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Department of Chemistry
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Editor: JAMES P. IFERRIS Dr . Krishna Bahadur

ORIGINS OF LIFE
The Journal of the International Societyfor the Study of the Origin ofLfe

Department of Chemistry Department of Chemistry
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Troy, NY 12181

University of Allahabad
U.S.A.

Telephone: (518) XXXKXM

New Katra266-8493 Allahabad, INDIA 211002
Telex: 646542 rpi tro

February 1, 1984

Dear Dr. Bahadur:
6 er __ _-~ ~~

I referred your manuscript for the 7th ICOL proceedings, all the supporting
data you included in your letter of January 4 and your letter of January 4 to
Dr. N. W. Pirie as per your request. His comments which are pertinent to your
manuscript were extracted from his letter to me and are enclosed. I believe
that Dr. Pirie's comments echo those of the original referee of your manuscript.

I will be willing to consider your work for publication as a regular paper
in Origins of Life if you take seriously the direction of the first referee,
Dr. Pirie and myself in its preparation. I should point out that I sent your
manuscript to the first referee because in the course of my discussion with him
about another subject he expressed the opinion that you might have an interesting
system. What I am saying is that he is not a hostile referee. The problem is
you are not presenting your work in a way that is acceptable for an objective
scientific study. I strongly urge that you use the style of the Journal of the
American Chemical Society if you decide to rewrite this article. I will send it
again to the first referee to see if he feels it meets the standards for
Origins of Life as well as a second referee before reaching a decision on it.

Thank you for your continued interest in Origins of Life.

Sincerely yours,

FerrisJames P.
Editor

JPF:sm
Enclosure

PUBLISHER: D. REIDEL PUBLISHING COMPANY, P.O. BOX 17,3300 AA DORDRECHT, HOLLAND; AND
190 OLD DERBY STREET, HINGHAM, MA 02043, U.S.A.



Comments of N. W. Pirie on "Synthesis of Jeewanu, the Protocells and Study

of Their Functional Properties"

"He (Bahadur) said it all before. What it clear from his letter is that

he does not understand why Ph.D. theses are not satisfactory references. Ref-

ereeing has nothing to do with it - referees can be as silly as anyone else.

The point is unavailability. One can find a journal and so see just what the

author thinks was done. You can't find these.

Bahadur is probably on to something... So I think you might ask Bahadur

to let you have an article with all the stuff about H»9 as a fuel and the Rig

Veda cut out summarizing what he has observed and with references to accessible

papers only."



School of Science
Department of Chemistry

iv

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute Troy, New York 12180-3590

January 31, 1989

Prof. Krishna Bahadur
Department of Chemistry
University of Allahabad
68 Dikusha
New Katra
Allahabad - 211002
INDIA

Thank you for your application for a travel grant to attend the
1989 ISSOL meeting in Prague. As noted in the announcement, the
travel grants are for young scientists who are ISSOL members. If youare not an ISSOL member you must have a valid application on file with
the Secretary (Dr. D. DeVincenzi - Mail Stop 239-11, NASA Ames
Research Center, Moffett Field, CA 94035) to be considered and
approved for membership before the grant will be awarded.

Your application will be evaluated by an international committee
and I expect the review process will be completed by March 15, 1989.I hope to be able to give you our decision at that time.

Sincerely yours,

James P. Ferris
Chairman, ISSOL
Travel Grants Committee

JPF:sm
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According to the decision of the Council of the Interna-
tional Society for the Study of the Origin of Life the 6th
ISSOL Meeting and the 9th International Conference on the
Origin of Life will take place during July 3 - 8, 1989 in Prague,
Czechoslovakia.

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM

The problems of the origin of life (we also use the term
protobiology) are supposed to be discussed in a general evo-
lutionary context.

The following topics are suggested:

1. Chemical evolution leading to the origin of life
2. Models of prebiotic systems
3. Origin of the autoreplicating systems and the genetic code
4. Early evolution of the main biological mechanisms
5. Evolution of cell structure (prokaryotic and eukaryotic)
6. Geological and paleobiological record of early organisms
7. Space research and the problem of the origin of life
8. General evolutionary aspects of protobiology

These topics will be discussed in the frame of invited
lectures (30 min including discussion), limited number of oral
presentations (15 min including discussion), and poster ses-
sion as a main form of presentation of experimental results.

