
From
P.S.Narayana Iyenzar,

_ secretary,
Bank of Alagapuri Ltd.,
Kilasavalpatti Post.

Raganabhapuram
Dist.

ners

New Dslhi.

Dear Mr.Krishnan,

I come to know that Your 60th Birth day falls on the
7th December 1958. I know it will be celebrated in a most
fitting manner. As a token of honour regard and respect due
to a great man, I am herewith sending a paper "My remnicences
of Dr.k.5.Krishnan's early life" for publication in the local
daily there. Please z0 through the paper to make such
alteration as you desire before sending the same to the press,

In this comnection Mr.S.V.Chari of the planning Commission
New Delhi will call on you for consultation.

Kindly do the needfuil on this behalf.

Expecting your reply!

remain,

Your ever loving friend
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I ardently desire if I may, that life te wise

like our Dr. K.S. Krishnan should be long for the simple

reason that their unparalle led eminence in bringing te light

tho hidden secrcts ef Notare ere greatly bonoficial te mankind.

Our country does net lag pehind in preducing visaen whose nee

und fama havo already spread throughout the werld. Among

the wise that to the list are Mahatma Gandhi, the ombciiment

w

of patriction, Tagore, tho post Leurate of India, ond

pr. am, the Newton of India whe have all game to the

grave fer thir eternal rest after hard and erduous toil for

the sake of our country. Theagh the great mon have departed,

they have left behind them footprints on the sands ef time.

and the great men whe now shed their t on the multitude

are continuing the good work ef thelr predecessers. Among *.

the living greet are Dr, Radhakrishnan the philesopher, Mr.
™

Nohru, the Stateaman, Dr. C.V. Roman and Dr. K.S. Krishnan,

tha twin physical scientists emi Dr. Baba, the nuclear

scientist whe ere serving er country and whe have readily res

pemied to the nation's call. Each 4s great in his on sphore.

Now, the eccasion has arisen to mention all these nams by

way ef introduction te "My regnicences ef

early life".

It seems his 60th birtiday falls on the 7th

December 1958 I presume the the dear ami memarable occasion

will bo commemorated in a moct befitting manner by his

ecsociates in Now Delhi. an imnor voice felis me hore.

eventful day. Are you mt one of his intimate friends?

Does he net possess your esteam? Should yeu not de Some thing

Wr. N. presents will be posing for th on that

es a token of honour, regard am respect fer tho groat mm?



Tt is true that ya are away of miles from

Now Delhi. But can you not bridge the distance ami lay-
bare your leve for tho greatman in a fitting manncr*.

It 4s +in ansve: to the call of the inner voice that I haw

matic bold te write these few lines giving my impressions ef
eur past associatim which I have ir well nigh
5 yours,

Watrap is a little village at the foot of the

testern Ghate in the cxtranse south of India. It is 12 miles

by road from Sriviliiputmr a taluk catre and « pluce of pil-
gin a in Romnad Motrict. It is very fertils with

luxuriant growth of ruch weotation, surrounied by wild moun-

tain sconcrye In thet Jovable villegw, «n orthsadex

Brahmin ani a Senskrit Schelar lived a life ef plety in
action ami purity in thought. He is widely known as

"Karumenicka Vathiyar" He was a stranger to poverty,
vanity and pride. Virtue was his friend and viee wac his

enomye He mver failed te discharge his karme er *

"aggonthothram ami Upasan" A@ a result of his picty,
noarly 60 years ago a child wac bern to him, tho source of
his unlimited pleaure am ja. As a father, he

did at tho propor time " Nanskaram, Jathakarana, Annaprasan
Choule end Upanayenan" "Ac unto the bew tho chor is,
5303 wife is unto a man" Leng Fallow. A mate for Life
was sclected et at a vory carly age long before the child
Marriage Restraint Act Was pas code This ehiid who has new

grown into an angust personal ity, is our Dr. K.Se Krictman.

