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By Our Staff Correspondent

MADIKERI, MAY 31. The State Gov-
ernment has not yet accorded
approval for the Project Tiger
scheme at the Nagarahole (Rajiv
Gandhi) National Park, which
was approved by the Centre a
few months ago.

Currently, Bandipur and Bha-
dra are the two areas where Pro-
ject Tiger is being implemented
in the State. No one seems to
know what is delaying sanction
for the project at Nagarahole. If
approved by the State Govern-
ment, it would bring in addi-
tional funds for the project. The
funds could also be used to re-

/
/ Govt. delaying nod

for Project Tiger
locate the tribal people from the
park, top Forest Department
sources told The Hindu here on
Friday.
According to one source, the

Forest Ministry, including the
minister concerned, is of the
opinion that if Project Tiger is
introduced at Nagarahole, it
would put restrictions on the
extraction of timber. However,
no tree is to be felled inside the
national park as per a Supreme
Court order.

On the other hand, as per a
management plan prepared by
a consultant, M.K. Appaiah,
teak could be removed provided
it was done carefully.



MAY 2 TheWorld Bank spon
sored Eco Development Project for the
Nagarahole (Rajrv Gandhi) National
Park 1s making progress, though it 1s

behind schedule
A sum of Rs 23 93 crore was spent

till January 2002, against the Rs 39 49
crore earmarked under various heads
The project is scheduled to be com
pleted by June 2002, and the Forest De
partment, the implementing agency,
has sought one year's extension from
the World Bank A team ofWorid Bank
officials 1s expected to visit the national
park in a couple of days
According to the records Rs 13 15

crore has been spent on the improved
protected area management (IPAM),
Rs 974 crore on the village eco-devel
opment plan (VEDP), Rs 60 12 lakh on
the environment education and
awareness programme (EEAP), Rs
33 36 lakh on the impact monitoring
and research (IM&R) programme, and
Rs 10 62 lakh on the information tech
nology (IT) area The park covers an
area of 643 40 sqkm im Kodagu and
Mysore districts, with a core zone of
192 sqkm and a tounst zone of 110
sq km
The project was started in 1997 98,
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PROTECTING BIODIVERSITY: A watchtower on treetop in the
Nagarahole Reserve Forest. - Photo TL Prabhakar

by the end ot which Rs 59 99 lakh was
spent

Next year, Rs 3 77 crore was utihsed
The expenditure was Rs 71 crore m
1999 2000, Rs 7 25 crore m 2000 2001
and Rs 5 19 crore in 2001-2002 (up to
January 2002)

Under the IPAM, 155 tribal families

were rehabilitated at Veeranahosalli in
Hunsur taluk Each family was provid
ed with two hectares ot agricultural
land, a house, electricity, water, seeds,
fertilizers, and facihties for education
of children Under the village eco de
velopment head, 78 villages were iden
tified, and NGOs entrusted with the job

of apprising villagers of the eco devel
opment plan The eco development
committees formed later were given
facilttres such as LPG and solar lamps

Under the EEAP, the stakeholders
were made aware of the advantages of
the eco development project and the
need for thew cooperation In Apmnl
2000, a World Bank team conducted a
mud term review of the progress of var
ious programmes

More than 30 agencies and individu
als have been drafted under the pro
ject The Pnncipal Chief Conservator
of Forests (Wildlife), who 1s the admin
istrative head, coordinates activities
with the Director, Project Tiger, New
Delhi, and the World Bank The Con
servator of Forests, Wildhife Curcle
(South), Mysore, is the Field Director
of the project
The Eco Development Project in

volves seven protected areas mcluding
five tiger reserves They are Buxa m
West Bengal, Palamau in Bihar, Pench
in Madhya Pradhesh, Perzyar in Kerala,
Ranthambore in Rajastan (all tiger re
serves), the Gir National Park in Gu-
arat, and the Nagarahole National Park
in Karnataka The project cost 1s $67

The basic aims of the project, which
faced resistance from some NGOs, ini

a
Development

tially, delaymg its implementation m
the Nagarahole National Park, are pro-
tection of eco systems and habitats,
village development, which mcludes
participatory micro planning, foster
ing alternative livehhoods, voluntary
relocation of tribal people, environ-
mental education and preparation for
future biodiversity projects
The Conservator of Forests, Kodagu

Circle, P Anur Reddy, says the Nation
al Forest Policy of 1988 envisages for-
ests as an ecological necessity India's
Environmental Action Plan, published
im 1993, enlists sustainable utilisation
of biodiversity in selected ecosystems
as one of the top seven priorities

It has become imperative to give im-
portance to eco development pro
grammes, as India's biodiversity 1s rich
and unique but endangered A report
says that India accounts for nearly 70
per cent of the world's biodiversity Its
biodiversity 1s considered endangered
as nearly 10 per cent of plant species
and 21 per cent of the 372 species of
mammals are facing the threat of ex-
tmction because of the widespread
degradation of ecosystems
There are 75 national parks and 421

wildlife sanctuanes m India, covering
about 4 3 per cent (14million hectares)
of the land area
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Trees and Other Plants: see Appendix A

FAUNA:
Mammals [mp, ql, fv, KFD-Nag2]

Antelope, Fourhorned
a

Cat, Jungle Macaque, Bonnet

Civet, Common Palm Mongoose, Common

Civet, Small Indian Mongoose, Stripednecked

Deer, Barking Mongoose, Brown

Deer, Mouse Ctter, Common

Hare, Indian Squirrel, Indian Giant

Hyena, Striped Squirrel, Threestriped Palm

Jackal Tiger

ones [f

2, easter

INDIAN BY WA BUDC
CINET

Leopard MAN

Bear, Sloth Leopard-cat a vor Myso

Boar, Indian Wild Loris, Slender PERS
One;
leph

EQU

Deer, Spotted Pangolin, Indian
bus

Dog, Indian Wild Porcupine, Indian

Elephant, Indian
Sambar

RES}

Fox, Flying Shrew, Grey Musk
Stud

Gaur Squirrel, Common Giant Flying
Resc
Man
Prog
tiger

Langur, Common

Reptiles {mp, KFD-Nag2, Forest Department undated}

Crocodile, Marsh Snake, Common Vine

Keelback, Green Snake, Common Wolf

Krat, Common Snake, Rat

Python, Indian Viper, Bamboo Pit
RU

Skink, Snake Viper, Russell's
Rig
Res

Birds: see Appendix B

Two packs of Wild dogs that were normally seen around the park tourist complex are reported to have

vanished suddenly in 1984-85, and it is feared that they may have become the victims of some epidemic [fv].

Officials at the park also report that while the number of Elephants is increasing, the number of tuskers may be

Circ

col

declining due to heavy preaching outside the park [fv].
Ha

OCCURRENCE AND CONTROL OF DISEASE: In 1968 the Gaur population declined due to an outbreak of

rinderpest that first affected domestic cattle in the area [mp]. No subsequent epidemic has been reported [fv].

Thirty percent of the cattle in villages adjoining the park have been vaccinated by the Veterinary Department.

There is a veterinarian located at Titimati, on the north-western boundary of the park [fv].
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OTHER FACTORS AFFECTING HABITAT: Forest fires are widespread and reportedly caused by graziers,

NWFP and fuelwood collectors. These occur chiefly between February and April [fv]. Two fire watchtowers

connected with wireless exist, along with 675 km of fire lines' [mp].

In March 1992, an area of a few thousand ha. was set on fire by villlagers, causing extensive damage (see

HUMAN PRESENCE, Miscellaneous).

a!

WATER RESOURCES: The major sources of water for the park are the rivers Lakshmantirtha, Sarati Hole,

Nagar Hole, Balle Halla, and Kabani River [tp]. In addition there are 4 major perennial streams {tp], 47 seasonal

* This vast network may include roads doubling as fire lines.
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RAJIV GANDHI NATIONAL PARK

Earlier known as Nagarahole National Park, this park got its former name from the Nagar Hole ('Snake River'in Kannada), which runs eastwards through its centre. The area has in the past seen extensive forestry activities.Plantations, in fact, cover almost 15% of the park area, with some plots being overa century old. Yet it is rich inanimal life, and is known for its large population of Elephants. Covered chiefly by moist and dry deciduousforests, dominated by Teak and Rosewood, the terrain is gently undulating and well-watered by streams.
Relatively better off than most of the other sanctuaries and parks in Karnataka in terms ofmanagement inputs,this park has also become a popular tourist centre.To its south-east, the park is connected to Bandipur National Park by the Kabani Reservoir, while theWynadSanctuary of Kerala adjoins to the south-west. This entire block forms a part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve.To the west, coffee plantations separate the park from the Brahmagiri Sanctuary.
LEGAL STATUS: Constituted a National Park on April 1, 1983, vide Notification No FFD 195 FWL 82, dated16 March, 1983 [notif]. Intention to constitute the area a national park was declared on February 4, 1975 videNotification No. FD 14 FWL 73 {notif]. Prior to this, the area was declared a sanctuary on July 2, 1955 videNotification No. A4.6118/R. DIS 339/54 [np]. An extent of 57,155 ha. has been declared as National Park videNotification no. AFD.14.FWL.73 dt.4.2.75. The area was increased to 64,339 ha. vide notification No.AHFF.91.FWL.87 dt.8.12,1983. To mark the first death anniversary of late Shri Rajiv Gandhi, this park wasrenamed as " Rajiv Gandhi National Park " vide notificationNo.AHFF.134.FWL/92 dt.13.5.92.
AREA AND ZONING: 64,339.26 ha. (643.39 sq.km). Initial area of the sanctuary till 1975 was 28,416 ha. The areaintended to be made, and subsequently made into a national park was 57,155 ha., i.e. an addition of 28,739 ha.Intention to extend thepark to include an area of 7184.26 ha, adjacent to the south, was declared on December8, 1988 vide Notification No. AHFF 91 FWL 87 {notif]. The park has a core zone of 19,200 ha [notif 2], a bufferzone [mp, qal, a tourism zone (in two parts) {qa "91], and a restoration zone (areas not worked out or located onthe as yet) [mp, qa]. The restoration zone is supposed to comprise those areas which have been totallydegraded and need complete protection.

LOCATION: Districts KodaguandMysore; Latitudinal range 11°51'20" [tp] to 12°15°37" N [tp]; Longitudinal range76°00'02" to 76°17'13" E [tp1; Nearest town Kutta (7km); Nearest raithead Krishnarajanagar (70km) imp]; Nearestairport Mysore (94km).
P

on 459 Nailurpala(? Skm),
ig

Nagar
undated,

m CaheutManantavadi tu Nagarhole (93.5 km) [Road Map
TOPOGRAPHYAND CLIMATE: Altitude 700 m [q1] to 957 m, the highest point being located in the extremesouth [tp]; Temperature 14°C to 33°C;Mean annual rainfall 1778 mm at Nagarhole, decreasing to 1270 mm on theeastern fringes of the park [mp].

br

rk

FLORA: According to Landsat imagery, the park consists entirely of closed forest with a crown density of 40%and above [Landsat 1986]. To the north-east, adjacent arcas are devoid of forest cover. Forest types found in thepark include South Indian Tropical Moist Mixed Deciduous 3B/C2, Southern Tropical Dry Deciduous SA,Southern Tropical West Coast Semi Evergreen 2A/C2, and Scrub Forests (degraded 5A) [q1,mp, KFD-Nag1, fv].Extensive Teak Tectona grandis plantations covering 9000 ha. were carried out by the Forest Departinent,before the park was notified, between 1868 and 1982. No subsequent plantations have been raised though somesilvicultural operations are undertaken in the existing ones. Small patches of Eucalyptus had also been plantedmuchbefore the park had been declared [q1,mp, fv]. TThe weeds Lantana sp. and Eupatorium Chromolaena odorataare proliferating in the area [mp].

ry
br
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ones [tp], and several smaller seasonal ones [tp]. There are four small perennial lakes, 41 artificial tanks (24

perennial) and several swamps [mp]. Other major sources are the reservoir of the Taraka dam, entering the
eastern part of the park, and the Kabani reservoir, forming the south-eastern boundary of the park [tp].

BUDGET: Budgetary expenditure incurred during 1990-91 was Rs.21.65 lakhs, and in 1991-92 Rs.14.25 lakhs.

MANAGEMENT PLAN A plan for the period 1990-1995, was prepared in December 1989 by the DCF (WL),
Mysore, and has been sent for approval.

PERSONNEL: The Deputy Conservator of Forests (WL), Hunsur is overall in-charge. He is being assisted by
One ACF, seven RFOs, 29 foresters, 98 forest guards, 19 forest watchers, 51 mahouts, 52 kavadis, and one

elephant jamedar (for elephant camp) [fv].

EQUIPMENT: 20 wireless sets, 14 rifles and 24 guns, 12 binoculars, six jeeps , one car, three vans, and one mini
bus (vans and mini bus are for tourists) [mp, qa '93].

RESEARCH AND MONITORING: Two research projects have been conducted by the Centre for Wildlife
Studies, Mysore, in collaboration with the Karnataka Forest Department. They are (i) Ecological Relations and
Resource-use in the Carnivores-Herbivores Community of Nagarahole National Park and Gi) Ecology and

Management of Large Carnivores. Both projects are under the auspices of Indo-US Scientific Cooperation
Programme {mp]. The projects were halted inmid-1990, following controversy over the death ofa radio-collared
tiger, then resumed on court orders, and finally put on hold again after the March 1992 incidents (see below,
HUMAN PRESENCE, Miscellaneous). As per court orders recollaring was done during 1993.

COMMUNITY INTERACTION PROGRAMMES: Slide and films shows are held (about 30 every year) for

villagers residing inside the park. Also, educational films on wildlife are screened for villagers residing in the

adjacent areas, with about four to five villages being covered every month.

HUMAN PRESENCE:

Rights and Leases: The felling of diseased and dead Sandalwood trees is permitted in the Buffer, Tourism and
Restoration zones. Removal of dead or fallen Rosewood is permitted in the Buffer and Tourism Zones, only
under "special circumstances" [mp]. It is not clear who has these rights/concessions and what the "special
circumstances" are. Tribals living in the park are permitted agriculture (40-50 ha), and fuelwood and NWFP
collection [fv], though this is technically illegal (see Habitation below).

Habitation: There are 54 tribal! settlements inside the park, with a total population of 6140" [qa '93]. According
to the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, such settlements in a fully constituted national park are illegal. However,
they have existed there for centuries and the Forest Department does not plan to shift them out. There are also
5 families of non-tribals living in the park, cultivating about 1U ha [mp].

There are 45 villages in the adjoining areas with an estimated population of 55,283. Five 'proposed sites for

townships' have been depicted on the toposheut in the south-east portion of the sanctuary. According to park
authorities these sites are to be used for rehabilitation [qa 91].

orted [fv]
partment

Grazing: Over 5000 heads of livestock graze illegally inside the park [fv].

Offences and Mlegal Activities: In 1983-84, one case of improper entry was recorded, 22 of illegal hunting, and 838
of destruction of habitat. Certain areas of the park are eatremely susceptible to poaching, and organised ivory
poaching expeditions are launched occasionally from neighboring Kerala [mp]. Most of the poaching however,

mage (see

* The toposheet however shows that there are 40 settlements inside the park.
"*
Programme to rehabilitate the tribals outside the national park under certain benificiary oriented schemes has been drawn

up by the Park authorities, but the tribals are resisting the move [fv].

irati Hole,
7 seasonal
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is of herbivores, formeat, and more rarely of big cats and Gaur [fv]. Some illegal bird trapping bytribals has also

been reported [mp]. There are also reports of illicit cattle grazing, and fuelwood and fodder collection, by the

people resettled in a 2000 ha area on the eastern boundary [fv]. These people had earlier been evicted from the

submergence zone of the Kabani dam [fv].

Tourism: The park received 45,109 visitors during 1988-89 [mp], which has come down to 35,882 in 1991-92.

Use by Other Government Agencies: There are approximately 200 ha of PWD roads in the park. The Education

Department runs several schools inside the park,
and about 162 ha ofthe park areoccupied by transmission lines

of the Karnataka State Electricity Board (KSEB).

Miscellaneous: Between 1979-80 and 1983-84, six people were killed, and one injured by elephants in and around

the park. Two hundred and thirty two cases of livestock lifting (in adjacent areas) were accepted for

compensation during this period. In addition there were 290 cases of crop damage (in adjacent areas) that were

accepted for compensation during this period.
In mid-March 1992, a large group of villagers from adjoining areas forcibly entered the park, destroyed

property, beat up some staff members, and sct fire to a large tract (reportedly about 7000 ha.) of the forest

{Hindustan Times, 21 March 1992]. They were protesting the death of a villager, whose body was found inside

the park, alleging that raa RFO had killed him. Park authorities maintained that the man was a victim of rivalry

between two poaching gangs, and that powerful interests were using the opportunity to loot the forests. Some

sources have alleged thu hand of groups who are demanding that the district of Kodagu (Coorg) be madea

separate state or political constituency, but these groups have denied any association with the incident [The

Hindu, 18 March 1992; Sunday Observer, 22-28 March 1992]. An official inquiry is being conducted.

INFORMATION FOR VISITORS: The park is best visited between October and May, when the weather is

pleasant and animals easicr to spot {KFD-Nag?]. There are also various small tribal shrines in the park which

are worth a visit. Vehicles have to pass through checkpuints while entering and there are cight manned entry

points to the park. Entry is prohibited between 6.00 pm and 6.00 am. Private vehicles are allowed only in the

Tourism Zone {q1, {v, imp]. Overnight accommodation is available in several resthouses, tourist lodges and

dormitories in and around the park. There isa reception centre inthe Tourism Zone, and a booklet on the park

is available. Three vans and a minibus facilitate travel inside the park, and several watchtowers make wildlife

viewing easier.

NGOs/INDIVIDUALS ASSOCIATED: There are two Honorary Wildlife Wardens. They are Shri K. Ullas

Karanth and Shri P.M. Aiyanna (please see Appendix 8 for addresses).

CONTACT ADDRESSES:
1) DCF (WL) Hunsur

Wildlife Preservation Division
Hunsur P.O. 571105
Mysore Dist.
Karnataka

2) Local in-charge:
Range Forest Offficer, BONNET
Wildlife Range MACAQUE
via Murkal,
Nagarahole-571258

Macaca

Kodagu Dist.
Karnataka

SEG,

wads
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rees (mp, mp2, Q1]
Ailanthus triphysa
Albizia odoratissima
Albizia spp.
Anacardtum occidentale

Anogeissus latifolia
Artocarpus heterophyllus
Artocarpus spp.
Bauhinia racemosa
Bombax ceiba
Bridelia crenulata
Bridelia Spp.
Buchanania lanzan
Butea monosperma
Careya arborea
Cassia fistula
Chloroxylon swietenia
Chukrasia velutina
Cordia spp.
Dalbergia latifolia
Dalbergia paniculata
Derris indica
Dilienia pentagyna
Dillenia spp.
Diospyros melanoxylon
Dipterocarpus indicus
Emblica officinalis
Eucalyptus spp.
Ficus spp.
Ficus virens
Gardenia spp.
Garuga spp.
Gmelina arborea
Grewia til
Haldina cordifolia

Other Plants {mp, mp2, Q1]
Acacia caesia
Acacia sinuata
Asparagus racemosus
Bambusa arundinacea
Bridelia spp.
Calycopteris floribunda
Chromolaena odorata
Clematis spp.
Coffea spp.
Cordia dichotoma
Curcuma spp.

APPENDIX A

Holigarna spp.
Hopea parviflora
Kydia ca ycina
Lagerstroemia microcarpa
Lannea coromandelica
Machilus spp.
Mangifera indica
Meyna laxiflora
Naringt crenulata
Ougeinia aojeinensis
Pterocarpus marsupium
Pterocarpus spp.
Radermachera xylocarpa
Santalum album
Sapindus spp.
Schleichera oleosa

Semecarpus anacardium
Shorea roxburghii
Stereospermum personatum
Strychnos nux-vomica
Syzygium cumini
Sy-ygiunl spp.
Tamarindus indica
Tecton2 grandis

alata
Ter bellirica
Terminalia chebula
Termuinalia paniculata
Wrightia tinctoria
Xeromphis spinosa
Xeromphis uliginosa
Ziziphus mauritiana
Zizphus Epp.
Ziziphus xylopyrus

Cymbopogon citratus
Cymbopogon flexuosus
Dendrocalinius strictus
Desmodium spp.
Eleusine coracana
Entada phaseoloites
Clobba spp.
Grewta hirsuta
Helicteres isora
Hemidesmus indicus
Eeteropogon contortus

the. £4;
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Holarrhena antidysenterica
Imperata cylindrica
Jasminum spp.
Lantana camara
Lantana spp.
Nicotiana tabacum

Oryza sativa
Phoenix humilis
Smilax spp.
Sorghum bicolor

Birds [KFD-Nag?, fv, mp]
Adjutant, Lesser
Babbler, Common
Babbler, Jungle
Babbler, Large Grey
Babbler, Quaker
Babbler, Rufous
Babbler, Rufousbellied
Babbler, Spotted
Babbler, Whiteheaded
Babbler, YeIloweyed
Barbet, Crimsonbreasted
Barbet, Small Green
Baya
Bee-eater, Bluebearded
Bee-eater, Bluechecked
Bee-eater, Bluetailed
Bee-eater, Chesnutheaded
Bee-eater, Green
Bittern, Chestnut
Blackbird
Bluebird, Fairy
Bulbul, Redvented
Bulbul, Redwhiskered
Bulbul, Yellawbrowed
Bustard-quail, Common
Buzzard, Honey
Buzzard-eagle, White-eyed
Chat, Pied Bush
ChHoropsis, Goldfronted
Chioropsis, Goldmantled
Coot
Cormorant
Cormorant, Little
Crake, Brown

APPENDIX B

Spatholobus parviflorus
Themeda cymbaria
Themeda spp.
Themeda triandra

Ventilago spp.
Vernonia spp.
Vitis spp.
Xeromphis uliginosa
Zea mays
Zingiber spp.

Ss
4

YoY oF

Crow, House
Crow, Jungle
Crow-pheasant
Cuckoo, Indian
Cuckoo, Indian Plaintive
Cuckoo, Pied Crested
Cuckoo, Rufousbellied Plaintive
Cuckoo, Sirkeer
Cuckoo-shrike, Blackheaded
Cuckov-shrike, Large
Curlew, Stone
Darter
Dave, Emerald
Dove, Indian Ring
Dove, Little Brown
Dove, Spotted
Drongo, Ashy
Drongo, Black
Drongo, Bronzed
Drongo, Greater Racket-tailed
-Dronge, Whitebellied
Duck, Spotbill
Eagle, Black
Eagle, Crested Serpent
Eagle, Creyheaded Fishing
Eagle, Tawny
Egret, Cattle
Egret, Large
Egret, Little
Egret, Smaller
Falcon, Lagger
Falcon, Peregrine
Finch-lark, Ashycrowned
Flowerpecker, Tickell's
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Flycatcher, Blacknaped
Flycatcher, Brown
Flycatcher, Nilgiri
Flycatcher, Paradise
Flycatcher, Redbreasted
Flycatcher, Rufoustailed
Flycatcher, Tickell's Blue
Flycatcher, Whitebrowed Fantail
Fiycatcher-shrike, Pied
Garganey
Grebe, Little
Gull, Brownheaded
Harrier, Marsh
Harrier, Montagu's
Harrier, Pale
Hawk-cuckoo, Common
Hawk-eagle, Booted
Hawk-eagle, Crested
Hawk-owl, Brown
Heron, Grey
Heron, Little Green
Heron, Night
Heron, Pond
Heron, Purple
Hobby
Haopoe
Hornbill, Common Grey
Hornbill, Malabar Grey
Hornbill, Malabar Pied
Ibis, Black
Ibis, White
lora, Common
Jacana, Bronzewinged Pastor, Rosy
jacana, Pheasant-tailed Peafowl Commen

Junglefowl, Grey
Kestrel
Kingfisher, Common
Kingfisher, Lesser Pied
Kingfisher, Storkbilled
Kingfisher, Whitebreasted
Kite, Blackwinged
Kite, Brahminy
Kite, Pariah
Koel
Lapwing, Red-wattled
Lapwing, Yellow-waittled
Lark, Bush
Lark, Malabar Crested
Lark, Redwinged Bush
Lorikeet, Indian

Magpie-Robin
Malkoha, Small Greenbilled
Martin, Dusky Crag
Merlin
Minivet, Scarlet
Minivet, Small
Moorhen
Moorhen, Purple
Munia, Blackheaded
Munia, Red or Avadavat
Munia, Spotted
Myna, Brahminy
Myna, Common
Myna, Greyheaded
Myna, Hill
Myna, Whiteheaded
Nightjar, Common Indian
Nuthatch, Chestnutbellied
Nuthatch, Velvetfronted
Oriole, Blackheaded
Oriole, Golden
Osprey
Owl, Barn
Owl, Brown Fish
Owl, Mottled Wood
Owl, Scops
Owlet, Jungle
Parakeet, Alexandrine g f
Parakeet, Blossomheaded
Parakeet, Bluewinged
Parakeet, Roseringed
Partridge, Grey

Pelican, Rosy
Pigeon, Blue Rock
Pigeon, Green Imperial
Pintail
Pipit, Indian Free
Pipit, Paddyfield
Pitta, Indian
Plover, Great Stone
Plover, Little Ringed
Pratincole, Small Indian
Quail, Jungle Bush
Quail, Painted Bush
Redstart, Black
Robin, Indian
Roller, Indian
Sandpiper, Common
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Stops

yeov
1.

it

t

JVNGLE OWCET
a,

e e



Flycatcher, Blacknaped
Flycatcher, Brown
Flycatcher, Nilgiri
Flycatcher, Paradise
Flycatcher, Redbreasted
Flycatcher, Rufoustailed
Flycatcher, Tickell's Blue
Flycatcher, Whitebrowed Fantail
Flycatcher-shrike, Pied
Garganey
Grebe, Little
Gull, Brownheaded
Harrier, Marsh
Harrier, Montagu's
Harrier, Pale
Hawk-cuckoo, Common
Hawk-eagle, Booted
Hawk-eagle, Crested
Hawk-owl, Brown
Heron, Grey
Heron, Little Green
Heron, Night
Heron, Pond
Heron, Purple
Hobby
Haopoe
Hombill, Common Grey
Hornbill, Malabar Grey
Hornbill, Malabar Pied
Ibis, Black
Ibis, White
Iora, Common
Jacana, Bronzewinged
Jacana; Preasant-taited- - ~~

Junglefowl, Grey
Kestrel
Kingfisher, Common
Kingfisher, Lesser Pied
Kingfisher, Storkbilled
Kingfisher, Whitebreasted
Kite, Blackwinged
Kite, Brahminy
Kite, Pariah
Koel
Lapwing, Red-wattled
Lapwing, Yellow-wattled
Lark, Bush
Lark, Malabar Crested
Lark, Redwinged Bush
Lorikeet, Indian

Rajiv Gandhi National Park

Magpie-Robin
Malkoha, Small Greenbilled
Martin, Dusky Crag
Merlin
Minivet, Scarlet
Minivet, Small
Moorhen
Moorhen, Purple
Munia, Blackheaded
Munia, Red or Avadavat
Munia, Spotted
Myna, Brahminy
Myna, Common
Myna, Greyheaded
Myna, Hill
Myna, Whitcheaded
Nightjar, Common Indian
Nuthatch, Chestnutbellied
Nuthatch, Velvetfronted
Oriole, Blackheaded
Oriole, Golden
Osprey
Ow, Barn
Owl, Brown Fish
Owl, Mottled Wood
Owl, Scops
Owlet, Jungle
Parakeet, Alexandrine =
Parakeet, Blossomheaded ¥
Parakeet, Bluewinged
Parakeet, Koseringed
Partridge, Grey
Pastor, Rosy
Peafowl-Cemmen
Pelican, Rosy
Pigeon, Blue Rock
Pigeon, Green Imperial
Pintail
Pipit, Indian Tree
Pipit, Paddyfield
Pitta, Indian
Plover, Great Stone
Plover, Little Ringed
Pratincole, Small Indian
Quail, Jungle Bush
Quail, Painted Bush
Redstart, Black
Robin, Indian
Roller, Indian
Sandpiper, Common
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CCT 29 Bridge to cutWyned-Mysore distance by 50 lon
Kamatake and Kerala will jointly construct a bridge across river after clearance from

the Centre,MEE PWDMinister Dharam Singh and his Kerala coumterpartME. Mimeer said on Sunday.

ajoint press conference here, Singh and Mumeer said the proposed bridge at Byramakuppe would connect

Wrynad district of Kerala andMysore district and open up a new inter-state route whichwill reduce the distance
by 50 **The all-weather bridge estirnsted to cost Rs 5. $0 crore will be taken: up under the nter-State Road

Development Fund," they added.

