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Prof. Parvish Pandya
C-20 Kastur Nehal
Sion
Bombay -400022, 6th February, 1984.

My friend,
Thanks a million for the invitation to you brobher''s marriage,
and in the same breath, sorry for this late reply. I hope
everything is fine on your side of the country.

Your letter was very excellent reading. Nandur-~Madhmeshwar
must have been exciting. We too are planning to have a snake
show in this city in March and a camp in Nevember, &t a
sanctuary called Eturnagaratiy in Andhra Pradesh. Work on
the former project has already begun. Bat the latter one
will nee more planning. Ani it wili take time. Our snake
show will ve conducted by Srinath (from Madras) and on the
following evening, we will show a couple of films for the
WWF-I members. 'ish me luck for this show. for it will be
the first die one we will ue up in this city.
By the bye, when is the Newsletter for the nature clubs com
ing out? [ know that we have a new publications officer in
the place of Hlizabeth Tailor.

bin

Birdwatching is super. Gur club has recently brought out
a small 'tick-list' of tne commoner birds of the
region. We have listed about i78 species. I'i! show it to
you when we meet next. It has become quite pepular with the
local birders. se have the birds in family order
hoping that our wembers should be able te put « bird in its
fanily, uc least. te are selling them for fy G/- per set of
10 cards. (No hint meant!)

dere bad

I was able to see a copy of the Reptiles book by Daniel, and
frankly was a little disuprointed. 1 had expected so much
mores The plates of the snakes are excellent, no doubt -
but the total nuwher of snakes he has covered is very small,
But i guess it will be another milestone in tne natural
history of the sub-continent puvlishing rieii. Andi to say
the least, we needed it quite baaiy.

There still are 2 subjects which have not been comered by

*



6th February, 1984,

the popular bocks which the BNIS has boought out. One is
the insects - especially the latterflies, since they are the
nost visible - and the other, 1 feel, is the wil) flowers
of our countrysice. I would love to own and would cherish
hooks covering these subjects, for in Bet i guess thereis no end ti this wilful thinking. These vho are interested
in fish, will want a fieli guide on that subject, anid so on.
Perhkps the encyclopedia of natural history of the sub-contin-
ent will fill up a major part of this void.

Hyderabad ias become quite warm The Silk Cottonis in fiover neel i say what a sight it is ? Bot i am
waiting for the end of this month, when the flame of the
forest will te set afire by the hand of the seasons. We have
a deer park nearby, ai there are so many of these trees init that from watch tower, tar one £

eir, t e tiowers look like a fire. Ani when we walk throughthe park, the pavks are lined with these walls oi fiame
which rrodjuce Gise belt of inte, joy in every Tue
red dusk is gradually felling away ss summer approaches, and
the lingering twilight is bein reduced to e formality.tut the avian world is ali agoy, for tne nesting season of
many resilents, wili sin 3 very seon. Ant the migranis
are itching to go.

How is it in Bombay 4
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Mr Parvish Pandya
C/20 Kastur Mehal
Sion
Bombay-400 022. 18th March, 1984,

My Dear Park¥sh,

Your warning about Mr Srineth was not necessery here, for the
wnole programme worked like a clock. But until three days

man in Bangelere hal not sent a confirmation letter or cable,
anil we didn't quite know whether the ball was on. Our quan--
dary vas whether to publicise the show or not. But we went
ahead with our part of the plan ani arranged for an audience
of 200 (of which about 190 turned up on either dey). But
like his counterpart in her majesty's kingdom, WWF India's
agent in Bangalore arrived at her service in the hour of
needi The demonstration lecture went off quite well, and the
WWF got a good deal of publicity in the local media and an
Urdu daily also reported the whole thing. Three films
were shown - Jezebel, The Incredible Flight of the Snow
Geese and The Ivory Foachers. Personally, the second one
was the best. Have you seen it?-

the programme begun, we were worried stiff because our

How was Nandur-Mallineshwar ? And have you been to any of
those places which you were to visit after writing my letter?
Please tell me about them, Pon't just gay that I went to
so anlso place. At least let me participate in your
wan lerings,through the mall. I have not been to anyvhere
out of this blessed city. Only the regular birdwatching
goes on. Just row I am working on the newsletter of the
Birdwatchers Society of A P ~ MAYURA.

Nylerabel is becoming 'ot already. The mercury is
touching 56 deggees Ci How is Bombay 7 How are Sunil and
ShaBhi? Give them my regards. And I have not heard about
Nosherwan for a long time.

Nothing mere to write just now. I promise a :mch better
letter next time.

a
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Mr Parvish Panlya

Sion
Bombay-4000022 ~ e BIth August, 1984.

