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M.S. SWAMINATH AN B.4/142 SAFDARJUNG ENCLAVE

NEW DELHI-110 029
Telephone : 679069

September 23, 1988.

Dear

1 thank you very much for your kind letter concerning
the afforestation of Arunachala and declaring Arunachala a
National Heritage Site. I shall discuss this matter with
Shri K.P. Geethakrishnan, Secretary, Ministry of Environment

and Forests.
With my best regards,

Yours sincerely,

(M.S. Swaminathan)

Shri Dev Gogoi,
'Refuge’

Sri Ramanasramam P.O.
Tiruvannamalai

Tamil Nadu-606 603.




M.S. SWAMINATHAN B

Telephone : 679069

September 23, 1988.
My dear

1 enclose a letter received from Shri Dev Gogoi
requesting actionon the afforestation of Arunachala and declaring
it a National Heritage Site. 1 would like to have an opportunity
of discussing with you the development of National Heritage

Site in our country.
With warm regards,

Yours sinc 7
Encl: As above , sincerely,

(M.S. Swaminathan)

Shri K.P. Geethakrishnan,

Secretary,

Ministry of Environment and Forests,
Lodi Road, New Delhi.
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Dev Gogoi

'‘Refuge?
Sri Ramanasramam P,0,
Tiruvannamalai
Tumil Nadu - €00 603
I'r ,Me5 .Swaminathan 12 Sept*88
President
International Union for the
Conservation of Nature
and l'atural Recsources
BP-4/142 Safdrrjang kEnclave
¥iew Delhi - 110023

the Afforestation of Arunachala

7 . the sacred hill at Tiruvannam:lai
L Gesadln U1 |

North Arcot District, Tamil NMadu

At the euggestion of Prof.K.Swaminathen of radras, we
writeé to jo0u with respect to the efforesi=tion of
Arunachelsa,

Please find herewith « brief six_puge report on the .

current situation, incluéing & broad outline of & plan of
action.

We are a hanéful of bodies working nert-time anid
volunterily, secking to involve organisations with the
resourccs ano capscity to effect the transforanationes so
urgently required here.

he:inwhile, we are devoting our limited =zbilities towerds
initiating chenge mocestly tut steadily, not only of our
ecosystem but also the hearts and minds of our local

"~ poouletion.

we ernestly request your advice and assistince, and look
forward very rumch to your views.

Svecificelly, is there any possibility of declaring
Arunachele a Fational Heritsge?

With regarde and best wishes,

Youre sincerely,

ot

(Dev Gogoi\

encl: &,&,

c.c: Prof K.Swiminathan, Madras.




A _Brief Note

Being » Draft Plan of Intent for the Afforestation of Arunachsla
the Sscred Hil)l at Tiruvannemalai, North Arcot Dist, Tami) Naduy

Introductions

Revered since ancient times as Shiva himeelf in the form of a lingem,
Arunachala hillock rises 2,668 ft from a vast plain bounded by hill
ranges on the horigzon, The town of Tiruvannamalai which has grown
&round the magnificent Bth century Arunachaleswarar Temnle at the
baee of the hill, today hosts & nonulation of nearly 1,00,000 soule,
and the surrounding country is inhahited by numerous villapes enA
ssttlements. The giri_pradakshina road which encircles the hill im
14 km long, circumscribing an area of more than 15 eq.km,

This geometrically symmetrical micro.watershed and cachement area
wWie once A& rich and varied écofystem, The environment was extensively
forested by inddgenous species and these naturzl fprests were home to
precious wildlife including herds of elevhunts, tiger, leanurd, bear,
deer, and other smaller Bpecier, The minor human pooulation enjoyed
the wealth of a wholemone environment, plentiful water resources,

&nd frujts of the land adeguute to their needs.

Today, we ure witnese to a scens of crisis, The disastrous
consequences of the rupid and deetructive changes brought ahout by
the €xploding humsn ponulation over the last 100 years is everywhewe
to sec, The forests have comnletely disapneared, and with them the
wildlife has vunished. wWater is a BcHrce commodity, both for domestic
And agricultural purposes., This region is now well_known #g m
beverely drought-orone district, Tne quality of life of the ever.
increasing huwan populetion is abysmnl.

