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25 _yearsg.of the ‘Newgletter: At the end of this year the
Nowsletter for Birdwatchers will have been in existence
for 25 years. 1t has become customary to celebyate such
events and perhaps we can start thinking about the kind
of leap forward we should take, in the interests of the:
Birdwatchers! of this country. One of the ideas which
comes to mind is that we should have a rotating Executive
Editor for each year. This mechaniem might help to
introduce fresh ideas and generally make the publication
Jivelier and more useful. I am sure that therc arec a
number of people within the circle of ‘our recaders and
subscribers who would fulfill the task very creditably,
The Founder Editor would continue to look after the
financial aspects such as securing advertisements, and
having the paper produced and distributed., I would
greatly appreciate any comments on this proposal,

No crows in Kodaiksnal: During a recent visit to Kodaikanal
(May 2-8), I was snxious to find out whe ther Kodaikanal

was still free from crows, as had been stated by a number

of birdwatchers in recent years. I saw none, though

Romulus Whitaker pointed out a few, flying in the digtance.,
I hope this happy state will remain. The few remaining
sholsg of Kodaikanal abound with bird life, eand there are

a large number of raptors seen on this hill station,
including the Black eagle, the crested serpent eagle, and the
kestrel. The well wooded gardens have plenty of white-eyes,
and the calls of jungle fowl from within city limits was
surprising. I also had a good look at a scimitar babbler
which called vigorously every moming.

Urban sanctuaries: It is encouraging to note that if birds
are assured of security, they are prepared to co—exist in
cloge proximity to humanity. There is no reason, therefore,
to create sanctuaries only in far away places., Lwvery bit

of open land, suitably planted and landscaped, can become
_the abode of interesting avians. In the MarchwApril issue,
K.K. Neelakantan wrote about the heronry in Trivandrum. The
Bulletin of the Madras Naturalists Society of May '84
describes the SimpsonEstate Heronry, and this is reproduced
in" this issue.
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Polygamy and polygyny in Tengmalm's owl Aegolius funereug:

The latest issue of Ornis Fennica, Vol,.60 No,3, 1983, contains
a report on Polygamy in these owls. This is a species which
has been occagionally found in India, during the migratory
Season. -Apparently, there are 2 kinds of polygamy, viz,
‘Harem polygamy and successive polygamy, which is sometimes
lmown as restricted monogamy, By marking the pair of birds on
the nest, it was found that the interval between the first and
second clutches was about 20 days, so that this was probably

a case Of successive . polygyny. In another case, 2 male was
tempted into a trap at a distance of 900 metres from the
nest, and since the 2 nests were at a distance of 3 km from
each other, it was clear that polyterritorial polygyny was
nvelyed,t o o e

:édéhlinterééting;data can, unfortunately, only be
obtained by the marking and trapping of birds - something
which is beyond the scope of the ordinary birdwatcher.

ing Bangelore city pushes out its birds by §,Subramanys,
fntomology Divigion, University of A ricul tural Sciences,
‘Bangalore 24: Bangalore, with a growth rate of 2 percent is
~ India's fastest growing city, Because of the pleassnt weather
and business oppcrtunities it offers, people from all over
the country are flocking into this much famed 'Garden aiby’',
The population which was about 25 lakhs in 1978 has increased
to over 32 lakhs in a span of six years, Faced with the
problem of housing the ever-growing population, the Bangal ore
Development Authority has acquired most of the cultivated lsnds
on. the outskirts of the city and converted them into building
sites for distribution among the public, Today, the terrain
which once was a rolling stretch of green fields inter-. . -
spersed with trees and shrubs has s barren look and +housands
of houses aré being built in these denuded areas.

The outskirts of Rajajinagar is one such area, which
once abounded in Acacia, Tamarind, Pongamia and Erythrina
trees hedgerows and bushes. Where a moming walk would
once yield-to an observer not less than 50 species of birds,
one can now find hardly a dozen, Till 1980 one could see
the shrikes (the Grey, Laniug excubitor; Rufous backed,
L.gchach’and Baybacked, L.vittatus) almost throughout the
year with the grey species being somewhat less common, The
trees and bushes from which they surveyed the surroundings
for food have disappeared and all the three species of
shrikes have become very rare, In 1983 the rufous backed
shrike was seen only for about a fortnight in early October.