Special attention will be paid to the organization of the
poster session. The posters are supposed to be arranged
according to the individual topics (problems). Each such
group will be headed by a moderator to whom the abstracts
of the respective posters will be submitted in advance and
who will organize the discussion of all interested participants.Sufficient time will be devoted to this Purpose during the
conference.



panels) will be prepared:
- Conditions on the primitive Earth
- Prebiotic catalysis: proteins or RNAs?
- The role of solar energy in the origin of tife and early

evolution
- The significance of protobiological data for understanding

biological evolution

Further suggestions concerning the topics of the Confe-
rence and the subjects for the evening discussions will be
welcome.

PUBLICATIONS

Proceedings of all abstracts (2-3 pages) will be pubii-
shed by the LOC and will be distributed to the participants
at the registration (similarly as at the previous conferences).
The abstracts will be also published as a special issue of the
ISSOL journal, Origins of Life. Full papers will be handled
by ISSOL, probably in the journal Origins of Life. The Second
Circular will include all necessary information concerning
publications.

LANGUAGE

The official language of the Meeting will be English. No
simultaneous translation will be arranged.

GENERAL TIME-SCHEDULE

The LOC will do its best to have only one session at
a time (without parallels) and to pay sufficient attention
to the posters. A 6-days program of the Meeting (from Mon-

day, July 3 till Saturday, July 8, 1989) with a half-day excur-
sion on Wednesday, July 5 will be arranged. The arrival day
will be on Sunday, July 2.

The following evening discussions (round-tables and/or



PARTICIPANTS AND PARTICIPATION FEES
In agreement with the ISSOL regularities the Meeting

will be open to bona fide scientists from all countries. All
information concerning visas and other formalities will be
sent to the participants with the Second Circular.

Participation fees should be 150, 200, 85 and 85 US $ for
the ISSOL members, non-members, young scientists (up to 33
years of age) and accompanying persons respectively. The
fees will be also payable in Czechoslovak crowns (1 US $
to be calculated as 10 cz. crowns).

LOCATION

Campus of the College of Agriculture, Praha-Suchdol.
The place provides suitable conditions for accommodation,
meals, and all activities of the Meeting in one location.

ACCOMMODATION

In comfortable student hostels in two double-bedded room
units with a bathroom. There are two rooms in one hostel
unit. Each room with a kitchenette is for two people, and
a bathroom with 1 WC, 1 shower, and 2 wash-bowls is thus
for 4 persons. The price for one bed is 15 US $ per night*).
For those who will prefer a single accommodation a whole room
(but not a unit) can be reserved for about 35 % higher price.
Hotel reservations will be made by the LOC in advance in
the first class hotel International which is the closest one
to the campus (about 20 min by public bus). The price for
a single occupancy is about 50 US $, for a double occupancy
about 75 US § per night. No special transportation from the
hotel to the campus will be arranged !

MEALS

Breakfast, lunch and dinner in a student cafeteria (ca
8 US $ per day).
*) Present-day price here and below



SOCIAL EVENTS

- Welcome party at the first day of the Meeting (free of
charge)
Half-day excursion out of Prague to enable personal con-
tacts and unofficial discussions (free of charge)
The farewell banquet (for an extra price of 20 US $)
3-days ,post-meeting journey" through Czechoslovakia
(for an extra price of 180 - 200 US $ including transporta-
tion, accommodation, meals and program)

6-days accompanying persons program in Prague and other
places in Czechoslovakia (included in the participation
fee)

CIRCULARS

The second circular will be distributed to prospective
participants by November 1988, the third - in May 1989.

CORRESPONDENCE

All correspondence concerning the Meeting should be
sent to Dr. Zinovij Masinovsky

Dr. Zinovij Masinovsky
Co-Chairman, ISSOL LOC
Laboratory of Evolutionary Biology
Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences
Na Folimance 11

120 00 Prague 2

Czechoslovakia Phone: 25 79 93