Our Dr. KeSe was teught in tho littic local
school to read, te write end tode ams in Arithmetic. He in-
herited ths Sanekritrich legacy of am the powcr te argue
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in mstters concerning philesoply such origin of oxia=

tances, the necesaity for evil, the dcctrine af birth etc.
At a lator stage, he giceessfully advanced poverfil argu-

monts in the mattsr ef idel worship with Mr. EM. Flint
the then Prof. of Physics in the aAncrican Collage. His

adversory was vanqiished in argimentse "ithout ainitting his
dofest, ha went on srguing like the "Villege School master",

Lot ma mu to the subject prop@e
were over and bp passed his ITZ Fom. When ho wag a boy,

he hac on attack e omall-pox which had act its mark

with more than usual severity. He came te Srivilliputiur
for his secorfary oduc: tion. He joins the IV Form in
the Hindu Bich School whichwses ruled by th
Hoadmaster, Sri 53. Krichna Tyonger woll know as th

Hie in the art of ruling anArnold of Sriviliiputiur.
institution ie unrivalled. Our Dre ES. & guided by Himge'

It ic here I cane in contact Wory closely with hin. His pre-
I was attracwd tewardseocious talent was pitent even thon.

him even as an iron fling to a maghete Our intimacy grew.

Ho had & wry &trong memory. He alwgra

stood first in tho class. His olligraghy was am

thaigh tiny. He practiced free hand drawing. I questioned

him about hie purpose in auch practide. He repliai that he

simck to be an Enginecr. Contrary to his own exoctations
he is a now sefentist of reputation. In the

VI Form, there was in the course of tho ond term a canpe
tition examination in gonersl Eng liahe All tic students of
the V and VI forma 'took part in it. The cuections were a



paraphase, a precis weiting end an eassy. He choice wae

sceomi. He again wont through the two papers ami seid

rate answer have bothmatter ani ctyle

4s the right eye om style is tho loft oye. Where there is

matter there io always the style". He returned ths papers

gay ing that Krichnan! @ ansvers HE style, but m matter.

Thorefars fo oteod sacond. Our Fbcdmacter was vory fon

of him ani he gave much encasragoment te him. Itis net »
@xgy to get through an examination in tho old cyctom of

Biuestien. Th te.chrs were able amt eine The

erdcr changed and it gave place te new om. One cannet

but leugh at the present aystan ef educations

then givene We had also to anewr three cut of five

questions expeniing into a paragraph th idea contained in a

givon prwerb. Tho papers Were Va.wed. got 16 marks out

ani 16 was the firoteef 30 while or,ReSe sot only 15

Our Headmaster very much how,K .5. stoed as

had

ead carefullyPr dfthe follewing PRBS

end ange the nes

Ravena

qcations- whe went to Lanka?

Angwer te Rma wont te Lanka

Guectient~ By whan Ravana was Killed?

Ancworte Ravana wac Killed hy Rem.

Questiont. Whe was Roma?

Rema was the King of Ayedhyae The toy gets

95 per cont in English ani hia father is very proud ef hime

Pama, King of aycdhya want te Lenka end
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He.is eonsidcred as a Milton. We never got marks sbewt @ per
cont in those Gsyse Our Krishnan is a men of real morit
ami he steed in &.5.L.C.firet Our K.S. is a gemster and

tamis is hig faveurite game. He ontmsiastically used te play
ards and was en 6xpert in Bridge. He used te be laughing

whether he gabned or lost. femiedofHe was never or irritated.
Rich as he is, he is neither extravagant ner Laviéh. But he is
ebliging te others.

Our H. Me used to arrenge many pleamre tripd cither
to Charcambaral, a Water fill at the foet ef the westem

Ghats er te Necratha a place where elephants
and calves are to be found in plenty. orost Officer's Bangale
was ourabede. There is a grove near the water- taht where we

uscd to have our sump dinner.aus These wore spacious days

When all ef us beys - lived lives ef unedu lierated joy ami

The summer vacation came te a close end the

result Was out. Our. E.S. secured the highest number

of marke te th of mr HM.satisfaction Tt and

several of my joined th American hd26 K Se

had an idea ef joining the Christian Colicge at Madr-e.

