THE PROPOSALS FOR ALL ROUND DEVELOPMENT OF U,K.
DISTRICT FOR CONSIDERATION OF U.K.DISTRICT PLA-
NNING COMMITTEE MEETING ON_2ND NOVEMBER 1998

AT _KARWAR

I. AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE: -

1) Availing water for irrigation from tail-end scheme of

Kali Major Project, as was envisaged to provide 10,000
acres for irrigation from water from the Kadra Dam after
generating electricity, since the Kadra dam is ready and
Hydro-Electricity production has commenced, it is necess-
ary to exploit the remaining water of river Kali letout
for irrigation use in Karwar Taluk, No attempt has been
made so far in this respect., It is necessary to estimate
the water that would be available through the irrigation
department towards irrigation and to avail simultaneously
the details from Agricultural University, Dharwad about
the growing commercial viable crops along river Kali

down stream and thus to go impetus for agricultural prod-
uction in Karwar Taluk,

Development programme for “ Ishaad Variety Mango " in its
Natural Habitat in Ankola Taluq :-

Ankola Taluk is known for " Ishaad " variety mango which
has rich pulp and flavour of its own, This processed
Mango Pulp had been accepted in London, Newyork & Colombo
markets in the first decade of this century from the
exports made of this commodity by the ageold fruit process-
ing unit of Ankola, Today Ishaad variety mango production
has diminished, New plantations have not come up. It is
necessary that farmers are provided Ishaad variety mango
grafts on a very large scale in the Taluk for planting,
Department of Horticulture should be asked to have a plan
of preparing Ishaad variety mango grafts on a large scale
and provide planting know how and package of practices

to farmers. We have to produce Ishaad variety Mango in
large quantities to meet the demand as fresh fruit and
also for processing,

Establishing " Krishi-Vijnana-Kendra " at Kumta:- Each
district in the country is supposed to receive one Krishi
Vijnana Kendra in the Government of India scheme with
their 100 % grant and the same to be manned by the Agri-
culture University of the area, It was planned to handover
ageold Agricultural School Kumta for establishing this
Kendra to the University of Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad.
However no progress has been made so far, It is high time
that the scheme is got implemented or else it may lapse,
since this scheme is in operation for more than 2 decades
in the country.




Improving bettel-leaf cultivation in Honnavar Taluk:-

The bettel-leaf of Honnavar grown in " Panchagramas " of
the taluk gets exported via Ranebennur to Pakistan by

from Mumbai since long. However for want of impetus,
neither the area under bettel-leaf nor production has
increased in Honnavar Taluk., This crop could be a
potential crop to small farmers of Honnavar Taluk, if
proper package of practices together with good varieties
of betel-leaf anc control measure of bettel-leaf wilt
disease is provided. There is no programme from the
Horticulture dept so far in this respect. It is time that
this potential corp is provided all the technical know how
and support for a proper commercial exploitation of the
Crop.

Encouraging " Mogare " flowers in Bhatkal Taluk:-

Bhatkal mogare flowers are known for its fragerance and
delicasy in UJK.District. It has not been harnessed
commercially. It is grown by small farmers mainly by

women folk, It is necessary to encourage cultivation of
this flower crop commercially to improve economic condition
of small farmers. Such attempts made for the Mogare variety
grown in Udupi and South Kanara District, providing the
necessary encouragement, has helped for commercial
exploitation of this Flower as could be seen in the Mogare
flower market at Mangalore and its export to other big
cities in the country. A programme with proper package of
practice of cultiwmation is necessary for its success in
Bhatkal Taluk., Loan facility provided is seen in Rural

Banks in South Kanara and at Kasargod Taluka of Kerala,

6) Providing Pepper its historical status as a export
commodity to Western Countries gained through ages:-

At present India is the major exporting country for pepper
spice in the world, since other growing countries have not
been able to provide the cpop for export due to so many
reasons, However this crop grown in Sirsi, Siddapur and
Yellapur Talukas have received a set back since last 272
decades because of a fungus disease on pepper vine

called quick and slow wilt. Very lately a control measure

to control this disease has been established at the Chettalli
Research Station in Coorg District where Trichodarma fungus
has been located which controls phytopthara fungus causing
the wilt on pepper. This knowledge of research from labo-
ratory to farm has not been conveyed by the Dept of Horti-
culture so far., Vain attempt is made by U.JK.,District spice
Growers Association at Sirsi to make pepper growers know-
ledgeable on this important control measures. The entire
pepper growing area today has become blank, Planting material




of Pepper rooted cuttings on a large scale have to be
provided to re-establish Pepper crop. The present arrange-
ment for planting material of the Horticulture Dept is not
satisfactory. It is necessary that Horticulture Department
has a vigerons programme to pass on this technology know how
to Pepper farms to save their Pepper crops from this deadly
wilt disease and also to provide pepper rooted cuttings on a
large scale and rejuminate the potential crop of Pepper.

