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THE EDITOR DEPARTS

Zafar Futehally

The Editor is shifting his residence to Bangalore from Novem=~
ber and though he will continue to be in, close touch with
Bombay and with the Newsletter, for reasons of practical con-
venience it is necessary to entrust the editing and publishing
t0 a permanent resident of Bombay. It.is fortunate that S.V.
Nilakanta, with whom all readers of the Newsletter are fami-
liar, has agreed to undertake this responsiblility. He could
only do so, of course, because of the willing assistance of
J. S. Serrac who has been such a help to the Newsletter all
these years.

The first issue ¢f the Newsletter was brought out in Decem-
ber 1960 and it might interest recaders to be reminded of the
comments made by some of the people to whom the Editor wrote
enquiring whether such a venture would be worth whlle and
what form it should take:

" I do not think the time is ripe yet for formlng such a
Society s.e.. I would suggest forming local ornithological
clubs, *

" The remarks about the three rather languishing zoologi-
cal institutions is quite true ... How can we be sure that
politics will not invade our Society also. Under the cicum-
stances, don't you think it would be advisable to explore °
thoroughly the suggestlon about reglonal glubs? " .
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" The draft is excellent ... this may be published in all
the leading newspapers and sent to Registrars of Universities
and Colleges and individugls whom we know., "

" Needless to say I am all for the Society to be formed and
I am sure if such a Society were in existence, interest in
birds would spread ragpidly ... For the outset I would say we
restrict ourselves to publishing a regular journal once a
year, with contributions from Indian ornithologists as well
as from foreigners ..o 1 wish you all luck in the venture and
am eagerly awaiting further developments, ™"

" I wish to inform you of my fullest sympathy and support
for the proposal., It is indeed high time such a Society is
organised. "

" While I agrce that a large amount of work has to be done
which would warrant the establishment of a Socikty to foster
and look after these interests, I do not think that we have
people sufficimtly interested to be able to count upon their

co=operation for working a new organisation., "

" T think it is an excellent idea to have an Indian Omitho=
logical Society. I spoke to some friends and they are very
enthisiastic about the ided Jeo It would not be difficult to
get one hundred members from all over India ... It should be
possible to get recurring grant from the Ministry of Scienti-
fic and Cultural Affais for publishing the magazine."

" I assure you of my full support, however limited it is,
in the formation and working of this new Society. "

" It will be diffiéult to form regional clubs because of
the shortage of competent regional pivots., The best thing
would be to start a bulletin on ‘the most modest lines and
watch the results dfter a few issues are out. "

I think it is now safe to assume that having survived for

- thirteen years the Newsletter has crossed the dangerous period
when so many new=born publications collapse within a few
months of secing the licht of day. There is undoubtedly con-
siderable scope for improvement, and in striking the right
balance between serious sontributions to ornithology, and
arousing popular interest in birds. The outgoing editor feels

certain that Mr S. V, Nilakanta will fill thspill excellently.

BROWN WOOD OWL (STRIX LEETOGRAMICA INDRANEE) IN THE NILGIRIS,
SOUTH INDIA

Sarah ‘Jameson

Having tried for months to find time to write these notes,
I was just about to start, when along came the August News-
letter for Birdwatchers conzaining Mr Ghorpade's Critiquc,
This stopped me in my tracks! Would what I was about to
write, qualify as being of ' sufficient scientific informa-
tion '? Then came the September Newsletter with Dr S3lim
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and Mr Gibson's views, with which' I am in complete accord.
yree with Mr Ghorpade only up to a point. A certain amount
lengthy and somewhé flowery padding ' is, I think, unavoid-
e, at any rate from' the'pens¥of amateurs like myself, My .
yvttored confidence having been somewhat restored, I .am-onge
again sitting down to writc this. I hope it does not contain.
too much ' redundant material * and ' pdding ! =.and who i
knows, my observations may also. contain a few grains of useful
knowledged ’ S

