
THE GREAT CHARLES
by now De Gaulle

developed the acute me
galoman a whch sooner or laterafflicts those in sup etme author tyespec ally n an age of mass com1uncatons and excess ve sycoplancy 1ke ous He saw h mselfas a man of destny even beforele became one
hat hs present state of mondmust be espec ally snce on top ofhs congen tal fole de grandeuracc rdng to some accounts he gs

1 oWadays mentally confused to the
} mnt of embarrassng hs colleatues Hs physecal cond on lkeWwe § ves Cause for worryI first set eves on De Gaulle n
1941 n the ft of the Connaughtdi tel where he was then stay ngifs presence was fresty and gauche but st ll dec dedly mpress veI always thought of him as a man
apart Hs g eat he ght hs Cy aio
ose hs awkward movements alladded to ths mpress on He seem

ed to hive no connecton evenwth the omn present war and ts

slang Church ll an rhetore Forcesiimot and oher g sy cevce
as fixed elsewnere

No Familiarity
W th some of hs entourage keSoustelle and Passy I had deal
igs and so got to know them

They treated hm wth awe devoton and even affect on but there
Was no famlarty It has. beer
suggested by hs detractors (for pn

stance by Pobert Mengn n hs
No Laurels for De Gaulle) that he
javoured extreme Rghtss Ac
tually f there were some formcr
cagoulards among hs nier ercle
t ere were aso. fe low t aveller
and I dare say even an occas onal
Party member Nether the. nor
ubsequcntly dd De Gaulle fall 1wth the fashon for seeng our
time as a Western n whch a
g od guy and a bad guy contcnd
together the ult mae vetory of
he fo mer beng of cuure as 1

ed Ths enabed h n to avod both
the rdculous rapucs over Stal 1
and the USSR to whch Roo evelt
Church ll The T ves and most of
those set n autho ty over us suc
cumbed t the tme of Yata and
equally the frenzed and ined fy
ng ant Commun st absess onswhch have so d siorted Amer can
th nk ng and state manshp n the
post war years Passy told me that
. hen the Wehrmacit had just n
aded Russa De Gaulle sat sten
ig to adio reports of German

suecesses on the new EasternF ont n the company of a number
of Alled offcer They wee talk
ng as most of them dd a that
tme wth 11 dsgused sat sfact on
of how the Germais would go
h ouch he USSR lke a Infe
th ough butter De Gaulle reman
ed slent They asked hm for hs
vews I was thrkng he repled
qu iL faudra desormas songerux moyens darreter la progrewn conmurste en Europe It
Was a cool and perceptve judg
nent The sime att tude has en
abled hm representat ve as hes
of whatever remans va d n Eu
1opean conservat sm to day to be
ece ved ag an honoured guest n

the Kremln wth a warmth and
cord al ty acco ded to no other
statesman from the west
It s often forgotten how incre

dbly weak hs postonwas n
London 1 the war years He lach
cd everyth ng money friends re
ources ai appeal ng personal ty. da fac 1ty for the sort of rheto
cal claptrap whch war necess

1 tes I saw some of hs troops ar
ving at Sheerness and ted

them when they were quartered n wod
Olymp a Not even Falstaff h d sn
ecravpled a company Dc Gaulle

. ould have 1 ked some other en
rent Frenchman to prov de a fa
cu for oppo ton to the Petan
rcg me and had even toyed w th
the lunate noton of gettng Wey
Zand over Later he had to reck
+ th the unremitt ng hostilty of
Roosevelt who used hm as a tease

By Malcolm Muggeridge
in hs relat ons w th Churchill andtr ed to make as much m schef as
poss ble wth hs own puppetGraud There were fiascos like thell fated Dakar exped t on and troubles wth subord nates for ins
tance Adm ral Museler No one
eould poss bly have had a weakerHeaven knows *fMand to play from

What a Player'
Yet what a player When hewent to Broadcastng House to

del ver one of hs rado exhortatons it was as a bestower not a
rece ver of favotrs Hs relat onswth M16 and OSS to whom he
had to look for all operat onal facltes n hs dealngs wth tle
maqus were haughty and suspcous f not conterptuous Amongthe motley collect on of heads ofAlled Governments n exle (hewas never accorded recognton as
such) whose nat onal anthems were
vlayed so lugubr ously after theBBC News he alone has countedor anythng Who now even
members the names of the othersH story has obl terated them

