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1. Common Langur( Preslytis entellus ), The langur is usually found in
smaller or larger communities, composed of individuals of both sexes and
of all ages, the youngest clinging to their mothers and being carried
by them, especially when alarmed,

2, Tiger or Sher(Panthera tigris) The brilliant colouration of the

tiger harmonises exceedingly well with the grass bush among which he
prowls,The jungles most favoured by tigers are those that are green,

heavy and continuous, and well watered by perennial streams or with

some good pools of water in them - and with low hills and evergreen
bushes, and above all with a good supply of their natural prey, fissentially
nocturnal, lying concealed in the long grass till evening, then issuing
forth for his nightly prowls, fe dislikes sun and always tries to shelter
himself as much as possible from the burning rays of the sun,It is during
the rains :that the tiger is more frequently come across in the day time,
when the weather is cloudy and eodl, There is no fixed season during
which cubs are born but the mating season is believed to be February

and March and during those months the animal, calls more than at any other
time, The present writer has, however, seen tigers mating as late as

June in the Calcutta zoo, The period of geslation is about 15 to 16 weeks 2
2-3 but mag be 6 produced in a litter,Cubs are kept well hidden away in
same dark and gloomy nullah or in a dense patch of lons grass.

3. Yanther or Tindwa(Panthera pardus ), Grouad colour pale~fulvons yellow
with dark spots grouped in a rosettes, Fur short and close, Varies in
size from 6 to 8 ft, The panther is not aas particular about its habitat
as the tiger is and ranges from thick and heavy jungle to the serub,
Secluded caves are also favoured.Being more tolerant of the sun they
frequnetly hunt by day. lIts prey consists of small memmals and birds,
but cattle,. deer stags and even doe sambar arc noty too large for it.
Inspite of its small size, the panther is a ferocious animal, It finds
no difficulty in climbing trees and very often does so 'and lies curled up
along a branch over hanging sun well frequented game track, to pounce on
uawary animal that has the misfortune to pass underneath, Frobabiv it
breads in the spring, and produces from 3 to 4 cubs, the lair being
generally in a cave or under an overhanging cliff,

4.,Jungle cat or Khatas (Felis chaus ), The junzle cat is somewhat superior
in size to the“domestic cat from which it differs in havinz a eircular
pupil to the eye, the tail is less etongated than in many of the true
cats, yarying from onethird to tio ~fifth the length of the hedd and
body, The colour of the fur of the body varies from sandy or yellowish-
grey to greyish brown, the under vart whitish with a yellow or red tinge.
It -frequents jungle and open country and is very partial to long grass,
reeds, cofn fields and Suger cane fields, 1t does mmech damage to game

of all kinds, partiridges, hares etg; Very ravage even when caught young
is gnerally untamable « The movements in the open are much lkke those of a
small panther, It is said to breed twice a year, but is very little known
about its breeding “habits,

5, Caracal or siyeh gush( Felis caracal),Foxy coloured, larger than the
Jjungle caty,with broad head and tufted ears of back heir,From the latter
feathre the naimal is known to the Fersians as Siyah gush, Siyah meens
bRack and gush ears, The caracal stands higher on RHE XEPAX X XERAXRHERES ,
wRERxIXXdw®e its hind limbs than on the fore, It dwells among grass and
bushes, where it preays on birds, rodents, gazelles and small deer, Very
active creature and have the power of springing up and capturing birds on




the wing at a height of 4 to 5 feet above the ground, It is easily

tamed and trained to captuee birds and deer etc., This integesting
uncommon and elusive animal if fast disappearing from our forests.

Unly twice seen in hazarlba~h National fark, once in December!57 and

then in January'60, Two 1qmature cubs were found in Sarisua Game Sanctuary
in Rajasthan on 81lst Uctober!53,The cubs were abandoned by the parents
and could not be kept alive,From xthis it appears that the natural

food of the animal is disaprearing,

6. Mongoose or Newla(flerpestes edwardsi) Tawny yellowish grey in
colour- marked with alternate light and dark rings, which giees special
appearance to the fur, 1t has lons, weasel-like body and more or less
elongated tail generally thick at the root. It lives in open lands ,
scrub gungles and cultivation, 1t is a great destroyer of poisonous
snakes and rats, In a rage its body would swell to nearly thrice its
size, from the erection of its long stiff hair and it must be very hard
for a snake to drive its fangs through the thick skin which all kinds of
Herpestes possess, It waits till the snake makes a dart on it, and then
suddenly pounce upon the reptile's head and erunches it to pieces.Inspite
of its natural fierceness, the mongoose is easily tamed and forms a
affectionate and gentle pet.