In all the years I have visited Coonoor, I have never heard
any owl calls, till July 1972, .1In my excitement I regret I I
failed to note down the date, and even whether it was a.dark.
or moonlit night., I traced the sound as coming from our small
shola by the gate. This consists mainly of red gums and is in
a very quiet arca. There is one magnificent old red gum with_
a girth of 14 fecet at ground level, and with the aid gf a = '~
powerful torch and binoculars, I finally spotted the owl high i~
up in this tree, It was too indistinct to sec much except that
it was a big bird, When I came in, I looked up the excellcnt,
table of Owl Calls in the Handbook of the Birds of India and.
Pakistan, Volume 3, and worked out tha® It could be none othér
than the BrownWood Owl, Strix lcptogramica indranec. This is
the first time I have ever come across this owl,

The secondtime I heard it was in August on a moonlight night
at about midnight on my return from dining out. I do not know
how long it had been calling, but I tape recorded 18 calls
before the¢ bird was silent. The calls were coming from near
the gop of the same big trcc. As I was standing at the foot
of the tree, I was able to hear the initial tok, which, cven
at close rangec, is very faint, but it scemed to me, which
later I confirmed by the tape,. that not EVERY call is preceded
by this fok. Perhpas it was not uttercd each time, or perhaps
some calls were so faint that ‘they could neither be heard by
me nor recorded though I have very acute hearing. iy

I again heard the owl c¢alling in November, from.the . same
big red gum, .and then for ithe fourth and last time on Januaxy
1, 1973, at 9.30 pem. It was.very cold and eerie, and fortu-
nately I did not then know that next morning I would sceiairu
Russell's Viper cross the drive, and go into a2 hole in a wall
just near wherc I was standing! I recorded 23 consecutive -
calls. On playing back the tape, I timed the seconds betwecen

~cach call, and they vary from-12 to 1% seconds apart fox the

» first recording in August, and from 9 to 14 scconds apart:
in the January recording, the majority of calls in .the late
ter being 10 or 11 scconds aparte. (The timing was from the
first tok or tu to. the first tok or tu of the.secondicallibal
etc.) . In the majority of calls.l can distinctly heal somes.T
thing like this: tok.e. tu hoo hoo hoo,  the first two. hoos: i}
.being very fast indeed, and the last hoo longer and slower.
The calls which were not like this were tok.. tu hoo hoo.
S#lim Ali's description of the call is tok.. tu (-with a
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long accent over the u) hoo, which.X take to mean that the tu
is rather drawn out., I certainly heard no calls which were of
only two syllables., Every single one I heard was of either 3
or 4 syllabless. I was struct by the curiously penetrating
quality of the calls., Admittddly the surrounding area is very
quiet, but. I heaxrd it through several closed doorg from the
side of the house opposite to where it was calling in the
gshola, a distance of ¢, 80 yards, The breeding seapson 1s
given as January to March, and only the last time I heard it
was during that period, and then only just. Alas 1 have never
heard it since, Although our compound adjoins forest land, and
it is fairly well wooded round here, it could hardly be called
heavily forested, I never managed to see the owl by daylight,
and as far as I know, there was only the one bird here,

In the Birds of Southern India, by Baker and Inglis, 1930
edition, tThis owl is described as ' Strix indranee indraneg.
Male length 18.5 inches, female 19 inches. This owl i1s not
uncommon in the Nilgiis and their slopes but is less common in
the Wynaad, Sometimes it is' found in pairs, sometimes singlye.
It generally keeps to the sholas during the. day, coming. out
at dusk; but I have flushed it from among rocks: It ig very
fond of perching on the roof of a house at night and hooting,
remaining often for an kour Or more.,.. scems to see wall. dur-
ing the day, and once disturbed is by no mcans easy of approach.
It is not infrequently flushed’ when beating the sholas for
games Bourdillon obtained he eggs of this bird in Travancae
in January and also took a single egg, probably a seconiu lay=-
ing, .on the lgt March from the same plaéces . . : ;

Whistler has very little to say about its ' In Southern
India and Ceylon another respresentative of this group (i.e.
the Motled Wood Owl)is the Brown Wood Owl (Strix indranee) a
very dark brown bird, also found sparingly in the Himalayas.'