At this tine, his father died and the resconsibility redtcd

upon hie sheulders. The fineral ebecquies were ali done as a

gonaxe 'the fatha,. He eold not get a seat in the Christian

a CoLiege ° opningreOne month after the ef the College,

Rel \
imam came to Madura ami Mr. Zumbre, the then Principal Ans

Collage BVO him Bout in Group I. After some time, the Principal
eave hin a merdte scholarship. He lived in the hostel andi

without wasting the time, he studied diligently. I was his
s

4
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co-worker in several oxperiments both in physics ami chemistry.

The preeision ani the quickness with which the experinents

wore dane wore simply aimirable. I cannot tut rmcall om or twe

4neddents woercin he displayed his chrevwiness Gliciting our

unstinted admiretion ani wonder, One we 44d an experiment,

if rananber right, on copper salt. I woll romonber the

result « It Wis cuprous solution. The direction civen was

to leave the solution for semc time in tie open sir and note

the change in colcur.e At first it wos emi then it
turned blue. After recording the observ:.tien, he wrete in tin.

ogeewes
infer once column thet eupraisiem colournfess curprickon

= blue in colour. Sich wae his talent oven in the early

Cellege duys.
On cane ether ocesat nhe wis t liing me that

Part Tr of the Biret Law ofMotion could be proved in a way.

Txo inclined ef thc samc lencth and hight be tsken

as shown in the
A

acjoining Sgures
Tho plenes heve a emooth arface of 4 C
gieSee A marble ball is taken and placed at rest at tho

tho bell ep tha plem CB and to the samo The

ball comoec ts rest at the top 34 Thon 1% cancs dow with aw

veleeity off/SinL . Thue if om 4 that the plane is
frictionless ani if it ie coverei by a th marble

ball will be up and dewn for a pret#y long time.

fms part (11) ef tho First Law of motion could be propds

with &~top "A? and then it is released. It to C

» Thie yolecity is enough teof Sink

imagasic

I > mot how this ingenious mthed of pr-ving th Law of

Motion, struck Krishnan. Tm none ef the standered books have



L noticed this moethed ef preef. In that year he carried

ava all the prizes ice, 2nd Language Engli ch end

the ist Group . The dificrona in between tho ist end

the 2nd was immnsce Yot, the Principal refused te give hin

11 the prizes smd he asked Kes. to choose 2 aut ef 4

prizes 5363 that it might net be te ethor Chictien
« He did se magnenimusly without asying e werd theugh

ho could have claimed ell the prizes es a matter of rights The

District aurgeon, Majer 57tht fad who prosided ever the

function, distributed the prizes. This the perfed ef twe

ye rs passed and the University exon came to an ond.

The rosult was oute The Ghiveraity af Madras was not pleamd

to give hima First Classe Ho got i mark less belew the

minimum fixed fer 183+ classe Hore tee our happiness was unabate

We miseci no music parties. Pushpavansm was a muician of

great eminence « our, KS. hee a very god taste for music

though he could mt aing. He 4o on admirer ef good

Puslpavanam could sing at the te of his wice with such a

ewoct meledy that all ef us wore greatly attracted. Hs
voice still rings in gare. T help eur KeSs to recollect

highe There oxists a tample, the rock being carved ani God

Narasimha hac becn installed. Itis 6 wee. from Madurae

Wo started from Madura after purchasing e-me vegetabics in
thG market at Madura for or mid-day dimer. The tespie archske

Was obliging we had princely dimer after our bath in
the Perlyar channel which runs nearby. After rest

wwe

ascended up the hill at 3 Pe. The ascmt ia « Gengoreus one.

the top. h-ving the am

sconsy w talked of this em that,in

ging

fe ctpleasure trip to Amaimalat, a single anite rock
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discourse end get down the hill by the tall end om

reached the Periyar channel near ly. It wes 5.30 Pal.

snd wo hed our temarini fer suppor. rem there we merchid

slong the read te Phirumohur, a sacred place of pligrimsgo

£1 miles duo east of Anaimeled. We all worshipped the

Kalemoga Porumal smi teck our nicht ledge in a

small cettags. Since gosquitoes were wry sctlw, naw ef

us could sloup . At ZAdie 4 one of ur Mricnas asked us te

Start ier Madura, saying that th day had davmd. At dead of

rop tilege , Onx,RSs and bis om sin brother stealSthily .