7, Striped Hyena or hundar( Hyaena hyaena)., In colour the striped hyena
is dirty grey, with long transverse black stripes over the body and a
mane of longer and coarser hair along the beck and xigp spine to the
beginning op its bushy tail. it has ldrae and pointed ears, fiqually at homg
in heavy forest as in thin scrub and grass gungles. 4t makes its home in
caves, if any are handy, otherwise is content with holes in the ground.
More plentiful in hot arid tracts than in low lying and heavily wooded
country, A scavenger by profession, cleans up tiger and panther kill.
Also eats dogs noats etc, inveterate dog lifter prowls around villages,
carrying off all pariahs it can get. Lbsolutely nocturnal in his
outings and is never come across in the day time, Wondering about but
may be seen sometimes even after dawn.The call of the hyena is a very
disagreeable unearthly cry and gos are often templted out by it when
near, and fall a victim to the stealthy marauder,

8. Jackal or gidhar(Uanis aureus ), 1t is a mixture of black, white and
rufons, The reddish brown hairs of the tail have long black tips, thus
forming a distinet black tip to the tail itself. It frequents. hilly or
‘plain country, forest or open lands, villases and cultivation,Goes

- about singly or in pairs, but often assoc1ates in packs, which may be of
considerable size, theiée assemblages being more frequent at night than
during the day, the food comprises not only and tne flesh, but
also fruits, maize and susar cane, In towns and viilages the jdekals act
as efficient scavengers, as well as poultry thieves,The cry of a pack,
when heard, strikes the ear with a peculiarly blood curdling chill,

and gives the impression that it is uttered by a much larger number than
is really the ease,

9. Fox Ur Lomri(Vulpes benga lenris) The ggaeral colour of the fur is
grey, with reddish tinge, the tip of the tail black, while the ears are
grey,This black tip to the tail, coupled with the small size at once
dlstlnguishes this species from all other foxes inhabiting India proper.
It eekps to open country, scrub and cultivated lands, avoids thick
forest, The fox lives in a burrow dug by itself in open greund, The
burrow always has several openings, some of them blind, others leading
to a central one where the animal sleeps and breads. ot shy and runs
with great speed doubling like a . ftse cry is a short yelping
bark, quickly repeated turee or four times,

10, Widd dog or dhob{ alpinus), Rusty red with a dark tippled
bushy tail.Stands from 10-20 in, in héight with a pointed miggle and




erect ears. "t keeps entirely to forest where there i
water, Restless animals hunting both day and night, Th
large packs but fortunately a pack never resides fo
partvbWWan forestior the game would be wiped out.
and kill both tiger and panther.Deer quit a jungle
of wild dog arrives. Prolific breeders, six pups

11. Sloth Bear or Bhaluf( ce11rrus urrinus ), Bhalu is covered with
very long and coarse fur, which attains its greatest length on the
shoulders, the end of the Mazgle, dirty grey, whitish V shaped

breast patch, rést of the fur black, but the long claws are white,Very
partial to low, rocky and wooded hills as rule, They live in caves,
Generally found solitary or in pairs, but fomr or five are met with
icompany, Purely. vegetarian and insectivomous, Night feeders~pay visit
to fruit trees like pipal, mohua, ber etec. clims to hish branches to
shake down fruits, also-drinks toddy of low date palms. An expert in
discovering and dwﬂﬂlno up colonies of termites, Vﬂr fond of honey

and clims trees to rob hives,All bears are short sichted but make for
this with a marvellously acute sense of scent. Pugnalious and will
charge without pPOvOCutlon. In search of fruit trees they travell very
long distances at night.The young cubs are generally carried on -the
back of ‘the female when the animals are on tHk move,

