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Phis report ains a brief report of the activities taken up by
Parisara Sanmraks h»h, Kendra (Environment “onservation Centre), based

at Sirsdi in Uttara Kannada

In continuetion of earlier work we continued the struggle to save
indegeniocus honey bees in westefn ghdts, south india. Due to out

efforts tr& state government constituted a commltthc of experts to
study the impact of Thai Sack 'Brood disease and clso the

of introduction of A. Mellefera, the exotic bees from North India.

he Thai S&Ck Brood disease spreads during winter. This winter it has

2rossed the Ekaﬂrm“pwhiz valley in the Cavery catchment in Coorg.
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Our activikits wisxked disted these iress to upgderstand the problem
aqd~:6 organise beekeepers. ‘Oge beekeeper, the’iargeﬁt in soﬁth KASE-
eagst %sia, ﬁg. Sufesh,ehenqapga of Honey Valley apaiacy

4450 colonies in a matter of just 15 days. Similar1y ’any small bee
keepersfhéve-suffered dﬁe to sudden- appearence of the x .disease.

L«The Karnataka Government is peoviding . a minimum compensation. of-Rs.50/-
per bee box. :No doubt)it is a meagre sum, but it is a stoken é@q%ns&tion
to peoplé in times of‘ﬁistress, +:

“The go?@pnhent hQS°notbini§iaied any prcgramme'fér_breguing;diseaée

,resistant‘straing from among - the indegenious chonias, Many . bee

fkéepers told us that there are scme cokqnies that have su:vive& the .

'viius;disease. SPSK. (pdalSdrd Sanmrakshana Kendra) is aavocatlng forj

taking up such breeding progr amme immealately _.But government has not

-

‘taken:any'action; we hdve approached BAIF, a NGO to help us in -

breeding honey bees resistant to the vi;u%?dlseaseg? We have also
'662




e e : , v :
written tofstate government to launch breeding of disease resistant

stralns of honey bees in western Ghat dis trv<ts, Karantaka.
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There is.a GQﬁt«f"Caum»«h' %ﬁa@tlo“ by some Pee KnvvefriCmor&r-fmvg

g&ﬁiﬁtiﬁﬁ.. The Puttur Society in South Kanaratgis alreadv 1mp¢rted
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100 bee colonies of exotic species from| Indla, from CalcuttaQ It 5
costs RS, 2000/~ per colonym It is almost imposs;ble for a smcll“”j’

‘vmarginal farmer buy colonies which are exhorbitantly expencxv;

In acd ition tu tre € Ccost aspects, the. exotlc bees are not in a position

.to survive in the troplgdl conditions of western ghats.

‘We have also established contacts in Tamil Nadu and Kerala to know
more about the spread of the disease and the performance of exotic

bees in their raspe@tive states.
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Unfortundteéz even the National Bee Board at the centre (belhl) is
9

pxshyﬂﬂD“qL thesu exotic bees into south India. There ‘is an urgent

need to create awaraness about its lxrelevapce to south Indlce
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FORESTRY:

b Q)A\JK(QVMM : 4001
A forestr,* ograme Funmea [e;&eea—aﬁ:w a5 }:xu.m “mn} emented in western .
Ghats, Karnatakd. The first phase of this promect known as 'Western

'Ghat Forestry Programme‘ is being implemented in Uttara Kannuaa distrlct.

AS PSK is involved in forestry issues, we tried to look ;nto the project

o éo’ see whether it is contributing te ’déve.’lopnent of the forests in

w?stg;n éhat$} We analysed g?z’?gggfct Proposal and founa that though

'fthey"havé lofty objectlve.,in rEEt;ﬁlnanuldl dl*oc_t¢unb it-does not
*give priority to peoples participdtion, There were two ‘many expert
*coming from forelgn countrv via tht zunJlna agency (ODA ’ Oerseas,

