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school. The best among us even venturing to go west XC. By the time I
launched the lift was even weaker. I crossed the intervening ridge to Chief’s
pretty easily arriving there at around 3200'. Had to find some lift now to cross
over to Happy valley school. Flew down the ridge looking for some lift. Came
over the Twin peaks and voila ! A pretty good boomer. Turn, turn, turn... Vario
reads 3700'. I think I should be able to make it Happy valley school now. Um,
may be I'll stick around and see if this thermal takes me to 4000'. Big mistake.
Thermal vanishes on the next turn. So I scour around over the T

in peaks hoping to find another. Vario steadily spirals down. Oops, now it read
2900'. Damn, the ground below is at 1500', so I have only 1400' to play with and
there’s no lift. Shit ! Have to find a place to land. Below were orange orchards,
scattered houses, powerlines, and the only possible option : a baseball field next
to a soccer field. The soccer field had kids playing, and more goal posts than
necessary. The baseball field was smaller but empty except for the bleechers
placed clearly in the center of the field for no apparent reason. The trick was to
put the glider down squarely in the baseball field. Normally this would not
have been a trick except for the topology of the field. The baseball field was
about 40 ft lower than the soccer field seperated by a steep slope, obviating an
approach into the baseball field from that direction. The opposite side of the
baseball field was lined by trees and powerlines, another approach eliminated.
Remaining two sides : tall eucalyptus trees.

Had to think quick. “Let’s fly across the field over the eucalyptus trees turn
around and approach from one corner of the field and try to come in
diagonally”, I thought. So I come over the corner and I realize, oops, too high,
make S turns right and left to lose altitude. So I turn right go to one edge of the
field turn left, but now I'm drifting with the wind toward the other corner of
the field. I don’t want to go clear to the other edge of the field before turnin
right again. So I initiated a right turn. But the drift with the wind causes the
right turn to lag significantly and I watched as my left wing tip slowly came
around and the tall eucalyptus on top of the steep slope seperating the two
fields drew ever closer (did I neglect to mention this tree ?). I pulled hard with
all my might on the right side hoping the wing will come around in time or at
least maybe it'll angle sharp enough that it may only graze the outer branches.
First thought that crossed my mind, “Oh God, I'm repeating Cindy’s adventure.
(Cindy’s another pilot who recently crashed similarly and is still recovering
from her amnesia). In the brief moments that passed I realized the kids have
stopped playing on the soccer field and were all watching agape. I braced fo
impact, thinking I'll curl up to fall on the side. I looked up toward the left
wingtip one last time and then look away to the right, hold my breath, 1, 2, 3..
Whoosh ! I missed. Roll left, level out, hit the deck. Yee hah ! I'm on the ground
in one piece. The kids are shouting and running towards me. I'll unhook and go
tell them I am okay as soon as my knees stop wobbling and I can stand up...

- tejas
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Return-Path: HMS2.PQC@herald.sprintrpg.sprint.com

Posted-Date: Mon, 4 Dec 1995 03:16:11 -0500

Received-Date: Mon, 4 Dec 95 19:59:15 +0530

Received: from reston-mxl1.telemail.net ([199.184.38.193]) by tigger.jvnc.net with
SMTP id AA14935

(5.65¢/IDA-1.4.4 for NITANT.ECOSOLR@AXCESS.NET.IN); Sun, 3 Dec 1995
21:59;

X400-Received: by /PRMD=SPRINTRPG/ADMD=VSNL /C=IN/; Relayed; Mon,
4 Dec 1995

3:16:11 -0500

Date: Mon, 4 Dec 1995 03:16:11 -0500

X400-Originator: HMS2.PQC@HERALD .sprintrpg.sprint.com
X400-Recipients: non-disclosure;

X400-Mts-Identifier: [/PRMD=SPRINTRPG/ADMD=VSNL/C=IN/;C]JJF-1783-
4846/36]

X400-Content-Type: P2-1984 (2)

Content-Identifier: ELF652836

From: HMS2.PQC@herald.sprintrpg.sprint.com

Message-Id: <CJJF-1783-4846/36*/G=HMS2/5=PQC/O=HERALD/
PRMD=SPRINTRPG/ADMD=VS

L/C=IN/@MHS>

To: NITANT.ECOSOLR (Receipt Notification Requested) (Non Receipt
Notificatio Requested)

Subject: Tejas’s story

Message forwarded from PC SprintMail for Windows:

Posted: Tue, Nov 28, 199512:20 AMMsg: AJJE-1774-5720/20

From: (C:USA, ADMD:telemail, PRMD:internet,

“RFC-822": <Abhijeet.Gole(a)Corp.Sun.COM>)

To: HMS2 PQC /HERALD

Subj: HG story

RFC-822-Headers:

X-Sun-Charset: US-ASCII

Rajas, Milind,

One of my recent adventures.

The Topa Topa ridge runs east-west to the north of Ojai, in Ventura County.
The western end of the range joins the Santa Ynez mountains near Santa
Barbara and the eastern end is a restricted California Condor sanctuary. This
area always seems to work for Hang Gliding in winter more than any other site
in California. We usually launch from either the Nordhoff ridge or the ridge
below Chief’s peak in this range and go cross country to different places.
People have flown east all the way to I-5 near Grapevine.

Saturday was a good day, we all were getting high to over 7000 and all went
across country. A couple of Condors could be seen soaring in the distance, a
little too distant to tell whether they were California Condors or some of the
released Andean Condors. In any event they out-soared me and were soon lost
from view.

Sunday was very different we launched from the Nordhoff ridge and had to
cross some intervening ridges to cross over to the ridge below Chief’s peak
hoping to get up over there and cross the valley to land near the Happy valley
school. Several people launched and successfully made it to Happy valley
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