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Needless to say, the Pakistani politicians observed the rule only in
breach, perfectly secure in the knowledge that they would not be
caught or held accountable. Ironically, it ultimately required a morally
indefensible military coup to expose the shenanigans of the deposed
politicians. True to form, however, the same military establishment has
now shielded itself from investigation into its own acts of corruption.
The moral of the story .is that the old Actonian dictum — power
corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely — is particularly true
of our subcontinent. The urgent question for us to ponder is who will
guard us against the guardians of our state.

Spaghetti Western

As in our own SAARC, so too in the European Community,
economic ‘togetherness’ can often create problems of bruised national
pride and sore sensibilities. The late poet, Roger Woddis, put it suc-
cinctly when he said: “Gloria, gloria, Europhoria/ Common faith and
common goal/Meat and milk and wine and butter/ Make a smashing
casserole!/ Let the end of all our striving/ Be the peace that love pro-
motes/ With our hands in perfect friendship/ Firmly round each other’s
throats”. Some years ago, the British isles rose up in arms against their
European brethren for what they regarded as their unpalatable hyste-
ria against that most stolid of Anglican exports — the British beef. The
tabloids as much as the quality papers spewed reams upon reams of
unsavoury jingoism on the big brother in Brussels maligning a quintes-
sential British institution. The intensity of the anti-European emotions
ran 8o high that it was difficult to identify with that hoary myth of the
British being a nation of stiff upper lips. And now comes news of the
denunciation of the German press by Italy’s agriculture minister, Al-
fonso Scanio, because it describes Italian pasta and strawberries as
“health hazards”. Scanio has taken what he calls “the anti-Italian con-
spiracy” very seriously, and urged the Italian foreign ministry to make
an official complaint to its counterparts.in Berlin. In the normal course,
one would have thought pasta and strawberries are above politics, and
that there is no need to make a ‘spaghetti western’ out of them. Re-
spected German newspaperts like Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung had
quoted Vienna’s International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) for the
news that much of the durum wheat which Italy uses to make pasta
(flour-dough in cooked or processed form) is “treated with radioactivi-
ty’l. That was also true for other exported items like Italian strawber-
ries. Italians are hyper-sensitive when their national pride and major
exchange-earning cuisine such as pizzas and pastas are criticised. The
tabloids say the Germans have caught the English “food and mouth
disease”. It is recalled how Queen Elizabeth II caused a stir recently
when Buckingham Palace urged Italian chefs to discard use of garlic in
royal banquets during a state visit. Italians keep silent when
Frankfurters, Hamburgers and Berliners are patronised in McDonald’s
the world over. When the Germans say “Das ist verboten” for Italian
fruits and pasta, it is “manipulated information and an absurd attack”,
the Italians say about this Bach vs Verdi controversy.
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ture called Kabhi Ajnabi The, caus-
ing some irate cricket writers to
suggest that the film be rechris-
tened ‘Kabhi Cricketer The’. Sunil
Gavaskar had by then already done
a Marathi potboiler, sowing seeds
of confusion amongst those who
thought that the Padma Shri had
been for his batting.

WAt IRa] Kapoor was to Siemeee
complete with a wide range of
emotions, a capacity to arouse the
audience to the ultimate frenzy and
convert the whole happening in the
middle of the turf to a tragedy in
three acts. Wher Lever (of the
vaseline fame) bowled one angléd
across and brushing the batsman’s
pads, en route to the second slip

Dedl 4
epcated here.

And in the very current context,
if perhaps the outcome of the
match was sought to have been ‘in-
fluenced’, to put it mildly, can you
imagine — a batsman shaking his
head all the way to the dressing
room as if to say, how could I have
been so stupidly run out, and then
laughing all the way to the bank.

LETTERS
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Destiny’s Child?

The minister for education and
the ‘chairman of the UGC have
floated the idea of introducing a
course in ‘Vedic Astrology’ at the
University level. Their proposal has
led to heated debates on the sub-
ject. However is there any histori-
cal or rational basis for making a
proposal such as this?

First, it must be pointed out that
there is no mention of astrology in
the Vedas. There is no mention of
idol worship either. In fact, the post
Vedic or Puranic Mythological
gods like Rama and Krishna do not
find place in the Vedas. In their pur-
suit of the truth, the seers declared
that the universal energy was actu-
ally one but' was known by many
names — Ekamsat Viprah Bahud-
ha Vadanti. So what are the
main subjects dealt with in the
four Vedas?