In nddition to the known Aocio-econonic and demogranhic forces
which hive etranined the neturel ecosystem (which hus Always been teken
for granted) to near breﬁ;in;-ﬂﬂjnt, the current move to rove
Tiruvannuasnlal the district heednusrtere will result in an «
of epoerent prosperity, lending L0 & comnlete breakdown of 1
cepacity of the existing environwent to sustain ftk humun oonuletion,
unless urgent meusures are teken Lo re-forest the hill, and ther
effect so0il coneervation, regeneration of groundwiter Tesources, and
the creation of a micro-climste conducive 1o the maximunm nrecivitation
of rainfall, thus laying the true foundation for the vrosnerity of
the present and future generations,

Stete of the environrent today:t causee and conreguences

As one aoprosches Tiruvannamalai slong any one of the nine highweye
which converge upon this pilgrim centre from various directions, the
Bnectaculer Arunachale hil)l which rises above the town is clexrly
vieible from a distince of rore than 3% km. On closer insvection, 1
this maesive landmurk s virtually devoid of vegetation, It ie moetly
bare rock and huge boulders set @ridst reddish earth, with & sparee
cover of hardy shrabs snd grusses, During the reiny sesson, this thin
vegetative cover gives the hill a soothing green uspect, whils for
B0o8t of the year during the dry montha it is brown, harsh and
forbidding, It trkes & feat of the imagination, based on historical}
recorde &nd the worde of our seniormost residents, to believe that
the hill wes once well forested, with wild snimale and water avolenty,

The surrounding countryeide is extensively cultivated with erepe,
pertly dependent on the northesst monecon andjwell irrigation, There
&re no natural foreets in the vicinity, and weetelands form &
significant part of the landscape,

Water:s Direct observation and interviews with farmers confirm that the
waler table has fellen drastically in the naest decade, Despite the
decpening of eurfsce welle, they yield less water and are dry for

o8t of the year, This hae had immediste adverse effecte on rural
prosperity., The problem ies compounded by the need for deep-bore wells
which further deplete groundwater reserves, in the total ebsence of
8ny surface measures to conserve this éssential resource,

The town of Tiruvannamalaj jtself experiences a permenent water
shortage. The municinal Bupply is reetricted to very short periods
during the day. The numeroue tanks and tirthams bequeathed by weelthy
patrons in the past are the only other source of water, and these ere
#ustaining the majority of the urban population who are without
&ccesp to municipal water connections. These tanks are bedly efltes
tnf 4%%-eninteined. -
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There are no rivers here, an¢ the srea {s completely denencert op
the raine for its Je&r~round wiater Tequirements. Reinfal) renlerishes
#Burface percoletion tmnks and recharges Froundwater rerrayery TEFETVeS
Eoth are in severe decline, as reinfall hse been BDHTEE, eTTrEtic apa
unlikely to show mn improving treid unless concerted efforte are made
to reestore the environment to its former order,

Reinfells The dominant €fogrrephic factor affecting the micro-climute
e e h11 ftself, snd its precent denuded state has the o fecs
Cirectly onposite to that of attracting rein. Por Eoet of the venr,
it ie the epicentre of irtense hent radietion. The recultant columr,
of hot air nreventms Any nrecinitation of rainberring elouds which
PEEE over the Area, which are normilly borne bwry to shed theiy
precicue burcen elsewhere,

A vell forested hill would in fuaect, #8 {n the naed, nttract redip.
It would alsu be = m2jor rtrbilieing influence to day-night
temperetures in the vicinity.

Yorest: The comnlete dieunneerance of
covered the hill has been witnecsed d
hae been depipnated = reeerva forcet

&8 lend rine for mrayimep econoric exn
of thir narrow NeErencctive heve never

A Baell runber of Lig trees which turvived until &
elec fellen "rey to ecuvenging

Brrricte theroush thoe it §8 ¢

Yeare £go have
socodcutters, Theg cferemcration is eop
ETicult Yo Tind even the eturne gn4

Yoels 6f the greut fuorees which once grew here, Todey one ecun mojint
only to s few terkitree Etuspe end clumps of banmhoo high o1, the hil1
near the pesk, Pinuleyan plant species wnd prueces which £t} Furvive
on the unper reacher nre the filent nroof thiat the entire hil) was
rickly forestes,

