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THERE IS good news for
bird lovers. Exotic birds
mady soon visit Delhi if the
city’s first bird sanctuary to
be developed by the Delhi
Tourism and Transport De-
velopment Corporation
(DTTDC) comes up in the
Najafgarh area of south-
west Delhi. .
The sanctuary will cover
an area of several kilome-
tres along the Najafgarh
drain. Trees would be plant-
ed to transform the area
into a thick forest belt to at-
-tract birds.
The corporation's manag-
ing director Rajeev Talwar
- said the government has ap-
pointed - Indira.  Gandhi
- Trust for Art and Cultural
- Heritage (INTACH) as con-
sultant for the project. ..
“"They have already sub-

mitted their preliminary re-
port. The report give sug-
gestions on the type of trees
and vegetation that can be
grown alongside the drain,”
Talwar said.

Officials say the Najafgarh
drain is a rich catchment
area for birds.

The flora and fauna in the
area attracts migratory birds
from Central ‘Asian coun-
tries and Siberia. :

"The drain 1is just "a
stopover for these birds. We
want to improve the flora
around: the drain so that
birds can stay there for a
longer period," an official
said.
~ The project entails to de-

velop the area into a tourist

spot. One can't enter deep
into the green belt as there
are no approach roads. The
otherwise few roads are
muddy -and inaccessible
during rains. :

But DTTDC with INTACH
plans to change it. "Roads
will lead deep into the green
belt where one can see exot-
ie birds. Once inside the for-
est visitors will forget that
they are in Delhi," an offi-
cial vouched.

However, project imple-

- mentation is not easy. Trees

will be planted in a phased
manner and improvements
will be done so that natural
ambience of the area is not
disturbed. g

"Tree plantation work has
already started," the official
informed.

The Najafgarh project is

_the second wildlife project

of the Delhi government. A
wildlife sanctuary has al-
reddy come up in Asola re-
gion of the southern ridge.

' The Environment Depart-
ment is developing several
kilometre area as part of the
project:
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