
D r .  M. S .  SWAM I NATHAN DOES US PROUD 
AGAIN : BAGS THE UNIVERSITY OF 

GEORGIA BICENTENNIAL MEDALLION

To mark  t he  b i c e n t e n n i a l  of i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  in 1785 as  the  
F i r s t  C h a r t e r e d  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  in A m e r i c a ,  the U n i v e r s i t y  of 
G eo r g i a , US A  has des igned  and s t ru c k  a spec i a l  medal  l i a ns  and has 
chosen two of t he  m o s t  o u t s t a n d i n g  g e n e t i c i s t  of our  t i m e  to honour 
t hem w i t h  t he s e  m e d a l l i o n s .  The r e c i p i e n t s  a r e  Dr .  Barbara  
M c C l m t o c k ,  t he  1984 Nobel  P r i z e  Winner  for  her  work on t r a n s p o s a b l e  
e l e m e n t s  and t he  b r i g h t  s t a r  of  Indian s c i ence ,  D r .  M.S.  Swami na t han .  
The m e d a l l i o n  was p r e s e n t e d  t o  D r .  Swaminathan dur ing  t he  F i r s t  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Con g r e s s  on P l a n t  Mo l ecu l a r  Biology a t  Savannah,
G e o r g i a  on 28 O c t o b e r ,  1985. D r .  Swaminathan  a l s o  gave a s c i n t i ­
l l a t i n g  inaugura l  p l e n a r y  l e c t u r e  on " P l a n t  R e se a r ch  and World 
A g r i c u l t u r e "  t o  g i v e  a good s t a r t  to, the  Congress .

Wh i l e  p r e s e n t i n g  t he  m e d a l l i o n  to Dr .  Swami na t han ,  D r .  F . C .
D av i so n ,  P r e s i d e n t  of the  U n i v e r s i t y  of  G e o r g i a  s a i d  the  f o l l o w i n g
in r e c o g n i t i o n  of h i s  m e r i t o r i o u s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  s c i en ce  and s e r v i c e  uto h um a n i t y .  I have the honour today of p r e s e n t i ng  the f i r s t  m e d a l l i o n .  
The r e c i p i e n t  i s  one of your mo s t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c o l l e a g u e s ,  D r .  M.S.  
S w a m i n a t h a n ,  D i r e c t o r  Genera l  of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R i c e  Resear ch  
I n s t i  t u t e .

For  more  than 30 y e a r s ,  D r .  Swaminathan has conducted 
r e se a r c h  in b a s i c  and a pp l i e d  p l a n t  g e n e t i c s  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e se a r c h .

H i s  work ,  m a i n l y  w i t h  p o t a t o ,  wheat  and r i c e  s p e c i e s ,  has v a s t l y  
f u r t h e r e d  our und e r s t and i n g  of t he  fu n c t i on s  and i n f l u e nc e s  of  genes 
in p l a n t s .  The vol ume ,  t he  scope and t he  i mpac t  of h i s  r e sea rch  
a r e  ma t ch ed  by few in t h i s  g e n e r a t i o n .

D r .  S w a m i n a t h a n ' s  work has s u b s t a n t i a l l y  en l a rged  the 
body of  s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge.  But more  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i t  has l i t e r a l l y  
meant  l i f e  t o  m i l l i o n s  of people  around t,he w o r l d .  The i ncreased 
y i e l d s  of  r i c e  and whea t  t h a t  have r e s u l t e d  f r om h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  
and t he  work of  t he  r i c e  r e se a r c h  i n s t i t u t e ,  have helped provide  
food and hope where  p r e v i o u s l y  t he re  was hunger and d e s p a i r .
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So d r a m a t i c  has been t he  p r oduc t i on  r i s e  in some l oca l e s  t h a t  commu­
n i t i e s  have become s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g ,  no longer dependent  on o u t s i d e  
sources  f o r  food s u p p l i e s .

I can o f f e r  no f i n e r  t r i b u t e  to  Dr .  Swami na t han  than to 
r e pe a t  wha t  D r .  Norman Bor iaug sa i d  when he won the  1970 Nobel  
Peace  P r i z e .  R e f e r r i n g  to  D r .  S wa mi na t ha n ' s  r e se a r c h  w i t h  Mexican 
d w a r f s ,  D r . B o r i a u g  s a i d ,  " I f  t h i s  work had not  o ccu r red ,  i t  i s  q u i t e  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  would not  have been a green r e v o l u t i o n  in A s i a " .

The a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  and c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of  D r .  Swami na t han  
have been r ecognized  and a c c l a i m e d  throughout  the  w o r l d .  I t  i s  an 
honour fo r  me,  on b eh a l f  of  t he  U n i v e r s i t y  of G eo r g i a ,  to p r e s e n t  
h i m  t h i s  B i c e n t e n n i a l  m e d a l l i o n ,  which c a r r i e s  w i t h  i t  our h ig h e s t  
e s t e e m  and d eep es t  r e s p e c t  f.or h i s  s e r v i c e  to  s c i e n c e  and to  h um a n i ty " .
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