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Jambughoda forest to offer a slice ofGir sans lions SAJID SHAIKH
DM 25, 200 .

YADODARA: The Jambughoda forest sanctuary is to offer a slice of Gir. The forest department is planning to tum @

small part of the Jarnbughoda sanctuary into a tour st zone as part of its five-year forest rnanagement plan The tourist
gone will have a Gir-like interpretat on zone for easy ofwild animal: their natural environs ded
for tourists will be carried out in the interpretation zone that will cover an Ryarea of 50 hectares.

The forest department alsa proposes to establish a tour st complex for the interpretation ofwildlife,
education and recreation. The complexwill corne un st Dhanpuri near Hada reservoir and Targol area in the
forest.Watch towers will be constructed at strategic sites to faci itate visitors to watch wildlife, birds and other
moving creatures and the scenic beauty of the forest. Besides, a nature trail commecting the watch towers with
the rain track would alse be prepared at strategic routes of the tourism zore to take visitos for tekking. Budgetary
provisions of Rs 2%. 30 lakh has been proposed for these activities.

"We call this eco-tourism, which in this context, can be regarded as arneans to promote interest and
awareness in w ldlife conservation. However the promotion of tourism will be given complete attention only when
the sanctuary gets deve toped the extent that wildlife is seen in plent1Lful," deputy conservator of forest (wildlife
divisions 5 EMehta told Times News Network.

He said the tourism zone veil! have sub zones like low intensity use area, development areas and

development sites to guide and contro! its recreational use."ature education Camp sites would be developed in

appropriate locations close to water sources in the forest. Tents will be provided to visitors and nature lovers for
camping. Trained guides will also be provided for proper understanding of forest life," Mehta said.

He said the interpretation centre will furnish information on vegetation and wildlife in the forest to tourists.
Further facilities of wildlife films and slide shows will also be provided,* Mehta said. The Jambughoda forest boasts
of avery rich biodiversity. It has 105 species ofplants belonging to 88 genera and 42 families. The f oral diversity is
considerably high The forest also has a host of medicinal plarits.

The mararnals fourd inthe Jernbughoda sanctuary include panther, sloth bear, frvena, jackal, jungle cat,
Thess macaque, Cormmon langur, commonmongoose, porcupine and the Indian hare. Herbivores like cheetal and
sambhar wera present earlier. Wild boar, once in abundance, now have a depleted status. Besides the mammals and

avifauma, the sanctuary exhibits abundant other fama iike reptiles - poisonous and non-poisonous snakes,
lizards and chameleons; several fish snecies and raany insects -- dicadas, butterflies and dragonflies. Among the
snakes, python, cobra, common krait, mussel and saw scale viper, wolf snake, checkered keel back etc., are present.

As per the 1996-07 census there ae 34 panthers, 22 hyenas, 29 blue bulls, 15 four-hormed antelones ana 31

mongooses inthe sanctuary. Sloth bear has heen occasionally reported to be seen in the forest, Mehts saidMehta has
also drafted the managernent plan for Tarcbughoda forest sanctuary. According to the plan, the sancniary area has
been divided into coe zone (2,321.40 hectare), intensive management zone (10,665.70 hectare) and tourism zone (30
hectare'.

While habitat ame1ioration and wildlife protection works shall be carried out in the core zone, in the
intensive managernent zone, provisions would be made for developingwildlife and forest resources.

TOI/ 15.
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rstwhile royals of Jambughoda anctuary UTD OFT heritage tourism banon tc

n holiday mood? Head for Jambughoda sanctuary
@

(IWS) some 70 km from Vado-
dara, and home to flora and fauna as
diverse as leopards, bears, blue bulls,
owls, antelopes, porcupines and a va-
riety of snakes- is being opened to
the publicby the erstwhile royal family
of Jambughoda estate to boost "na-
ture tourism" in the region.

Taking a leaf out of the book of
royals in Rajasthan, who are selling

& (i+) heritage tourism through royal re-
treats, the Rana family of Jam-
bughoda too has joined the tourist

infrastructure in the region.
"Wewill provide royal accommo-

dation which is close to the ground.
The idea is that people should relaxin
the lap ofnature, leaving all theirwor-
ries behind," says Yuvraj Vikramsinh
Rana.

The regionwhich is one of the few
thicklywooded parts remaining in the
state, provides an idyllic setting for a
weekend escape. And tomake the es-
cape complete, Rana intends to keep

even a telephone connection out of
reach once you are in the sprawling
complex.

