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PALAKKAD, JAN. 10. The recommen-
dations of the M. S. Swaminathan
committee on agriculture and al-
lied sector to use farm subsidies
for technology transfer and devel-
opment of farm resources have
been opposed by farmers.

At a press conference at the
.dia Centre here today, Pandi-
'yode Prabhakaran, general secre-

tary, and K. Ravikumar, chairman,
National = Farmers / Protection
Committee (NFPC), strongly crit-
icised its reeommendations
which said that some of the sub-
sidies like free electricity for
groundwater use and canal irriga-
tion had adversely affected nat-
ural resources and the financial
L health of the-State—— o

The NEPC leaders said that free
electricity for groundwater use
and canal irrigation directly bene-
fits the farmer where as the sub-
sidy granted to technology lands
up in the coffers of both Indian
and foreign agribusiness technol-
ogy broking organisations.

The Green Revolution technol-

ogy transfer during 1966-77 had a
foreign exchange component of $
billion that landed up in the
ﬁﬂers of transnational compa-
es engaged in seeds, fertilizers,
pesticides and agrimachinery
business. Hence, accepting the
Ireport is tantamount to robbing

the Indian farmers of their re-
sources.

They said that ‘if what implies
in the expert committee report is
that the farmers are misusing the

" amithan report opposed

By Our Staff Reporter

facility and that scientists will be
more discreet in properly utilising
the subsidy, then we are on a very
slippery ground'. This judgment
which casts aspersions on the in-
tegrity of farmers is typical of the
contempt the scientific, bureau-
cratic and political fraternity has
towards the farmer, they said.

The compounded annual rate
of growth of food crops during the
pre-Green Revolution period of
1950-65 was 2.98 per cent. This
declined to 2.4 per cent in the
post-Green Revolution period of
1968-78. All crops grew at 3.2 and
2.5 per cent. Rice grew at 3.37 and
2.2 per cent, pulses at 1.62 and 0.2
per cent and wheat at 3.07 and
5.73 per cent in the pre and post
Green Revolution periods. This is
nothing like a miracle as the sci-
entists involved have been trying
to make it out to be.

Fifty-six per cent of the in-
crease in food production regis-
tered in the post-Green
Revolution period till 1985 came
from less than 15 per cent of the
land area under food crops. Such
a skewed production concentra-
tion has totally degraded the soil
and natural resources. In fact, the
Green Revolution belt absorbed
the major financial outlay famish-
ing agriculture in other areas.

A study shows that it takes 300
units of inputs to produce 100
units of food under the Green
Revolution technology where as a
conventional poly culture system
takes only 5 units to produce the
same.

The NFPC leaders said that to-

day the same World Bank which
had earlier prescribed heavy sub-
sidy for agriculture was for scrap-
ping of all subsidies to farmers.

Italso insists upon reducing the
role of the State in agriculture and
bringing in private capital.

This is directly opposed to what
it was advocating 25 years back.

Itis in this contest that the rec- |
ommendations to scrap subsidy |
to the farmers and use it for tech- |
nology transfer become very im-
portant because it seems to be a
part of the World Bank agenda to
rob the Indian farmers of their re-
sources to pay the multinational
and Indian corporate bodies.

It is intriguing that the devel-
oped world offers subsidies to
their farmers at almost 50 per
cent of the value of their produce
and still Indian scientists feel that
the Indian farmers should not be
subsidised. One tends to doubt
the competence of the scientists
to make a judgment on this socio-
economic issue, they said.

The technology to be trans-
ferred like germinated seeds etc.,
will siphon off the State funds to
multinational and Indian corpo-
rate coffers.

A more serious implication is
that the agriculture sector will be
controlled not by the Government
or farmers but by transnational
and Indian corporate bodies who
have no interest in the well-being
of the farmers or the environ-
ment, they said.




nder

igher ups in

ermment to hand over pos-

session of the CMDS Plot No. 2

to Excel Properties, since 50%

of the bid amount has been
remitted by the firm.”

Terming the GCDA secretar-
Y's request ‘strange’, the then
GCDA chairman has listed the
following ‘obvious
. irregularities’;

“(a) Due and wide publicity
has not been given to the
tender.