Mumeer, who is on a day's visit to the state, had wide ranging discussions with Singh.
Singh said the idea was originallymooted by the then Cief Minister Ml VeerappaMoily in 1994. The then
Fersla Chief Minister Karurekaran had also shown interest in this project which was estirnated to cost Es
1.85 rare to be shaed equally by both governments. 'However, the project did notmaterialise even though
the foundation stone was jala, he added.

According to Singh, the bridge fa1 ls under Rajiv Gandhi National Parkwhich has been declared as a garne
sanctuary. It needs the of the Union EnvironmentMinistry," he added
Both S gh and Mumeer also agreed to approach the Centre to seek funds for upgradation andmaintenance of 15
inter-state roads commecting the two states.



TOl/ SEPT 23 Nagaehole ton should he underProject Tiger ambitMBMAR AT.

NAGARHOLE: Earnataka has asked the Centre to extend the Project Tiger plan ta Nagarhole National Park
which was hitherto restricted to Bandipur National Park only, and bring both parks under a single authority.
Disc osing this alter visiting the park on Saturday, forest department officials said this will help the Earnataka
goverment to mobilise additional funds for developing habitat in the parks, special y inNagarhole which hasn't
been part of anywildlife project.

Officials feel Nagarhole is a fit case for the Union Environment and ForestMinistry to extend its Project Tiger
plan

© Gur parks are well maintained compared to other states.*

AM. Annsiah, Nagarhole's Deputy Conservator of Forests has been advocating this for a long time.
increasing tiger population in the park is one of the reasons for the state government to seek
extension of the Glan. he asserted.

'Compared to last year's census, the tiger population in the park has increased from 52
gre necded to consolidate park hebitat, and ite Inclusion in the T ger Project planwill boost comervation
including rnaintaining of balance between predator and prey population," Annaish added

Furthermeasures

Besides 5° tigers, there are 28 leopards, 1,500 elephants, 1,000 bisons, 7,000 deer and over 250 species ofbirds
which have made the park their home.

TDusclosing the measures initiated by the forest department, the DCF said 25 anti-poaching Cains have been
formed and nine watch towers to prevent poaching and tackle forest fires. "We have aiso employed aver 250
tire watchers Lo nip the devastation in the bud itself." He clamed forest fires in the park area have come down
in the gst three years.

Efforts ae beingmade to rehabilitate ihals who are staying in the park and willing to come out of it under the
éco-developrnent project being iroplernented with the World Banks help.

Conservator of Forests LIN. Jayalomnar said the has written ta the government to create a buffer
zone around Fils to protect and preserve habitat.Mushrooming of buildings, resorts, hospitals and
ashrams aound nilis are threatening the very existence of flora and fauna of the picturesque hills."



From: Madhusudan A
To: Matural Histery of South Asia - General discussion and research «nathistary-
india@lists.Princeton EDU:
Subject: Re: Bridge in R GNational Park QJagarhole}?
Date: Sunday, Novernber 04, 2001 1:19 AM
Dear all,
Echoeing Basu's apprehensions, there would undoubtedly be greater disturbance if andwhen the bridge
comes up. Right now this road connectingMananthawadi inWayanad district ofKerala andMysore is in
a bad shape especially the forest stretch ofnearly 40 kms till the border town ofBavali ad hencemost of
the traffic is concentrated on the Gundlupet- Sulthan Bathery road which outs through part of the Randipur
tiger reserve. So, looking at it from this perspective itwould certainly ease the traffic on this forest stretch
of around 25 kms. But the greater evil would be the opening up the area to the town ofPulpalli and
surroundings on the side which is ahaven for poachers and smugglers. The greatest threat ito
Nagarahole's wildlife is end willbe frornthe residents of this area. Right now they sneak into the park
crossing the river Kabini by boats at different points and the bridge will only add to the problem. The
poachers ofPulpalli will certainly be a happy lot.

From: Pradiptamohan Basu <pmibasu@yahoo.com>
To: Natural History of South Asia - General discussion and research <nathistory-
india@@listsPrinceton EDU>
Subject: Bridge inR GNational Park (Magarhole)?
Date: Toesday, October 30, 2001 11:28 AM

Dear NetHistmembers,
Read in today's [29/10/01] Times of India (Bangalore) about the plan of consiructing a road bridge
connecting South Rarnstake with theWyned area ofKerala. The bridge will be located - as the newspaper
states - within the territory of the Rajiv Gandhi National park GNagarhole forest). 1was wondering, what
could be the impact of this proposed construction, if okayed by the rainisiry of environment, on the flora
and fauna of that besutifil region!?
Regards -

P Basu
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Second tusker falls prey to
poaching in Nagarhole

By Joseph Hoover
DH News Service

BANGALORE, Sept 6
Even as we prepare to celebrate
Ganesha Chaturthi on Tuesday,
there are tidings from the
Nagarhole National Park that
another elephant has been
poached, the second tusker to fall
prey to the ugly machinations of
man and the callousness of the
Karnataka Forest Department in
the last fortnight.

While the elephant God is ven-
erated by millions in the sub-con-
tinent, the elephant, in its earthly
manifestation, is being merciless-
ly hunted down in Nagarhole,
arguably the best habitat for the
Asiatic elephant. The latest victim
was a robust 26-year-old tusker at
Sannabattadakolii, nestled
between Bavali in the D B Kuppe
Range.

Though the tusker is said to
have been gunned down onAugust
30, its mutilated carcass was dis-
covered by cattle grazers on
September 3. The news was com-
municated to the Assistant

Conservator of Forests Mr
Thimmegowda, who in turn alert-
ed DCF Anniah (Hunsur) and
Conservator of Forests (Coorg
Division) Anur Reddy.

. According to a reliable Forest
Department source, the bullet,
fired from. a muzzle loader, had
entered the brain from the base of
the neck killing it instantly. "The
trunk was severed and cast aside.
The tusks had been sawn off. It
made a gruesome sight," said the
Source,

"Thave been informed about
the incident. Investigations are
underway," said S K Chakravarthy,
PCCF (wildlife).

That this ghastly crime has
occurred close on the heels of a
tusker being poached in the
Kallahalla Range (August 24) has
enraged wildlife activists.

"It is baffling that the
Department has done precious lit-
tle to arrest the growing trend of
poaching. Only recently, 40 poach-
ers were arrested in Nagarhole for
snaring a tiger and other species
in steel jaw traps. Followingwhich
an elephant was killed in the

Kallahalla Range. Now another
tusker has fallen prey to the bullet.
Obviously, the protection mecha-
nism has collapsed. Strangely, the
government has done nothing
about it," said Chinnappa, presi-
dent, Wildlife First.

On its part, the Forest
Department has sought to put pro-
tection in perspective. But it is
handicapped for lack of person-
nel. "One of the major reasons for
such events is that 50 per cent of
the posts for guards lie vacant in
Nagarhole. We have succeeded in
getting the ban on recruitment lift-
ed. We are in the process of
absorbing guards. But the problem
will persist as these men would
have to be trained for a year anda
half.

"Keeping this in mind we are in
the process of requesting the gov-
ernment to move staff from other
regions to sensitive spots such as
Nagarhole, at least until the new
recruits complete their educa-
tion," said S K Chakravarthy.

Until that happens, the toll,
already 18 since 2001, is bound to
grow.

Deal on biodiversity struck
JOHANNESBURG, SEPTEMBER 1

Nevotiators at the Earth Summit
struck a deal here today on the
issue of protecting the planet's

> depleting animal and plant diver-
Sify, even as talks on increasing the
percentage of global renewable
energy use remained logjammed,
delegation sources said.
Working groups agreed on (he

text ina draft plan ofimplemen-
tation on "achieving a signifi-cant reduction in the current rateof biodiversity loss by 2010",officials said.
But Friends of the Larth

spokesman Daniel Mittler
described the compromise as a
"weak text" with the UN Con- such as building tanks on rooRopsvention on Biodiversity a muy
Stronger instrument which ha not
been ratified by the USA.
Mr Mittler said envj onme

talists were concert

Sum t while "mas-

dro its energy targets"
otiations on renew-

ergy.
Gennan Environment Minister

Juergen Trittin said today that the

Nevotiations rentained logjamimedon the issue of renewable energy,A scheme aimed at bringin
rainwater harvesting to renee
villages stricken by monthsMith-
out rain and strupgting toXurvise
after their com cntionab sup
plies haye all but ed Up Was
unveiled at the init
"The whole of used to

have tradition, systems of har-
vesting rainy"ter, but the methods
fell into disuse, suid Geofticy
Smith Oz Green, an Australian
envir Amental proup that spe

in
Ve want to empower villagers0 draw on traditional methods

and piping to collect and store
rainwater and find new under-
ground catchment areas." said
Swami Jasrajpuri of the Intema-
tional Sri Deep Madhavananda
Ashram Fellowship, a Vienna-
based yogic Organisation that is
heading the initiative.
"Rajasthan accounts for 10 percent of India's land area, but gets

only one per cent of the nation's
water resources", Swami Jasra-
jpuri explained. ppa, arp

3

USA now support
that the

the text in
the Earth
sively puttinBrazil under pres-sure to
in the
able



Nagarahole has \
the highest density
of Asian Elephants
Fragmentation of
this habitat poses
serious threat to
the species, says

VANRAJ

part of the Biosphere
Reserve The Park 1s located in
two districts of Karnataka
Kodagu aland known for its sce
nic beauty and Mysore known
for its palaces The National Park
which sprawls over 643 sq kms 1s
a paradise for bird and animal
lovers It derives its name from a
small river Nagarahole which
means serpentine river in
Kannada The Brahmagir moun
tams an integral part of the
Western Ghats forma permanent
backdrop to Nagarahole in the
South The Wynad (meaning
marshy land) Wildlife Sanctuary
of Kerala also shares its bound
arv in the southern parts of
Nagarahole The river Kabini
forms a natural boundary for the
Park m the east beyond which 1s
the Bandipur National Park The
backdiop of the distant misty
blue Brahmagiri Mountains the
natural sounds of the jungle the
gurgling of the streams and
rivers the twittering of buds
make a visit to Nagarahole mem
orable To appreciate nature one

¥

a

8

has to see the grandeur and the
magnificent ferocity of its jungle
life

Derelict tanks temples and
other ruins. indicate that
Nagarahole must have once seen a
number of thriving human settle
ments A part of these great forests
(Kakanakote) was once the exclu

sive huntimmg reserves of the
Maharajas of Mysore A fascmat
ing spectacle was the drive of wild
elephants along the river Kabini
This led to Khedda the method of
capturing wid elephants
Kheddas were held during the
early 20th century to capture ele
phants
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The Asian Elephant (Elep a8
maximus) held as the embod1
ment of wild wisdom in India js
gradually disappearing It 1s
estimated that about 300 sq kms
of forest area 1s needed to cus
tain each of these mega feedcrs
The ever growing human popu
lation has encroached so much
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on the forests that the fragmen
tation of the habitat poses a ser1
ous threat to the species This
majestic animal portrayed so
much in the history and folklore
of India held sacrosanct in the
two major religions of the conti
nent (Hinduism
and Buddhism) 1s getting

family in Nagarahole

extinct
With about 1500 pachyderms

Nagarahole has the highest dens}
ty of the Asian Elephant The
complex of Nagarahole
Bandipur Wynad and
Mudumalai covering over 2000
sqkms constituting the Nulgir
Biosphere Reserve 1s probably
the last hope for the wild ele
phants The banks of the river
Kabini during summer could be
the best place for sighting study
mg and photographing wuld ele-
phants Elephants congregate

Tree debarked by elephants (above) Elephant
Photos by Arav nd NA

here in
groups The
Park has a
manmade
boundary
which the
pachydermshardly
respect
Efforts are
made to con
tain the ele
phants with
in the Park

8 Driving of
wild elephant
herds and the
tuskers back
into the Park
that too at
times in the
pitch of dark

"ness 1s an
388 unenviable
mss task of the

forest person
nel

Elephants
are also a
growingmen
ace in the
deciduous
forests

Recent studies in the deciduous
forests of Nagarhole National
Park show the types of damages
caused by the elephants in dry
deciduous forests Here the ele
phant breaks the main stem with
its trunk and then peels off the
bark to consume it Another
method of destruction 1s uproot
ing plants and extracting the bark
from the fallen trees This 1s seen
mostly in old teak plantations
They usually visit the forests
herds of 5 to 10 to consume the

bark Along with elephants her
bivores like Gaur Sambar Spotted
deer and wild boar damage forests
to a considerable extent In moist
deciduous forests even though
some signs of feeding are
observed damage is rather limit
ed In such cases as most of the
trees are fully grown they are
unable to impose severe damage
It 1s however very clear that the
reason for this unnatural behav
lour 1s the growing human inter
ference the animal territory

Nagarahole 1s one of the most
important National Parks of
India and Asia It has emerged
as one of the last safe asylums
for the Asian Llephant whose
future has become uncertain
The precious tracts of deciduous
forests of Nagatahole 1s also a
safe place for the Royal Bengal
Tiger which 1s on the verge of
extinction in India and else
where Nagarahole was initially
constituted as a "Game
Sanctuary in 1995
Subsequently the protected area
was extended with the inclusion
of the famed forests of
Kakanakote and the adjoining
forests of Mysore district Now
the protected area extends to
over 643 sq kms and 1s duly given
a stable legal status of a
National Park The realisation
of the colossal destruction of
forests and the animals that
India has witnessed has prompt
ed the action of keeping some of
the protected areas beyond the
pressures of market economy
The wisdom of doing so also
stems from the Indian tradition
of treating the forests rivers and
mountains as abodes of God

Rajiv Gandhi
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REHABILITATION OF TRIBAL PEOPLE/ FRESH PROPOSALS SENT

By K-Jeevan Chinnappa cultivation methods such as cre-

Relocation within Kodagu recommended toGovt.
MADIKERI, JAN. 6. The integrated re-
habilitation of the tribal people liv-
ing inside and on the fringes of the
Nagarahole *. st o. 741

er areas in nudagu District has
been hanging fire for many years.
Nothing much has been done to
bring them into the mainstream
society.

However, a proposal sent to the
Government by the district admin-
istration recently marks an impor-
tant development Same keatea
has been made in this segard,
thanks 1011 vas
ed by the Revenue Department,
Forest Department and other gov-
ernment departments to prepare a

report for proposed action, includ-
ing rehabilitation.

A proposal was sent to the My-
sore Divisional Commissioner re-
cently by the Deputy
Commissioner, G.V.Ramachandra,
to de-reserve an are? of 8 28" AS

acres of land (surve 117 .er >

at Bhadragola (Majjigehalia) in \i-
rajpet taluk. Significantly, many
tribal people in Kodagu have pre-
ferred their relocation within the
district. It is learnt that the proposal has
been routed through the State Government
to the Centre for its approval.

As per the latest census, Kodagu has a
tribal population of 40,300 in 154 colonies.
Virajpet has the highest tribal population of
27,500 from 2,234 families settled in 87 col-
onies. Somwarpet has a population of 7,300
from 1,037 families in 53 colonies and Ma-
dikeri 5,500 from 425 families in 14 colo-
nies. Madikeri has Kudiya, Marata, Kuruba,
and Nayaka uibal communities. In Som-
warpet, there are Yerava, Marata, Nayaka,
Kadu Kuruba, Jenu Kuruba, and Soliga
sects while there are Yerava, Soliga, Marata.
and Jenu Kuruba sects in Virajper taluk

A tribal girl holding a baby in front of her hut in Kodagu.

Of the 3,696 families, 2,398 have housing
facilities. There are 154 health sub-centres
available with an equal number of primary
health centres.

For the 154 tribal colonies in Kodagu,
there are 104 schools. Roads have been laid
in 122 colonies while 32 are yet to get the
facility. As many as 143 colonies have
drinking water supply.
The study reveals that there are seven

unemployed tribal graduates in Madikeri
taluk, eight in Somwarpet taluk, and one in
Virajpet taluk.
The efforts of the district administration

to identify over 700 acres of "paisari (reve-
nue} jand at West Nemmiale in Virajpet ta-

luk for rehabilitation has run into rough
weather. The villagers, some ofwhom have
"encroached" the paisari lands, are unwill-
ing to part with the land as they have built
homes and cultivated them.
They prevented a survey of land recently.

Although Mr. Ramachandra has assured
them that those who have applied for regu-
larisation would not be harmed, people are
skeptical about it.
The report recommended that the tribal

people should have complete hold over the
minor forest produce (MFP).
The small holdings of the tribal people

should be made more productive and they
should be motivated to take up innovative

ation of farm ponds, field bund-
ing, fencing. vermin compost pits,
irrigation borewells, and so on.
With regard to health, the re-

port emphasised that priority
should be given to construct pri-
mary health centres and sub-cen-
tres equippéd with diagnostic

Tribal be appointed
ty I Is GC a tea ene

It yt itmitt? Soule b

relaxed.
Promotr' of herbal gardens,

participation through

planning and mobilisation of
community resources is essential
for providing health care.
The and the pan

f yal Dowes be .nvolved

The report moots the idea of the
supply of foodgrains such as ragi,
wheat, and rice through the public
distribution svstem particularly

¢ te shoos
For education, the report

stresses the need for learning as
well as physical education. Teach-
ers should be selected from

among the educated tribal people or those
based in rural ares. After school hours, the
children should be taught sustainable agri-
cuhural practices and vocational training
with a proper monitor ng mechanism.
With regard to funding the rehabilita-

tion, the report harps on the need for a

study by the Centre, the State Government
and the zilla panchayat. Referring to the
Bhuria Committee recommendations, the
report says the issues of declaring tribal
self-rule and scheduled areas should be
taken up with the Centre.
The Tamil Nadu example is highlighted

to appoint tribal people in the Forest De-
partment on a permanent basis.

facilities referral support.

in this.



Tribals in the Nagarahele National Park have been protesting against implementation ef the World Bank-sponsored Eco-Development Plan, which will push them out oftheir homeland. The ongoing construction ef a forest resort in the park area by the Taj group of hotels has further fuelled the controversy.

HIVA, 27, says he earned
Rs 20,00 last year threugh

cellection and sale ef heney.
Net a luxurieus sum, but
eneugh te keep the heme
hearth burning during lean
rmenths, when heney becemes
scarce and the wibals have ne-
thing else te bank upen fer a
liveliheed.

Shiva,+ married with three
children, is anneyed that his
inceme ceuld be much higher,
had it net been fer "the
vengeful feresters" whe eften
pounce upen him (and ether
tribal men during their nec-
turnal heney-cellecting
missien) and grab the heney-
pet only te spill it on the
greund. There are alse ecca-

siens when ferest efficers have simply carried
away the fruits ef their labeur. There are
times when the men have been relieved ef the
sickles they carry fer severing heneycem's frem
tree branches by feresters, whe harass them ne
end befere returning them.
Hewever, the "vigilant men in uniferm" de

precious little te check peaching efwild bears, deer
and ether animals within the pretected ferest area
fer meat by these (nen-tribals) living en ferest
fringes, says Shiva.
Shiva, like many ethers in the hadi inside the

Nagarahele Park, is eutspeken in his ewn inimi-
table way.

Reticent youths
But net se are youths in anether hamlet, net far

eff frem this, whe are simply hestile te visiters.
Their suspicion ef any eutsider is se deep that it
borders en xenephebia.
A ereup ef three te feur yeuths asked this cerre-

spendent and the phetegrapher accempanying him
any number ef questions, befere ascertaining their
identity. Once the identity was established (with
the preductien ef the visiting-card), they refused
te epen up. "You may be jeurnalists, but we wen't
talk te yeu unless yeu are accempanied by eur
leaders (meaning, NGO functienaries)," was their
refrain. They weuld net even allew their husnents
te be phetegraphed.
Once in a week er se, the ferest department effi-

cials visit the hadis te remind them that they have
te pack up and settle eutside the ferests, says

ad

Members ef a tribal family

the Injustices meted eut te

a
q

Shanti, a weman ef the Jenu
Kuruba tribe, even as many
under-neurished children,
whe are enrelled in a lecal
ashram scheel but whe have
skipped classes, hever areund
her.
Net many ef the yeung faces

are healthy and clean.
Shanti's ewn baby has fester-
cing seres frem head te tee. She
cemplains that the decter has
net visited her hadi fer weeks
- net an uncemmen phenem-
enon. The village wemen refer
in jest te the nurse frem the
nearby primary health centre
whe is never there during an
emergency maternity case,
but later en instructs the pa-
tient net te disclese her ab-

sence te the decter. These scenes enly ge te illus-
trate the scarcity ef feed, nen-availability ef medi-
care and neglect ef educatien in the tribal hadis
in Nagarahele.

But it is net a rare sight te find jeans-clad tribal
yeungsters reaming abeut the jungle - the mest
ebvieus indication ef urban influences - with
seemingly ne censtructive avecatien. The ferest de-
partment cannet previde jebs te all the able-bodied
tribpal'men, definitely net all reund the year.
But there are ready jebs available te mest ef

them at private estates in the vicinity. There are
times when the empleyer himself cemes te their
deer and hauls them te the werk-spet and rewards
them with wages ene-and-a-half times these effered
by the ferest department (which is abeut Rs 30 per
day per male and Rs 2 less fer female). Their
werkspets eutside the ferests are anether peren-
nial seurce ef expesure te streng urban influences.
Viewed in this backgreund, their passienate at-

tachment te their habitat strikes an eutsider as
an anachrenism. But any debate en trileal releca-
tien, undeubtedly, has te take inte te acceunt an
indigeneus peeple's right te live in their ewn
hemeland and cheese their ewn way ef life. Any
developmental er censervatien effert cannet be ef-
fective, unless the peeple whe will be directly af-
'fected by it are actively invelved in the decisien-

Re

'HILE everyene is fer conservation
ef ece-systems reund the werld,
opinion is sharply divided en the

questien ef tribals, whe have inhabited fer-
ests fer ages. While seme argue that tribals
are part ef ece-systems and that any ece-
development preject sheuld aveid displac-
ing them frem their hemes, there are ethers
whe argue that wibals have lest their tripal
characteristics and their centinued pres-
ence in the ferests weuld enly harm the en-
virenment.
These whe take the fermer positien cen-

tend that, while wibals may have net been
cempletely immune te pressures frem the
so-called civilised werld, it is an instinct in
them te pretect the ferests, and that they
pose ne danger whatseever te the enviren-
ment; in fact they have a key rele te play
in the conservation effert. Seme prepenents
ef this pesitien alse peint eut that it is net
the tribals but smugglers and poachers, whe
are frequently hand-in-gleve with ferestief-
ficials, and the se-called ece-development
projects, particularly ece-teurism projets
invelving big cempanies, which pes#a
threat te envirenment.
It is in this centext that ene has ie vigw

the pretests by tribals in Nagarahde

against the ece-development prejects
spensered by the Werld Bank and the
Wildlands Resert preject (new renamed Get-
away Tusker Ledge), which has been hand-
ed ever te the Taj sreup ef hotels by the
Karnataka Gevernment.
The Werla Bank-funded £ 7@ millien Ece-

Develepment Plan (EDP), meant fer imple-
mentati seven natienal parks (pretect-
ed areas) in India, enly added a new dimen-
sien te the raging contreversy ef relecatien.
The Nagarahele Natienal Park, spread over
an area ef 643.38 sq km in beth Kedagu and
Mysere districts, was ene ef the parks
chesen fer the EDP. Several tribal
erganisatiens were instantly incensed by
the plan. They wrete te Jessica Mett, Senier
Natural Reseurce Econemist (Agriculture
and Water Divisien, Seuth Asia), World
Bank, saying the EDP, theugh seunds geed
en paper, will net as such serve the purpeseif implemented in such a way as prepesed
by the forest efficials. "There are 300
villages areund the natienal park. Mest ef
them are inhabited by landless tribals and
the majerity ef the rest are landless dalits
and rural peer. There is ne cencrete plan
to meet the needs ef these landless families.
The neminal land helding cemmunity will

4 Turmoil in tribal homeland
get the benefit ef the EDP and will be
richer and richer, while the huge majority
of the landless tribals and ethers will be de-
prived ef their existential facters like feed,
fuel and fedder," the jeint letter ef different
erganisations peinted eut.
They alse resisted the ferest department's

plan fer rehabilitatien ef the tribal families,
saying that the latter had drawn up their
ewn plan and that the same had been sub-
mitted te the zevernment.
Under the prevailing circumstances, they

said, if the Bank is really cencerned abeut
eco develepment, the tribals and their as-
piratiens and the wildlife, the enly way for
it is te initiate a dialegue with the tribals.
The Werld Bank, en its part, wrete back

te say that the ebjective ef the EDP was to
censerve biediversity in seven globally sig-
nificant pretected areas by increasing the
cellaberatien between local people and gev-
ernment managers. "The preject design is
net a blueprint ef tangible investments;
rather it is a set ef agreed processes and
criteria that weuld be used fer the preject
duration. A majer element ef the preject is
the extensive censultatien and

> Centinued en Page 26

M VIJENDRA RAO considers the pros and cons of relocation of the tribal
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~ Continued trom page 17

participatory decision making in
volving local people with a par
ticular focus on forest dependent
and disadvantaged communities
The project processes and criteria
meorporate Bank ditectives (as
highlighted by the NGOs) such as
protection of customary rights of
mdigenous people informed par
ticipation and mitigation plans
for adverse impacts

Confrontations
The letter also noted that the

project documents acknowledge
that during the past 20 years the
govelnment s interactions with lo
cal people m and around protected
areas have sometimes been
confronational and that the estab
lishment of protected areas has
sometimes had negative impacts
on tribal groups Government offi
clals and others have recognised
the problems with this past ap
proach and therefore proposed the
EDP The transformation to a
more participatory less
confrontational approach even
with the assistance of contractual
partners however 1s likely to be
gradual
The letter also sought to assure

that thoce concerned that under
the proposed Bank/GEF (Global
Environment Fund) project de
sign the forest departments would
not cause or undertake involun
tary resettlement of people in pro
tected areas and would ensure
that any proposals for voluntary
resettlement would be prepared
and implemented in accordance
with the criteria agreed with the
Bank and afte: prior approval by
the Bank
The exchange of these letters

was followed by a meeting be
tween the tepresentatives of the
Bank and the tribals where the
latter alleged lack of transparency
on part of the Bank
It was even complained that the

micro plan (a sort of trial balloon
set afloat by the Bank priot to
plementation of the Eco Develop
ment Plan and which has been
taken up without the consultation
of either the district administra
tion or the zulla panchayat) itself
was being implemented by the for
est department in a haphazard
manner with the focus on non
tribals
The tribal organisations further

argued that they had already pro
posed a Peoples Plan evolved
by the tribals themselves which
could be implemented without ex
ternal funds

Unaware
Says Sreekant Secretary DEED

(an NGO in Hunsur) that the
World Bank representatives plead
ed their ignorance of the People s
Plan The Eco Development Plan

1

~
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funds are generated combinedly
by the World Bank (40 pei cent)
the Central and State Govern
ments (15 per cent each) and the
Global Environmental Fund (30
per cent as grant) If the Peoples
Plan 1s implemented it will not
call for World Bank funding
According to Sreekant what 1s

being attempted thiough the Eco
Development Plan is the usurping
of community property by the
State which also eventuallv
lose 1ts control over 1t to make 11

global property The World Bank
has maintained that it would clear
from the park only if beneficiar
ies of its micro plan say they dont
want it

Population
There are a little more than 56

tribal hadis with 1 850 families (a
population of 9000) the
Nagarahole National Park and are
inhabited by Jenu Kurubas Betta
Kurubas and Yeravas Addition
ally there are about half dozen
non tribal famihes side the
park There are another 90 tribal
villages (24 000 population) living
outside the park withm a radius
of four five km
The majot pressures on the

an

park according to the forest de
partment are in the form of col
lection of firewood timber andmi
nor forest produce besides poach
ing for meat and ivory
The department says part of the

reserve forest areas near the pro
ject area have to be developed for
the purpose as there are no com
mon lands available for develop
ment of fuel fodder and small
tymber plantations to meet local
biomass needs
The NGOs which say it 1s

unacceptable also point out that
the forest department has already
made a mess of its plans like pio
moting horticulture dairying pis
eiculture and so on
At a time when the relocation

of tribals itself had become a rag
ing controversy the Karnataka
Government has added fuel to it
by leasing out its aborted project
of Wildlands Resort to the Tay
Group of hatels for completion and
operation In doing so it has pro
vided a stick to the NGOs and
tribals to beat 1t with If the pres
ence of tribals upsets the eco equi
librium in the park how come the
resort is allowed to come up is the
pertinent question raised by the
NGOs

Environmentalists argue that what is bemg
attempted through the World Bank-sponsored

project im Nagarahole is the usurping of
community property by the State, which will

also eventually lose its control over it, to make
it global property

The decision to lease out the
existing structures to a private op
erator was taken much eailier but
given effect to only in June 1994
It was October last that the
tribals offered stiff 1es.stance to
the consti uction by the Ta} group
of hotels After a protracted battle
the former managed to stall the
work

To the court
Meanwhile the rival parties

have even approached the court
where the matter les now Pend
Ing a legal solution the Ta) group
resumed construction in Decem
ber 1996 only to find that the
tribals were prompt 1n opposing it
once again

+

For the tirst time in any wildlife
sanctuary the tribals observed a
bundh in Nagarahole on Decem
ber 29

The issue gains special signifi
cance in the wake of the recent
apex court ruling cancelling the
forest land lease given to Span Mo
tels Gn Kullu Manali) owned by
former Environment
Kamal Nath
Also relevant to quote heie

would be another Supreme Court
order issued later that ongoing
activities in any forest in any
State should be stopped forth
with No activity should be carried
without the prio: permission of
the Centre unde: Section 2 of the
Forest Conservation Act (several
NGOs speat heading the agitation

The half constructed resort at Murkal (left) tribal children in a hadi

at Nagarahole have cited this rul
ing in their appeal to the Prime
Minister to intervene in the dis
pute)
The holiday 1esort issue has oc

cupied the centie stage of the dis
pute between the government
(read the forest department) on
the one hand and the tribals and
NGOs on the other But the crux
of the problem continues to be the
relocation of ti 1bals
The forest department has sent

its relocation proposal the Union
Government

Relocation plan
As per the proposal of the Forest

Department 843 tribal families hv
ing 1n 27 hamlets in the park lving
m Kodagu district and another
505 families in 24 tribal hamlets in
the Mysore district part of
Nagarahole (Kakanakote) are pra
posed to be shifted to
Beerathammanahali1
Muddanahalli Sollepura and
Veer anahosalli m an area of 3 050
acres of forest land situated on
the forest fiinge The said area
would be transformed into regular
settlements over a five veal per
lod

The objection of the tribals to
this plan stems from the fact that
the 3 050 acres of land 1s degraded
and away from their habitat They
are also disillusioned with the
miserable plight of those tribals
relocated earlier from the
Bandipur National Park and the
Kabini project area
The anxietv of the tribals 1s only

to be understood as it was only
four years ago that seven tribals
in Dadadahalhi hamlet (in Heggada
Devana Kote taluk) died due to
malnutrition The Forest Depart
ment has been maintaining that it
has only invited voluntary reloca
tion and that there will be no co
ercion
The tribals on the other hand

would have none of it and are de
manding the implementation of
the Dilip Singh Bhurla Committee
report that provides for tribal self
rule
The issue brings one back to the

debate whether tribals form a part
of the eco system or not Opinion
is sharply divided on it
The argument that tribals have

always been an integral part of the
torests 1s countered by pro reloca
tion school of thought that they
(or at least many of them) have

MR Manjunath

Arare sight a borewell in a hadi

no longer retained their tribal
characteristics
This counter argument itself 1s

countered by NGOs who ask
Have you relinquished your

claim over your ancestral prop
erty just because you are not like
your father?

