
by Usha Rai

GHAZIPUR, Jan 14 - Company
Quarter Master Havaldar Abdul
Hamid's great courage in des-
troying two Patton tanks and
damaging a third in the 1965
India-Pakistan war has been
immortalised in history books
and Army records His posthum-
ous Param Vir Chakra has in-
spired two of his sons and eight
others in his native village,
Dhamupur, to join the Army
But his widow, Rasoolan

Bibi, in her mid-sixties, lives
alone in her half-constructed
house with not a scrap of furni-
ture init A cold wind tears thro-
ugh the open roof and a cat
creeps in to drink the milk left
uncovered 1n the kitchen
If the Army has taken care of

the vahant soldier's wife, it 1s
not reflected in her lifestyle She
lives in the shadows of poverty
with the memones of a tailor-
master with whom she lived a
full life till the Army took him
away and made him a grenadier

But this November was mem-
orable for Rasoolan Bibi For the
first trme in 30 years, with per-
mission from the Prime Min-
ister, Mr PV Narasimha Rao,
she visited the grave of her hus-
band with her youngest son,
Junedh Alam, who was barely
two when his father was killed in
action at Assal Uttar The visit
was a tiny news ttem, buried in
the inside pages of a newspaper,
and it was meant to coincide
with Army Day celebrations

For Assal Uttra, a village on
the India-Pakistan border,
Hamid is a saint The panchayat
of Cheema village has donated
about two acres of Jand for a
park around the grave, con-
structed by the 29 Infantry Brig-
ade ''I may never get another
opportunity to visit the mazar,
but what I saw brought tears to
my eyes,'' says Rasoolan Bibi
The mazaar was made of red

and green granite and Abdul
'Hamid's name has been emb-
lazoned 1n the cold stone

Rasoolan Bibi will carry the
memory of that visit to her
grave It will give her solace in
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FORGOTTEN FAMILY: Rasool
her lonely existence. Her five
children, four sons and a daugh-
ter, have married and moved out

Bibi, the
of Dhamupur Two have retired factory in Kanpur The youngest
from the Army and the third 1s

still working in an ordnance runs the branch post office of
son, who lives in Dullhapur,
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idow ofAbdul Hamid, at her home. Express photo by R K Dayal
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A famouswarhero'swidow languishes inpoverty
OnArmyDay today, we remembera soldier relegated to the history books

Dhamupur from the front room
of the house So Rasoolan Bibi

Continued on p 9 col 2 ~S

The 4th Grenadier Battal-
10n was holding one of the
forward areas in Punyab's
crucial Khemkaran sector
As the sun rose on the morn-
ing of September 10, Pak-
istan shells pounded the
lines ahead of village Che-
ema on the Bhikiwind-
Khemkaran Road A tank
attack followed and by 9
am, the enemy had
penetrated the forwardAbdulHamid

*

companies
Determined to halt the

Pakistan advance at any
cost, Company QuarterMas-
ter Havaldar (CQMH)
Abdul Hamid of the Gre-
nadiers, forward cofmman-
der of a recoil-less gun
detachment, drove into the
thick of battle a gun-mo-
unted jeep He knocked out
two tanks and, despite a hail
of bullets, was targeting a

AbdulHamid, aprofile in courage
third when he was cut down
by mortar fire

Inspired by CQMH
Abdul Hamid's courage
under constant enemy fire
and his complete disregard
for personal safety, his com-
rades put upa gallant fight
and beat off the assault
CQMH Abdul Hamid was
awarded the Param Vir
Chakra posthumously
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60-year-old Bhagwat Devi has come a long way

From stone-crushing to Parliament
by Usha Rai .

NEW DELHI. May 21

HAGWATI Devi. 60.
(Janata Dal). the only
woman elected to the Lok

Sabha from Bihar, symbolises
the true empowerment of gras-
sroot women. Though without
proper training she may not be as
effective in Parliament as she is
in Gaya, this three-times repre-
sentative in the Bihar Assembly
is a stone crusher who continues
to live in her one-room Indira
Awas tenement.
Six Lok Sabha constituencies

were studied by Women's Study
Centres in different Universities
and at the Centre for Social Re-
search in Delhi to evaluate the
performance of women candi-
dates. However, it is the reserved
constituency of Gaya that pre-
sents a ray of hope - that
women with a strong rural basis
can make it to the highest
echelons of political empowerm-
ent.

by the National Commission for
Wome which is working on a
Bill for 30 per cent reservation
for wofmen in Assemblies and
Parliament. The constituencies
studied were Madras South,
Delhi South, Calcutta South,
Ludhiana, Ghaziabad and Gaya.
Though Bhagwati Devi does

not hail from a political family

and is too poor io finance her
own election, with her socialist
background she identified with
the rural poor and was called the
"daughter of the soil''. She
travelled through her constituen-
cy on foot and spoke about land
rights, protection for dalits and
the irrigation requirements of the
small farmer.
Though not formally educa-

ted, she did her campaigning wi-
thout the support of bigwigs like
Laloo Prasad Yadhav. It was her
association with Ram Manohar
Lohia and Karpoori Thakur that

stood her in good stead. Women
respondents did not favour
women per se in politics. Only a
true worker like Bhagwati.
The study analyses why actr-

ess Revathi (South Madras),
Jaswant Kaur (Ludhiana), wife
of the late Punjab chief Minister
Beant Singh, and industrialist
Rita Singh (Ghaziabad) lost and
why Mamta Bannerji and Su-
shma Swaraj won.

Revathi got deeply interested
in care of the handicapped after
she acted in the film Anjali. She
refused tickets from smaller pa-
rties and entered the fray know-
ing how difficult it is for an
independent candidate. But
without adequate resources she
had to reduce her campaign
vehicles from four autorick-
shaws to two.

However, her fate was sealed
even before the campaign began
because the elite intellectuals of

South Madras had lost faith in
film stars like Vyjanthimala and
Jayalalitha. Revathi had neither
the support of a party cadre nor
mahila groups. The winning
candidate, T.R. Balu of DMK,
had nursed the constituency.

Jaswant Kaur was known as a
katilon ka kati! (killer of the kil-
lers) because the electorate be-
lieved her husband, Beant
Singh, had killed militants. Impo-
sed on Ludhiana by Delhi, she
lacked the support of local
cadres. Even the Mahila Con-
gress workers preferred to go to
Udaipur to campaign for Girija
Vyas.
Sixty-nine years old, she had

to be helped up to the podium,
leading to comments ''what can
she do for us when she cannot
carry herself.'' The study shows
that Jaswant Kaur did not speak
at all. Though this was put to her
being in mourning, the study
shows her total failure at public
speaking.