In the Handbook it says, ' up to ¢. 1800 m altifude (Nilgi-
ri and Palni Hills). ' This gaxden is akout 6000 fecst upe
' Birds particularly vocal during moonlight nights and in the
breeding season. Also utters a varidy of weird, cerie shrieks
and chuckles, ih addition to the loud bill-snappinge Wag intro-
duced in the Laccadives in the 1870's under a harebrained
governmental plan for combating a plague of rats (Battus rufes-
cens). The grossly incompatible ecological conditjons on these
unforested coral islands, which the planpners secm tg have over-
looked, soon brought an end to the birds but not to the ratsi
For an amusing account of this venture sce Hume, S.F. 41 433-4,

I quote from Salim Ali's Birds of Kerala. ' Size: aMout
that of the Pariah Kite, Singly or pailrs, \n well-wopded
country.. presumably resident., Not common. Affects forested
low country as well as hills, I have gome across it only at
Peermade (c. 3000 ft). Dis:ribution outside Kerala: Southern
India north to Mahableshwar on the wgst, Goomsur on the easts
The Himalayas west to east are occupled by the race newarcnsis,
while Ceylon has'its endemic ochrogenys. A fouxth race connec-
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~tens has reqently((1950) been described from Bastar district,
Madhya Pradesh, '
-~ It seems from Baker and Inglis account that the Brown Wood
U5 Owl 'was more-¢ommion-in these hills than it is now. I would be
very interested to hear of other readers' experiences with
this bimd, particularly the calls, I never once heard the
shrieks or chuckles or bill snapping, '

A HIMALAYAN HABITAT
Ananta Mitra

Birdwatchers and naturalists move about in territories which
are as enchanting as the fauna and flora they observe therein.
In October last, my brother and I were returning from Jaldapara
Rhino Sanctuary. We decided to pay a2 few hours' visit to the
Mahanadi Sanctuary for watching birds,

Mahanadi is in the district of Darjeeling, It nestles in
the foothills of the mighty Himalayas. The solitude of the
sanctuary, with its cool climate, dense foliage and sparkling
rivulets spelled an over-powering charm on ourselves. We start-
ed from Siliguri in the early morning on 28.%.1972. On our
approach, we were greeted with a majestic view of the Kunchan-
jungha. The Forest Rest House was pleasing and hospitable. The
Chowkidar deputed s peon, Nar Bahadur, to be our guide, Through

7solitary hilly pathways we started for a clearing created by

the rivulet Pancharnadi, running-through the forestw. The jour-
ney itself was like getting oneself 1ost in a fascinating world.

As we got near the clearing bird,calls‘mounted,invnumber,
variety and intensity. To our bitterncss we discovered that as
newcomers to,thelHimalayan_birds,ijst,of»the'calls_were unknown
to uss On the basis of our anticipation and experience we could
1digtlfy only a few of the species; others eluded cur identifi-
Catlon.: SRl A > e : U :

Following a beautiful song in the foliage, we discovered the
Greyheaded Flycatcher, Though small in size it has a powerful
sweet voice., Then we came across a2 drongo with .a square tail,
a Crested Yellow Bulbul, Chestnutheaded Bee-cater and a Pariah

Kite, It was our first encounter with a Crested Yellow Bulbul.