Burning Much of the hil) 18 covered Ly lors pracaet which ere hre

BB raw meterinl for roof thr hing. The ' Lo thie rescyres

tuetioned nnnuully Uy the A chRleryny I ¢# lievemiha
which controlr @nortion of the Bill (the rest of the lanAd
lhe Kevenue Departrent And the Porerti Tensrt )

Every yeur in th: drjees month, after the grucpes heve heen harvesteg
the entire hill ie met on Fire, This bturning of ihe hill deetroye
€verything in ite peth, It kille 8} micro-organisms, nlante and
rentilisn 1ife, Tnis winton destruction is of benefit onlv to the
handful of grasecutters, It i€ stated that the burning is eesential
to the new growth of grees in the next seascn, This ir & RTOSE
pisconcention, Tne burning of the hi11 is not only {llepgnl but nleo
unnecesssry. This iR the wornst noscible uee of productive lende,

Throughout India, wherever hifting jhum cultivation ie nracticed, -
the governuent hae teken firm steps to &bolieh thise 8lrrheand_burn
kj8iem of cultivetinn, kven £6, Jhun cultivution is cyelical, &llowing
the lanre of & few yedre for the burnt land to regenerste fteelf,
before it 18 cultiveted &g=in. But the Arunachala hill is burnt every
sesr, Thie unique and erireme exAmple 16 intolernble, It has verejieted
for decrdes, It must E10ODP now,

It i& not esmentimrl to burn the hill for the healthy growth of new
gracs. This is simply the lazy man's Bn&wer, who if not willing to 6o
the work necessary for the new gEexson, When the grass ie herveeted,
€ Ioot-high cluan is left on the ground, similar to the paddy harveret,
It is this stubble which is later burnt to the ground in the drieet
zonth, €0 that the new growth cen teke nlace with the coming of the
YLink, JuSt me the pedcy [fnrmer ploughs hie fielde beforc the eowing,
the gracscutter must cut there clumps st ground level, allowing the
Ftelks to remsin where they fall. The new growth would come up Juet ar
vigorouely, while the ola Ftalke would adad organic richnese to the
€0il, This method would yield better harvests, without destroying the
1enc, The gresscutters will not meke the effort ens 6imply burn the
hill instead,

The Devasthenap &8ins the paltry eur of & few hundred runees
ennually by suctioning the rights to harveet the ETREE, R handful o
femilies amre gainfully ezmployed for vart of the year, and the entire
Eurface of the hill is charred to cinders year after year, This procesg
cennct be condoned Bny longer, In lew, nobody has the explicit right te
turn the hill. Previoue attempte to cell & hslt have fajled, The

futhoritiee mict enforce istin i d
A LR hil? rorth:fih. € #ules and orders, banning ths;
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¥oodcuttin 4 As if ;ht deetruction {s not comnlete, the envlingr wp-
shrube whic Btrugyle to grow in thie alread severely degrad erriiy
&re ruthlessly choopgd for firewood, On any 21v.n dnyf .cﬁrc.'ﬁr'tﬁl““
Cuitersroam unchecked over the hill, bearing fwiky headlouds of f!rcun;'
g:; :o:vx:ngtmarkeéhcona:motio?. The concerned authorities have nerﬁ'«r
e ritrities, e natura ertilit reh 5
Shotrih btk Y 8nd vigour of the earth har no

Grézir,: Nuture ip ever bountiful. The meeds of the esrth eprout end
8T aw. EJumLu pul out rew leaves, fresh ehoolts, The mparee veretnt1é;
of the hill fighty a lusing battle, It is vurnt, cut 6own, and ales
grazed, Herds of geets forage the hillelcpes every day téfi} o;:c;-
&pparently irmune from the vicletion of exinting lnwL:'Su'fkce to ea
i;rli ::él;:n;;n S;&t(xovt grazirg 1s the laat ecological etraw, he'zn
=3 o v ~ o) - v o o 1 j )
< igwdd o ?a;il brz::;::’ rerdered barren infertile wagieland, Thue