Industrialist Rita Singh (Con-
gress) who lost from Ghaziabad
had management and defence
professionals backing her. She
jetted around and used electronic
gadgets in true corporate style.
But there was very little support
from 'traditional Congressmen.
In fact B.P. Maurya, wanted the
Ghaziabad ticket for his niece.
Rita Singh stayed in four star ion for women candidates} train-
hotels and her promise to bring ing of contestants. senditising
affluence, which she enjoyed, to
her constituency failed. The plea
that since 'I am rich enough, I

cannot be corrupted' did not jell.

Banking on the large Jat elec-
torate, she raised caste issues but
not gender issues.

In South Calcutta, cight of the
13 candidates that contested
were eminent women
Bannerji representing the Con-
gress, Bharati Mukherji CPM, fc

Shanti Rai the BJP and Yasmin
Sengupta Cong-T. Mamta ro-
mped home because she was

!

seen as the girl next door and a
true representative of the poor
since her mother had worked as a
domestic help in the Kalighat ; aj

temple area.
CPM cadres even from South

Calcutta preferred to campaign
for Malini Bhattacharji who was
contesting from the adjoining
Jadavpur constituency. Though
all women said they supported
value-based politics, removal of
gender injustice, population
control through education, there
were personal attacks on Mamta
Bannerji.

Sushma Swaraj, who won
from South Delhi, never attac-
ked her main opponent Sibal.
She was seen as a charismatic le-
ader who triumphed because of
door to door campaigning.
group meetings and the support
of women who rallied around
her.

women voters to support women
and active participation of
women's groups in support of
women candidates.

Mamta ; Si

th

Si

The study was commissioned

The study supports ervat
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Battle to save Kutch ecology
By Usha Rai

A major environmental battle is
being fought in the Kutch region of
Gujarat where a sizable chunk of
the Narayan Sarovar sanctuary
was denotified in 1993 for setting
up acement factory. Now the same
group has gone ahead with its
plans to construct a jetty at the
ecologicallyy sensitive Khauthar Is-
lands in Kharo creek even before
obtaining the necessary environ-
mental clearance.

Last month a sub-group of the
expert committee for infrastruc-
ture facilities visited the site and
pushed throughgh the jetty proposal
with two well known conservation-
ists Bittu Sehgal of Sanctuary
Magazine and Shyam Chainani of
the Bombay Environmental Ac-
tion Group dissenting.

Within the group was at least
one person who was qquite deter-
mined to push through the jetty
proposal because he would like to
see the rich limestone deposits of
the region exploited and 300 mil-
lion tonnes of cement exported.
He seemed oblivious of the fact
that he represented the Environ-
ment Ministry Committee. At the
other end of the spectrum was a

wT

man who was worried about the
future of the chinkaras traversing
through the fast industrialising

for their evening salt lick. Last De-
cember he had sighted a hubara
bustard at the proposed jetty site.

Allegations and counter allega-
tions flew aboutmangrove swamps
being removed from the site of the
jetty just hours before the experts
visited the site, conveniently at
high tide when the beheaded man-
groveswould be submerged; about
whether the jetty came under coas-
tal regulation zone 1 (where no de-
velopment is permitted) or CRZ 3,
where some industry is permitted.

In all the hype and hoopla about
Sanghi Cement and its proposed
jetty, a dozen people representing
the scientific community, the local
people and environmentalists of
Kutch have come out with a report
that presents the voice of sanity.
Conscious of the large scale migra-

ypsrade Koteshwar and Jakhau
Mundra, Mandvi and

tion in the region because of lack
of employment, the group has re-
commended smooth industrialisa-
tion of the district without des-
troying the environment.

The group, which includes M.
K. Himmatsinji, chairman of the
Rajkot division ofWWF, Sandeep
Virmani of the Janvikas Ecology
Cell and T. A. H. Jamadar, presi-

dent of the Kutch Khedut Seva
Samaj, has pointed out that in
addition to the Sanghis- Anjan, in consultation with the people of
DLF, ABG, ABIL and GTCL.
plan to set up cement factories in
the region and have their own jet-
ties.

It is possible to make Kutch the
gateway to the North without des-
troying the marine/mangrove
ecosystem and endangering the ex-
isting livelihood of the people, says
Virmani. Unfortunately, private
companies, he says, are averse to
using the Port Trust jetties because
bureaucracy impedes movement
of vessels.

To save the unique ecosystem of
the region, it has been suggested
that the Sanghi jetty should be re-
located. The first option being
Kandla port which has berthin

5facilities for 40 vessels, but only 1

berths are operational. In fact the
Marine Maritime Board plans to

can also be upgraded and used in-
stead of constructing more jetties.

Says Virmani "companies en-
tering the area should federate and
one site should be used to full
capacity. Instead ofwaiting for the
Sanghi Jetty to come up, it has
been suggested that the terms and
conditions for construction of jet-

be decided immediately

Kutch and the Government,

ties why, where and how many

BHUJ, Sept. 9 Lakhpat taluka to get to the Creek

The group of 12 has quoted from
a 1987 to 1991 Saurashtra Uni-
versity study "Coastal Marine
Ecosystems and Anthropegenic
Pressure in the Gulf of Kachchh"
to point out that the mangrove belt
between Jakhau and Koteshwar is
the richest in the Gulf of Kutch.
The report says 90 species of green
brown and red algae, have been
recorded in this belt. Six rare spe-
cies of prawns breed in the area.

At Jakhau and Koteshwar, grey
heron, Indian reef heron, pond
heron and large egrets were found
nesting. In fact dolphins, lesser
floricans, caracal, wolf, common
fox, monitor lizard, desertmonitor
and white winged black tit were
sighted at Khauthar and its vicinity
in the past few months by the
group of 12.

Fears have been expressed ab-
out oil slicks, enhanced salinity
from the discharged desalinised
water and destruction of 50 sq kms

6 kms of the west mangrove re-
served forest area, if the Sanghi .

jetiy is allowed to come up at the
existing site.

of themarine ecosystem, including
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Assam island battlingfor survival
HT Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Oct 13
The world's largest fresh water

river island,Majuliin Jorhat
district, with a population of 1 35
lakh and an idyllic pre industrial

Itis feared that two-third of the
island has already disappeared
Nowwith the pressure for spurs to

and nomoney with Assam
Government to take any special
measuers to potect the island, the
fate ofMaju iis uncertam
Over 20 people fromMayult

headed by theMP fromNorth
Lakhimpur, Mr Arun Sharma,
met PrimeMinister Deve Gowda
andMinister for State of Planning,
MrY Alagh, recently and
sought their help to protect the
island
WhileMr Alagh has advised the
ople of the island to form a Save

