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I INTRODUCTION 

1 This project in Family ?lanning Communication for Rural 
Young Married Couples was aimed at designing an effective 
media strategy to inform and educate young couples (wife's 
age 15-25 years) to ~dept one or a combination of methods 
to limit their fa.11ily size. The young couple was chosen 
as our unit for study in order to examine the interpersonal 
communication between husband and wife on certain issues 
like desired family size, idGal age at consu~~ation of marriage, 
ideal spacing beb.1P.en childre:i and knowledge, n.tti tude cllld 
practice of family pla.nning. 

2 It was our conviction that media naterials must originate 
from the local environ~ent a."ld benefit from the beliefs and 
practices of that conmuni ty in order to be effectivr:! and 
relevruit. Currently the use of media and instructional and 
ootivational oe..terials are centrally or at best regionally 
produced ru1d finds little contextual relevance a.nd Qppeal. 
Our study was aimed to develop locally produced media 
mterials and denonstr1te the effectiveness of culturo.1 
cuthenticity of such mc.terials. 

3 This project was located in Sahn.ranpur District of 
Utt~,r Pradesh and functioned at the microlevel of block and 
village. In the first phase of this project we did a baseline 
survey of the target couples in Deoband block of Saharanpur 
didrict £'.lld we al1::o exa.nined the role a.."ld functioning of 
the faoily planning wor~ers at the block level. The findings of 
of these two studies are detailed later in this voluoe. We 
Qlso u·,dert-:iok: a. study of the coru:runicati on process its elf 
_with spec.i:fi~ refcrer.ce to spectn,tor response to fcDily 
pln...'1ning f ilr:m - their pc rception, c ooprchcnsi on, a.cc eptanc e 
of Dessage c~cetor~. We rel~tc our findings with the 
intent of the f.i::.no.ker o..nd their objectives in naking the 
filns. We ci.130 ,xanincd two of these filns in torns of 
their ~tructure ~,nJ nade a scniologicr.i.l study which is the 
first ctter1pt in this arHo. '.!nd could pr.Jbably suggest ~ -:ine 
guidelines for :r'urthcr fil~ production. 'I1hese reports and 
find~ngs are detailed in volune two of this report. In 
addition, we ha.d +:10 opportunity to use portc..ble video 
equipocnt in the rural ccC2I1uni+y a.nd found it effective as a 
catalytic agent to open o. dio.J.ogue between different sections 
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of the village on matters of land redistribution, co::c: ,·ptio::­
of government official~ or family planning. 

4 I!aving completed the first phase of this project we are 
perhaps in a position to reassert our conviction that the 
local comm·w.1itJ must be involved in the production of nedia 
naterials. By and large, our film study revEaled that 
motivational films are not immediate and they are too rcr:iote 
to matter. The film show ha.s no con text in the co:o.~·:,i ty. 

_ For instance, it does not relate to any festival or :ccl::.g.i.ous 
occasion, nor is it supported by services and facili t::.e3 that 
a:::-c t2-ll:ed of in the films. Commercial filr.1s have ere:.. -l;Gd 

evJectations of 'song and dance' in films ann hence the 
attitude to filr:i viewing is casual and geared :x1.inl:r for 
cntertainnent. On the other hand, we also found that there 
'>J2..s c. felt need for specific infornation or instruction. 
~:i.1c Jil;-:-i potential could be exploited further to doli-.rcr 
,, :::i.e1..,s2.ge provid8d the fi1n is sinp:;t.e, e:r:1otionally absorbing 
'-:.th well defined chc..r:i.cters who h~ve sane connoction with 
tho s~ecific rural environnents. The filnokers should bother 
u. li·~-:lc r:iore about specific audience groups and clarits of 
r,"..:rp-:,se. 

5 Our study of the fnnily planning organis2:.tion at the 
bl0cl: level leads us to believe that the workers at the block 
['..DC. Yillc.ge level huve lost their faith in the target oriented 
f:-!.~.i.Jy planning progrnm..Be. They are not given proper 
le['.,Ccrship by the nedic~l officers who do not re 0nrd far.1ily 
pJ o,;,1iing e.8 an inportc.nt 2.sp ec t cf thP.ir work. The workers 
fi~id thensolves isolated in the ccrnr1unitJ- tho.t tncy are • 
w-:.:rl:~~:.6 in 8.nd feel th.:.t they have little to offe:c to the 
cor:,nc:.ni ty" :tfost of the workers hc,d inn,dequ:::.te knowledge of 
th.._. ::pscific birth control nethods md with little or no 
audj ~v ... ::uc:ll £>_;_ds to h2lp then their ccluco..ti01.n.J. "·ork to 
}.,C.:_•l~l:-:.rise: LNr:;ily planning is oJ . .o.ost n,Jgligi ble. 

6 TLc b2.seline survey of young couples (wife's c.ge 15-25 
yoc.rs \ showed that r:. :::trong social di s;;.pproval wo.s present 
in L"egard to sterilisn.tion n.nd nost of our respondents were 

- un'.-1illing to use n.ny of ti~c contrncepti ve nethoc.s to lini t 
their f.3l:lily size. Ho,-revc r 1 the resi8tonce is gren.-+;er with 
reco..rd to sterilisation then with regard to Nirodh or the 
loop. Strangely enough, cur survey also b~ought out th~t. 
a najority of our respondents had never been nppron.chcd by 
n government doctor in connection with fnnily pl/Jllning or 
otherwise. Sir.iilo..rly more than three quarters of them he.cl 
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never been contacted by the family planning fielc workers. 
This clearly showed the appallingly low level of communication 
between the community and the personnel. 