* The growth of Bangalore City has @lso removed g . e
pair of Redheaded merling (Falco chicguera) from Rajejinagar,
where they had nested for thpee successive seasons Iyom
1978-1981. The merlins had appropriated crows nestg on a
tsll casuarina tree. In the 1979-80 season @ nest pnder
construction by jungle Crows was in fact misappropriated,

The nest tree was situated in a dengely populated residential
locality but the falcons roamed the surrounding €xpanse of
open cultivated fields hunting for their food, Their maipn
prey was house sparrows but they were seen feeding on a

small green bee—eater (Merops orientalis, a redrumped swallow
(Eirundo daurica), @ warbler (Acrocephalus sp.) a bat and

on a few occagions the male returned trom foraging with
pipits (Anthus novaegeelandiae) found in the grass meadows
and uncultivated fields,

The pair raised a brood of three during 1978-79 and
of four during 1979-80 season, The number of youig in
the 1980-81 brood is not known, but the pair had one young
.bird with them when I returned to Rajajinagar after an years!'
absence. Daring 1981-82 the paixr. did not breed at the \
gite,; even though they kept visiting it occasionally, They
wexe last-seen at the tree in COctober 1982, By late 1980,
a number of houses started coming up in all the five large
open areas which the merlins frequentéd to gather thelr food,
With thesc foraging arcas being broken up; the merlins must
have decided to abandon the nest site, :

gome obgervations on the apparent decrease in numbers of_the
Northern Roller or Blue Jay (Coracius benghalenis benghalensis)
By Dr.(Miss)bamida seiduzzafar, Gul-c—Rana, Aligarh: Over the
Tast twenty years I have been travelling by car from.Aligarh
to Delhi =znd back by the Grand Tpunk Road (G,T,R0ad) fairly
often, and usually in the momings between 6 to 10 a.m.
Apart from crows and mynahs, the parakeets, drongoes, dOVeES,
white-breasted kingfishers, and blue jays are the birds most
commonly seen and identified, sitting on telegraph poles
or wires running parallel to the road for about 85 miles,
From among these the blue jays (Coracius benghalensis
benghalensis) are by far the most colourful s=nd sgpectacular
in flight, and catch the eye as they fly up or dowm to
catch *their morning preakfast! Around 1965-66, to amuse = =
my young nephew (who was getting interested in birdewatching),
he and T used %o count these blue jays and I remember noting
down our tally, which varied between 60 to 80 birds between
Aligarh and Delhi. ;




About a decade later around 1976 I once idly did a
count again and was -surprised that I couldn't see more than
30s 1 reported this to Salim Ali the same year, but he

~ didn*t give it much importance, because he said their
numbers would vary depending on the seasons and the time
of day; and had I taken these factors into account? The
time of day was mostly the same, but I had not paid
attention to the seasons and couldn't find my old notes
at that time: so I thought that my observatims were
probgbly fallacious, and that I was just chasing a
'vred herring'! rather than blue jayl

“Around 1980-~82 I again travelled many times to Delhi
by car, and this time I did the counts again, earefully
noting the seasons as well as time of day, The count
remained between 25 to 35, so I began to.look around more
carefully also on other routes, €,3, t0o Narora and back,
The impression persisted that these birds were on the
decrease, dJune of 1982 brought a degvastating tornado-
like storm in this region, which swept acress the belt
between Khurje and Ghaziabad, bringing down a great
number of old and very big trees, The absence of these

~ big 0ld trees have left large gaps on the roadside, and

. many trees have dried up, All new roadside plantatim by
the Forest Department is of Bucalyptus only, md I cannot
see any of the shady trees being replaced ~ ag such.

‘ . It ig also a fagt that the density and noisge of
~»  traffic on this highway has increased at least three -~ or
~four-fold since 1965, 50, this year, 1984, when I again
- remembered to count my blue jays, travelling to Delhi on
three occasions within two weeks I was quite shocked %o
find my count was down to 6,10, and 12, respectively on
these 3 morning journeys, - .

. Whatever other reasons there may be, I am now quite

convinced that this bird is decreasing in numbers in
thig region. However, this impression needs systematic and
aceurate verification, because the blue jay is said o be
g useful bird from the agriculturist's point of view on
account of the large number of insect~pests which it
consumes, ' I sincerely hope that my idea is incorrect, and
that the birds have simply changed their perches, and gone

-Urther afield, away from the roadside noise and telegraph
" wires. : : : : :




Spoonbillg in the Poona digtrict by Taej Mundiur, »
124/9, Erandsvans, Poona 411004: The NPB Jan, /Feb.1984,
Garried a note by Mr.Anil Mzhabal on the record of
Spoenbills in the Poona district. This prompted me

to0 check out my notes and I found the following two
notese. : s S : :

