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FACTS INDIAN
1

8

India is one of the few countries in the world that has a comn-

lete
Low. tne gnow-line jn

;
vegetation from the to the

Starting th
fe

we first get the alpine Meacows and through different trpes of

coniferous and broad leave: forests, each typical of the elevation
at which it occurs, we finally come to the rains forests on the West-

rn Ghats and in assam; which are characteristic of moist, humid,

trogical regions. Each one of these zones of vegetation has forests
of surpassing loveliness, though at first sight thev might not

strike one as any thine Singular or out of the ordinarv, The scale
on which they occur is go huge that time has toe be given for anpreci-
ation to begin- to allow besuty to soak in, so to sav.

Let us start with the alpine MEEGOWS » These are huge Sraseyv

plains occuring abeve the height iimii for tree growth, Tneidental-
ly, this. elevation bevond which trees donot grow is called the *

limber line" by foresters, on the analogv of the geographical snow-

Line. The grass in these meadows is greener and softer than that
of the most well kept lawh, though of attention it receives none;

rather instead of being preserved Lice a lawn it is grozed by nuriber-

less sheep and goats tnroughout the sumer, vet inepite of this
phan, cL stf 4 retains its On counter-

parts of adi the famed European flowers grow here, + and the,Hdelweiss-
for which Swiss swains risk their necks in order to presentx it to.

their grows plentifully and is easily come by. It is
Not unusual to come across 8 stream which cannot be seen but whose

gurgling can only be heard until one is aware of its presence by

putting both feet inj; so overgrown with flowers are the banks that,

the stream itself is completely hidden,

Descending lower the Yew and Junipers occur, The Vew is reput-

ed in Bngland as a grave-yard tree, and is usually assouviated with

the rituals of witches. -On the other hand it was considerably in

demand by soldiers of the miadle ages as was the best timber

known for Making cows. The Juniper is « Ve! £2 plant:
& anc « te-., and though its > ty i 'ere is

high up in the Yimaivas it can be Brown even at sea-level. Also the

best vood for pencils is the 'Juniper, thous? tn i+ 45

¥

+ 4

misnamed the "Fencii Ceaar",
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ext come tre pircenes anu Nan Level Firs. The silverv-barked
~

a

8repBirch"ist 4 *celigmful aty and its' étaon adtree to 63 Lookf 8a<? peg a A
a iten barr ver usede for its barks before the invention ot paper

4i i

for writing and preservin, recoras, ute bark peels Une tree in

rong, roids end looks and ~4°eels very mucis. ttke parer,
b infuundeloW thas tue Blue Fines and Deodars are lhe vestern

and CE Ls tral and Caks anc 17 the "Tastern,

Tne inalan Deouar 18 a first cousin of the "Cedar of Lebanon", "hat

trec tamed fo. its durabislts én0 a8 @ construction wood.

DULLGOIM,s exist tue Lebanon in Weil the Cedar teams are FCC

cwats Otc! Tite
w equally auratle, and 3 x the onlv

rich ~conifes of sleep 22 17 thout Prescrvative treetmert are

accepted w VT the Rallv.js.
ine arc for tierr floers of surpessing

beauty~ the flovers bein, of cll sizes end heving a vervw yier ravge

of enlourcs. nsNarier?number of cerur ty the
e

wid HO OtherDistrict, part of the vorle are such a larire nurber

a kinds of Rhadcd ndrons to be foud, @ a >

1
a

Next tne temperate broad leaved specles,
species,

ale Caks, Elms, Forn-

beams, nleersetc. § end on riverine flats ure islands the Tast of
all on the foot-hills end almost coming down te the elevated valleys
1s the Long leaf Pine,

Th vrieldsFimalve teral is the heme of the Sal- the tree that

the finest sleeners and construction.l timher known to India,
¢ vide belt from the eset hank of theFormerly the Sal extenced 1n

e

Jamuna ta in the vest to assam in the east, and Fram the

teral in the north to the Vindhras in the couth, The extensive

culttiv. tion of the Indo-gngetie plein, however, has wiped out the

Ou.1Oe teralfrom that tract, ond now it is only. found in the and on

the *Milas off Central India, vith 1solated scattered petches in the

hi.e vas vhen Indic used to iamnort Kurreh and Jarriplalns.
sleepers from Austrulle .s veling the only timbers capahle of with-

standing the ruvages of white unts, but experience provea that the

ork vas even better in this renpect, ana now no tore eleerers Are

importea fiom austreLia.
Tne Sal liy, ls uo remurkuble tree, Tt grows simuos

85as stralaht ana econices al
11 4%Sas out if)"ny conifer,particulariv

a

lan
7
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Tr tae wouth, the cuunter,art of the San is tle Tek, ore of
t ie Dest tlmners ln tne world for usli round utility, Tt can be
Used voto for heavy constructicaaul work as aleo for tke most tr
uullcate cabsuet making, Shice of the British end Inaien Yavies
coly entirely on Teek for «as ac the

for requirements. than «nd timher,
Cf evergreen forests there ure three distinct types: the of
the Niigiris, the true ruins forest. of the Vestern Coorg
and assum, und the .long the ce.conasts. The first
precent « feat of ance- evergreen forests

huge grasslands «.. any visitor to the Nilgiris has
remarked, encroacnes on the other, end «s to the reeson

é Bt
vhy it shouid Le so, the Lest pundit. of Indian are not

~ t oe ~~

yet certain,

ihe,second 1s ihe home of the Drpperocarps and the Hobees, the
taro? oeing excellent pliy-wood timber, and the wecond providing the
best masts for boats, iney #re also the home of cou tless blood-
sucking Leeches!

dhe -re plantea along the seu-coast to stahilise the

,urpOne they satlsfy tne most fastidious aesthzete hv their
peauty, any-body who hes ween tne on the beaches
is not likely to turget them eaclly. '.

inere cle severed more ewe of Indian forests, al] 11th equally
obscure facts, ynich are Known only to tnaf charmed circle

wnicn tte forest servbve of the couitrv is. They ase extremely
jealous of tmelr prize »,ote end focts and only part
Knoviedye after a feod denl of

; f
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