Every attempt to exclude DeGaulle or restr ct } s aunor yproved a falure In Alg ers he
soon dom ated the situat onThe Allied Ml tary Govern
ment planned for France afterthe Normandy landrgs and
the convoy of brgaders who
were to operate t just never
got off the ground De Gaulle
was every ul ere rece ved as he
saw hmsef as tle very em
bod n ent and voice of berated
France Wien shots ranq outin Notre Dame at the thanksgvrq servce for the lberaton of Paris everyone very
properly fell flat on the r faces
except De Ga lle There was

gust thet one tall
man who rema ed standingIt uas a symbolc posture that
he has manta ned ever s nce

Two years later n 1946 he re
lnqu shed hs po ton of unquestoied author ty as abruptly and
emphat cally as he had assumed t
As Soustelle descr bed the scene to
me the members of hs govern
ment Soustelle among them were
wa ting for hm to come and pre
s de over a cab net meetng when
suddenly he stalked into the room
ban,ed the table exclamngJe atmare adsomed utgin The oine s had no reco 5s

but to follow hs example and re
sgn T wee mis whe a e
conv nced that hs poltcal career
must henceto th we eons ic cd
over I myself was so accu tom dtohs werd but nfall ble tr urphsthat I assumed he mus n duc
course return to power on hs own
terms I saw hm as one of those
creus trck cycl sts who rd nto
the arena seem ngly on the pantof fall ng off unt] one comes to
realse hat they are n fact con
summate r ders

An Interview
Actng on ths hunch I sought

wth hm at about the lowest po ntnhs fortunes when he had only
a handful of followers n tte
Assemb ee among them the fa th
ful Soustelle He rece ved me n
the Rue Solier na seated at a desk
whch seemed grotesquely too
smill to accommodate hs mass ve
bulk hs head tny by compar son
One does not of course nterv ew
De Gaulle one lstens manag ng
at best to nterpolate ag occas onal

breath he expla ned to me how
with an unw rkable poltcal sys
tem a falter ng economy and the
sort of scum that had come to the
top n the Fourth Republc there
would nfallbly be a breakdown
n due course and a call for hm
to take over I managed w th great
d fficulty to put a quest on-one
had often puzzled over Why
when he headed a government at

the end of the war dd he not use
the unl m ted power he then had
to nsttute a better and more
workable system? He looked at newth the sly ferocty he reserves
for awkward quest oners and
oared out that t was not. the
rght moment Then the monologuwas resumed At the end I meek yasked hm what he proposed to do
now Ths tme he looked ben gnly at me and sad wth great com
placency J attends As we now
know hs watng was not to be r
van Wth a character stc s roke
havng used the slogai AlgereFranca se to get nto power he
proceeded at a1 appropr ate mo
ment to hand Alger a over to the
Ageran thereby en urng st

cessary he sad ne tenuaton to
betray e ther the electorate or the
country He preferred the former
course
H 5s prowess as a general s dib

ous and n any case untested he
has never n pont ot fact con
ducted mi tar} overat ons on anysac As 20th cenuv 3!tcan however he s neomvparible Hs televson appearances(caref llv rehearsed befo1e a mr
ror w th the a d of a man from the
Comede Francaise) are superbhs elect oneer ng methods more
rem nscent of a Kennedy than of
St Cyr After one of hs tours hs
hands are beedng and swollen
(st cmata of un versal suffrage de
mocracy) lke Lyndon JohnsonsThs s how V Vansson Ponte
de cr bes what happensTo say that he mxe \ th the short ]fe
crowd s an understatement he
plunges nto it wallows n t One
can keep an eye on hm not so
much because of hs he ght but
because he s the v rtual centre of
a whrlpool Dsappearng n one
place he pops up in another for
a moment then s lost to s ght
agan for a long umnderwater
stretch only to surface lke a d
ver at the other sde of the
street He has been seen to
emerge wth three buttons mss
ng unform t rn hands scr h
ed m1]tary can askew but eyes
sparkl ng w th pleasure

Humour
Hs humour s as out of the wayas everythng else about hm

When Soustelle told hm that ailhs (Soustelles) frends in Algera were horr fied by De Gaulles
polcy of negotatng wth the
Nat onal sts he blandly remarked
Alors mon veux change vos
amis On another occas on when
Frey the Monster of
teror remarked that f
held elec ons tne OAS m ght
manage to as1snate a least 50
Gaull st Deputes De Gaulle fel
nto a revere then murmu ed w th
a sgh Qu nmporte Frey Pourvu
qu Is sont ben choiss I 1ke the
tem n the stand ng orders at the
Elysee Palace Ne deranger le
Pres dent de la Republ que que
cas de g erre mond cle and hs
br ef exchange wth a pa sh prest
n the cou se of hs tors Out
mon general je pre tous les jours
The egotsm mpled n such anec
dotes s so stupendous as to be
almost sublime
How wll hstory regard hm? Itall depends on how th ngs turn out