*Devrlopmgnt dewn* tLﬁlJOhy‘ U.K.) i While analysing these aspects, we

°_fe1t that there is a need to create awarerkss among yolqmg makers and
: : 3 5 - ..3




general people. In order fo do this we held & ;:eae Pcnﬁerer’r at

eng=lore in March 1994, Local newspapers ccvered the issue ra;sed by

In addition to analysis of the project proposal we are a2lso condueting
an indepth study on this programme in Uttara Kannada. We.are“asseseing'

the possible impect .of such prograiire “on village'people;

=
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.One of the main objective of the programme is to in 1 ggﬁei?village

people in management of forest resources. This ta known as Joint
fForest Plannlng and Management (oFPM) in which Vl;ldﬂa FOI&;T Committees
is to be formed at village 1eve1. PSK is contacting such v1lldge

forest committees to create ewarenees amoug people about JFPN,.

We care also contacting other NGCS in Uttaza Kanndue to Cooxulngtc
the strategy to ;mplement JFPM and help xv**e to take control of
forest resources. We’haee established contacts iwith some villages

in which the forestry programme is implemented ;

ANTI NUCLEAR R MOVEMENT:

,’The collapre of a deme at Kaiga, has raised’ cbubEa about the saftey

fof nuclear power plant, Tn501te of stronj P opposit1on to buildlng

of nuclear power plantfin Ka;ga, Uttara Kannada, Karnataka, the'.
government has gone ahead to build the plant. They promised that there

is total saftey in the generation of nuclear power.

However. even before completlon/the falling of dxmn dome indicateés the

&

immenent ddnger of nuclear energy. Utillsing;this,qppontunlty we

esd
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took part in rejuvenating antinuclear struggle in the district.

: v ;
we took pmrt 1n orgunlslng the meeting dnd holélng a :a/uﬂ at Karwar,

~)

the district headquarters.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES:

In order to create awareneéss in' the villages we held sk slide shows on
env1xonment in 9 vilidges, We also contacted students in the

bLhOOlS for thla purpose.
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PARISARA SANMRAKSHANA KENDRA

HALF YEARLY REPORT FOR JANUARY TO JUNE 1994

This report contains a brief report of the activities taken up by
Parisara S8anmrakshana Kendra (Environment Conservation Centre),

based at Sirsi in Uttara Kannada district, Karnataka.

SAVE HONEY BEES COMPAIGHN

In continuation of earlier work we continued the struggle to save

indegenious honey bees in western ghats, south India. Due to our

efforts the state government constituted a committee of experts to
study the impact of Thai Sack Brood disease an. also the suitability

of introduction of A. Mellefera, the exotic bees from North India,

The Thai Sack Brood disease spreads during winter. This winter it
has crossed the Bhagamandala valley in the Cavery catchment in Coorg.
our activisits visited these areas to understand the problem and to
organise beekeepers. One beekeeper, the largest in south east Asia,
Mr. Suresh Chengappa of Honey Valley Apaiary has lost 450 colonies
in a matter of just 15 days. Similarly many small bee keepers have

suffered due to sudden appearence of the disease.

The Karnataka Government is providing a minimum compensation of
Rs. 50/= per bee box. No doubt, it is a meagre sum, but it is a

token compensation to people in times of distress.

The government has not initiated any programme for breeding disease
resistant strains from among the indegenious colonies. Many bkee
keepers told us that there are some colonies that have survived the

virus disease., PSK (Parisara Sanmrakshana Kendra) is advocating for
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taking up such breeding programme immediately. But government has
not taken any action. We have approached BAIF, a NGO to help us in
breeding honey bees resistant to the virus disease. We have also
written to the state government to launch breeding of disease

resistant strains of honey bees in western Ghat districts, Karnataka.

There is a counter reaction by some Bee Keepers Co-oOperative
Societies. The Puttur Society in South Kanara haesalready imported
100 bee colonies of exotic species from eastern India, from Calcutta.
It costs Rs. 2000/- per colony. It is almost impossible for a small
and marginal farmer buy colonies which are exhorbitantly expensive.
In addition to these cost aspects, the exotic bees are not in a

position to survive in the tropical conditions of western ghats.,

We have also established contacts in Tamil Nadu and Kerala to know
more about the spread of the disease and the performance of exotic

honey bees in their respective states.