12, Grey Musk shrew or Chuchundar(Suncus murinus J,. Ugseful ad unoffen-
sive animals, help to rid a house of noxious pests, Very intoclerant of
rats and help in keeping away their vermin. Ourlrv the day it lies
concealed in holes and drains, comes out at nizht to hut cockroaches
and other insects, while thus engaved utters from time to time a short
sharp squeak,

13, A large number of bats occur specially in the country close to

L
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14, Firestriped palm squirrel or gilheri(Funambulus pennanti). It has
fire pale stripes on its back, Lives in town, cities and villages,
wherever garden groves and hedges occur,

15, Three striped palm squirrel or JilFeVi(?.nanarum). It has .only
three dorsal stripes.This squirrel on the other is a forest dweller,

16, lole rat- or ghus (Bendicota bengalensis ), Common,

18, House rat, or Chuha (Rattus rattus).Common,

19, Rufons tailed hare or Khargosh (Lepus nigmricollis ruficandatus),
Numerous in forests,

20, Bison or Gaur(Bos gaurus), Old bulls are ]nt black, with an ashy
forehead and white stockinged feet,The animal is the embodiment of
vigour and strength,large and heavy forests are its habitat.Fond of
hilly country, Shy and retiring,With no taste for cultivated crops, 1t
does not damage crops, The tender leaves of the bamboo are a great
favourite with the bison but the chief food is grass.reeds durings the
greater part of the hight and late in the morning, Lies up during the
heaL of the day, but is on the move again in the afternoon,Restless
animals, seldom it®m be found in the same tract for any length of time,
When undisturbed in good pasture, bison are always in the bait of
lying down for a few hours during the middle of the day and at certain
seasons fod of rolling either in the dust or mud,There is a distinct
and powerful lovine smell when a heard has rested for a day or two,

A jungle patch frequented by bison is invariably infested with ticks.
Disappearing from Hazaribazh-~ the unfort“na+e animals are being shot
for the sake of their hides, flesh and tongues.Th blS%% is also prone
to rinderpest and other cattle daseases introduced by the




e

village herds that are brought for grazing to

19, Indian Gazelle or Chinkara(Gazella gazella), Cmr only gazelle,

but & graceful one,The general colour oF this well known species

is light chestnut above, separated by a distinct medial brim from

the white of its underparts, white streak down each side of the face.
The tail and small tufts on kmees are black,The horns have a slight

3 shaped curve when seen from the side, usually have 15 to 16 rings,
~‘average length of the horns are 10 to 12 inches.The does also have
horns but these are smooth,Prefers hot,dry and aried tracts.Fond of
scattered bushes or thin tree jungle, cut up with ravines and bpoken
ground where it is commonly found in parties from four to eight,
occasionally from ten to twenty may be together, It lives on grass and
leaves of bushes and perhaps never drinks, for it is common in tracts
where there is no water,Chinkara like up in the day and come out late
in the evening,.When disturbed, gives out a sharp little sneeze, when -
uncertain of the object disturbing, they stand and stamp the ground wit
forefeet , all the time ubtering notes of warning and alarm,

20, Fourhorned antelope or Chousingha(Tetracerus quadricornis ). The
upper coat is dull red brown, lower white, a dark stripe down the front
of each leg. First two horns are up to 4 in. and are set far back on thd
frontal bone, while the small ones are 2 coupe oP incles in front of
them, never exceed an inch and a half in length,Femals hornless, Likes
beavy tree jungle as well as scrub,Singly or in pairs, never in

herds, The call is only heard when the animal is frishtened, is a low,
hollow and mellow sound almost a whistle, Prinks regiularly and sEwXdx
seodmn lives far from water,This animal was qu1te common in Hazaribach
some years back but not found now. :

ok, Nllwal(Boselaphus tragocarmelus ), Larcest of the Tndian antilopes.T
The adult bull nilgai is dark grey, with bluisu tinge, lips, chin,
inside of the ears and undersurface of the tail are white, Two white
spots on each eheck, and a ring above and below each fetlock are
likewisk white,Stiff black hairs on the throat,Bot sxes have dark
manes, but males only are horned and the horns are short, smooth
straight and directed upwards and backwards, Young bulls and the cows
are tawny, clumsy and stupid animal, Iives on scrub and thlnly wooded
jungles, Freely enters cultlvatlon, specia11y sugar cane and arhar,
Gregarious and go about in small herds, feeding from the late
afternoon, tﬁroubh out the night, upto a couple of hours after sunrise,
Shy and wary creature and ean go for long periods without its
thirst. It has grunting alarm cry, which sends the herd away to safer
place, in an ungainly gadlop, heads hald up, as if gazing at the

