its legitimate place as the neaticnal

organisation of asricultural nesearch and extcnsion,
Let us, therefore, attempt by cfforts to lift

our asriculturnl advance ints a rerenerative
movenent so that plenty may return to the Motherland,

have done, Thank you,


