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BIODIVERSITY THROUGH ART

Pandurang Hegde

The Earth Summit at Rio focused on the loss of biodiversity and

how to conserve such biodiversity. A svecial convention known

as " Biodiversity Convention " was held to discuss how the

countries can take measures to protect biodiversity. Asa
corallary to this many national and international conferences

and workshops were held .in the air conditioned conference halls.
rin contrast to this high-level discussions the villase people in
Uttara Kannada district, Karnataka hosted a different kind of

workshop on biodiversity. They invited young artists from all
over the state and held a six day workshop for them on

biodiversity.

Western ghats represents one of the richest biodiversity regions

in the country. Uttara Kannada district in Karnataka is vart of

western ghats with 80 vercent of the land under forests. The

people are devendent on diversity of plant and aouatic life for
their survival. The forest cover supports agriculture and

horticulture and the coast line vrovides fishing resources. In

this region Appiko Andolan was launched in 1933 to protect forest
resources. D this néonles movement the literary men,

dramatists and flok experts joined the movement. They exoressed

the concer for forests in literature, street play, drama and

flok dance drama "Yakshagana". In continuation of this chain of

eel



events the organisations involved in Appiko Andolan initiated an

idea of organising a workshop on biodiversity for youns artists
from all over the state. Two voluntary organisations 'Parisara
Sanmrakshana Kendra ' and 'Spandana' were actively involved in

organising the event. Vandana shiva of Navdanya supported the

idea. She said that there is a need to involve artists in

conserving the biodiversity.

The workshop was held in last week of October 1993 in midst of

nature. It was organised in a Neernahalli, a small village near

Sirsi. A fara house in midst of forests and cocomt groove became

the camp site. The opening ceremony was held under the shade of a

tree. A unique feature of the ovening ceremony was that the

workshop was inagurated by R. G. Raikar, an artist from the district.
He used the bamboo poles as a stand and drew the picture of

diversity in nature as a mark to start the workshop. The village
women, elders and children participated in the event from

beginning. Vasudev, one of the participants said "This is a rare

experience in midst of nature. This is the first time I have seen

a workshop being organised under a tree. The event is memorable".

First three days were svent in conveying the idea of biodiversity
to artists. In the remaining three days the artists had the

opportunity to.express their understanding in the art form. On

the first day they were exposed to the themes ot diversity of

plant species existing in the natural forest. The replacement of

natural forest and monoculture plantations as a cause of

destruction of diversity was discussed. Similarly a discussion
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on the cultivation of paddy varieties and the imvact of chemical

arriculture exposed the participants to the diversity in food

and cultivated crons.

On the second day the varticipants walked in the forests and

paddy fields. They got the opnortunity to observe the diversity
of plant species in natural forests. They also had the

opportunity to compare these natural forests with monoculture

plantations raised by forest devartment. Puttu Gowda, an elderly
activist of Appiko andolan was their guide. He answered numerous

There were four resource Sateesh Yellanur,
G.M. Tumbemane, Neernahalli Ganapati and G.M. fargod. The

resource persons were artists and they helped the participants to

observe. the intrecacies of existing diversity in nature. This

perespective was very valuable for particivants. They visited
the paddy fields to understand the reason behind growing

traditional paddy varieties in comvarison to high yielding
varieties. In the Konna village they saw the traditional grain
storase bins. The walk through forests, pnaddy fields and villages
exposed the varticinants to the concent of biodiversity and how it
is petting destroyed.

In Gubbigadde village the entire village welcomed them and

provided. lunch,...Jn the evening the village organised cultural

programme for the artists. The flok song was

performed with musicel instruments. The theme was on protection

of natural forests. The children and women joined with singing

songs on environment protection. This event provided a rare

Le!

opportunity for varticipants to learn and experience the cultural



diversity of the region. By the time they walked back to the

camo site it was already dark.

On the third day morning the particivants visited Chalageri.
They met the Gowli and Siddi tribes. These tribes represent the

diverse cultural grouns of Uttara kannada. Thev live on the eaze

of western ghats in Gowli Tandas or hamlets. The Gowlis ere

cattle herders and Siddis are negroid race. They live in midst

of evergreen forests. Their dependency on forest is very intimate.
This visit exposed the sarticivants to the different cultural,
living asnects of tribsis in the re ion.

In the afternoon the artists visited Yasod falls. The beautiful
waterfall on Bedthi river at lagod is a scenic snot. It is also

important because of strong peovles movenent is going on in the

region to halt construction of dam across Bedthi river. The thick
forests and the waterfall vrovided ideal place for artists. They

sat in front of the waterfall in various spots and were painting
the natures beauty with their brush. They svent hours in this
spot and were reluctant to return to camp site. The ex»vosure

trip came to an end with Magod fells.

The two day outing in forest and with tribals gave the artists an

Opporiuni ty. to,understandthe basics of the concept of

biodiversity. They had enough time to clear their covbts with

resource persons. With this basic foundation, they started thinking
of composing pictures on biodiversity.
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The next two days were snent in fsvine to concerete shape to

their ideas. Some sat under jack fruit tree, others chose a

bamboo groove. Most of them choose their own cosy place under

the shade of a tree in midst of greenary. The surrounding
natural setting was insviring. In these two days they composed

art forms on natural forests and biodiversity. The manifestation
of biodiversity in an array of classical and modern art was a

rare occassion.

These paintings were shown to villagers on the last day to get
their opinion. tame dda, an elderly man ond former observed the

vaintings and said "They have drawn what is present around us".

lakmeesh, a youth from sirsi said "I find it difficult to

understand modern vaintings. But some are very clear and it has

come out well."