7) In the western ghats spread over 3 taluks namely Sirsi,
Siddapur, Yellapur and a part of Mundgod Haliyal & Joida
very close to the farmers steds flowing untapped nalas for
irrigation are available, Similarly in below Ghat taluks
many streams, nalas and rivers available, Farmers need be
provided pumpsets for 1lift irrigation, Wherever under ground
water is avaidable facility from million pond scheme need be
extended to the farming community, This would provide food
growing agriculturists to take up growing of oil seed and
leguminus summer crops. All-though there is lift irrigation
scheme working on river Varada near Banavasi in Skrsi Taluk,
efficiency has to be brought for its success. Talukawise
Survey need bé undertake and farmers enthused to takeup summer
crops with- irrigation facilities,

8) All-though U,K,District is known to grow potential spices,

to meet problems of agriculturists in cultivation facilities
for Research to solve their problems has not been establshed
in the District., This area had failed to have one research
station to tackle the problems in spice cultivation. To meet
that requirement it was planned to have a Plantation Crop
Research Station at Tarehalli in Yellapur Taluk by providing
125 acres of land granted by the Deputy Commissioner, availing
the same from Joint Farming Co-op Society of the area, However
research station has not been established $o far because of
mis=-interpretation of the Forest Conservation Act 1980 by the
State Forest Department.

It is necessary that early steps are taken to overcome this
difficulty or to examine availing 100 accres of land belong-
ing to the Horticultural Department at their taluka farm at
Yellapur which is in a dilapitated condition, so that the
research work on Plantation crop can commence in right earnest
under the aegis of University of Agricultural Sciences, Dharwar,

Haliyal and Joida Taluks have got potential Sugar-cane areas of
the District., But at present the yield per acre availed is
very low which may be 15 tonnes or so per acre. The average
yield has to be indreased substantially by judicious culti-
vation practices, The technology for the same has to be given
to farming community. The farmers children need be educated
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in sugar-cane growing by providing Sugarcane cultivation
teaching school in the lines of Sugarcane school established
by E.I.D in South Arecot District in Tamil Nadu,

10) Alfanso Mango is growing in large areas of Haliyal & Mundgod
Taluks., However proper marketing facilities have not come up
to the size of the crop. It is necessary to examine how this
crop would be accepted in quality for export., National level
co-operative marketing federations dealing in exports have to
be contacted for its exports availing technology in that
respect and proper effective marketing arrangements made avai-
lable,

II) FORESTS:

1) Large scale » a plantation work is going on U.,K,District
by raising seedling in the forest nursaries. There is need of
quality control towards raising of good quality seedlings.
Biotechnology knowledge available has not been exploited so
far. Scientific guidance available at the Forest College
under Agriculture University, Dharwad at Sirsi also has not
been availed so far, Establishing of laboratory as supported
financially under overseas Development Agency has not bBeen the
light of the day. It is necessary that forest raising seedlings
of potential trees need be raised under tissue culture which
alone can improve the wealth of the Nation for prosperity.
Forest Department with the help of the forest college has to
be made to undertake establishment of the Tissue-culture
Laboratory in the U, K.District for progressive Forest Nursary
work in the district,

2) To make areca nut growers having forest land to undertake
rejuvenation of Betta Forests by providing additional privi-
leges to them. In the U,K,District 500 Sqkm area is spread
over for Soppina Betta for Areca nut cultivation. Since farmers
have no right for the trees in the Betta forests area for want
of better maintenance bettas have become weak in the forests
growth, Rejuvenation of these forest lands both as National
Wealth and towards better effect on Environment is need of the
hour. Farmers having these Soppina Bettas have been requesting
for additional privileges to raise forest trees, asking a share
in the trees grown by them. The demand made by the farming
community to Hon'ble Minister of Environment Government of
India during his visit to U,K.District on 5.10.98 is enclosed,
It needs sympathetic consideration to encourage Farmers taking
up replanting of bettas,

3) fnvolving industry based on forest produce for taking up
forests cultivation namely Tile Factory, Cashew Factory:-

In UK., District sizeable number of people are engaged in Cashew




and Tile Industry. To make these industries surviving and

run competitive the rawmaterial in the form of raw-cashew

and fuel woodd the raw materials of these industries are
available competitively to these industries, There is degraded
forest in the District needing peplantation. Small areas
assessing the requirements of each small industry need be
examined and areas leased for replantation to these industries
and the State Government share the forest growth in the
efforts of these industries,

EDUCATION

To consider the State Government estalilishing one Industrial
Training Institute at Sirsis-

At present there are 3 Industrial Training Institutes working
at U.K.District namely at Karwar, Honnavar and Haliyal, The

revenue-sub-division Sirsi cojprising the 4 Taluks namely

Sirsi, Siddapur, Yellapur, Mundgod requires One I.T.I. to meet

the demand for Industrial Training to secondary school dropout
youths of the area. At present large number of youths of these
areas are demanding I.T.I. training since economically efford to
go to other areas to avail this training.