Disempowerment
Anil Agarwal Director ofCentre

for Science and Environment has
been quoted as having said that
the major problem of forest based
people 1s not poverty but their
disempowerment by wildlife laws
and programmes and the erosion
of their environmental right to use
their habitats
While the objective of eco devel

opment 1s sound enough what is
being contested 1s the notion that
poverty is the sole reason for de
pendency on forest based re
sources and that its elimination
would result in changed lifestvles
More than the changing lifestvles
and mindsets of the local people
it 1s umportant to give them a
stake in the protection and man
agement of the forests and envi
ronments they live in an idea
which 1s alien to the eco develop-
ment concept
According to an estimate made

under the Joint Forest Manage
ment Programme 200 families in
Nagarahole would be needed for
the management of the entire
park

Cultural reality
According to noted environ

mental activist Pradip Itis an in
stinct them to protect the for
ests They know they cannot live
without the forests For them the
eco system 1s a cultural realty
not a physical reality The so call
ed envi onmentalists wont
understand it for they have never
lived there
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Tribals submitone
ilure'
dent alternative plan

has for Nagarhole
, June 25

Ngress
quiry by a
Supreme
s of the

From K. S. DakshinaMurthy

BANGALORE, June 25
A Work£, Bank-funded eco-

error, development plan for the
cyc- Nagarhole forests costing Rs 56

crore can be undertaken with just
Congress Rs three crore in the kitty, accord-

ing to an alternative proposal sub-
mitted to the Government by trib-
al activists.
Not just the costs, hundreds of

tribal families who have lived in
the forests for centuries need not

beginning be displaced if the alternative plan
is implemented. Though the
World Bank plan too does not in-
sist on displacement of tribal fami-

cary lies, it encourages a voluntary re-

inhabit the forests.
According to the Karnataka

Tribal Joint Action Committee,
the World Bank aims to conserve
bio-diversyty through develop-
ment. In effect, thismeans that the
tribals would be resettled outside
the forests with the promise that
they would be encouraged to culti-
vate and encouraged to take up

e relief dairying, poultry farming, fishing
etc.
Though attractive on paper,

activists say tribals who left the
forests earlier enticed by such

said perience. In the "70s, for instance,
18 tribal hamlets in the forests
were ousted to make way for the
Kabini river project. None of the
ousted received any compensa-
tion. They could neither return to
their homes in the forests nor

could they find a decent means of
livelih outside. Most of them
turned into "'coolies", or beggars
and some even took to stealing for
survival.
The World Bank-sponsored
lan is similar to that of the State
'orest Department excepting for a

few additional facilities to enable
them to settle outside the forests.
But, the previous experiences

make the current plan too a sus-
pect.
The World Bank project for

Nagarhole is part of an all-India
programme covering seven nation-
al parks and sanctuaries. The
World Bank has set aside nearl
Rs 300 crore (67 million dollarsperceived for the programme.
Activists argue that though the

World Bank does not encourage
forced relocation, the eco-
development pian is fraught with
danger as it does not make any
provision for tribals to live within
the forests. For, in the absence of a
plan for their livelihood, the tribals
will be "squeezed out" of the
forests as there are no other viable
options.
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More importantly, the massive
sum allocated for the eco-
development plan has given rise to
vested interests in the forest de-

to the detriment of the tr bals.
In this context, the tribals have

submitted an alternative plan
which costs a mere Rs three crore
to implement. The plan essentially
visualises dividing the Nagarhole
forests into three regions.
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Adivasis' crusade gains momentum
HINDU

By K.Jeevan Chinnappa
MADIKERI, Jan. 24.

The movement launched by the Adivasis
(tribal people) and the NGOs supporting them in
the Nagarahole National Park (Rajiv Gandhi
Nationai Park) in Kodagu and Mysore districts,
to protest against the World Bank-sponsored
eco-development project is in the news again. If
the recent meeting of the Adivasi organisations
from the seven national parks across the coun-
try-where similar projects are to be imple-
mented-to forge a common platform to stop

Homust be said the movement bas gained wv
mentum
The three tribal organisations in Kodagu

Nagarahole Budakattu Janara Hakku Sthapana
Samithi, Karnataka Rajya Moolanivasi Vedike
and the Budakattu Krishikara Sangha have
been in the forefront of the movement for quite
some time. What has lent credence to their
struggle is the coming together of the repre-
sentatives of the seven national parks to Jaunch
a united effort to achieve their goal
The first three-day conclave of the Adivasi

organisations held recently at Hunsur was at-
tended by the representatives of the Adivasis
from Pench and Khana national parks in Mad-
hya Pradesh, Gir in Gujarat and a number of
NGOs. The participants resolved to fight for their
livelihood and heritage rights inside the nation-
al parks, and al the same time preserve the forest
and its wealth, which would be obviously a set-
back to the eco-development project. The con-
clave was organised by Mr. J.L.Subramani of the
Nagarahole Budakattu Janara Hakkusthapana
Samiti.
The Adivasis allege that the Union and the

State governments, through their respective
Forest departments, were out to destroy their
livelihood, heritage and culture. They even
wanted those displaced to be brought back into
the forests as their lives were in a shambles now.
Representation has been made to the World

Bank Chairman, through the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, on this issue. They
have set a deadline to the Union Government to
complete a "proper and judicious" rehabilita-
tion of thousands of Adivasi families, which
have been evicted from their traditional home-
lands~'with false promises."f the governments
fail to meet the deadline, the Adivasis will start a
nationwide "Back forest" campaign, they
said in a memorandum to the World Bank.

An Adivasi carrying firewood in the Nagarhole National Park.

Incidentally, the inspection panel of the
World Bank, which has said that it had found
prima facie evidence that the bank's pulicies per-
taining to the indigenous peoples and their in-
voluntary settlement might cause harm to their
interests. This has come as a shot in the arm to
the Adivasis. The managers of the project in
India have been asked by the World Bank to
interact with the Union and State governments
on taking measures to address the objections
raised by tribal people and report within six
months

The NGO representatives such as Mr. Roy Da-
vid of the CORD in Kodagu. Mr. Srikanth of the
DEED in Hunsur and Mr. Nanjundaiah of the
FEDINA-VIKASA in Heggadadevanakote, have
been spearheading the cause of tribal people.
The recent conclave was attended by the repre-
sentatives from the Ekta Parishat from Madhya
Pradesh, the Saurashtra Paryavaran Samraksh- and illiteracy. The increased dependence on the tl
an Parishat from Gujarat and the SETU from
Gujarat and the Shaswat from Maharashtra, be-
sides Adivasis from the national parks. They are
unequivocal in demanding the State govern-
ments to declare the tribal areas as ''Scheduled
Areas" for ushering in tribal self- rule.

On the other hand, the Indian Institute of
Tribal Education (ITE) at Thithimathi in Koda-
gu and an NGO, Living Inspiration for Tribals
(LIFT) from Rangasamudra, also in Kodagu,
have been advocating the idea of relocating the
tribal people in the Nagarahole park. The IITR
has proposed a three-year plan for the rehabil-
itation of the tribal people outside the park area.
They feel the lives of such people even after 50
years of Independence has not improved.

Mr. M.B.Prabhu of the IITE, who met the
Union Minister for Forests, Mr. Suresh Prabhu,

°

and the State Forest Minister, Mr. D.Manjunath
recently at Nagarahole Park has urged them to
relocation the tribal families. This, he argues,
will not only enable them to avail of the benefits
under various development schemes of the Gov-
ernment including education and medical bene-
fits and help them overcome hunger, poverty

forest by the tribal people for livelihood can re-
sult in the destruction of forests. Whereas, those
opposing the relocation plan contend that it will
amount to driving them away from their home-
land, where they have their temples and burial
grounds.

oe
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plex in Murkal in the Nagarhole National Park. + lieved to have not only disagreed with the
- 1985 and it was decided to use the existing

Andolan,,a non-governmental, organisahon,bas sent a message to the Prime Minister,
. AB Vajpayee, about the fadure to enforce theorder even the fixed time limit of 45 daysWhile urging the Prime Minister to take stepsto enforce the order, the Andolan has said that

wildlife, affect the culture of. the tnbal peopleand set a dangerous precedent.
The Prime Minister bas been urged to file the

Court m'the pending Special Leave Pehtion
(8798/8799/97) and render yustice to the tnbal ! of India the Pnnocpal Chief Conservator of For-

connected with this issue had overlooked these

© Itmay be mentu a.d bere tuat f e Coef Con
for taking possession of the forest" land and

done in 45 days'
In the orders passed uncer Sechon 2 of the For-est (Conservation) Act 1980, the officer is be-

proposal for the diversion of forest area of7360 68 sqm for building a hotel complex mthe Nagarhole Forest area, but also was of theview that the diversion of the land was not in the
interest of the conservation and preservation of
forests in the ecologically fragile area of Nagarhole National Park.

and the responsibility for the same needs to befixed the Chief Conservator of Forest has saidin a communication sent to the Pnnc.pal Secre-tary, Forests, Fnvironment and Ecology of the

to the Inspector General of Forests Government
> est (PCCF) and the Nodal Officer m the Office of

the responsibility for the violahon of the Act and

order. onacguiring forest areakeds
¢ tnat the be

a3 4
Fes aut 0 fC days

HandGR of the Forest (Conservation) Act for counaven-ion and abetment of the provisions of Section 2 *

of the Act
It may be mentioned here that an old saw mill

_ of the State Government in Murkal was closed in

infrastructure for running a forest lodge Ac-
cordingly, a nuraber of new buildings were con-structed by the Karnataka Forest DevelopmentCorporation between 1986 and 1989jer renovations were-denc later A new botel
complex was established in this penod and it hasbeen leased to a private company, M/s. GG and *GR Ltd, in' 1992 for 18 years.

. Although the State Government's proposalwas for diverting 7 360 698 sq metres of theforest area by taking only the plinth area untoconsideration the Chiet Conservator of Foresthas come to the conclusion that the forest areaused for the hotel complex was much more thanwhat has been mentioned The contention of theState Government that only the exshng infras-

Plan not finalised .
- The Chef Conservator of Forest considersthat the proposed toursm zone around Murkal
complex an afterthought to yustuy the sethng

Wexnr ..

amo P tinessed. the turism plan for the pack has

plan for protected area (National Park/Sanctu
ary), themanagement is regulated by classifyingthe area as a core zone. buffer zone and tourismzone and the classification cannot be done ar-
bitranly The core zone having an area of 192
sq. km is notified by the Chief Wildlife Warden,Karnataka, by a notification on May 31 and thetourism activity was confined to two areas ofbaffer cone which are Jocated far away from

complex.

Chief Wildlife Warden, who is a statutory au-
thority' under the Wildlife (Protection) Act1972, 'as a matter of routine' that the hotel
complex will have no adverse impact on thewildlife and its habitat. The mutter has noc been

boundary of core area along the Hunsur Nagarhole Road. Building a hotel on the site will leadto influx ofa large number of townstsand peopleto-promde-ancilary for the hotel com

a

ecc towrnsm a 1P ouler C1 iA as wh re o if
permussible, which wil be subservient to andconsonance with the principle that these areasare primarily meant for conserving the geneticand natural resources. A separate tourism zoneis requured to pe dajneated for a protected area"and accommodation igftouists should prefer-ably be located cutsi¢e the national parks and.sanctuaries.

HUBLL servator of Forest passed the orderson May 2&,

one,

to a private party for building a hotel com-

The location of the new hotel complex atMurkai so close to the core area is inconsistentwith the guidelines issued by the Union Govern-ment for 11 protected areas, says theChief Conservato. of Forest
It is ironical that on the one hand the StateGovernment has 2 plan to relocate the tribal

people living in the Nagarhole National Park-but has no hesilaticn in leasing out the forest.

uohappiness over the opinion given by the

the Karnateha Stat- Pollution Control Boad ws1997 with some condsfons for the project, itisnot clear whether «semeasures taken to complywith the shpulasons have been assessed andalso whether the of the Chuef Conserva-tor of Forest (Wildl was taken before issuing

orders of the Forest Department in the Supreme Government of Karnataka, with copies marked

* tenable and deplorable How the forest officials

The State Governments Stand on the use of;the forest area earmarked for non-forest activ-;ines before the Fo-est Conservahon Act camed
into force 1s unco stent with the provisions

¢ofregulate the Act and the nes

. has

¥
up of a hotel complex

1s said that theUnion Ministry ofEnvironmente management plan for and Forests issued guidelines to
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR PROTECTION
OF NATURAL RESOURCES (NCPNR)
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Coordinanng Office
Samal Parivartana Samudaya (SPS). "Athadcep",

Jayanagar Cross. Saptapur. Dharwad - $80 001, Karnataka. India

No.228/SPS-233/98 16th July, 1998
Shri.S.Swatantra Rao,Principal Secretary, Forest,
Ecology and Environment (FEE)
M.S.Building, Dr.Ambedkar Veedhi,BANGALORE-560 001.

Dear Shri.Swatantra Rao,
Sub: Request for urgent taking over of the forest landswithin Nagarahole National Park (NNP) at Murkalleased to the Taj Resort (M/s.Gateway Hotels andGateway Resorts Ltd.)
Ref: 1) Our telegram to you and GOI dt.13.07.1998,

2) Letter of CCP (Central) to Principal Secretary,Forest, Ecology & Environment (FEE), Governmentof Karnataka dated 28.05.1998 and News Reportin Indian Express (June 98).
3) Our Meeting with Shri.D.Manjunath, the Hon'bleForest Minister of Karnataka on 27.05.1998.
4) Our letters to the Ministry of Environment andForests (MOEF), Government of India and Meetingwith Prof.Soz, Hon'ble Minister for Environmentand Forest on 21.10.1997.
5) Our' meeting with PCCF (Wild Life) and ChiefWild Life Warden in August 1996,

Book "Nagarahole for Whom ? Report of StudyTeam on Nagarahole National Park and Tribals"Published by NCPNR et. al., (April, 1997).
Thank you for an to meet with you today about various environmental issues including the abovetopic, when we met at the meeting of the State LevelCommittee for Eastern Plains Project yesterday at AranyaBhavan. We hope you have already received the followingtelegram sent on 13.07.1998 (Ref-1).

6

" WE URGE YOU TO URGENTLY TAKE OVER THE FOREST LANDNEAR MURKAL WITHIN NAGARAHOLE NATIONAL PARK LEASEDTO TAI RESORT AS DIRECTED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF

2
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR PROTECTION OF NATURAL RESOURCES (NCPN}

INDIA IN THE LETTER OF CCF (CENTRAL) DATED MAY1398(.) IT IS EQUALLY IMPORTANT TO TAKE STRINGENT
ACTION AGAINST OFFICIALS INVOLVED IN LEASING OF
FOREST LANDS WITHOUT PRIOR PERMISSION OF GOVERNMENT
OF INDIA AS PER FOREST CONSERVATION ACT AND OTHER
IRREGULARITIES INVOLVED IN THE CASE(.) LETTER
FOLLOWS.

~ HIREMATH, KANGOVI AND SGALANKI
SAMAJ PARIVARTANA SAMUDAYA (SPS)

We are glad to learn that the Government of India inthe Ministry of environment and Forests (MOEF) has taken afirm stand that the leasing of forest lands to the TajResorts. (M/s.Gateway Hotels and Gateway Resorts) isviolative of the Porest Conservation Act, 1980 (Ammended in
1988) and have asked the State Government of Karnataka (1)to take posession of the forest lands leased to the TajResort within 45 days and also (2) to fix responsibilitiesfor violation of Forest Conservation Act by the concernedofficials and report the same to the Government of India.

As you know, there has been vide spread opposition to
leasing of forest lands to the Taj Resort from many groups
NCPNR and Jan Vikas Andolan have been opposing suchdiversion of forest lands and urging both the State
Government and Central Government (ref. 3, 4, 5 and 6) tocancel the lease agreement with the Taj Resort as it is not
only violative of the Forest Conservation and other Acts butalso detrimental to the Wildlife and the lives of tribal
important Nagarahole National Park. infact, many well known -environmental organisations like the Kerala Sastra SahityaParishad, Bombay Natural History Society, Dasholi Gram
Swarajya Mandal, Chamoli and Samaj Parivartana Samudaya
Puraskar and members of NCPNR have supported the stand ofthe tribals of Nagarahole National Park in National
Workshops held in Ooty, Tamilnadu in August 1996 and Nagpur,Maharashtra in December 1996 and written to the Governmentof Karnataka and Government of India.

from all over India during the last several yearSe We in

people living within this ecologically sensitive and

(SPS) all recipient or the Indira Gandhi Paryavaran

We have also published the Book "Nagarahole for whom ?
Report of a study team on Nagarahole National Park andTribals" (April 1997) and sent the same to the variousauthorities we have met.
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR PROTECTION OF NATURAL RESOURCES (NCPNR)

- 3 -

We, therefore, urge the Government of Karnat ika to takeimmediate action (as it has heen ahont 45 days aiready) thepossession of the forest lands leased to the Taj Resort andcake action against the officials responsible/ supportingthe lease of forest lands so that it will act as a deterentfor such violation of the Provisions of Forests ConservationAct by Forest Officials.
We leok forward to your positive response forpreserving the ecology and environment in the sensitive"Nilgiri Biosphere" (in which Nagarahole National Park islocated) including the interest and culture of the tribalsliving in this park.

With Best Regards,

Yours sincerely,

D.M. Chandrashekar tn or .Vishnu Kamath(Former Chief Justice Board MemberPresidentof Karnataka)
Chairman, SPS.

NCPNR VS

Nagendra Mali,
Project Officer,
SPS.

c.C.

Shri.C.P.Qberoi, Inspector General of Forest (IGF '

Complex, Lodi Road, New Delhi - 110 003.
Bhavan, C.G.0.Government of India, Parvavaran

Shri.J.N. Sexena, CCF (Central), MOEF, Southern Zone,Regicnal Office, Kendriya Sadan, IV Floor, 17th Main,II Block, Koramangala, Bangalore-560 034.
Shri.B.S.Adappa. Principal Chief -Conservative..Forest (PCCF), Aranya Bhavan, 18th Cross, Malleswaram,Bangalore-560 003.
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BANGALORE, April 8.
The Minister for Forest. Mr. D.Manjunath, to-

day denied that there was a major fire in Nagar-
hole National Park. He said the ground fire was
the mischief of some representatives ofnon- gov-
ernment organisations.
He told presspersons here that the Principal

Chief Conservator of Forests, Mr. S.K.Chakrabor-
ti, who rushed to the spot onWednesday, report-
ed that the fire was restricted to the dry grass
prevalent in a small patch of the park forming
part of the Western Ghats. This had neither dis-
turbed the animals in the forests nor was any
valuable tree lost in the fire.
A similar case was reported from the Bhadra

Sanctuary in Shimoga district recently and the
Government had stated that the fire was the
handiwork of some vested interests. Even in the
Bhadra Sanctuary there was no big loss to Gov-
ernment and only the dry grass had been set
ablaze by the miscreants.
The Minister, who would be inspecting the

Nagarhole Park next week, said efforts were on
to identify the NGOs and the persons who at-
tempted to set fire to the national park.

Asked why NGOs would indulge in such acts,
the Minister said it was apparently to ensure
that the tribal people remained "captives" with
them. The NGOs allegedly portrayed the poor
living conditions of the tribal people to their
foreign sponsors, through photographs, video-
graphs and literature and obtained large sum of

funds in the name of improving the living stan-
dards of the tribal people. The funds received
were obviously diverted and did not reach the
beneficiaries. 'The NGO activists who earlier
moved around in bicycles now have aircondi-
tioned cars,"' the Minister said.
The Government, in an effort to improve the

living conditions of the tribal people, had con-
structed 50 houses in the area adjoining the
Nagarhole National Park. Efforts were being
made to construct a health dispensary and a
school for the tribal people. Of the 3,500 tribal
people in some of the forest areas of the State,
particularly the Bhadra and the Nagarhole for-
ests, the living conditions of the majority of
them were stated to be pathetic. As per a Gov-
ernment scheme, the tribal people would be giv-
en two hectares each if they agreed to move out
of the forest zone. The Government was commit-
ted to their improvement irrespective of the hur-
dles put by the NGOs.
On whether the people of Kodagu were in-

volved in the fire at Nagarhole as was being
made out by a certain section, the Minister said
the local people would not indulge in such acts,
They loved forests and believed in their conser-
vation. "The fire is the handiwork of some
NGOs, I do not rule out a collusion between the
NGOs and the Forest Department personnel.
More forest watchers will be posted in the belt
will be increased during summer to keep a
watch on fires," he said.
Referring to the problem at the Bhadra Sanc-

tuary, Mr. Manjunath said while the Centre had

hand suspected in Nagarhole fire
suggested that the Bhadra Sanctuary could be
converted into a national park and had even
ordered a survey, the State Government fa-
voured the Bhadra forest should remain a sanc-
tuary.. If it was converted into a national park
then the tribal people would have to be evicted.
It was only to ensure that the tribal people re-
mained in their settlements that the Govern-
ment had written to the Centre to retain Bhadra
as a sanctuary. The tribal people were spread
over the periphery of the 63,000-hectare Bha-
dra sanctuary.
The Minister said he would be calling on the

Union Minister for Forest, Mr. Suresh Prabhu, in
New Delhi on April 16. The State Government
would seek the Centre's aid for several forest
related projects. It would submit a proposal for
the rehabilitation of forest dwellers apart from
several schemes for the development of forests.
Mr. Suresh Prabhu, who was in the State recent-
ly, visited Nagarhole and Bandipur forests and
was stated to have appreciated the manner in
which the forest wealth was protected.

Mr. Manjunath said the forest encroachment
was yet another serious problem that the Forest
Department faced. It was not only in the coffee-
rich Chikmagalur district but all over the State.
A joint survey had been ordered into the en-
croachment of forests in Chikmagalur district.
The personnel of the survey wing of the Forest
Department, the surveyors of the Department of
Survey Settlement of the State Government and
the personnel of the Survey of India would co
duct the survey.

By Our Special Corres



RAJIV GANDHI NATIONAL PARK1

By S.Bharath Kumar

MYSORE, APRIL 24. Despite a delayed start, the eco-
development project in the Rajiv Gandhi National
Park has made a fairly good progress in the last 18
months. The concept. which was evolved after the
"Earth Summit" held at Rio De Janeiro in Brazil in

natural resources within the national park and
streamlining a programme of conservation with a
holistic approach.
This project is being funded by the World Bank

and the Global Environment Facility (GEF). It has
identified seven sensitive areas in the country. The
project aims at protecting the forest ecosystem, for
which the Rajiv Gandhi National Park was selected
in the State. National parks in Rajasthan, Kerala, be provided in these villages, which would ultimate
Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal, Bihar and Gujarat
have also started similar programmes.
Preserving the bio-diversity of the forest eco-sys-

tem and ensuring alternative livelihood for people
residing in and around the national park, forms the
crux of the project. Disclosing the details of the pro-
gramme to The Hindu, Dr. C.Dyvaiah, Conservator
of Forests (Wildlife), said 50 per cent of the project
cost of Rs.39 crores for a period of five years would
come as a grant by the GEF and the balance on a
soft-loan basis to the Union Government by the
World Bank.
The project made a modest beginning in 1997-98.

So far it was able to attain the main objectives in
evolving micro-level planning in all the 96 villages
around the national park, he said.
The three main components of this project are to opment programmes, and micro-plans for thr

manage a protected area of 643 sq.km of the national lages had been approved

¥

1993, revolves around preventing exploitation of

park (accounting for 20 per cent of the cost), the
eco-development of 96 villages (20 per cent) and
research, education and awareness programmes. So

Eco-development plan""
making good progress

far nearly Rs. 3.72 crores has been spent on the pro-
ject.
This project has helped in creating better forest

roads and elephant-proof trenches. Solar fencing for
a stretch of nearly 25 km encompassing the periph-
ery of the park has been completed. Dr.Dyavaiah
said village-level forest committees had been consti-
tuted for which the socio-economic profile of each
village was being evolved. This exercise had become
necessary as the project planned to minimise inter-
dependency between people and forests.
Basic amenities such as chulas and bio-gas would

ly enable the implementing agency to divest de-
pendence of people on the forest eco-system for
their survival.
Active participation of the villagers in evolving vil-

lage-specificmicro-plans is another important com-.
ponent of the project. Community works will also be
taken up, which in the long run are expected to make
up for the shortfall in reducing the tendency of these
people to use forest produce.

Replying to a query on the 1000-odd tribal people
residing in the park and their role in this project,
Dr.Dyvaiah said efforts were being made to impress
upon them to accept the Union Government's pro-
gramme of rehabilitation outside the park. As many
as 30 villages had been covered by various deyel-

o
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NGOs refute charges" about forest fire
By Our Staf Correspondent

"MYSORE, APRIL 17 The National
Front for Tribal Self Rule and
DEED Convenor Mr Srikanth,
has demanded the State Govern-
ment to hold an inquiry into the
recent fire accident at the Rajiv
Gandhi National Park in Nagar-
hole.
In his letter to the Chief Minis-

ter, Mr. J.H.Patel, copies of which
were released to the Press, he re-
futed the allegation made by the
Minister for Forest, Mr D Manju
nath, that the non-governmental

+ organisations (NGOs) were be
hind the fire accident at the na-

: tional park. He has pointed out
that the two categories of NGOs
working, as mentioned by the
Minister, were the ones working

for procuring funds from the
World Bank and those involved
with the welfare and development
of tribal people by creating an

*

awakening among them.
Mr. Srikanth has expressed

concern over the Minister's alle-
gation on the second category of
NGOs, who, he said, were genu-
inely working for the betterment

of the tribal people. It was unfor-
tunate that the Minister had
made such false statements
When the NGOs were striving
hard for the cause of the tribal
people and in preventing private
hotel managements to procure
forest lands, attempts were being
made to sully their image.
The Minister's allegation

showed that he was unaware of
the plight of the tribal people. He
was going by the versions of the
Forest Department officials. A
high level inquiry should be or
dered to find out the truth This
would bring to light the misdeeds
of some officers in the park area,
Mr. Srikanth said.
Mr. J.P.Raju, Convenor of the

Budakattu Krishikara Sangha, in a
letter to the Chief Minister, has
threatened to launch an agitation
if an inquiry was not initiated into
the allegations levelled against
the NGOs by the Minister. It
would have been appropriate if
the Minister had ordered a probe
into the fire accident at the na-
tional park instead of casting as-
persions on NGOs which were
working for the welfare of the trib-
al people, he added.

at the behest of the Government

t

t

+

+
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To move out or to stay is their dilemma
MADIKERI, March 30.