‘The first and the oldest is the Rig
Veda. It contains - propitiatory
prayers for Gods such as Agni, In-
dra, Vayu, Varun, Marut, Usha,
Surya. The famous Gayatri Mantra
is also in the third chapter.

The second is the Yujurveda,
which deals mainly with the Yagna
performances and the rituals con-
nected with them. Among various
well known Yagnas, it mentions the
Ashvamedha Yagna — in which the
horse is sacrificed. Other animals
sacrificed during this ritual are also

described in detail. This proves that
Vedic Aryans were not only meat
eaters but were also beef-eaters. A
more detailed description is given
in the Shatapath Brahmana.

. The third Veda is the Samaved.
This deals mainly with the method-
ology of singing various stanzis
and poems of the Vedas, the meter,
the notations and pronunciation of
the poems and so on. The Samaved
became the basis of Indian classical
music. The fourth Arthavaveda
which came into existence later
deals with prayers to various na-
ture Gods for the welfare, health
and prosperity of both individuals,
the society and the nations.

Hence to say that Astrology is
historically a Vedic construct wouid
be to mislead people.

Now to address the question —is
there a rational basis for making
the assumption that a person’s des-
tiny is pre-determined at the time
of their birth?. It was first pre-

sumed that there was a supreme.

power called God, who created the
entire Universe and all things
therein. Now if this Supreme Cre-
ator has indeed created this entire
world and has also pre-determined
the life tenure of every object and
being then prima-facie, irrespective
of the conjunctions of the planetary
constellations, that pre-determined
order must not change or be influ-
enced. This is the meaning of the
concept of destiny. Therefore to

think that some insignificant plan-
ets can over-ride the authority of
the Supreme Being and bring
about alterations is to negate the
very concept of destiny itself

In fact, it is even more ridiculous
to think that destiny can be altered
by wearing certain stones and by

-performing certain rituals. If this is-

n’t obscurantism, then what is?

Science is ‘knowledge ascer-
tained by observation and experi-
ment, critically tested, systematised
and brought under general princi-
ples’. Dr Jayant Naralikar has
pointed out that Astrology does
not stand these tests, and is
therefore not a science.

One of the greatest authority on
the Vedas, Swami Vivekanand had
taken a dim view of Astrology. He
said “I would rather see every one
of you a rank atheist than a super-
stitious fool. Mystery mongering
and superstition are signs of weak-
ness. They are signs of degradation
and death. Therefore be aware of
them; be strong and stand on your
own feet.” To introduce astrology
at the University, is to officially au-
thorise and empower Charlatans to
dupe gullible individuals and
goveriments.

Vasant Sathe, Gurgaon

L.etters to this column should be addressed to
Letters c/o Edit page Editor,
The Times of India, 7, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg,
New Delhi-110002.

emall: edit@timesofindia.com
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manufacturing process. laiwan and
Japan continue to be the giants in
this sphere. Notebook manufactur-
ers will continue their search to find
quality manufacturing options. Cost
is only a secondary consideration.
China is not the choice for quality
electronic manufacturing as yet.
What is the market like for

NOt Spetiic to Appie. Wi

ket slowdown all IT compan¥® are
trying various pricing options to
boost the momentum.

The much publicised iTunes, your
latest foray, could neither burn mu-
sic CDs nor download music. Why
then launch iBooks now?

BT a0 VlaC Tt
face. As'witn all first releases, there
were some features that were

-meant to be added in the later re-

leases. We are on course with that,
as you might have read in some re-
cent updates. The Mac OS 9 version
of iTunes (that is pre-installed with
all Macs) contains all

laptop computers in India?
The current laptop mar-
ket in India stands at about
40,000 units and is expected
to reach 70,000 units by
2003. As more and more
professionals adopt a mo-
bile lifestyle and take work
home, this segment is as-
suming greater importance.
Apple Computers is all set
to tap this segment world-

witness its third
its ability to offer a
£ ence, the Mac will

& become the hub of
8 a digital lifestyle 99

¢¢We believe that the
computer is all set fo

golden age and with

complete user experi-

features. Even the Mac
OS X version of iTunes has
CD-burning feature in its
new update.

What other innovations
can one expect from the
Apple stable?