7 In the course of the baseline survey we often foui:d that 
the structured questionnaire that we were using had scver~l 
limitations. We encountered organised resistance to our 
interviewers when they entered some villages and sought to 
interview young wives. Most often these interviews could 
not be conducted privately and frequently the answers were 
provided by the mother-in-law or other elders in th~ houscho:d. 
We were unable to interview many Muslim couples. Husba~ds 
and wives reported differently regarding the numbGr of 
children they had. Ag~ins we found that credibility of mass 
media w~s inversely related to the degree of exposure to it. 
Eicposure to film was minimal but credibility of film was 
highest. ~he reco~ds ~cintained by the village level worker 
or at the PRC were ina.ccura te. Persons supposed to bt feu:ily 
plnnning acceptors were often nonexistent in the vill:::.ge. 

8 This confimed our reservations regarding the usefulness 
of fornal research methodology and quantitative data. analysis. 
1r:e relied on our own intuition and field experience to guide 
us L1 this project a.nd our encounter with th<? fanily planning 
orgar1isation and programme at the grass roots shows that 
credibility of this pro 6ramme is low. In order to be 
effective family planning commu.iication cannot be separated 
from clinical services and ~eneral socioeconomic development 
of a c om."lluni tJ'. There is a great need for specific 
instruction and inf ormtion diffusion through film and other 
media. The passivity of a film viewing situation makes it 
importa11t th!"'.t we seL!Xch for an ~ltem::1te mediwn that has 
an imr:ediacy to the loca.l c 0DI:1uni ty and in which they can 
2.l:::,o p2rticipnte n.nd f1;cl involved. Our experience with 
corrnuni ty ,~ideo points in th::.t direction. 

9 In the next phase of this project we hope to t2.ke this 
integretcd approach to th<? problem. Our main thrust will be 
for cornuni ty video which will be an aid to nonforr:rn.1 

- education 2nd preventive and clinical nedical services. We 
shall support this progranne with rural developoent projects 
thrcuB"h cottage industries, low cost technologies and 
nltcrn~to sources of energy. 
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II - BASELINE DATA 

This chapter is derived from the two baseline studies undertaken 
by Drs Bhivarao Patil and Surjit Kaur of the Council for Social 
Development. The first part is based on the audience survey 

·1: 

data collected from 199 young couples where the wives' age was· 
between 15-25 years,· from four villages of Deoband block of 
Saharanpur district in Uttar Pradesh. For this audience survey 
all target' couples available and willing at the tiI.'le of interview 
were included in tho sample. Young couples were selected mainly 
because the fertility rate is high in this age group. 

The couple was studied as a unit, for decisions regarding family 
planning are usually taken jointly, seldom by husband or wife 
alone. 

The selection of villages was guided by five major oonsidc:rations: 

(i) geographical location, 

(ii) distance from the family planning centre, in particular, 
and the pucca road in general, 

(iii)size of population, 

(iv) diffusion rate of family planning I.'lethods, 

(v) social and religious compositions or cooplexity. The 
location of these villages can be seen froI.'l Table I and the 
accompa~ying map. 

TABLE I: CHARACTERISTICS OF SURVEY VILLAGES 
•·· ... ·• -~•· - - ~ •·· ---··· ..... 

t 
I 

Chc.racteristics _ Uchaga.on GhoJ.oli Kuri ·Gunarsi 
............... _. ~--.-- --••---•--•- -- --·•-+---- ... .---•-•------...._., .. -.__.~-•--•••....-•.,. :.W_. ................ ,_,:.;,,J&,.,,.._.:.·;..r."'--•--.--• 

Geographical location 
Distance from PrinarrJ Health 

C.entre 
Total Population 
Totn.l Scheduled C['..stes 
Target couples 
(wives age between 15-25 

years) 
Protected Couples 

West 

13 Kr::1s 
; 917 

' r 
·l 

379 

44 

9 

South 

11 Kns 
1607 

760 

76 

5 

East 

7 Kos 
2640 
1190 

100 

45 

Centre 

4 Kns 
1528 

720 

80 

9 ____ .. ·--------- ---· -·------
II/2 
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The readiness of respondents is an important factor in the 
interview situation. The unwilling and hesitant respondents 
contribute little to the understanding of the human behaviour 
under investigation. Thus, only the willing were included ir. 
the survey. Even then the replies were often highly subjbctive 
and did·not always correspond to objective reality, for e:x.anple, 
husbands and their wives reported different number of childYen 
born to them. 

TABLE II: MEAN SCORES OF HUSBANDS AND WIVES ON' SEVEN POINT SC.ALES 

Cooperation 
Comprehension 
Presence of others 
Interference by others 

7 
6 
3 
0.5 

5 
4 
3 
2." 

On an average three people were found to be present at the tine 
of the interview, but the onlookers present interfered more at 
the interviews of the wives. The interview situation was thus 
somewhat in_hibi ted, and it was d.ifficul t to· get the more subtle 
and meaningful r9sponses to open ended questions. For this 
survey a combination of open ended and pre coded questions were 
used in a struc'tured interview schedule. The interview schedule 
included 35 major questions and lasted on an average for 20 
minutes. It was pretested and revised substantially befo:te 
it was finally administered to 199 couples. The questionnaire 
is reproduced a~ the end of this chapter. 

The questionnaire was designed to gather information about 

(i) family background in terms of age, caste, religion, marital 
status, education, occupation and income, 

(ii) perception of changing family status, 

(iii) perception of family welfare, 

(iv) material possession and expectations, 
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; : -(v,: ~d~als of faDily planning, such as bes:t 
: ,;'\,.;' girl '"-··ma.rr,ie.ge,_ spa~ing a.rid fa.znily size, • 

(rt}-~int~~ spouse comnunicati,on, 
~ 
( y.i±'J mari to.l life,. 

... T ,.~ l' ~ 

.:.· :1 .L-"~--~F-

{viii} knowledg-~ of physiology· pf- _reproduction, 
-

(ix) awo.renoss, interest, willingness and a.d~ption of fa.oily 
planning methods, 
C~,i ... _ ~ 

_· (x:)_ col!ll!luriicctibn behaviour o.nd skills, 
~ ,. '; -

. 
(xi.) fo.nil;y· planning oo~unicaticn. thr6ugh na.ss riedia. ~d 

• - person to person contact, • 

(xii) perception of. social sanction of birth control tlethods, 
o.nd -" •• :· - ) _:. '} -:;,:.u '! •• ,,: -.. 
(xiii.) opinion and ~til.~so.tion ~-o/ f~nily planning seivices;. •1,,;y 
The ain was to arrive at on understanding of basic a.tti tuies · : , • 
nnd reo.li ties tho.t detcrnine the decision nald,-ng proai,ss i, - -• :' 

Tl.BLE III: AGE GROUPS OF RESPONDENTS -· 
... 