Society, the Association for
Agencies for Rural

Development (AVARD) which
has adopted the island 1s lobbying
to get itaWorld henitage site
status Funds would then pour in
and protecting the islandwould be
less difficult
Some 450 years ago the Hindu

reformer, Shankar Dv, 1s said to
have visited the island and
estbalished Satras (monastnris)
which even today teach young
peoplemanitial arts and some
exquisite crafts hkemask and boat
making The unique Vaishnav
culture of the island ts best
ractised in the Satras and the
aamghars, spimitual and cultural

centres
Villagers take collective

decision on all issues including the
auctioning of fishing nghts The

Raasleela held in November and

amajor battle

Jorhat from the angry

the local dance form, Bhavna, 1s
unique to theisland The island's
eco system provides sustenance
for some rare, endangered birds
People practise natural farming on
the island- using neither
pesticides nor fertihsers Ifthe
island disappears, a whole culture

In 1975, an enbankment- spur8-was constructed at
Kokilamukh to protect Jorhat
When the waters hit the spur, thebacklash ofwaters destroyed

Government plans to construct a

spur atNeemati If this happens
villagers fear that Kamalabari in
Majuli will disappear Itis
alreaady being eroded
The Brahmaputra, embanked

on both sides to protect cities on
the nver front, when in spate
lashes out breaching the weaker
sections of the embankment or the
protective dykes gardingMajuliAlmost everymonsoon a partof
the island gets submerge and
another part (called chaur)
surfces
Not only 1s the island drowningbut there ts not enough basic

infrastructure on the island To gettoMajuli from Jorhat, a distace of

years to come.
22 km, takes four hours changing
two fenes and three buses The

road between the twomain towns
on the island-Garamur and
Kamalabar-has been breached
The road to the third town,
Jengrai, 1s alsoin bad shape But
Assam Government has nomoney
to repair the roads or to embank
the island

will says Sanjoy Ghose

Since there does not seem to be
enough scientific data tomonitor
just howmuch of the island has
disappeared over the years,AVARD and the North Eastern
Society for Environment
Conservation have initiated a
remote sensing study

nee -, A BaF
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Giving human face to familyplanning
By Usha Rai

JAIPUR: In two of themost

catapulting the districts to an
enviable birth rate of24 per 1,000
by 2001.
Conceived by Dr Devendra

Kothari of the ndian Institute of
HealthManagement Research

philosophy "help thosewanting to
control their fertility.""With the
couple protection rate going up the
birth rate has to fall, sayMr Ram
Lubhaya, commissioner-cum-
secretary (FamilyWelfare).
There are no compulsions, no

targets, no family planning (FP
camps. It is just awell-managed
operationwith the helpofa
computerised birth register to
monitor everywoman in the
reproductive age group.
otivated AN auxiliary nurse

midwife) and LH (lady health
visitors) provide FP services as
well as child survival facilities.
In fact itwas heartening to finda

human face to the programme.
Dapudevi, 25, wife of Rampal in

tubes tiedwhen her sonwas 5 and
daughter 3. But soon after the son
died in a road acc dent, Rampal

wrote to the districtmanagerof the
programme,MrHemantwivedi,
that he wanted another baby. It
did notmatter if it was a girl ora
boy. Dapudevi has been sent for
recanalisation at SMSHospital,
Jaipur.

show that 30 lakh coupleswant
family planning services. Ifa third
of them can be elped therewould
be a dramatic turnabout in the
demographic profile of the State,
saysMr Lubhaya. In Tonk and
Dhausa the number of couples not
wanting babies is 78,000.
The projectwas launched in

March/April 1995. Following the
philosophy of 'catering to the
unmet need,' the coup e

35 to 41 and 40 respectively. This
in turn is expecte to bring down
the birth rate in the two districts
from 38.4 to 33 by the end of the
current financial year. Even this is
aremarkable achievement
considering that the State's birth
rate has remained static at 34/35
for the last 10 years, saysMr
Lubhaya.
Though Dhausa has not
rformed aswell as Tonkwhich

as high percentage ofMuslims, if
the current trend continues, by
2001 the couple protection rate is
expected to shootup to 63 and this
would result in the birth rate
pluinmeting to 24 in these districts.
The glimmer ofhope held out by

the Rajasthan experience is
significant coming at a time when
the Planning Commission has
pushed back the hope of
population stabilising in the
country from 2001 to 2010. Chief
Minister B. S. Shekhawat has been
so pleasedwith the Vikalp
experience that he has extended it
to the entire State.
Instead of setting up new

structures, the Vikalp model seeks (whena
to revive the District Family
Welfare Bureaus by appointing a
specially selectedmanager to run

prevent births. In April 1995 a
door to door surveywas doneby
the ANMs ofTonk district and
namesofall eligible coupleswere

for contracept ve services and pre-
natal and anti-natal facilities
noted. The register is kept alive for
five years.

e LHV then goeswith the
ANM and discusses thepreferred
spacing methods. Sterilisation,

the four services available. Of the
16,134 eligible couples in Tonk,
3,594 opted for sterilisation.
Sixtyseven per cent of the
remaining couple opted for IUD.

sterilisation.

pre

insertions at the Benatha camp,
only 34were found suitable and

with difficulty thatwe could
persuade them to get themselves
treated for the reproductive track
infection first, saysMrDwivedi.
Of the 5,102who had IUDs

inserted in April 1995,. 4,749

because of anaemia or excessive
bleedingwere given alternatives.
"As against 1,427 births averted in
1994-95, we were able to avert
4,291 in 1995-96," saysMr
Dwivedi.
If a spacingmethod fails, a

medica termination of the
regnancy is encouraged. But this

is done in the specially set up
reproductive health centres at
each block with propermedical
facilities. There are 3.5 to 4 lakh

_ abortions (legal and illegal) every

abortion in the first trimester, Rs
300 to Rs 500 for a second
trimester abortion and Rs 900 for
an abortion in the sixthmonth of

ancy. Now therewill be less
of these dangerous, illegal
abortions.
Though Vikalp does not believe

in incentives and disincentives, the
Rajalakshmi schemewhich
ensures Rs 20,000 for the daughter

in for a terminal
aving only one or

am

two daughters does serve as an
incentive. Some 450 qualified for

far this year.
Rewards up to Rs 10,000will

able to bing down birth rate.
substantially in their area of
operation.
But Vikalp's valiant efforts fora

special, quality programme ar

osing out to thewell oiled family
planningmachinery headed bya
manager. Doctors and ANMs are
being transferred too frequently.