Apple constantly inno-
vates — that’s because we
are the only vertically inte-
grated company in the
market. We not only supply

wide — including in India.
‘We have just introduced the Titani-
um PowerBook G4 that will rede-
fine the standards for laptops across
all segments.

What is special about this new
laptop?

The Titanium PowerBook G4 has
the heart of a supercomputer and
the body of a spacecraft. It is also
known as the one inch laptop be-
cause it is just one inch thin. It has
an in-built PowerPC G4 processor
that gives it supercomputing
processor power. Just like all our
other trend-setting products, the
PowerBook G4 will usher in a new
generation of portables. In fact, it
has a lot of firsts to its credit. With a
PowerPC G4 processor it easily
outpaces the existing PIII note-
books in the market. It has the
widest screen available on a laptop.
It has a five-hour battery life.
We have achieved the impossible
by packing all these features in a
one inch thin frame that weighs a
mere 2.5 kg.

The Titanium PowerBook comes
pre-loaded with Apple’s acclaimed
movie-making software iMovie,

iTunes is a software that allows

users to listen to radio stations, cre-
ate playlists, burn CDs, convert
songs to MP3 and use your Mac as a
Music Station. All Apple products
(including: iBooks) have iTunes,
that can burn CDs and download
music. What you are possibly
referring to is the first version of
the newly introduced Mac OS X
operating system in which the
iTunes did not have the CD burning
capability. The new updated
version that was released last
fortnight has this function, too.
In India; a typical notebook user
comes from the corporate segment.
Is the PowerBook directed at
this segment?

A corporate user essentially
looks for a powerful laptop
that is light and has a long battery
life. The PowerBook satisfies
these requirements. And to ensure
that they get high levels of product
sup%ort we have implemented an
MSP (Macintosh Service Provider)
structure throughout India. They
are Apple partners who have been
trained and certified by Apple to

the hardware but also the
software and the accompanying
solutions to transform it into a
unique user experience.

For instance, Iook at the way
Apple is changing the desktop
video market just the way it
changed the Desktop publishing
market more than a decade ago.
Apple first invented FireWire, an
input-output standard that allows
digital cameras to be connected to
computers and then came up with a
software like iMovie, which comes
free with all Apple products.iMovie
allows users to hook up their cam-
era to their Mac using the FireWire
interface and then capture, edit
and make an amateur movie
using iMovie.

There are a whole lot of things
planned for the future. In fact we
believe that the computer is all set
to witness its third golden age and
with its ability to offer a complete
user experience, the Mac will be-
come the hub of a digital lifestyle.
What this essentially means is that a

user will use various gadgets like a -

Digital Camera, MP3 player or a
Palm, but will hook it up to a Mac.
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The Left and the caste question

By Gopal Guru

HE GROWING recognition of the
caste question by the Indian Left,
ranging from the ultras to the
mainstream parties particularly
the CPI(M), shows a promising advance
in the democratic consolidation of the
subaltern masses which have been
crushed under the oppressive weight of
civil society, on the one hand, and the
repressive state, on the other. This Left
recognition of caste and gender based
discrimination was evident from two con-
ferences. The national convention of the
Sanza Sanskrutik Abhiyan, a cultural
front of the marxist-leninist (ML) groups,
in Chandigarh from November 9 to 11,
2000, and the CPI(M)’s conference in Thi-
ruvananthapuram in October 2000.

While such reconciliation was overdue,
how did it happen? It was certainly not
due to the rising political pressure of the
mainstream Dalit politics. It would be na-
ive to expect Dalit leaders to take the po-
litical/moral lead to pressure the Left
parties for such a democratic consolida-
tion. In fact, as the experience of recent
years shows, Dalit leaders have been us-
ing the Left as the counterpoint to ratio-
nalise their everyday forms of petty
politics.

Similarly, the present efforts for recon-
ciliation cannot be explained in terms of
the righteous indignation of the Indian
Left. They need to be explained, among
other things, in terms of the shifting sig-
nificance of the political categories whose
progressiveness or regressiveness is con-
ditioned by structural changes initiated
by the forces of globalisation. These
changes involve the fragmentation, if not
complete replacement, of coherent forms
of class consciousness and their replace-
ment with more specific senses of identi-
ty. This fragmentation of class
consciousness has, however, removed the
burden of the Leftist, who in the past in-
dulged in a class reductionism that in ef-
fect ignored the democratic promise that
was present in Dalit assertions. In other
words, Left leaders now do not have to
feel sceptical about the caste issue for fear
that it will disturb class unity, for the lat-
ter has anyway been overshadowed by