Kaster Mahal

Hello, my friend, hellat

At long last, i have persuaded myself to write this evening. I
had never thought that i would become lazy and not. write to myfriends. But life has heen running at a pace with which i have
been trying to keep up with. I hate such a pace. I like to work
at my own pace. It is more enjoyable and also more satisfying.i am trying to give as much of my time as I can, to field-work
Ney no, no. Nothing high-brow or even high-sounding as that
word denotes. Just sauntering through the wid@erness around

_this city, ehsorbing existence es best i can. Being confused,
confounded, cajcled by the mysteries of noture ~ drt enjoying
myself all elong. Perhaps i indrlge myself a bit ico much.
must give a little of 'ay time to ay friends toot, So, here i fle

Mussoorie was. one "good birdwatching trip. I gow myself three
dozen new birds, a let of good, strong leg-work and tremendous
valleys-full of pine scented, mist moistened, hilly air, And
also a ravenous appetite. went to Suwakholi one day ~ it was
a big let down. The hills are absolutely denuded, barren and
dusty. The valley in which snuggles the forest department guest
house is green, with handsome y atrapping deodhars and screaming
with yellow teil~streamered wakes ~ slatyheaded papokeets. I
went down half wey and then it began to roin, big colt drops of ©

water. ky family was witing at Suwakholi and knowing they'd
get worried, i returned imme liately. But once, when returning _
from Kempti Falls, a Kaleej Pheasant honovred me by crossing in
front of the car. Two people had to hold me from going throughhe top. The nadir of the trip was/not a single one of these
bearded gentlemen who inhabit such hilly tracts and gather wisdom
through traveis over vast terrain on invisible airy carpets. Not
one Lammergeier. T strained at every scavenger vulture that
flew near till my eyes popped, but that goatee eluded me like
the Dalai Lema. If 1 were to choose e bird of Mussoorie, thes. on)
Whistling thrush would win hands dow = er rather, wings down.
Perhaps these birds are common in many hill stations, but i was \

truly enraptured by them here. Their song woke me in the merns
and entertained me throughout the day. Through the white mist,it would come pouring rich, melody-weighted notes, pregnant with
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mystery. 0h whet music frem the tangle of undergrowth beside
the gurgle of rilis, it would peur into my senses, Parvish,
what mountain essence, i cannot descrihbetl

But there were so many other birds which were perhaps neither
no attractive nor such accopplished songsters - atleast one.
(the graywinged blackbird) was a hundred tives better - but whith
alded a charm to the avifauna and atmosphere of this station
and made every moment of my time there worthwhile, The monsoon
too was early this year, and i recall with a pang of delight a
walk which i took one morning, along the Suwakholi road, for abeut
12 kms. from the city, and it begen to rain midway. I had an

lia with me, fortunately, for i iid not want to sit through
a cold at home, and did I enjoy that walk! You will not believe
this, but what i pined for all along thet walk, wrat i actueily
ached fer was human companionship. I wanted. someone, be it a
poy or girl or an old «oman or man. Someone whome i could talk
to or plain enjoy and experience the force of our earth. All
those i came ccrossa were the locals, driving ponies to the town,
latent with milk pets. I possibly could not talk to them ~ for
they would not understand wy mind. Any how i chattel to myself

me a peculier leok when he returned to collect the utensils and
saw the untouched pot of milki Back in delhi, it took us some
time to get used te the heat, as it must to anyone. And then
to hyderabad.

umbre

dior coated
md heard t } reply of birdsong and my own shoes sloshing throughne

A puddies of mountein waterf, Back in town, i had a cup of soul
stirring black tea, a revived woese The chaiwale gave

Here i have continued to try and write' for the papers - the

. @last published piece is being enclosed, and has most of the
matter from Dr Salim Ali's Book of Inlian Birds. fel! me how
it is anyway. Rest is ok. Give my. regards te mutual friends
and wish them luck. © 5"

oo

Hope to hear from you soon,
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Qist dec. 1985,

Me Sear AMheesh

Wishing You

A Very Harry BiRTHDAY



Mrs. & Mr. Pittic

Reproduced by courtesy of the artist,
J.P. Irani.

Exclusively arboreal, five sub-species of
Scarlet Minivets are residents of well-wooded
country and evergreen forests upto about
2000 m throughout the sub-continent. These
vividly coloured birds make an entrancing
sight as they flit through the tree-tops, the
patches of red, yellow and black flashing
against the foliage, uttering an attractive
whistling note. The black and scarlet plumage
of the adult male is replaced by grey and
yellow respectively in the female and
immature male.

The sale proceeds of this card will finance
conservation and nature education projects.
Designed and produced by
World Wildlife Fund-India
Post Box 6042, Bombay 400 012.
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BHAVAN'S NATURE CLUB
Cordially invites you to a Wildlife Festival

NTATOFIST
( Sponsored by WORLD WILDLIFE FUND-INDIA )

to be held on 6th, 7th & 8th Feb. 1986
in the Bhavan's College Premises, (Andheri West) -400 058.

Programme :
(i) Nature Exhibition 9 a.m. to 3p.m.
(ii) Audio - Visual "Joy of Nature ae : 9a.m. to 3p m.

(iii) Inter - collegiate Wildlife Quiz Competition :
6th Feb. 1986 4 p.m. onwards.

(Iv) Inter - collegiate " What's the Natural Word?" Competition :
7th Feb. 1986 - 4p.m. onwards.

(vi) Prize Distribution : 8th Feb. 1986-4p. m.

8th Feb. 1986-10 a.m. to 2p.m.(v) Inter collegiate Wildlife Painting Competition

Prin. G. Z. Shah, President Dr. K. A. Patel, Chairman

Prof. W. A. Bhat, Advisor Prof. Parvish Pandya, Co-ordinator
Love,