Centre, upgraded in Sept. 1995
from a post partum centre, the
third doctor, amale, who had
barelywon the confidence of the
women, was on hisway out.
All non-family welfare

responsibilities are supposed to be
vestedwith themale health
workers but in Rajasthan they are.
invisible. ANMs are, therefore,
being diverted formalaria, TB
control and other suchwork.
There are 700 waiting to get a
laproscopy because th rings are
not available.
Rajasthan couldwell have

struck gold in Vikalp but the key
functionaries, including the
Kotharis and Lubhayas, should
not be disturbed for at least five

a the

control
also be

March this year

their need

are

1

The

her control their

Ofthe who had come for IUD
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Prasar Bharati Act

I&B Ministry moots amendments
By Usha Rai

NEW DELHI, Oct. 23
Bowing to public pessure, the

Information and Broadcasting
Ministry has proposed amend-
ments to the Prasar Bharati Act
making it don the mantle of a pub-lic service broadcaster.
A note prepared for Cabinet

states that in the existing preambleof the Act the words Prasar Bhar-
ati "for providing public service
broadcasting" is to be added to
clearly define the objective of the
Prasar Bharati and to lay emphasis
On its public service character.
The final amendments to the

1990 Act are based on recom-
mendations of at least three expert
groups - the Sengupta Commit-
tee, the report of the Independent
Initiative, the Paswan Committee
report and various judgments of
the Supreme Court and the High
Courts.
However, the proposal for com-

prehensive legis ation for regula-tion of private broadcasting, in-
cluding cable TV, is under consid-
eration separately. Doordarshan
and Akashvani - which will con-
tinue to function as separate, inde-

pendent units - may not come
under the purview of that legisla-
tion.
However, as Dr Bhaskar Rao,

Director of the Centre for Media
Studies and a key member of the
Independent Initiative for public
service broadcsting pointe out,
there is a basic contradiction in the
proposed amendments. Though
deemed a public service broadcas- tures for the two units)
ter, the Corporation has been
asked to generate its own re-
sources. The essence of public ser-
vice broadcsting is that it should
not have to scrounge around for
funds, says Mr Rao.
To ensure the autonomy of the

The BGs
eetPrasar Bharati, the Ministry has

said it should become financially Doordarshan an
independent. So a cess on radio
and television sets has been prop-
osed. This together with its own
advertisement revenue is expected
to be enough to meet the financial
needs of the Corporation. Till itsfinancial viability is assured the ex-
isting budgetary support would
continue.
The Corporation is expected to

work out its own programme and
advertisement codes. It is ex-
pected to fix limits on broadcast of
advertisements and ensure that

adequate time is available for pub-
lic service broadcasting.
Under the proposed Prasar

Bharati Corporation, DD and
AIR will have separate service
cadres, assets, etc and will con-
tinue to be headed by their respec-
tive DGs (Managaing Directors in Secretariat stafworkingwith AIR
case the Prasar BBharati Board de-
cides to provide corporate struc-

will now have a full time chairman-
cum-CEO. Therewill be members
for finance, personnel, Pprogram-

Akashvani and a
representatives of the I&B Minis-
try not below the rank of a joint
secretary. Howevr, the earlier
proposal1 to have two elected rep-
resentaives of the employees on
the Board has been dropped.
The Ministry has recommended

that the chairman should be a per-
son with knowledge and experi-
ence in administration, manage-
ment and could be from the fielddiof
broadcasting, education, litera-
ture, arts, culture,music, drama or

Since Akashvani and Doordar-
shan are to be converted lock,
stock and barrel into the PB Cor-
poration, the employees of the two.
cadres will become employees of
the Corporation. However, Indian
Information Service and Central

and DD, can go back to their pa-
rent cadre or continue on deputa-
tion in accordance with the terms

poration.
The proposal to have a par-

liamentary committee overseeingthe work of the Prasar Bharati
Corporation has been dropped

a

dAs per the pro
ments the Prasar

and conditions decided by the Cor

me planning and technical lan
since it would be accountable to -

the Consultative Committee of the
I&B Ministry and the Standing
Committee on communications.
Dr Bhaskar Rao, who was

appreciative of Information and -

BroadcastingMinister C. M. Ibra-
-him's efforts to have the Act
amended as per public demand,
was disappointed that the public
Tight to respond or reply has not
been Pprovided in the proposed .

amendments. The amount of the

The Gs man

cess on TV andd radio sets has also
not been spelt out. It is also not
clear if it will be a one-time cess or
anannual tax,journalism.
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Keeping out the right women
Usha Rai evaluates the work of the National
Commission for Women and laments its

shortfalls
HERE are any number of bright, talented Janata Dal and outside it, were suggested. These
and articulate Indian women that could included Devaki Jain, Ranjana Kumari, MrinalT represent the country at any forum- Indi- Gore, Asha Ramesh, Zena Sorabji, Bilkeez

an or international. But why is it that our own key Latif, Renukadevi Barakataki and Annie Prasad,
organisations for promoting the cause ofwomen,
like the National Commission for Women

the former secretary of the NCW. The women's
studies departments also have several women

(NCW) and the Central Social Welfare Board, ideal for the job.
are filled with women who neither know about Devaki Jain's name was even suggested as
women's issues, nor have the commitment to chairperson of the Karnataka Commission for
take up cudgels on their behalf. Women, but she could not find a place there.
When Mohini Giri was appointed as the chair- Why is that men who decide on the destinies of

person of the NCW over a year ago, there was a women's organisations prefer someone who is
sigh of relief and renewed hope that the Commis- incompetent and voiceless to someone who is
sion would finally deliver. To be fair to Mrs Giri, dynamic and a go-getter? Is it a deliberate move
she has been like a top that has not stopped to stifle these organisations? Do men feel
spinning. But, alas, most of the other members threatened by women of substance?
have not been able to pull their weight. The result The Central Social Welfare Board has alreadyis that the Commission operates like a fire bri- been crippled not only by a wrong choice of peo-
gade, rushing out to quell a fire, rather than act as ple to head it but by setting up parallel structures
a think tank. of power. It was Dr Durgabai Deshmukh who
To make matters worse, the two members had the vision to set up a Board that would act as

appointed recently - Mrs Indira Basavaraj, a interface between the government and the volun-
lecturer in botany from Bangalore, and Ms tary sector and translate government policies intoSukeshi Oram, a 29-year-old tribal from Orissa, reality.who has worked as a supervisor with the angan- To give stature and credibility to the Board Dr
wadiworkers, have never really worked with the Deshmukh brought in senior positions women
women'smovement. Ms Oram is a doubleM.A., like Vimla Sharma and Mrs Mohan Lal Sukha-
but both women lack experience and charisma dia, wives of Shankar Dayal Sharma and the
and cannot speak Hindi or English fluently. They ChiefMinister of Rajasthan. Both women were,should have been groomed for public office in however, social workers in their own right. After

This is not an attack on the new members but on the political system
that by patronage and wrong selection cripples what should be a

premier organisation for women. While Ms Basavaraj is quite clearly
the gift of HRD Minister $ R. Bommai, Ms Oram has been foisted on

the Commission by Biju Patnaik. When someone pointed out to Mr

Bommai that Ms Oram may not be a good choice, he is believed to

have said what is the great work that the Commission is doing.