Age groups-, . Husbands 
, ...... _____________ _ 

15 16 
17 20 
21 25 
26 30 
31 44 

Mean .a.gee. 

\ 

0 
24 
93 
68 

I ! r .. ;~ ..,: . · .. 
'··: .... ;, <:· 

15 
75 
9·5-' 
14 
0 14 

c ........ -------~--------=;·;··--·:1.-s:·'2i -,--· -· - . j. 

·----------------.-~ -::;--·--- ' • ..,, -~· ' 

The 14: wi v1es beyond the": reproductive· age. group 'of 15- - 25 • ·, ,. 
yea.rs were· included in our sample becausQ they were 
approached through their husbands who reported their age. 
as being less than 25 years. In other words, the age of_, .. 
the wi.f e- D.s __ reported;. by her hu~bpnd was used as .a. cri teri 6n .. • 
for "selecting; the to.rget couples in our sa.ople .• 
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TABLE IV: REPORTED AGE AT MARRIAGE 

Husbands Wives 

12 
103 

80 
0 

6 9 
10 - 14 
15 - 20 
21 - 33 

0 
20 

126 
53 

·- ·-···· ····--·-·--·-----~--____:_:..._ ________ •• _ •• __ --·· 

Mean age 18 14 

The majority of women were married before the age of 15 and 
the majority of men were married aft~r the c.;,ge of 15. 

TABLE V; YEARS OF HARRIED LIFE 

Years Husbands v!i ves 

- -·-·--·- ··--------·-·--•·----·-•- ·---- ---------'- ·------... ·•··· 

1 - 5 
6 10 

11 15 
16 19 

70 
91 
31 
5 

57 
93 
40 

5 

Hean years 9 9 

The husbands and 1.d ves differed in their reports of the saI"le 
data, for example, the number of years they had been married. 
The mean years of m~rried life for couples in the sample is 
about nino yc~rs and the range is 1 - 19 years. 

TAJ3LE VI: N1TI1BER OF BOYS AND GIRLS BORN AN'D rmrnERS LIVD
1
G 

TO CCUPLES - -------· ·-- -· · ••. --::.=-=="-H-u_s_b-ands • . • Wives 
N ... b of ··•·•--··-· ------···· ·· .---·- ·-· ---·---·· -- ·-··-•• ·•·•··--··-··--·• • ··• ·-

w~ er . . :Boys Girls i Boys Girls • • 
children ; ___________ :__ . -----·--.,...:..-------•-, --------,·----·--· ·-----· • 

____ ----\- .~9:rr'~ !i!.Yt~g_;~_O!'f! ;_J,Jy_i.:ng _1 ~C>;'.!_l J,_:!._yJ._~g_,.orr1, L~y~_g • • 

o 1 77 86 ' 84 94 77 71 I 77 ' 88 
1 56 59 65 63 55 59 • 62 63 
2 42 39 32 28 34 43 33 29 
3 17 11 17 ' 12 19 9 18 13 
4 6 4 1 1 9 5 2 4 
5 1 0 1 1 
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The number of boys and girls living is reported differently 

by husbands and wives. 

TABLE VII: COMPOSITION OF SAMPLE 

Community. Number of Couples 

Brcbr::in 
Gujar 
Jat 
Vaishya 
Badai 
Julaha 
Dhivar 
Scheduled castes 
Muslims 

TABLE VIII: OCCUPATIOH 

52 
2 
8 
6 
8 

11 
68 
44 
10 

----••·------•-•••rn••--•--••--•· - • 

I 
Fe0ale Category Male 

- ·•-·· ---- ·-. -···-··-------- ___ ..J___ ____ -----------'- ---- • ------· -·-· •• 
182 

6 
8 

Housewives 
Cultivators 95 
Agri-labourers 61 
Artisans 7 
Blue collc1,r workers 13 
White collar workers ; 5 
Unspecified 17 

_ No occupation -------·· _____ 1 

No education 

1 - 4 years 

5 - 8 years 
9 11 years 

l -· 
! 

Husbands 
66 

21 
42 
52 

Wives 
155 

13 
28 

12 18 years 18 -·- -- ----·-·. -· - -·-· -·-··-· --------· --··•·- _____ ,._ •------·---·-• ---•• 

Meo.n years of educatlon 6 and 2 
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Hindi is the connon language and the necUun of inst.ruction 
a.nd corinunication. More thc.n 80 pcrc0nt of th: wor.:c::1 and 
36 percent of the ncn cannot read or write nt c.11. 
Therefore, the wri tt.:m word ha.s lirti tcd reach in chis nrc.'J.. 

COMHUNICJ.TION PROCESS 

The husb::i.nds und wives in the s~~ple wcro asked to choose 
between the pairs of na.ss nedia ns more credible for 
infornation about f~r~ly planning and also between pairs of 
p0rson to person contact as r;orc legitinQtc for ~dvicc. 

T/J3LE X: HUSBiilrDS lilm WIVES INDICATING THEIR CHOICES FOR 
MJ.ss MEDIA_ LS CREDIBLE JJ-J:D PERSON TO PERSC:tJ 
C OlTTACT liS LF.GITI:H/~TE. 

·------·--·---·····-•·•·--· .. ----.-------------·-~ ...... _ .. ··-··--·--··- ----··· ·--··--••··- ... -~--- . ----••-·- ·-· .. -
MEDIL CHOICES l{JJJ8 BY 

---·•·---···-··--·· 

RUSE .. ~NI>S 

• - ----~- ··-------· •···--- - •---·---· ·-··· -... ' ( in porccmt) 

WIVES 

(in percent) 
1'IJ.SS MEDI/. 

