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About the Club

Bangalore is renowned as the Garden City of India.
Till about 1970 the bird life in this beautiful city does
not appear to have been studied seriously. Records of
birds of Bangalore and surroundings do not seem to be avai-
lable. The present check 1list is based on notes maintained

from 1970 onwards.

An announcement made through the news media brought
together sevepél interested persons, who formed the Bird-
watchers Field Club of Bangalore which started functioning
informally from February 1972. The name of the Club was
chosen with a view toc its functioning as the local chapter
of the Birdwatchers Field Club of India at some future date.

One of the first tasks the members of the Club set for
themselves was to bring out a check list of the birds of

Bangalore and surroundings, as has been done by groups of

birdwatchers in Bombay, Delhi, Dehra Dun, Roorkee, etc.

During the past five years, the Club organized a series
of field outings to places of interest in and around Banga-
lore. The present check list is a result of observations
‘made during these cutings. The objective of the check list
is to provide a ready reference to beginners in birdwatching
in Bangalore, visiting birdwatchers, ornithologists, tourists,
foresters and all others interested in wild 1life,

Study Area

The check 1list contains the birds identified by sight
or by hearing in and around Bangalore city. Some of the
areas which were frequented in field outings were Lalbagh,

Cubbon park, Guttahalli Palace gardens, Indian Institute of




Science campus and Ulsoor lake in Bangalore city; the In-
dian Plywood Industries Research Institute campus; Hebbal

lake and G.K.V.K. campus of the University of Agricultural

Sciences (along Bellary Road); Jalahalli East; H.A.L. Air-

port; Hesaraghatta farms; Doddagubbi-Vidyanagar; Kumbalgud
(along Mysore Road); Bannerghatta National Park; Hosur farms
and Nandi hills.

Bangalore is situated at about 1200 M above the Mean
Sea Level, with an annual mean temperature of 23°C and an.
average rainfall of 150-200 cm. There are several large
medium sized parks in the city containing a great variety
of flowering and foliage plants and trees. Many roads are
lined with large trees. However, open spaces and gardens
are vanishing fast due to rapid industrialization and the con--

sequent population pressure.

The surroundings of Bangalore cilty consist mainly of
dry scrub lands. The landscape is undulating with occasional
plantations of eucalyptus and casuarina. There ‘oro 1o
nial flowing water resources, excepting the main sewage
nels. However, a large number of irrigation tanks and
are scattered in and around Bangalcre. There are a few

marshes around some of the lakes.

Observers

Several persons from various walks of life have taken
part in the field outings and helped in compiling-the check
list. Some of the active participants were Dr.Jdoseph George
and Dr. V.Jd.Victor of the Indian Plywood Industries Research
Institute; Mr. E.Hanumantha Rac, Wild Life Photographer;
Mr.Abraham Varghese and Mr. A.K.Chakravarthy of the University
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of Agricultursal Sciencés; Mr. V.Sudhakar, Mr. S.Krishnan
and Mr. K.Krishnan, Research Students of the Indian Insti-

tute of Science; and Mr. Y.Upendra of the Automobile Asso-

ciation of Southern Indisa.

About the Check List

In the check list that follows, the number in Column
(1) is the serial number, and the number in Column (2) is
that of the bird in the "Handbook of the Birds of Indis 2nd
Pakistan" (Vol. 1-10; Salim Ali ana S.D.Ripley, Oxford
University Press, Bombay, 1968-74). ommon names and scien—
tific names are given in Column (3). In Colum L the
status of the bird as recorded in the Handbock is given, R
denotes Resident and W denotes Winter Vigator,

In the preparation of this check list, Salim Ali's paper
"The Birds of Mysore"Parts I to V" published in the Journal
of the Bombay Natural History Scciety in 1942-43% has proved
2 useful reference work. The present list however contains
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several birds not recorded in Salim Alits poper,

This list is by no means complete. There are birds in
and around Bangalore which are to be added to this 13cts -1t
is hoped that with the cooperation of all birdwatchers, this
list could be pericdically revised and kept up-to-date. Toso
little information is st present available on the nesting
habits of,Bangaloré birds. When more information is catheredy
it could be added to the check list in future revisions,




o1.No.
(1)

Handbook No.
(2)

Sy

Status

Common Name Resident (R) or
Winter VisitoTr (W)
£33

1.

Little Grebe
’ Podiceps ruficollis

TLarge CormoTrant
PhalacYocorax carbo

Tittle Cormorant
PhalacYocorax niger

Darter
Anhinga rufea

Grey HeTron
Ardea cinelea

Pond Heron
Ardeola grayii

Cattle Egret
Bubulcus ibis

large Egret

Bgretta alba
Smaller Egret

Egretta intermedia

Iittle Egret
Egretta garzetta

Night HeTron
Nicticorax nycticorax

Iittle Bittern
Txobrychus minutus

Chestnut BitteIn
Ixobrychus cinnamomeus

Painted StoTk
Tbis leucocephalus

Openbilled StoTk
Anastomus oscitans

White Ibis
Threskiornis melanocephala




(3)