paratea fran us wont forward umlor the protection of

shades of trecs that ctood by along the and -

frightened us hy polting emall ctencs on use one of our

friends teck them x2 robbers ami he cetuslly fel, into e

fever the very mxt ag a result of fright. I well.

romumber ouOK oe hac « book on chemistry ty Alexanicr Snith

with him. aS uc hcoiuht ef+ jokes, he lext his beck in a

fAicld nosrby andwo ali came to thm early in the

morning at cbat5 AM. Xt wos only thon Dr.K.Se re-

collected timt he nad icft his chemistry book in the field.
Ho returned te the place whore he hed loft the beok snd

eceme beck egein to hic reome It is a touching inckient which

ob ivrgot. I think
over

too ronanbors the

ineduemt this days we had auch ether incidents sre eur iife
4n the @liege «sz bolstereuse Our was

cousin brother a brillimt ami intellicent thagh «

Law young matte The Univer sity exemination omied and

7

night we walked along ths road mochant cally half a sloop

end Foar was not known than and we cared not fer

T a over

hake

we el], wont to our native vi liege. The University reat
wis out ami both ef them joined the Christian G@illege while



Of}ow wo "*

L wss hold back beccuce ef my fad « This our

ration begeane

I de net know much about his activities at 6 .

Whenever he eae to watrap, I used te mct him a spon
enc or twe days with him. On ane ecession we had a walk te

the Tamarind Topo adjoining his native Villegas Wa «

with us some aweot moat Quaidud. € had to cross a

ani ito ewner was very wol], kyown to hin.

Fearing that the shop would cur Ledda, curn K

played « trick. He anp lied to th ¢ hepm sow

peppermint to eat co if he to ek om hha way. He

grve ue 54 ani marche4 trumphnily te the Tope

end thon seturncd hem in the 6von ing. It is ple@ing to

contemplate hew even greet men are but man ami are net free
frem homen imperfection.

ermi

cn fe¥

Gxomination result was out ami to my

horrer, I found bis number was in the parte Was ho bad

not. Here I stop ithout going
inte the ef follum. M ffot fught
for our K.S even with Macardney j the then Thgli sh Profe ct

Much Ccpraaccd, he came to Watrep an' thors for sanc

times Thore was a lecel lewor aceamary school. The pest
of th Hedmaster was vacante Ho sppiicd for tho pest
Hore hbo bad a rivel Mr, Thirunearcsyanm a full grecyate .,whe

at tha pest saying that he wes a full
grecunte. But the cehool Commi tteo, knowing Dr. 's
intelectual superio tty, a 49 post upon Aime

He discharged his duties there for om or two manthae Thon

Grtied dn English?
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a chenge camp in.

He hada call fran Pro fas Maffot to go over te
Macree immediately. Hh rosigned his pect ef th dmaster at ¥
Wetrap ami procecded to Madras te meét Pref. Maffete R-
Jecting the epplicaticn of a fhll gafdmuate to the pest
of Demenstrater in the College 3 fo (Prof.
Maffet) appointed K.S.4 t@ the poct orthodar

w
He held his port te ths extremely

Setisfaction of his Gd-father ani in that yoor ho becom a
full gracuate. Ho contimicad there anothar yoare I was

with him thore fer 35 months in EE Chotty street te
make my last end final attenrt te got through the examination

the Calcutta University. Meanwhile a post "ss vacent at the
Kodeikonalgervainry und Profescer Meffot strongly

Keke ae: the Government @peinted him. He
cLoth<s suited to the cold climate wore ready md he wes

te join his duty. The man who wac working at Macres

Observatory bocans his rival and ho a preference en
merits of sorvice. Professor Malet advised om, EeS« te
the pest at Madres. It was then he roceivcd a Lotter frem

Calcutta University that they ha provided him a seut in th
MeAs Cla He procegied to Quicktta and joined the M.A.Class
rujecting the pest at Mairas Observatory. Liko a ctebburn
warrior a definite aim ef lik, he gen hie a:duow