Newspaper 
FilD 
Poster 
Lea.fl ct 

PERSON TO PERSOF CONTI.CT . ; 

Funily Menbers 
Friends 
Relntives 
Leaders 

I 

! 
I 

18 
44 
22 
16 

47 
26 
20 
07 

22 
46 
02 
29 

64 
08 
23 
05 

Both husbands and wives have nentioned filn as the nest 
credible source of informtion for faoily pla.nning when 
coopared with other n~ss Dcdia. 

Table X also shows that both husbands nnd wives oentioned 
fa.oily oenbers as being the nost lE:gi tionte source or-·adVic e 
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about fc.nily pln.nning. The couples a.re strong} y 11oti vnted 
to conforn to f~~ily norns and this affects any d~cinion 
rcga=ding the ~doption of fanily planning □othods. It is 
in this scnso th2.t ed.twc.tion for f'l.Dily planning ln:~ludcs 
the entirG f,.:-.ily. 

T~".:3LE XI: PERCEi1TAG~S OF HUS::SANDS AND WIVES WnO n1,;1_1 BR HAD /JTY 
B.Y-.20Su3.E TO Hl.SS MEDI/. 1.::.E) F_'JULY PLLJi'.NHJG HESSAGES. 

M:ZDIA HOT Hu.YING EJC'0SURE 

Husband 
(i:;J. percent) 

Wives 
j (in _pe rccn-~) 

' . ·-----··· --- .,.. .. -•--·-- ·-·-·-••··-

'i:10•-:~s or ci tj_ e::, 
r_;:1o R,_-, c.i o 
r:o=:10:.~ial F.iln 

~:-.llo 
rJ-}WcT'G. n~r . 
.Bc,->~:3.ets/1 eafJ.et s 

4 
20 
56 
63 

19 
69 
35 
72 
82 

72 
90 
(2 
99 
;4 

L l:'8.j or proportion of our sariple popula~::.o>i h2..•:e n-:i ·; :·e ·; h::/ ~. 
".:1:-,r cxpo::iure to filos, con□er-::.ic.l or thc::::c -~::""".':~: :~·:_; :..'--, i 

1 
:' 

p1.ru:n::.ng messages. De s_pi te this f['_c-l; chc;, ~ c- -- ,­ • _ 2.i.1 -;;o 

be the nost credible source of info~--::iati~~. 

T.t...:BLE XII: PT-IB.CE11TJ,.GES OF HUSJ3Ll-IDS .tdG) .rrv::::s '.,r--··J :i:;- ·=--~ L'..0 
cmfi.11 .. CT WITH /.:ND '.mo NEVER r~:,_cr:rn::i; . ,·.: 

HELPJULIJESS OF F/J1ILY l'L/.I'.lUHG \·!0.-.7.F'.-

-----------~------------------- ---------
NOr C0N'l'ACTil-1G IERSO!!AL 

Govt. Doctor 
::1'? Worker 
.'11:M/Nurc a 

-·-·- ..... -·-·•·--- .f ... ·--·. ;;_,. ..... ··-·T .. •·• .. -.. ·-·•·-·z~. ~ .:·-~-·-; ··- ·:·~:...;:,.·~-:. •• 
HUSBANDS I WIV .1..S ll RTT...,...l •.... , : ,/.!. ~ .. >J 

78 
75 
94 

! __ ..,...... _______ : 

80 
88 
64 

77 
85 
91 
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In general, govemme~t doctors, fanily plaming workers and 
auxilary nurse midwives are not perceived as being very 
helpful specially by those who have norc frequent ccntacts 
with them. 

PERCEPTION OF FAMILY PLl.NlIT!JG 

TJ.03LE XIII: PERCEPTI 01: OF FJJULY PLJ..NNING 
---··· • ·•··•-· -- ----·• ·----·· ----·-··· -•-•· ... ----·-·····--·---·--·•-·-··-•·•---·· ··--····--

Disadvantages for j Husb<'.Ilds % : Wives % 
·--·--···•- - - -·•- -·-· ··-·-- • ----· -· --~----------·------·--· ·-··-----··--•·------· ··-··· ·-·------·---. ···- •· 

I I 

Mother 
Father 
Child 
CO!:l.Duni ty 
Religion 
Nation 

3.5 
4.0 
3.0 
3.0 
4.0 
3.5 

23.0 
25.0 
21.0 
19. O 
18.0 
19.0 

--· ---------···----------·-· -··-· ---··-- ·-· ---· ··--- ·-·-·--· ·-•·---

Ti'.J3LE XIV: PERCEll:TJ..GE OF HUSBANDS ltND WIVES INDICli.TING 
IGNORiJ~CE, UNWILLINGNESS TO KNOW, US/ .. GE JiND 
UNWILLINGNESS TO TRY OR USE, SOCI/J. DISAPPROVJ..L 
FOR Vl:.RIOUS F1Jl1ILY PLAf.IlUNG METHODS 

-----•·-•-·· ···-·- ·--·---·-·---- ·----· ---- •·----•·--•------ ·-···---· 
Fanily 
Planning 
Methods 

; PERCENT!.GE PERCEI:TJ.,GE PERCEN'TAGE PERCEi'ITJ.GE PERCEN'Tl.GE 
IGNORJ.JlT ;UI:WILLING : NOT USING l.J:NWILLING . PERCEIVING 

'TO KNOW l OR TRYING ~O TRY OR SOCILL 
• • USE ; DISJ.PFROVAL 

-------..- ------·· --------------4-----·---------. ---·- -- . -----·--··-· _,. __ ,,_ --i • 