other developments. This recent moves
of the Leftists perhaps indicate their po-
litical journey that now includes casteless
society as an important terminal point.
However, in this regard, the Left parties
have to make a concrete beginning both
at the level of offering effective pro-
grammes and building organisation. In
this regard, it is interesting to note that
some of the ML groups have already tak-
en a definite lead in establishing such an-
ti-caste organisations in Andhra Pradesh
and Karnataka. These groups, for exam-
ple, have established the Jati Vinashak
Vedike (caste annihilation front) in Kar-

ing of such multiple forms of cultural
mediation into the caste question. They
do not seem to be interested in engaging
with civil society. They believe that the
question of caste is firmly linked with the
feudal land structures and that the anni-
hilation of caste is, therefore, inextricably
linked with the redistribution of land.
Hence, the armed struggle with the state
becomes  the primary  corcern, leaving
civil society outside the purview of the
confrontation. Of course, this leayes a lot
of scope for the “Manuwadis” to saffro-
nise the spaces in the civil society. Wit-
ness, for example, RSS activists

The growing recognition of the caste question by the
Indian Left shows a promising advance in the
democratic consolidation of the subaltern masses.

nataka and the Kulam Nirmulan Porata in
Andhra Pradesh. At the national level al-
so, these groups have established the san-
za  Sanskrutik Abhiyan @ (Collective
Cultural Campaign). Thus, these groups
have realised that attacking caste is a
must to take the project of revolution to
its logical end. This was very forcefully
put forward by these groups at the Chan-
digarh meet.

In this collective cultural campaign, the
majority of the members recognised the
importance of the different forms of cul-
tural mediation in dealing with the ques-
tion of caste. This particular form of
mediation further recognises the need to
interrogate the hierarchical social rela-
tionship within civil society. Thus, such
efforts also seek to engage with civil so-
ciety while confronting the state. Contest-
ing the hierarchical social relationships
within civil ‘society is considered an es-
sential condition for the ultimate elim-
ination of caste exploitation. Such groups
also find it critical to appropriate all the
Dalit-Bahujan intellectual traditions to
broaden the social base of these endeav-
ours.

However, within the ML camps, there
are some who do not seem to be welcom-

conducting their kawayats (drill) on the
campuses of some of the universities,
particularly in Andhra Pradesh.

While it is true that the annihilation of
caste is certainly linked up with the redis-
tribution of land and also that class is rel-
evant in understanding the social reality,
at least in certain parts of country, this
approach of some of the ML members is
problematic for the following reasons.
First, it is problematic because its under-
standing, of caste is one-dimensional.
Since it treats caste as a feudal remnant
rooted in the agrarian structure it, by im-
plication, leaves out the caste dicrimina-
tion being reproduced in urban areas. In
civil soceity, newer forms of exclusion
based on caste are being reproduced even
in the age of globalisation.

International capital which is spread-
ing its tentacles particularly into informa-
tion technology and the electronic media,
does not seem to be interested in under-
mining caste discrimination. For exam-
ple, the IT industry is, by and large,
controlled by the “twice born”. Similarly,
the electronic media might look to be
democratic in nature as it has opened up
channels in different regional languages.
But it still betrays the promise of a deeper,

social democratic content in the sense
that these new channels in the vernacular
are filled by people belonging to the up-
per caste social background. This ‘“ver-
nacular democracy” further entails a
parochial slant that often acquires
Hindutva overtones. In ‘addition to the re-
production of caste exclusion, there are
also. new forms of caste-based humili-

~-ation that are often produced on a every-

day basis through language and speech
and performative acts. For example, a Da-
lit research student in an institutions of
higher learning has to walk at least three
feet behind his upper caste research
guide. Keeping in view the tormenting
nature of civil society, a devastating cri-
tique of it is a must. Glossing over the
inequities carries the peril of delaying if
not messing up the cause of social revolu-
tion. Therefore, cultural mediation within
civil society is as important as taking on
the state on the land issue.

