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Tndia is one of the few eountries in the world tha 1953

Jlete ragace. of vegetation from the Palaearct¥c to +h3¢ﬁ?0f10&1,"
. ) 2 ,

& pawrey 7

Starting from xﬁxxﬁimaiﬁxxliUSi 53'!* Thengppv-line in the Himalyas
we first get the Alpine m@anvs, 1d ‘“through different types of
coniferous and brozd leaved forests, each tvpical of the elevation
which it occurs we Tingl come 1o the rains foreets on the West=
and dn Ase vhich are characteris of moist, humid,
tropical regions, one of these zones of wvegetation has forests
ok

of Du.‘_iu(‘li‘)i_‘l“b 40 VeL1lNes S, g LEg L 51 Sl f}i?"f" "‘(51:_“;‘“3? not

strike one as anything singular or out of the ordinsrv, The

sca
on which they ocecur is so huge that time has to be given for apbrfci~
ation to begin- to allow beauty to soak in, so to sav,
Let us start with the Alpine mezadows,
plains occuring above the height 1imit for tree
elevation beyond which trees donot grow is
on the analogy of the
grass in these meadows is greener and softer than that
most well kept lawh, though of attentioh it receives none;:
rather ingtead of being preserved 1ilke f‘; it is grazed by number-

lesc : 2 Z0a throughout the summer. Yet ingpite of this
= o i

abdéé?i{ fétains ité x&xxkxmansxsxfl&shness,‘ In addition counter-
parts of all the famed European flowers grow here, dnd the,Edelweiss-
for which Swiss swains risk their necks in order to presentx it to
their lady-loves- grows plentifully and is easily come by, 1t is
Not unusual to come across a stream which cannot be seen but whose
gurgling can only be heard until one is aware of

putting both feel in; so overgrown with flowers

the stream itself is complbtely hidden.

Descending lower the Yew and Junipers occur. The Vew is reput-
ed in England as a grave-yard tree, and is usually assogilated with
the rituals of witches. -6n the other hand it was considerably in

: '
demand by soldiers of the midéle ages as il was the best timber
known for making tows. The Juniper:
£, and though its

best wood for perclilis is thevJunidper,though tn this ca-s

s

misnamed the "Fencii Ceaar®,
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Next come the Birches and high level Firs, 'he gil o}
Birchvis! &cuedigiwiul treg too ioo% aty ghd Aty
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for its barky. 'Before the invedtion of paper B
serving records The
and reels
Blue:Pines
and Caks
Indian Deoddr is a first cousin of the ;f Lebanon”,
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Next are the temg
etec., =2nd on riverine flats and islands the Alders,

the foot-hills and almost coming down tec the elevated valleys

leaf Pine,

Himalyan lerail igs the hon f the Sal- the tree that vields
sleepers and constructional timber known fe India.
Formerly the Sal extended in a wide belt from the emst bank of the

.

Jamuna %x in the west to Assam.in the east, and from the Himalyan

terai in the north to the Vindhyas in the gouth, The extepnsive

culrtivetion of the Indo-gungetic plain, however, has wiped out the
s-] from that tract, and new it is only. found in the terai and on

+ v
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tHeshillis of Central India, with isolated scattered natches in

plains, Tiue vwes when Indig used to import Karrah and Jarri
sleepers from Austrgii; a8. being the only timbers capahlé of with-
standing the ravages of white ants, but sxperienca’proveu that the
S.1 was even betier in this Fespect, and now no more sleepers are

imported from Australia.

The Sgl, individuallys; ik o remarka : It grows almost
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any conifeér,particularly in V8
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and en avenuerof young
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round utility,
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used Loth for heavy constructicnal work s ulée £ Lhe most dx
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Of evergreen forests there ure three

Ld

Fad

the Nilgiris, the true rains forests

and Assem, and the Ceasurinas .1 18 e sec-cogsts The first mxxxm
¢sentl a remarkable feat of vegdetative bulance~ evergreen forests

slongside huge grasslands as aly Visitor.to

remarked, Nelither encroaches

-why it should be so,

vel certezin,

Theysecond is ghe home of the DiE}EIOC?TpS and . the, Hopeas,: t

LiRs beinmg excellent nly-wood limber, and the mecond providing the
* Y _I 2 ¢ . % > | % 5 . i =t - 5 RSP
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best masts for boats, Ihey lare also the home of countless blood-

~
©

sucking leeches!
The Cusurinas =re planted along the seaz-coast to stabilise
valld and prevent 1l belng blown inlana; and along wit

astidious aesthaete

i

larian purpose they satisfy the most
veauty, Any-body who has seen the Casurinas on the Karwar
is not likely 10 forget lhem easily.
» ; i_!:’ n
There are sgeveral more Lypés of Indian forests, all with equally
qUagint, obscure facts, which are known only to that charmed circle
which Use forest servBce of the couritry is. They are extremely

Jealous of their prize sootls and facts and only part witl

Knowliedge afler a g®od deal of coaxing!
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