I'll I'll (fl C/l 

otJ 'O 'C ! 'O 'O 

~ ~ ~ i ~ 5 rn c~ j C/l G C/l r~ (/) (c r:n 
.0 0 ·.O 0 .0 0 i .0 0 .0 0 

C1l > I'/) i,. I'll > C/l ► t1 > 
! ~ 

i ::s •ri £ ;_r-i ::s ·ri t ~ ·ri ·ri 
p::: : ~ i :::r:l l 

..,... P=1 ;:;,; ~ ~ 
... ·- •·· I : I ' ' ·•------- -·-r•--··--1-- ·---•··•---·-t--- ----.-· ,--•P .f>- .. ,. ••0 ··t 

I I ! 
I 

;40 54 59 73' 86 61 ,80 54 52 NIRODH l 15 i 

I 46 
' 

LOOP 
j 

36 54 57 94 i 88 ·70 '82 81 72 
I l 

Vl .. S::X:TOMY 
I 2 9 52 62 98 98 86 :99 91~ 9C' 
I 
i 

TUJ3EDTOMY 3 13 54 60 99 97 ,86 82 94 88 
--·-·• .. -· -~·-· ..•.. . - ...... •N•••-- ..... - -- . 
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Table XIV shows that respondents perceive greater disapproval 
regn.rding sterlisation as coopared to spacing ncthods. It 
would also appear that fnnily planning is thought of naL~ly 
as sterlisation. 

TAJ3LE XV: IDRJ.LS OF FJ...MILY PLAN:NING AS CONCEIVED :EY 130TH 
HUSJ3:.NDS 1..ND WIVES 

- - ·- ·--- ·-----··-· -- --· ·------· ·-------------·-------·---·---

Idan.ls Husbands Wives 

-----· .. ····-•·•- ----- ·- ---------·· ------•-··-·--· ----+-•·---- ·---·- --····-

Spacing after narringe (years) 
Spacing between babies (years) 
Nuober of boys desired 
Nunber of girls desired 

3 
2 
2 
1 

3 
2 
2 
1 

Tnble XV shows two different ideals of spacing, that is, 
between narriage and the first child and between two 
subsequent children. The najority of both husbands ~nd 
wives thought three years an ideal spacing, which is also 
n.dvcc~ted by the f~ruly planning progrn.D!:le. 93 percent 
of the respondents did net nention any disadvan~~ges of 
spo.cin 6 • However, the disadvantages of n. protracted period 
of child-bearing and conforoity to traditional faoily noros 
in favour of large fanilies were nentioned as negative 
factors affecting cpinions regarding the idaal spacing period. 
J&iong the advantages 90 p.::rccnt of the r...;cpondcmts rc;-crted 
t}1~t ·t:·.:: he::::.l th of t-h0 child w:>..s the nost i::ipork.nt, f9llowed by 
well-being of fanily, health cf nether, oa.terial and 
psychological benefits. Table XV indic~tes the ideal fanily 
size, that is, the Jesired nuober of boys and girls, as 
separately dasircd by husbands and wives. It is unrealistic 
to advocate an ideal faoily size in terns of the total 
nuober of children desired as everybody oakes a distinction 
between the nunber of boys and girls desired; when asked to 
cention the disadvantages of a snall faoily 33 percent did 
not nention a single one. Others, however, nentioned, in 
order of inportance, shortage of labour, high rote of infant 
oorbidity, insecurity in cld n,ge, and danger of going against 
the law of nature and fanily (which are in favour of large 
fruli.lies). A large faci.ly is held to be an insurance of 
sorts against these disa<lvantages. 
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TABLE XVI: PERCEl:JTJ.GES OF HUSR'JIT.DS /,.ND wrv:cs nrnrc1. 'rli'JG 
'NO NEED' FOR SPJ.CUJG /..ND STERILIZLTIOi: OF 
F!...MILY PL/1N:i~ING. 

Fn.nily Pl[l.!lning Mcth()(1 s 
N.'.'t ncer..inc 

...... _________ ..... ________ __ 

Spacing­

Sterilization 

Husb 2-ncls 
... ___ ., ..... __ -... -

51 
86 

68 

73 

TABLE XVII: PERCENT!.GES OF HUSBL1'IDS J.ND UIVES INDICJ,.TI?IG 
NO NEED FOR KNOWLEDGE l.J30UT SEXUJ...L INTERCOURSE 
C ONC EPTI 01[, J,.HD C ONTRJ.C EPTI DrJ 1, T THE TIME OF 
1-11,.RRIJ.GE 

Phcn r;nen,·n 
........... .. ....... -

Ccnce;-,ti on 

Contraceptisn 

H~ving ns kncwl(_dgo Havinb no need 

Husb.:-mis 

29 

65 

76 

Wives 

80 

85 
96 

Husb'.:nds Wives • 

17 
21 

29 

46 
48 
65 

TKELE XVIII: PERCENTJ.GDS OF :ms:BJ..NDS :.ED WIVES nTDICilTDTG 
nEJ.so:rrn FOii NOT WJJ!TING TO KNOW Oii TRY FJ.JIULY 
PL!u"'{iUNG 1'1ETh0DS 

Knc1wing/ Net Ind.iffcre:nt ~inst 
Using ncedinIT 

............. _ ... .. ' .. -.... • ··- ... . ... .. .. . . ..... . .. -•• - - --. -----· 
II-.isbands knowler1.ge 31 25 23 23 
Husb~c.s trial 17 26 23 35 
Wives knowleC.ge 27 38 13 22 
Wives trial 12 41 17 29 
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In the second study a total of 40 workers from different job 
categories currently posted in three blocks of Saharanpur 
District - Sarsawa, Deoband and Nagal - were interviewed at 
their respective places of work. 

The following is a brief dascription of these wo:rlcors with 
regard to their socio-economic background - age, cduc~tion, 
marital status, average number of children ru!!Ong na.rried 
workers; training in family planning, duration of work in 
the fields of health and fo.mily planning, with special 
reference to their current jobs in rural areas. (Seo 
Table I) 

BLOCK MEDICAL OFFICERS (BMO) 

The BMOs ho.ve the overall responsibility of providing 
leadorship to the entire health and fnaily planning staff, 
of coordinating their work for health care and fn.._rtlly 
planninc services t0 '.lll estimated population of 85,000 
citizens in each block. They ~re nlso charged with the 
responsibility of ensuring adequate supplies of equipment, 
drugs, contrnceptives, as well as the educ~ticna.1 riaterials 
needed by the extension workers for carrying out their work 
in procotinti fccily planning aoong the young carried couples. 
They are nlso in chn.rge of the inservice training of al.I the 
workers in their respect! ve areas. 