S0i1l eroejon: Coneecuent to' the continuing ¢

S544 201 b T : .ng Ceptruction of vepetative
COVeI, Lhe abundant fertile toosoil of the hill has sxffartdlh»;w; eroeion
There is nothing to check the copious runsf? of monroon fhowere, The s

weler.reitentive crpacity of the cechement wren is winimel fne the
élecherge from the pyramidnl watershie! 18 unelecsly ¢ iruted 1: LYie
lur;o;ncﬁny area”, There ig no comprehene ive wotrr_pipn s ent t':-;; t
L5r;.;e Fhf nztural kdvantagee of the 15 Bq.ki. Bresn e ~1k;‘ s
Ziri-pradakehine 24 which epeircler {re vracheln hild o
exarple, luighe of ¥ wEre Byn e re 0 Ko a Y e dyedin b z
Syeter of Tiruvannumulsl town which wie ¢ by €¢ Wt G O wr

i ¥ t -

fros the hLill.

vig t & ru-foxrents Aru the

n B : 3 t L i lc pretile

alt is Tregeiniel an iture
i€ yerourcer within narrowly cconceived torpet rress
over the comlngs decades of deenening hundrede of g

ipu) wuter eunplies from fatther Atield, and perely
® of an incresmingly deseriifiee envirornmest

reecting Leguene

¢
e S PR
.’,A"u orti timely spplication of erzertin) ecalorienl
principles would cut fy.itless expend.ture
Deegite the thecie thot we Bre vary ne return, the
e . ure, th
fileld 16 cieerly uefined, well within 76 th braght
Drotpeces of visible nuceesm following ‘ G (e ¥ action
g T fon,

Regenerating the Perkveter . the Afforeetation of Arunschalw

Reconicndax

3 Y ST » . » o -~ .~ 2
(Y)=Inscdiste irilemertetion of Socinl Porertry Prolect_Phuce IY:

The Tazil Nadu government in cooperatian with the Swedish Internationel
Development Apency hea initiated & five.yeer (1985/89 - 1992/972)
Siate_wioe so2inl foreetry oroject, The coanrehensive objectivees of thie
coordinsted effort sre the precisc Answer $0 the urgent needs of the
Tiruvennemalel ecosystes. Unforiunatel;, this area sppenre to have been
completely overlooxe! by the enlightened project planners. We esrnestly
snpeal to the concerped mutherities to teke immediate stens to implemmnt
the Social Vorestry Project - Phase II At Tiruvennamslai, Thie grest
eociul opportunity must not be uwissed, 1t curries the meeds of the future
&rnd this fnitiamtive would stiamulate the dormant symexgy self-sueizining
synergy of local government and voluntury organisations.
Hellcooter broudcaet of eeeds under Natione) Westelands DNevelonmem ¢
Eourd scheme: The NWDE hus furmalatesd a scheme under which Rerial
Becdily will Le¢ uncerte<en for growing forest ereae, ecpecially in
inacces=inle places, where irees are essentis)l for the maintainence mé
resloration of the ecologiczal talance, SES.)

A& Biletel by the Advisor to the Governor of Tem!l Fadu, thie scheme
i¢ first to he ipnlemented in neighbouring Dhermanuri dietriet thie
v mer. It will be implemented in North Arcot and South Arcot dietrices
wvith the onset of the northeaet mcnsoons later this year., If succssefipl,
the scneme will be e>tended to other parts of Taril Wadu,

We urgently recuest that thies scheme be imnlemented for the Arunechsls
Bill et ¥iruvennamsliai, North Arcot District, Relicopter seeding
covering the difficult terrain of the entire kill would et & stroke gyt
the encrmour expenditure of marnower, time and Eorey to achieve the
Sipe end hy conventionsl meane at grouné level. This Eirbwigibllity
cperatisn would elso rivet sttecticn of the locel poruletior whaes
=oraie in a4tk @ Ylow ebh .

