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M.S. SWAMINATHAN B-4/142 SAFDARJUNG ENCLAVE
NEW DELHI-110 029
Telephone: 679069

September 23, 1988.

Dear

I thank you very much for your kind letter concerning
the afforestation of Arunachala and declaring Arunachala a

National Heritage Site. I shall discuss this matter with
Shri K.P. Geethakrishnan, Secretary, Ministry of Environment

and Forests.

With my best regards,

Yours sincerely,

(M.S. Swaminathan)

Shri Dev Gogoi,
*Refuge'
Sri Ramanasramam P.O.
Tiruvannamalai
Tamil Nadu-606 603.
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M.S. SWAMINATHAN TO
NGeosARJS:

NE\
Telephone: 679069

September 23, 1988.

My dear

1 enclose a letter received from Shri Dev Gogoi

requesting actiononthe afforestation of Arunachala and declaring
it a National Heritage Site. 1 would like to have an opportunity
of discussing with you the development of National Heritage
Site in our country.

With warm regards,

Encl: As above Yours sincerely,

(M.S. Swaminathan)

Shri K.P. Geethakrishnan,
Secretary,
Ministry of Environment and Forests,
Lodi Road, New Delhi.
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'hefuge!?Sri humanausremam P.O,
Tiruvannamalai
Timil nadu - EO GOD

hr.E.o Swaminathan 12 SerttssPresident
International Union for the
Conservation of Nature
and l'utureal Fes ources
PR-4/14¢ Safderjang tnelave
“ew Delhi -~ 110 0223

the Afforestation of Arunachala
7 AZZ the sacred hill at Tiravannem lai,Bae Je. Niven ony North .reot Tistrict, Tamil vaéu

ht the eugeestion «f Trof.k Swenirne:': of Ladras, we
write 10 ,ou with to the eldoree. tion of
arauachela,

Pieuase find herewith & brief Six-pvsre renort on the.
current situation, inclucing « broed outline of « nlan of
ection.

We a hencful of bo@ies working nert-tine ant
volunterily, seexing to involve organisetions with the
resourccs ano canscit, to effect the transform tions
urgently required here.

hennwhile, we are agevoting our linited =bilities tow:réds
anitiating chernge mocestly tut steadily, not only of our
ecosystem but also the heerts and minds of our local
pondulation.

we €Inestly request your advice and assist:nce, and look
forwarc very ruch to your views.

onecificelly, is there any porsitility of declaringArunschelé a Kational Heritsge?
With regarde and best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Seer
(Dev Gogoi)

encl:&.a.

c.c:) Prof.K.oSw:minathan, Madras.



A Brief Kote
Being 8 Praft Plan of Intent for the Afforestation of Arunachelathe Sacred Hi}] at Zizvvannemajat, North arcot Diet, Tart] wadu

Introductions
Revered since ancient timen ap Shiva himpelf in the form of @ lingan,Arunachala hillock rises 2,668 ft from a vaat plain bounded by hil}oy ranges on the horigon, The town of Tiruvannamalai which has PrownSround the magnificent Sth century Arunachaleswarar Ternle at thebeee of the hill, today hosts a ronulation of nearly 1,00,000 6oule,and the surrounding country is inhabited by numerous Villages anasettlexents. The giri_pradakshina road which encirclen the hill im14 km long, circumscribing an area of more than 15 FQ kp,This geometrically synretrical wicro-watershed and cacheaent areMote wae once & rich and varied econysten, The environment was extensivelyforested by indisenous anecien and theese netural fpresta were home toprecious wildlife including herds of @leohantn, tiger, leasura, bear,deer, and other eaaller Bpecier, The ainor human Dooulation enjoyedthe wealth of a wholesone environment, plentiful water resources,and fruits of the land adequate to their needs,o Today, we are witneas to a scene of Crisia, The dieuatrourte ,

4 Conbe quences of the rupid ara dettructive Changes brought about byMe the exaloging nunan Ponulation over the last 100 years is everyuhewe
:

* to serv, The forests have comrletely disanneared, and with them thewildlife has vanisned, Water is a penrce Commodity, both for domeetiocAnd aericultural purposes. This region is now well-troun ag pseverély drought~orone district, Tne quality of life of tneincrenting hawan Population fa abyeme].
In addition to the known ROctOneconorie and demogranhic forcen' which hove etrained the neture] ecosystem (svhich has Always been teker: Tor granted) to near bresring-noirt, the current move to = oe,‘ Tiruvannanslad the aistrict herto. rterr will reecit inof Bposrent Orornerity, to wm conniete breakdow, cfCepacity of the exteting thy en’ to sustain ite hursan Dead ree,Unless urgent measures are teker . re-foreat the hill, ara“ effect roi] Contervatlun, regenesetian of @T Ounidwiter TeScuTves, anga“ ‘ the cresution of a micro-cligste conducive to the maximum nrecivitation—