Siddu Wallaour, an artist from Dharwad said "This workshop gave

me an ovvortunity to understand biodiversity in nature. It is
the dury of artist to contribute in raising awareness on this
issue",

Jaidev from Ujire, South Kanara district said "The idea of

biodiversity has helved artists. It has motivated us to think

deeply on conservation of the biodiversity".
hE galeRR t

Shailaia, an artists from Bangalore said "The whole experience

was unique. We were able to feel deeply towards nature and

incorporate it into out paintings".

6



Vinay, an artist said "This is the first time an artists
workshop on biodiversity in held at state level. This also

provided an occassion to interact with different artists".
Bach particivant was very hapoy to have varticipvated in the

workshop. It was a rare and unique opportunity for them to be

with nature and to draw inspiration from forests, mountains and

village surroundings.

The workshop for artists on biodiversity is a unioue event in
many aspects. It was organised in midst of nature. The family
of farm house hosted 30 particivants for six days. It was not

funded by international or funding organisations. The peoole

from the villages contributed in cash and kind to makeitia success.
In the entire country, this is the first time an attempt was made

to bring artists on the theme of biodiversity.

The seed of conservation of biodiversity is sown. Now it has to

grow from artists brush, creating awareness among people.

Pandurang Hegde
Hulemalgi Bidg
Chowkimath
SIRST 581401
Uttara Kannada
Karnataka
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ARTISTS WORKSHOP ON BIODIVERSITY

DATE
PLACE
SUPPORT

NO.OF ARTISTS/
PARTICIPANTS :

PROGRAMME

OCTOBER 25

10 AM - 5 PM

OCTOBER 26

8 AM - 6 PM

OCTOBER 27

8 AM ~ 6 PM

OCTOBER 28

9 AM = 6 PM

6 Pa ~ 8 Pi
OCTOBER 29

9 AM - 6 PM

6 PM - 8 PM

OCTOBER 30

10 = 1 PM

OCTOBER 20 TO 30, 1993
NESRNAHALLI VILLAGE
PARISARA SANMRAKSHANA KENDRA, SIRSI
SPANDANA, SIRSI
NAVDANYA, DELHI/BANGALORE

TWENTY FIVE

Opening
Objectives of Workshop
(Pandurang Hegde, Sateesh Yellapur)
Showing the work, Posters, Booklet
Discussion
Expectation from Artists

VISITS TO VILLAGES
FIELD
FOREST

. VISIT TO TRIBAL AREA (GOWLI) (SIDDI)
MAGOD FALLS

Drawing by Artists
Cultural events

* Drawing by Artists
* Cultural events

Closing Function



BUDGET FOR WORKSHOP

FOR ARTISTS

Drawing sheet, Water cups, Water colour
for 25 Artists

Sheets 50 x 10 = 500
Colours = 590
Cups 500

Ii, Boarding

(Lodging provided by people
free of cost)

Rs. 20 per person per day for 30 people
for 6 days (20 x 30 x 6)

Tit. fravelling Allowance for artists
coming from outside
(Bangalore, Mysore, & Davangere)

IV. Tempo Rent for Travelling 800

(for one day visit to tribal areas)
deep Rent for Travelling 700

Contingency (Postage etc, Printing etc)

TOTAL

AMOUNT

I.

1,500=00

4,000=00

2,000=00

1,500=00

1,000=00

10, 000=00



ARTISTS WORKSHOP ON BIODIVERSITY

DATH ¢ OCTUBSR 20.10 30, 1993

LACS : NEERNAHALLI VILDAGE

SPANDANA, SIRST

RO OF ARTIS
Nav DANY A, D ELH) [BANGALORE

Ve

SUPPORGE PARTSARA SANMRAKSHANA KENDRA, SIRSI

PARTIGIPANT 3: BWENTY PIVE

PROGR IME

-OCT 25. a Opening. remarrs
10 5 PH @ Objectives af Workshop ;

(Pandurang Hegde, Sateesh Yellapur)
g Showing the work, done Posters,
4 Diseussion os

v Expectation from"Artists
OCTOBUR 56 : & VISITS TO VILLAGES
8 AM~ 6 PM : @ PIELDBSs

& FORENT

OCTOBER 27
8 AM -6 e VISIT TO TRIBAL AREA (GOWLT). ( SIDDI).

@ MAGOD FALLS
+

A

OCTOBER 28
AM - 6 PM : # Drawing by Artists

6 Pu - 8 PM > 'Cultural events

OCTOBER 20

9 -6 PM : Drawing by Artists
6. PM -8 Pi Culhrrar Ever*s
OCTOBER 30

10-51 PM : Closing Function .



BUDGET FOR WORKSHOP

AMOUNT.

FOR ARTISTS

Drawing sheet, Water CUPS," Water colour ;

for 25 Artists SO 1,500=00
Sheets 50 x 10= 500 *

"Colours SS, 500
Cups. ne = 500

II. Boarding

(Lodging provided vy pecple
we-free of cost)

daw
Rs. 20 per person! or 30 people.for 6 days .20 x 30 x 6) 4,000=00

"ar. Travelling Allowance' for Artists

IV.. Tempo Rent for Travelling 800

2,000=00coming from outside

Jeep. Rent for Travelling -°700

( for one day visit to tribal areas) 1,,§00=00

ve Contingency (Postage eh). 1,000=00

POTAL to, 000=00
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