their home states before being jettisoned on the the first flush of enthusiasm, the CSWB was re-
national scene. duced to a showpiece. Over the years, as rival
For a year now the Commission has been structures like the Department of Women and

crying hoarse about inadequate staff, the unde- Child, the Indian Council for ChildWelfare, and
clared status of the chairperson andmembers and theNational Institute for Public Cooperation and
the lack of machinery to look into the mountain Child Development came up, the Board has been
of compfaints received. The 11 State Commis- reduced to a grant giving organisation. It would
sions that have been set up also suffer from a lack be a shame if the NCW was also reduced to just
of infrastructure and resources. another institution by corroding political influ-
This is not an attack on the new members but ences. The power struggle between theNCW and

on the political system that by patronage and the Department of Women and Child, which
wrong selection cripples what should be a pre- should service it, are already pretty apparent.
mier organisation forwomen. WhileMs Basavar- There is no action on the various recommenda-
aj is quite clearly the gift ofHRD Minister S. R. tions and laws sent by the Commission from time
Bommai, Ms Oram has been foisted on the Com- to time. Despite all this the Commission has been
mission by Biju Patnaik. When someone pointed able to get the cooperation ofwomen's groups ofout to Mr Bommai that Ms Oram may not be a all political hues. It has become the fulcrum of the
good choice, he is believed to have said what is women's movement for the 33 per cent reserva-the great work that the Commission is doing. tion in Parliament and State Assemblies.Ifwomen are particularly peeved at the choice
of the newmembers, it is because the Janata Dal Unfortunately, the NCW seems to be the last
has so many good women who would have been priority of bureaucrats and male politicians. It is
an asset to the Commission. Promila Dandavate still not too late to rectify the mistakes. Give

teeth to the NCW and bring into its fold compe-was to be appointed the chairpeson of the first
tent women, whether from academic institutionsCommission, but the National Front government

was dislodged and the Congress government or grass-root movement. So frustrated is Mrs

appointed Jayanti Patnaik. Mohini Giri that she is willing to throw in the
Itwould probably have not been fair to appoint towel and go back to her Guild of Service where

Mrs Dandavate as just another member of the she can ensure that her dreams are translated into
Commission. But other names, from, within the reality.



Baa f

24 THEHINDUSTAN TIMES. NEW DELHI, SUNDAY DECEMBER 15 19%

By Usha Rai and
Avinash Singh
NEW DELHI, Dec. 14

In a desperate bid to save the
image of the World Wide Fund as
well as tu save the millions of dol-
lars coming into its kitty in the
name of the tiger, the WWF-
International an WWF-UK have
decided to take the tiger cell out of

it up as a separate body.
Mr Tom Mathew, current

secretary general Samar Singh's

predecessor
who is working on

iodiversity conservation with
.WWF-US, is being brought back
to head the cell next week.
Mr Samar Singh, a former addi-

tional secretary in the Environ-
ment and Forest Ministry on de-
putation to WWF-India, was re-
cently at the receiving end of two
virulent attacks by Tiger Trust and
the Environmental Investigation
Agency, two London-based inter-
national organisations, forWWF's
failure to check the massive
poaching of tigers in India though a day. The Indian Government to pack up and do a more useful
millions of dollars had been raised

Stated that WWFE-Iinternational
-did not have the powers to take the
itiger unit out ofWE-India. This
a

Tiger cell to be detachedfrom WWF-India
country, he said, has its own board
of trustee to oversee the Indian op-
erations. At a meeting in London
on Dec. 7, Mr Singh said he had
demanded more funds for India's
tiger conservation work from the
millions raised abroad. So far
WWEIndia, he said had received
only $ 100,000.
The WWF-International, he

said had agreed to give the equiva-
lent of 2 million Swiss Fancs
which would be about Rs 5 to Rs 6
crore. The Tiger Conservation Singh's integrity or
Unit, he said, would now be

guide the conservation work.
"They are welcome to appoint
Tom Mathew as the head of the
unit but it will be very much a part
of WWF-India," he stated.
Despite the $ 7,50,000 raised in

the name of the tiger by WWF-
UK, Mr Michael Day of Tiger ary. The

ech
Chief Secretary,Trust maintained that 500 tigers a

year were killed in India. He
alleged wasteful expenditure of
valuable conservation money.
Mr Dave Currey of EIA esti-

mated the tiger slaughter at a tiger

which spent $ 24,93,744 on Project

sole custodian of India's forest
wealth-flora and fauna
included-was also
mauled by the cat-watchers.
Since the release of the two re-

severely.

ports there has been great pressure
on Mr Samar Singh to step down.
When Singh would not oblige, he
was summoned to London on Dec.
7 and told by the head of WWF-
UK and WWF-International that
he would no longer be in charge of
the tiger cell.
Mr Samar Singh, may not be the

easiest man to get on with. In fact,
Mr Singh has as many enemies as
friends in the environment sector.

ment to Ind1a's forests and wild-
life. Bymaking him a scapegoat of
the games being played by the in-
ternational agencies in the name of
the tiger, not only hasWWF-India
got mud on its face, but itmay lose
a good man.
Madhya Pradesh ChiefMinister

Digvijay Singh is keen to get him
back to the cadre as Chief Secret-

month. MP has given itself the sta-
tus of a Tiger State since it has,
according to the 1993 census, the
largest number of tiger-912 ti-
gers. Mr Samar Singh may decide

job, even in terms of saving the
tiger, in a State which wants him.
No one doubts the fact that In-

dia, which has two-third of the
world population of tigers, is los-
ing them very fast. While the last
census in 1993 put the number of

tigers in India at 3,750, the inter-
national agencies claim it may be
just 2500 to 2750. While the major
thrust of the western critics Is on
India's failure to check the large
scale poaching& of tigers for skins
and bones, there has not been
much focus on habitat destruction
because of large scale mining etc.
Though 34 international conser-

vationists wrote to Prime Minister
Deve Gowda in October that the
Indian Board for Wildlife had not
met for eight years, the situation
has still not been remedied. More
recently 50 MPs wrote to the PM
expressing concern for the tiger.
The onus of potecting the Indi-

an tiger is clear y that of the Indian
Government. But the budget ofRs
25 crore or $ 8 million a year 1s

peanuts for protecting such vast ti-
ger tracts. Even the Global Tiger
Forum, set up after much fanfare
two years ago, has not received

the 1 tiger range countries.
IfWWF-International orWWF-

UK think they. can save the tiger by
removing the tiger cell from
WWF-India, they will have to
rethink, said a trustee of WWF-
India who does not wish to be

Tis
stion Mrthe purview ofWWF-India and set But few in India
commit

strengthened and a steering grou
of Indians and foreigners

esent
enouMr S ar, retires next oney to protect tigers in

named. Not only is more money:m the name of the king of the jung- Tiger in 1994-95 and which is the
needed but practical strategies, in-
volving people living around pro-

Jes

_-tected areas, have to be worked
out to save the tiger from extine-

Mr Samar Singh, however,

tion.



