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Prof. Parvish Pandya

C-20 Kastur Mahal

Sion

Bombay - 400022, 6th Februvary, 1984,

My friend,

Thanks a million for the invitation to you brobher's marriage,
and in the same breath, sorry for this late reply. I hope
everything is fine on your side of the country.

Your letter was very excellent reading. Nandur-Madhmeshwar
mast have been exciting, We too are planning to have a snake
show in this city in March and a camp in November, £t a
sanctuary called Eturnagarem, in Andhra Pradesh. Work on

the former vproject has already begun. But the latier one
will need more plamning. And it will toke time. Our snake
show will be comducted by Srinath {from Madras)} and on the
following evening, we will show a couple of films for the
WiHF-1 memberses Vish me luck for this show., For it will be
the first biy one wé will be puitiing up in this city.

By the bye, when is the Newsleiter for the nature ¢lubs com—
ing out? I know that we have a mew publications officer im
the place of Elizabeth Tailor.

Birdwatching is super, Gur club has recently wought out

a small 'tick—list' of the commoner birds of the liyderabad
region. We have listed about 178 species., 1I'll sghow it to
you when we meet next. It has become guite pepular with the
local hirders. We have arran ed the birds in family order
hoping that our members should be able to put a bird im its
family, at least. We are selling them for s 5/= per set of
10 cards. (No hint meantl)

I was able to see a copy of the Reptiles book by Daniel, and
frankly was & little disappointed. 1 had expected so much
more} The plates of ihe snakes are excellent, no doubt -
but the total nuwber of snakes he has covered is wvery smanll,
Put i guess it will be another milestone in ihe matural
history of the sub-contiment puwvlishing field. And to say
the least, we needed it quite badly.

There still are & subjects which have nol been comered Ly

e




6th February, 1984,

boocks which the BNHS has boought out. One is
8, since they are the
st visible - and the other, i feel, is the will flowers
of our countryside. I would love to own and would cherish
books covering these subjects, for India. But i guess there
is no end t¢ this wilful thinking. Those who are interested
in fish, will want a field guide om that subject, and so on,
Perhlkps the emcyclopedia of matural history of the sub-contin-
ent will fill up a major part of this void.

Hyderabad Ia come guile warm already. The Silk Cotton
s in fiover & zed i say vhat a sight it is 2 But

waiting for the emnd this month, when the ame of

forest will be set afire by the hand of the RSONS .

a deer park mearby, and there are so wany of these trees
it that from the watch tower, tarcngh the s 2 :

airy tte flowers look like a fire., And when

the parky the paths are limed with the wa
ey

the lingering twilight is be

fut the avian worldd is all agog, for ihe nesting seasen
many residents, wili begin, very B A the migrants
are itching to go.

How is it in Bombay %

Neri o T Ma,@bﬂuf
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Mr Parvish Pandya

C/20 Kastur Mahal

Sion

Bombay — 400 022. 18th March, 1984,

My Dear Parki¥sh,

Your warning about Mr Srineth was not necessary here, for the
whole progremme worked like a clock. But until three days
= the programme began, we were worried stiff because our
moan in Bangalore had not sent o confirmation letter or cable,
and we didn't quite know whether the ball was on. Our quan-
dary was whether to publicise the show or not. But we went
ahead with our part of the plan and arranged for an audience
of 200 (of which about 100 turmed up on either dey). But
like his counterpart in her majesty's hkingdom, ¥WF Indin's
agent in Bangalore arrived at her service in the hour of
need! The demonstration lecture went off quite well, and the
WWF got a good deal of publicity in the local media and on
Urdu daily also reported the wholet thing., Three films

were shown — Jezebel, The Incredible Flight of the Snow
Geese and The Ivory Poachers. Personally, the second one

wos the best. Have you seen it?

How was Nandur-lalllimeshwar ? And have you been to any of
those places which you were to visit after writing my letter?
Please tell me about them., Don't just gay that I went to

so and so place. At least let me participate in your
wanlerings, through the mail. I have not been to anyvhere

out of this blessed city. Only the regular birdwatching

goes on., Just row I am working on the newsletter of the
Birdwatchers Society of A P ~ MAYURA.

Hyderabad is becoming guite hot already. The mercury is
touching 36 degrees C! How is Bombay ? How are Sunil and
Shakhi? Give them my regerds. And I have not heard about
Nosherwan for a long time,

Nothing more to write just now. I promise a rmch better
letter next time.

/\) AR ovu,éf/ /‘\:7 a4 /,) o
i
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Mr Parvisk Pandya

C-~-20 Eastor Mahal

Sion

Bombay-400022 » 27th August, 1984,

Helloy, my friend, hello}

At long last, i have persuaded myself to write this evening. 1
had never thought that i would become lazy and not write to my
friends, But life has been rumning at a pace with which i have
been trying to keep up with. 1 hate such a pace. 1 like to work
at my own pace. It is more emjoyable and also more satisfring.
I em trying to give as much of my time as 1 tan, to field-work.,
Ne, mey me, Nothing high-brow or even high~sounding -~ as that
word derotes. Just sauntering through the widdlerness around
this ecity, sbsorbing existence es best i can. Being confused,
confounded, cajoled hy the mysteries of mature -~ Wt enjoying
myself all slong. Perhaps 1 irdelge myself a bit tco much., 1
must give a little of my time to my friende tool So. here i am,

