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Comments by Pandurang

Eastern Plains Project (EPP) (Synopsis)

1. Coverage 17 Districts and 138 Taiukas

Regions wary and needs different diverse

approach. Ex. Bidar has forest area and

requires a different treatment compared to

other regions in plains.
5

2. Farm Forestry: 2/3 of Project area is in Private ownership

(3,00,;000) EPP envisages only distributien of

seedlings that one useful to farmers. What

is the guarntee that it will not follow the

footsteps of Karnataka Social Forestry. ?

3, Reserve is being used by people: The EPP is
(RF) is attempting to Keep the people away -words

like 'intensive protection from grazing' etc.

The treatment of RF sounds radical. However,

the! policing! approach is hidden behind the

rehtoric.
only in 70,000 hects.4. JFPM

No people's participation.
Models of Plantations already developed for

Peoples participation.
- Irrigatéd' - Plantations: where is the need ?

5.

Teak - Commercial orentation.

6. Finance Rs, 566 Crores.
1996-97: Outlay of 16 Crores Actual Project
starts from 1997-98 64% on afforestation (

(470 500 Ha) how much for JFPM ? (23,500 Pha)

7. Training : What is the need for foreign EYaining ?
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PROJECT: REVIEW OF FORESTRY AND ENVIRONMENT PROJECT

FOR THE EASTERN PLAINS OF KARNATAKA

Background :

In recent years Government of Karnataka has taken financial

assistance to develop the forestry sector. In the seventies

Karnataka Social Forestry Project was implemented with the financial

assistance from World Bank and ODA. In the eighties ODA has

financed Western Ghat Forestry Project. Now the Japnese Government,

OECF (Overseas Economic Co-operation Fund) has agreed to fund the

forestry project known as 'FORESTRY AND ENVIRONMENT PROJECT FOR

THE EASTERN PLAINS IN KARNATAKA 2 « This project is one of the biggest

with a total budget of Rs. 566 Crores for Six years. The préject

starts in 1996-97. The sailent features of the project are:

Afforestation in 4,70,500 hectares and soil, water conservation

Work.

It would be implemented in 17 districts (mainly in the plain

areas) and 138 talukas.

Concept of Zoning in part of the Project

Tt has 13 méddels of afforestation

The objectives :

a) To launch Massive tree plantation programme

in Eastern Plains.

by To bring balanced ecological upgradation

.@} To meet the requirements of local people

with respect to wood and non wood forest

products,
2
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- Peoples participation through JFPM

To optimise the productivity of forest land.

Though this project is being formulated from 1992, the final

approval has come in 1995, Surprisingly, the KFD (Karnataka

Forest Department) has not discussed the Project with NGOs or

with villagers. It envisages the formalation cf Committees to

involve people and NGOs. However, the NGOs have not reviewed this

project in detail,

As this project follows the pattern of WGFP, we would like to

critically evaluvate the project, especially with the perspective

of its impact on people's participation. As the project is
already launched and it is in its first year of implementation,

the afforestation activities would provide an indication to the

future direction of the project.

This funds from Japan is a soft loan with an interest rate of

only percent. However, as the interest has to be paid in

hard currency, the real interest rate may be much higher than what

is stated. It is essential to analyse the 'real interest'
implications of the assistance,

OBJECTIVES: I. To review the FEPEF Project Proposal and to

write the critique based on the proposal.

II. To study the implementation of the

A. Project in the Plains
B. To enumerate the afforestation done under the

programme, and to see the selection of species
« 3
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To assess the participation of people in

implementation of FEPEF/JFPM

Tit. To assess the financial implication of the

project on the debt repayment scenario and to

analyse the real cost of the borrowings.

@ STRATEGY : Primary and Secondary Gata collection from -

To assess peoples participation
KFD

Field data

Enumeration of Plantations

METHODELOGY: Appéontment of Field Assistant (with forestry

background) to assess the programme and collect data.

Time Frame: Six months from October 1997 to March 1997

Budget :

I. Research Assistant one post Rs. 15,000-00

@ 2,500 pom. for 6 months.

IT. Consultants Honararium 30 Rs. 12,000-00

30 days X 400 p. day.

TIT. Travelling Expenses 18, 000-00

Iv, Office Costs
Stationery. 8, 000-00

Tel + Fax etc. 4, 000-00

Postage 1,500-00

.4
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v. Workshop in Eastern Plains 15, 000-00

Vi. Contingency 1, 5060-00

Vii,Accounts + Auditing 7, 000-00

Total Rs, 82, 000-00
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