: - On 25%th Jan.198l, Dr.Vivek Paranjape and I visited
" Matoba lake, about 6 km after Yavat on the left, fthe
% 1atter which is around 45 km from Poona on the highway
ko Sholapub,. ‘

We saw 2 fairly  large number of birds-in and around

" $he Jake, The first birds o catch our: attention were
“fhogks of common sandgrouse that landed at the waters

edge, drank whter and took off, %0 be replaced by the next
in the line. The ducks seen included spotbill, nukta,
pintail, shovellor, common pochard,tufted pochard, a single
painted stork with a broken leg, white necked stork(2),
‘openbill stork(29), white ibis, black winged stilts, larsge
egrets, little egrets, cattle egrets, pond herons, green-—
shenk, 1little ringed plovers, common Sandpipers, green sand=-~
piper, little grebes md cootd. The terns sighted included
the river tern, Indian whiskered tern and the-gullbilled

_tern. On the shores we saw yellow wattled lapwings, red

‘wattled lapwings and Indian courserss

Three birds of interest include the curlew, which

" we saw a pair of; three flamingos (Phoenicopterus roseus )
one adult and two smaller birds, presumably juveniles and
spoonbill (10). This record of the flamingos joins the list

of earlier reports. Recently NMr.Mahabal, in NFB Sept/0ct.1983
covered this'bird at length. ’ e

On 20th Feb.1982, Mr.Avadhut Bapat and I visited three
lakes on the Sholapur _ highway and the following is
what we saw.. e ,

1, Patas lake: grey herons (%), Shovellors, pintail, white-
eyed pochard, garganey, common teal, coots in the lake,
along the shores there were a few black winged stilts,
little ringed plovers, a single greenshank, and a single
desert wheatear (Oenanthe deserti), the last bird I believe,
is not ‘encountered with too often in these parts.

2, Patas village lake: Brahminy duck (4), white necked
stork(7) river terns (2), greenshank aid redshank were

not counted, : »

%, Matoba lake: openbill stork(29), brahminy duck(30),
pintail, shovellor, spotbill duck, wigeon(8), a single
juvenile painted stork that kept in close company with




7 White”neékgd_s%orks”(PléaSe7réfer to A, Bapat in NFB
March*April‘l982).and‘finally spoonbills, 4 group of seven
individual s which.fedyabﬁut’the openbill storks, Tt

~ So, apparently these spoonbills have been seen in
the Poona district as early as 1981, and there seems 10
be no reason why they needn't have been there earlier too,
the conditions of the lake remaining the same,

s e e T e e

' o habitat!' end 'Single habitat' preference in some

vlbizéﬁ_ig_mgi;ggxggbx;éaﬁa_ghgKxaz@rﬁhx4_592¢E§hxiwhahghmi
Nalayam, LI Stage, Rajajinagar, Banealore 500 093
Consideration of habitat preference is of great
importance in bird conservation, Percent sightings of
birds in different areas over a long period may indicate
their’ preference for different habitats, However, if
birds are regularly monitored at a place with different
habitats, species frequenting =21l habitats ('no habitat'
preference) or a habitat ('single habitat' preference)may
be located. Such habitat preference in some birds, in
Mudigere is shown in. Table ~1, ‘ :

Table 1: Habitat preference in some birds, in Mudigere
© - ag indicated by 30 outings from Nov,'83 to
Mar.1984. - i

- Birds frequenting Birds frequenting a single
a1l habitats “ ‘habita

1, Red whiskered bulbul = 1)Fairy blue bird
o Juhgle érow © ' = 2)Paradise fliyeatcher
| - ' B)Nilgiri?verditer flycatcher
4)Black naped blue flycatcher
- 5)Large wood ghrike
6)Green billed Mal khowah
7)Chesnut headed beemeater

»  Red whiskered bulbul and jungle crow frequented all
habitats, viz. well wooded areas, lightly wooded areas,




scrub, coffeeg plantations and paddy fields. Eight others
(table 1) frequented a single habitat in the presence of
other habitats, Any change/disturbance to habitat is
therefore likely to drastically affect 'single habitat!
birds., This is because 'single habitat' species tend to
be selective in choosing a habitat, Consequently, red
whiskered bulbul and jungle crow will not be so much
affected, béeause of their adaptability to a wide range

of habitats. .