Spoonbill
Platalea leucorodia

Lesser Whistling Teal

na, javanica
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Commo
Anas creces

Spothbill Duck
Anas poecilorhyncha

Gadwall
Anas strepera

arganey
Anas querguedula

Common Pochard
Aythya nyroc

Cotton Teal
Nettapus coromandelianus

Blackwinged Kite
Elanus caeruleus

Pariah Kite
Milwvus migrans

Brahminy Kite
Haliastur indus

Shikra
Accipiter badius

Sparrow-Hawk
Accipiter nisus

Tonglegged Buzzard
Buteo rufinus

White-eyed Buzzard-Eagle
Butastur teesa

Black Vulture
Torgos calvus

Whitebacked Vulture
Gyps bengalensis

-
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Egyptian Vulture
NeophTron percnopterus

Pale Harrier
Circus macYourus

Montagu's Harrier
Circus pygargus

Pied Harrier
Ci¥Ycus melzanoleucos

Marsh Harrier
Circus aeruginosus

Short-toed Eagle
Circaetus gallicus

Osprey
Pandion haliaetus

Redheaded Merlin
Falco chicquera

Kestrel
Falco tinnunculus

Grey Partridge
Francolinus pondicerisnus

Grey Quail
Coturnix coturnix

Jungle Bush Quail
Fardiculs asiabi

Red Spurfowl
Galloperdix spadcicea

Indian Peafowl
Pavo cristatus

Common Bustard-Quail
Tarnix suscitator

Demoiselle Crane
Anthropoides virgo

Whitebreasted Waterhen
Amaurornis phoenicurus

Indian MooTrhen
Gallinula chloTopus
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Purple lMoorhen
Porphyrio po¥phyTio

Coot
Pulices atra

Pheasant-tailed Jacana
Hydrophasianus chi¥ur'gus

Bronzwinged Jacana
Metopidius indicus

Redwatfled Lepwing
Vanellus indicus

Yellow-wattled Lapwing
Vanellus malabaricus

Iittle Ringed Plover
Charadrius dubius

Kentish Plover
Charadrius alexandrinus

Curlew
Numenius arquata

Redshank
Tringo totanus

Green Sandpiper
Tringa och¥opus

Spotted Sandpiper
Tringa glareola

Common Sandpiper
Tringa hypoleucos

Pintnil Snipe
Capella stenula

Great Snipe
Capella media

Fantail Snipe
Capella gallinago

Jmksmpe
Capella minima

TLittle Stint
Calidris minutus
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Temminck's Stint
Calidrus temminckii

Ruff and Reeve
Philomachns pusmox

Painted Snipe
Rostratula benghalernsis

Blackwinged Stilt
‘Himantopus himantopus

Stone Curlew
Burhinus oedicnemus

Indian Courserxr
Cursorius coromandelicus

Brown headed Gull
Larns brunnicephalus

Indian Whiskered Tern
Chlidonias hybrida

Black bellied Tern
Sterna acuticauda

Green Pigeon
Treron phoenicoptera

Blue Rock Pigeon
Columba livia

Indian Ring Dove
Streptopelia decaocto

Red Turtle Dove
: Streptopelia tranguebarica

Spotted Dove
Streptopelia chinensis

Ii ttle Brown Dove
Streptopelia senegalensis

Roseringed Parakeet
Psittacula kraneri

Blossomheaded Parakeet
Psittacula cyanocephala

Pied Crested Cuckoo
Clamator jacobinus
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(3)

Common Hawk-Cuckoo
Cuculus varius

Plaintive Cuckoo
Cacomantis merulinus

Koel
Fudynanys scolopacea

Small Greenbilled Malkoha
Rhopodytes viridirostris

Coucal
Centropus sinensis

Barn Owl
Tyto alba

Great Horned Owl
Bubo bubo

Brown Fish Owl
Bubo zeylonensis

Spotted Owlet
Athene brama

- a i
Wit dos o =F Yok Tk
Strix ocellata

Indian Nightjar
Caprimulgus asiaticus

Alpine Swift
Apus nelba

House Swift
Apus affinis

Palm Swift
Cypsiurus parvus

Pied Kingfisher
Ceryle rudis

Small Blue KingfisheT
Alcedo atthis

Whitebreasted KingfisheT
Haleyon smyrnensis

Bluetoiled Bee—eateX
Merops philippinus
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Green Bee-cater
Merops orientalis

Roller
Coracias benghalensis

Hoopoe
Upupa epops

Grey Hornbill
: Tockus biYostris

Iarge Green Barbet
Megalaima zeylan.ica

omall Green Barbet
: Megolaima viridis

CoppeTsani th
Megalaima haemacephala

Goldenbacked WoodpeckeT
Dinopium benghalense

Yellowfronted Pied Woodpecker
Dendrocopos mahrattensis

Blackbacked WoodpeckeT
Chrysocolaptes festivus

 Pitta
Pitta brachyura

Singing Bush Lark
Mirafra javanica

Redwinged Bush Lark
Mirafra erythroptera

Ashycrowned Finch-Lark
FEremopterix grisea

Rufous tailed Finch-Laxrk
Armmomanes phoenicurus

Dusky Crag Martin
Hirundo concolcT

Conmon Swallow
Hirundo rustica

Wiretailed Swallow
~Hirundo smithii
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Grey Shrike
Lanius excubl toT