(b) The tender document has
its entries in column 4 regard-
ing EMD, requiring amount,
DD Nos and date. But, only DD
Nos. are seen incorporated in
the tender form without men-
tioning dates of the DDs.

(c) The above entry in co-
lumn 4 is seen entered in a
different hand and ink com-
pared to other entries and sig-

ature of a ‘partner’ in the
.nder document.

= (d) The entries relating to
EMD in the Tender Register al-
so does not show any details
other than the amounts.

(e) A receipt is seen given
from this office on 29.10.2002

S0 I find that this office has
not cared to call the Partner-
ship Deed etc of the firm to
clearly establish the identity of
the ‘partner’ who signed the
tender documents without
mentioning his name and with-
out any seal of the firm.

(f) As per the tender condi-
tions, 50% of the bid amount
ought to have been remitted in
the office within 30 days of the
receipt of the allotment letter
by the bidder. The allotment
letter is seen handed over to
the bidder on 11.10.2002 and
he ought to have remitted 50%
of the bid amount on or before
9.11.02. By this date the party
had remitted only Rs. One
Crore and twenty Lakhs as
against the due amount of Rs.
2,37,43,643/-. The party made
up this amount only on
26.11.02. This remittance after
9.11.02 is seen unauthorisedly
and not supported by any ex-
tension of time from this office.
The allotment letter ought to
have been cancelled on
10.11.02 when the party failed
to remit 50% of the bid
amount. This is seen not done.

(g) The correspondence on
behalf of the firm has been car-
ried on by one Arvind Kumar

poostion s
ted and the allottee
was permitted to remit Rs. 55
lakhs, as instructed by the Sec-
retary over phone from some-
where. This action is seen
ratified by Secretary on
18.11.02. The legal opinion giv-
en on 13.12.02 says that Secre-
tary informed him over phone
that 50% of the bid amount has
been remitted in full and that
as such any question of non-
payment or legal advice does
not arise. The time gap from
18.11.02 to 13.12.02 is not
explainable.

This situation has given rise
to restoration of life to the ten-
der which ought to have been
cancelled much earlier.

The Secretary and staff are
directed to take no further ac-
tion in this file without further
specific orders on the subject
from Executive Committee, af-
ter perusing this note and the
full file.

Now that the present secre-
tary Shri P. M. Mohammed Ali
is under orders of transfer and
hence this file is handed over
to the Administrative Officer.
She is directed to obtain fresh
legal opinion in this whole
matter from our senior-most
Standing Counsel Shri Joseph
and then put up the file to the
new Secretary.”’

demaric
probe

By Our Staff Reporter

KOCHI,- MAY 14. The BJP State
gal Cell has demanded a

inquiry into the Marad ir
dents. It also demanded f{
all guilty persons in the iy
dents be chargesheeted ur,
the Prevention of Terro
Act-2002 (POTA).

Addressing a news co
ence here on Wednesda
Rajendran, State convene
the cell, said that the LDF
the UDF were continuin
avoid implementing the
arguing that there were no
rorist activities in the Statd

Mr. Rajendran claimed
the Marad incidents
proved that Kerala had
fallen into hands of terror,
He alleged that both the }
and the UDF were conscio
forgetting the fact that the @
spiracies behind the exp
sions at Coimbatore
Chennai had taken place
Kerala.

He said that those who
abetted the terrorist activi
in any manner could also
punished under the POTA.

‘Tribal Scheduled Area
impracticable in Kerala’

By Our Staff Reporter

KOCHI, MAY 14. The Kerala SC-ST
Protection Council chairman,
K.V. Kumaran, has said ‘sched-
uling’ of tribal habitations in
Kerala is impracticable.

“Creating a scheduled tribal
area in any part of Kerala under
_the Fifth Schedule is a constitu-

ponal impossibility,” Mr. Kum-
.an, a former deputy
commissioner for SC-STs in
Kerala and Lakshadweep, told
The Hindu. Joining issue with B.
D. Sharma, former Commis-
sioner for SCs and STs, who has
suggested that the Kerala Adiva-
sis should strive for self-rule un-
der the Fifth Schedule, Mr.
Kumaran alleged that Dr. Shar-
ma was misguiding the
Adivasis.