blue sky above, Tigers feed on nilgais though seldom nilgai inhabit

the same jungle as the tigers,

22,5ambar(Cervus uricolor). Sambar is a grand looking animal with its
large bill shaped ears, six pointed antlors and ghagcy name of coarse
btiff bar round the throat,Frequents hilly country but may be found in
the broken ground and ravines, when such .arz not toco distant from
forest clothed hills,Both stags and hinds are £®m often found singly,
but small herds from four or flve to a dozen are commonly met irrth,
Nocturnal but may be seen feeding in the morning and evening, but
grazes chiefly at night and at that time often visits small patches

of cultivation, It generally selects a well shaded spot to rest from da
to nightfall,Drinks daily and wallos at the edges of tanks and pools.
The colder the weather the more these animals seem to enjoy these
rolls, The wallos are in the small hours of the morning and the wallow
spots are easily recognised,The shikaries mark the wallowing pools and
give the poor animals a hot reception when they turn up on morn-1light-
nights - incidentally the animals are wery fond of morn-let nlvhts,
Wary and very shy of facing open ground except on dark nights. Acute

powers of scent and hedrwn; It moves very silently throush dense
jungles.The stags cast their antlers in harcP April by rubbing them




gently against small and tender saplings in the forests,

23, Hog deer or para(Asis porcinus).Smallest deer stands only some
24 inches, In build this species is characterized by the shortness

* legs, longish tail and no mane on the neck and throat, Short antlers
are mounted on very long bony pedicles.After giving out-a brow line,
the is almost stvalckt till it divides into a longer fore and
shorter hind « The fur. of the para is brounish each hair being
tipped with white so as to give sxEmiax¥x speekly appearance, The
under parts are paler and the under surface of the tail and the
insides of-the ears white,Favours grass gungles by the banks of rivers
It is one of the first of the ungle inhabitants to be on the move
in the evening and can be seen on the confines of heavy x tree jungle
while day 117ht 1lnrera.~o]1t4?v creatures and it is but seldom that
more than two or three are found together,Feeds in the open early
morninging and in evening ,Lives vevv close during the remainder of
the day in hizh patches of grass, Does not like to change its feeding
grounds unless greatly harassed.lt has completely disappeared from
Hazaribas *h forests, was quite common in Hunter's time,

24. potted deer or Chital(Alis alis). Most beautiful of all deer,
Completely spotted , spots run up to the neck and below the belly and
are so distiributed as to form lines, they do not fade in.winter,:
ani they are conspicuously white on a ground colour of gzolden brown.
The antlers lack any.sign of palmation, being narrow and sweeping
upwards in a long curve and kav1nw only three times on each side,
SpottOd deer live in herds, the bucks remaining with the does and
fawns through out the year.,They breed freely in captivity, Fond of
thin flat junsgle with 71~ae grassy glades and o“nhoo 1un77°s.h1so
frequents both hilly tracts and plains, never wanders far from it
drinking = places for they drink atleast w tirice in 24 hours.ﬁany
of its favourite haunts are in some of the most beautiful wild scenery
of the plains and lower hills on the margins of rippling streams with
their banks ever green by lofty trees or in grassy glades.A herd of
them grazing in a. forest glade is the prettiest sight imaginable,When
harassed by carnivore, chital give out a short shrill call of alerm
and warning.