In retrospect may well seem tha
he seemed so tall only because he
was matched wth pygmes that he
spohe so true only because t wa
area nst such a torrent of les and
fantas es that hs dawn proved to
be sunset spectacular certa nly but
to be succeeded by a n ght part
cularly dark Lven so t sucy
eannot be doubted that he s un
que among hs contemporares Let
S mone Weil a devoted follower
have the last word There was she
wrote hortly before she ded nhs words anacent of sncer ty
and honour two qualties she
mght have added by no means
plent ful in our world (Copyr ght
By arrangement wth New States
man)

The Wonderful World of

Marco Polo
GAILING westwards for about

s xty m les from Ceylon one ar
r ves in the great prov nce of Maa
bar You take t for a fact that
it s the r chest and the most splen
dd provnce n the world
In the beginn ng of the fourteen

tn century when Marco Polo re
vealed n the above fash on the
tacts of th mysterous East of
Maabar (modern Tanjore) spoke
for the first me to Europe of the

stence of a civised Zpaigu
(Japan) and of Java Burma Laos
aid Sam hs nt mate frends en
treated hm to revoke all hs les
But I have not told haf of what
I saw was the pathetc reply of
Marco Polo
Rusk n compla ned that ra lway

t avell ng was only 1 ke be ng sent
away as a parcel W th revolut on
n all the sphtres of commun ca
tun travelogues unless they are
avout ai except onal reg on or are
narkable tor reasons other than

1 avels have lost much of ther
ir ll

Brave Spirit of
Quest
Matters however were qu te

a 'ferent seven centur es Above
yoney or nece s ty or chance what
was needed to go nto unknown ho
1 zons was a brave sprt of quest
3 others Mafteo Polo and N coio
Polo had ths qualty whch led
them to Bukhara where chance
b ought them upon Kubla Khans
envoys Glory of the potentate lur
ed the Venet ans to the legendary
Cathay (Chna) They were extra
va antly nterta ned and then
we comm ss oned py the Khan to
ite Popes court to procure a hun
cd ed evangel sts They could how
cver procure only two who too de
serted them soon
Zet the Polos were now thre n

number wth Mafieos young son
Marco jo ng them As they ad
vanced exper ence greeted them n
abunda ce Lhey came across Bag
daa lately conquered by Tartars
The Tartar ch ef Hulagu wh le ex
1 orng the cty d scovered a secret

er ot gold He accused the Ca
lpn for vulgarly accumulat ng
aealth nstead of spend ig the

old to your hearts content ad
llulagu and left the fallen Cal phand hs gold and sealed the to
wer
In Pers a they wandered through
. reg on of the Old Man of the
olitan terror person fied He
ad sccretly bult an enchant

palace v th damsels aanc ng
hn and streamlcts of w ne flow

By Mano] Das
el g ble youth f the latter wouldlke to exper ence parad se for a
whle The youth naturally would
be eager to The Old Man then
would entertan the youth wth a
certan dr nk That would make the
youth swoon and he would be car
red nto the palace to d scover
hmself n due course in the veryheart of paradise After a couple of
days of merry makng there he
would be again treated w th the
dr nk and be brought back to the
Old Mans presence Then the
youth would only be too happy to
place hmself at the Old Mans
serv ce so that a berth n the parad se would be eternally hs after
hs death Thus the Old Man ras
ed an undaunted army tll hs parad se was nvaded by the Tartars
The Polos also heard of a gang of

Strange plunderers who carr ed
wh rlw nd wth them Actually ths
gang had mastered the sw ftness to
gallop along wth the whrlwndwhle the whriwnd went on ts
natural course Thus rush 1g ntov llages and towns burnng and
plunderng they created the m
press on that they had the amaz ngcommand over the course of the
wh rlw nd