The Simpson Estate Heronry —~ by a member: The Simpson i
Estate Heronry has been in existence since the early 1960's
It is located at Semb¥am, in North Madras and is about 6 km
from the Perambur 'Reilway Station,  The approach is through
the main gate of this industrial estate s e

The nesting area is roughly a square piege of flat
ground, about 400! x 400', Two fair—sized tamarind trees and
over 30-40 neem trees form the core of the herdnry, It is8
protected on 3 sides by a stockade of thornbushes which
offer a second line of nest platform, used by late-
breeding egrets, The trees lining the roads inside the:
egtate are not favoured nestwsites, They provide nest
materials such as twigs, leaves etG, ~

The night heron (N nycticorax) has been the earliest
coloniser, From about 30 pairs in early sixties, their
population had touched the 1000+ mark in carly 1984, TE 48
perhaps the most prolific breeder in the heronry.

The little cormorant (P,niger) has been a recent addition,
About 100 pairs colonised the heronry in late 1982 and
commenced breeding,’ In early 1984 about 1000 birds were
counted while returning to roost, A4 30 percent dip in the
population was noticed in mid-February, After some fluctu-
ation, the population seems to have levelled at 600+ in
late March 1984, The reason for the fluctuation in the
population is not clear, The breeding behaviour of the
birds is conditioned by the monsoon rains and the cormorants
are imown to wander a great deal locally, influenced: by
the availability of large reservoirs of water, Their,
wanderings could perhaps account for the fluctuation,

The arrival, breeding =nd fluctuation pattern of the
Shag (P.fuscicolis) parallels that of the cormorant, About
50-60 birds could be o fair assessment of their present,
. Dopulation in the heronry. As most of the birds have #0ne
to the end of their nesting scason, these birdsg are
presumably roosting in the estate.




About 10 pairs of large egrets (E.alba) were observed
desting in November, 1983, In early -January about 200
birds were to be seen. A% pregent about 50-60 of them
return regularly to roost. ,

The 1ittle egret (E.garzetta) has been another new
. addition to the heronry. About 10 breeding pairs were '
observed in September,’ having coloniged the egtate sinee
_August, 1983. There was a speetacular increase in their
numbers and in early January 184, there were 800+ of
these beautiful birds. Currently, there are azbout 450=500
birds, few of them still nesting.

Critical identification of the median egret (Eyintermedia)
as a nesting bird was possible only in mid. March '84, TwO
pairs were noticed breeding with little egrets, '

Apart from these birds, known to nest at the heronry,
there have been some visitors, which might settle down tO
breed in the near future. . They are: The Grey herom,
white ibis—four birds had wisited the estate on a1 Lol
and the pond heron. '

The main feeding grounds of these nesting waterbirds
appear to be 1ocated well outside the cgtate, There gre
several lakes in the near vicinity such as Manali,
Madhavaram, Rettai eri, Red nills etc., which could be
utilised by the birds.

A large lily pond, about 10 feet deep, attracts a
large number (70-80) Pond herons. A large number of
immsture night .herons, little and large egrets and a few
cormorants congregate here daily for feedings. The pond
algo provides an ideal habitat for a pair of white-
breasted waterhen, which have raised a brood here in
198%, Since early Feb. this year, a pair of Dabchicks
(P.ruficollis) have been observed regularly., They have
successfully nested and raiscd a family of 3 young ones.

The pheasant—-tailed jacana used to. be seen at the pond.
Three species of king fishers the pied, small blue and the
hite-breasted are regular inhabitants. :

There is not, apparently, much predation at the.
heronry. Predation, if any, could be from pariah and
- brahminy kites, seen hovering about, during the peak of
the breeding season . A few feral cats seen in the
neighbourhood may also -pose some hazard.. Human predation
is nil, (2?2? — Editors). : -

: : . "AC = : i i
l



The heronry owes its exi stence to_the keen interest
in wildlife and conservation evinced by: the Vice—Chairman
of the Simpson Group Companies, Mr, A,Kxi shnamur thy, :
Mr.T.A., Gwynne and Mr.Ratnam of the Sembiam Estate are
also deeply committed to the protection of these birds.
The vigilance of the security staff ensures protection
from human predation. : E

The credit for discovering -the site goes 10 the
Night herons, the cormorants and the egrets which cashed
in on the security and privacy aveilable in the estatie
and settled to breed. = :

orrespondence

irds and Bees by Raniit R.J.Daniels, Centre for

Boological Sciences, girsi 581 402: An offen reported ,
observation is that the small green bee—eater, wherever they
are common, are a niiisance -0 beefkeepers.‘mhough I have
never seen these bee—eaters in action, In & bee—-farm, 1

have heard people say that the birds perch conviently on
posss near the hives and destroy all bees flying in and
out. This seems true as I have seen chestnut—headed bee-
eaters and other birds take the wild honey bees from their
hives in the forests here., ‘ : \ - =

