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Kawar bird sanctuary gets international status

By Abhay Singh
The Times of India News Service

PATNA: The Union government
has identified the 63.11 square-
km Kawar fresh water lake in Be-
gusarai district as an internation-
ally recognised “Ramsar site”
which is suitable for migratory
birds visiting it, as also by the res-
ident birds of special variety
found in different parts of the
country. Thus, Kawar has become
one of the 16 bird sanctuaries in
the country, and the first from Bi-
har, to acquire this status.

The Union government issued
the relevant notification in Feb-
ruary this year. The notification
has been sent to the state govern-
ment.

This information was given by
Arvind Mishra who has recently
been nominated the state coordi-
nator by the Indian Bird Conser-
vation Network (IBCN), Mum-
bai, for Bihar. Mishra, who before
his new assignment was the secre-
tary of the Bhagalpur-based
Mandar Nature Club (MNC), is
one of the 18 state coordinators
nominated by the IBCN in the
country.

Besides Kawar, the other bird
sanctuaries in Bihar are Udhwa
of Sahebganj, Nagi and Nakti of
Jamui, Kusheshwarsthan of
Darbhanga, Goga of Katihar,
Barella of Hajipur, and Saraiya-
man of West Champaran.

As per the Ramsar Convention
of bird conservationists held in
Teheran in 1975, a wetland area
which is rich in bio-diversity is
designated as Ramsar site, mean-
ing that it is suitable for visitation
by the migratory and resident
birds of a country. “Now, Kawar
has come on the international
map of important bird sanctuar-
ies”, Mishra said. Special birds
which visit the Kawar lake are
white-eyed pochard, great-crest-
ed grebe, black ibis, crested ser-
pent eagle, spotted eagle, Bal-
lion’s Crake etc., he informed.

However, the status report pre-
pared on Kawar fresh water lake
by him does not make happy
reading for the concerned bird-
watchers and practising ornithol-
ogists, Under the sub-head
“threats”, he has pointed out that

the lage iz being choked by gratory birds landmg at the Kawar fresh water lake in Begusarai (hstnct The site has been declared asa
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has polluted water. Hunting and

| fishing is practised in the sanctu-

weeds, suffers from poaching,and bird sanctuary by the Centre.

ary area on a large scale.

Sources in Begusarai informed
that vested interests have been
trying to convert the choked
laked area into agricultural land.
They have the backing of “some
powerful politicians” from the
area, including a former agricul-
ture minister from the state. It is
learnt that the Union govern-
ment, in the past, had sanctioned
“several lakhs” of rupees for im-
proving the lake area so as to
make it suitable as a bird habitat.

The money, however, has re-
mained unutilised, since no work"
was possible or undertaken due
to political interference and lack
of cooperation on the part of
vested interests. Moreover, those
indulging in fishing have been do-
ing so by “poisoning the waters of
the lake”, the sources said. As a
result, the water of the lake has
got polluted. This has forced the
special birds of the migratory and
resident nature to alight in the
nearby waterpoints to catch fish
and survive. .




