Present Status of Winterimg Geese in the Indian sub-continent

Studies on Wintering Geese in India are
meagre and unless the existing data and other available information
on Geese; their northern and southern distribution; the number of

species actually visiting our country; their foraging methods and
time of foraging; diet preference; coO \position of flocks both feeding
and migrating; their behaviour at roosting time; sex ratio and vari-
ation in number of younﬁmﬂnd aﬂu1tZ;;L}csted verifbed—and redeter-
mined—by-conducting large scale surveys and field studies scienti-
flually no satisfactory assessment or conclusions in respect of any
one of the features or aspects refeqfd to herewith can be achieved.

The question whether the cold weather

immigrant namely the Uhite fronted goose, Anser albifrons which is a

rare visitor to Punjab,S5ind and Cutch still winters inm these regions
(==2% reﬂaﬁniﬂ :f£33$%d. Census lists on waterbirds prepared in recert xg
years shoe that it does not occur. xk fiore extensive and pa?é
surveysonly can firmly decide on this issue. blwllarly, pccurrence

of ore more rare species of & goose, nanely the lesser white- fronted

goose, Anser erythrogus also called the dwarf goose npedsLdmtornlnx

tiem. A :ssurvégigi the doubtful mmezmy Pinkfooted goose orf the other

species cf the group. of Anser seagetum with a black tip to the bill

is also wanted. As these forms mingle with other water birds like
ducks and teals and select remote corners of large rivers and Jheels
they éésape notice.

The only two species of goosgthat visit our
country in large flocks today are (1) The Barheaded goose, Anser indics

and (2) The Gre§\1ag, Anser anser. Both of them breed in central

Asia and wlntef\ln the northern parts of India, including Punjab,
Rajasthan, Utta pradesh, Orissa, Gujarat, Madhy Pradesh but, the

Barheaded goose prefers to move fU{?h ??%o south Rzgla and today it

occurs in Karnataka, Tamilnadu, Andfa radesh &né&uci in Kerala and
along the coastal regions. The distribution of this species also needs
study. The Grey lag on the other hand is confined to colder parts of
Worthern India and is not reported so far ffom the south. This should
be reexanined and confirmed. Census programmes recently carried out
on the 12th and 13th Jan. 1991 in the districts of “harmad and Bellary
revealed occurrence of one large flock of BDO\Barheadpd qggse éggftxng
in Tungabadra dam and another flock consisting of 1000 membeae was
observed in a large Jheel near Naregal in Dharwad district.

adjcining districts in Karnataka are also likely to attract these

- - e chsuh
gra&plvorous water birds and hence it is #fe to extend survey

work te these areas also. L
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VNHS Centre

VIDARBHA NATURE AND HUMAN SCIENCE CENTRE

Office : B. D. Sahastrabhojanee & Associates,
Mahajan Market, Sitabuldi, Nagpur-12. Ph. : 523520

BAREHEADED GEESE ( Anser Indicus)
IN VIDARBHA REGION

Location of the Region

Vidarbha is the eastern most part of the Maharashtra state. Geographically this region is a part of the
South Central ecosystem of India. During the North South winter migration waterfowls in generat and
Bareheaded geese in particular pass through this region in great numbers. Some of them disperse in
Vidarbha and stay around the traditional water bodies till the arrival of summer.

Regional Migration Passages
The east west spread of the Satpuda mountain ranges in the northern Vidarbha separates Peninsular India
.from Northern India, ecosystem. This mﬂuences migration pattern of the region. The drainage system on
the Southern slopes of the Satpuda mountain; determine§s migration pattern of Bareheaded Geese of
Vidarbha region. The drainage system in Vidarbha can be grouped under two major river systems. The
Tapi river(and the major tributary Purna river) basin dominates western region while the eastern region of
Vidarbha is dominated by the Wainganga River System. Tapi River is an entry point for Vidarbha at the
west Indian Coastal migration route. And the major North South migration route of Central India passes
through the Wainganga Basin. This may perhaps explain the recent widespread sightings of Bareheaded
Geese in the Vidarbha region.

Record of Bareheaded Geese in Vidarbha
D’Abreau (Curator of Central Museum Nagpur) has recorded sighting of Bareheaded Geese at Umred
tank (Nagpur district) south east of Nagpur City in the check list of Centrat India (1923). During nineties
following sightings of Bar headed geese were recorded by amateur bird watchers
Sr Ne. Name of the Lake  Year of | No. of | Reference City
Sighting | Birds
Shri Gopal Thosar (Nagpur)
1996 23 Nagpur
1996 1 Nagpur
1995 20 Chandrapur
Shri Narayan Dada Patil (Dhabe-Pavni)
dra 1996 17 Bhandara
Itiyadoh 1996 40 Bhandara
Gavrada 1996 10 Bhandara
Kelwad 1996 20 Bhandara
Shri Rajkamal Job (Bhandara)
Chorkhamara {1996 |8 | Bhandara
Shri Ramesh Ladkhedkar (Nagpur)
Ghodazari 1993 30 Nagpur
1(} Chargaon/Chandai 1993 50 Chandrapur
Shri Ajay Delke (Nagpur)
11 Irai [1994 |50 | Chandrapur




BARHEADED GOOSE IN THE BAGHNADf;RESERVOIR, RAJNANDGAON .

