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ANINEA 4.

JML/mb/2.42.ii Paris, 18 March 1891

Dear

The International Council of Ecientific U ons has been rquested ty the
Secretary General of the Lnited Wations .-onference on Environment and
Development (UNCED) to ke iis principal scie 1ce advisor, In this capacity it I
organizing in November 1961 3 Infernational Cc .ference on an Agenda of Scier'ce for

Environment and Developreni into the 21st Ce | fury (ASCEND 21). The output from

this will be made availabie 0 wie UNCED 1o ba’ held in Rio de Janeiro in June 1992,

ASCEND 21 will essertially t¢ & Working Con'srence, aimed at developing straiegies
for the future. Review ng ths past will be re", ant only to the extent that it would help
us in this task. The erclosed documer,/ outlings the structure and the working
methods of the Confirence. : -

s / :

The Bureau of the Advisory Co#” mittes f¢; ASCEND 21 invites you to be a co-
author for the basic working paper_,f.ﬁ: Thems |, Section lonthetopic . Pages2,3
and 4 of the enclosed documen’/en aip advice to authors on treaiment and coverage
_of the individual Thar/s, The Coordinator fer Section | %a
Dr. Gordon Goodman. I+ @ aceept this invitation, he will contact you to discuss
details. /«'

_ There will B8 @ 37 ceting of 2l authors togsther with the Advisory Committee at
the premises of ' 5770 in Laxenburg, Austria, 2-4 July 1981, The drafts of the Theme

papers wil I"x /Znined and discussed there In order to seek coherence among the
papers, recl
papy Nl

{03 available for circulation by 15 October 1891,

"/« s Conference, all written materials for the Conference will be'In English.

“erlaps and identify important gaps. A revised version of each Theme

i
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nougr in'erpretation in English, French and Spanish wifl be available (if recuired)
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correspond with yourfanow co'au*h o wnose name wm be communicals
 shortly) on 1he siiucturs; coverage an ent’of;ym MﬂtW -

submn by 15 June adrah oﬁbe paper zo be p;ssanted alme Jiﬂy'msi ng
TR

~reviss the memma i &le
by 15 October 1891 10 en&iew culgtion’d

pamclpate throughom the Con ermea m \aaaa&*

e andaé%co-*pehsers*wﬁt cover X
with the July-and November-mestings ustrlar

heip with commumcaﬁnn msts bee&aen cezgmhor;._f_r‘

The 8reay raalses haL e above SohedI otmw'me
herocncemﬂ‘latasgoed‘ ‘scigntific sirategy as
D, aﬂd;tg_ uige post-UNCED cﬁvit’&ﬁ

| -'?as%tst UW




ir. touch if C-any time y 1
a lina by te efax, ask 1g-ma to
telefax or by Post. Pleass use
mich look forward tnnwrca“l
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- TCSU will reimburge all co-authors for—Keeping ~
& ard with their other co-authors. Please do- not h
5 ir. touch if at any time you think I can be of he
| a line by telefax, asking m& to call you, or send
e “telefax or by post. Pleass usé my Cottenham addreas. —
much look forward to our collaboration. e
. - i e - A e R e s R AT
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ANNEX 2

»—«; ICSU Eﬂ
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February 1931

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
AN AGENDA OF SCIENCE FOR ENVIRONMENT AND

DEVELOPMENT INTO THE 21st CENTURY
(ASCEND 21)

Vienna, Austrié
24-29 November 1981

organized by the International Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU)
in cooperation with the Third World Academy of Sciences (TWAS)
hosted by the Federal Government of Austria

co-sponsored by:

Europeah Science Foundation (ESF)
International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IASA)
International Social Science Council (ISSC)

The Norwegian Research Council for Science and the Humarities (NAVF) with
the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters
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~Members of ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR ASCEND

M.G.K. Menon, President of ICSU, Chairman (india)
L}, Colombo, President of ESF, Vice-Chairman Italy)
..C.l, Dooge,.President-slect of ICSU, Vice-Chairman Irelanc)
Abdus Salam, President of TWAS, Vice-Chairman (Pakistan)
Members from 1CSU Executive Soard:
U. Cordani (Brazil)
A. Epstein - (UK)
JWM. laRi &re _ (Netherlands)
|, Lang (Hungary)
Miirvas fro n 1GSU Advisory Committee on the Environment:
4, Geodian ?UK)
G. White USA)
P. Thacher (USA)
N. van Lookeren Campagne  {Netherlands)
D.A. Bekoe (Ghana)
Anna Maria Cette (Mexico)
R. Daniel (India)
MHA Hassan (Sudan)
Bepresentative of “ederal Government of Austria;
U. Stacher e
Ipvited Members;

