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1 January 1987

APPIKO—Hug the Tree Movement in Karnataka—was launched in 1983 in the Uttar Kannada
District. Its main aim was to save trees from being ruthlessly cut down. Since then steady, active
work by the Parisara Sanrakshana Kendra (PSK) has led to a tremendous awakening among

the local people. What is more important is that in the process neighbouring districts and

areas have also been awakened.

Several spontancous actions have taken place. For example: In Shimoga, a young group
attempted to protect the catchment area of Sharavathi River where exist the Bellannae forests.
In South Kanara District the Monkey virus (Kyasanoor) created an awareness of the importance
of forests and today there is an active movement in the Belthangady area. In Coorg district
which was recently toured by Pandurang Hegde, PSK activist, the people are about to re-start
their agitation about tree felling in Udumbe area, Last year their moves were effectively
thwarted by vested interests, both political and official. ;

A two-day Nature Camp was attended by over one hundred young people at Bommanahalli.
The first session was on how to restore forest wealth. The second session invited everyone

to plant fruit and fodder saplings and over 1600 saplings were planted. The next day assistance
was given to the local people in constructing fuel efficient stoves and chulas. They were also
provided information on the use of Gobar-Gas plants. In the last session local forest officials
joined to provide a healthy interaction.

In the recent monsoon season the Parisara Sanrakshana Kendra organised a sustained campaign
to educate local villagers so that they could reduce the lopping of green trees which are used

for agricultural operations. Many people have now understood ths importance of conserving
such trees.

Swami Chidanand Maharaj of Divine Life Society, Rishikesh honoured four young activists.
One of them was Pandurang Hegde of PSK. This was on July 21, 1986 (Guru Poornima Day).

The PSK will be soon organising a long forest march from Tala-Cauvery to the source of
‘Kali Nadi. The main objectives are a) to study the state of environment in the catchment
areas (b) to increase the awareness among local and other people. The march is being planned
for late Japuary 1987. Those interested in joining it at any stage may contact PSK, Hulemalgi
Bldg., Sirsi 581401,

 FRIENDS or APPIKO BANGALORE 560019
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We cordially invite vou for a
ER ES S: MF E T
with

Mr. PANDURANGA HEGDE
Leader of Appiko Movement

on
Tuesday. 3rd May 1884
at

Gandhi Bhavan
Kumarapark. Bangalore.

Time
11230 AM
Topic
CRITICISM OF JOINT FOREST
PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT

" (JFPM)

> !

Z - 7
fry FRIENDS OF APPIKO

East End A Main, 9th Block. Jayanagar. B - 69




TROPICAL FORESTS OF WESTERN GHATS
UNDER THREAT

The Karnataka State Government has finally embarked on the final assault of its forests
and the indigenous people that live in it. It is doing this under the garb of a major Western
Ghat Forestry Project (WGFP). The project is aided by the Overseas Development
Administration (ODA), a United Kingdom based agency.

To stop this onslaught on Karnataka forests the APPIKO has launched a campaign.
Meanwhile, the first phase of the project is under implementation in Uttara Kannada
District in Karnataka at a cost of Rs 85 crores to be spent over a span of 5 years.

While the project authorities state that the main objective of WGFP is to maintain the
ecology, environment and to secure sustainable development of forests and people who
depend on forests, Pandurang Hegde of the APPIKO movement fame, has reasons to
disbelieve this.

The main delivery system is Joint Forest Planning and Management involving people's
participation, the project authorities say. But the reality is far from this. Findings made by
a team of independent observers under the aegis of APPIKO reveal that poor people's
lands has been expropriated to establish these plantations. A case in point is of the
people of Bashi, and Bellankeri villages. Not only this the project has deprived people
access to their survival base. In villages like Talgadde, Yana, Manjguni it has restricted
the people's privileges to use land for cattle-grazing.

Claims made by the WGFP of securing sustainable development of forests and
biodiversity is simply not visible on the ground. Infact the project has strengthened the
commercialisation of forest resources through monoculture (acacia, teak) plantations. In
Bashi and Talgadde villages it is acacia plantations and in Hitlahalli and Gotgodi it is teak
plantations that have been established under this project. The commercial species have
been introduced under WGFPs ‘enrichment’ plan of natural forests. By doing this ODA
has successfully sown the seeds of commercialisation of forests which ultimately will
destroy them.

“The WGFP is a major threat to the rich biodiversity of Western Ghats, a universal
heritage of mankind” says Pandurang Hegde.

For more information please contact:

APPIKO (CHIPKO) MOVEMENT
Hulemalgi Bros, Sirsi 581 401
FAX 08384 75131
TEL 08384 75139
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