(2)
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(*) Ban burniag The exieting luwr, rules rne e Lo

5 governins the onratecti-n ipa e 0f
(¢) Ean woodeutting: the lands miound Tiruvermazalag uEt
(%) Eun Ernzing: Ye strictly enfo:ced Ey the conserned

governmert departmente,

The offenders ure Bwill in number, are esEily identifintle,
havoc cut of wll prooortion to their direct individusr) welf tern 0y
The; feur the law but take advantuege of ite blind rye. Moe
bave thus taken the sort option inetead of working at enut
time €n loyment und undtr..e::.nlc;'mh:n oonortunities avaiin:
the local economy ,

Nevertheless, none of them Bre ignorunt, T would +i)lisp3
particionte in gninful vaployuenl avenues which LR omensin SV T Re
WOrKk 01 re_foresijyy Arupschiala, Thia nu talped fur_ters 1
of environmental recioration would in turn U0y the long_ter nacity
of the rurnl ecor Guy 1o sunport ricultut«l emnloym=nt =n e
ectivity converging unon Tiruvennemalsl from the hintcrlan at
Arunnachale,

or &uil conservstion up
ofY t‘:xt:v.-ﬁzr;ﬂ?‘.‘;:' £
tenl dtl Tiruvennepnlei, Coned nily } ‘
tefue »i¢ Joet to the aproe L&k 1 v ek
Lho: 3¢ pecde L0 check the LS ¥ v iOcd o Y : Y ¢
BEETOL Lhe Li1l, Gnd cancery: L iaear SSrisdssvicdy
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SOGHY S LT e 18 HOLE W Biil, tite wilkin thie anrrme 104 Fererve
Firewme, ua @ dv-Cad Al TG v, O Lhe Glher -k v Tinde jte
relipgious fesiivel of
when unio Lvo million cevoteew
1, "nd & Eucred fire is i3

BOBL po-eilul e aessiun

in

hot Liic, ccliecpay
froc nesr

at > the pe o, Ted by th Jutenge of irdividus]
fferfrgm nile czuidron., Th= Gevout hy the
Lhautaniis; pnaderiveke the srduous climb to

(3 /TW e Tt buinine eun, without the
COGTane i B-anmele Wy er ey whiech to . thxe Yert and shelter,

e trost Lhut concerasd mindgs vill move the =-anranriate badias
r AeclorE ke padrs? BEYT & Nationwl Heritaga, The hill {5 ri1ill
rich ip remnant eced, ehrut snd #ipling ponulati onr, left to fteelr,
niture would Fteadily vepenerste hereelf, The eoil 18 friatle and
#1111 retiins the capacity to sussort ive original biolivereivy.
dn order to faucilitete nlE, and in addition to direct afrfor :atetion
schimes, tne hill wust €njoy ebrclute protectiioen, Only nou-hervest
ure& of the slopes can be tneouragec. Thus, the remaining wildlife
111 «leo thrive—-the comzon lungar, the rheeus, emslier Wimss 18, ¥e
leptilier, mnc & large ferily of birds, including Siberian Rlgreatory
tpecies wnich winter nere,
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Hurer. needes can be met by controlled zoning »nsd rotaticpsl 4 vice:
in the abundant level lande At the feet of the hill. The en'irse wresn. ¢
the n 1l itoelf pust be strictly orotected from any forr cf narn.
eaonomic eynloitution, In tire, the recenerated rovion roald le
sunnort educationnl, wildlife, neture nnd tourist programmes,

The desfgnation of Arunachala as a Neitjonnl Reritege reprece; te
en enubling meature, and i not &n end in itself.

(9) Punlic awareness and pecnler particinetdons This (€ rot luewin,.
Initiel investigautione Indicute enormove untenned notentinl. Having
vested nrime responeibility in the banoe of the Rovernser® anpd § re
pyencies, the individunl feels helpleers when fuced with the svceniny
canvas of environwentul degreadation, Offered the frumewcrk fov
coopeyation, volunt-r, orgrniselione snd concerned cjitjzens resijly
reshond with u 1

Weret nd end contritute their ene aler mccording 1
their ahjlitiee. Nohody need2 10 be conweried, Virect confirmsiic
of the conviction thut chunge can snd will come .baut destroye
nlieristed scepticicm end onens the wey to reclicing Ehared 2 mu sty
£ bl

Urten youth Kre eiuger to narticipate {n tree nlan‘ing nrogream-et in
the disiricts, Voluntery grouns engaged ih environmentz] work eicevhere
are peen L0 Enure thoelr experienced mnd exnertise. lLiveiy cnrmuninatbons
Eecin lice viceofilse end shadow punpet % thentre stimuiut~ the Jascal
nity ‘nto thought and fon. Tastriburtion of ne-dlingsr free or
hopomine] oo t encuurige: Mmtation on n* ivate lands, Indivicuals are
» ling to eetnbhlich niznt nureerier, Thene Ars Enue cf the
puseitiliticee interent in Tiruvannestlai thiry .