Its black crest was most distinctive, :

Moving ahead we found a Common.Iura and a ‘Magpie Robin -
the former whistling melodiously. The yellow colour of the Sor,s

- F0Tas scemed deeper in hue than the colour of their kindred -

in the plains. : o |

On the stony bed of the rivulet we found a Whistling Thrush,
WhlteawagtailsVand_Grey Wagtails. On the branch of a nearby
tree a Spotted Forktail was discovered. Along the edge of the
Tivulet, we found among the trees nuthatches, a Whitefronted
Bulbul, and a Spider Hunter, From the calls coming from the
dense forests we identified Lineated Barbets and Blueth roated
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Barbets. Nar Bahadur stated that the local name of the Lineat-
ed Brrbet is kutruka. In standardising Indian names of. wrrds
the expression may be considered. The name kutruka is a vocal
renditior of its well-known c¢alls kutroo .,. kutrou +.. kutroo.
On our way back to the Rest House we were fascinated by a
Scarlet Minivet. It was flitting in the foliage like a large
crimson butterflys.

Two other *hings drew our attentiont the first was the
powerful calls of a species of monkey coming from inside the
forests; the other was the continuous drone of innumerable
crickets which were maintaining a background music in the
lovely habitat. In the local vocabulary, the variety of cric-
kets which drone during the day are called Jhankri and those
who raise their rhythm in the night are called Chit-ra.

OQur short stay was over. We left the lovely Sanctuary with
a . resolve to return here whehever possible.

GREY DRONGO (DICRURUS.LEUCOPHAEUS) IN BOMBAY ON 14#TH OCTOBER
d. S. Serrao ' ' A '

The Grey Drongo (Dicrurus leucophaeus) has arrived in Bombay
‘this year comparatively earlier than what it usually does.
The earliest record up to now was of a specimen collected in
Bandra, Salsette, Bombay on 22.x.1928 by E. Henricks of the
Bombay Natural History Society. The specimen was mistaken for
a Black Drongo (Dicrurus adsimilis) while' it was collected,
but turned out to be the first record of the Grey Drongo for
Bombay. s ; ~

The earliest sighting of the bird I have is dated dle X O9T2
- an individual heard and seen at ce. 12430 noon in Dr S4lim
Ali's garden at Bandra. The day was exceptionally overcast
and cold, 0 il e » - : '

On l4th October 1973 Mr V. G, Govekar and I were birding in
the Borivli National Park. Every now and again we were attract-

_ ed to the commotion created by drongos in groups of 4=5 -~ a
couple in such a group chasing the rest from tree to tregé to
the accompaniment of aggressive calls. As their specific: iden-
tity could not be established on. the wing, we thought the
groups were entirely of Black Drongos, settling some score
among themseclves, However, when the birds scttled close to

“us we could identify the chased.birds to be Grey Drongos. The
resident Black Drongos were apparently resenting the encroach-
ment of their territories by the migratory Grey Drongos and
were pursuing them out. e e e . -

Later during the day I saw two more Grey Drongos in Mr
Zafar Futehally's garden at Andheri being harried by resident
birds like the House Sparrows,.Magpie Robins, and Redvented
Bulbuls. , : i L e 3

Master Amect Zaveri reports having seen a Grey Drongo in.
Mahabaleshwar on 18th October. :
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Mahableshwar on 18th October 1973,

/21.%.1973 a Blyth's Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus dumetorum)
- was s¢en flitting among the branches of a drumstick tree
* ((Mozinga pterygosperma) in Juhu, Bombay. This ‘seems to be an
early arrival compared to the:observations of Mr:J. S, Serrao
 who recorded their arrival on 5th November' for-two consecutive
- Years, 1971 and 1972, in Dr Salim Ali's darden -at Pali Hill
il Bandray o« Bde) g o i

Reviesw"

'GHEGKLIST OF THE BIRDS OF MAHARASHTRA with notes on their
Status around Bombay, by Humayun Abdulali, pp. ii+l6, Bombay
Natural History Society, 1973, Price Bs2.50

