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THE_PIED’CRESTED CUCKBOo
I 5 Sérraﬁ;’

It is 1nn,.srestlnm to note from ths ‘Editorial in the Newsletter
15(5): 8~9.that Mr. S.V. Nilakanta came across the Pied Crested

Cuckoa (Clamgtor ApuﬁbanS) on 31st May -1975. I myself came

across it on 1st June morning in the Borivli National Park.

The bird's’ seutled behaviour made me to think at the time

that it had arrived in Bombay much earlier than I had met it
that morning. In 1974 I stumnbled on the bird on the nornlng

of 16th June; 18 birds seemingly making for shelter 1noloe

of a mile along the. Purk road pointed out that tHey were JUut

pouring into gomoa/. ;

Mr. Nilakénta gives the wing of his bird as 150 mm and suge-
gests it to be of African origim, Clamator jacobinus serratus.
But wing measurements alone are very indistinct in determin-
ing the races of the Pied Crested Cuckoo., An accepted for-
mu La pregcrlbes an average wing of 144 mm and over for the
race serratus,'and 144 mm_and under for jacobinuss A look at
this prescription shows that there should be individuals in
_ both the races whose wings range from 132 to 156 mm. That
such a variation in the wing measurement exists could be made
out from the detailed wing lengths given by Ci:B. Ticehuxrst
an The Ipig 1023= 35
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It is generally considered that Pied Crested.luckoos breeding
to the north of a line drawn from about 189 N latituds (i.s.
just south of Bombay) to Darbhanga in north Bihar belong to
the race gerratus. But how very arbitrary this demarcation
could be is illustrated by the male collected by Dr. Salim Ali
at Bandipur on 1Texi,1939 during the Mysore Ornithological™y
Survey - a bird which was excessively fat, and which Dr, Salim
Ali considered it to be of the race gsrratus, preparing rather
late for emigration (J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 44: 9-10).

It is possible that Indian breeding birds winter in tropical *
Africa migrating via Baluchistan and Arabia and spend the
winter months mostly in the sastern part of Africa as far
south as Transvaal, But a certain number also breeds in Africa,
at least in Ethiopia from Marzch to middle of June (Bannerman,
The Birds of Tropical West Africa, Vole.3: 107; 1933), and
southern part of Sudan. It is rather improbable that they
breed twice, once in Africa laying.a white, and then in India
laying a blue sgg as suggested by Whistler (Js Bombay natse
Hist. Soc. 33: 136~144), Possibly a certain number convert
the normal winter quarters into their breeding area and never
return to their original home, thus giving rise to a popula=
tion of quite different habits as regards migration and maye:.
be of morphological differentiation also.' So at a season when
birdwatchers come across a Pied Cuckoo and thoughts run wild
as to its origin, birdwatchers will do well recalling Dz,
Salim Ali's comments in his review of Herbert Friedmann'!s
The Parasitic Cuckoos of Africa. Quoted in toto they read:

"l onsidering the largs numbers of Pied Crested Cuckoos which
arrive to breed in north and central India during the south-
west monsoon season every year, it is deplorable that so
little is known of their movements. Whether this influx is
merely from western Asiatic countriss, or in fact from Africa,
as has been suggested, can only be ascertained by the ringing
methode In spite of obvious difficulties in the way of trap-
ping adequate numbers of adult Pied Crested Cuckoos for ths
purpose, or of finding a reasonable quantity of their nestl-
ings, it is nevertheless a line of field work which holds
important possibilities and one that can be earnestly cqmmend—
ed to those with the necessary opportunities" (J. Bombay nate
Hist. Soce 48: 344-6).

Perhaps an appeal from the Editor to the readers of the Newse
letter to work in the direction suggested by Dr. Salim Ali
would go a long way off in making a beginning to solve the
puzzle,. - 4

* *
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INDIAN GREAT REED WARBLER (ACROCEPHALUS STENTOREUS)

K.S5. Lavkumar,

David- Fernandes and. Il visited the mangrove swamp between the
National Highway and the Western Railway bridge across the
Mahim Creek. It was a morning's walk through heavily polluted
tidal mangrove thickets. With handkexrchieves to kesp off the
stench we wanted to know how best the pollution sources might
be diverted because the area is now marked to be a bird san-
ctuary.

5th June is mide~summexr and as such the gulls and waders were
totally absent, and the high level of pollution secmed to
have reduced the Paddy Birds, Egrets and Whiskered Terns
which ane quite plentiful on marshy tracts close by. We were,
however, impressed by the numbers of Reed Warblexrs flying
around and singing; in fact, their presence was intrusives .
Quite obviously the density of the birds and their vigorous
song:suggest that this is a residential and breeding popula-
tione Lacation of a nest or sighting of birds carrying nest—
ing material, feed for nestlings or feacal packets would
clinch the issue,.