They are the people with freak looks, close to
Mongolian. They have high cheek bones, short
and flat noses, small and deepest eyes, curly and
knotted hairs, thick lips and are medium sized
with dark complexion. To these striking charac-

National Park who have made the jungle their
home since ages.
The tribal people or adivasis, popularly re-

ferred to as ''budakattu janaru" have remained
an exploited lot for centuries. The adivasi tradi-
tions and culture have been recognised as
touchstone of value systems of world civilisa-
tion. At Nagarahole they live in thatched huts,
exposed to attacks from wild animals. Their cup
of woe is full in monsoon. Now, adivasis have
become an integral part of the eco-system.
Caught in the vortex of restrictions by the

Forest Department on one side which does not
allow them to hunt game and collect fuel wood,
and the indecision on their part whether to
move out of the forests or not on the other, the
tribal people are now a harried lot. Abject pover-
ty, illiteracy, blind beliefs and superstitions, dis-
eases have plagued them for long. The
Government is aware of the difficulties in relo
cating them.
The Nagarahole National Park (now rechris-

tened as Rajiv Gandhi Park) in Karnataka is
spread over 643.39 sq. km. in Kodagu and My-
sore districts. An acclaimed bio-reserve for hard-
wood, the park is the home for a variety of beasts
including tigers and elephants. Langur, hyena,
gaur, fox, spotted deer, civet, wild boars and
fowls are abundantly seen here. According to
available documents, the Jenu Kurubas, Betta
Kurubas, Yeravas and Paniyeravas of Nagara-

6,888 adivasis living inside the park.
Unfortunately, the existence of the tribal peo-

ple who have nurtured an unbreakable bond
with the nature is at stake. They feel that efforts
are on to push them out of their "homeland" by
the Government in the garb of initiating eco-
development of the park area, A few non-gov-
ernmental organisations have taken up cudgels
against the authorities giving a new hope to the
tribal people who are living in constant fear of
displacement.

Goaded by the NGOs, the tribal youth orga-
nised themselves into different bodies. The Nag-
arahole Budakattu Janara Hakkusthapana
Samiti, Budakattu Krishikara Sangha, Karnata-
ka Rajya Moolanivasi Janara Vedike and FEDI-
NA-VIKASA were born. The adivasis see the
efforts by the World Bank sponsored Eco_ Devel-

opment Project as a definite move to oust them
from their traditional homeland and a direct
assault on their culture.
"We have our temples here. Our burial

grounds and sephulcres of ancestors are here.
.We cannot leave behind our medicinal plants'',
says Mr. J.L.Subramani, Convenor of the Nag-
arahole Budakattu. Janara Hakkusthapana
Samiti. If any development of the adivasis is to
take place it should happen at the place where
they live and not by shunting them out of for-
ests, he argues. But, understandably, providing
a school, health centre, ration depot and other
amenities, in a bid to bring them to the main-
stream is not possible inside the forests, partic-
ularly after the forest and environment
conservation assumed global significance.
Ironically, the previous experiments of relo-

cating the tribal people in different places to ease

the pressure on the park zone has ended in fail-
ure. It is said that between 1975 and 1984, 34
adivasi hadis (colonies) were dislocated by the
Forest Department from the Nagarahole forests.
Nearly 2,000 adivasi families that were culti-
vating over 5,000 acres of forest land had to
leave. But, in the process, lands were allegedly
grabbed by others.
The alleged take over of lands cultivated for

centuries by the adivasis by the Forest Depart-
ment in the Eighties in several colonies in Koda-
gu such as Nanachi, Gonigadde, Madenooru
and Ganagooru are cited as brutal assaults on
the tribal people. They fear any move to oust
them would endanger their cultural identity.
They feel that they have been alienated by the
department. Quick to react to these develop-
ments are the members of the present gener-
ation, unlike the older generation which is
unruffled by the goings-on.
The friction now appears to be more between

the NGOs supporting and opposing the reloca-
tion plan than the Government or the World
Bank agency. The Rangasamudra-based Living
Inspiration for Tribals (LIFT) and the Thithi-
mathi-based Indian Institute of Tribal Educa-
tion, both in Kodagu, have been supporting the
relocation plan. The are out to rehabilitate a few
tribal families on an experimental basis.

On the other hand, the Kushalnagar-based
Coorg Organisation for Development (CORD) in
Kodagu, Hunsur-based DEED and Heggdadeva-
nakote-based FEDINA-VIKASA in Mysore dis-
trict have been championing the cause of the
tribal people to stay put. ;

*

Ultimately, it is up to the Government -
which is reportedly ready with a draft relocation
plan and funds - to tread carefully, but only
with the consent of the adivasis.

hole are said to be living there since the Seventhnw By Our Staff Reporter \
entury. According to 1988 census, there are

teristics belong the tribal people of Nagarahole
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AS the protection work m the
world famous Nagarahole Na-
tional Park detenorated of late

making the park vulnerable to poachers
and smugglers?

The recent smuggling incident at garahole-Bandipur' Tiger
' Kallahalla range, where teakworth over
Rs 25 lakh-was smuggled righ
der the noseofforestdepartment officials

isacaseinpoint.A recenttvisit to the park
bymembersof the ProjectTiger Steering toimplement ProjectTigerprogrammes. GEF funded Eco-Development Project

4 fos

forth be called the 'Na-

from un-

shocking, to say the least The team found
that protection (vigilance) work at Na-

garaholewas bemg carned out by only 25

per cent of the re-

quired staff strength

Nagarahole National Park was re-

cently brought under India's ambitious

plan to conserve tigers in

_ DATELINE
various illegal activities

thewild- 'Project Tiger'

visited the park to asses like illicit felling, bam-

The park would hence-

the situation in Nagarahole and gather boo-cutting and poaching.The team has

sufficient data for future course of action furtherpointed out that theWorld Bank-

the best parks in the

Reserve. The PTSC team

¢

This has made one of

atNagarahole two-and-a-half

years ago- had done more damage to
the park than umproving its habitat The
EDP had drawn forest staffmvolved in

protection work for programme-imple-
mentation.

Earher, theNagaraholeNationalPark
had a staffshortageofupto 5@ per cent in
certain ranges, as is the case in any other

park. Two-and-a-half years ago,. the
World Bank pumped in Rs 35 Crore to
conserve the bio-diversity in the region
through eco-development programmes.
The forest department had furnished the

The work is being carried out by only 25 per cent of the required staff strength, making it vulnerable tovarious illegal activities: :

Staff shortage h ts protection work at Nagarahole National Park
necessary manpower to mplement the

programme and the staff were drawn
from theNagarahole Park to assistmple-
mentationofthe proyect.Sources said that
the department had overlooked the Cen-
tre's direction which holds that the maim

objective of the department should be

protection and that "no protection staff
should be used for eco-development pro-
jects." This resultedm damage to the park
and the protection work was neglected
-since the last two-and-a-halfyears.Direc-
torofPTSCValmikThapar,whowas part
of the visiting team, told this newspaper

thatsuch a lapsewasvisible "We are sub-
/ mitting a report to theCentre," he said

"Protections the keywordfor eco-de-

velopment. Eco-development IS not car-

rying out romantic activity in rural areas
and it 1s sad to see the forest department
officials acting as 'villagecoddlers' than at-

tending to field problemsconcerningpro-. »

tection," Thapar said
"There 1s nopot in sinking croresof.a

rupees in the name of eca-development.
We need the forest departmentpersonnel
to work in the field rather than take up
and eco-development programmes.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE '

FEB 27 \ ver
Commuttee' (PTSC) strengthens these The the Committee were

world vulnerable for
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Plunder
By K.Jeevan Chinnappa

NAGARAHOLE NATIONAL PARK (KODAGU), FEB
25 Close on the heels of the good news
that the Nagarahole National Park 1s be
ing declared a Pioject Tiger Reserve by
the Union Ministry of Forests and Envi
ronment, the news of plunder of precious
trees from a cluster in one of its
has come as a shock
As many as 12 pristine teak trees ind

another jungle wood hive been
smuggled out from the section
of the Kallalia range of the Nagarahole
National Park by smugglers The tragedy
1s The place of devastation 1s hardly 700
feet from the patrolling road Com
pounding the inglonous act 1s the hiding
of sawn tmber inaold 'Ane Kappa (ele
phant pit) hardly 50 meters away from
the patrolling road And, it 1s said that this
could have not been done without the
connivance of the Forest Department
personnel This correspondent visited
the spot on Thursday and found a huge
quantity of sawn timber lett behind as
waste Large quantities of cheap hquor
bottles and meat masala packets corrob
orate the theory that smugglers had
pitched a camp there almost for months
A huge saw pit dug up by the plunderers
speaks volumes of the slackness of the
Forest Department A vast forest area has
been cleaned up of trees This could very
well be the tip of a iceberg
Mr KM Chinnappa and Mr Thammu

Poovaiah both members ot the Coorg
Wudlife Society were at hand to measure
the stems of the smuggled trees An esti
mated quantity of 35 cubic metres
"(around 1,240 cft ) have been taken away
by the smugglers Gomg by the market
value of Rs 1,400 per cft for first quality
teak, the value could well be around Rs

OACHING / TREES SMUGGLED OUT OF NAGARAHOLE TIGER RESERVE

18 lakhs The sawn timber seized from
the elephant pit could itself be valued be
tween Rs three lakhs to four The waste
should take the total value to around Rs
25 lakhs
Mr Thammu Poovaiah pointed out

that girth of as many as seven trees mea
sured over two metres indicating they
were mature trees The value of the ttm
ber, however, pales into insignificance
when the issue of safeguarding precious
forest wealth of the nation 1s concerned
The transgression by smugglers could

not have gone without the notice of the
Kallalla range forest personnel says Mr
Chinnappa But for the alertness of Mr
K M Chinnappa, who 1s a retired Range
Forest Officer (RFO) of the Nagarahole
Park, the pillage would not

have
come

je

MST
;

by smugglers to saw off teak timber at the Kallalla range of the Nagarahole National Park,

es as a shock
© 3

now a tiger reserve, in Kodagu.
light on February 23, leading to a startling
discovery of the tree plunder, said to be
first of 1ts kind in the park's history

The Kallala RFO Mr SRE Bukhan
told THE HINDU that following recovery
of a piece of sawn timber on the patroll-
ing road on December 23 last, a search
was carried out, and 27 sawn pieces that
had been dumped in the elephant pit
were recovered A visit ta Murkal close by
revealed the sawn pieces deposited in a
ramshackle room That the REO and his
men were unable to trace the specific lo
cation of pillage is surprising The bor
dering Nittur Mallur village is just four
km away from the spot It is presumed
that all the ttmbe1 was carried on head
loads The location was identified only
after the Forest Mobile Squad combed

i

the area on February 23 The squad was
alerted by the Deputy Commissioner,
who had received a complaint from the
Budakattu Krishikara Sangha (BKS), a
tribal organisation in the park The BKS
altered theWildlife Assistant Conservator
of Forests here on December 29 An en
quiry was conducted by him in January
but to no avail Owing to this, the BKS
brought the matter to the notice of the
Deputy Commissioner on January 14
What the Forest Department personnel
could not see, the Jenu Kurubas (tnbal
people) could

The Assistant Conservator of Forests of
the Squad Mr RNNaik told THE
HINDU that the Mobile Squad conduct
ed an intensive search and unravelled the
area of devastation Mr Naik said an FIR

was filed at the court here on February
24 Investigation would be taken up by
the squad and the culpnts booked Ac
cording to the value estimated by the
squad, 1t could be just around Rs three
lakhs Trees estimated up to 12 cubic
metres only were stolen

The Kallatla RFO opines that felling

ing the monsoon but this has been turn
ed down by Mr Chinnappa, who has the
munutest details available of the flora and
fauna in the park The felhng has defi-
nitely taken place in December, he says
If the trees were to be cut down in mon
soon, the waste tmber should have gath
ered fungus By examining the saw
marks, at least, three groups of people

and smuggling could have occurred dur

could have been engaged for sawing,



REGICf ?

By S.Bharath Kumar

MYSORE, FEB. 16. The UnionMinis-
try of Environment and Forests
has decided to declare the Nag-
arahole National Park as a ''Pro-

ject Tiger Reserve", making 1t the
third such reserve in the State
The other two project tiger re-
serves are the Bandipur National
Park and the Bhadra National
Park A communique to this effect
was in receipt of the Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests, Kar-
nataka, today.
Official sources told The Hindu

that the declaration would give
the much required fillip for tiger
conservation in the State. The is-
sue had witnessed a protracted
debate.
The Nagarahole National Park,

after being declared as a game
sanctuary encompassing nearly
646 sq-km of area, gradually blos-
somed into one of the country's
finest national parks.
The undulating terrain with

several perennial and seasonal
streams and tanks, and the rich

tropical forest eco- system with
lush green swamps and numer-
ous water resources, make this

park a veritable habitat for a va-
riety of wildlife.
The Bandipur Nationai Park

was one among the first nine to
have been declared as a "Project

Tiger Reserve" in the country.
This park, with an area of 880

sq.km, is endowed with a moder-
ate climate and diverse geograph-
ical features and supports a

variety of flora and fauna.

Sources said that with the Nag-
arahole National Park being
brought under the Project Tiger,
the conservation programme of

tigers would assume greater im-

portance, considering the long
contiguous habitat. Also, the con-

tinuity in the vast forest expanse
with similar habitats at both the

Bandipur and Nagarahole parks
would simplify the entire process
of managing and conserving the

tigers.
The Nagarahole National Park

situated within the districts of

Mysore and Kodagu, does have a

viable tiger population. The 1999

census has revealed that the park
houses nearly 65 tigers, while the

Bandipur park has as many as 80

tigers The Nagarahole park will
be the 26th uger reserve in the

country
The Union Ministry of Environ

ment and Forests, while declaring
this as a project tiger reserve in its

communique to the State Forest

Department, has insisted that
both the Bandipur and the Nag-
arahole Tiger reserves should
come under a single unified ad-
ministration.
Sources pointed out that if both

the national parks undertook de-

velopment works like the eco-de-

velopment project, it would
enable expediting the process of
effective conservation of tigers in
both the areas. At Nagarahole, the

eco-development programme is

being funded by the Global Envi-
ronment Fund and the World
Bank under the India Eco-Devel-
opment Project, while a similar

project at Bandipur is being fund-
ed by the State.
The declaration of the Nagara-

hole National Park as a project ti-

ger reserve will result in the
common projects like the Project
Tiger, the Nilgiris Biosphere and
the Beneficiary Oriented Tribal

agarahole park to be declared Tiger reserve
Development Scheme coming
under the same umbrella. Having
such common schemes for both
the areas would also ensure

speedy and effective implementa-
tion
With both the parks recognised

as the best and ideal habitat for
Asian elephants, the project tiger
programme would now receive
added attention, thus meeting the

objective of constituting tiger re-
serves.

//

Official sources said that both
the national parks would retain
their individual identity, despite
the fact that the project tiger pro-
gramme would now be imple-
mented simultaneously at both
these parks under a unified ad-
ministration. The funding pattern
would be separate for both these

tiger reserves, thus disputing the
claim that under a unified admin-
istration separate funding would
not be possible.

It is now for the State Govern-
ment to work out the modalities
in carrying out the directions of
the Union Forest Ministry. The
dual benefit expected out of a

unified administration is the pos-
sibility of redeployment of staff
from one park to another and also

giving additional impetus in tiger
conservation programmes, sour¢-
es said.

i L-7?
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HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION / UNREST IN THE FORESTS

Tribal people growing conscious of their rights
By Vijaykumar Patil

NAGARHOLE, FEB. 1. Despite the commend-
able progress made in science and tech-
nology in the five decades after
Independence, the country inevitably has
an uncompleted agenda of achieving self-
sufficiency, which only a minuscule section
gf the largest democracy of the world has
achieved.
At the same time, these preceding dec-

ades have been marked by rampant human
rights violations. The worst victims of such
violations are the poor and socially eco
nomically weak, especially women and
children belonging to these sections.

Stull wuise is the situauion ul the ddivdols.
If what has befallen the adivasis in the
asJestern Ghats, including the Nagarhole
and Bandipur national parks, is any indica-
tion, a human rights activist will coin it as
"a very bad souvenir."
The concentration of tribe people is said

tb be the largest in India in the world, next
o Africa. There are 416 tribal communities
with a 6.78 crore population comprising
about eight per cent of the countrys pop-
ulation as per the 1991 Census. The tribal
people in the State consist of 54 communi-
ties comprising 4.97 per cent of the State's
population.
* Prominent and original adivasis in the
State are the Jenu Kuruba, Betta Kuruba,
Kadu Kuruba, Soliga, Irula, Koraga, Hala
saru, Hakkipikki, etc These people mostly
live in the bills and are found mainly yn the
Western Ghats in Mysore, Kodagu, South
Kanara, Chikmagalur and Chamarajnagar
districts.
A brief retrospection shows how certain

development programmes initiated by the
State and Union Governments have be-
come a "curse" to the 6,680 adivasis fam-
ilies in the Bandipur and Nagarhole forests.
As a result of the Centre converting for-

ests into national parks through the Wild
Life Protection Act (1972), adivasis in Ban-
dipur and Nagathole were affected and
3,000 families from Bandipur and 3,680
ffom Nagarhole were evicted in 1972-94.

bbwomote tf aeuanacsat
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Adivasis of Nagarhole...uniting for a common cause.

Most of the evictions allegedly took place
during night hours in contravention of the
law.
Meanwhile, there were evictions from.

the forest areas following construction of
big and small irrigation dams such as the
Kabini, Nugu, Taraka under which 18 tribal
hadis were submerged. Under what is
called a rehabilitation package, the Gov-
ernment provided 1 400 acres of land and
150 houses to 500 famules mn Hunsur and
H.D.Kote, under different schemes.
The minimum education and health fa-

cilities, which the Government claims to
have provided, are only in namesake. Even
when allotting lands, the beneficiaries have
been farmers from non-tribal groups. In-
cidentally, the then State Government con-
ducted a survey of affected families and
classified only eight members as belonging
to a tribe.
As a consequence, most of the adivasis

lost their traditional homes in the forest
and became houseless. They lost their nat-
ural 1esource base and traditional rights

uw a Mednstdlls wad

over them and turned into "direct and in-
direct" bonded labourers.
In the process, the food gathering and

hunting community has been converted
into a serving and hired labour one. Their
evictions from the forest transformed their
forest-based economy into a labour econo-
my. Now they suffer from insecurity and
Toss of identity and dignity

There were reports of various atrocities
ranging from arson, physical assault te
rape of tribal women allegedly by men in
uniform. Such incidents, which are con-
tained in police records, are pending be-
fore courts.
On its part, the Government, according

to the Conservator of Forests, Dr. C.D.Dya-
vaiah, speaking on the latest move to relo-
cate and resettle tribal people in the
Nagarhole National Park under the World
Bank-aided eco-development programme,
that the country has been left with only
four per cent of reserve forests with wildlife
and other natural resources.
Under the rehabilitation package, the

tt abet wee

Government is providing Rs.1 lakh towards
five acres of land, a house and assistingtribal people in rehabilitation under the
Beneficiary Oriented Tr bal] Development
Programme (BOTDP). Still, 1,550 tribal
families are living in the Nagarhole Park, of
which 51 were rehabilitated in Nagapura
(Veerahosahalli) near the Gurupura Tibe-
tan settlement, in June 1999.
Rehabilitation has not been forced upon

them but implemented following concur-
rence on part of the tribal people. Two
hundred more families will be rehabilitated
in the next financial year.
But, Mr. Srikant points out that of the 51

fatuilics, 28 aic Canpluyecs of the 1 Loicsi De
partment. Even this has been done after
forcing out 75 families which had occupied
the houses in response to the rehabilitation
package.
Therefore, though the objective of pro-

tecting the depleting forest cover is a na-
tional priority, can it be at the cost of a
community? The Governments in the State
had not bothered to implement the recom-
mendations of the Bhuria Committee,
which were accepted by the Deve Gowda
Government at the Centre, and which
could have solved most of the problems not
only of the tribal people but also those per-
taining to villages.
The most significant development at the

turn of the Century, as far as the fight
against human nights violations 1s con-
cerned, is that the illiterate tribal people
are growing conscious of their constitu-
tional and traditional rights and are orga-
nising themselves to fight against injustice.
Their opposition to the establishment of

a five-star resort in Moorkal in Nagarhole is
a testimony of this, thanks to the roles
played by NGOs and the United Nations in
creating awareness ofhuman rights among
them. A recent meeting held among the
tribal leaders and NGOs working in and
around Nagarhole observed that there is a
growing unrest among the tribal people
who have lost faith in the Government.
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By Alladi Jayasri
NAGARAHOLE, MAY 16. April-May in the
640 sq km Nagarahole or Rajiv Gandhi
National Park 1s that time of the year
when all 1ts denizens must stand up
and be counted Noted for its
assemblage of seven large ungulate
species and three large predatory
carnivores - the tiger, leopard and
dhole or wild dog, Nagarahole 1s an
mspiring story of how a forest that was
being poached and timber logged out
of existence turned into good news for
the equally endangered tiger in a
matter of two decades.
Volunteers are currently engaged in

"Jine- transecting'' They pan out in
pairs in straight lunes drawn across the
toicsi, and the job is tu icvord all the
herbivores (particularly the tiger's prey,
such as the gaur, sambar and chital).
Calculations made using the compass
and a range-finder tell whether the
prey-predator ratio in a 100 sq.km area
is proper.
This annual exercise began in the

mid-Eighties. After studies on the tiger,
Dr. K.Ullas Karanth, wildlife biologist
and tiger specialist, concluded that
interventions in the interest of the tiger
must include knowledge of
predator-prey equations and how the
right balance can be achieved.

Nagarahole: There ts

tea gov eS
x

es

The number of tigers ts ata healthy level in Nagarahole.

Fifteen years on, there is some cause
for cheer. Nagarhole is a habitat that
the tiger loves, and scientific
interventions pay in forest regeneration.
Line-transecting, radio telemetry
studies, camera-trapping, and the
archaic pug-mark studies, scat and hair
analysis, have generated enough
information that say the tiger in
Nagarahole is certainly not in its death

remained at a consistent 12- 13 per 100

sq.km, and managets have ensured that
the herbivore population of 60-70
hoofed animals to sustain the tiger is
maintained. Over two decades of a
passionate pursuit of the tiger has
taught Dr. Karanth many things.
Tropical forests and their fauna are
under increasing pressure to meet the
resource needs of growing human
populations, and crying for benign

intervention from science. And difficult
though the task is, conservation of
herbivores (ungulates and primates
weighing more than 5 kg) is crucial,
because apart from bemg economic,
nutritional and aesthetic resources,
large herbivores directly or indirectly
affect forest structure, its regeneration
and consequently, other animal species.
Herbivores are found in relatively low

densities, and have unique habitat
needs, apart from having crop raiding
tendencies and the fact that they are
often consumed by local people
Wildlife managers have long known
this, and have in the past two decades
particularly, claimed significant success
in increasing large herbivore densities
in nature reserves. Dr. Karanth says
curbing forest fires, logging, poaching
and livestock grazing, while developing
water resources are the traditional
"treatment" methods used.
Wildlife managers have, till recently,

lacked the neccesary professional skills
to collect quantitative data using valid
or scientific methods to substantiate
these claims and formulate
management strategies.
This has formed the main thrust of

Dr. Karanth's twenty-year tryst with the
tiger in Nagarahole.
This is how Dr. Karanth paints the

big picture: Nagarahole's assemblage of

large herbivores include the muntjac,
chital, sambar, the four-horned
antelope, gaur, wild pig, the Asian
elephant, and the two primates. bonnet
macaque and the hanuman langur

Having decided that the viable
wildlife management strategies require
ensuring a forest clear of human
populations, and safe from forest fires,
apart from ensuring a prey base that
keeps the tiger population at healthy
levels. he set about obtaining baseline
estimates of the population structure,
density and bio mass of the nine
species of large nerbivores in the area.

&ca

Dr. Karanth says these estimates also
facilitate ecological comparisons among
species and habitats, and could help in
evolving large herbivore populations in
other tropical forests.

>

In the process of establishing
standards and practices in wildlife
management, he has also set an agenda
for drawing upon the vast, but
unmarshalled constituency of
"volunteer naturalists", who are already
ensuring that the annual exercise of
counting tigers, determining.
prey-density becomes a spontaneous
exercise in updating vital information
neccesary to wildlife management, and

3

recover forests for wildlife.
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Steps to prevent fir
MARCH 29. As in the past, this summer too,
the gates of the Nagarahole National Park
(now a Tiger Reserve), have been closed to
visitors since March 15. This is mainly to
prevent forest fires which normally occur
from March to May.
As usual, "firelines'' are being burnt in

the Nagarahole range of the National Park
in Kodagu. Broad strips are being cleared in
vulnerable areas of the forest, criss-cross-
ing at suitable intervals, and burnt This 1s
called a firelune. Even in the case cf out-
break of fire, it will not cross the fireline,
thus helpmg to stop it from spreading
Various reasons have been profferred for

the cause of forest fires, but, 1t1s not known
definitely why they break out The custo
dians of forests keep their fingers crossed
in summer as fires may be reported from
any corner of the forest The hastility of the
people towards the implemenia
tion of the forest rules, (when they find
themselves evicted from encroached forest
areas) has resulted in the deliberate setting
of fire to forests. People setting the Nag-
arahole range forest afire in protest against
the killing of a poacher in the early 90s and
the subsequent huge loss of forest wealth is
hard to erase from memory.
Dr. N.A.Prakash, Professor of Forest Biol-

ogy and Wildlife, College of Forestry, Pon-
nampet, says that poachers may throw
beedi or cigarette stubs that can set off a

oe

of the Nagarahole National Park in Kodagu.

fire in a jiffy. They may also kill game and
roast it over a fire but leave the spot with-
out extinguishing the flames.
He does not, however, attach much cred-

ibility to the theory that lightning or rub-
bing of bamboo trees against one another
can start a fire in summer. It is also said
that villagers cause fire in the forests to
burn the withered grass and ensure a flush

carpet of green grass for cattle to graze after
the forest receives a couple of good show-
ers.

How well are our guardians of the forest
equipped to tackle and extinguish forest
fires which have now become an annual
occurrence? There are no high water-tow-
ers to splash water from top or powerful
telescopes to keep a watch on forest fires.

In Nagar hole National Park
The watchers are ordinary tribal people
who.live in the forests. They lack sophisti-
cated communication equipment to con-
vey the message of a fire immediately after
noticing it. By the time the news is con-
veyed and the team arrives at the spot, the
fire may have devastated a large area.

By K.Jeevan Chinnappa

The Nagarahole Range Forest Officer,
Mr. Poovaiah, says that there are 43 fire
watchers on duty in the Nagarahole range
of the National Park. Some of them have
been given a 20 litre sprayei cans to deal
with emergency cases of torest fire A strict
vigil 1s being maintained in Nagarahole
both in the core and the tourism zone. The
two vehictes used for taking the tourists
around and a jeep are now being used to
keep a vigil in the range
The Madikeri Deputy Conservator of

Forests, Mr BP Ravi, says that fire can
wreak havoc not only on the precious forest
wealth but also endanger wildlife. It will
also cause loss of soil fertility and destroy
bio-diversity. Mr. Ravi has appealed to the
people to cooperate with the Forest De- .

partment to contain fire outbreaks.
The gates of the Nagarahole National

Park will be opened only after the park re-
ceives a couple of good showers, Mr. Poo-
vaiah says. The Nagarahole range has
about 15 to 17 tigers with a good popula-
tion of spotted deer and elephants. Accord-
ing to a census, there are 65 tigers in the
park area, apart from the regular game
such as iwild boar, sambhar, gaur, langur,
reptiles, barking deer, peacocks and so on.
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Plunder of forest wealth continues
the Kodagu side of the NagaraholeNational Park continues unabated. Apartfrom the report on tree felling in the Kallalla

range of the park (The Hindu, February 25),destruction of trees, including teak, fromvarious sections of the range has come to
Jight.
According to information available withThe Hindu, seven cases of tree felling in the

range were lodged with the wildlife wing ofthe Forest Department at Hunsur on Friday.Four personnel - the Range Forest Officer,§.R.E.Bukhari, the Forester, Honnappa, andtwo guards - were suspended fordereliction of duty resulting in the
smuggling of 12 teak trees.