Once in, the jagged white
dolomitemountains contrastwith the
brown plains in between, and the
freshly rain-washedmeandering road
provides a perfect setting for a rejuve-
nating holiday.

The only company you are likely
to have is photographs showcasing
the grand days of the royals,when the
who's who of the world and the then

government ofgore sahibs jostled to
rub shoulderswith them.

Rana, who was associated with

getting the forests notified as awildlife
sanctuary a decade ago, feels
strongly about the conservation of
the place too. "We have taken ut-
most care to see that the sanctuary
remains as pristine as possible. But
unfortunately, the region has seen lot
of denudation with a number of
plant varieties becoming thin. I think
about 40-odd varieties are already
missing. [f tourism could also be cou-
pled with sensitising people about
these things, then itwould be ofgreat
help,"Rana says.

On this aspect oftourism, even the
Forest Department sces eye to eye.A

management plan, which was pre-
pared for the sanctuary somemonths

ago, talked about the possibilities of
eco-tourism aimed at educating city
folk about issues associated with
wildlife conservation. Jambughoda
being a relatively small sanctuary
could prove to be an ideal place for
that.

"We are looking at very focussed
eco-tourism inside the sanctuary. As
the area is small and villages criss-
cross the sanctuary, toomuch of inter-
ference could adversely affect
wildlife," saidG.V. Vadi, DeputyCon-
servator ofForests (Wildlife).

ABHISHEK KAPOOR
VADODARAs JUNE 24

TIS slotted tobe the hippest hap- bandwagon and is lobbying for added
pening holiday spot. For the Jam

bughoda Wildlife Sanctuary
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TROUBLEisbrewing in the tribal
belts of Panchmahals and Vadodara.
Thanks toMahudadistilleries, not only
is liquor flowing in dry Gujarat hut a

~ green belt 1s fast disappearmg with
brewer.es usmg wood from illegally

.. felled trees to stoke theirbhatt fires.
Avisit to an illegal distilicry on the

outskirts of Keva village in Panchma-
hal's Jambughoda talukawas an eye-
opener. In a shack built on bamboo
stilts, hidden bebind thick foliage,
hoochwasbeingbrewed.

"After the Mahuda season, the
flowers are stored for later use," says
Parvat, ourguide. Just then, a customer

ui arrived and bought four pouches
, packed in timru leaves.

Along the fringes of forests and
Streams (as the bhattis also need wa-

n illegal distillery in Panc mahals. Express photo
ter), such illicit distilleries are common
durmgmohuda season, say locals. Cer-
tain estimates put the wood felled for
such breweries at about 20 tonnes per
day.

During the rainy season, Parvat

says, itis difficult torunabrewery.
Vikramsinh Rana, Yuvraj of the

erstwhile Jambughoda estate who
is closely associated with the am-
bughodaWildlife Sanctuary (JWS),
says such illegal felling of trees is ru- fringesofforests is difficult to stop.

ining the remaining forest cover of
the region.

"Branches of trees are lopped
when green. and after drying, picked
upin the guise of forestproduce.What
Tam more worried about is the de-
struction of forests, apart from the ef-
fect on social health," he adds

'Thbals consider drinkingMahuda
a tradition, despite the local adminis-
trationmarking such distilleries as ille-
gal. But theproblem isnotoneofpolic-
ing the licencing and operation of
distilleries. Rather, 1t has complex po-
liticaldimensions.

Panchmahal's police chief M.D.
Antani says:"I do not knowwhich area

you are talking about. There is a belton
the eastern fringesofthe districtwhere
this activity takes place. It's legal but I
am not in a position to saymore, as it
falls in the purview of the Prohibition

Special Inspector-General of Po-
lice (Vadodara range) Rakesh
Asthana admits the menace in the
tribal helt, but adds that the police reg-
ularly carnes out raids and seizes. He
adds that it was ironic that this custom
of drinking Mahuda was traditional
and yet Hlegal

The Forest Department also

pleads helplessness. Deputy Conserva-
tor of Forests (Wildlife), in-charge of
JWS, G.V. Vadi, says the century-old
habit ofconsumingMahuda is difficult
tocurb.

"So far as chopping ofwood is con-
cemed,we take care that the sanctuary
area isnot affected,We have 40villages
inside the sanctuary that have revenue
lands marked. The wood could be
taken from these areas," he says.

Vadodara Conservator of Forests,
HLS. Singh, too, says felling on the