Besides the Reed Warblers we were impressed by the plentitude
of Ashy Wren-Warblers (Prinia sogcialis) in the mangroves.
Threec Fantail Flycatchers (Rhipidura albicollis) caught me.
quite by surprisc. Their presencec was proclaimed by melodious
ditties.so characteristic of. the specics and confirmed by
.Bdghting a bird flitting, prancing, piroutting and flaunting
its fanned tail among the shrubs, at times in branches oven-
hanging the filthy creck water and dirt impregnated soil, ’

It is quitec apparent that once the mangrove forest grows tall
with the stopping of scasonal cutting, many morec resident.
speecieg would breed regularly and a reduction of pollution
waould increase waterside species to augment the flocks of
waders which throng the mudflats in the cold secasaone

Since 1930 Dr, Salim Ali has 'suspected the Reed Warbler brecd-
ing in similar babitats around Bombay, vide Hugh Whistler,
Jo Bombay nate Hists Soce 35: 450-54, Members living close
to Mahim Creck or other similar arcas around Bombay could
help find nests of this warbler in the Bombay arca.

—x % * *
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TEREK SANDPIPER

Ananta Mitra, Calcutta,

It was the morning on 4.11.74, I was at the seashore at Digha,

West Bengales The vast beach with the sea to its south spreads
cast and west for miles, ‘

A mixed flock of about 40 waders were hunting on the shore.
There were little stints (Calidris minutus), Common Sandpipers
(Tringa hypoleucos) and others.

Waves were breaking on the shore, spreading themselves and
were receding back to the sea. The birds were moving back and
forth with the waves. They were quickly picking up minute
marine bodiss with their agile beaks.

Among the picking beaks I located a pair of beaks behaving in
a peculiar waye. '

On close abservation I identified them to be Terek Sandpipers
(Tringa terek). The birds with orangencolaured legs and upcurved
beaks.

The particular contrivance of the beak was being utlllsed by
the birds with masterly efflClency.

1 briefly glve below thelr mode of operaﬁlon.

The seem;ngly level Digha beach has small undulations on its
floor creating long furrows running perpendicular to the sea.
When dashing waves recede from the shore they leave behind in
these furrows long patches of water which take a llttle time to
seep into the sand,

On the floor of these furrows Tringa Tersk rests its upcurved

beak and with mandibles slightly open glldes through at consi-
derable speed (See figure).

HRNGE TYerE
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The gliding beak as it furrows- through gathers into the
mouth minute marine bodies that come its way. At each

sally the bird covers 208 to 25 feet in seconds. They repeat
their operation with each receding wave. :

The: masterly performance of the small birds was unique and
interestinge. -

¥*

SULTANPUR BIRD SANCTUARY IN
R.K., Bhatnagar.

Much achievement is being esnpvisaged for this bird sanctuary.
In order to see the bird-life during summer heat, we visited
the sanctuary on -30.4.75. We took the route from Palam Air-
port and on approaching Gurgaon suburbs, a guide board was
seen on the left side of the road but put before the bifur-
cation. It would have been better if there were arrows in-
dicating the route to be taken and also if the board’were
closer to the bifurcatione. The guide board inside Gurgaan
city was also somewhat incenspicuousiin its locations I
wonder why a prominent sign or symbaol could not be adaopted
and simple boards with the symbol and arrow showing the
route to be taken are erected. This would reduce the cost,
The prominence of the board would alsa increass. fFields on
- road side of the sanctuary had heaps of harvested wheat and
at some points it was being threshed. In the sanctuary we
oceasionally saw small flocks of sparrows, 4 brahminy mynas,
about 17 . crested larks and common babblers were manye. But
to our surprise the catchment area of the sanctuazy (so
called lake) was nearly completely dry, only in virtually
dried depressions some moist ground could be scen. Most of
the catchment area ground was cracked and whitish due to
deposition of salts on the surface, This process of flood-
ing the ground surface usually leads to the build up of salts
on the surfacc on. drying. This in turn sffects the growtly
of vegetation in wet weather as germination is effected,
adversely due to higher concentration of salts on the-'sur-
face of the catchment area. However, if the flooding also
brimgs about washed sedimentry strata, the ground:  fertility
.~ 1s increased or else salinity increases as is happening at
many polnts along the river Luni in Rajasthan. Obwiously,
decreased vegetation due to this process would affect the
food chain of insects and so forth., I wonder.as to how
much and in what manner this drjlng of catchment area would
be affecting the food resources at the disposal of winter
migrant specmesxdurlng the ensuing season in the sanctuary.
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Naturally, the first effect would perhaps be the reduced food
supply which would reduce the number of birds and may affect
some of the passage migrants also. I am not aware if any sort
of population counts are being taken to compare influx of
migrants and their period of stay in successive years, so that
some assessment can be made of these aspects. I ‘am also not
aware if anywhere else in our country such studies are being
taken up in relation to bird-life. However, in Rajastﬁan the
ground salinity due to flooding and drying of the ground is
being studied along the course of the river Luni By HeSuTel

I therefore feel that this aspect would be of interest and
deserves attention of the bird watchers visiting the sanctuary,