Ravi Shanker Kanoje, A.C.F. and %asood Aziz
84, Digvijai Marg, Rajnandgaon (M;%ﬂ) 491441 .

Barheaded Goose Anser indicus winters throughout northern India

and Assam but rare in central fngia  (ALi. O, 1979). On 12¢hK

March 2k we observed flocks of Barheaded Goose and latter on

in the afterhoon 65 of them were found resting at the edge O

the reservoir on the Tiver Baghnadi 21° North longitude and

80°30' East latitued in the Rajnandgaon district at the inter
SRR Crami~ .

state border of Madhya—Pradesh and Maharastra. A pair of Ruddy

shelduck Tadorna ferruginea were seen among them. Other

significant observation were hear threatened species of 10

Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitans, ) Blackheaded 1bisg

Threskiornis melonocephalus and 3 Rednaped ibis Pseudibis

pappillosa (Collor, N.J. &t 1994)

Reference

Ali, 5. (1979) = The Bk of Indian Birds, Bombay Natural
History Society, Mumbai .

Colilior . N 7 Grosby, Mg g Statterstield, A.J. (1994) - Birde
Lo wabkelhh 2, the world listA: hreatened Birds,

Birdlife International Cambridge.




ECOLOGICAL SOCIETY

277 SINDH HOUSING SOCIETY, PUNE 411 007 ® TEL. : 56408

18 Abhimanshree Society, Pashan Road,
Pune 411 008, Indla

A Short Report on the Status of Anser indicus

In my last report presented to the IWRB meeting in
Groningen, Netherlands, results of a survey carried out on some
important wetlands of Rajasthan and Saurashtra in western India

were dsscribed., It was estimated that the number of Anser ilndlcus

wintering in this area was about 10,000. As the goose is now
protected by law in this reglon, hunting may not pose a grave
threat to these numbers, At that time it was not possible to
carry out a survey of wetlands from cast-central pert of lndia
ané the castern sea-board from where a substantlal number of
these gsese 1s reported. However, recently it became possible
to contact knowledgeable persons from these areas who were

requested to send information about the numbers of Anser indicus

wintering in this reglon. Information was szlso recelived from

Dr. Reza Khan, Professor of Zoology, Dhaka University, Bangla

Desh about the situation prevailing in that country.

From personal communications received from about &
dogen individuals, it appears that the number of these geese
visiting wetlands in this reglon 1s leas than 10,000 and should
be around six to seven thousand only. They are to be found
along the Brakmaputra river in aAssam, on the Ganges in eastern

?iyifijﬁﬂﬁ Yttar Pradesh and Bihar, on the Chilka lake on Orisea coast,
.. G. Rajwade

Cm”:“ while & few reach as far south as Hydersbad and Lake Pullcat on
D. V. Tikekar

Dr. F. F. Wadia Tamilnadu coast. Formerly they used to reach Karnataka in the
Dr. S. V. Bhave
Dr. V. P. Pethe

Prakash Gole
Registration No. E-822 (Pune) under the Bombay Public Trust Act 1950




south. But there are no recent sightings from that State.

On the other hand they are now being regularly sighted from

areas in central India'e.g. on some wetlands around Nagpur.
Prof. Reza Khan reports from Bangla Desh, "Anser
indicus used to be a very common visitor to the islands of the
Padma, Jamuna and Meghna river systems, in th wetland areas
and on the newly accreted islands from the Sunderbans in the
west to Cox's Bazaar in the east." However, he is of the
opinion that uncontrolled shooting, trapping and commercial
exploitation have reduced their numbers to such &n extent as
to render the species "an uncommon winter visitor", They are
now mostly restricted to the southern part of Bangla Desh,
i.e. on the coastal islands. The goose 18 not & protected
apecises in his country but he has recomnenied tothe Govt.
that 1t should be included in Schedule 3 of the HBamgla Desh
¥Wildlife Preservation Act which is under revision. Inclusion

in this schedule means that Ans-? indicus can nelther be

hunted nor captured.

Prom the avallable information it appears that
there are two m& lor populations of this goose that migrate to
India in winter from their northern breeding grounds. One
probably moves south through the Vale of Kashmir and descends
on the wetlands and rivers of the Punjab, the region around
Delhi and Hajlasthan. The other crosses the m&in Himalayan
range and flies scuth probably through the gorges of rivers
in Nepal such as the Karnali and the Kalli Oandakl where they

have been sighted. This population spreads slong the Brahma-




~-putra in Assam, and on rivers and wetlands of Bangla Desh

and Assam, and Blhar and Orissa. The total number of Anser

indicus wintering in India appears to be less than twenty

thousand. A4 small number may be wintering in Burma also. The
goose is not protected in India, Bamgla Desh and Burma. The
dnager therefore, is that the population may suffer further
decline. Already the population 1s hardly viable. As such
urgent protective measures are required in territories

where Anser indicus winters.

PRAXKADH GOLE
Co=-ordinator