Four Medipal Officers, working in the two blocks - Deoband 
Md Sarsawa, were interviewed in order to assess their 
levels cf conr.dtcent to the faru.ly planning proS1'8,l!lllle, and 
to deter.:1ine the likelihood of their coope:mtion ~ the 
developnent of the proposed aedia Jlla,terials,. 'bo be provided 
to their respective telll!ls of village workers in Cai'rying out 
fo.cily planning ext~nsion work more effectively. 

Three out.of the four officers d.nte 
and had n.n avcro.J'e of ~o children et". 
reported that they CN!le fron X'lll'al ar·a 
and Ra.jasth'1ll. Whereas th d sp 
years in the henltli d 
rural areas of Utt 
fa.:iily plannine ,. 
not appear tc b 
of proootine f. 
down upon by t 

.. 
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1

IC8 ~p RJml:'OND;..;t'.TS 
----- -.-- .. -----·-•--•·- ---·--·- ------ ____ ,.. ___ •~-·~-·· .. ·-··· ---- .. ~·----~ ·--------------~---------·---~----·· 

~~ers 
I 

Ce.teg_'.)!'~_::. _______________ -t _ 1_:'~ __ _!:_HA ___ 1!rv ___ /:':':. ____ _"'.10 __ \ 

-----~-~i'_ry19. __ ~~c ______________ ~_.3-_____ :) _ ----~---. _____ ---~~------~----··. 

-----. \ - --------- \ 
----· __ ..... ------- --··· .... -·· ..... ----·· -······ _____ _:::::::7--·----·····----·-··---·--· .,. • -· -·· •····----·----

\ tla1e Mal 3 

Variables 

Sex of the respondent 
Female Fer.12..lc Mn.lo 

Average uge in y~urs 
33,70 26,70 24.00 34.50 31. 25 

P0rcent Married 
100.00 92,30 33,30 92.86 75.00 

Average number of children 
2.70 2.JO 1.50 2.23 2.00 

Average number of sons 
1.00 0.17 0.50 1.08 1.67 

Percent with Rural B2..ckground 
100.00 84.60 66.60 21.42 75.00 

~ \Average years of Experience in Health 7.30 2.64 3.40 
1 Programr1c 

8.17 5.20 

Average number of years in service in 
fc..nily planning 

7.30 2.64 2.80 5.24 1.00 

Average duration of service in years at 2.00 I 
5.60 2.64 2.80 3.91 

I 
prGsent post 
ilverc..gc nur1bcr of ycnrs of service in 7.30 2,64 3.40 5.s1 3.20 I 

I 

Rural Areas 
Average years of stay 2.t the present 

l 
I 3.90 1,55 1,80 2.45 2.00 
l - - --··---- ---- ·• ____ J 

pJ.acc --·---------
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BLCX:::K EXTENSION EDUCATORS (BEE) 

Three BEEs, one froo each block, were interviewed with regari 
to their current roles in providing lcGdorshir t the c-i,10 
mid feno.le workers in planninG, supervising ~nd co)rc:in'l.tin,_; 
their educo..tion!'.11 and ooti v~tiono.l acti vi tics f'.)r ~:rocot::.ng 
fao.ily planning adcption e.nong the young na.rricd ccuples, 
coverine n.n estinatcc. popul~tion of 85,000 to one l'.:kh in 
ea.ch block. All the three respondents h::i.d very hic:;-b ac'1.denic 
qualificr'.tions, MC'..ster' s rlccrccs in one of the Soci 21 
Sciences and ho.d o.n o..vera.ee of 7.3 ye~rs service in the fo..nily 
plo.,nnini:; progrc.nne. JUl three were ;:JD.rri ed with an 2.verace 
of 2.7 children. These hiffhly CCTUc~ted BEEs, o.lnost in 
their □id-thirties, with high acadenic qu~lifications, 111d 
a fc..irly lone rGri--c: of service in the rural areas appe2r 
to be well qualified to oeet the requirecents of their jobs. 
But their res:;:ionsc pn.tterns to the subsequent questi,ms 
indicc.tec a hich level of frustration ,".U'ld dissatisf~ction 
with the nature of duties they were expecte~ to ~crfom in 
the tarcet-orientad fc..nily plc.nninc progranne. They found 
the short-tern trainine of the naxinu.r.i durntion of 30 d8.Ys 
inadequate, and they were o.ost unhappy about the 
steriliso.. tion tc'-rcets, in thn.t they ho,d "to cone en tra te on 
collectinc vascctoo.y c3ses, even at tho cost of their duties 
o..s 'educators', 'supervisors' 2.nd 'coC'rdinatcrs'. La.ck of 
physic~l f~cilities, va~ue job descriptions, poor 
coordination of activities of other workers in the progranne, 
larce areas of o~cration with lio.itcc transport facilities, 
with practically nothinG to cffer in terms of ta.neible 
services for connunity wclfo..re, they feel unwanted by the 
people, in ~cner-::!.l, and I ill-treated I by their superiors. 
Although they wer0 fairly satisfied with the oonetary 
benefits prcvide,l by their present jobs, all three of theo said 
that if they were offered another job with similar benefits, 
they would like to switch over to the other job. Lack of 
job security was Mother inportant problen faced by then in 
their nebulous work. 