Glancing around the catchment aréa from the Watch=tower onc
fecels that some trces are badly necded around banks and in

the middle of the catchment areca, preferably opposite the
tower. This would provide thc much nceded perching sites for
the migrantse. The ground below the treces if deepened would
retain water for a longer time than now and would be a‘gopd‘
watering points to the resident birds. However, the watch tower
is indecd beautifully designed and it would not be wrong to
say that it is amongst the best in north India. In Dehra Dun
and cven in Corbett Park ome finds, that many of the watch
towers are out of place in design: white concrete pillars sup-
porting a wooden hutment on top standing amidst screne land-
scape like a multi-storyed building in a village. Provision

of some nesting boxes on treces would definitely incrocase watche
ing pleasure, In Haryana, the blagk partridge population scems
to have gone down ‘considerably, Trial study on breeding in
captivity of this partridge can be made in large field cages
20 the sanctlUary of the campus.vlncidentally it may be pointed
out that in Japan, partridges arc farmed., This may be tried

in places like Poona, Gurgaon and arecas of Punjab which throng
with poultry farms,. ; '

¥* *

BIRDS HELPING: EACH OTHER
Anil K. Joseph & Verghese K. Joseph,

On- the morning of 3rd Junc 1975 at about 8 a.m. three fledgl-
ings of the Indian Robin left their nest located in a clump
of Mother-in-law!s tongue (Liliaccac) growing in a pot in our
garden in the Calicut University Campus, Along with theix
parents they flew and hopped intao the bush growing untier a
necarby Cashew tree,. : .

‘Bie  Cyan @ C : ) - Magent e ol o e L
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At about 10 @a,m. we heard theschurring distress calls of the
parent birds, soon followed by the disorderly melee of distress
calls of various other birds including the Purplerumped Sunbird,
Common Babblers, Tailor Bird, Black Drongo, Common Myna, Red-~
vented Bulbul, Blackhcaded Oriole and Spotted Dove, On closer
approach, it was observed that a 2-~fcet long snake (unidenti-
fied) was proceeding close to the fledglings of the Indian
Robin, then perched on some low bushes., Uttering churring

calls both the parent birds and two Black Drongos could be

seen dazrting over the head of the snake from one side to

the other, while the other birds flitted from one branch of
the Cashew treec to the other uttering their respective calls,
probably in their effort to thwart the attempt of the snake

to reach the fledglingse. It is also likely that the distress
‘calls of the parent Robins made the other birds go to the

help of the Robins. And probably as a result of the concerted
attack by the assembly of bl ds, the- spake retreated from the
SCENCte < 2 !

Thc same scene was again witnessed the same day qt aboﬁﬁ
3.30 peme But this time, for fear that the snake might kill
the Robin fledglings, we threw stones Jh the snake and drove
it away.

EDITORIAL NOTE:

Readers of the Newsletter may be aware that a city -known
popularly as New Bombay is being built across the harbour.
This is to cater for the sxpanding population of Bombay and
for which there is no place in the limited confimes of Bombay
island and the existing suburbs,

The surroundings of New Bombay are to be planted. with some
millions of trees and the work seems to be progressing as
shown in the photographs accompanying the news reports,

The trees arc to be fast growing trees. Furthermore, soms
fruit trees specially attractive to birds will be included.

One of the objects of growWing trees is to retain moisture

in the ground and to prevent soil srrosion, For.serving all
these functions few trees can excel the great Pipul tree
(Flcus religiosa) whaose wide spreading roots can hold tena-
ClOUSly even ouxr river banks, The figs of this tree are
greatly relished by orioclss, barbets and a varisty of birds,
Thers are few living things in the world whose life spans

can be measured in centuries and mlllennlums ~ the Pipul tres
being one of them,

| ) : Yal~-1
- : . & - A 4 4 ¢ A4 ‘ :
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The tree planting at New Bombay is going to work out at Mse5/= per
per person who is to live in New Bombay. This is a very small
expendlture in a llfetlme 1nvasiment to ensure the neutralisa-

.tian of the pollutlng effects of man .- his breath and his cook-
ing ferS- In fact plantg need the waste products of men pro-
vided the same are made ava;lable ln contlnuouo small quanti-
tiese ' : :

Even more. pralseworthy is uhe actlun taken by the Government
in stopping the construotlon of a foad conneeting the western
suburbs to the. eastern. The road making was well under way =
several trees having, beeén felled.in the wooded area of the
Aarey and National Park foot hills,

We. owe much to the unce391ng efforts of those few enlightened

people who have fought for this cause and all praise is dus

to the- authorltles who have abandoned the project even aftex
spending a considerable sum of money.

* * 3*

CORRESPONDENCE:

Just a few observations I have made recently. The Koel's dis-
tinctive call of Kuoo-kuoo-kuoo starts around the 230d ' te 25th
of Marche But this year it started much earlier, I think I
heard it the first time on the 7th or 8th of March. I thought
this very unusual,

Another intereésting fact is about babblers. I have been seeing
the common babbler off and on in Poona. But :this past yeary 1
have heard and seen them in our own compound continuously from
November last year, upto now, At first I thought may be they

are migratory over short distances. But they seem to have come
here to stay.

Dr, Miss G.,D. Coyaji.

o s

S.V. Nilakanta,

Editor, Newsletter for Birdwatchers
C.D. Barfiwala Marg ‘
Andheri (West), BOMBAY 400 058.
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