The wild rock bees (Apis dorgata) are probably the
most ferocious of all Indian bees. Its quite common to
see large hives hamging down from tall buildings, rocks
or trees not only in forests, bul in urban areas too. An
American-friend, who was working on these ‘bees, for his
thesis, in Sirsi, often told.me that the che stnut—headed
bee~eaters regularly feast on these bees., According to
him 2 bird delibrately flies to the hive flushing the
resting bees and flies back with at leasgt 2 few angry bees
following it. The flying bees then fall prey to the rest,
of the flock. I could not fully accept his account on
bee—eater behaviour till I could see it myself. On a few
occasions in places around Sirsi, I have seen chegtnut—
headed bee—eaters and grey drongos collect in large flocks
around these rock bee-hives and from morning till evening
feast on the bees. Once 2 pair of hill mynes were at it
too, Hach bird flies %o the hive and comes back to post
with o bee in its beak. I did not actually see the
"Teader bird' flushing bees and the rest snapping away in
the air. Still, since my friend has spent a much longer
+ime than I ever can with the bees and bee—eaters, his




observations cannot be ruled. out totally. .Such .
behaviour 1is wnderstandable as the bees definitely will
get provoked by a bird ramming into the hive or flying -
%oo close to it amnd, chase the bird, only to their d oom,
However this need not straight away be called a
delibrate action on the birds part.

Bamboo nestboxes by Dr.Joseph George, 189 Firgh Cross Rd 4y
Mzhatakshmi Layout, Tenealore 560 086: The Lditor has drawn
~oftontion in the April-May 1934 Newsletter for Birdwatchers

to the:suitability of bamboo for artificial nesting sites

for hole—nesting birds.

An important precaution to take with bamboo is not
£o0 use nestboxes that have split down the entrance hole,
Birds may get caught by the leg in the split,

Freshly cut green bamboo can easily be treated with
o preservative consisting of copper sulphate and sodium
dichromate so that the treated nestboxes w1l last several

Convert. the freshly cut green bamboo into cort lengths

of 150 centimatres or less ‘and let them stand on end in a
trough containing a solution of the preservative to a

depth of say 25 cm, After seven deys, remove the bamboo
from he trough and let them dry in the shade, The
preservative solution ig prepared by dissolving 5 kg .
copper .sulphate and 5 kg sodium dichromate in 100 litres

of water to which-250 grams glacial acetic acid had been
added,. : : o

I+ may .once again be emphasised that this method of
preservative treatment ig effective: only for freshly cut
green bamboo. : :

Miscexlanéoggwpbservatioh§ by Harkirad §LSanghaL>C/o SePe

et Fs v

Residence, Siker—55200L, Rajasvhans

Birding in Tripura: I got the opportunity of visiting
Tripura when my father was the Commanding Officer of the
Rajasthan Armed Constabulary posted at various places in
the State. I stayed there for a month (Januery 14 - .
Februwary 13, 1982}, 1 visited not only the important towns
but =l s0 inaccessible places where the jawans were posted.,
What struck me was the absence Of house CTOWS (Corvus

(Rt

splendens). Ixcept 2t Agartala, the largest towm in the




State, where I counted 10 one afternoon, they are absent
around cities, towns, and villages. Perhaps the good
senitation of the state is responsible for it. The
scavenger thus finds it unsuitable to live: there, However,
jungle crows are common,

Bucalyptus and birds: Since Jenuary 1984, I have been
observing the utility of this tree for birds without = . .
bothering about studying other ecological factors, In ny
bungal ow compound there are five eucalyptus trees, Among
the birds which use them for perching are redvented bulbul,
common mynah, ring dove (zlso during couriship omce),

purple sunbird, green bee-eater, house crow, coppersmith,
end robin. During February, white eyes hunted energeti-
cally among their foliage.

In western Deélhi, I once saw more than 15 cattle
egrets on one eucalyptus tree, Here I might also mention
that baya has been reported to have selected eucalyptus for
nesting (Newsletter, April 1980).