Peopier onriicineiion ernn be cnlled unan oniy i? the bene'sts of

efforertntion nre guarrntesd to flow tn the conmunity rm s whels na
Bt v Ly BnCcis ithire prrly at o futwe €ate,. “herefore
irlatrative resanneild livy, rerource wahertbin, sullic hereq
ixenent 0f objeciiven, all need to be clenrly bprn exnliic

} one that the snycrynrert w11l o« fecv ik HeRese £Yy
mtatutes which wiil Pllew 2rry the bretl rerconive of the J.¢r)

Belirviy Eha it i et envivrensentel nrofyRane ot nusrihly
initinte #n@ ruxtsin uitfu} rrojects witnout comaunity eunaort,

“& Ccnh foer Lthe inner * of the projiected work ke oy vitnl, 4T not
U IMar s § rinnce. Vhe )y 18 1o snccurare the peyc’ologichl funnort
O Lac wreintus nuxnses 0of Jlnuabitents,

) of huwsn nongaleticn fncreune hag

{ ara Cor the conse—vation of nRture.l re-ources,
tnin Fla clesrty luoke «74s n revolution {n humain Awsreness, This is’
& Viaile air, nince the Isis unen which such & ravolution {8 besed
i #lerningly nresent mnd the drngerF hromdcast nrovocatively by our
mhEr wedina,

Sinre -Lhe prss T4ET

> hihiftes » minculer 63

“his mxx oricis drings he ooseibility for change, and iniiially
R A TEm #1 o aqa ) s Al e ts are reguaredccto olurity
t ! Pt e 1305 b yid A Sheed with bhuth the extent of
. ud thes ealuriogs Lo wobiew:, and to shere in cainfidence that
:; WtV { e e Lhege S S avereone,
Eveent Tor viaos ndjastepents fi vt astitce conta iluling to greanter
gobliidt, , It is ovar sowirs of comsenicniion whieh dfetingish ne fron

a7 Evasdunarg oredecebsore. Uoan this faculty ihée norsibility for
Chinge wiw rwmbti, A Co!taln snours of work as to he dune to mun the
i LaiT sl 0ar RCULOEY with eocld infarpmtilon, bhut espentially it is

b ety and Cosmagentiay thiis inTorgation thst attenition can de

Cruwh 10 the domain, Tt i sitention thet 1 wost vitally efrentiva,
Col Ccomtanct with wewher. of sever-l communily rervice groune ard

teo_ned! here niowe thit therc are asmuy adult nersons a2eturs g

cwiithefin uhf capable of L5y oatialive, By disrexinsting

A R llilh cuin # mense of Ontiwibm, Lie varfous groune wiil haolad
1op2ther, and 1 every nobiihla way sun-tort povernmentr) efforte with
she s.ute confidence, The adulte renrerenting these Froune Are rlesriy
oricutes tuvurds thelr own respective fields, and are encouraged to
Celry Gut thedl intentions in concert with government &nd with one

enovth er,
---6
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Jt ir to schoclehilaren prrticularly thet a crll 10 Bwiben nove
eddre: sed, They not only need %o he hetter informed, but nlsc .nv
tuks a2 etend, those who have the capicity, enc join in Lie 1ol
of coth inner #nd oulexr aupecté of nureihidfty,

we have eontvct with young environmental gioune Bn other nsuris

v s be

LR el ¥ )

of

Tacil Nnda, In Madres, wil@life &na aaventure 2rount ATe Very ener,siic

and csn cowr here to weet nnd eoete with soung neonle, to exchupe

eocrience anc entimsirrm, Prom duroville and the Palni ¥ille avea,
youny Tewiliang have been workine erteneively in betr uepects of scclopy

for many yeare, &nd have very filne video m
contritute to un?erstrnding . These 1ilra Fove Le
involved with the revitulisstion of the envi7zonre

todn otheY arei)

terfnl to ke vitiidned to
ecanlied by nayiong

1n

Tl hedu where ecclopiste hive nucceeded in enabling conmun) vies to
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