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Experiments in Bangladesh

“The Cholera Research Laboratory (C.R.L.), set up
in Dacca in 1960 by SEATO (South East Asia Treaty
Orgarnisation), is run under an agreement between the
Government of U.S.A. and Bangladesh.”’

— Round the World. Bangladesh. Lancet January
28,1978, p 202 :

“Experiments have been done at the C.R.L, which have
paid little regard to the rights and needs of the subjects
of the research and which have been done without infor-
med consent, ,

The following experiments would not, in my opinion,
have been passed by ethical committee elsewhere *—

a) Radioactive materials were given to cholera patients.

b) Tubes were passed through the entire intestinal tract
from mouth to anus to measure “transmural electric
potential ’ in cholera patients,

¢ ) Biopsies were taken from jejunum and other parts of
the intestine.

d ) Proper treatment were withheld from patients

in coma and suspected to have hypoglycaemia in
order to test a hypothesis ; glucagon was given instead of
intravenous glucose to see whcther gl’yc:)gen store were
depleted. Liver glycogen was depleted and one patient
died who might have survived with prompt adminstration
of glucose,

e ) Catheters were passed through the heart and into
the pulmonary artery to study the haemodynamic effects
of cholera and of different kinds of fiuid replacement.

f) When it was observed that there was a high incidence
of cholera in villages downstream from the Cholera
Hospital at Matlab, the first reaction was not to improve
the sanitary problem, but use these villages as a place to
test whether installation of tubewells would prcvent
cholera. The experiments was a failure. Subsequently,
measures were introduced to prevent contamination of
the water from the hospital.

— International Research Laboratory in Bangladesh.
Colin McCord, Lancet, April 8, 1978, p. 763.

committee at the time the experiments in question were
done, the critics are not convinced that the review process
will work properly without radical changes in the organi-
sation and objectives of the laboratory’’ (Lancet, April 8
1978).
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