Tt has been found that 28 teak trees werecut down and smuggled from one sectionon the Kallalla-Veeranahosalli border. Anestimate put the value of the trees at overRs. 35 lakhs.

The Deputy Conservator of Forests, ForestMobile Squad, Mr. C.A.Devaraj, wasinformed by the office of the Principal ChiefConservator of Forests, Bangalore, of apetition by the Kodagu Ekikarana Ranga(KER) about the incident. Mr. Devaraj saidthat he visited the section for investigation,and found the girth of two trees cut down
by the poachers to be exceeding two metres.The rest had a girth of less than one metre.
The KER came to know about the incidentfrom tribal organisations such as theBudakattu Krishikara Sangha and BudakattuJanara Hakku Sthapana Samiti of

Nagarahole and the tribal people of
Kolangere and Murkal Hadi.
The Virajpet division officials from

Ponnampet range seized 10 teak logs nearMallur village in March. The logs are
suspected to have been stolen from asection in the Kallalla range. Meanwhile, thetribal people are holding a senior official ofthe wildlife wing of the department at

Hunsur responsible for the pillage. The KER §has identified the sections in the range from1
The petition by the organisation states ¢

that lower level officers and personnel were §
being made "scapegoats". It adds that at

a KERI, APRIL 8. The plunder of forest wealth

By Jeevan Chinnappa

Jeast 1,000 branches of teak were stolenfrom the sections such as Kallalla, Mathigod?and Veeranahosalli in the range.
It is believed that the smugglers, who issaid to have good knowledge of the forest, *

are from Kodagu District. The department is"

The modus operandi of the smugglersinvolved cutting down the trees, digging a
pit for sawing the timber and transportingthe logs. The allegations leveiled by thetribal people that the Forest Departmentpersonnel were involved in the incident

a

where teak was stolen.

learnt.
gathering evidence to nab the culprits, it is i

3!

gains credence as areas from where timber
;has been smuggled are close to the roadsused by the latter for patrolling.
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Y Poacher killed
in encounter

By Our Staff Correspondent

killed in an exchange of fire with **
the Forest Department personnel
at Maralukandi, five km away yopfrom the Thithimathi range of the 0

dagu, shortly after midnight on
Monday. Two poachers have"?

MADIKERI, JUNE 27. A poacher was

Nagarahole National Park in Ko

been apprehended i $F

The poacher killed was identi-.&¢!
fied as Malayalee Shashi (30). He
was one of the members of the?"five member team that sneakeda1;
into the forests from Sulugodu vil- !

lage, near Gonicoppa, in Kodagu
The Kodagu Superintendent of

Police, Mr. Seemant Kumar
Singh, who was monitoring thescase after it was registered at the
Ponnampet police station on™
Tuesday morning told TheHindu, 0-0
that the Forest Department team
was being led by Mr. Alexander, 30

the Range Forest Officer, wildlife ry
wing, Thithimathi range. ri
The team heard gun shots while

patrolling on Monday midnight.

fire at them. The team retaliated
fire and soon silence pervaded«s
the area. Since it was dark they 7!

They flashed the torch in the area,
pon which the poachers opened 'oat

at

could not pursue the incident.
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By Alladi Jayasri
NAGARAHOLE, MAY 27. The regener-ation of parts of the Nagaraholeforest in the last two decadesthanks to interventions in movingforest-dependent communitiesout of the forests, preventing for-est fires, and cracking down onwildlife poaching, disproves thepopular perception that preserva-tion of wildlife is inimical to eco-nomic development.The Nagarahole experimentwhich commands benign inter-vention by science, as well as afairly good record of enforcementby the Government, also makesout a Strong case for the sustain-able landscapes on which to buildsite-specific and enduring tigerconservation strategies.
It also highlights the fact thatthe two concerned human groupsthe champions of livelihoodrights of people living in tigerhabitats and the advocates of the

tiger's right to survive- share thesame goal.
Tiger conservationists andwildlife managers today acknowl-

edge that the tiger as the focus ofconservation is the best thing thatcould have happened to forests.The focus had been so far on re-ducing human and livestock pop-ulation densities within protectedareas. Preventing or regulating ofbiomass removal through hunt-ing, grazing and wood harvestingand burning is another widely-adopted intervention in forest re-
covery.
The tiger biologist Dr. K.UllasKaranth, who has studied the dy-namics of tiger and prey popula-tions from 1986, says the

Nagarahole experiment, in fact, isremarkable for interventions thathave led to increased prey densi-

Tiger conservation strategiesa success in Nagaraholeties in two ways: firstly, they haveincreased survival rates of ungu-fates through depression due to
hunting pressure. Secondly, theyhave increased the ungulate re-production rate due to improvedhabitat conditions.
In 1967, a Wildlife ProtectionWing was formed, although the

anti-hunting laws were weak, and
poorly enforced.
it was only in 1974 that the anti-poaching laws became more

stringent, and Nagarahole was
upgraded as a national park.From 1970 onwards, serious ini-tatives and interventions were
put in place to restore Nagaraholeto its pristine glory as a forest.These included demarcating acore zone area and regulating for-est product exploitation after
prodding from conservationist
groups. It has take the best part oftwo decades to remove humansettlements and co-opt thesecommunities in forest regenera-tion work.
in retrospect,the populationdensities of ungulate species haveincreased significantly. Dr. Ka-ranth puts this down to on-

ground anti-hunting measuresand habitat protection. He startedout in 1986 estimating the initial
tiger population to be around 20including five cubs at the begin-ning of population recovery. Con-sistent monitoring of tigers andthe interventions on their behalfhave now raised tiger density toaround !2 per 100 sq. km, while
prey density is around 60 to 70animals including gaur, chital andsambhar.
Dr. Karanth and his associate,Mr. Madhusudhan, who docu-mented hunting patterns prac-tised by different groups of local

people, have determined that un-

gulate survival rates are de-
pressed due to the followingreasons: Active searching on footat night and shooting using spot-lights; daytime shooting or net-
ting with the help of dogs;night-shooting at spots that at-tract ungulates; wire-snare andbaited explosives to trap animalson forest trails; vehicle movementalong public access roads close tothe park; stealing predator kills;and predation by domestic dogskept by people living in the park.The measures initiated by the
park staff to control these paid off,whether it was through anti-poaching patrols on the beatround the clock, or mobile patrolson elephant back to go where
gunshots were heard, or an am-bush on routes used by poachers.After the movement of humansettlements out of the forest be-
gan, with initiatives from the Gov-ernment and encouragementfrom NGOs, there was a dramaticreduction in hunting pressure.The conversion to monoculturesof teak was reversed.
Today, Nagarahole boasts of a

healthy tiger-predator ratio. Thereversion of ''hadlus,"' where trib-al people cultivated rice, to nat-ural swamp grass has increasedthe carrying capacity of the areafor ungulates.
Water holes have helped most

ungulates, while short-grassclearings have benefited chital. Sohas the elimination of cattle graz-ing. Manmade fires have been
suppressed through direct and in-direct methods.
The reduction of the intensityof market-linked exploitation offorest products has recarved Nag-arahole both as a forest and as a

tiger habitat.
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3 predator species at same density level in Nagarahole
aN

Park has emerged ds one of the iew pro
tected areas im the country that can boast
of harbournng three species of predators
al the same !evel of density DI Ka
ranth of Wildlie Seciety of
New York says 1t 1s rare to find three dif
ferent species of predators with an identi
cal population range in a single forest
area as in the Nagarahole National Park
which is today home to a healthy and a
viable uger, leopard and dhole popula
tion
Dr Karanth attributes this to the pres-

ence of prey species of different size
Studies have proved that Kaziranga has
the highest density of large prey at 169
animals per sq km followed by Pench
with 11 0 animals per sq km Nagarahole
with had 87 animals per sq km and
Kanha with 4 5 animals per sq km The
larger prey species favour the presence of
tigers which preter them to the smaller
prey species The large: prey constitutes
the Indian gaur, wild buffalo nilgai,
sambhar and barasingha The figures for
medium. sized prey species for Nagaia
hole ts 41 4 animals per sq km whereas It

tor havi yt & tor Pen and
2 tor Raul
Tt is dhe plesenee of large, medium wad

small prey animals alone that can sup
port large predatots such as tigers, medi
um sized predators such as leopards and
small predaters like dholes In the ab
sence of adequate large number of prey
species, the leopards tend to predomi
ate in the region while the tiger popula
tion tends to dip If the protected areas
have an abundance of small prey animals
such as the muntjac to the exclusion of
other prey anmmals, then one can safely

Tigers are supported only by the presence of large, medium and small prey
assume that the area will not harbour a
viable tiger population whereas leopards
and dholes can survive However, studies
carried out at the Kanha and Kaziranga
national parks have also proved that in
the absence of lage prey species, even

at all sizes to favour the co existence of
all the three types of predators making it
one of the few such spots 1n the country,
according to Dr Karanth Long term
studies conducted by wildlife biologists
m the Nagarahole National Park have

tigers have a tendency to shift then pref
elence to medium sized animals sup
ported by the smaller ones In such a
scenario, the number of leopards comes
down as Kanha and Kaziranga But in
Nagarahole, there is a sufficient prey base

park today compares with Kaziranga in
Assam and Kanha and Pench in Madhya

in terms of abundance and size
ol pres spectes whi hos cru tal tu main
tain a viable predator population

¢

The prey density estimation ts an exer
cise undertaken bv wildlife biologists to

pres density figures for pres
species by the line-

transect method
This mvolves samphng by recording

the number of clusters of animals sight
ed, the size of the clusters, distance of the
ammals from the point where it was
sighted using a range finder and the angle
of sighting, which 1s measured with a
compass
The line transects in Nagarahole were

laid more than 10 years ago by Dr Ullas
Karanth and have been carried out regu
lary by ateam of volunteers This involves
walking along the transects twice a day
recording details of the animals sighted
The exercise 1s carried out for nearly

three weeks after which the data 1s fed
into a computer for statistical analvsis
The dine thins ct methad is one of the

Iclable wud olalisucally ugoiuus
methods of arriving at the figures for prey
density and 1s employed worldwide by
wildlife biologists
Prey density estimation at Nagarahole

has also given wildlife conservationists a
reliable benchmark or yard stick with
which the health of the national park and
its eco system can be compared
The statistics of the prey base 1s also a

pointer to estimate if the conservation
practices adopted in a national park have
been working favourably
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RFO suspended

smuggling case

+4/4" in teak

By Our Staff Correspondent
MADIKERI, MARCH 21. The RangeForest Officer (RFQ) of the Kallal
la range, Nagarahole National
Park, has been suspended for der-
eliction of duty in connection
with the smuggling of teak from
that range recently, according to
information received here on
Tuesday.
With this, the number of forest

personnel who have been sus-
pended has gone tip to four. Earli-
er, the Forester and two senior
guards were suspended in con-
nection with the case. Sources
from the wildlife wing of the For-
est Department on Tuesday con-
firmed that a suspension order
was served on the Kallalla RFO,
Mr. S.R.E. Bukhari on Monday(March 20). The order was issued
by the office of the Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests, Banga-lore.

Following this development,
the RFO of the Nagarahole rangeof the national park, Mr. Ajjikutti-ta Poovaiah, assumed additional
charge on Monday. Mr. Poovaiah
confirmed his assumption of
charge of the Kallalla range of the
park. Nagarahole National Park
was recently declared a Tiger Re-
serve, the third in the State.
It may be recalled that The

Hindu had reported the smug-

ber of the Budakattu Krishikara .

Sangha (BKS), a tribal organisa-tion in the Nagarahole range of
the national park, had alerted the
Kodagu Deputy Commissioner
through a petition on the smug-
gling on January 14 last, after an
enquiry conducted by the Assist-
ant Conservator of Forests con-
cerned on December 29 last made
no headway.

Amem-gling on February 25 last

The Deputy Commissioner
had, in turn, asked the Forest Mo-
bile Squad to conduct an enquiry
following which the exact spot of
smuggling was identified. As
many as 27 logs of sawn teakwere
recovered from a nearby elephant
pit. Twelve teak trees, estimated
to, be worth over Rs. 25 lakhs,
were reportedly stolen by the
smugglers. The PCCF (Wildlife)
and other officials from the wild-
life wing in Hunsur visited the
spot.
The Deputy Conservator of For-

ests, Forest Mobile Squad, Mr.
Chowrira Devaraj, told The Hindu
on Tuesday that efforts were still
on to trace the smuggled timber,
A search conducted on a tip-offthat stolen timber had been
found near a river in the park,close to the area from which it
was felled, had turned out to be a
hoax, he said.

A



NGOs urge Govt.
to stop plunder

A of forest wealth
By Our Staff Correspondent

MYSORE, APRIL 7. Wildlife conser-
vationists and NGOs in Karnataka
are a disillusioned lot. They per-
ceive the State Government to be
apathetic to the "'flagrant viola-
tion" of laws pertaining to forest
and wildlife management and the
rampant non-forestry activities
within the protected areas.
At a time when the forest cover

in the country is being eroded at
an alarming rate and there is an
urgent need to protect the exist-
ing forests and surviving species,
the Forest Department seems to
be helpless in combating the
problems.
Hence, a group of NGOs has

submitted a petition to the Forest
Minister, Mr. K.H.Ranganath, and
drawn his attention to the "illegal
activities' and demanded action
to curb such activities.
The petition submitted to the

Forest Minister has given details
of large-scale removal of teak and
other timber from the Nagarahole
National Park which was widely
reported in the Press. The petition
points out that some of the smug-
gling is taking place inside the
Moorkal and Kallengeri forest ar-
eas in the Kallahalla range.
The NGOs said these incidents

had been brought to light by the
tribal people and the office-bear-
ers of the Nagarahole Tribal
Rights Committee and the Kollen-
gari Tribal Welfare Association.
Giving specific incidents, the
NGOs said timber felling has been
reported from the Kollihadi plan-
tation area, Vaddara Modu plan-
tation area, the right side of
Karmodu Sidde Gowda's land,
and Tattikere plantation area in
Veerahosanahalli area; Mettikupe
and other areas in Kalahalli re-
gion; near Arekatti, Badrikatte, Bi-
durukatte and other places in
Veerana Hosahalli wildlife range;
the right side of the Lakshmana
Teertha stream, right side of
Kumbarakatte in Marhigodu
range and other places.
The NGOs said despite fervent

appeals and representations, no
action has been taken against the
guilty except for making a scape-
goat of a low-level Forest Depart-
ment employee. The complicity
of the higher-level forest officials

thoroughly investigated, say the
NGOs.

the Inbal Agriculturists Associ
ation, a squad headed by Mr. Mo-

. Nappa arrived on the spot on
February 23 and seized 13 teak
stumps and confiscated two lorry
loads of teakwood. But on the

night of February 24, several vehi-
cles arrived at the spot and the .

teakwood logs were shifted to the
elephant camp at Moorkal, ac-
cording to the petition.
The Minister was also told that

while shifting the logs from the
spot, the trenches that were dug
earlier to hide the wooden logs for
sawing were also covered up and
leaf litter evenly spread over them
to obliterate any sign of illegal ac-
tivities. Further, when a senior of- +

ficial went from Mysore to inspect
the spot, he was taken directly to
Tittimatti, via the Hebbala camp,
and the spot where the wooden
logs were confiscated was not
shown to the officer at all, the
NGOs have alleged.
Highlighting the illegal quarry- .

ing activities in the Bannerghatta
National Park, the petition spoke
of the devastation and havoc on
the flora and fauna due to dyna-
mite blasts inside the park. While
the quarrying is impeding the free
movement of elephants, the
blasts are forcing the elephant
herds out from the park to safer
areas which culminate in man-
animal conflicts in the region.
Five wild elephants had been
killed during January and Febru-
ary this year as a result of the:
above, say the NGOs.
Though the High Court of Kar-. ¢

nataka has banned quarrying and
even the Supreme Court has is--
sued directives against non-forest
activities, there are over 40 illegal.
quarries operating in and around
Bannerghatta National Park f

which have not ceased their oper- :

ations despite assurances from
the State Government.
It has also been pointed out

that the forest guards inside the
sanctuaries and national parks
have not been provided with
modem weapons, ammunition
and communication facilities.
The NGOs have urged the Forest
Minister to take suitable action to
curb such activities and bring the
guilty to book.

in all the above cases needs tobe

They have alleged that based on
a complaint by the President of .



a
By Our Staff Correspondent

HUNSUR, JULY 24.-The first batch oftribal people rehabilitated fromthe Nagarahole forest were givenpossession certificates for fiveacres of land and a house allotted
to them, by the Minister for Social
Welfare, Mr. Kagodu Thimmappa,at Veeranahosahalli near here on
Monday.
Though the houses were allot-ted to the tribal people outsidethe Nagarhole forest, some sec-

tions of the local people were un-
happy over the allotment of landto "outsiders". Some tribals al-
leged that the power provided tothe settlement was not adequateand the water supplied through a
single handpump was not suffi-cient to meet their needs,
Echoing the same feelings, theHunsur MLA, Mr. Papanna, urgedthe minister to look into these

problems. He said the Govern-
ment should provide proper irri-
gation facilities to enable the
tribal people to cultivate lands al-
lotted to them. The Government
should implement all projectsand programmes meant for the
development of the rehabilitated
tribal people. Referring to the
NGOs, which were opposed to the
telocation of the tribal peopleoutside the forest, he said such

organisations were misleadingthe tribal people and wanted
them to stay inside the forests. He
urged the State Government to
Start a consumer society for the
benefit of the tribal people as
most consumer goods were, at
present, not available.
The minister urged the tribal

people to sow two acres of the -

land provided to them in the pre-sent season. The Government
would provide them with food
items for one year till they be-
came self-sufficient. The minister
assured the local people that the
Government would consider their
request to provide them land ormake an alternative arrangement.
Regarding the sale of children

by tribal people, Mr ThimmappaSaid a committee would be con-
stituted to visit all the tribal ham-
lets for a fortnight after August 15
to identify families which were in-
volved in such sales. Some mid-
diemen had been alreadyidentified and steps would be tak-
en against them.
Nearly 1,550 tribal families

were identified for rehabilitation
outside Nagarhole at a cost of Rg
15.5 crores to be shared between .the State and the Union Govern-
ment. Out of these, 50 families
were given possession certificates
today. Another batch would be

>

/Rehabilitated tribal people get
fand Possession certificates

provided these benefits shortly,and the land along with the house

al people. The Government had
waived all taxes on the land,which could be pledged by the
tribal people in any commercial
bank for agricultural purposes.

could not be alienated by the trib



Tribal peopleaAbe
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evicted
forcibly from Nagarahole'

By Our Staff Correspondent

MADIKERI, SEPT. 5. The representa-
tives of the adivasi (tribal) orga-
nisations from Tamil Nadu and
Kerala, who visited the Nagara-
hole National Park recently, have
accused the Forest Department of
coercing the tribal people in the

park to leave as part of the reloca-
tion plan to facilitate the World
Bank-sponsored Eco-Develop -

ment Project.
In a statement here on Tues-

day, the tribal organisations
Tamilakam Amaippukalin Koota-
mipu (TAK), the Tribal Associ-
ation for Vth Schedule Campaign
and the Adivasi Munnetra Sang-
ham of Tamil Nadu and Kerala-

alleged that the Government,
through the Forest Department,
tried to evict 30 tribal families
from the Kolangere Hadi (settle-
ment) in the Kodagu side of the
park recently, to Nagapura at Vee-
ranahosalli in Hunsur taluk.
The tribal representatives said

they were convinced that the
Government's move to relocate
them forcibly was in violation of
the operational directives of the
World Bank and the undertaking
given by the Forest. Department
that no force would be used to

evict the tribal people. Such a

move would deprive the constitu-
tional rights and privileges ac-
corded to the indigenous and
tribal people in the country with
regard to their traditional suste-
nance and cultural identity, they
said.
The tribal representatives, Mr.

Jagannathan of the TAK, Mr.
A.Ranganathan of the Tribal Asso-
ciation for Vth Schedule Cam-
paign, and Mr. Ravi of the Adivasi
Munnetra Sangham, who visited
the Kolangere Hadi along with the
local NGO representatives, con-
demned the alleged atrocities on
the tribal people of the "hadi"
who, they said, were beaten up by
the Forest Department officials
when they resisted eviction. Any
move to shift the tribals by resort-
ing to force would only prove
counter- productive, they added.
They said that the tribals were

committed to live in the park and
they were opposed to the Eco-De-
velopment Project.
On the other hand, the tribals

had come out with a viable and
less expensive conservation and
development plan, based on their
traditional knowledge and experi-
ence.
The Government should start a

purposeful dialogue with the trib-
al people to sort out the issue,
they added.
Expressing support to the

struggle of the adivasis of Nagara-
hole, they said that a network of
organisations would be formed
soon to resist the deprivation and
marginalisation of the tribal peo-
ple.

Mild tremors'""
in Bijapur Dt.

By Our Staff Correspondent

BIJAPUR, SEPT. 5. Bijapur District
and surrounding areas experi-
enced mild tremors measuring
5.3 in the richter scale around 6
a.m. today.
The Deputy Commissioner Ra-

kesh Singh said that no casualties
were reported from any part of
the district and important struc+
tures, including the world famous
Gol. Gumbaz, which developed a
crack during the Latur earth
quake, were safe.
According to sources in the De-

partment of Seismology, the ep-
icentre was located near Koyna in
Maharashtra.



Govt. sanctionsRs. 2 cr

MYSORE, JAN, 28 The State Government has sanc-

tioned Rs. two crores to dig elephant-proof trenches

adjoining the Nagarahole National Park to prevent
wild elephants from straying into the agriculture
lands.
Disclosing this at Chikkodanahalli in H.D.Kote ta-

luk on Saturday, the Minister of State for Finance,
Mr. M.Shivanna, said although the forest depart-
ment had sent a proposal for Rs. four crores to tackle

the elephant menace, the State Government had

agreed to release Rs two crores
The Minister was speaking at a function organised

to launch the eco-development projects in the villag-
es abutting the national park.
There was also a proposal to erect solar fencing

along the boundary of the national park to prevent
wild animals from leaving the forest and raiding
agriculture tracis. The digging of elephant-proot
trenches and erecting solar fences would effectively
curtad the problem of crop ratding by wild animals,
Mr. Shivanna said.

Referring to the conflict, of interest between the

Forest Department and the people of tribal commu
nities Irving m the forests, he said there were com

plaints of harassment of the tribal communities He
called for a survey of revenue and forest lands. Ef

\ to tackle elephant menace
forts would be made to rehabilitate the tribal people
and enable them to join the mainstrearn, he said and
added that the Government was committed to ex-

tend all possible assistance in this direction.

By Our Staf Correspondent

The beneficiaries from the villages were given
pressure cookers, gas stoves, iron ploughs, etc., un-
der the Union Government-sponsored programme.
Under this, the State Government had also contrib-
uted Rs. 35 lakhs to the Forest Department. The pro-
gramme envisaged collection of Rs. 8.75 lakhs from
the villagers to ensure their involvement in the com-

pletion of the project
Regarding the complamts ofmany villages having

been excluded from such programmes, the minister
directed the officials to prepare a list of such villages
and include them in the scheme. These villages
would be in addition to the already identified 32

villages, Mr Shivanna said.

He also promised the public that H.D Kote taluk
would be developed with good roads and other civic
amenities. A project to construct 1,000 houses under
the Ashraya scheme would be launched in the taluk,
he added.
The member of the Mysare Zilla Panchayat, Mr

HCShivanna, the DCF of Hunsur Range, Mr
AM M Annaiah, and the veteran freedom fighter, Mr

Narasrmhegowda, were present. fi

c tL"
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MADENOOR (KODAGU DT), JULY 18 The
tribal people of the Jenu Kuruba clan
have made the forests their home over
the ages They have no dieams to fulfil
and no legacies to cherish They remain
isolated somewhere in the 1emote
corner of the jungle at Madennor. in
the Nagatuhole Navona Puk i mge
Kodagu

The vers ost hit c vetiredes
Umu tladi seth mien

unnerves them When a couple of
presspersons visited the Madenoor
Hadi, n search of the tribal people -
Budakattu Jananga as they are referred
to it unravelled another pathetic
story
Raju, who 1s a Panjat Yerava, was

back from the hospital He was at
home - a bamboo hut with a stlaw
roof According to Raju, he and his
family underwent a traumatic
experience on June 14, when a group of
men trom neighbouring Sulugodu
village attacked them Raju was beaten
black and blue, and his wife and
daughter raped by the marauding men
Raju s family 1s stil in state of shock
Raju s wife says the men, some of

whom Rau can identify, came to their
hut al 4pm on June 14 when her
husband was away at work They
assaulted and raped her and her
14 year old daughter after barging mlo
the hut Later, Raju s wife aud daughter
tan out to call Raju The men left, but
came in a larger group again in the
might and beat up Raju untl he lost
consciousness His wife and daughter
were taken away by the gang Raju's
parents too were beaten up when they
tried to intervene

Living 'on the edg
*

Raju a member of the Jenu Kuruba clan, who was beaten upyt Medanoor
in

the
Nagarhole National Park range in Kodagu District, and histnother Gange.

tribe said the same group went around Ashoka one of them sa men

iet desperation
took covet in the forests fearing attacks
by their masters on June 14 might
Rayu's wile and daughtet admitted that
they were taped by the two men in the
muitial assault They said they had
mtormed the police giving all details
'The injured Rayu spent four days at the
Gonicoppa Government Hospital and
he was later shifted to the District

ot Mad ken
The Deputy Superintendent of Police,

Td iT.
hal d Cdot OL atrocity sud

outraging the modesty of women' had
been booked agaist five persons, who
were now absconding They were
arrested initially on charges of assault,
but let off on bail When the complaint
was registered initially, no mention of
rape was made, he said It was only
after some tubal leaders fiom Hunsur
were consulted on the issue that the
rape factor came up and subsequently
a case was booked again

A doctor had initially examined the
victuns at Gonicoppa, but the issue of
rape had not figured in the complaint
Later, a medical exanunation by a lady
doctor at the District Hospital here
revealed that there was no evidence to
show that rape had been committed
The DAR and crvil police have now
been posted to project the victums
Mr Hegde said that Raju s, his tather

Maras and Raju's wife's statements
matched On the other hand Gange's,
Rajus mother and Raju's daughter's
statements 1ecorded by the police did
nol match
The court had now granted

permission to re arrest the five culpnts,
but only two of them had been charged
with rape Mr Hegde satd Permission

to confiscate the guns of the alleged
accused had been sought from the
Deputy Commissioner Video and audio
statements of the families members of
Raju have been recorded, he said
However, Rajyu's wife and daughter had
stated to presspersons that their
statements had not been videographed
Mam, who 1s the only Vokkaliga

Gowda to have settled down at
Madenoor, recounts minor skirmishes
piv dich the toidberds is cl is 30me
Miuliy a i aesideuts had attacked the
tribal people in the past He said Rayu
had picked up a quarrel with one his
cousins, Kali living nearby as some
landlords frequented het house The
landlords nursed a grouse against Raju
on this score There arc just five
families of Panjari Yeravas at
Madenoor, living amidst the Jenu
Kurubas
The tribal people live in constant fear

of elephants visiting' their huts,
destroying paddy crops cultivated by
them on fragmented pieces of land
Pouiing rain cold, and the silence of
the jungle are what they have to
contend with They have no cattle to
plough the lands Monsoon 1enders +

collection of firewood impossible There
are more than 300 Jenu Kurubas with
over 90 children in different age
groups The children lurk behind trees
or huts when they spot visitors Some
of the men have taken to drink
The older generation 1s against

moving oul of the forests as part of
relocation plan Amid a lot of talk on
relocating them, the hfe of the tribal
people has remained unchanged, and,
pethaps it will continue to be so for
many years to come

x

Other members of the Jenu Kuruba

15) m Madenoor terrorising the
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By Our Special Correspondent

BANGALORE, OCT. 28. Kerala and
Karnataka today discussed ways
of improving the infrastructure of

States inchiding the construction
of a vital bridge across the Kabini
at Byranakuppe.
The two States agreed to ap-

proach the Centre to get clear-
ance under the Wildlife
Conservation Act and other laws
as the proposed bridge would be
built in the Rajiv Gandhi National
Park, which is a game sanctuary.
The Kerala Minister for Works,

Dr.M.K.Muneer, held talks with
the Public Works Minister,
Mr.Dharam Singh, here this
morning.
Also present were Mr.K.Mura-

lidharan, MP and President of the
Kerala Pradesh Congress. Karna-
taka was represented by
Mr.K.K.Misra, Principal Secretary,
Public Works, Mr.L.V.Nagarajan,
Managing Director, Karnataka
Road Development Corporation,
and Mr.Tallur, Secretary, Public
Works.

