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February 3, 1995

Mr. Jay Samant, Director
Bombay Natural History Society
Hornbill House

Dr. Salim Ali Chawk

Shaheed Bhagat Singh Road
Bombay 400 023

INDIA

Dear Mr . Samant,

Thank you very much for your lette® of December 24. We are
looking farward to collaborating with BNHS in honoring the
Centenary Birth of Dr. Salim Ali through an international

iconference on cranes and wetlands that might convene in India in
“early January,

1996

the population of Siberian Cranes that spends the
A second group that winters in

As you know,
winter in India®*is almost gone.
Iran is reduced to 7 individuals. ' To address the problems facing
these western populations of -Siberian Cranes, ICF and Russian
colleagues, in consort with the'.Bonn Convention on Migratory
Animals, drafted a Memorandum of Understanding Concerning
Conservation Measures for the Siberian Crane (MoU). Pakistan. has
agreéd to h®ld the document@® of this MoU, and it has been signed
by Irapq Pakistan anq Russics - Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
TurRmenistan, Azerbaijan and India have indicated an interest in
signing. Contact has yet to established with authorities in
Afghanistan.

I wish to propose Shat a' meeting of the range states of the :.
western population of cranes be gonvened in India in consort with
the proposed international conference on cranes and wetlands.
Nations that have not as yet signed the Moﬁiwill be encouraged to
endorse it.
Siberian Crane (now being dréfped by Ehe Rugsiians) can e
discussed and revised. Conservation objectives can be;diScussed
and prioritized for implemensapion.' :
In addition to comprehensiwve d?%cussioﬁ sxbout, Siberian Cranes,
the conference would provide %®n Ypp@rtunitVy. for the p¥resentation
reports on other crane resc@edh 8@nd conservation activities

he subcontinent. Some potentiaf‘pmesenters and Eepics dre listed
on the attached enclosure, and more names artd titles can be .
provided by Dr. Rishad Pravez (addrgss be%pr and Prakash Gole.
In addit®n, BECE can prowvide the namgi.aﬁd aﬁdresseszof erane
researchers around ghe world whom BNHS €Tan tl ¢
attend ence dnd pr RN } k
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Over a decade has rapid&y past
celebraring the centena Mol BNEE
WorKkshop eonvened at Bharatpur

followed by

y By Ronald Sawey. Ph D (1998& 198 7) and George Archrbald, Ph.D
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Durinqﬁihis historic meeting, "a Recovery Plan fof theas *



Dr. Salim Ali‘'s visit to ICF in July of 1984. The very dajgle v181ted LCEy
Siberian Crane chick hatched in our incubator. We named the downy ydungster
"Dr. Sahib" and we were a bit disappointed when it turned out  to be :female.
Today "Dr. Sahib" is ene of the six reproductively active Slberlan Cranes at
ICF. One of her chicks 'is destined for release with the wild- Lranes AneTran .
Who knows, .perhaps offspring of "Dr. Sahib" will also mount the Skies Dver
India. That's yet another reason why our work together contlnues to be'so
very important.

.

I am looking forward to hearing from you in the near future.

Sincerely yours,

INTERNATIONAL CRANE FOUNDATION

,/{;Q44£§£/»

George Archibald
Director

GA:jz

Enclosure

al




1 i
L >} -z’&,j PAY - sy

CRANE FROJECTS FOR INDIA

SIEBERIAN CRANES
Ob jectives:

s Locate SiberiandCranes that mav be Wintering extralimital to
Feol adec NMatianal Fark (ENFD).

derial surveys, followed by groung aurveys, will be-made
over probable sites in January =tFebruary 1990,

Frakash will Fedbrwi 11

“discuss project with provide maps
ENHS and the GOI, . -
assist with bath
aerial and ground
surveys as requested

a3 o

Bulster existing pnpu]atlun and manitor migration by
releaglnq captive~“rgared cranes with the wild franes.

Techniques for rearing and Veleaging taptive cranes into

the wild will be developed by (a) training twu,Ind%éuqu i

CENF, BNHE) at ICF during the summer of 1330 m@g. rearing
and releasing several Sarus Cranes at ENF during summer of
1998, (#3 releasing ICF-produced Siberian Cranes at ENF in
autumn of 1331, and (& Emporting Siberian Crane egas 'from
ICF and/or USSE for hatching, rearing and releasing at ENR
i BUEIERE

Techniques for the radiggmarking and satellite—-tracing of
Siberian{“vahes will be%_éveluped by (a%/gu(%na the winter
ot 1383~;E§ test%@q th ‘é@hnlques e Lsing Sarus Cranes
and—then Senmonss , ﬁﬁﬁardt and (b)) radio marking
captive= rearpd'Sle".' ;;énég rel@a sedaat ENF in 1991 and

1392, %

Frakash will ; LEE w111

discuss projects with ‘traln Indlahs e giE

BENHS, Fajastan and G0OI, ’ .send advisor -tao ENF to

help select trainees, "-: 'Va5 sist with rearing

adyice as to conﬁtructiﬁh‘r':faciiities, send

oficrane—-rearing facilities Siberian Crane egas or

at ENF, help coordinate o Juveniles to ENF, provide

radic—-telemetry studies ~radic telemetry equipment

¥ ¥ and staff to assist with

migration studies
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BLACK~-NECEED CRANES

Ob jectives:

s Locate wintering qgrounds of as vet unknowr flocks that may
winter in Arumachal Fradash.

In collabaration with the military, survey all valleys
east of Bhutan and west of nothern Burma.

Frakash will TR g 1l

. A
7{\"’/‘
ﬁﬂﬁ coordinate surveys with provide maps
N ENHS and the army

= Frotect in Ladalkib, wetlands that %re critical breeding
breedinq habifat for cranes.

Netlénd;dmﬁsk be gazetted, monitored and protected as
reserves. CEN

SEAE . e v TOF owilde

urge JE and GOI to write suppaort letters
take action

S CRANES

-
Gole’s &893 report, wetlands desiagnated

Rased on Frakash
& to Sarus Cranes should be gazetted,

of major importanc
monitored, and protectid.

ified and protected.

habitats for cranes id

Regions not yet SLlrveyj -Hbuld be surveyed and critieal
t
&

COMMON AND DEMOISELLE CREANES

Ob jective: _ \ !@ﬁ‘

&

Dete?mine the main wintering areas and numbers of cranes
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GHENERAL

Ob jectives:

.

their wintering

Monitor and protect Siberian Cranes o
arounds and Black-necked Lranes o both breeding and

wintering grounds.

Increase public awareness of cranes.

A colorful field guide to the crangs Wwill heighten public
interest in helping the cranes. Frakash has written this
backlet, David Rankin has agreed to ilbtustrate it, and GO
has provide support for ite publication.