. : of rainfell, thas leying the true foundation for the vresnerity of

|

the present o:¢ future generations,

1

Stete of the environrent todays caéusee and conrFegquencesAB One approaches Tiruvannemalal Slong any one of the nine hichwayewhich converge upon thir pilgrim centre from various @irections, theborcteculer Arunechele hil) which rises hicve the town te cle rlyi from a distance of rore than 37 km. Or closer inavection,this mapsive landm-erk ip Virtuglly devoid of vegetation, It ie portlybare rock and huge toulders fet arnidet reddish earth, with a spareecover of hardy shrbsa snd érseces. During the reiny wenson, this thinVepetative cover gives the hill a soothing green napect, while forBost of the year during the dry montha it fa brown, harsh and
. forbidding, It takes a feat of the imayination, based on historical: records and the words of our Beniornost residents, to believe thatthe hill wat once well forested, with wild animale and water anlerty,The surrounding countryeide ie extensively cultivated with crcpe,partly depencent on tne northeast moneoon andwe} irrigstion, There@re no natural foreats in the vicinity, and whetelands form aSilgenificsnt part of the landscape.

Weter: Tireet observation and tir trviewa with fernere oonfirm that thewater table has fallen drastically in the naet decade, Deenite thedeepening of eurface welle, they yield lese water and are ery formost cf the year, This hae had immediate adverse effects on rura)Propperity. The problem is compounded by the need for deep_bore wellswhich further devlete groundwater reserves, in the total ebserce ofany Burface measures to conserve this €buential resource,
fhe town of Tiruvannamalai tteelf experiences a permne.t watershortage. The municinal Bupply ia reetricted to very short periods: éuring the day. The numerous tanks and tirthams bequeathed by wealthy‘ Datrons in the past are the only other source of water, and theee ere@ustaining the majority of the urban population who are withoutacceks to minicipal waiter connections. These tanks sre bedly e{ites@- 2 (thers intsined. -



re no rivere here, ane the sren Te corpletety caren cee erfor its yeur-round weiter reoulrementr, Reinfall reste: cebesreoletion teanke ane recharges prountwater FRESPISCOe pepn cecline, aa reinfeall hee been Foayse,o Show an iiproving tress inlees concerted Offorte are nitethe environpent to forner order,
Parma The ¢ortrart €ecgrenkic feetor affecting the eter,Te the Fyri teed, end its feroare Ptete tas theClrectly onnoette ta ’

reir. Por poet of tt, veAt de the ericentre OF intense hens Sethian. Ms, reo )ter toe
of hot alr nrevenis Fry orecinitea

! . try oythe laste of 6 few yeare for thy burnt land LO rereners te itrelf,before at de cudtavited be in, But the Arunachala hill its burn+ everywter. Thit unigue and eycre: exam de intclerable, It hus nerrievecSor decodee, It must ston now,
Ttole not ereentinl to burn the AL]] for the he.lthy growth of nevClore. Thit ie Simnly the lezy answer, who ir not willing te éc

he Devaethensin €6ine the paltry eur of » few hundred rounverEnnusliy be Sucticning the rights to harveet the Erker), F hane?et nefemilien rie Panfullo ennto.ci fer Sart Of the yeer, an? the entireEutince of the hill is Charreé to cinaere year after year, Paia proceseCennut be ccondc.ed any longer, In lew, nchedy hea the exolicit Tight teburn the hill. Previoue attempts to call a halt have fajled, %,Putharities mest exfsrce @rieting tules ard orders, banning ti:turning of the forthwith,
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Woodcuttin Ae if the deetruction is not corslete, the Pholingrshrate vhioh BStrugrle to grow in thie @lready Severely degrades cede.ere ruthlesaly chonved for firewood, On any given day, ecores of eanCuiteréroum uncheckes over the HI], bearing neny heatloads of firew
on
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Rarhet conpurntion, The concerned authorities Sove mer heOther pritritiee., The natcral fer y sour
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chine co fen wert saenes
1 fertility and Vigour of the earth to. no
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