Referring to Dr. Sharma’s
statement that the Kerala Gov-
ernment had in 1960 proposed
to the Debar Commission that
an area of 1,064 square miles
could be earmarked as Tribal
Scheduled Area, Mr. Kumaran
wondered why the former had
not pursued this when he was
Commissioner for SCs and STs.
Since he had failed to do so, Dr.
Sharma had no moral right now
to propound the idea, Mr. Kum-
aran contended.

Mr. Kumaran said that a Trib-
al Scheduled Area was in fact a
republic within the Indian Re-

public. He pointed out that be-
fore an area was declared by the
President of India as scheduled
under the Fifth Schedule, the
Constitution required that its
boundaries should be demar-
cated. More important, a public
notification that the Acts of In-
dian Parliament or the State As-
sembly concerned would not
apply to the Scheduled Area was
to be issued. This could be pos-
sible only if the Adivasis consti-
tuted a majority in the area and
the non-Adivasis were in an in-
significant minority.

The current reality of Kerala
was that, Mr. Kumaran argued,
these constitutional pre-requi-
sites for declaring any particular
area in Kerala as Scheduled
Tribal Area, could not be met.
This was because even in the
so-called tribal areas, non-trib-
als were in the majority now.

The scheduled area might
have been possible in the 1960s,
when this was proposed to the
Debar Commission, in areas
like Wayanad and Attappadi.
Now the situation had changed
and non-tribals * dominated

these areas, Mr. Kumaran said. |

He contended that what was
attempted at Muthanga by the
C. K. Janu-led Adivasi Gothra
Mahasabha was an artificial
creation' of Tribal Scheduled
Area.

%y CONTINUING EDUCATION CENTRE
GOVT. OF KERALA

sus covree: ASSUMPTION COLLEGE

CHANGANACHERRY-1, Ph: 0481-2420109, 2402683
ADMISSION 2003-2004

. PG DIPLOMA IN COMPUTER APPLICATION
Eligibility: Any Degree with not less than 45 % Marks. Duration: 3 Semester
PG DIPLOMA IN YOGA & HEALTH SCIENCE
Eligibility: Any Dgree and Medical Fitness. Duration: 1 Year ;
3. PG DIPLOMA IN JOURNALISM Eligibility: Any Degree. Duration: 1 year
4. DIPLOMA IN OFFICE ADMINISTRATION & SECRETARIAL PRACTICE.

Eligibility: +2, Duration: 1 year

Application 15th June 2003

5. SHORT TERM COMPUTER COURSES MS-Office, C + +, Oracle (Duration 3
| Months) DTP (Duration: 4 Months) Eligibility: +2
Application forms & Prospectus will be available from College Office on payment of
Rs. 100/ by post Rs. 125/- as DO in favour of Principal Assumption College, Payable
at SBT Assumption College Branch, Changanacherry. Last date of Submitting the

BACHELOR'S DEGREE IN FASHION
TECHNOLOGY AND APPAREL MERCHANDISING

(2003-2006 Three Year full time)
AFFILIATED TO MG UNIVERSITY. SPONSORED BY UGC
ELIGIBILITY: +2 OR EQUIVALENT IN ANY DECIPLINE. STUDENTS

AWAITING RESULTS ALSO MAY APPLY,

SELECTION PROCEDURE- Selection based on entrance test comprising
creative and general aptitude test and personal interview.

IMPORTANT DATES: 19th May- Issue of applications, 10th June-Last date of
submitting completed applications, 14th June-Entrance Test. 17th June-
Interview. Application forms and Prospectus will be available from College Office
on paymentof Rs. 250/- by post Rs. 275/~ as DD in favour of Principal, Assump-
tion College payable at SBT Assumption College Counter, Changanacherry.

IASSUMPTION COLLEGE

Changanacherry-1, Kerala. Ph: 0481-2420109, 2401038, 2402683
E-mail; assum@sancharnet.in, www.assumptioncollege.info
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