Unfortunately even the National Bee Board at the centre (Delhi) is

propagating these exotic bees into south India. There is an urgent

need to create awareness about its irrelevance to south India.

FORESTRY s

A forestry programme funded by ODA, U.K. (Overseas Development
Administration) is being implemented in Western Ghats, Karnataka.
The first phase of this project known as 'Western Ghat Forestry

Programme' is being implemented in Uttara Kannada district.

As PSK is involved in forestry issues, we tried to look into the
project to see whether it is contributing to development of the
forests in Western Ghats. We analysed the Project Proposal and found

that though they have lofty objective, in terms of financial
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allocations it does not give priority to peoples to peoples
participation. There were too many experts coming from foreign
country via the funding agency (CDA, Overseas Development
Administration, U.K.). W®While analysing these aspects, we felt
that there is a need to create awareness among poligy makers and

general people. In order to do this we held a press conference at

Bangalore in March 1994. Local newspapers covered the issue raised

by us.

In addition to analysis of the project proposal we are also conducting
an indepth study on this programme in Uttara Kannada. We are

assessing the possible impact of such programme on village people.

One of the main objective ©f the programme is to involve village
people in management of forest resources. This is known as Joint
Forest Planning and Management (JFPM) in which Village Forest
Committees is to be formed at village level. PSK is contacting such
village forest committees to create awareness among people about

JFPM,

We are also contacting other NGUOs in Uttara Kannada to coordinate
the strategy to implement JFPM and help people to take control of
forest resources. We have established contacts with some villages

in which the forestrg psogramme is implemented.

ANTI NUCLEAR MOVEMENT

The collapse of a dome at Kaiga, has raised doubts about the saftey
of nuclear power plant. Inspite of strong opposition to building
of nuclear power plant in Kaiga, Uttara Kannada, Karnataka, the
government has gone ahead to build the plant. They promised that

there is total saftey in the generation of nuclear power.
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However, even before completion of the building of dome indicates

the immenent danger of nuclear energy. Utilisg#ng this opportunity

we took part in rejuvenating antinuclear struggle in the district.
We took part in organising the meeting and holding a rally at

Karwar, the district headguarters.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES:

In order to create awareness in the villages we held slide shows on
environment in 9 villages. We also contacted students in the

schools for this purpose.
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Thev said that alternate route should be studied to reduce the

destruction of forests.

Inspite of this opposition the government is determined to go ahead
with the construction of power line. PSK is actively orgenising

the people to stop this destructive project.

&

SAVE HONEY BEES CAMPA

we have continued our efforts in saving the local indegenious honey

becs, The dreaded TSBV (Thai Sack Brood Virus) has affected

thousaend of honey bee: colonies in Uttara Kannaeda district. It ha’

almost led to decimation of bee keeping in the district.

our efforts to dailouge with the state government to initiate a

programme to breed queens from local bee colonies has had little
Even Bee keepers societies have opted to import exotic

bee colonies from Bengal. This has proved very disastorous beCause

the exotic bee colonies have not been able to perform well. They

can not adopt to the tropical climste in western ghats.

We have been creating awareness with Bee keepers and policy ﬂak&rsq"
on this issues. We are asking the government not to introduce

exotic honey bees in this region.

ENVIROMMENTAL ACTIVITIES

PSK is involved in a campaign to ssve the forests from an anti
people afforestation programme funded by ODA. OOJA (Overseas
Development Administration, U.K.) is funding Western Ghat Forestry
Project. This is being irplemented in Uttara Fannada district.

Due to the implementation of this project, the poorest people are
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ed from their land, The graezing land is planted with
monoculture, leading to destruction of bicdiversity of
western ats PSK ha aunched a Ccampaign aegainst adverse impact

of the

BLOG
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