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'Protect trees,
bond with
nature'

By Our Special Correspondent

KOZHIKODE, FEB 5 The environ
mentalist Sunderlal Bahuguna
today emphasised the need for
man to bond with nature
He was inaugurating a dis

cussion on Environmental
problems in times of global
isation' at Town Hall here Mr
Bahuguna said that destroying
our sou and trees was tanta
mount to destroying our cul
ture He added that the
foreigners had already under
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The environmentalist Sunderlal Bahuguna arriving to
participate in a discussion on 'Environmental problems in
times of globalisation' organised by Wayanad Prakrithi

Samrakshana Samithi in Kozhikode on Saturday
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He has been a
crusader for

afforestation all his
life This veteran
environmentalist
warns that water
may soon be scarce

unless it is
conserved Ina

talk with
R. Madhavan Nair

UNDERLAL BAHUGU
NA 1s happy Kerala 1s

leading other States in
a field which 1s dear to

his heart tree farming But he
also has a word of caution for

Sunderlal Bahuguna

Keralites Kerala leads in
tree farming, no doubt, but I
am sad to find it is not for
what it should be attaming
self sufficiency Tree farming
here 1s unfortunately for ex
ports, not self sufficiency
When economics and

profits alone become the
guiding principles of life, the author of Chipko movement, 'I asked him how he could There should be a change in

"Now everything is
produced for market.
Only people with

money can survive in
a market-oriented
economy. It should
not be so. If one day
oxygen becomes a
marketable product,
only very few: will be

able live in this
world.'

entire life system 1s always un
der a grave threat of destruc
tion, he warns
Speaking to The Hindu mn

Kozhikode during a visit ar
ranged by the Wayanad Prak
ntl Samrakshana Samiuthi, the

was also quick to acknowledge
that Kerala had progressed
considerably in tree farming
and only needed to make
some corrections in its ap
proach The Magsaysay award
winner was confident Kerala
would have the wisdom to
make these modifications and
emerge as a true model in tree
farming just as it has done in
many other fields of activities
He found the pattern of land
use followed by and large
sound mm Kerala and was im
pressed by the popularisation
of pepper Sunderlal Bahugu
na also defends eco activists
of Kerala who are often ac
cused of blocking develop
ment by raising non existent'
and sometimes 'insignificant'
issues 'What these groups do
is ring alarm bells when they
see a grave threat to human
survival, said Bahuguna who
once fasted for 72 days in 1996
against the Tehn dam project
which he thought would dev
astate the Himalayan land
scapes along with its rich
culture
Bahuguna a freedom fight

er and Gandhian pots out
that he himself had faced such
charges during the Chipko
movement when it was in its
initial stages H N Bahuguna
who was then the ChiefMinis
ter of Uttar Pradesh had ob
jected to his movement to
protect trees, saying it would
make us aborigines

Saving trees is his mission
raise such an objection when
he (the Chief Mmister Bahugu
na) himself was a hill man, re
called the eco activist But it
was only after the Prime Minis
ter Indira Gandhi, intervened
that the Chief Minister with
drew his objections
Avoid transport

He has been campaigning to
promote his concept that tree
farming can make communities
self sufficient It would help
avoid transport which his
view 1s an uneconomical activ
ity that should be stopped And
it would be possible only if
communities attain self suffi
ciency and do not have to
transport goods needed for
their needs from far off places
"That is the way to develop

ment in the true sense of the
term," says the gentle warrior
for Nature "Here affluence 1s
mistaken for development My
definition of development 1s
that all hemgs should enjoy
permanent peace, happiness
and fulfilment And that 1s pos
sible only by following what I
prefer to call the Three As'
Austerity which unfortunately
1s now regarded as a sign of
backwardness, Alternatives for
basic needs lieu of methods
now followed, and Afforestation
which should be mamly for
food, manure and fibre and not
for timber alone

"Tt 1s the sane way to hve But
what we see today is insanity

our way of living Now every
thing 1s produced for market
Only people with money can
survive in a market oriented
economy It should not be so If
one day oxygen becomes a
marketable product, only veryfew will be able lve im this
world, ', the 78 year old envi
ronmentalist said

+

1

Water important
at

1

Sunderlal Bahuguna believes
people should realise the im
portance ofwater which 1s now
scarce Methods should be de
vised to develop farming and
industnal techniques that
would consume less water Al
ready the volume of water in
Himalayan rivers has been re
duced by half
Though in the winter of his

life Bahuguna continues his
battle against projects umple
mented in the name of
development
Bahuguna believes his expe

rience as a part time corre
spondent for United News of
India (UND had stood him in
good stead during his relentless
fight against projects that
would have led to umpoverish
ment of villages in the name of
development His two sons are
also journalists
Accompanied by fellow

fighter and wife Vimla, the en
vironmental crusader was in
Wayanad where the once lush
vegetation and productive
farms are fast giving way to wa
ter starved arid lands
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January 20, 2005

-ENGAGEMENTS
inWayanad

Uravu inauguration of training progra
mme for SHGs in making handicrafts and
furniture from bamboo training center
Uravu Thrikkatpatta 3pm
Kerala State Service Pensioners Union
Meeting for the formation of organising
committee in connection with the State
conference Municipal Town hall
Kalpetta 11am

Painting contest
for students
atMuthanga
Sulthan Bathery, Jan 19 A pai
nting competition for students
will be held under the joint aus
pices ofWayanad Prakriti Sam
rakshana Samithy (WPSS) and
Department of Forests at Mut
hanga on January 26, a press
release said
The competitions will be

held separately for LP, UP,
high school and higher secon
dary students Noted artist
Puninchithaya will distribute
prizes A two day study camp
for a selected group of children
also will be held at Muthanga
on January 28 and 29, the rele
ase said For details contact
240668,222024,220570,
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