25, Barking deer,q{r Kakar( Muntiacus muntjak).Also known as Muntjac
are small animals with a high rump, short fore legs, short antlers
with only two points each and curious rib -like markings on the faces
hence the name ribfaced deer,It stand about one foot nine inches

high at the shoulder and is a reddish fawn colour, with white under-
parts,¥hy and retiring animal that lives in thick cover, from which it
emerges. only late in the evening to feed in the open,Found alone or

in pairs on grassy slopes near thickly wooded ravines or valleys, It
has a barking cry. Kakar are adepts at making their -way at speed
through the most dense jungle, and run with head low and hind quarter
elevated, When running, a peculiar rattlineg sound is produced.The
bucks when attacked by dogs, use their tusks which coverve outwards in
a peculiar manner as their chief weapons of defence and are able to
inflict gashes of considerable depth,

26, Mouse Deer or pisura(Tragulus meminna), Pisura is of medium
height, standing from 10 to 12 inches at the withers.In colour the
upper parts are brown of variable shade, the flanks are spotted with
white- white stripes along the sides of the body,Thede stripes are
general by other transverse lines across the lions,The face is
pointed, legs very delicate and thin,Antlers are not developed, It

has a very pecular way of walking in a manner on the stream
tips of its hoops, which gives a stiff and rigid appearance to the
legs ,and has thus given rise to the popular notion that the animal has
no joints. Timid and shy and lies concealed in grass or heavy gungle
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and only comes out to feed in the evening and early morning,Due

to its retired habits it is not oftem seen,The male keeps with the
female during the mating season( about June or July), but at other
times live solitary,

27, Wild Boar or Suar(fus crestatus). Brownish black, stomach marly
naked, crest of stiff bristles runs down the spine from the back

of the siull, bristles on the cheeks and throat are reversed and point
outwards, But the youns pig lets have black and tan strips,which

help to conceal them in the undergrowth, the lower tusks of the

male boar which project about 3 inches from the jaw, and are kept with
edges as sharp as razors, are most formidable weapons, capable of
ripping upon a horse at a single stroke, they frequent moist or
marshy situations, where there is plenty of cover,Their great
characteristic is their habit of turning up the ground with their
snouts in search of food, leaving marks by which their presence can
be instantly recognised.It is this habit which renders these animals
S0 obnoxious to the cultivator., In the morning and ewenings it
wanders in search of food, in cultivated localities devasting the
crops, but away from human haults it depends chiefly upon roots.
Readily feeds on the carcases of animals and other carrion. Inspite

of its boldness, the wild boar seldom makes unprovoked attacks but
when once roused nothing will stop it.

Note:=

The tigers and leopards have practically disappeared fro
the Ranchi plateau, and even in Hazaribash district, once famous
through out the country for the richness of its carnivore, the numbers
have been so sadly reduced that in many areas even forest dwellers do
not sce a tiger or a leopard for years on end,The future of both the
animals outside the State owned Reserved forests of Singhbhum seems
doomed, The wolf or hurar(Canis lupus) .the Hog deer or para( alis
porcinus) and the four horned antelope or chow31nvha(Tetraeerub
quadricornis) were fairly common in Hazaribash forests in the olden
days, but not seen now,

Directly responsible for this is the disappearance
of the code of conduct and ethies which guided the sportsman of old.
Gone are the days when shooting was a battle of wits between the
hunter and the hunted, each having a 5g= 5@ chance of getting the
better of the other,Tnanks to modern firearms,machans and spot lights,
animals Dartwculaﬁly carnivores today do not stand a chance, The
latest ruse is to have an animal declared either a cattle lifter or a
man eater,The practice of herding old, decrepit and useless cattle in
Pinjrapoles situated in forest areas, on the ground that their
maintenance in such areas will not be a heavy burden, since they can be
turned loose to graze in the forest, is directly responsible, Nobody
cares to collect their cattle and herd them back to the Pinjrapoles
after the days grazing,Those that stray are left to their fate and are
snapped up by tigers,With food so easily available, carnivora
gradually converge on the Pinjrapole and eventually turn to Vﬂllave
cattle as well.Thls is the chance for which 'Shikaris' lie in walt.

Herds grazing in the forests, not only compete with
wild life for food, but they spread diseases which are often lethal
to them and can very well wipe out the entire wild life population,
The excessive cattle grazing is also responsible in decimati ng the
fauna and flora,

To arrest the decline, the Hazaribach National rark was
created( the second one is at Betla in Palamau district) .Strictly
speaking, neither of them is a Hational Park as no legislation creating
them has been passed by the Assembly, Both are sanctuaries established
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