It was noted at themeeting that
in June 2001, the then LDF gov-
ernment in Kerala had committed
to meeting 50 per cent of the cost
of the proposed bridge through
the then Minister for Works,
Mr.Joseph.
Mr.Tallur said the foundation

stone of the bridge was laid in
1994, and it was then estimated to
cost Rs.1.86 crore. The cost had
now shot up to Rs.6.5 crore.
The bridge would provide an

all-weather link between Wynaad

road traffic between the two.

Dharam, 'Muneer hold talks
on bridge across Kabini

District in Kerala andMysore Dis-
trict, and reduce the distance be-
tween Pulapally and Mulkolly
villages in Kerala and Mysore. If
the bridge were to be built, one
could travel directly from Mysore
to Kozhikode through Sultan Bat-
tery.
Mr.Dharam Singh said the Leg-

islature Committee on Forest and
Ecology in July 1995 recommend-
ed the construction of the bridge.
The panel was then headed by
Mr.N.Thippanna, former MLC.
Themeeting was told that there

were 12 roads linking the two A

States passing through the dis-
tricts of Mysore, Kodagu, and
Dakshina Kannada.
The two parties agreed that the

condition of the roads should be
improved.
Mr.Dharam Singh explained

the various steps taken by Karna-
taka to improve the quality of
roads. He mentioned the ambi-
tious World Bank-aided pro-
gramme to upgrade over 2,000
km. of State highways.
The Road Development Corpo-

ration had completed the con-
struction of 120 bridges out of the
targetted 153.

Mr.Nagarajan said that big con-
tractors possessing modern con-
struction machinery had been
entrusted with the work ofmain-
taining 7,300 km. of State high-
ways.
They had been given a contract

for three years each. In the past,
local and small contractors had
been engaged for the purpose and
their work was unsatisfactory.



k llOachers
elephant

MADIKERI, NOV. 5. The carcass of a
male elephant, suspected to have
been killed by poachers, was
found in the Srimangala rangeforests of the Nagarahole Nation-
al Park on Saturday. The poachershad removed the tusks of the ele-
phant.
The Conservator of Forests (Ko-

dagu Circle), Mr. P.Anur Reddy,who confirmed that the jumbohad become a victim of poachers,told The Hindu on Sunday that
the Deputy Conservator of For-
ests (Wildlife) and a doctor visited
the spot to conduct the post-mor-tem. The carcass of the elephantwas found near Kerala border, in

> Srimangala-Kutta area.



By Our Staff Correspondent
MADIKER!, SEPT 11 The issue of identifying
laud un Kodagu Distnct, for the rehabulita-
tion of tribal people from the Nagarahole
National Park, dominated the monthly
KDP meeting held here on Tuesday
The Deputy Commissioner, Mr. G.V. Ra-

machandra. announced that he would
write to the Union and State governments
on the need to dereserve the Majjigehalla
forest areas and take steps to evict en
croachers from government land at West
Nemmale village in Virajpet taluk, for relo-
cating 950 tribal families living in the park
There were 1,690 tribal farnlies living the
park and on its periphery A committee
headed by the Chief Executive Officer of
the zilla panchayat (ZP), Mr Baladev Krish
na, would prepare an acuon plan for relo-
cating the tribal people and submit a repoit
to him in one month. He appealed to elect-
ed representatives and the people to coop
erate with him in evicting encioachers in
West Nemmale
He said the Chief Secretary, Ms Teresa

Bhattacharya, would visit Kodagu in a few
days to discuss unportant 1ssues such as a

tribal people relocation plan, drought relief
and computerisation of land records in the
district
The Chairman of the ZP Standing Com-

mittee on Health and Education, Mr. Arun
Machaiah, who supports a relocation plan
said that the Mayigehalla farm, which had
been leased to the Orange Society (the
lease has expired), could be an ideal for the
relocation of tribal people The Govern
ment should write to the Centre to dere-
serve land vested with the Forest
Department by the Revenue Department, Virajpet taluk was encroached upon by
sometime ago
The Headquarters Assistant to the Depu

ty Commussioner, Mr K Krishne Gowda,
said there were 1,690 tribal families wing
in the Nagarahole National Park area as per
a joint survey conducted by the Forest and
Revenue departments Forty five of those
families from the Madenoor Colony would
be shifted to Veeranahosalli (now Nagap-
ura) in Hunsur taluk As many as 39 houses
had been built at Nagapura, and six more
would be completed im 15 days, he added
Mr Knshna announced that a sub com

mittee headed by him had been constitu

ted by the Deputy Commissioner for
preparing an action plan for the relocation
of tribal people He said that unless land
was identified, it would be difficult to pre-
pare an action plan.
Mr Krishne Gowda said a small extent of

government land had been .dentified at
Kedamullur, Arji and V. Badaga villages in
Viraypet taluk, and at Kalur, Kunjila, Hachi-
nad in Madikert taluk In Somwarpet, over
300 acres was available Over 700 acres of
government land at West Nemmale village

local people, and 1fmeasures were initiated
to evict them, tt could be granted to tnbal
people The Assistant Commussioner, Mr
Takeray, endorsed Mr Gowda s views, and
said a tresh survey was needed to identify
government land.
When Mi Arun Machatah alleged that

the Forest Department was harassing tribal .

people living at Thattekere Hadi (settle-
ment) in Viraypet taluk by asking them to
leave, the Assistant Conservatot of Forests,
Virajpet Division, said the areas were being
claimed by the wildlife wing of the depart
ment at Hunsur He said that if alternative

af KDP'meet focuses on tribal people Oh ay
land was made available to the depart-
ment, the Jand required for rehabilitation 4

could be secured without difficulty Mr
Machaiah asked how tribal people living on
the fringes of the national park could be
asked to leave when the ZP had spent over
Rs 15 crores for providing civic amenities
to them.
Mr Raghunath Naik, Chairman of the *

Standing Committee on Agriculture and'
Industry, said police cases were registered
agamst tribal people for resisting eviction
The Chairperson of the ZP Standing

Committee on Social Justice Ms HB
Jayamma, criticised the officials of the In
tegrated Tribal Development Project
(ITDP) for their "lack of interest'? mm the a
relocation plan :

To a question from Ms. Jayamma on the *

action initiated agamst persons who alleg- #
edly attacked a member ofa a tribal commu- g
nity at Madenoor and raped his wife and
daughter, Mr Knishne Gowda said Rs g
31,000, 25 per cent of the compensation,
had been paid to the five victims The rest
would be paid the accused were convict &
ed of the charges &



By Tariq Hasan
Times News Network

sons",
Inquiries by this correspon-

dent, however, reveal th
Nigam's only crimewas that a
earlier he had detained 0

poachers
who had killed several

irds inside the forest. se two

to escape from the forest depart-
"influence" tumed the tables on
the forest department staff.
Rajesh wayXept in jail formore

than 15 and is today shat-
tered and'demoralised. He is pay-
ing the/price like many others ofhis protecting the countrysnafiral heritage from the hands

poachers, smugglers and the

Barely a few weeks before this
incident, another ranger of thePilibhit forest department, S.P

a forest off icial booked

PILIBHIT: In the first week of 0 illicit timb
February, Rajesh Nigam, a rangerof the forest department posted in
the Pilibhit Reserve Forest, wasarrested and charged under Sec-
tion 364 for "abducting with the
intention of murder of two per-

by the local
authorities of beifig in possession

". In this case too,
reportedly being

politically influential
ho ravaged the forest

nd forest land.

were aware that the chargesainst Singh were trumped upd he was being framed. Theyhave up till now somehow man-
aged to save him, but it is only a
matter of time before he is prose-cuted or penalised.
It is quite clear that be it the di-

visional forest officer (DFO), wholost his life recently in Bihar fight-
ing against the forest mafia, andthe forest guard killed inside the
Corbett National Park barely sev-en months ago, or the two forest
rangers here, the guardians of In-dia's forest wealth are indeed "on
the run".
For the last few years, a majortussle is taking place in the Pilib-

hit Reserve Forest, one of the
country's last few remainingpatches of the Terai region. Theforest department is fighting a
losing battle against thousands of
settlers, mostly from east India,

oachers
who are encroaching upon primeforest land in a systematic and or-
ganised manner with the "active
connivance" of local politiciansand the revenue staff.

According to Afifullah Khan, awildlife scientist at Aligarh Mus-
lim University and secretary of
theWildlife Society of India, "The
only thing the forest departmenthas been trying in vain is to simplystart the process of the demarca-
tion of forest land through
boundary pillars so that there is
no further encroachment of forest
land. The forest department has
also been demandingmutation of
forest land in revenue records."
Khan pointed out that it was

"shocking" to note that even this
basic move by the forest depart-ment had not been supported ei-
ther by the local or state authori-
ties. Khan said he was convinced
that the forest department was"not interested" in unnecessarily
uprooting the settlers and would
in fact help in the rehabilitation of
those families who had migratedhere more than 30 years ago

bermafia.

when a dam was being construct-
ed.

of duct

DH News Service

MYSORE, March 19

The ground fires noticed at two
ranges of Nagarahole forest divi-
sion are under control now. Forest
sources said that fire protection
teams from the department. with
the help of villagers have ade
quately conta.ned mild fires near
Balle and two other forest ranges -

Metikuppe and D B Kuppe - in the
division.

There are no fresh incidents of
ground fires reported from the
division.

Sources maintained that the
damage was minimal since the
fire protection teams respnded
qu.ckiy and prevented the tures
from spreading.

It may be recalled here that a
major part of the forest, which
supports an abundance of plant
and animal species, was destroyed had maintained that the fire was
in a fire in 1999. The damage was of low intensity and the damage
reported to be heavy as the forest was negligible. Nevertheless,authorities were not "fully pre- sutellite images contradicted the
pared" to combat the ravaging claim and confirmed that the fire
fires. was a major one. The images wereHowever, the forest officials also released to support the claim.

Forest department contro
ground fire at Nagarahole

A dry water-hole at the Rajiv Gandhi National Park. With mostof the pools drying up, animals like elephants, gaurs are forced
to migrate to the ranges close to Kabini backwaters.

Since then, forest officials have
become extra cautious. The
department's ground staff will be
monitoring all the ranges to fi,nt
the fires whenever noticed. They
will be on guard for at least two
months.



Nagarahole park closed
By Our Staff Correspondent

MADIKERI, FEB. 28. The famous Nagarahole National Park
(Rajiv Gandhi National Park) will be closed for visitors from
Friday till April 15, according to a statement received from
the office of the Conservator of Forests on Thursday. Both
the tourist zones will remain closed as forest fires could pose
risk to the visitors during summer. This is an annual feature.
The park will be reopened once the forests received good
rainfall. Incidentally, the entire national park area was
recently included under the purview of the Kodagu Forest
Circle. The Forest Department has requested the public to
cooperate with the authorities.



Forest fire, a handiwork of
y anti-social elements?

\4

ashy By Our Staf Correspondent
MADIKERI, MARCH 24. Most of the fire incidents in
forests in various parts of Kodagu District in the
recent months have been found to be the hand-
iwork of anti-social elements.
Nearly 884 hectares of forests in the Nagara-

hole National Park were destroyed in the fire.
However, the loss was not significant as the fire
was limited to ground, where dry foliage and
withered grass were burnt, P.Anur Reddy, Con-
servator of Forests, Kodagu Circle, told The
Hindu on Saturday.

He said 354 hectares of forest were destroyed
in the Metikuppe Range, 332 hectares in the Vee-
ranahosalli Range, 178 hectares in the Kallalla
Range, 12 hectares in the Antarakatte Range, five
hectares in the D.B.Kuppe Range, two hectares in
the Nagarahole Range, and one hectare in the
Anechowkur Range of the Nagarahole National
Park.



REGIONAL

By R.Krishna Kumar

MYSORE, MARCH 28 The devastating
fires that frequently ravage the Bandi
pur and Nagarahole national parks
during summer 1s hastening the degra
dation of forests, slowing down the re
generation process, and may alter the
composition of flora and fauna if steps
are not taken to check them

Experts in the field of forestry and
wildlife conservation told The Hindu
that only hard and fire resistant spe
cies may evolve over the years rf the
fires break out regulaily and incinerate
the flora and fauna
If the floral composition is altered, it

will have a direct bearing on the wild
life in the national parks as the pop
ulation pattern is governed by
abundance or absence of food among
the animal species Bandipur and Nag
arahole are home to a variety of wild
life species, mcluding tigers, elephants
leopards, Indian gaur, dholes or wild
dogs, chital or spotted deer, sambar
four horned antelopes, the barking

>
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Ground vegetation and trees ravaged by fire in Bandipur.

destroy the organic matter that con
tribute to the humus content of the

deer, jackals, and a wide variety of substratum If this 1slost, the soil tends
birds
Already fire resistant species such as

Lantana, which 1s a form of weed 1s

sprouting Bandipur and 1s not con
sumed by any of the herbivore am
mals
The frequent outbreak of forest fires

will only augment the growth of Lanta
na and suppress other plants preferred
by herbivorous animals Forest fires phants was trapped in a small area growth and may force the migration of

to deteriorate and the value of the site
is diminished in the absence of vegeta
tion
Animals lose natural cover against

predators, abandon thei habitat, and
have been observed to wander a
random manner having lost their
ouentation
During this year s hire, a herd ot ele

which was engulfed by fire in all direc
tions, and the Forest Depaitment per
sonnel had to clear one portion and
drive the pachyderms across to a safe
area failing which they msked being
roasted alive

Big fires destroyed large tracts of tor
ests in Moyar Range, including the Hi
mavad Gopalswamy Betta
Already vegetation in the large tracts

of dry deciduous section in the Bandi
pur National Park is displaying stunted

herbivorous creatures It 1s feared that
any alteration in the food chain will
have a domino effect and the entire
complex link, which has evolved m the
ecosystem, may collapse
The Forest Department officials

have pointed out that Eupatormum
odoratum, a kind of weed has spread
all over the Bandipur Tiger Reserve, ex
cept in the degraded buffer zone How
ever, this particular species has not
proliferated But the Lantana, which
was found in small patches in a few
parts of the national park, has over the
years proliferated Today, Lantana 1s
found in all ranges of Bandipur, in
cluding Kalkere Begur, Gundre, Chow
dally and Idasarahatty Lantana and
bupatouum are replacing the grass
vegetation and may pose a threat for
the fodder of the herbrvores in the
future
The Lantana 1s said to be 1esponsib-

le for crown fire that engulfs the upper
portion of trees
The growth of these weeds 1s abetted

by forest fires But, bemg bone-dry
during summer these weeds are highly
inflammable in summer and thus
compound the problem Moyar, Kam
yanapura, Bandipur, and Beerambadi
reserve forests have a long history of
forest fires on account of tall grass
which grow in these ranges Though
systematic forest fire fighting oper
ations commenced in 1874 and 1875 in
N Begur Range the results were stated
to be disappointing Sumular fire fight

ing exercises were taken up in Meti
kuppe and Kakanakote m 1878, and
again in 1888 but to no avail Large
portions of forests have burnt out m
devastating fires that break out in Ban
dipur every year except on a few occa
sions when the area receives early
rainfall

Yew

Fire management
Karnataka 1s one of the few States in

the country which has a culture of tak
ing fire fighting measures In Bandipur
as also in neighbournng Nagarahole
forests, fire watchers are deployed
along susceptible areas and local wil
lagers employed every year to put out
the fire Mobile squads are pressed into
service and fire les are drawn by
burning a strip of 10 metres width on
either side of the 'D lines" at various
locations during winte1 itself
Yet the traditional methods of fire

control now evoke scepticism with in
creasing pressure on forest resources
without a proportionate mncrease 1n al
location of funds for fire fighting oper
ations or recruiting more personnel
The Forest Department 1s woefully
short of human resources, and Bandi
pur, which 1s spread over 850 sq km,
deploys only around 12 persons to
manage each of the nine ranges

Unless the scenario changes with in
put of resources and modern fire fight
ing equipment, the animals will
continue to bear the brunt of fire while
forests will continue to degrade



research projects planned in Nagarahole on
By Our Staff floy

MADIKERI, APRIL 8. The CoorgWildlife Socie-
ty (CWS) and the College of Forestry, Pon-
nampet (CoF-P), under the University of
Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore, have sub-
mitted three research proposals to the For-
est Department here, seeking to conduct
research on forest biology and forest man-
agement plan, and take up silviculture, un-
der the World Bank-sponsored India
Eco-Development Project in the Nagara-
hole (Rajiv Gandhi) National Park.
As part of research in forest biology, a

study of the avifaunal diversity of the Nag-
arahole National Park is proposed to be
conducted at a cost of Rs. 60,000. The re-
search on forest management plan pertains
to the assessment of the effects of fire on

regeneration and soil properties, at a cost of
Rs. 50,000.
Under the third proposal, research on ec-

ological study of weeds is planned to be
taken up at a cost of Rs. 50,000. The three

projects are to be completed in three
months.
The CWS and the COF-P have jointly ini-

tiated preliminary work in this regard after

obtaining clearance from the Conservator
of Forests, Kodagu Circle, P. Anur Reddy,
recently. The Principal Investigator for the
three projects will be the Executive Vice-
President of the CWS.
The objectives of the study on avifaunal

diversity are to update the checklist of birds
in the Nagarahole National Park, and to

study the bird diversity in natural and man-
made habitats, and in management zones.
The results of the study will help lay stress
on the importance of bird-habitat manage-
ment. The effects of the conversion of for-
ests into plantations will be known, and the

findings will help formulate guidelines on
bird management.

Stratification will be done for identifica-
tion of the habitats within the zones of the

park. Bird counts will be done through the
"line transact" and "point count" methods.
As many as 10 samplings will be studied in
each habitat.
The co-Principal investigators of this

project are N.A. Prakash, C.G. Kushalappa,
both from the CoF-P, and Narasimhan of
the CWS.

Effects of fire
The research on the effects of forest fires

on regeneration and soil properties aims at

investigating the causes of periodical fires
in the park, and their effect on the regener-
ation of plants and the growth of grass. The
effect of fire on soil properties, both phys-
ical and chemical, will be analysed. The re-
sults of the study may play a vital role in

improving fire management practices in
the park. They will help understand the
causes of fire, and develop suitable fire-

fighting strategies. The results may also

help garner the attention of the Govern-
ment and the public to obtain timely assist-
ance to put out fires.
A preliminary survey will be conducted

in the park to study the extent of the area

damaged in fire, frequency of fires, causes
of repeated fires in specific areas, vulner-
able spots, and vegetations susceptible to
fire.

Factors responsible for fires, such as cli-
matic conditions, and quantity of accumu-
lation of combustible materials, will be
studied. Questionnaires will be distributed
amongg forest staff and public in the sur-

roundings, to elicit their opinions.
The co-Principal investigators of the pro-

ject are K.T. Prasanna, G.M. Devagiri, M
Mahadeva Murthy, and B.M.Thammaiah,
all from the CoF-P.

Study of weeds
The objectives of the third proposal, to

conduct an ecological study ofweeds in the

park, are to assess the dominance of exotic
weeds, identify indigenous vegetation, in-
cluding creepers, climbers, epiphytes, and
mistletoes which can pose problems; and,
study the harmful and beneficial effects of
such weeds on natural regeneration.

In some cases, species that are consid- ;

ered to be weeds may be of use in the eco-
system in which they exist.
In general, weeds are considered an im-

portant biological agent affecting the pro-
ductivity of crops. For instance, Lantana is
a major problem in plantation forestry, as it
chokes other vegetation. The co-Principal
investigators of the project are C.S.P. Patil,

the CoF-P.
A.S. Devakumar, and M.N. Ramesh, al from
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-Arrest of scribes:
. Villagers support

forest official
By Our Special Correspondent

BANGALORE, MAY 1. Residents of Nagarahole
are opposed to any action against the Dep-

uty Conservator of Forests, Annaiah,
who is

in charge of the Nagarahole National Park,
for arresting three journalists for trespass-

ing into the "core area" of the park on April
25. A group of residents led by R. Ram, who

owns the WaterWoods Resort just outside
the National Park, told The Hindu that the

DCE was fully justified in arresting the jour-
nalists and their vehicle driver. They had

not taken any permission for entering the

core area, and permission could be given
only by MrAnnaiah under the rules.

Mr. Ram, who has been running his wild-

life resort for three years, said the DCF was
known for strictly following the rules and

for the forests and wildlife. During his ten-

ure, he had curbed cattle grazing inside the

national park, which his predecessors
could not do. "Cattle inside the park can

infect the Indian Bison (gaur) with two

deadly diseases, rinderpest and foot and

mouth disease, and this action of Mr. An-
naiah will save hundreds ofwild bison," he

said.
Even resorts could take tourists inside

the national park during stipulated hours,
but not into the core area, and Mr. Annaiah

personally checked vehicles, passengers,
and their permits, Mr. Ram said.

had a reputation for protecting and caring



hinted By oh ee oa cotadete Tey

THE HINDU, Saturday, June 1, 2002f 5

By Our Staff Correspondent

MADIKERI, MAY 31. The World
Bank team, which visited the
Nagarahole (Rajiv Gandhi) Na-
tional Park recently, has indi-
cated that the Eco-development
Project sponsored by it may be

;
extended for one more year.
The project is to conclude next
month,
Confirmation is expected to

be received by a letter soon, P.
Anur Reddy, Conservator of

¢
Forests, Kodagu Circle, told The

1 Hindu.
* The World Bank team has
agreed to extend the services of
two agriculture consultants ap-
pointed by it for the project.

ject began in 1998 after a delay
for about two years. Among the
reasons for the delay was NGOs'
objection to the project on the

- grounds that its implementa-
tion would necessitate reloca-
tion of tribal people from the
park. A sum of Rs. 39.49 crore
was earmarked for the project
in the Nagarahole National
Park, which was one of the sev-
en protected regions in the

| country selected by the bank.
The other areas chosen were
Buxa in West Bengal, Palamau
in Bihar, Pench in Madhya
Pradhesh, Periyar in Kerala,
Ranthambore in Rajastan (all ti-
ger reserves), and Gir in Gujarat.
The World Bank team led by

the Senior Bio-Diversity Spe-
cialist, Kathy Mackinnon, and
Consultant toWorld Bank, Sub-
imol Roy, paid a three-day visit
to the Nagarahole National Park
from May 17, It held talks with
the eco-development council
set up under the project at Ha-
ralahalli, near Hunsur, and
spent nearly three hours inter-
acting with the members, Mr.

™ Reddy said.
The team was happy that

WB may extend
eco-project in

Nagarahole park
more womenwere participating
in the council's activities. It also
expressed satisfaction over the
activities of the eco-develop-
ment council at Chandanakere
hadi (tribal settlement), where a
majority of tribal people were
involved. The team was of the
view that additional steps
should be taken by the council
to promote income-generating
schemes.
The tribal people have been

provided with kerosene, "choo-
las", and LPG connections and
solar equipment. Mr. Reddy,
along with the Deputy Conser-
vator of Forests (Wildlife), Hun-
sur, and K.A. Kushalappa,
consultant for the project, ac-

Pro- companied the team.
The team visited the Veera-

nahosalli rehabilitation area at
Hunsur. It interacted with tribal
people, including the 45 fam-
ilies shifted recently from Ma-
denoor in Virajpet taluk of
Kodagu District. Madenoor hadi
was in the news sometime ago
for the alleged rape of a tribal
woman and her daughter by
people from a neighbouring vil-
lage.
The team was unhappy that

many research projects had not
been completed. It pointed out
that scientific papers were yet to
be submitted by individuals and
organisations.

Mr. Reddy said the World
Bank team had a meeting with
the Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests and the Principal Sec-
retary, Forests, in Bangalore on
May 20.

It also met the Secretary,
Union Ministry of Forests and
Environment, in New Delhi on
May 24.
The managers of the seven

Protected Areas covered under
the Eco-Development Project
gave a presentation on the pro-
gress made, he added.