The Polos crossed the plateau ofPamr Kashgar Yarkand and
Khotan They saw lands w th m nes
of rubes they heard ghostly musc
amd desert and heard of sprtswho otten dece ved strangers
nally they reached the boraer

of Cathay and were led to the
cap tal accord ng to the best of
royal protocol Kubla Khan was
h ghly pleased wth ther return
and more so wth the new mportMarco To Marco the Khans
palace wth large scale prov s ons
for fabulous enterta nments was a
wonderland Bucks boars stagsand bears were manitaned for
tra ned leopards and lons to
ounce upon them for spo is
wenty thousand solders accom

paned the Khan on hunt ng expedtons When the Khan once proceeded to crush a consp racy to a
d stant prov nce hs seat was pre
pared on the backs of four ele
phants put sde by sde The rebel
governor was captured and was
rolled n slken sheets Then vo
lent convuls ons were meted out tohm he breathed hs last Ths
type of death penalty was the
spec al prvlege of royal perso
nages
Marco Polo became very dear to

the Khan He was sent to several
ne ghbour ng States and was made
the Governor of Yangchow Years
passed the Polos became prosperous while the Khan grew old
They felt worred thnk ng of ther
fate after the Khans death But
who would tell the Khan about the
poss b 1 ty of a t me when he would
be no more An unusual opportunty came afer seventeen years
Arghun Khan rul r of Pe a lost and a

hs chef wfe who was of Mongolstock The wfe whle dy ng made
her husband promse that her
vacancy would be flled only by
a Mongol br de Arghun despatched
envoys mmed ately to Kubla KhanA princess n her teens Kakuch n
by name was chosen It was
dec ded to carry her by sea as
war was reported on the way byland The envoys prayed the Khan
to allow hs dear whte servants
to gude them The Khan reluc
tantly y elded W th fourteen sh ps
and over a thousand men and
women they proceeded towardsInda haltng at Java Sumatra
and Ceylon Ther expedton took
two years durng whch sx hun
dred of the compan ons died and
lo on reachng ther dest nat on
they learnt that the prospect vebr degroom s mply out of old agehad expired too However
Arghuns son was an oblgng
young man and he was pleased to
marry the pr ncess Thus ended the
most 1emarkable mar tal expedton in hstory and the Polos ad
vanced for Vence va Constanti
nople

How the Stories
were Recorded
At last when they stood inVence nobody recognsed themBut they had brought immensewealth and wsdom whch soonsecured to them hgh poston

among the Venetans Yet therstor es would have ded n a generaton or two but for the occurrence ot a battle between Genevaand Vence The Venet ans were
defeated and Marco' was taken
pr soner Ins de the prson a wr ter
named Rust chello took a fa thfuldctaton of hs accounts and ren
dered a permanent form to themMarco Polo of course was releas
ed soon and led a respectable 1 fe
agan
Marco Polos book has been

ha led by poster ty as a landmark
n the records of mans urge tounravel the unknown Columbus
Possessed a copy of the book andmade careful notes upon ther
pages H G Wells wrtes Thetravels of Marco Polo s one of the
great booxs of hstory It opensths world of the th rteenth cen
tury to our mag nat on It ledd ectly to the dscovers of Ame
and especally the Europeanromance of the fifteenth centuryechoes wth the names in MarcoPolos story w th Cathay and Cambaluc and the l ke
To students of poetry theaccounts of Marco Polo w ll alwaysprove a genal ad n apprec at ng

Kubla Khan wth the myster esof ca erns mea ureless to mi

Science

SUB-NUCLEAR CHESS
By Nigel Calder

O share the conoclastic
ctement that contemporary

from thelrphysic sts experience
work is not made easy by the coo

cepts nvolved whch make Eins
tens relatvty seem lke
stuff But it s worth some" effort
because one of the great ntellet
tual dramas of all t me seems

of cl max us ng as props the
and costly proton smash ng mac
nes at Brookhaven (Long Islan)
and CERN (Geneva)

ly 500000 photographs of sub nit
clear chaos produced by a beam
{cm the Brookhaven mach e ap
Italan physcst Paolo Frant
and hs Amer can w e and
gues announced a result as
kable for the physcst as f
looked n hs drvng mirror 4

saw the car behnd runnng
side down In 1 teral terms
team had studed an obscure
mportant k nd of particle of
ter the eta meson It has a veg
other partcles called od mesons
rost of whch carry an e ectr
charge But the eta meson thro
out postvely charged p meso
more energetically than the;
negat vely charged counterparty
that s what the new exper mest
shows

Eta meson Affair
It s mply should not happen th®*

way accordng to the physc¢
deep rooted be ef that post ¥e
and negut ve charges are equal instatus n nature The ephemerg!
have mever heard has thus ma

a
TRUST BOND A man who s

engaged m ght be refer ed to as af ance (0 a woman as a f ance }
The word came to us f om the Od