FAMILY PLA}ThTING HEALTH ASSISTANTS (FPHA) 

The FPHA is~ oale worker who co.rrieQ out faoily plaming 
extension work at the peripheral level in accordance with 
the block plan. He works directly under the supervision of 
the BEE to assist hie in 

(a} conductinc inservice trainine proGranl!les for the villaae 
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level workers including the local opinion leaders, depot 
holders, • , 

(b) . 1organi~ing mass education a.cti vi ties such as film shows, 
group meetings, fa~ily planning exhibitions, etcetera, o.nd 

( c) in- coorc.inating his ·e~·tensi on cducat~on activities with 
those of the personnel working in related welfare progrn.mmes 
such as the C0m~unity Development Programmes or functional 
literacy fer fc::,rrners, or nutrition education for young 
mothers. This particular category of male worker sit~ated 
at the p0riphcr.:1.l level is vitc.1 for 0ur study, in that the 
FPF..A happens to provide the closest link between the com1unity, 
the fcnnle workers in the pori1)hory, thc,t is, the Auxiliary 
Nurse Micwifc (A1'TI'-1) and the A-d□inistrn.tion ot the:: block level. 

A total of 13 FPIU.s working in different a.ro':l.S of tho' thrc.c 
blocks of S-'lrsaw::,, IJoobnnd a.nd Na.gn.1 were interviewed with 
the help cf 3 structured questionnaire designed for 
eliciting data in: line with the same overall objective as 
st,ted nbcve. 

ThGse workers h olont:, tc. a conpar::ti vely younger 2.gc gr our,, 
with 8J1 averc~go :-,,ge of 26. 7 yinrs~ all but one were □arriCt: 
and ho..d an n.ver'lce of 2 children, mostly fel:lnles ( see Tabl 0 I )o 
Al□ost 85 percent cf them cane fron rurnl arc~s, over one 
third h~d bachelor's d0grees, and the rest or· thei:: had 
received fc.r;x1.l eauc['.tion rn.nging betwoon High Schr,ol, ::ind 
Inter□edinte collef:e educ-:>..tion. They hCl-d spent an avcr:l£·r 
cf 2.64 ye::>..rs in service, :ne.inly in f3,::u.ly rlannin,-; in rm·c:i 
c.reas cf Utt2.r Pradesh, with c,n average cf I. 55 ye2.rs 2.t 
their current places (.f work. None of these w)rkcrs h--:.·.:. 
received any kind of oricnt::i..tion tr2.ining in f::i.~:il;y rJ. m~::: 
:prior to doinG their work as FPHAs~ r.nd less th"..Il 5ri • 
percent h:1.d thus far attencle:l the inscrvice traininc --:oui--s::-_r'-~ 
usually of n. duration of about 30 days, ,~n .the sri..n-.: l~'ncs 
as th~t of the BEEs. These workers, who are supposed to~( 
the key people entrusted with the importunt job of servi!"lC • 
an average population of 2,090 to 3,000 scatteree ~n- about,,.'." 
15 villages with heal th care facili tt-es and family planr.ir.g -
services, especially for ncl.es, find 'themselves ill-eq1.lip:r,i•e1 
with the technical skills, medical.supplies, incluiing 
contraceptives, and tranport facilities c onside r.ed nec~ss~i";v 
for effective perfornance of their dU:ties. With little .or 
no train:..ng in fawily planning, inadequate supervision and 
guidanc_e from the :BEE, . they seem to be -Overwhelmed. and -at. •,. 

.. 
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times overawed by their precarious situation especially when 
they have to meet the target for sterilisation from a 
population ,-:hich r,a,y turn hostile. Almost 50 percent of 
these workers said they would like to change tteir job 
if an .:i.l tcmnti ve wo..s possible, and over 30 percent 
found th~ir cur~cnt salaries inadequate to meet their 
daily requirements with the rising cost of living. These 
workers appe~r to have little knowl~dge of their job 
functions. Hhen asked about the dc,ta.i.ls of their activities, 
alBost all of them admitted that their daily visits to 
V"..rious vill2.ges boilec'l down to 2. 1 formality' ~nd that they 
really die. :-i,---t f0eJ_ trey were doi:;:ig useful ser,ice to the 
cornmuni ty. 

LADY HEALTH VISITORS (LIIV) 

Usually there are two LHVs located at the Primary Health 
Centre whose fficl.in job is to provide maternity and child 
health services and family planning advice to young married 
women through the PHC clinic, and to supervise the work of 
ANEs, covering a population of around 3,000 people. LHVs 
are also in charge of the Dai training progTammes. 

A total of 6 LHVs i.-rorkins in the three blocks under study 
were interviewed, their average age was 24 years, and only 
two of them were married; one had two children and the 
other only one child at the time of the interview. Around 
2/3 of them came from a ru:ral background. The average 
duration of their service in the rural areas was 3.4 years 
and they had an average of 2.8 years service in the fa~ily 
planning programmes. All these young female worko2rs i:,i.io 
are entrusted with heavy supervisory responsi b..:._:_i ties h.:~.pp~r 
to be directly appointed to these posi ticns ,.-i th no pr.i.0·· 
experience in family planning work. When asl::od abo'J.t tl1c 
distribution of their time spent on various job functions 
they reported that the maximum amount of time -.vas ,pent 
in the field and only an averace of 10.3 hours per week 
were spent in providing clinical service3. It ~s ~ot 
surprisine to ncte that onl;r one of these six workers f;;lt 
respected by the village community# They were, bowe ,'er, 
not too dissatisfied with their working conditions and the 
monetary benefits associated with their jobs. (See Table II 
and III). 

AUXILIARY :t-!URSE MIDWIVES (ANM) 

The AN!1 has the pivotal role in the family planning programme 
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of India, in that these trained female workers are entrusted 
with the job of providing actual services for maternity and 
child health care as well as family plaming in the rural 
areas. A total of 14 AEJ.Ts located in different areas of the 
three blocks under study were interviewed at their places 
of residence and work. These female workers were a 
comparatively older group, ~ith ~n average ~gc of 34,5 years, 
ell but one of whom ~;£re m:::.rried and h~d an average of 2. 23 
children each. Almost 80 percent of thcso female workers, 
who reported thD.t trie;y h::::.d spent an average of 5-8 yC:;ars 
of service in rui'al are::-s, originally corac from ci tic,s. 
( Se:c Tabl € I) 

' This category of wcrk0rs, consisting of about on;; third of 
the total number of re:sponddnts of this studyf appear to be 
corapar;:,.tivcly more effccti ve in the performn.nce of their 
job functions. r.rheir success is also reflected by their 
positive self ccncepts, ir terns of the respect ::ind 
:i.ppreciation accorded tc then b;y the village coru:uni tics 
in their areas of operation. Their associaticn with family 
planning wcrk obviously did not spoil their iongc in the 
ccmn1.~ity as it did in the cnsc of the other workers, for 
exanple, BEEs, FPHAs and even LHVs (Sec Tnble II). All of 
the~ reported having underg0ne fornal training ranging 
between 16 oonths to 2 yc~rs before or after joining their 
work in fanily pln.nning. 