Second, the armed struggle as suggest-
ed by some of the sections within the ML
ambit is also problematic when viewed
from the vantage point of civil society.
Some might argue that armed struggle
cannot be discounted as a part of a cre-
ative historical process, that a certain
amount of sacrifice is desirable and un-
avoidable. But what one increasingly
finds is that revolutionary violence is yet
to establish itself as the perfect virtue in a
social order that is conditioned by the
prevailing moral climate. In fact, the mor-
al climate within a civil society can enable
the revolutionary groups to turn the peo-
ple against state-perpetrated violence. It
can deny the state a political legitimacy to
unleash fresh rounds of counter violence
against the oppressed masses. Such in-
tervention can continuously expose the
frustation of the state that is evident from
its ruthless suppression of ex-ML activists
and Civil Liberties activists. Thus, engag-
ing with the state within civil society
turns out to be a far more effective meth-
od of confrontation; it can not only down-
size the state on moral/political grounds
but also expand the social base of the po-
litical delegitimisation of the repressive
state.




Plan to spread
quake awareness
through
schoolchildren
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NEW DELHI, DEC. 22. ‘Catch them young’. The
Ministry of Science and Technology has adopt-
ed this motto to launch a nation-wide pro-
gramme to create awareness on various aspects
of earthquakes — starting from building
houses that will withstand even a major quake
to coping with its after-effects.

Under the programme children in the tenth
class and above can operate and manage seis-
mographs and other equipment used by ex-
perts. The idea is to develop an interest among
children in seismology and spread the knowl-
edge to the community.

The project is being initiated on a pilot basis
in the Himalayan region since it faced a risk of
earthquakes of severe magnitudes. Experts
have predicted off and on that the region could
experience tremors with a magnitude of even 8
on the Richter scale. According to them even
though during the last 15 years alone, there had
been two devastating earthquakes in the region
— in Uttarkashi in 1991 (6.6 on the Richter
scale) and in Chamoli in March 1999 (6.8 on the
Richter scale), these may not be enough to re-
lieve the underground tension constantly
building up in the area because of the incessant
collision between the Indian and Eurasian tec-
tonic plates.

Speaking to The Hindu , G.D. Gupta, Head
of the Seismology Division in the Department
of Science and Technology, said that 100
schools would initially participate in the pro-
ject — 60 in Jammu and Kashmir-Himachal
Pradesh-Uttaranchal belt and 40 in the north-
east.

The Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology at
Dehradun and the Manipur University, which
have rich experience in studying earthquakes,
would provide technical support, including
training on how to read and analyse the data
coming out of the seismographs and other
equipment.

Currently, he said, efforts were on to select
the schools. Preference is being given to those
in areas that are close to major geological faults
and thus are more quake-prone. Though not as
sophisticated as those used by experts, the
equipment used under the project would be
sensitive enough. They will be able to detect
earthquakes with a magnitude of 2.5 on the
Richter scale and above.

The project would also have a component of
research. Some of the schools would be linked
to the country’s apex seismic centre here and
the data collected by the students would be
transmitted for detailed analysis by experts, Dr.
Gupta said.

By P. Sunderarajan

 NHRC notice
to Rajasthan

By Our Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 22. Taking suo motu cogni-
zance of a media report on December 15 on
child deaths increasing in Rajasthan, the Na-
tional Human Rights Commission has direct-

ed the State Chief
Secretary to send a factual

report within three weeks.

The news item stated
that 12 children between
* the age of two months and
10 years died in the last
one month due to seasonal
- diseases at Jeerahera vil-
lage in Rajasthan’s Bharat-
pur district. The report
also stated that the num-
ber of victims affected by
malaria in the village had
increased. It alleged that
the authorities had blamed
the family of the victims
for their ignorance and
lack of health awareness.

The Commission ob-
served that if the contents
of the report were true, it
raised serious issues of vi-
olation of human rights as
well as right to health care.
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Office of Controller of Stores

Advertise Tender Notice No.

For and on behalf of the President
contractors, for the supply of follo
(S
(1) AT/30.03.0216 / 24.01.2005/ C.
Wagon) as per Drg No. - SKDL-3
03 Nos./ AMM/ELS/Itarsi/ 03 Nos
tothe requirement suitable in R
mx1.22mor2.40mx1.20 min

TENDER BOX CLOSING TIME: 1
against above tenders are availab)|
WCR/Jabalpur, between 10.00 H

of FA&CAO/WCR/JBP, for the te
Railway internet site - www.westd
and download the tender documen|
forms by posf will be entertained o
number, the due date and the firm's
Requisition for tender schedule on
tenders as above in DD along with K
be issued. Railways will not be resp
must be submitted in the prescribed
received without tender documents ei
website along with cost of tender do
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