- . . The Checklist of the Birds of Maharashtra, by Humayun

. ~Abdulali, Tecently published by the author for the Bombay

- Natural History Society, eomes in as*one more aid: to the

‘amateur birdwatcher as well as to the serious bird student

in the State, 1In its sixteen pages are listed 522 species
and forms of birds ocgurring in Maharashtra and their status
is indicated by symbols placed against each form; those not

- met around Bombay and its environs are indicated by brackets

- and/or an asterisk placed around or against such forms, The
Checklist should help the bird enthusiast what to look for
in Maharashtra, and to pinpoint the identity of birds he has

.seen in the field, e - A iy
~The author modestly terms-himself as ! compiler ' of the

. Checklist, but a careful look at it shows that it is more

. than a compilation and that he has brought to bear on the

. work his experience gained through extensive collecting -

"~ excursions throughout the State, as well as through his
association with the bird specimens in the collection of ‘the
Bumbay Natural History E£ociety, An instance of the care exer-
cised is seen in the exclusion of the Large Malabar Wood
Shrike (Iephrodornis gularis sylvicola) and the Whitebellied
Paradise Flycatcher (Ierpsiphone paradisi leUcoqaster)bThough
the former was obtained at Waghai (Surat‘Dangs)! Goidl Mo
73 30%E., wherc the foothills of the Sahyadris inTemmingle
with those of the western Satpuras; there appear to be no
specimens from the intervening country between Waghai and

. Londa in the Karnataka - Stuart Baker's'inclusion of Bombay

. Gity in the bird's range (FBI 2; 311) being unsubstantiated.
 As far as the reviewer is aware, there are no specimens. of
the latter taken in the State though it is sight reeorded.

from Matheran and Mahableshwar. : e B
How useful a regional checklist can bé is substantiated
when one admits that it is not always possible to make im-
‘mediate notes of every bird seen during a-bird outing.: Such
- sightings committed to memory are often loct; but a glance

through;ajcheckliSt helps to render ones list as complete

~ b k5 L /3 s 2
T Y v Lol e s i 4 i o h
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as possible. To the serious bird student the Checklist, toge-
ther with the Catalogue of Bird specimens in the BNHS Collec-
tion which the author publishes in the Society's Journal from
time to time and the Handbooks by Drs S&lim Ali & S, Dillon
Ripley will help in intelligently collecting over the State
and thus enable to fill the gaps in .our knowledges

" Je Ss Serrao

/Readers interested.in purchasing copies of the Checklist
may contact Je. S;'Serrao;'flEdij’

NOTES AND GCOMMENTS

' In accepting the onerous responsibility of undertaking to
edit and publish the Newsletter, I am fully aware of my short-
comings and it will be no easy matter to successfully continue
the activities of sueh an efficient and experienced Editor as
Mr Zafar Futehally, 1

However, as the Newsletter is mainly sustained by articles
contributed through the energy and enthusiasm of its readers,
I appeal to our readers to continue their efforts. :

In this connection, readers may rest assured that all con-
tributions are appreciatedi At times some articles are .not
published for many months owing to limitations in the size of
of our modest publication, and the necessity to select each
month a representative variety of matter, Therefore readers
and contributors should not stop writing just because they = .
feel that a particular observation is not worthy ofpublication,
Perhaps even the mere sighting of a bird at a particular place
on a particular date may establish some valuable record, Dif-
fidence and shyness in the recording.of observations is ‘one
of the stumbling blocks in the progress of an organization
like ourse. ., = - L f i

CORRESPONDENGCE

Is human disturbance an effective protection for‘commdnél[ .
roosts of birds? R R