French word fdee whch meant

ment the coup e was requ red totake a vow of trust

a bg dent in our pre conc pt
about the natural world But»sc sts have become used to hav'ng
meson affar can be seen n betterweferences as between left nd
perspect ve f one bears that ng
mnd
Tie trade of the part «

is not nearly as remote and abst
ract as f seems at fi st s gh Tie}!
scores of d fferent part cles that he 1

be drectly relevant to the every
day world anv more than are as
tronomers studes of remote galaxes but they are hopefully the
ult mate governors of the world biggest
we nhabt
Why s hydrogen the raw nateral of the un verse? The curreib #

importance of this issue bec mesf
plan when one recogn ses that
g&ven hydrogen and the 7ell
known forces of nature every
th ng else can already be exn ain
ed n prneple

dealng wth rado act ve
nature may show a stunnng ds
regard for these apparent rules
as f he suddenly sees a pawn tak
nened for example w th the

Bagt ons reverse

whade of hydrogen may be

f not always ng

exact detal The formaton ofstars the bu ld ng up of other cle
nents the appearance of chem cal
compounds of planets of 1 fe itselfall these follow happ ly from the

stence of hydrogen But whv
hydrogen? Why n other woras,as nature produced a stable partcle the proton of measuraband un ve sal character tes that
serves as the nuclear of the hydrogen atom together wth a conveent 1 ght we ght partcle of ofpos te charge the electron to jonvth t and neutralse t? Why n t
someth ng three tmes heaver orfive tmes smaller? Coinc dentallyt S necessary to explan the exs
ence

of the other ephemeral parCles

Laws of Nature
Tle answers are ought by a «

ng very profound quest ons aboutthe laws of nature Uxper men allyt s done by smash ng matter nto
smaller and smaller fragmentsusng ever bgger machnes the
Russ ans are complet ng a mach ne
more than twice as energetc as
the Brookhaven and CERN mach
nes whle the European andAmercan physcsts now want
mach nes 10 t mes as powerful But
the brute force s deployed w th
sc ent fic subtlety of such knd
and expressed n such Jargon that
t s hard for the outsder to un
derstand why the physcsts need
the r expens ve apparatus and why
the games hey play w th them are

mportant
Games s he word n no pejoratve sense Rchard Feynmann has

compared the work of the physcst wth someone try ng to learn
the rules of chess b; watch ne
Bames progress Just as hethnks he is under tandng thebasc moves somethng strange
happens Ike casting or a pawi
turnng nto a queen
essent al to an understand ngthe rules The rules of nature ex
posed n the games wth the bgrach nes are only partly knownBut they are rules of a beaut fulknd of the same un versal prcfund ty as the fact that the famlar space we nhabt has three d
mens ons rather than two or four
The physe st speaks of nservaton laws or symmetry laws

the two are equ valentHe knows that ene y and el ct ¢
charge cannot be created or dest
royed whatever happens he
knows that there are other propcrtes of part cles that are sm arlyconserved Ths elegant symme ryerab es hm to class fy the known
part cles 1 related groups so that
gven a few knds of partcles the
ex stence of the others fc ow3
from the rules of the gamerues define as t were what pat cles can and cannot ex st so we
are gett ng warm n our search for
fundamental explanat ons

Natures
Preferences
But he also knows that in certan cases part cularly when he s

decay

That hap
fal)

r-parity' 10 years ago whri t

t turned out that na

themselves w th

1g ay ece en passa

Ju how long it wll tak to
all the man rules and to

mrak sense of them s hard to
Bpredict but it should be withn

fet me of most of us Wnen t
Rs accompl shed t wll be the

thing in physcs snee
ewtons dscovery of the law of

b ng a

seem very mple
reason the universe 5

plan
Enough to teach to schoolch ld

(Copyr ght by arrangement
th New Statesman)
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Any Toothpaste or Powder
n the world can clean the
teeth But just th nk
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Recent!
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The first Ayurvedic Vicco
Vajradanti (Paste & Powder)
prepared from
18 herbs contracts the
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che teeth firmly
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with body deodorant
*Hexachlorophene

Blue Seal Talc contains the special
body deodorant-Hexachlorophene that
protects where ordinary deodorants
never do Dust on perfumed Blue Seal

fine cologne caresses your skin in a smooth,sooth ng all over protection
keeps you fresh to the end of the day}

*What Is Hexachlorophene
In a trop cal country hke ours persprrat on
problems are very prominent Persp ration
leads to unpleasan odours caused by

your skin from ba¢teria and unpleasant
conta ns Hexachlorophene-~the deodorant
accepted the worl over
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