The duty ofprotecting our environment and ecology it seems has been taken over by

m Delhi and Calcutta show quite

clearly that the Environment and Forest

Minustry bas failed to protect the nation's

environment
If it was not for some committed environ

ment NGOs and activists and lawyers hke

M C Mehta Rajeev Dhawan Harish Salve

andMahendra Vyas there would be no stop-

residential colonies and protected areas

In fact there could be no greater indict

ment of the Ministry than its own Minster,
Kamal Nath, diverting forest land for con

prawling hotel complex Kulu

the Minister almost got away with diverting

a river so that his hotel could be saved for

posterity at the cost of some poor farmers'

agnecultural fields
Itis not that all bureaucrats in theMinsstry

commitment to environment and most of

them are birds of passage Instead of con

fronting their political bosses on biatantl

wrong environment decisions, they succum

to po itical pressures whether it
is for drver

sion of forest land or providing environment

clearance for eco unfnendly power projects

Onssa and Bhanron Singh Shekhawat m Ra

ther environmental costs,
Deve Gowda recently announced that no

Central clearance would be required for

Gand who went to the Supreme Court

uesboning the environmental clearance to

gentnix and several other projects has

pointed out that conditional clearance ts

given under political but the cond:

tions are seldom fulf and the Mimastry

the last 26 years, a study shows that over 80

under which the clearance was given But
osecuted

conproject authorities are neither
nor the project stopped for not
ditions

one

) will have tremendous impact m pro-
tect ng and conserving India's beleaguered

forests Most legal correspondents and

newspaper editors have
not realised the

nificance of the order, while environmen

ists are jubilant state governments are pit

court has given duemportance to the

1980 Forest Conservation Act and clarrfied

that the word 'forests' includes all forests
-

reserved, pnvate, unclassified, council and

~

N

Courts
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As per the order, 10,000 mines in Rajas-
than operating on forest land would be

closed Most of these mines, on just a hec

tare of land, are owned by powerful
bureaucrats and pobticaans In Orissa 70 to

80 large bauxite, manganese and other

mines owned by businessmen would be

closed The return from each of these mines

to the tune of hke Rs 50 to Rs 100 crore

annually Because of political pressure va

nous efforts of the Environment Ministry to

shut down the mines on forest land have

come to naught
The Mussoore hills, chock a block with

hotels and commercial ventures on pnvate
forest lands, will get a repneve Even rf the

existing hotels survive, there will be no

further degradation of the once exqussite
Mussoorie
TheNorth Eastern States have always be

haved as the FCA did not apply to ther

large tracts of pnvate forests and council

theNorth East and Arunachal Pradesh (290)
in particular had faled Now the court has

decreed the operation of saw mulls of any

facie in violation of the FCA of 1980 unless

The Court has ordered a total ban on fell-

ing of trees and running of saw mills in the

of Arunachal
With the rron-clad definition of the FCA

there can be no more illegal tree felling and

ned themovement of tamber from the North

East to other parts of the country and felling

by contractors in the North East
The Indian

Railways has been told 1t can transport only

Felling down forest

certified timber for defence and government

There has been amoratorium on tree fell

mg in Jammu and Kashmir and Himachal
and in the hill regions ofUttar Pradesh and

Landmark verdicts
@ Protection of Delhy's Ridge - re

moval of encroachments
@ Shifting of 900 industries fromDel
@ Removal of abattoir from Idgah area

bof Delhi and restriction on animals to be

slaughtered
@ Control on vehicular

Capital - propane
wheelers
@ Coastal zone regulationmanagement

@ Protection ofwildhfe based onWWF
pet tion m Delhi High Court

Closure of hazardous chemical indus

@ Controlling pollution around Taj

@ Kamal Nath to return forest land ac

quired for Span Resorts
@ Stops temple constructing hotel in

Gir National Park
@ Norse 'pollution in Calcutta Use of

otal protection 'for all forest areas
lntenm order halts mining and saw mill

operations in forests

in the
fuel for two

West Bengal In fact in no part of the coun
can trees be felled forests untess the

According to a report submitted b
Ministry to the Planning
1992, the annual withdrawal from the forest

hectareswill be covered by the FCA
Appro#fmately a third of the population of
India living in and around forests will be the
-dhrect beneficianes of the Court order They
will have now have better access to forest

produceTo show that they mean business the two
Judges have stated that their orderwould be

implemented notwithstanding any order at
variance, made or which may be made by
government or any authonty, tribunal or
court, including the High Court "

the environment and the biodiversity of the

country, who will care for How

Nat onal Environment Impact Assessment
Authority, headed by a retured Supreme
Court judge with technical experts and wel!
known environmentahsts has been su

gested byManeka Gandhi and some others

cently an Environment Impact Assessmen

up Shukla, foa

s Rs 30,000 crore

ter Maneka

for

ed the conditions
to
min

but the Mnistry has never prosecuted any

Now a recent intermm order of the

comer to the environment scene Othe
members are the chairman of the Centr
Pollution Control Board, Environment Se
retanes of the States of Del, Utta

vironment Secretaries who have
protect the environment individually be aby
to do so collectively? Only time w l tell

loud



Many things we need can
wait the child cannot Now is ke
tume his bones are being formed
his blood ts beingmade hismind
is being developed To him we
cannot say tomorrow, His name
istoday Icned I had no shoes

lean poet I do not know the au
thor of the second But both have
been etched in my memory jog
ging the conscience of the sensi
tive when they see a hungry un
cared for child a working child
or a young one who becomes the
victim of a senseless war- crip
pled both physically and mental
ly
For 50 years UNICEF has

sought to give first priority to the
child in the international social
order of the day It has focussed
on killer child diseases whether
itis diphtheria whooping cough
poho or the more invidious di
arrhoea and iodine deficiency
discrders In India where pot
able water remains a mirage it
has sought to ensure that a net
work of hand pumps provide
clean drinking water
But with development and

modernisation new problems
loom large on the honzon One
of the most serious already
affecting children 1s the impact
of negative images on television
- violence in particular To
counter this the International
Council of the National
Academy of Television Arts and
Sciences and UNICEF have
been observing an International
Children s Day of Broadcasting
on December 15 for the five
years

Some 2 263 television and
radio stations in 171 countnes
from satellite networks covering
continents to tiny Community
radio stations in war torn coun
tnes have joined the initiative to
ensure social responsibility in
broadcasting
This year the US National

Alliance for non violent prog
ramming has supported the 1996
International Children s Day of
Broadcasting as a positive step
towards media literacy for the
21st century global media cul
ture
UNICEF s executive director

Carol Bellamy says that broad
casters have been extremely sup-
portive Many of them not only
air programmes on child con
cerns but devote an entire day or
week to children

Bellamy says that while the
television industry needs to
address the issue of violence in
the media it has to take into
account the violence 1n the real
world From Bosnia to Rwanda
children have become deliberate
targets of warfare Violent
crimes and gangwars are amajor