To consider providing Grant-in-aid to run Polytechnics in VK.
District apart from the Government Polytechnic at Karwar. We
have 5 Polytechnics in U,JK,District namely at Murdeshwar, Karwar,
Dandeli, Kumta & Sirsi run by private education society., Because
of Grant-in-aid to these institution has not been extended by
State Government, it is going difficult for students from below
income group to avail this technical education. Extending
Grant-in-aid facility to these private Polytechnics would help
providing technical education to post S.5.C, stydents in these
institutions efficiently and also for better development of
these institutions struggling for existence,

COMMUNICATION: -

Providing By-Pass Road at Sirsi for Hubli-Kumta and Hubli
Siddapur P.W.D.Road: -

At present P,W,D, Road linking Hubli-Kumta and Siddapur passes
through Sirsi Municipal town in a conjusted logaelity for movepemt
of heavy traffic, To overcome this situation it is necessary

to lay a By Pass Road mear Sirsi., We understand that P.W.D.
Department has drawn plans inthis respect. For want of funds

it may take few more y-ars to realise this facility. We also
understand that Sirsi City Municipal Council would be receiving
assistance from Asian Development Bank for city improvement

work, It may be examined to avail funds for the By Pass Road
from this agency. The centre for technology development
Bangalore who are responsible for availing this Asian Development
Bank fund may also have to be approached, if need be to get
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this project included. A.D.B. funds programme is being
finalised in these months. Early action is solicited. .

2) New Rail line between Talguppa & Honnavar: -

Survey of Talguppa and Honnavar new Rail line has been taken

Up by the Indian Railway. It is necessary to pursue the matter
of availing this rail line which links Dist Headquarters Karwar
to State Capital Bangalore availing the Survey report and
further pursuing the matter,

V) INDUSTRIES: -

1) To consider establishing One more Sugar factory in Haliyal
Tgluka away from 14 K.M.zone of the present sanctioned Sugar
factory.

Since there is potentiality of sufficient rawmaterial in sugar-
cane and that one attempt is being made by cultivators to

one Sugar Factory under co-fperative Buner and that delicensing
has been made by Government of India for Sugar Industry, it is
to be examined possiblity of establishing one more Sugar
Factory in the Haliyal - Joida Taluk of Haliyal and part of
Kalghatgi Taluk of Dharwar District. It may be noted that
advantage af delicensing has been made for the first time

under co-operative Baner in Nasik District by taking up

work of establishing the factory in the first week of this
month,

2) To deélare U.,K.District as " Levy Free Zone ": -

Presently the levy is collected in form of Rice at the Rice
Mill Point. This system is planned keeping in view of the
big rice mills who purchase paddy and hull the same for trading.,
Uttara Kannada district being a hilly district with Gmeven
terrian, is not suitable for food grain cultivation. Presently
foodgrain cultivation in Uttara Kannada is slowly dwendling
owing to nonviability,

Among the existing rice mills 95% of the mills engage themselves
in customer milling. Hence they do not come under the purview
of the Levy rules at all. But only in order to meet the levy
targets these millers are forced to pay levy even though they
are not liable to. This not only goes to increase the cost of
milling charges and also becomes a unbearable burden on the
millers,

The Government of India, has already repeated the Rice Milling
Industry Regulation Act 1958 onlyto remove hurdles in setting
up of more mini rice mills at rural area in order to assist
the paddy growers to get their paddy milled without any
hindrance,

Under these circumstances it would be appropriate to declare




Uttara Kannada as a free levy area and the collection of
levy be done away within this district,

Food corporation of the Government collects levy of Rice of
certain approved varieties of Rice only. The paddy growing
areas of U,K.,District since do not grow these rice varieties,
for Levy purpose the rice miller has to pmmchase Rice in districts
where these rice varieties are grown in abudance., If figures

of Rice Levy in U.,K.,District are examined, it would reveal rice
levy submitted at Shimoga, Davangere or at Ganfavati in Raichur
District. Thus Rice Miller has been put to hardship. The
consumer service industry, if it has to servive, since the
accepted variety of Rice indicated for Levy by Food Corporation
mot grown in U,K.,District, this district should be declared

as Levy Free Zone by the State Government, District body should
expmine this issue and recommend for the relief.

(V.S.Sonde)
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