Baybacked Shrike
Tanius vittatus

Rufousbacked Shrike
Lanius schach

Brown Shrike
Ianius cristatus

Golden Oriole
Oriolus oXriolus

Blackheaded oriole
Oriolus xanthornus

Black Drongb
Dicrurus adsimilis

Grey Drongo
Dicrurus leucophaeus

Whitebellied DTongo
Dierurus caerulescens

Hairerested DTrongo
Dicrurus hottentottus

Greyheaded Myna
Sturnus nalabaricus

Blackheaded Myna
Sturnus pagodarun

Rosy Pastor
Sturnus Yoseus

Starling
Sturnus wvulgoris

Common Myna
Aeri,. dotheres tristis

Jungle Myna
Aeridotheres fuscus

Tree Pie
Dendrocitta vagabunda

House Crow
Corvus splendens




Jungle CTrow
: Corvus macrorhynchos

Indian Wood Shrike
- Teph¥odoTnis pendicerianus

Large Cuckoo-Shrike
Coracina noveehollandiae

Blackheaded Cuckoo-Shrike
Coracinga nmelanoptera

Small Minivet
Pericrocotus cinnamonmeus

Iora
Aegithina tiphia

Jerdon's ChloTopsis
ChloTXopsis cochinchinensis

Redwhiskered Bulbul
Pycnonotus jocosus

Redvenked Bulbul
Pycnonotus cafer

Yellowthroated Bulbul
Pycnonotus xantholaenus

Whi tebrowed Bulbul
Pyenonotus luteolus

Spotted Babbler
Pellorneum ruficeps

Scimnitar Babbler
Pomatorhinus schisticeps

Whitethroated Babbler
Dunetia hypeTrythra

Yellow-eyed Babbler
Chrysonria einensis

Common_Babbler
- Turdoides caudatus

Large Grey Babbler
Turdoides malcolmi

Jungle Babbler
Turdoides striatus
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Whiteheaded Babblel
Turdoides affinis

Brown Flycatcher
Muscicapa latirTosiris

Redbreasted Flycatcher
Musciecapa parva

Tickell's Blue Flycatcher
Muscicapa tickelliae

Nilgiri Verditer Flycatchel
Muscicapa albicaudata

Greyheaded Flycatcher
Culicicapa ceylonensis

Whitebrowed Fantail FlycatcheT
Rhipidura aureola

Whitespotted Fantail Flycatcher
Rhipidura albogularis

Paradise Flycatchel
Terpsiphone paradisi

Blacknaped Monarch Flycatchel
Mona¥cha azurea

Streaked Fantail WarbleX
Cisticola juncidis

Tndian Wren-Warbler
Prinia subflava

Ashy Wren-Warble¥
Prinia poci alis .

Jungle Wren-Warbler
Prinia sylvatice

Tajilor Bird
Oxrthotonus sutorius

Indian Great Heed Warbler
Acrocephalus stentoreus

Blyth's Reed Warbler
Acrocephalus dumetorum

Paddyfield WarbleX
Aerocephalus agricola
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Booted Tree Warbler
Hippolous caligzate

Orphean Warbler
Sylvia hortensis

Tickell's Leaf Warbler
Phylloscopus affinis

Greenish lLeaf Warbler
Phylloscopus trochiloides

Bluethroat
Eri thacus svecicus

Magpie Hobin
Copsychus saula¥is

Black Redstart
Phoenicrus ochruros

Collared Bush Chat
Saxicola toTrquata

Pied Bush Chat
Saxicola caprata

Indian Robbin
Saxicoloides fulicata

Blue LFock Thrush
Monticola solitarius

7oothera citrina

Southern Blackbird
Turdus nerula

Grey Tit
Parus majolr

Indian Tree Pipit
Anthus hodgsoni

Indian Pipit
Anthus novaeseelandiae

Forest Wagtail
Motacilla indica

Yellow Wagtail
Motacilla flava

Grey Wagtail
Motacilla caspica
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White Wagtail
Mctacilla alba

Torge Pied Wagtail
Motacilla maderaspatensis

Thickbilled FloweTpecked
Dicaeum agile

Tickell's FloweTpeckel
Dicaeum erythrorhynchos

Purplerumped Sunbird
Nectarinia zeylonica

Maroonbreasted Sunbird
Nectarinia lotenia

Purple Sunbird
Nectarinia asiatica

White-eye
Zosterops palpebXosa

House Sparrow
Passer cdomesticus

Yellowthroated SpaX¥row
Petronia xanthocollis

Baya Weaver Bird
Ploceus philippinus

Streaked Weaver Bird
Ploceus manyar

Bed Munia
Bstrilda amandava
Whi tethrcated Munia
Tonchura nalabalXica
Whi tebacked Munia
Ionchura striata
Spotted Munia
Lonchura punctulata

Blackheaded Munia
Ionchura nalacca

Redheaded Bunting
Emberiza bruniceps