Musscorie was one good birdwatching trip. I got myseif three
dozen new hirds, & let of good, strong leg-work and tremendous
valleys-~full of pine scented, mist moistened, hilly air, And
also a ravenous appetite., I went to Suwakholi ome day - it was

e big let down. The hills are absolutoly denuded, barren and
dusty. The val1ey in which snuggles the forest depnrtment guest
house is greemn, with handsome, strapping deodhars and screaming —
with yellow tail-streamered wakes - slatyheaded papekeets., I
went down helf wiy and then it begar to roin, big cold drops of
water, DNy family was weiting at Suwakholi and knowing they'd

get worried, i returned immediately. But once, when returping
from Kempti Falls, a Kaleej Pheasant honoured me hy crossing in '
front of the car. Two people had to hold me from going through
the top. The nadir of the trip was/not a single one of those
bearded gentlemen who inhabit such 11y tracts and g&ther wisdom
through travels over vast terraim on invisible airy carpets. Not
one Lammergeier. I strained at every scavenger vulture that

flew near till my eyes popped, but that goatee eluded me like

the Dalai lema. If i were to choose @ bird of Mussoorie, the'
VWhistling thrush would win hands down = eor rather, wings down. .
Perhaps these birds are common in many hill stations, but i was |
truly enraptured by them here. Their song woke me in the morms
and entertained me throughout the days Through the white mist,
it would come pourimg rich, melody-weighted notes, pregnant with

e o




27/8/1984.

mystery. Oh vwhat music from the tangle of undergrowth beside
the gurgle of rills, it would peur into my senses, Parvish,
what mountain essence, i cannot descrihel

But there were so many other birds which were perhaps neither

so attractive noe such accopplished songsters -~ atleast one

(the graywinged blackbird) was a hundred tives better -~ but whikh
added a charm to the avifauna and atmosphere of this station

and made every moment of my time there worthwhile. The monsoon
too was early this year, and i recall with a pang of delight a
walk which i took one morning; along the Suwakholi road, for abwmt
12 kme, from the city, and it begen to rain midway. I had an
ombrella with me, forbunately, for i did not want to sit through
a cold at home, and did I enjoy that walkl You will not believe
this, bat what i pined for all along thet wolk, what i actually
ached for was human compapionship. I wanted someone, be it a

boy or girl or an old woman or man, Someone vhome i could talk
to or plain enjoy and sxperience the force of our earth. All
those i came scrosa were the locals, driving ponies %o the town,
laded with milk pets. I possibly could not talk to them - for
they would not understond my mind. Any how i chattcd to myself
and heard the reply of birdsong and my own shoes sloshing through
puddies of mountain water/, Back in town, i had a cup of soul
stirring black tea, and revived numbed toes. The chaiwnla gave
me & peculier look when he returned to colleet the utemsils and
saw the untouched pot of milkl Baeck in delhi, it took us some
time to get used to the heat, as it must to anjone, And then

to hyderabad. : ‘

Here i have continued to try and write for the papere - the
last published piece is being enclosed, and has mosi of the
matter from Dr Salim Ali's Book of Indian Birds. Tell me how
it is anyway. Rest is ok. Give my regards to mutual friends
and wish them luck, '

Hope to hear from you soom.,

THE
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Mrs. & Mr. Aarheas Pittic
Seaset-Minivets-(Rererocotus-tHammerts)
Reproduced by courtesy of the artist,
J. P. lrani.

Exclusively arboreal, five sub-species of
Scarlet Minivets are residents of well-wooded
country and evergreen forests upto about
2000 m throughout the sub-continent. These
vividly coloured birds make an entrancing
sight as they flit through the tree-tops, the
patches of red, yellow and black flashing
against the foliage, uttering an attractive
whistling note. The black and scarlet plumage
of the adult male is replaced by grey and
yellow respectively in the female and
immature male.

The sale proceeds of this card will finance
conservation and nature education projects.
Designed and produced by

World Wildlife Fund-India

Post Box 6042, Bombay 400 012.
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BHAVAN’S NATURE CLUB
Cordially invites you to a Wildlife Festival

AL DO E e D
( Sponsored by WORLD WILDLIFE FUND-INDIA )

to be held on 6th, 7th & 8th Feb. 1986
in the Bhavan’s College Premises, ( Andheri West) - 400 058.

Programme :

(i) Nature Exhibition : 9 a.m. to 3 p. m.
(ii) Audio - Visual “Joy of Nature” : 9a.m. to 3p.m.

(i) Inter - collegiate Wildlife Quiz Competition :
6th Feb. 1986 4 p. m. onwards.

(lv) Inter - collegiate * What's the Natural Word ?” Competition :

7th Feb. 1986 - 4 p. m. onwards
(v) Inter - collegiate Wildlife Painting Competition :

8th Feb. 1986 -10a. m. to 2 p. m.
(vi) Prize Distribution : 8th Feb. 1986 - 4p.m.

Prin. G. Z. Shah. President Dr. K. A. Patel. Chairman
Prof. . A. Bhat. Advisor Prof. Parvish Pandya. Co-ordinator