Ke Ko Neelakantan's interesting obscrvations on the roost of
the Whiteheaded Myna (Sturnus malabaritus) have set me think-
ing again about a remark of Helen Spurway. She told me that
both in Bhubaneshwar and Hyderabad she has been struck with
the fact that the birds secem to prefer the most lighted and
noisiest places for their communal roost, When Anil Mahabal
and I mapped the communal roosts of the Indian Myna (Acrido-
theres tristis) in Poona, we also noticed that all the roosts
were located on the periphery of the city, and always in spots
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with good lighting and a fair amount of traffic around them,
The birds spend the day feeding mostly in the fields surround-
ing the city, -but come back to the city for the night. I have
also seen the Indian Mynas roosting in the railway station at
Viramgam; when I changed trains there one night at 1,00 a.m,,
it certainly did not .appear like an ideal place for a quiet
night's rest. All these observations suggest to me that the
birds do find some sort of protection from nocturnal predators
in such well-lit and disturbed spots, and act on the belief
that a disturbed nightts sleep is a better bargain than an
eternal one, : o
; Madhav Gadgil
Centre for Theoretical Studics
Indian Institute of Science
Bangalore 560 012

House Crow feeding a juvenile Jungle Crow -

On 23rd June 1972 I witnessed an interesting phenomenon
which I report here. :

I was standing on a balcony on the fifth floer of Girnar
Apartments,-Pali Hill, Bandra, Bombay (I was visiting my
relatives) idly watching a mixed group of about 20 or.so ‘
House Crows and Jungle Crows hobnobbing on the terrace of a’
much lower building nearby. The smarter House Crows were. - -
seen to constantly harass their clumsier jungle relatives s
some of which were still not of full adult status, As 1
watched them I saw a juvenile Jungle Crow approach an adult
House Crow whose throat was gorged wi%h food and beg in
the characteristic fashion: crouched, shivering, with head
thrown back and open gape all the while emitting soft caws.
Naturally I expected the House Crow to ignore the young one
and move away, but to my surprise it did not. On the other
hand the House Crow inserted its beak into the Jungle
Crow®s open gape and disgorged some food. This occurred
three times in succession and the House Crow then moved away
apparently because its throat was empty.

Crows feeding the young of parasiic species which have
hatched in their (the crow!s) nests is well documented. How=

~ ever, the feeding of young of one species by an adult of a
congeneric, but not conspecific, species especially in an
open field situation surprised me. In a personal conversation
Dr Sdlim Ali mentioned having encountered this phenomenon in
some other birdsy Is this phenomenon not uncommon in nature?
Have any of our members observed similar instances?

S. R. Amladi
Bombay
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Migrant birds in Bombay

On 17th October 1973 at 8,25 a.me I saw the first Large
Pied Wagtail on the terrace of my office at Worli, Bombay.
Presumably it is the same bird which I saw last year, It is
interesting to watch it walking along .the terrace parapet
looking for insects which I cannot see myself, and at times
jump on the side of the parapet to catch the insects. Because
of the slums in the area, the bird must be having plenty of
insects to feed on,.

The Common Swallows are yet to come, though last year I saw
the first birds on 30th September; or I may be not so lucky
to see them yet, ;

The Green Bee-eaters appear to be late this year.

B, A. Palkhiwalla
785-Ay Dadar, Bombay

/The Common Swallows are in Bombay from the first week of
October; the Green Bee-eaters_were seen around Bombay in the
last week of Septembery - Ede

S. V. Nilakanta
Editor, Newsletter for Birdwatchers
32-A, Ce D, Barfiwalla Marg
Andheri, Bombay 400 058
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BIRD WATCHERS' FIELD CIUB

The Annual General Body Meeting of the club will
be held on Sunday 23rd December at 4.30 p.m. at 324,

Juhu Lene, (Barfiwala Merg), Andheri, Bombay.

‘j;::ié/ nro. b

BIRD WATCHERS' FIELD CLUB

On the 1ith November, 1973. there is a Bird-
walk arranged by the B.N.H.S. from 7.00 to 9.00 a.m.
in the BCRIVLI NATIONAL FARk. The participants will
gather at the jumetiocn of the road to the caves and

the Tulsi Lake. Our members are welcome to participate.

/C/dz//“kj Q(’,/’/C oA
S.V. NILAKANTA.
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