Stroat wharc ho turrded himsolf in decp stucy. Bore he came

in contact with Sri C.V.Raman, one of the groutcot seiantist

At this ting, hai ie a ost in the M.Sea. Class of

SeanGdef ths whe his grcainess in tho fio ef
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sciences. A greatman alone can recogni se enothor grcet mane

fhoy bad frequent visite and ac a realt our So xemived

much ¢ncsuragenont. Noticing tho marwalieus ability of Keo «

av. Renan alll hin to join the Reearch Institution, ses.DKS
tad a itis aml ovcroming a ag-ire te become s full-

fleged M.Ae, Of cane 'University, he joincd th Research

HE began to the mbjoct of hight -

wherein tho scope was vory grest. I was told thet he hai

taken "the subject of scattering ef ight in duvide,

eryst.18 und @iurphous powler. I worked for a pretty

long timc ami om maiden paper ef his wie read at the

congress held at It scams thet one ef

ths ecisutiste Chr Pod wx thor he a choulstry man.

se

The enowor was in th Hogsth vee Afterwards ho publica
Sqvoral papers jointly with Sri ¢.VeReman ani the pmers

wore cicculated to all scicntidtes ef the World . Many

wurulod bis papore I particularly
remember one paper foe, "whether gademe

in a magnetic Meki7" The thoory of Glacier,

come to Know him. His n.mo ami fomc

the Gorman scientist wa prrowd 125 TPONG « wea net aALS

'little proud of my eld frien b uccess ami prosperity md X

for his Leng Lic: ari hapriness.

Winn C3G3 Wes udve LLG in

pape rs thata Peller for 8 University wes Ye armbtede

oop dod Gmaltios Woe arwedttend $e Sele b pe wee

Beaty 13 sigot ALLA gelte. tious appeurcd
the Committee for viveel exenination oni ar, KeSe with

¢ wtih,

node

appaered befere the connttnwehia sinple B.A. Geqgge aLoe
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The Chefrman ef the Committce was 2; hor thindorstr ck

at the extraorm inar; ability of ean K S$. ami towildered at

his ready ani corsect snever. The r post ws con-

forced u.on him wit. tho romerk "Te

shouldcrs abeve the rest, but no wall
M.Se , D.Sce, dgrreas, FNS. mxi Rnighthesd e:me te him of

em ecuetde. Ebe pquern attr oT mayFr aricntists
such BB Lordfatierderd ef Fa:clend am Piew® Hazenbarch of
Gormuny. Lowl irvited bin to Burl ml te stay 1

month at Owterd and come LO at tac @ whee & serious

cere dcltfurred anf ht vost meriteem to Lighte
seen where Se ow hours en his

way to Rigiwil» Ye visited Femmes end od th -

Congrass at Paris with lord » Tha

of th pald werm tu ani enconium

wi. thost thst KS. wes alae presente After theRiaKu
mea taRS th. he& te the Pitti) nt whe

tod hin with smut He went to and

1 0 ix wal

rgeoivod a Lettcr

otiny Eurepcon e ot retuned toTmi« hastily
the imminent of the oni Werld War. With

much onconragemem, he cemc to Becca am. invited me to

Tacen the beauticul scenary of Brahumeputra

throuch which ox: TB how pass te reach Doccase I wee

then at Bedy as manager of the phonies com

Bonk my Services ef Cupeumtive

tat alae J cou nct do so for various other reaconse

Then he cme to Calevtte where he Wade introuuccd to Pref.

Bee

Circle. My haart lsapt np to ge te

by 9 neus bere eet --

Hazonburgh ef Germany,by om Ca¥ The Pref. replied
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that ho know him already thraugh several of his paperse

hameut replica * J r ho would eclipse mo.