In April, I was in Meerut and had the opportunity of
visiting Bisola Village where Sondhi brothers own a 200
acre farm. Their 'forest! has more than 2 lakh trees of
eucalyptus and subabul., There, at dusk, I found king
crows very active, I was told that the birds are
increasing on the farm, e

Black periridee in Gangsnagar digtrict, Rajasthan: Today,
in the irrigated areas of Gangenagar district, black ‘
partridge (Francolinus francolinus)is a common game bird,
This was not s0 in 1920, The early settlers, including
my grandfather, who came from the Punjab, where This game
bird ig common, did not find it in the district, With
the coming of the Ganga Canal, in the late twenties, jhe
landscape completely changed, During the thirties and
forties, the presence of this bird was felt, but it

was not common, Today, it affects well-watered tracts

of the district and possibly it is spreading southwards. .

Occurrance of the glossy ibig at Bedanthangal by '
Gift Siromoney, Madras Chrigtian College, Tambaram 600059 :
In the January-February issue of the Newsletter (1984) :
Mr,R.Kannan reported having seen a pair of glossy ibises
on a Barringtonia tree in Vedanthangal, and asked the
readers whether the birds had been seen before at
Vedenthangal., He also mentioned that the checklist
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prepared by the Forest Department contains the black ibis
but not the glossy ibis. In February 1968 Mr.R.A,Stewart
Melluish had seen more than twenty glossy ibises in the
Madurantakam tank which is very close to Vedanthangal,
His letter to the editor was published in the March issue
of the Newsletter for Birdwatchers. In the June issue of
same year Mr.S.K.Reeves sent his comments on the glossy
ibis, which according to Baker and Inglis(Birds of
Southern India) is a permanent resident in the well-
watered districts and found near large tanks,

On February 23, 1979 I visited Vedenthangal and saw
three glossy ibises dipping themselves in the water near
the far end of the tank. It was about 2 pm and the birds
were gone after a short while. When I visited Vedanthangal
again a few weeks later I did not see them,

The glossy ibis can easily be mistaken for the better
known black ibis which generally does not occur in Tamil
Nadu. However Badsha in his Checklist of birds of Tamil
Nadu has recorded the black ibis (at Cuddalore) but not
the glossy ibis. We have to keep a close watch for these
facinating birds at Madurantakam and Vedanthangal .

Courtship digplay in Gadwall,(Anag strepera) by Arun Kumar
Banerjee, Research Tellow, Wildlife Project Gir, Depariment
of Biosciences, Saurshitra University, Rajkot=360005,Gujarat:
On 25,.,1.84 in the bright sunlight of a cold winter day
while I was observing the Demoiselle and CommoOn cranes
gathering on the shore of the Nyari Dam reservoir, situated
on the outskirts of the Rajkot city in the rural habitat, for
roosting, I came aeross a flock of active gadwalls,
Suddenly some reared up out of the water and some appeared
50 be charging others. These are one of our commonest
wintering ducks. Both Pakistan, Nepal, all India, lessening
progressively southwards. Affects reedy marshes and jheels,
large and smell with plenty of cover; open—water spread of
dammed reservoirs only occasionally as daytime refuges
(Salim Ali 1968). To have a closer observation I focussed
my telescope (45 x) on them. Tive males were swimming with
their heads drawn in, the feathers ruffed, the body shaking
repeatedly. As the tension increases, two of the drakes
rear up, arch. this heads forward, and rake their bill
acrogs the water. Then with the bill pressed to their
breast, slowly sink back to the water., This display was
accompanied with a low courtship call and was followed by
still another display, in which the male throws his head
back in an arched position and Jjerks it abruptily upward.
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Erecting and spreading the tail feathers vertically and
1ifting the wing coverts g@xposing the black and white
speculum ‘the drakes turn towards the . two females which
were a little far from the group of males. Then the
drakes lowering their heads and stretching their heads and
necks forward just above the surface of the water swim

in rapid circles around the femles. The brown feathered
hens with necks arched =nd heads pointed towardsthe

water move their heads back and forth, from front to side.,
Thig display was often acompanied by short spurts of
attack. This courtship display was similar to that of
mallards. Other surface feeding ducks have a similax
behaviour pattern but with a number of variations.

Birds of Sili Forest , Solan, H.P. by Rathin Mukherjee
and_Mahosh Ohendra, Hizh Altitude zZoology Field Station,
Zoological survey of lndia, Solam, Himgchal Pradesh
752124 The BIT%En“g“amt State, on simla—Kalka Road, is
Solan today. In fact Solan is: the name of a small
village, with a few huts, around the temple of Durge,
locally known as Solan Debi. gili forest begins from
this village, extending over 20 km, upto a hill stream
named Ashwani Khud — the main water source of the
present township. Though Kalaghat is the nuclear

point of the forest, with the Forest Department Institute,
offices, nursery, etc., the name of the forest ig after a
small village, Sili.