The Eco-development
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"the forests ave completely
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look at the plight of some?
of the 'protected' areas
which are home to rare

arrest of a gang of poachers from Madhya
Pradesh has brought to the fore the sorry
state of Karnataka s protected areas Even
though the Forest department did a good job

» by nabbing a record number of 46 poachers
in one go the Incident reflects the problems
inprotecting our wildlife

Forests occupy about 32 403 square kilo-
metres (sq kms) 1n the State and about 3 75
per cent or 7 204 28 sq kms of this area has

§ been set aside as protected area (PA) under
the Centre s Wildlife Act of 1972 The State
has 26 PAs of which 21 are wildhfe sanctu

© aries (4732 10 sq kms) and five are national
parks (2472 18 sq kms) These PAs are home
to some rare and endangered species of
flora and fauna unique landscapes and has
several undiscovered hfeforms A sizeable
population of the large charismatic megafauna such as tigers elephants
and bison exist in Karnataka s
forests and hence draw peach
ers in addition to tourists

1

e4 he] Cae

a large fauna such as the tiger and elephant
Many smaller species including deer birds
squirrels hares frogs turtles otters corals
fox cats and snauls are killed to supply for
an ever increasing demand for skins bones
or body parts used in spurious medicines
ornaments exotic culinary dishes or the
fashion industry Live animals continue to
be traded for supply to zoos circuses and
for the pet trade Unlike northern States
elephants have more often fallen prey to a
poacher than tigers Karnataka

For example in June 2000 three juvenile
elephants were reportedly shot dead in the
core area of the Bandipur National Park
Two carcasses with tusks missing were first
found in the Maddur range of the park
Poaching came to light following an
exchange of fire between a gang of poachers
and forest officials The poachers however
could not be apprehended The discovery of
the third carcass was made a few das later

Methods of poaching

f

*
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Tusker (top) confiscated skins of jackals and jungle cats. (abeve)
during a combing operation
following the killing of the
earher two elephants WithThe annual worldwide trade

m legal wudlife products 1s
an estumated US $ 20 billion
and next only to narcotics
International traders having
exhausted sources elsewhere
are now exploiting third world
countriés where protection of
wudlife 1s low Sophisticated
dealers control the growing
illegal wildlife trade through
out India including Karnataka
The trade 1s not restricted to

times using dogs to separate sub adult males from a herd for
easy shooting using firearms After the elephant ts killed the
poachers very efficiently remove the tusks many a time by
hacking at the base with an axe and taking it out of the sock
et and sometimes pouring fime or acid to help soften the
basal tissues before using an axe, In many cases the trunk is
cut off first as it hampers the recovery of the tusk In some
cases in Karnataka the entire head of the elephant has been
chopped off before the tusks are retrieved Often they set fire
in the forest so that they can cut off one part of the forest from
the officiats and distract their attention

Poisonous substances
such as pesticides and
chemicals are usually
placed in carcasses of
domestic buffaloes and
cows During summer
smail forest pools are pot
soned by poachers or
depressions dug and filled

a with water for this purpose
to kill large animats Jaw
traps are used to trap ani
mals such as tigers and
leopards

Brds are caught using
nets or directly by catching
the young ones from their
nests

the price of ivory fetching
more than 300 dollars per
kilo it 1s obvious that legal
traders and poachers find
enough gain In committing
such crimes Notorious
among the poachers has been
Veerappan who 1s said to
have killed more than 100
tuskers

the international market Smaller animals
such as deer giant squirrels jungle cat fox
and snakes are killed for thermeat or skin
The skins bones and meat are sold in the
nearby shandy On Makara Sankranthi day
villagers mn the old Mysore region hunt in
groups for hares fox and cats for rituals
Similarly duringUttar festival ritual hunt
ing 1s done in Kodagu. Ritual hunting also
occurs in Bagalkot and 20 other locations 110

the State says S Sridhar of the Institute for
Natural Resources Conservation
Education andTraining (INCERT)

Regular poachers are
interested in larger animals
as it fetches a huge price in Continued on Page Il
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poaching gangs of 45 people track elephants
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AGARHOLE Na
tional Park near
Mysore 1s one of
the brightest jewels
of the Western
Ghats This park

bordered by the Bandipur and Wy
nad sanctuaries was flagged by Na
tional Geographic early this year as
an ecological treasure in its new
series on global hotspots - which
began with the Western Ghats of
India
But not all 1s well in paradise The

shocking episode of a group of
poacheis roaming through the for
est in Nagarhole in May and early
June to trap tigers has jolted the
forest administration and shaken
the numerous campaigners who
have given this park the reputation
of being one of the best protected
in the nation Ihe apparent f uth otf

conservationists in the park s secu
rity was shattered by the discoveryofa tiger wounded a steel yaw leg
trap in early June and the evidence
came from visitors who filmed the
majestic animal reportedly limp
ing Wildlife First an NGO working
vigorously to protect Karnataka s
Wildlife and Nagarhole in partic
war has sought a CBI probe into
the mcident to uncover all the links
of the poachers
Nagarhole a natural idyll lke

most of the ghats has found a place
the international consciousness

The recent Western Ghats spotlight
ofNational Geographic reached an
estimated one crore readers manyof them opinion leaders This na
tional park 1s one of the best pro
tected areas in the Western Ghats
and harbours high densities of sev
eral endangered Asian animals like
tigers leopards dholes (wild dog)
elephants and gaur among others
says Ullas Karanth Director of the
Centre for Wildhfe Studies Banga
lore which 1as been researching
the status of the tgerm Karnataka s
forests
The free run that the poachers

had just weeks ago and the initial
slow response of the Nagarhole
park staff has rung alarm bells
among wildhfe lovers nationwide
Established m 1955 on a relative

ly modest scale and expanded two
decades later to span 644 sq km
Nagarhole has become famous for
sustamed conservation efforts re
habitation of encroachers and
most important keeping its wildlife
population protected
Dr Karanth poimts out that the

high level of protection Nagar
hole has ensured that no species
has been lost through extinction re
cently Resettlement of 600 tnbal
families voluntarily with help from

Sanctuary under ti
CONSERVATION
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The elephant population in Nagarhole could be at risk if the vigil Is relaxed

the Central and Karnataka Govern
ments and motivation through
NGOs like Living Inspiration for
Tribals and Wildlife First has gone
a long way m consolidating the
habitat for all animals Most impor
tantly for the Tiger The gang of
poachers who struck in the park are
sure to turn international attention
on India s measures to protect the
Tiger but the park 1s the laboratory
for a wealth of research data on the
threatened species
The Karnataka Tiger Conserva

tion Project (KTCP) of 1998 which
received international sponsorship
marked a new point in conserva
tion efforts for Nagarhole that had
gained momentum in the 1980s
under the dynamic retired forest
ranger K M Chinnappa This con
servationist with a sterling record
of protecting forest resources
helped build a network of local ac
uvists The Centre forWildlife Stud
res in its report on the Tiger
Conservation project estimates the
number of tigers in the sample area
in Nagarhole during the year 2000
at 37 The number of tigers in the
sample area during the two
ous years was 32 and 19
The close attention that Nagar

hole has received both within the
country and internationally has
benefited it greatly The fact that
there 1s an abundance of herb
ivores like spotted and other deer in
the National Park ts a reflection of

G ANANTHAKRISHNAN
talks to expert
Dr Ullas Karanth on

the conservation efforts
at the Nagarhole
National Park

low "human predation If pro
tected effectively from human hun
ters most moist deciduous forests
m South India should have ngh
herbivore densities that they do
not is a testimony to the wide
spread impact of local poachers
adds Dr Karanth who has been the
principal investigator for the Wild
life Conservation Society (India
Programme) New York and scien
tific advisor for Wildlife First of
which K M Chinnappa 1s President
The WCS has also supported a suc
cessful community conservation
education programme the Nagar
hole Wildlife Conservation Educa
tion Proyect (NAWICOED) which in
turn has encouraged more such
education efforts These pro
grammes port to the effectrveness
of activism and a responsive Gov
trmment together conserving the
resources in various sanctuaries
and national parks
Prophetically just before the

poachers struck in Nagarhole re
cently the Centre forWildlife Stud
tes had expressed concern over the
pressure on the natural habitat
The tiger dhole and elephant
populations although secure for
the moment may be more vulner
able because of the relatively small
size of the park the centre noted
Buffetcd as it is by the recent

poaching incident Nagarhole re
mains a showcase for the wealth of
the ghats to thousands of visitors
every year
The Karnataka Forest depart

ment take visitors around a part of
the National Park in mini buses
where they come face to face with
herds of elephants roaming Bison
Malabar giant squirrel langurs
wild boar and peacocks With a ht
tle luck the tiger could grant the
visitor a glimpse The other preda
tors in this tropical mixed decid
uous torest include the panther the
wild dog (dhole) and the sloth bear
Nagarhole 1s near Hunsur 48 km

away from the Park At the Forest
Ranger s Office the visit to the park
interior begins Old photographs of
some of the game 1n the area deco
rate the modest park office where
the Range Officer sits The staff are
friendly and the entire park 1s a
photographer s delight (watchtow
er access plus charges for use of
cameras ind video/movie equip
ment) Aride in the mm bus costs a
small fee but promises the s ghting

of several birds (of which there are
a reported 270 species) and fauna
big and small
A National Park hke Nagarhole

provides an ideal environment mn
which to educate the visitor on the
importance of conservation How
ever an introduction of some value
about nature or the ecosystem of
the ghats is yet to become part of
the itinerary
Given the seriousness of the

poaching threat and the recent in
stance of poaching a session on
this issue is certamly .or For
those who stay m the rest houses
there could be a video film screen
ing on Nagarhole and its mmpor
tance The film by Shekhar Dattatri
for Discovery channel 1s perhaps
the best way to get to know the
parks importance in a single
sitting
A room in one of the forest rest

houses (permission required) like
Gangotn or Cauvery cost between
Rs 750 and Rs 1000 per day For
elgners are required to pay a highertariff While on room rates there
are private jungle resorts and lodg
es with daily rates of Rs 1 200 to Rs
2000 per person in the Kabim
area
The economics of such tours say

conservationists do notwork in the
Parks favour In fact they are a
drain on its resources creating a
deficit of over Rs 12 lakhs a year
despite the huge mcome that tours
generate for their promoters The
lack of any substantial link between
the tourist generated finances'and
the local population gives nse to re
sentment among the local settlers

something which can only be re
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medied through innovative
schemes that transfer some of the
funds for the residents
rehabilitation
Dr Karanth 1s also wary about

unbridled tourism in such an ec
ologically sensitive area while rec
ognisng the goodwill for
conservation that the high profile
fauna of the ghats generate The
focus should be on park protection
not on turning the already under
staffed forest department into a
tour operator
The primary need is to restrict

tourism to those 10 per cent who
come there for serious wildlife
viewing the rest who come to
make merry and trash the park
should be actively discouraged We
have only about one per cent of
that Jand that effectively protects
nature and this should not be turn
ed into a recreational ground like it
15 in othcr countries with 30 40 per
cent wei unde: natuial land
scapes he siys @
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Currently, the wildlife wing is
facing a 50 per cent staff short-

Poachers? arrest shows tigers still under threat
By R. Krishna Kumar

MYSORE, JUNE 11. The intricate
network of poachers and the
scale and range of their oper-
ations has been exposed by the
crackdown on a gang hailing
from Madhya Pradesh which
was preparing to poach animals
in the Nagarahole National
Park
The shocking incident also

underlines the urgency to fill
the vacancies in the Forest De-
partment and recruit watchers,
forest guards, and those per-
forming the core duty ofprotec-

conservation.

age with the existing being de-
puted for non-core duties.

Sources said it was impera-
tive to recruit young foresters
and guards. The average age of

serving personnel was more
than 45 years. Foot patrols
should be enhanced and the
personnel provided with arms
and wireless equipment.
More than 40 persons hailing

from Katni near Jabalpur in
Madhya Pradesh were arrested.
near Nagarahole National Park
on Monday A senes of raids
that followed led to the recovery
of traps and othcr equipment
used by the poachers to maim
and slaughter animals.
What is intriguing is the arriv-

al of the poachers from distant
Jabalpur in Central India and
the ease with which they en-
tered the protected national
park and snared a tiger near
Mastigudi by using a "jaw trap".
The jaw trap was sighted for

the first time in South India and
immediately sent alarm signals
pointing to a link between local

smali-time poachers and those
operating from Central and
North India. The incident also
reinforces the pessimistic view
that tigers continue to be in
trouble and the crisis facing this
endangered animal is fai from
over Though the official Census 8

figures continue to project a ro
sy picture, the ground reality 1s

frightening The official figures
show that nearly 3,750 tigers
survive in the wild, whereas ex-
perts and NNGOs working in con-
servation circles point out that
there are less than 3,000 tigers
remaining in the wild in the
country. There were nearly
1,00,000 tigers in the country at
the beginning of the 20th Cen-
tury.
The crisis stems from degrad-

ed forests, habitat destruction,
human interference in forest ar-
eas, and depleting prey base.

Poaching, which constitutes the
single greatest threat to wildlife
conservation in India, has com-
pounded this crisis. According
to sources, the global trade in.

wildlife derivatives is said to be
approximately U.S. $6 billion
and is next only to the trade in
drugs and narcotics.
Indian tigers are highly sus-

ceptible to poachers because its
organs and parts are used in tra
ditional Chinese medicine
Wildlife conservation experts
told The Hindu that one tiger
could fetch nearly Rs 15 lakh to
Rs 2 lakh in the international
market. Poaching and trade in
wildlife derivatives is fostered
by the prevailingmyth that tiger
bones have aphrodisiac proper-
ties. A kilo of tiger bones fetches
nearly $350, according to sourc-
es.
With tigers almost non-exist-

ent elsewhere, the international
network of poachers has turned
its attention on India which
harboursmore than 60 per cent
of the tiger population in the ment wa

wild. According to wildlife activ-
ists, the trade route for wildlife
derivatives passes through the,
border areas ofnorth-east India
from where they are either
smuggled to Nepal, Bhutan, or
Burma and, thence, to Chima
and the Far East, via Vietnam or
Taiwan
Though official figures are

not available on the number of
tigers poached in the country
every year, the former Field Di-
rector of Project Tiger, P.K. Sen,
had admitted that at least one
tiger was poached everyday.
The Nagarahole incident

could prove to be the tip of the
iceberg and should send alarm
bells ringing. The Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests:
(Wildlife), §.K. Chakraborthy,
told The Hindu that the process
to fill vacancies in the depart-
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CBI probe urged into
AcVv trapping of tiger

By Alladi Jayasri

BANGALORE, JUNE 24. The news of a tiger being
caught in a steel jaw trap in the forests of Nag-
arahole three weeks ago has caused consterna-
tion among wildlife activists who feel that the
State Forest Department has not come to grips
with the gravity of the situation.
Wildlife First, which has been actively involved

in wildlife conservation in Nagarahole and other
areas, has suggested that the Government initiate
an investigation by the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) into the incident.

Many cases have already been taken over by
the CBI. Recently, the Supreme Court quashed a
plea against transferring wildlife crimes to the
agency, and allowed it to investigate the case of a
huge haul of wildlife products in Khaga in Uttar
Pradesh, for the Ministry of Environment and
Forests.
The Wildlife First President, K.M.Chinnappa,

who works out of the Nagarahole National Park,
and is known for his fight against wildlife poach-
ing, contends that the handling of the tiger case
by the local forest staff leaves much to be desired.
Giving the chronology of events, Mr. Chinnap-

pa said that information about the tiger being
caught in a "professional" steel jaw trap, the kind
used by poachers, first came in on May 31. When
the forest staff were alerted, they did not spring
into action.
Wildlife activists then contacted the park war-

den who was in Bangalore, on phone, and voiced
the possibility of an organised gang of poachers
being involved.

Mr. Chinnappa and other volunteers gathered
more information on June 1, and the presence of
a group of a nomadic tribe from North India was
detected on the southern edge of the park. This
information too was passed on to the Range Offi-

cer and the Circle Inspector, but theymaintained
that no tiger was caught in a trap. However, they
conceded that there were chances of a tiger being
injured by some thorns.

On June 3, a video clip of the trapped tiger was
shown by television news channels, and when
the Wildlife First confronted the forest staff, the
news reports were dismissed as "bogus." But to
their relief, the ChiefWildlife Warden, S.K.Chak-
rabarty, happened to see the news clips and
rushed to Nagarahole along with the Director of
Project Tiger, who came down from New Delhi.
The search for the injured tiger began only on

June 5, and the animal was found a day later, but
even then no attempt was made to find the
culprits.

A search to find jaw traps laid by suspected
poachers was launched on June 7, a week after
the first alert, and a solitary trap was found inside
the park the next day, and it was only at this point
that the leads given by the Wildlife First was fol-
lowed up.
By then, the gang had ample time to scatter

and pan out to the northern part of the forest.
Some members of the gang were finally appre-
hended on June 10, and more traps, spears, and
other "equipment" were seized.
With a large sum of cash also being recovered

from them, Mr. Chinnappa and the Wildlife First
member, Praveen Bhargav, feel that this could
mean that this gang is linked to major wildlife
trafficking rings in other parts of the country.
And more alarmingly, the gang could have

used local gangs and illegal networks to facilitate
their operations, only one of which has come to
light now.
Considering that the international wildlife

trade is estimated at $ 5 billion annually, it was
time the Forest Department investigated this in-
cident more vigorously, Mr. Chinnappa said.
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Nagarholepoachers'
By VinayMapuav

Bangalore, June 3 \ he ith,
male tiger was found caught in

Pap neu Jad
gle Lodges and Resorts WLR, un
Nagarhole National Park

the tiger and the video clips cle
arly showed the jaw trap hang-

potadt wu
est staff are now on a frantic sea-rh + Pe woneded toy ou

whuh has disappeared into the

organised poaching on the lines
prevalent in the forests of North

Des Mut wo ebtiy mito
Kam™ataka also
Rady S used retal

cables to lay snares to catch
deer, sambhar and other

'itis a disturbing

on its front foct Nep-
artment sources sad Foal

Ttjer other 16 as for
est bad sighted the
same tiger.
At first, Forest staff said the ti-

ger was limping because of a
thore ts foot) However
many tourists had videotaped

Ture cos said
Thus not the turstme that a

big carnivore has been trapped
in Karnataka's forests. How-
ever this is the first instance of
. jue bap used whcn
has raised doubts as to whether

We fe bi lenust Uvas kaa
nth, who watched a video clipp-
ing of the tiger, has confirmed
that the predator was stuck in a
jaw tran "Tt a Fig +jgee
and . Lad @ Jaw trap on its leg,
It is-a disturbing development The trapped tiger at Nagarahole

as prior to this, we had hardly
across jaw traps in South

India," Karanth said.
The trap is usually five to six
in weight and it would be

firmly stuck into the ground. I
fre] that the tiger has managed

'

to pull cut the trap," Karanth

'It ss high tume that we conce-
ntrate on this problem (of poach-
ing) as it is still in its initial .

Stages.
"There is a severe shortage of

Furest uc lower levels,
which has to be addressed urge-
ntly.
"Otherwise, if it is the handi-

work oforganised gangs, the wil-
dlife in the park will be at risk,"
Karanth added.

0

Tiger found w th trap on front paw; lust forb gge draws killers to Karnataka forests

tourists om a satart ino development as prior to this, elit altldl juWw t ap-a
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A felinewhich
Express News Service

Mysore, June 7: The
wounded tiger, which was
rescued on Thursday from
Nagarahole forests, was ope-
rated upon by a team of vet-
erinarians in Mysore Zoo.
The adult male tiger,

whit vi ped tora
Mass}: omer at on

last . 1 Reus
has been shifted to the zou
for treatment.

The tiger was visibly in
pain with the left fore paw
almost in shreds, Its paw
had got caught in a trap pla-
nted by poachers in the for-
est.
The operation was

carried out by Dr Khadri,
Dr Valandikar and Dr Sha-
dakshya and lasted for
nearly an hour.

Nicknamed Tiger
Masthi, the carnivore was
sedated for nearly 45 mmu
tes
It may be recalled that a

wounded tiger with a jaw
trap on its leg had been
secn and photographed by
some tuurists at Nagarah
ole

All efforts by forest offi-
cials to locate it had failed.
The tiger was finally fo-

und in a shallow cave in
Mastigudi area. It required

Tiger 'Masthi' gets operated upon
ored round-the-clock and

.
antibiotics and vitamin sup-
plements would be adminis-
tered, Khadri said.
Constructive surgery wil!

be done on Tuesday.
Amputation of the infe-

cted leg has to be done."
said Valandikar

yt

Vis rsp t

tot F ad

that after Tuesday's surg
ery, follow up treatment
would be continued for ano-
ther three weeks.
Before the operation, the

tiger was bathed and its leg
disinfected.

Unable to adjust to the
new environment, the tiger
had turned hostile. It was
seen roaring and trying to
attack people.
Earlier, the Conservator

of Forests (Wildlife) Ravi
Ralph and CCF Anur Redd
visited the zoo

Directo. of the zoo
Pushkar, said the tiger
would be kept in the zoo till
rt recovered
He sald that after recover

ing completely, 1t would be
shifted tu the Rescue
Centre of the Bannerghatta
National Park.
Ravi Ralph said efforts

would be made to locate the
jaw trap.

taught forestmen
whatpatience is

Express News Service

June
rey ae

1 foqt we al
ger in Nagarahole Park
The elusive tiger, which

had the forest officials on
their toes, was finally trap-
ped by forest officials on
Thursday in Masthigudi
area of Nagarahole Natio-
nal Park.
The week-long search

concluded when the fe-
line, nicknamed 'Tiger
Masthi', was sighted at
around 10 am on Thurs-
day The clever beast had
obviously chosen its hid
ing place well - a shallow
cave, 10 feet long and two
fect wide with close pro-
sumuty toa water hole
Jaw traps are commo

nly used by poachers to
trap wild boars But the
fact that a Tiger was trap-

ped in it forced the offic-
jals ta eit and take nq

hay iy oft

t re
el eet ole

ained elusive and when it
was rescued from the
woods, its paw' was found 4
badly hurt with part of it
in shreds. A massive ope--
ration was launched with
the help of pachyderms
and tribals. '4

However, the animal,,
which refused to budge
from the cave, was forced"
out by digging a hole atop,
the cave through which
water was poureddown *

The operation lasted for.
several hours and when
the animal came out fina-
lly, all those imvolved
heaved a sigh of trehef.
However, on close exami-
nation the forepaw of the
majestic cat had been mn}
ured badly.

nearly 150 officials and 10
He said forest staf would

supportive treatment," said trap Finding the trap will
help ts catch the poachers,

u eee geaneneenereeroreeeneays
t (me toe te + yh.
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Scribes 'waylaid' by jumbo;
smugglers seen in the 'act'

DH News Service

HUNSUR (MYSORE DT)
Karnataka Chief Conservator of
Forests (Protection and
Maintenance) Vedanth today con-
fir med that smugglers had cut fall
en trees of sandalwood and teak in
Nagarahole forest.

Speaking to reporters here after
Inspecting the Vee.ana Hosahall 45forest in Nagarahale division fol-

lowing media reports that san
daiwood and teak trees had been
smuggled, Mr Vedanth said,
"Trees had been cut, and san-
dalwood trees had been smuggled
in this reserved forest. The rift be-
tween the people residing on the
forest periphery and the forest
staff could be the reason for the in-
cident."

"Though the Forest Act says
that fallen trees should not be re-
moved from the forest, the de-

partment could not take strict
measure in this regard," he said.

Replying to a query, he said
many posts in the forest de-

partment were vacant, especially
forest watchers, guards. "Because
of this, we are facing problems in
the protection of forest wealth," he
observed.

'Tt is difficult for a guard to
man 5,000 acres of forest land," he
said, adding that efforts were on to

appoint them. "It is also being ex-

DH PHOTO

A team of journalists and forest officials inspecting the remains
of the cut sandalwood trees during their visit Nagarhole forests

on Thursday.
amined whether the forest guards
and the smugglers have any
nexus," he replied to a query.

Meanwhile, when the group of
journalists from Hunsur were
taken inside the forest of
Jaladahalli by walk, three smug-
glers were in the act of trans-
porting chopped teak logs from the
forest. Efforts by the forest author-
ities to nab them turned futile as
they escaped in the dense jungle.

Another surprise was waiting
for the group when it approached
Madahalli Road in the forest

region. A female elephant and its
calf attacked the ggroup. Panic-
stricken members, including
forest staff, ran helter-skelter.
Some climbed the trees, some hid
behind the bush.

However, forest official
Jaishankar could not run fast and
stumbled in the middle. Sensing
trouble, Chief Conservator of
Forest Vedanth fired two rounds in
the air and the elephant and the
calf ran into the forest. The jour-
nalists' group, with the memorable
experience, safely returned home.
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Stumps of trees that we
of the Nagarahole National Park.

Tree felling in Nagarahole
riles wildlife groups

By Alladi Jayasri

BANGALORE, AUG. 28. Wildlife
groups in Bangalore and those
working in Nagarahole National
Park are livid over the discovery
of large-scale tree felling within
the national park, in which over
500 stumps of sandalwood and
teak, the remnants ofvandalisa-
tion, have been found by a fact-
finding team that went there on
August 23.
Wildlife First and LIFT (Living

Inspiration for Tribals) say that
the Forest Department has
done little to contain illegal tim-
ber felling in the forests despite
evidence of several incidents
coming to light in the area
frequently.
Areas such as Gundanapaare,

Honaganakatte, Dayadakatte,
Betallakatte, Hosakarekatte in
the Veeranahosahalli Range are
where the culprits strike, Wild-
life First's K.M.Chinnappa said.
In fact, the latest incident is re-
garded as a sequel to the one
two years ago when large-scale
timber felling and transporta-
tion took place in Kallahalla and
DB Kuppe ranges.

Mr. Chinnappa said that al-
though a vigilance inquiry was
conducted at that time, no ac-
tion was taken to bring the cul-
prits to book.

Forest Department sources
told The Hindu here that when
the Chief Conservator of For-
ests, Vedanth, visited Nagara-
hole on August 15, efforts were
made to trivialise the magni-
tude of tree felling.

It was only after LIFT's P.M.
Muthanna and a few tribal peo-
ple were assured by the Minis-
ter for Forests, K.H.Ranganath,
that a fact-finding team, com-
prising Mr. Vedanth, the Con-
servator of Forests,
M.N.Jayakumar, and the DCE,
Mobile Squad, Ananda Gowda,
visited the park on August 23.
Official sources admitted that

protection in the park had been
rather slack, and cited the oft-
repeated explanation of Jack of
manpower and shortage of pro-
tection gear as the reasons.
However, Mr. Chinnappa

said: "This is only the tip of the
iceberg." The team was yet té-
visit areas in the Anechowkur,
the Metikuppe, and the DB
Kuppe ranges, apart from the
Birunani area of Brahmagiri
Wildlife Sanctuary, where sever-
al hundred trees had been
felled, and the area cleared as if
cultivation of some illegal crops
was intended to be undertaken
there.
Wildlife First, which recently

exposed the incident of a tiger

that was injured by a steel jaw
trap, alleges that the officials
have not followed up on any of
the leads that the local tribal
people or wildlife groups
working in conservation gave
them.
The Vice-President of LIFT,

Thamoo Poovaiah, even goes so
far as to say that the coming of
the Rs. 38-croreWorld Bank Eco
Development Project four years
ago to put in place a protection
system, had actually served to
"distract" the officials from the
task for which they are employ-
ed in the first place.

"It distracted them from the
core protection duties and di-
verted their attention to the pe-
ripheral eco-development
activities outside the park," Mr.
Poovaiah said.
Giving the breakdown on ex-

penditure on protection and
mhaintenanee; he said that-the .

establishment costs were Rs. 1

crore, but the World Bank pro-
ject pumped in Rs. 8 crore, and
there had been very little to
show for it.
Wildlife groups have been

working with the Forest Depart-
ment in improving the working
conditions of the forest staff,
motivating and making them
stakeholders in the protection
of the park.
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Rowover sandalwood smuggling |inNagarahole
Express News Service

Mysore, July 23 The alle
ged smuggling of sandalw
ood from Nagarahole Natiu
nal Park has kicked up a
row with forest officials hol
ding the tribals of Hemmige
settlement responsible for
1

Illegal felling of sandal
wood at Veeranahosalli for

vas exposed
when visitors TOOK: pictures
of logs and stumps Howe
ver when the smuggling
went unhindered, tribals
from a settlement were
booked for colluding with
the smugglers

Tt mav he recalled that a
Ba valor based g imtsal
1on had highlighted the
égal felling of sandalwood
from the Nagarhole Natio
nal Park
However when Natargj,

a news photographer publi
shed pictures of logs and The remains of sandalwood tree which was felled inside Nagarahole forest

sandalwood stumps allege
dly felled at the National
Park area the concerned
forest official 1s said to
have threatened the photog
rapher
The torest officials had

even threatened to register
a case and initiate action
against the photographer
for entering the forest area
while refusing to reveal the
nature of action against the
smugglers
Meanwhile Budakattu

Krishikara Sangha has
charged the forest officials
of making false cases of
smuggling against tribals of
Hemmiuge settlement
In a complaint to the DFO

(Regular) they have
charged forest officials Kar
yappa, Arjun,
and Pasha of picking up
three tribals from their res
ettlement and foisting false
char ges of sandalwood smu
ggling

?
é
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Nagarahole: ForestDepartment team
_stumbles across timber smugglers
By Vinay Manxav

Bangalore, Aug 29: It's off:
icial now: The Nagarahole
National Park -- spread
around Kodagu and Myscre
districts -- has been ravaged
by large scale timber smug-
gling. That's what a fact-fin-
ding team of the Forest Dep-

' artment stumbled upon dur-
ing a recent foray, ordered

, by ForestMinister K H Ran-
'ganath,

During a tour to Gundana-
paare, Honaganakatte, Day-
adakatte, Betalakatte and
Hosakarekette on Aug 23,
the team found over 500 stu-

mps of teak and sanddl
trees and even came face-to-

; face with a gang of timber
smugglers, who managed to

escape. Apparently, the
: trees were being felled and
transported just 3-5 kms
from the Veeranahosalli for-
est range office.
- The fact-finding team
comprised of Chief Conser-
vator of Forests (CCF) C §
Vedanth, Conservator of
Forests M N Jayakumar
and Deputy Conservator of
Forests (mobile squad)
Anand Gowda. They were
assisted by P M Muthanna,
convener of Living Inspira-
tion For Tribals (LIFT) and
some local tribals.

Nagarahole has been in
the news for quite some
time now with allegations
flying around about illegal
timber felling, elephant poa-
ching and clearing of land
for 'ganja' cultivation in
Brahmagiri Then there
was the recent case of the
north Indian style 'jaw tra-
pping' of a male tiger, follo-
wing which the Farest Min-
ister set up the fact-finding
team.
According to LIFT Vice

President Thamoo Pooviah,
the tree stumps did not
bear any 'hammer marks'
or numbering, which would
have been done if the For-

est Department had come
across these FOCs -- Forest
Offence Cases. "This shows
that patrolling has come to
a standstill in the park," he
added.
President of Wildlife

First K M Chinnappa said,
"This is just tip of the iceb-

erg. The committee still has
to visit areas in Anechow-
kur, DB Kuppe, Metikuppe
and Birunani area of Brah-
magiri Wildlife Sanctuary,
where several hundreed
trees have been felled and
patches of forests cleared
for cultivation.
Thamoo blamed the

World Bank-aided Eco Dev-

elopment project for distrac-
tion of officials from the
core duty of protection.
"While the park's establish-
ment cost per year is little
over Rs 1 Crore, Rs 38 crore
has been pumped in during
the last four years for the
project. Now this . money
has proved counterproduct-
ive," he added.
. Thamoo charged that For-
est officials were now targ-
eting tribals, NGOs and the

Press, who helped the fact-
finding tea "An Assist-
ant Conservator of Forests
(ACF) was taking down det-
ails of those who helped the
team, including the ident-
ity of tribals. Such fact-find-
ing missions will fail to de-
ter officials from colluding
with the offenders, unless
strong action is initiated
against officials involved,"
Thamoo added.
When.contacted the Chief

Wildlife Warden S K Chakr-
abarti admitted that he had
heard about the incident
when the fact-finding team
confronted .some people
sawing trees in the forest.
"There seems to be some
Joose ends in the story. But
everything will be revea-
led. once the CCF gives his
final report,' Chakrabarti
said.