Shut is why I have eont hir to Decca®. facn ho eons te

Calcutta snd accupied the chair ef Mahenira Lal Pref.
of Lee widle cri GV. Roman eama to Dn 1 1aime his

position was very seoure, he had many pin pricke inthe

ischarga of his dutios.
Jealous could not eniure the growing name

tame of DreE.S. Ali his research we ka vor published
in tip scientific magazine at The Gumittes objected

to thie ani told him that ell his research pupors be

not agree. There was a tough fight. Our,KS « maucia

arranvemonts te publish ell his mecarch papera in Friends
Having urmierstecd the courses adopted ly Ir. Feo. the Oamittee

folt that the megazine ki be dull. Focling that their

attempt would fruitloss, thay agrecd to publish all his
works in th magazine his nam, They hamiled a

Weapm to cueh eur K.Se Tha grant given by tho

Goverment of Was not allewed to be spent as per

Gvormmt about the hancd cap whieh hindered tie progress of
Research work, In the next yoar, the Contral Government

impored the condition that the grant pant us

por GMEyw tione of Dr. K.-S. Times tim Cannities Was

shorn efite power, It seams a mombor m«ie a remark

that 3145 wae escdor to Asht omen than Krisiman.

he should mt collaborate with oun, KeSewbyHe

olished in the nemo of the to whieh aur Kade Cid
4

Dre KeS.'s wishes. It he spake to the Contral
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ome eam Philesepher visited Chl ttae It secans a

geontlomen invited him te dine with him. In ths course ef
cerversation snoth® romerked that he would dim

5%
«
"nm the oCfonrive an tell thol he valk' oth bth akK.S. and

cu

yira of + soe who. pier te c&

8

with hic
te

I remembor ounKeG. hac sent one papcr on pip temetay
to rcad berere the sclomme Congress hold ot Warsaw. That

Thug ho beesme prominent as on of the Intorncdmal
Sctisntists. Then ® wont Allahsbai Universit te take
the Pro Hp of Physics. To cemustly met him at Madura

in his cousin brother's hose, Tho halt was bricf, becauee

ho had to be et Sriviliiputhur to preaide FP over the
Golvcn eur Hindu High ghool. after 7 years er
Se T have undiorsteed thet he was te proside st Kanber Wile at

tho only m.d the Gongress am. nonc Glse.

N

Koraikudd. I wont shore to sec him. He eek" to came

to at KD. There too I could not froc y talk to hime
er the prescnec of Dr. Alagema Cl om pr.

Vijayeraghaveme The talk wac of a chort duration smi I
ay gon ¥. nivasia to him, snybedy acke

mé about any Mpresoion of eS OLS ie'ke = vould une

A greatman has great powa@' anc that oowar belongs to him
anc it is bencficial to man kinde Gin od1 a EE er
Lord Mayor a great men? Tho answris 'no's a King simply

wihbe cus

d
5

he si tatin: ly say 'that bs is aman of gerdus. thet is
erstrogsecnius? Gnios 4@ Loy

King
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wialis the Lever ef the State which any child er on

4diot can do. The pewer is not his own ani he deriws the

from tho poopie. Greatness is evary knowe full
well in any toco mmf how todo. Tal lint,
ahrevMEes of casmon semoc, abliiiy, Ingenuity -<ell-_
ave foun] in a fim in sim porcevirence « hitch

hac cnoured MBB comiert, emi an ors
ath te ef porrose. Tuc work ier Dir oon

"In th boing «ax in the working ef & urue great

¥ a sone cling t.aS porns nc! te

thie Mme ani that de end that will be

when Time will be m donger''s In wroa, truc werk newr
dtc: aul db lives Zor aot. Tv be shanad wo

pa

omccadum for truc work. He

h-Plicment ef

It wet tee rooted in » Such is the value ef true

WO PKs

Our Dr. KeS. Krisiman has dons tris on sineore

werk To mo dt ccome that als adnesre is not a

moans a Du OE£aG .n em im tows I grav ntly
decire that the G3 6f our Guntry's cceire should be

Bat "pe Qi. Lic hie «. a or Our Lx Rew Bon 5
aidan te

In fim, rt prey to Gd t tless him with Jong,
helo and healthy lige "aes MMMM, and La
be shewered up hin his fumti ly.

Wei Hina"
oy

%
eee
*