This forest is rich in primary growth of chil, kait,
birch, fir, and spruce. Lately, secandary plantations
of ash, wrieties of oak, Quercus incana, Exixinug lanceolata,
Pinug roxburghii, Shores robugta, Sexelus gp. etc,, on
an experimental, trial basis, have been initiated by the State
Forest Department, zlong with willow and fir.

During the early summer of 1970, when I settled
here, I used to have my moming and afternoon gtrolls in
this forest, upte il village, 1 enjoyed every footstep,
The jeepable tract in the forest was used only by the
Forest Department, and, somebimes, by the P.W,D., Water
supply department. However, once heavy trucks started
using this semi-metalled road, the entire biosphere was
faced with disaster.

The species Pyrrhocorax P, himalayanus are still
found in this forest. During the summer of 1979, when
Grestner was at Chail for field training, the occurrence
of this species was pointed out to him, because 316 never
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frequented such low elevations. Similarly, when
Dr.Biswamoy Biswas and Dr.B.S. Lamba were present here,
for a workshop, they were informed about this occurrence.
But, due to radical changes in the existing ecology ‘
because of the constructlon of new roads, I could not
locate the flock to prove to them that my report was
authentlc.‘ - :

When ' Mr.K L Mehta was ﬁhe State w1ldllfe Warden, in
1970, game birds were strictly protected, -The old .
jeepable road winding through the forest, with tall "

lof ty trees with thick and dense undergrowth of fern

and shady moist bushes, were ideal shelter for the
kalij, cheer pheasant, catreus wallichi, even koklas,
while 000331ona11y, chukur were algo observed in the
upper: ranges of Chall. P

, mhe veteran and seasoned naturalist and tax1dermlst
Mr.C,L .Hitehgi, still remembers some unique blrds which
he hzsd collected from this reglon. ,

: Prev1ously, this reglon'was wnder U, Py in Mahashu
district. In 1971, Himachal Pradesh received Statehood,
and new dlstrlcts were created, of which one was Solan
district, with its headquarters in this town. As 2
*result of this, road construction, increase of
population, and setting up of new egtablishments, became
the maaor factors for the dlsbalanclng of the tODOgraphy.

1t is now very rare to sece hoopoes, redbllled magpies,
pekin robins' or the great himalayan barbe‘b in this region;
species which were so plentiful before. The only find e
worth mentioning, ,was collected and recorded in this decade,
- from Happy Valley, about 2 furlongs from my laboratory, by
Drs.Raj Tilak snd A.Tyagi, in November 1975. It was a
really lovely specimen of the Cushat or the eagtern
. woodpigeon (Colimba palumbris casiotis (Bonaparte)).
It was a really remarkable collectim, congidering the
fact that this is only the second recorded collectim
from the Simla Hills region, the other being in 1880 when
one was recorded by Hume.. we are stlll in quest of
another spe01men. '

—— ==

Re-fox:matlon _of Delhi B B.l_z_ﬂatchlx_na_s_g;__x M_M
Bhutani, ZO=DA§JS Office, 468 Bankener, Nar~la&_gelh1-§9
You might be aware of the Delhi Blrdwatchlng Society, It
stopped functioning in 1971. However, now, some young
~ enthusiastic persons of Delhi have reformed it. It is .
_pow knowvn as the Delhl Ares Birdwatchlng Society(DABS)
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It also has released its first quarterly newsletter -
DABCHICK. I shall be grateful if you kindly publish
this piece: of information in your Newsletter.

Those who are deeply concerned with birdwatching,
might be aware of the Delhi Birdwatc¢hing Society which
existed since the second half of this century. It was
founded, in 1950, by Mr.Horace Alexander amd Lt.Gen. :
Harold Williams. Mrs.Usha Ganguli wasg an active member in
the late sixties, But after her death, in 1970, it
started defunctioning and ultimately stopped completely.