Arms and the child
Even as some issues are being resolved, new problems are croppingup for children all over the world, rangingfrom

problem in a growing number of
countnes In addition in aimost
every country in every home
children are being abused
Even children who are not in

war zones or violent situations
are being affected by the vio-
lence depicted in the media
Young children are heavy telev
sion viewers In some countries
they watch 20 to 30 hours of TV
in a week-more time than they
devote to any other activity other
than sleeping
Television brings violence into

the home as news and entertain
ment- and as a strange hybnd
of the two - making it difficult

for adults and children to disting
wish between reality and fiction
Because they lack real life ex

'perience against which to com
pare and judge what they see on
the screen and because their
own personalities and value sys-
tems are still developing UN
ICEF studies show children are
very susceptible to the violence
they see on the small box
Exposure to heavy doses of

TV violence increases the hkeh
hood of aggressive behaviour
especially in boys Gender differ
ences are reinforced by much of
what 1s offered on TV Thus,
boys tend to identify with male
characters who are strong and

conscription in armies to the impact of negative images in media USHA RAI reports
aggressive while the girls iden
tify with the victims
TV tends to present violence

in unreahstic musleading and
glonfied ways Fictional prog
rammung often presents violence
as all pervasive legitimate re
warded effective even clean
News programmes and

documentaries too can distort
violence selectively exaggerat
ing or sensationalising events
The News Track pictures of the
bleeding body of the student
(who was protesting the Mandal
Commussion recommendations)
being dragged by the foot by a
policeman who had gunned him
down are still vivid in public
memory
With the mushrooming of

cable and satellite channel there
Is greater competition to produce
and hawk the most graphic pic
tures- the bloodier the image
the greater the chance of it being
picked up by more channels

Clearly violence on the screen
1s an increasingly serious prob-
lem that demands action As Bel
lamy puts it The way ahead lies
not only in looking at how to eli
minate violence on television
but also in looking at how to
strengthen television s power to
inspire positive change
But TV also has potential for

good It can contribute substan
tially to children s education and
development apart from finding
solutions to senseless violence
and intolerance
And while it not easy for

working parents to control or
tegulate a childs TV viewing
they cannot abdicate this respon
sibility of curtailing the effects of
excessive media violence on the
young Carol Bellamy pleads for
partnership between govern
ments the TV industry com
munities parents and children
themselves
While parents should limit or

monitor childrens television
viewing broadcasters should
provide appropriate quality
programmes for kids They
should refrain from offering vio-
lence shows during peak viewing
time and adopt mechanisms and
voluntary codes of behaviour
An internatinal Children s Tele
vision Charter has emerged from
the work of the past two years
Rejecting gratuitous scenes of
violence and sex the charter 1s

specifically alignedwith the Con
vention on the Rights of the
Child a treaty ratified by most
countries

zs

Ten

VEN as we march into the
21st century with hope in
our hearts that children will

grow up healthier, stronger less
exploited and better educated last
month Ms Graca Machel, the UN
Secretary General s expert on the
Impact of Armed Conflict on chil
dren, has presented a horrendous
report on the conscnption of Chil
dren as soldiers
Though statistically invisible

Machel says that children under 15
are serving in government or

f ct zones In Libera children as
young as seven have been found in
combat while in Cambodia a sur
vey of wounded soldier showed

tween the ages of 10 and 14 In
1988 it 1s estimated that some
200 000 child soldiers under 16

years of age saw armed combat
Will the world body be able to

check the recruitment of children
below 181n armed forces will it
be able to halt this brutalisation of
childhood and innocence? In
Afghanistan where about 90 per
cent of children now have no ac
cess to education the proportion
ofchild soldiers has increased from
30 per cent to at least 45 per cent
The basic reason for children

joming armed groups 1s economic
Hunger and poverty says Machel
drive parents to offer their chil
dren for services In some cases
armies pay a minor soldier s wage
directly to the family Child parti
cipation 1s difficult to establish as,
sometimes whole families move
with armed groups
Childrenmay volunteer on their

own if they feel this 1s the only way
to guarantee regular meals clo
thing or medical attenton There

soldiers if theirmarnage prospects

"Thepparticipation of girls often
entails their being forced to pro-
vide sexual service Often chil
dren of both sexes start out as
cooks, porters, messengers and
spies But it does not take long
before they are placed the heat
of the battle, where inexperence
and lack of training leave them
vulnerable

batants And who alleviated our
sadness after going with someone
we hardly knew? At my young age
I experienced abortion It was not
my decision There 1s a great pain
in my being when I recall all these
things in spite of my commit
ment they abused me they tram
pled my human dignity And
above all they did not understand
that I was a child and that I had
rights
In Lebanon and Sn Lanka the

young
people s immatunty has

en used to recurit and train them
for suicide bombing But some
countnes children identify with
and fight for social causes reli

determination or national libera
tion

tll

gious expression self

Directly related to war and war
zones are the landmines that have
left millions of children cnppled
They continue to exploded long af
ter cease fire has been enforced
The global campaign to ban land
mines began in 1992 but execution
has been tardy When a war
ceases, it should be mandatory for
the countries involved to clear the
mines
Clearing landmines however 1s

a long and expensive business,
each one takes 100 times longer to
remove than to deploy A weapon
that cost $3 or less to manufacture
may eventually cost $1000 to re
move Countries most contamin
ated bymines are generally among
the poorest so there 1s little pros
pect of their de mining A Volun
tary Trust Fund for Assistance in
Mine Clearing has been set up by
the UN and cotnbutions of $19 5
million have come in But this 1s

just a fourth of the $75 million that
was to be raised
Many legal experts believe that

landmines are already an illegal
weapon under international law
and their use should be prohibited
Today children in at least 68

countries live amid the contamina
tion ofmore than 110million land
mines In addition there are mil
hons of unexploded ordnance -
bombs shells and grenades that
failed to detonate on impact
Afghmstan Angola and Cambo-
dia have at least 28 million land
mines as well as 85 per cent of the
worlds landmine casualties
Angola with an estimated 10 mil
hon landmines has an amputee
population of 70 000 - 8000 of
them being children

What can be done
OCUSSING ON Decem

Turner Networks Televi
ber 15 last year in Asia

sion and Cartoon Network orga
msed a Toons that Care Day
on drug abuse and other issues
affecting children
@ In Belize the Belize Broad
casting Corporation brought stu
dents to the city to produce their
own programmes on child nghts
® InSwitzerland Raido Susee
Romande s morning program
me Magellan focussed on chil
dren for a week interviewing
young people who were refugees
or victims of war in countries
around the world
@ Inthe UK BBC Rado fea
tured a story about a girlwho had
lost her father mn the Northern
Ireland conflict
@ In Zimbabwe the State tele
vision aired a and radio
documentary on the sexual abuse
of children featuring a discus
sion among four young people
e In Yugoslavia young people
mobilised to collect tmas
presents for disadvantaged chil
dren

=

that 20 r cent of them were be

In Cambodia 61 per cent to
families with a mine victim to sup-
port were in debt because of the
accident When a parent 1s a mine
casualty the lost ability to work

A child from Honduras told' an weaken the care and protec

the student movement I had a
dream to change things so that
children are not hungry Later I
joined the armed struggle I had all
the inexperience and fears of a lit
tle girl I found out that girls were
forced to have sexual relations to
alleviate the sadness of the com

tion available to the ¢hild In
Afghnistan unemployment of
adult males shot up from 6 to 52
per cent as a result of the landmine
accidents So even as some issues
are being resolved newer prob-
lems are cropping up for the child
Can we restore to them the child
hood they so nghtly deserve?