'Control access
Bangalore: Every time the media highlights mstances
of illegal deforestation, the Forest Department accuses
it of exaggeration. In June, when a tiger was found with
a jaw trap' on its leg at Kakanakote, the Department
took three days to react, till the issue hit the headlines
After this incident, 42 tribals from Madhya Pradesh
were arrested, who were released on bail. Now they
have all disappeared.
Soon after the incident, the Hunsur Deputy Conser-

vator of Forests issued a circular asking forest staff to
beef up protection. work, "Time has come to exercise
control on. everyone entering the park to monitor the

activities of poachers. In the name of NGOs, research,
tourists or VIPs, people would directly or indirectly
fake advantage in the name of wildlife research or

tribal development, which has to be stopped," the circu
Jar reads ENS



Nagarahole in news for wrong reasons
By Joseph Hoover
DH News Service

BANGALORE Aug 29
Until recently the Nagarahole
National Park was talked about
as a wildlife sanctdary with the
highest density of angulates and
carnivores, the majestic tiger
being the cynosure But today it
finds itself m the news for all the
wrong reasons A tusker goes
down every three months Teak
and sandalwood trees are felled
and transported out of the park
every week Protection, as NGOs
lament, exists just in name,
despite the Forest Department
having sufficient staff to patrol
the park

"In the past officials would
cite lack of personnel and equip
ment weapons, ¥ uc ess sits
for any lapse mm protection Today
there are ample foresters, guards
and trackers to man the park So
they cannot give an excuse for the
recent incidents of poaching and
smuggling," said K M Chinnappa,
President. Wildlife First

On their part forest offic

argue that the Supreme Court
order (based on the interlocutory
application (No 548) of 2000 in
writ petition 202 of 1995)
restraining State governments

from ordering removal ot dad
diseased, dying or wind fallen
trees drift wood and erasses from
National Paiks or Game sanctu
aries" has given an open invita
tion to unscrupulous elements to
loot national wealth

This does not hold water with
NGOs ' This 1s an absurd excuse
Whether the tree 1s dead o falien
jt nas to be protected by the staff
They have been paid for this job "

saidMr Chimnappa
One of the reasons for the

lapses protection over the last
four years could be ascribed to
the Rs 38crore World Bank Eco
Development project The funds
were provided to do away with
the man animal conflict by mov
ing forest settlers to the periwh
ery of the forest, thereby improv
ing the protection mechanism
the parks

'But what it has actually done
is distract the officials from their
core protection duties and divert
their attention to the peripheral
eco-development activities in vil
Jages outside the park' rued
Thammoo Pooviah vice presi
dent Living Inspiration for
Tribals (LIFT)

As recent happenings show,

be

tribals thatmore than 500mature

and smuggled..." from the'
Veeranahosahalli Range of the"

Chief Conservator of Forests *

C § Vedanth, Conservator of j
Forests M N Jayakumar and
Deputy Conservator of Forests,
Mobile Squad, Anand Gowda had 1

inspected Gundanapaare, *
Honaganakatte, Dayadakatte,™"
Betalakatte and Hosakarekatte to *

assess the damage wreaked by
According 'to a forest officer, 534

the team distinctly heard wood')
being chopped m a nearby thick. "
et. But by the time wewent to the
spot, the smugglers had taken to +
their heels," said the official. If is
on record with the Department. ' >

Lhis just the tip of the ice
berg 'fhe authorities are yet
visit areas in the Anechowkur™
DB Kuppe, Mettikuppe, Burunani *
and the Bramhagiri Wildlife '

dred trees have been felled and
forests cleared to cultivate ganja

ong lie @ ms hfe in this
region, I can confidently say that
protection has never been so lax
m Nagarahole," emphasised Mr,
Chinnappa, who as Range Forest 8

Officer had guarded the park';
with great care

anism lose it perspective?
According to LIFT s Muthana,
smuggling has been rampant in *

* Nagarahole over the last three *

years but has gained momentum
in the last 12 months '

All that remains of a teak tree Nagarahole More than 500
such stumps were inspected by the fact finding team appointed

py the forest mimster, 1

the park has become a veritable
hunting ground for organised
gangs to indulge mn poaching and
smuggling That a tiger (in its
prime) was snared in a steel jaw
trap, four tuskers were poached
and trees were felled and trans
ported right under the nose of the

department indicates that protec-
tion has not been given due
importance

Only last week, a three-mem-
ber fact finding team, constituted
at the insistence of Forest
Mumuister K E Ranganath,
endorsed claims by NGOs and

had dug up a saw pit barely 100
°

Department has turned 'a blind'
eye to the goings-on, despite
being rocked by large scale smug
gling of trees the past In one
imstance late 1999, teak worth
Rs 25 lakh was felled in
the Kolangere section of the
Kallahalla range The sriugglers

metres from the patrol route to
trim the felled trees intobillets to
be transported as head loads
Though a vigilance department,
headed by chief conservator of
forests, probed the matter, no one
has been booked ag yet r

Considering that smuggling
and poaching are common inci-
dents Nagarhole these days
and that inept officials have ruled
the roost, NGQs have pleaded
with the ForestMinister to repri
mand callous officials before
Nagarahole goes the Bandipur
way
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Nagarhole National Park *

the gang

Sanctuary where several hun

When did the protectionmech.
¥

'I have evidence...'
BANGALORE Aug 29 (DHNS)
iven this morning around 40 men belonging to a smuggling net
work entered the core area according to Mr K M Chinnappa 'I
have evidence to substantiate that a huge group of men entered
the park and felled trees I have informed forest officials inMysore
about 1t providing them with the specific location,' said Mr
Chinnappa

Conservator of Forests, MrM N Jayakumar agreed that he had
been sounded out by Mr Chinnappa I was told about it But he
has asked me to wait until he locates where the wood has been
transported to saidMr Jayakumar



By Alladi Jayasri

BANGALORE, DEC. 31. Hunting in
protected areas by local com-
munities continues to be the
biggest threat to Indian wildlife,
and the poor understanding of
its nature, extent, and impacts
on wildlife has only taken large
mammals closer to the brink of
extinction, according to the
wildlife biologists, K. Ullas Ka-
ranth, and M.D. Madhusudhan.

In a report published earlier
this year in Ambio, a journal of
the human environment, pub-
lished by the Royal Swedish A-
cademy of Sciences, Dr.
Karanth and his colleague have
discussed the case studies of
Kudremukh and Nagarahole
national parks.
The survey, conducted dur-

ing 1996-97 as part of a larger
exercise to evolve a programme
of protection and conservation
with people's involvement. and
has since been put im place,
found that in Kudremukh, at
least 26 species of mammals
were hunted mostly with guns,
at an estimated intensity of 216
hynter-days amonthper village
(surrounding the forest area).
"We had detailed interviews

with retired and active hunters,
and studied the hunting pat
terns described by them and
our data underscore the impor-
tance of preservationist pro-
grammes in the conservation of
largemammals in the context of
extensive local hunting," Dr.
Karanth told The Hindu.
In Kudremukh, the survey

was conducted on the western
fringes with evergreen
vegetation.
At least 32 species of mam-

mals with less than 0.5 kg. body
mass occur here, and include
the highly endangered lion-
tailed macaque. The park is sur-
rounded by 88 villages with an
estimated 2.8 lakh population.
Another 98 small hamlets are
located within the park. The
ethnic composition of the vil-
lages is diverse with Bunts, Bil- mammals in his lifetime. Seven-
lavas, Vokkaligas, Brahmins,
and Muslims, apart from tribes
such as Malekudiya and Mugge-
Ta.

During the survey, the em-
phasis was on obtaining infor-
mation related to the intensity
of hunting, and describing pat-
terns of hunting- hunter-prey
choice, techniques, and the in-
fluence ot socio cultural factors
in driving the actrvity.

"Since hunting in India is for-
bidden under law. we were es
sentially probing an illicit
activity that people were gener-
ally averse to discuss," Dr Ka
ranth said, and to assess the
willingness of the villagers to di-
vulge information, they carried
out a pilot survey before
launching the actual study.
On the basis of the pilot sur-

vey they chose three widely
separated village enclaves bor-
dering the forests, Kadirudyaav-
ara, Maala, and Thingale, where
they believed that it would be
fairly easy to gather and verify
information on hunting. After
many covert and overt over-

'Hunting is the biggest
threat to wildlife'

tures, and much coaxing, they
were able to interview 49 active
and 19 retired hunters, apart
from several neutral inform-
ants.
The statements from the tes-

timonies were randomly cross-
checked among the
respondents, and dubious data
was discarded.
The results were quite dis-

turbing- on an average, a hun-
ter hunted 18 species of

ty-eight per cent of the hunters
ranked the chevrotain as the
species they had hunted the
most, followed by the common
langur (60 per cent) and Giant
Indian Squirrel (50 per cent).
About 75 per cent of all the

hunters reported a general de-
cline in the abundance of large
mamunals in the region. and the
scientists were able to establish
a significant relationship be-
tween the perceived rarity of a
species and the rate at which t
was hunted locally.
The hunters used locally

crafted muzzle loadmg guns,
while some used snares to hunt
ungulates like pigs.
Those who did not own guns

borrowed them. Most hunters
admitted that they hunted for
food although 48 per cent of
them said that thrill was a factor
too.

None of the 62 interviews re-
ported encounters with the en-
forcement staff, and 40 per cent
of them even admitted that they
received assistance in their
hunting activities. i
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By Alladi Jayasri

BANGALORE, JAN 14 Tough days
are ahead for the demzens of
the NagaraholeWildlife Sanctu
ary Even before winter has
yielded to summer, silt filled
tanks with parched beds and
dred up streams aie
up the forests
The wildlife conservation

group, Institute for Nature Con
servation, Education Research
and Traming (INCERT), which
visited Nagarahole last week,
has returned with photographs
of a dead bison, and other ani
mals that have given up at
tempts to look for water

'If this is the situation now
what can we expect to see in
summer There is no water
anywhere nearby within a radi
us of 20 km, says S Sridhar of
INCERT
The carcass of the bison was

found a week ago near Kunda-
nur village in the Mathigodu
Range Forest, about 8 km from
Bulenahosahalli The activists
also found a tank, which was
"reyuvenated' under a World

+ Bank aided project, covered
with silt

Sandalwood smuggling
Sandalwood trees are being

felled and billets traded at Rs
300 a kg in the sanctuary, ac

The carcass of a bison which was found In the Mathigodu Range Forest.

cording to INCERT At Banaw
arakere Balekatte,
Chandanaginkadu, and Alurka
du next to the RFO quarters,
sandalwood trees are being cut
and the billets smuggled out
The billets are packed in poly
thene bags and sold openly m
Panchavalli, Hanugoodu
BR Kaval, and Hemmigegow
dikere The dealers come from
Mysore to take away the billets
They have remodelled their

ater shortage hits denizens of Nagarahole

scooters to accommodate the
billets The petrol tank 1s altered
to accommodate a little glove
compartment where they hide
the booty and nde back to
Mysore

Mr Sndhar says that he has
noted down the registration
numbers of such scooters and
passed them on to the Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests for
action The INCERT 1s critical of
many forest officials who are

RG

Lnde" ane

prone to their hobby when on
duty Many of them have made
it to record books and won
awards for wildhfe photography
While it 1s an engaging hobby

lettmg crimmals get away with
sandalwood smuggling and not
showing interest in the welfare
of wild animals that could die
before the onset of summer due
to lack of water 1s not what 1s

expected from them, Mr Sndhar
says

rd
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/Numbers
of large mammals dwindling'

BANGALORE, JAN. 1. NagarholeNational Park, like most pro-tected areas, is a happy hunting
ground for local communities,
and six of the nine focal speciesof large mammals are dwindlingin numbers at the heavily hunt-
ed site. Poor enforcement capa-
bilities, brazen flouting of the
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972,
which bans all hunting, and
many socio-cultural factors
contribute to the thinning of
populations, according to wild-
life biologists, K.Ullas Karanth
and M.D.Madhusudhan.
Astudy published inAmbio, a

human environment journal
published by the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences, compris-
es a survey of two patches of
moist forest, Nalkeri and Arkeri,
each about 70 sq km in area, but
with vastly different pressure of
hunting, conducted by the two
wildlife biologists.

va, Kuruba, Yerava, Vokkaliga
and Moplah communities hunt
in the forests of Nagarhole. The
researchers found that in Arkeri,
the pressures of hunting have
been consistently higher over
the past three decades. "This is
chiefly because until a few years
ago, it lacked a wildlife protec-
tion staff invested with the ex-
clusive responsibility of
controlling hunting,' Dr. Ka-
ranth says.

Besides, Arkeri offered better
access to, and therefore, created
a greater demand. from local
meat markets, and showed
higher levels of hunting as com-
pared to Nalkeri.
Systematic line transect sur-

veys (a system of walking the
forests in straight lines in differ-
ent directions, and estimating
the number of prey animais
such as ungulates, and small
mammals, and working out the
predator-prey ratio, which indi-

conducted simultaneously in
Nalkeri and Arkeri, over a sam-
pling area of 599 km. The line
transect helped estimate the
abundance of nine species of
mammals, the Indian Giant
Squirrel, Bonnet Macaque,
Common Langur, Barking Deer,
Wild Pig, Chital, Sambar, Gaur,
and the Asian Elephant.
Estimates by the local hun-

ters and informants indicated
that hunting inArkeri was about
three times as intense as in
Nalkeri.

As many as 16 of the 29 mam-
mal species of weight over 1 kgin Nagarhole were regularly
hunted. Shotguns were the
most popular weapons, but
tribal hunters were known to
use at least. eight traditional
techniques to hunt large
mammals.
The Giant Squirrel, Bonnet

Macaque, Langur, Chital and
Wild Pig and Gaur are the six

ing at an alarming rate in Arkeri.
As for the Muntjac and Sambar,
both were equally in demand in
Nalkeri and Arkeri, while the
elephant is the only species oc-
curring at a significantly higher
density even in Arkeri.

Patterns of hunting at Nagar-
hole differed from that of Ku-
dremukh National Park, where
hunters mainly catered to the
local wild meat consumption.In Arkeri, some hunters "spe-cialise" in exclusive supply of
wild meat to eateries in nearby
towns, and sometimes in neigh-
bouring Kerala.
Dr. Karanth's survey and its

outcome is the prelude to the
drafting of a conservation pro-
gramme with a "preservation- .ist" approach, towards a
socially acceptable, econom-
ically equitable, and morally
agreeable ways of minimising '

hunting pressures on large
mammals.

By Alladi Jayasri Local people from the Koda cates the health of a forest) were species whose density is lower-



\ /osResidents sceptical about
brigand's presence in Nagarahole

By K. Satyamurty

BANGALORE, FEB. 9. Residents of the area sur-
rounding the Nagarahole National Park are scep-
tical about the presence of Veerappan and his
gang in the park. They are also anxious about the and escape routes."
fall-out on the tourism business as a result of
rumours.
They find no reason to believe the initial re-

ports that the jeep driver of a forest official saw
'Veerappan and his men crossing the road in the
forest for several reasons. "No outlaw with a price
on his head will cross the road when a vehicle is
approaching, knowing it could be filled with
armed policemen. In a forest, the sound of an
approaching vehicle can be heard from miles
away, and the reaction of the gang will be to take
cover." This is the reaction of some persons run-
ning wildlife resorts in the area, who know the
topography well.

R. Ram, owner ofWaterwoods, a private resort
outside the park, says "Veerappan is not,a fool to
venture out having survived manhunts for so
many years. He is not known to have operated

anytime recently in Nagarahole, which is a flat
plain where he can be easily caught unlike in the
hilly terrain. It is not a good hideout for outlaws
unlike the Satyamangalam-Dimbum forests with
steep hills and valleys which provide good cover

Other resort owners and their staff also scoff at
the idea that Veerappan is out to kidnap foreign
tourists as reported.
They point out that he can be easily caught

with his captives before escaping to a safer place.
Within 10 km. to the North of where he is said to
be now, the highway to Kodagu passes and it can
be tightly patrolled. To the West is the border
with Wynad in Kerala, and to the East are pop-
ulated areas. To the South there is a river, which
Veerappan will have to cross with his captives on
a boat. "The logistics involved defy logic," the
resort Owners say.
While admitting that the jeep driver could have

sighted some poachers, residents around Nag-
arahole are worried that rumours about Veerap-
pan's presence will affect business and keep away
tourists.
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No tension in Nagarahole
following rumours on brigand
By Our Staff Correspondent

MADIKERI, FEB. 9. Whether Vee-
rappan and his men have en-
tered the Nagarahole National
Park or not, the brigand is still
wanted here in connection with
two cases registered against him
and the gang, including the
murder of a forest watcher at
Devamachi in the Thithimathi
Forest Range of the park, in Ko-
dagu in 1983.
Veerappan, his brother, Ma-

dayya, and other members of
the gang were involved in the
killing of five elephants in the
Arekere Reserve Forest at Deva-
machi village.
The forest watcher,

K.M.Prithvi, who rushed to the
spot where the gang killed an
elephant, died in an encounter
with the gang.

On August 27, 1983, a crimi-
nal case was formally registered
at the Thithimathi police out-
post by K.S.Madappa, then a
forester. Later, the cases were
transferred to the Ponnampet
Police Station.
The involvement of Veerap-

pan came to light when Maday-
ya and his associate,
Kolandepayyan, were arrested
by Satyamangalam police on
May 25, 1986, at Kollegal.
They were stated to have con-

fessed that they were involved

in the murder of Prithvi and
poaching elephants at Devama-
chi in 1983. They were brought
from Satyamangalam to the
Ponnampet Police Station
where Madayya is said to have
confirmed the involvement of
the gang in the murder of the
forest watcher and poaching
elephants.
Meanwhile, high alert sound-

ed since Friday in and around
the park following rumours that
Veerappan and his gang had en-
tered Nagarahole remains. The
STF, Police, and Forest person-
nel found no clue of the outlaw
and his men in the park.

Ravindrakumas, Nagarahole
Range Forest Officer, told The
Hindu on Sunday that there was
no tension in the park area in
Kodagu.
The movement of tourists

had not been affected. A team of
policemen was in the park, he
added.
Meanwhile, sources in

Hunsur Division confirmed that
combing operations were on at
D.B.Kuppe, Antarasante, Balle
Elephant Camp, and Kakana-
kote areas.
The State STF chief, Jyotipra-

kash Mirji, is reported to have
reached the park today.
Police sources at Kutta and

Srimangala police stations in
Virajpet taluk of Kodagu, which

are located close to the park,
said there was no cause for wor--
ry. They did not receive instruc-
tions from their higher ups in
Kodagu to keep extra vigil fol-
lowing the developments,
sources added.



Lokayukata raids
Nagarhole forest range

By Our Staff Correspondent

MYSORE, FEB. 15. The Lokayukta
today raided the Nagarhole
forest areas near here, and
stumbled upon evidence of
timber smuggling and
misappropriation of funds in
the Rs. 36-crore Eco-
Development Project.

During his nearly six km.
trek deep inside the reserved
forest areas of Veerahosahalli
in the Nagarhole range, the
Lokayukta, Justice
Venkatachala, found stumps of
full-grown teak at several
places. Neatly chopped logs of
wood, meant for doors and
windows of houses, were also
recovered from a few places
inside the forest area.
The Deputy Conservator of

Forests (Hunsur Division),
Annaiah, under whose
jurisdiction the forests fall,
tried to defend himself by
initially claiming that he had
been "framed" by vested
interests. Later, he said that
the poor strength of the Forest
Department was the cause to

prevent smuggling.
Mr. Venkatachala countered

Mr. Annaiah's defence by
pinning the blame for the
smuggling of timber worth
crores of rupees on the Forest
Department officials.
An angry Lokayukta later

told accompanying
presspersons that timber

smuggling from the reserved
forest areas had taken place
on account of the Forest
Department's "irresponsibility"
and "official negligence."
That most of the timber had

been smuggled from forest
areas, which were deep inside
and not on the periphery,
indicated "official collusion,"
Mr. Justice Venkatachala said.
The Lokayukta's team,

comprising the
superintendents, Riyaz and
Uthappa, apart from the Task
Force (Health) Chairman and
the Director, Vigilance,
H.Sudarshan, also found the
shell of a tortoise and
remnants of burnt firewood at
one of the places, which
indicated that the smugglers
had cooked food inside the
forest area. Mr. Annaiah, the
Assistant Conservator of
Forests (Hunsur Division),
Krishne Gowda, and other
forest officials were with the
Lokayukta team during the
raid. Kalinga, a local tribal, led
the Lokayukta team to places
inside the forest area, where
timber had been felled by
smugglers. Mr. Justice
Venkatachala warned Mr.
Annaiah of action if any harm
came to Kalinga.

Earlier, the Lokayukta team
raided Mr. Annaiah's office in
Hunsur following a complaint
from Kodagu Ekikarana Ranga
(KER) alleging large-scale

misappropriation of funds in
the Rs. 36 crore World Bank-
aided Eco-Development
Project. The KER convenor,
Thammu Poovaiah, alleged
that funds to the tune of Rs. 1

crore had been
misappropriated during the
implementation of the project,
aimed at the welfare of tribal
people. Under the project, the
tribal people were to be
provided with gas stoves,
cookers, shelter, toilets, and
community halls.
The beneficiaries of the

project complained to the
Lokayukta that the gas stoves
provided to them were sub-
standard. The villagers
complained that the Forest
Department had used their
manpower for digging
trenches free of cost though
the project stipulated payment
of remuneration for the
labourers. The Lokayukta raid
also brought to light the
reported death of 77 elephants
in Hunsur Wildlife Division
during the past 22 months.
The Lokayukta sought to know
from Mr. Annaiah whether
steps had been taken to save
the pachyderms. Of the 110

posts in the division, as many
'as 60 were vacant, Mr.
Annaiah said. But, Mr. Justice
Venkatachala told Mr. Annaiah
that he was empowered to
recruit tribal people as
watchers on daily wages.



BANGALORE, FEB 27 Wildlife con
servation groups that nave long
telt that World Bank funding or
any financial aid for forest con
servation and protection is no
solution are now saying this 1s

the very lesson to be learned
from the recent Nagarahole Na
tional Park episode
After Lokayukta raids on the

officials at Nagarahole a fort
mght igo Bangalore based

Furst has sdod that work
ming on the World Bank aided
Eco Development Project has
totally distracted the park offi
cials from their core responsib
ilies of protecting wildlife and
forests

Fearing an attempt to sup
press the truth of elephant
deaths, tmber smuggling, and
other omissions and commis
sions unearthed by the Lokay
ukta Wildlife First has urged the
Chief Minister, SM Krishna, to
order the stoppage of the Eco
Development Project, on which
Rs 14 crore is yet to be spent

Investigations by Wildlife
First and the facts that emerged
from the Lokayukta raids have
shown that around Rs 24 crore
passed through the hands of the
park officials the past five
years under the Eco Develop
ment Project

'How can the Forest Depart
ment jusnfy spending Rs 8 mil
lion on bamboo hoeing which.

taff Reporter

rest officials ne
> e

Another victim of the greed for Ivory

is a highly destructive activity,
while a huge expanse of natural
vegetation was being looted or
burned down by forest fires?' 1s

what the Lokayukta and groups
such as Wildlife First are asking
As the Wildhfe First pres:

dent, KM Chmnappa says,
'Spending crores of rupees on
WB loans on rural development
is not the jab of foresters "

He says it 1s sad that greed for
money 1s turning what was once
the jewel in the crown of all
wildlife reserves Karnataka

a death«trap,forelephants,

tger, and other widhfe
Among the gruesome evi

dence that the Lokayukta's visit
threw up was that 77 elephanis
had died in the national park
between January 2000 and Oc
tober 2002 And 44 of these were
tuskers whose numbers are al
ready dwindling all over Asia
due to poaching for ivory
The wildlife scientist, K Ullas

Karanth, who heads the New
York based Wildlife Conserva
tion Society s India programme,
says, Such a high proportion of
deaths resulting from intra spe

electing cdte duties'
cific aggression - the official
reason for the deaths 1s un
hkelv ' Unlike carnivores he
pomts out, elephants are socia
ble and fights to the death are
rare
Mr Chmnappa, an old Nag

arahole hand who quit the For
est Department to work
independently over 20 years
ago, adds, "The official explana
tions sound hollow and, in one
particular case the claim that a

dicd of starvation be
cause its tusks were crossed,
and it could not feed, 1s down
right absurd

'

Ths 1s just cre of the omt

implementation of the Eco De
velopment Project from 1997 98
has onlv accelerated the pace of
destruction

Reports of trappers from
Madhya Pradesh roaming the
park freely, settmg up jaw traps
which snared one tiger last May,
and other wildlife poaching
sprees have continued against
the backdrop of reports of tim
ber smuggling and habitat
destruction
Wildhfe First and other

groups have documented the
destruction well and together
with the Lokayukta's interest in
the goings on, the so called
"departmental inquiries have
turned out to be nothimg but a
whitewashing of the truth", ac
cording to Mr. Chinnappa

signs ul wildife destrus



agdrahole episode:
2 officials suspended

By Our Staff Reporter
taken from the department.
that no permission had been

BANGALORE, MARCH 6. The Forest Mr. Ranganath warned thatMinister, K.H. Ranganath, and
the Minister of State for Youth
Affairs and Sports, S.S. Mallikar-
jun, today informed M.C. Na-
naiah (JD-neutral) in the
Legislative Council that the
Deputy Conservative of Forests,
A.M. Annaiah, has been sus-
pended and B.S. Ravi Kumar,
lecturer, removed from the NSS
programme following their al-
leged sexual harassment of
women members of the NSS at
Nagarahole.
Replying to a debate in this

regard, the ministers told the
member that the DCF was sus-
pended pending a departmen-
tal inquiry. Mr. Ranganathclarified that there was no pro-
gramme to take NSS volunteers
into the reserve forests and, that
too, on a night safari as alleged
by Mr. Nanaiah. He also said

the Government would not tol-
erate such an attitude on the
part of the officers. The Corps of
Detectives, which had conduct-
ed an inquiry, had indicted the
two officers and the charge of
sexual harassment had been
proved, prime facie.

Mr. Nanaiah said the same
Forest Department official had
arrested reporters for attempt-
ing to go to the guesthouse at
Nagarahole where the Pan-
chayat Raj Minister, M.Y. Ghor-
pade, was staying, on the chargethat their entry was illegal. But,
how could the DCF and the NSS
coordinator take 140 NSS vol-
unteers, including girls, on a
night safari violating all rules?
He demanded that the two be
booked for their actions as ad-
mitted by the ministers and
arrested.
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An a

By Our Staff
Correspondent

MADIKERI, APRIL 21. The Govern-
ment has not resorted to the use
of force to relocate tribal people
living in the forests, national
parks, or wildlife sanctuaries of
the State, the Minister for Social
Welfare, A.Krishnappa, has said.

Speaking to presspersons
here on Sunday during his visit
to Polibetta to assess the situa-
tion following the death of a

#4 man who was killed by an ele-
-27 phant, he said the Government
7 had not evicted the tribal peo-

ple living in the Nagarahole Na-

On whether the Forest De-
partment had identified land to

* m Kodagu, the Principal Secre-
tary (Forests and Environment),
Gokul Ram, who was present,
feigned ignorance over the is-
sue.
The Minister took note of a

a suggestion by a pressperson
that 1,000 acres of land was
available at Majjigehalla in Vi-
rajpet taluk.
The tribal people had earlier

5 expressed the desire to settle
3 down on the periphery of the

forests in the event of their
@ relocation.

Mr. Ram said that 250 tribal
families had moved into Nagap-
ura where they were provided
with financial aid and five acres
of land each.
Similarly, 180 families had

moved out of the Bandipur
Wildlife Sanctuary.

He said the Government had
filed a plea with the Supreme
Court seeking to replace teak
plantations in the forests with
natural species of trees. A com-

ribal eople not
evicted from park'

munication gap between the
Forest Department and the
Principal Secretary became evi-
dent when presspersons ques-
tioned Mr. Ram about the
on-going agitation by landown-
ers demanding the right over
trees grown on their land in Ko-
dagu.

0 0

Atrocities
Mr. Krishnappa, who made a

note of the cases relating to
atrocities on the STs in Kodagu,
said the Government would
hold discussions with the dis-
trict administrations in this re-
gard.

A sum of Rs.3 crore was pro-
vided as relief to the victims of
atrocities.
Several cases were being re-

investigated, and some of them
had led to convictions.
The deputy commissioners

and superintendents of police
had been told to hold meetings
every month to review the sit-
uation, he said.
On the vacancies in the Social

Welfare Department in the
State, particularly in Kodagu,
My. Krishnappa said steps had
been taken to fill the posts.

tional Park.

relocate the tribal people living

The process was complete in-
19 districts, he added.
While advertisements were

published in some districts, the
recruitment process had started
in the others, he added.
The Deputy Commissioner,

B.M.Shivaprakash, the Superin-
tendent of Police, K.V.Sharath
Chandra, the Chief Executive
Officer of the zilla panchayat,
M.K.Baladeva Krishna, the Con-
servator of Forests, P.Anur Red-
dy, and other officials were
present.