It was strongly felt by the active birdwatchers of
Delhi, to have a birdwatchers.club or some such thing.
Mr.Suresh C.Sharma, an active birdwatcher and nature
lover, had studied a lot about the Delhi Birdwatching
Society. He was very interested in the formation of a
Birdwatchers Club., In course of time, he decided to
rejuvenate the defunct society. Ever since 1979, he had
approached top officials for informatim about the Society,
but did not get any response, After long and strenuous
efforts, his perseverance bore fruit and in June 1982,
Suresgh announced the formation of the Delhi Birdwatching
Club though the actual inauguratio of the same took plage
only on 18th December 1983. : _

v Initially the membership was only 8 or 9, who were
keen birdwatchers, but slowly the number swelled, and
- toddy stands at 50, There are 8 members on the Editorial
. Board- of the Newsletter. Mr.Suresh C,Sharma is the Editor
of the Society (DABS), which, I think is most. appropriate.
‘He is:a clerk in the Sena Bhawan in Delhi, and resides in
a .small town in Sonipat. He has devoted 2 good part of
hig life and earnings to his hobby and to the Society.
I, on behalf of DABS, request all birdwatchers to become
members of this Society and share their kmowledge with us.

The DABS has been organising short trips, ever
since its inception, %o nearby ponds or rivers, like Drain
No.8 (Sonipat), Sultanpur Bird Sanctuary, Delhi Zoo,
Hindon River (Gaziabad?, Badkal Lake (Faridabad), etc.
More trips will be organized in the near future. The
quarterly publication of DABS, viz.DABCHICK, has an
annual membership fee of B,10/—~ only, which includes

~4 free issues t0 new subscribers. For-detailed = .. _
information about it, please contact Mr.Suresh C.Sharma,
Old Rohtak Road, Gokal Nagar, Sonipat, or Mr.Gulshen
Arora, DABS Office, 468, Bankener, Narela, Delhi = 40.




B inted sandgrouse alt Katrai Ghat, Pupe by Taej Mundkur,
;g&29Lﬂgrandavaggé_gggg_gglggg: The heat has nearly
brought all birding to a halt. But I was able to go

to the Katraj Ghat, where we watched 7 painted
sendgrouse come to 2 waterhole, to drink water, just
after dusk.

problems of & birdwatcher in Punjab by_Sukhdershan Kumar,
C/o_Dr.K.K.Sharma, P.0. Talwandi, Sabo district 151302,
(Bhatinda_district)., Punjab: I have received a copy of
"Sadey Panechi' your book on birés, in Punjabi. Thanks
for sending it to me because it will help my friends who
are interested in birds and birdwatching. Could you
please provide me with some advice. As you know, the
situation in Punjab is grave. The police always stop
me whenever I am on my way to watch birds. They enquire
about my iden*tity card for birdwatching. In fact they
do not berieve that I am after such an inneceent pursuit,
Please tell me what I should do. Once, 2 policeman even
relieved me of my minolta camera and binoculars., Could
there be provision for the issuvance of an identity

card for Birdwatchers? Particularly in yiew of the

fact that I intend to publish a book on birds) Please

do the needful, so that 1 can wander freely in the fields
of the Punjb in pursuit of my task, without the
intervention of the police,
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Must we choose between a world without paper
and a world without forests?

There is another alternative —

THE MPM ALTERNATIVE
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Did you know ?

Did you know ? That for the first time in India,
MPM is setting up an Integrated
Paper-Sugar project. MPM’s
existing boilers will provide the
energy for the 2500 tcd Sugar
Mill so that bagasse, the residue
of the sugar industry, generally
*That each morning 116 bamboo : used as fuel, will be put to a better
and 30 eucalyptus trees are use —making paper. Thereby
delivered at the doorstep of every saving precious forest resources,
100 readers in the form of their
16-page newspaper ?

*That everytime 530 students in
a school buy one exercise book
each, 40 bamboo or 4 eucalyptus
trees have to be cut duwn to
produce them ?

For the first time in India, too,
MPM is making a large scale
*That millions of trees are cut £3 attempt to apply modern
down every year to meet India’s : management techniques in the
present requirements of 12 lakh development of forests. 1500
tonnes of writing, printing, % 0 hectares have already been

packaging and other varieties of planted. 14,000 hectares will be
paper? planted in the next five years. We

sow teday — so we may reap
tomorrow !

MPM: where growth is a mater of responsibility!
And figures! In 1979, MPM’s production capacity was 24,000 t.p.a. of writing and
printing paper. Today itis 112,000 t.p.a. — 75,000 t.p.a. of newsprint and 37,000 t.p.a.
of other varieties of paper.

THEMYSORE PAPER IMHIS LIMITED

| Regd. Office: 16/4, Ali Asker Road, Bangalore 560 052.
Mills : Bhadravati (Shimoga District), Karnataka State.

Manufacturers of:
Creamwove, azurelaids, duplicating, bonds, printing, krafts, manilia, pulp boards, newsprint.
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