Machel



NEWS WEEK
Focus Ministry reposes, Court disposes §

The duty ofprotecting our environment and ecology it seems has been taken over by
the judiciary Is it time to wind up the Union EnvironmentMinistry, asks Usha Rai

clearly that the Environment and Forest
Ministry has failed to protect the nation's
environment
If it was not for some committed environ

ment NGOs and activists and lawyers like
M C Mehta, RajeevDhawan, Harish Salve
andMahendra Vyas there would be no stop-
ing the vandalisation of our forests, coast
e or themushroom growth of industries in

residential colomes and protected areas
In fact there could be no greater indict

ment of the Ministry than its own Minister,
Kamal Nath, diverting forest land for con
structing a sprawling hotel complex in Kulu

the Minister almost got away with diverting
a river so that his hotel could be saved for
posterity at the cost of some poor farmers'
agricultural fields
Itis not that all bureaucrats in theMimstry

are bad officers But very few have any real
commitment to environment and most of
them are birds of passage Instead of con
fronting their political bosses on blatantl
wrong environment decisions, they succum
to political pressures whether it 1s for diver
sion of forest land or providing environment
clearance for eco unfnendly power projects

Onissa and Bhairon Singh Shekhawat in Ra
jasthan have been at the vanguard of the
movement for decentralisation of powers
vested with the Centre They would hke to
set up power projectswhere theywant, lease
outmines even if they are in forest areas and
give degraded forest areas to industries to

their needs for pulp and plywood
to these pressures without realising

their environmental costs, Pnme Minister
Deve Gowda recently announced that no
Central clearance would be required for

Gandhi who went to the Supreme Court
uestioning the environmenta clearance to
gentrix and several other projects has

pointed out that conditional clearance 1s

given under political pressure but the condi
tions are seldom fulfilled and the Ministry

the 200 nver valley projects cleared in
the last 26 years, a study shows that over 80
per cent had not ed the conditions
under which the clearance was given But
proyect authorities are neither posecuted

ditions
There are plenty of violations of the

Forest Conservation Act (FCA) of 1980 too
but the Ministry has never prosecuted any
one
Now a recent interim order of the Sup-

reme Court (Justices S VermaandR N
Kirpal) will have tremendous impact in pro-
tecting and conserving India's beleaguered
forests Most legal correspondents and
newspaper editors have not realised the sig
nificance of the order, while environmental
ists are jubilant state governments are jit
te
the court has given due importance to the

1980 Forest Conservation Act and clanfied
that the word 'forests' includes all forests-
reserved, private, unclassified, council and
even the jungles of Maharashtra
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As per the order, 10,000 mines in Rajas
than operating on forest land would be
closed Most of these mines, on just a hec
tare of land, are owned by powerful
bureaucrats and politicians In Onssa 70 to
80 large bauxite, manganese and other
mines owned by businessmen would be
closed The return from each of these mines
to the tune of like Rs 50 to Rs 100 crore

annually Because of political pressure va
nous efforts of the Environment Ministry to
shut down the mines on forest land have
come to naught
The Mussoorie hills, chock a block with

hotels and commercial ventures on private
forest lands, will get a reprieve Even if the
existing hotels survive, there will be no
further degradation of the once exquisite
Mussoorie hills
The North Eastern States have always be

haved as if the FCA did not apply to their
large tracts of private forests and council
forests Various efforts by the Ministry to
check the mushroom growth of saw mil s in
the North East and Arunachal Pradesh (290)
in particular had failed Now the court has
decreed the operation of saw mulls of any
kind, including veneer or plywood, 1s prima
facie in violation of the FCA of 1980 unless

The Court has ordered a total ban on fell
ing of trees and running of saw mulls in the

of Arunachal
With the sron-clad definition of the FCA

ned the movement of timber from the North
East to other parts of the country and felling
by contractors in the North East The Indian
Railways has been told it can transport only

Felling down forest wealth

certified tmber for defence and government
use
There has been amoratonum on tree fell

ing in Jammu and Kashmir and Himachal
and the hill regions of Uttar Pradesh and

Landmark verdicts
@ Protection of Delhi's Ridge - re

moval of encroachments
@ Shifting of 900 industries from Delhi
@ Removal of abattou from Idgah area

of and restriction on animals to be
slaughtered@ Control on vehicular
Capital - propane base
wheelers
@ Coastal zone regulation management
- stopping prawn cultivation and growth
of hote industry
@ Protection ofwildlife based onWWF

petition in Delhi High Court
@ Closure of hazardous chemical indus

try affecting water, crops Udaipur dis
trict of Rajasthan
@ Controlling pollution around Tay

Mahal bymoving out industries, regulating
vehicular traffic and the green belt
@ Kamal Nath to return forest land ac

quired for Span Resorts
@ Stops temple constructing hotel

Gir National Park
@ Noise pollution in Calcutta Use of

loud speakers by placesofworship banned
@ Total protection for all forest areas

Intenm order halts mimng and saw mull
operations in forests

aA
West Bengal In fact in no part of the coun
try can trees be felled in forests unless the

the Ministry of Env ronment and Forests

liution in the
fuel for two

According to a report submitted by thee
Ministry to the Planning Commission in
1992, the annual withdrawal from the forest

reme Court intenm order an additional 9
million hectareswill be covered by the FCA
Approximately a third of the population of
India living in and around forests will be the
direct beneficiaries of the Court order They
will have now have better access to forest
roduce
To show that they mean business the two

Judges have stated that their order would be
implemented "notwithstanding any order at
variance, made or which may be made by
government or any authority, tribunal or
court, including the High Court "

the environment and the biodiversity of the
country, who will care for it? How many

Nat onal Environment Impact Assessment
Authonty, headed by a retired Supreme
Court judge with technical experts and well
known environmentalists has been sug
gested byManeka Gandhi and some others
There 1s no guarantee that this toowill not

be subverted or that it will be effective Re
cently an Environment Impact Assessment

judge, R K Shukla, was set up Shukla, for
all his good intentions, 1s quite clearly a new
comer to the environment scene Other
members are the chairman of the Central
Pollution Control Board, Environment Sec
retaries of the States of Del, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Haryana and the
chief regional planner of NCR Will En
vironment Secretaries who have failed to
protect the environment individually be able

is Rs 30,000 crore

silent for

ling con

approval of the Central Government

there can be no more

to do so collectively? Only time will tell


