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In holida

ABHISHEK KAPOOR 34 1 { V)
VADODARAyJUNE 24

J) &
I TISsl6tted to be the hippest hap-

pening holiday spot. For the Jam-
bughoda Wildlife Sanctuary
(JWS) — some 70 km from Vado-
dara, and home to flora and fauna as
diverse as leopards, bears, blue bulls,
owls, antelopes, porcupines and a va-
riety of snakes — is being opened to
the publicby the erstwhile royal family
of Jambughoda estate to boost “na-
ture tourism” in the region.
Taking a leaf out of the book of
royals in Rajasthan, who are selling

Erstwhile royals

heritage tourism through royal re-
treats, the Rana family of Jam-
bughoda too has joined the tourist
bandwagon and is lobbying for added
infrastructure in the region.

“We will provide royal accommo-
dation which is close to the ground.
The idea is that people should relax in
the lap of nature, leaving all their wor-
ries behind,” says Yuvraj Vikramsinh
Rana.

The region which s one of the few
thicklywooded parts remaining in the
state, provides an idyllic setting for a
weekend escape. And to make the es-
cape complete, Rana intends to keep

of Jambugho

y mood? Head for Jambughoda sanctuary

even a telephone connection out of
reach once you are in the sprawling
complex.

Once in, the jagged white
dolomite mountains contrast with the
brown plains in between, and the
freshly rain-washed meandering road
provides a perfect setting for arejuve-
nating holiday.

The only company you are likely
to have is photographs showcasing
the grand days of the royals, when the
who’s who of the world and the then
government of gore sahibs jostled to
rub shoulders with them.

Rana, who was associated with

getting the forests notified as a wildlife
sanctuary a decade ago, feels
strongly about the conservation of
the place too. “We have taken ut-
most care to see that the sanctuary
remains as pristine as possible. But
unfortunately, the region has seen lot
of denudation with a number of
plant varieties becoming thin. I think
about 40-odd varieties are already
missing. If tourism could also be cou-
pled with sensitising people about
these things, then it would be of great
help,” Ranasays.

On this aspect of tourism, even the
Forest Department sees eye to eye. A

management plan, which was pre- |
pared for the sanctuary some months
ago, talked about the possibilities of
eco-tourism aimed at educating city
folk about issues associated with
wildlife conservation. Jambughoda
being a relatively small sanctuary
could prove to be an ideal place for
that.

“We are looking at very focussed
eco-tourism inside the sanctuary. As
the area is small and villages criss-
cross the sanctuary, too much of inter-
ference could adversely affect
wildlife,” said G.V. Vadi, Deputy Con-
servator of Forests (Wildlife).




A

Gu arat’ “/’quuor needs gulp 20 tonnes of wood a day

ABHISHEK KAPOOR
JAMBUGHODA, JUNE 23

TROUBLE is brewing in the tribal
belts of Panchmahals and Vadodara.
Thanks to Mahuda distilleries, not only
is liquor flowing in dry Gujarat but a
~ green belt is fast disappearing with
breweries using wood from illegally-
felled treesto stoke their bhatfi fires.

Avisit to an illegal distillery on the
outskirts of Keva village in Panchma-
hal’s Jambughoda taluka was an eye-
opener. In a shack built on bamboo
stilts, 'hidden behind thick foliage,
hooch was being brewed.

“After the Mahuda season, the
flowers are stored for later use,” says
. Parvat, our guide. Just then, a customer
arrived and bought four pouches

i, packedinfimm leaves.

Along the fringes of forests and
L. streams (as the bhattis also need wa-

f S i
An illegal distillery in Panchmahals. Express photo

ter), such llicit distilleries are common
during mohuda season, say locals, Cer-
tain estimates put the wood felled for
such breweries at about 20 tonnes per
day.

During the rainy season, Parvat

says, itis difficult to run a brewery,
Vikramsinh Rana, Yuvraj of the
erstwhile Jambughoda estate who
is closely associated with the Jam-
bughoda Wildlife Sanctuary (JWS),
says such illegal felling of trees is ru-

ining the remaining forest cover of
the region.

“Branches of trees are lopped
when green, and after drying, picked
upin the guise of forest produce. What
I am more worried about is the de-
struction of forests, apart from the ef-
fect on social health,” he adds.

Ttibals consider drinking Mahuda
a tradition, despite the local adminis-
tration marking such distilleries as ille-
gal. But the problem is not one of polic-
ing the licencing and operation of
distilleries. Rather, it has complex po-
litical dimensions.

Panchmahal’s police chief M.D.
Antani says:“I donot know which area
you are talking about. Thereisabelton
the eastern fringes of the district where
this activity takes place: It’s illegal but T
am not in a position to say more, as it
falls in the purview of the Prohibition
Department.”

Special Inspector-General of Po-
lice  (Vadodara range) Rakesh
Asthana admits the menace in the
tribal belt, but adds that the police reg-
ularly carries out raids and seizes. He
adds that it was ironic that this custom
of drinking Mahuda was traditional
andyetillegal.

The Forest Department also
pleads helplessness. Deputy Conserva-
tor of Forests (Wildlife), in-charge of
JWS, G.V. Vadi, says the century-old
habit of consuming Mahuda is difficult
tocurb.

“So far as chopping of wood is con-
cerned, we take care that the sanctuary
areaisnot affected. We have 40villages
inside the sanctuary that have revenue
lands marked. The wood could be
taken from these areas,” he says.

Vadodara Conservator of Forests,
H.S. Singh, too, says felling on the
fringes of forestsis difficult tostop.
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