© Loudes Arizpe (Mexico) V.A. Koptyug USSR)
P, Bourdeau ium) G. Kullenberg Denmark)
J, Burnett UK Lydia Makhubu Swaziland)
Rita Colwell USA) , 8. Moidan Czechoslovak a)
F. DI Castrl italy) , J. Mykletun - (NAVF)
B. Ddos lIASA) Helga Nowotny Austria)
R. Fuchs USA) T. O'Rierdan ESF)
G. Golubev USSR) J. Smith ES
J, Houghton (UK) Sun Honglie China)
H. Jacobson (1S8C) M.S. Swaminathan India)

- M. Kassas (Egypt) L. Walice Norwegian Academy)

A Bureau consisting of selected members (Including representatives of the sponsoring bodies

and host country) of the Advisory Committes, has been constituted to be responsible tfor the
details of Conference praparations.
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" ' Paris, 20 February 1981
JML/Mib/2.42.1 i

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON

AN AGENDA OF SCIENCE FOR ENVIRONMENT

AND DEVELOPMENT INTO THE 21ST CENTURY
(ASCEND 21)

Vienna, Ausiria
24-29 November 19891

The Conference will be convened by the International Council of Scientific Unions, in
Jooperation with the Third World Academy of Sciences (TWAS) and hostsd by the
Federal Government of Austria. ICSU will be assisted by an Advisory Committee whose
members have bean invited in their personal capacity (see attachment). The
composition of the Advisory Committee refiects linkages with relevant organizations and
programmes, including those in the United Nations system. A Bureau of the Advisary
Committee Is responsidle for all details of the Conference preparations.

The tollowin? organizations have been invited by ICSU as co-sponsors cf the

Conferenca; the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA), the

International Social Science Council (ISSC), the Norwegian Academy of Science and

Letters in association with the Norwegian Research Council (NAVF), and the Eurcpean

gciefnce Foundation (ESF). The larter two were the organizers of the 1880 Bargen
onferance.

Funding has been sought from a number of intergovernmental agencies and p-ivate
féunfdations and their support will be acknowledged in all documantation relating to the
onference, |

QBJECTIVES

The Cenference will aim to bring together the understanding and judgment of the
world's scientific community on the issues of highest pricrity for the future of the
environment and development. These should define the relevant part of the warld's
science agenda for the next 10-20 years providing both a consolidated contributian to
the United Nations Conference on' Environment and Development (UNCED, Ro de
Janeiro, June 1992), and a perspective for the future directions of international scier ce in
these and related areas.
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EXPECTED QUTPUTS
Direct outputs of the Conference will be:

a) A Conference statement in the form of a synthesls based on the work of
ASCEND 21 10 serve as a direct input to UNCED;

b}  publication of the proceedings in torms suitable for the science comm unity and
for a wider public; -

¢) proposals for follow-up activities to be carried out by the International
scientific community and its partners in industry, government end inter-
goverrinental bodies,

PARTICIPANTS

Some 200 persons from ail parts of the world will be invited in their persanal
wapacities i panicipate in the Gonlerence. Participants wili be selected on the basis of
their scigntific expertise of reievance 1o the Conference topics and their broad under-
standing of environment and development issues. In addition to natural scisntists, tnere
will be a significant number of persons from tha social sciences, enginaering and industry.

- CONFERENCE THEMES
The purpose of ASCEND 21 is to look beyond the state-of-the-art, 1o lormulate
the environment and development research agenda and to help identify the scientific
knowledge base which will be nesded for rational policy decisions durmﬁ the corning
decades. The discussion will be centered around fifteen themes, A paper will be prepared

on each theme by co-authors with complementary expertise and experiznce, for
distribution to participants befors the Conference.

Authiors of the papers, which should be about 50,000 characters (15 pages) in
lsngtr, stould ensure that they are forward-looking and based on an informed iu grnent
cfthe g_resent state of the science: what is known for certain, what can be anticipated
with & high degree of probability, what is not known and what needs 1o be known. They
shouid icentify future priority issues and suggest how science can help to resolve thern.

Each author will be encouraged to include, where appropriate, sections devoted to:

- inventory of high pricrity research nseds and issuss

- Needs for observation, monitoring and data Interpretation

- physical, biological and socio-economic Impacts

- policy options and their implications i

international cooperation and appropriate institutional arrangements

communication of research results to decision-makers and the non-scientfic H

public
means to attract, train and retain high quality scientists in the field

i