In spite of the:ir intcnsi ve trn.i.ning in skills in the 
naternity and child he~lth care services, these fenale 
wcrkers reported that they spent the naxir:nm anount of 
their tine in doing field work for proraotion of fanily 
pln.nning ,,·ork in the target oriented fn.nily plaming 
progra:a~e; alnost all the ANMs in this study sacplc 
indicated their inG.bili ty to provide high quality services 
fer maternity and child health en.re. In comm0n with the 
other categories of workers interviewed during the course 
cf this study, these workers complained about the obvious 
lack of trans pert facilities, and the apathetic attitudes 
e,f their senio:::::-s. They felt th.:i.t their work was also being 
hampered due tc inn.dequ11te supplies cf medicine, and lo.ck 
cf cooperation from the block level staff in providing 
medic~l treatment to the cases referred to then by the 
villa.ge level wcrkers. Poer quc.li ty of supervision from the 
block level staff is indicated by these workers hn.ving to 
report separ~tcly to the EMO, EEE, LHV or any ~ther senior 
staff members in their c.rcn especially as n0ne of them had 



TJ,BLE II: RESPOND NTS' LEVEL OF' KNC:1Ti,EDGB C' ,IOli FUNC•l'IGNS ii.ND JOB SJ.TISFJ.CTIONS 
-·· .. --·-·-•·•-·-

I Workers' Categories i BEZ FPHli. LHV ANN 
I-"--::::::;::._: ____ ·---- ------...... ·---•-··. _,_,, __ ,. -· ···••- . . .,_, __ ' 

So.nplo Size I 3 13 6 14 - ... -........... 
-----~-----

Statem,:mts rc:\~•.rdin.:, j.-b· --- ...... __ 
I I functi~ns & job satisfaction --- •· 

A. Understanding of job functions I 

1. Very Good 0 7 .69% 0 14. 29% 
2. Good 66.60% 23.08% 16 .67% 14.29% 
3. &l.tisfactory ' 0 38.46% 50.00;:~ 50.00% ' 4. Vague ; 33.30% 30.77% 33-33% 24.42% 

I I 
t-- j B. Job Satisfaction of workers .- I 

\ I 

1. Foel respected by the community 0 23.08% 16.67% 57 .14% 
2. &tisficd with moncto.ry be:ncfits 66.60% 69.23% 66.675~ 64.29% 
3. Satisfied with workinB conditions 33.30% 53.85% 83.33% 57.14% 

1, .• ... _ ·-·--•--·---· .. ,,---~-----·--·- ···~-•-·--·--·--·•----•· .... ~----· ·•• •.• .,.. •. _,, ..... , ... _, __ , --·--·· ______ ,.,_, ···--- ·--··•·•---· 

NOTE: Interviews with BNO' s were concentrated r,1ainly on their ntti tudcs toward 
fnr.iily planning rathur than their job functions • 

...__, -~.. ~-~••v--T 1Jir" - , .. , c•r•r •1 •••• 

co .,-
...... 
H 
H 



TABLE III: DETAILS Ole AVERAGE WE~(LY TIME I:N HOURS SPENT ON Dinmm.' ,~·-,)~N'i. 
J e,n :r·o1'!C'I'I ons BY DIFF~ 1T CATIDORIES OF FAMILY PWDING ·i• ',.t,, 

1;1orke:rs I Cc t;:;c;cr-ie!3 

i,;;i...c;~ .. -~ ..... ----..-·--· - ~;-«-:=~a.J 
:BEE FPHA 

----~- ' 
. --.. _:,t-·,. 

. ,•,-.-· ·, 

..- . ..- ----,·•~•,.......,.·.••~,-•r·:..~.-:-~-:s--•-,--.,-_-:_,._,,_,_,-,-z:,;·!,o_.., .. ___ _ 

• -=-.:::....:.-:._: 
Sa.nple Size 3 13 6 . 

~-/.-~, 
.t_:· !·•·, 

g 14;.,_ 
- l ~) »:.::,_ 

'• 

JQb Functions 

l Fi.eld Work 

~ t 2 
Tr::i.v~lling 

I 3 Clinic 

4 Record Keeping 

~~:1-· ;,· ·,; , 
30.00 30.31 

22.61: .. :2l•11·· -: :' ~--~ ·-//, • 
e.oo 10.31 a.67 - •. ":· 4:.&I 

.. -.:: '"·..i -~ .. l 

0 0 10.33 '_ • .-,<::!' •~ I .. '• " / ... ,_ ., -, 

3.50 5.62 5 33. • · · ,:·. '1•4~ 
, .• : :- :.''' J 

---1 ,' ••. fii· 1 

Tota.l Weekly Tice r . . ---- .... .. ................ -....... ___...,-.... 

41.50 46.24 47.00 40.,:4 

I 
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received written instructions with regard to the specific 
job functions expected of them by their superiors. In spite 
of these difficulties and the constraints under which these 
female workers have to operate, it is obvious that these 
workers, as compared to their supervisors (LHVs), and their 
male counterparts in the field areas, have shown a remarkable 
capacity to understand and adjust to their situations, and 
to cope with the numerous problems in dealing with their 
superiors and in creating a useful role for themselves, and 
then projecting a positive image in village communities 
being assisted by them. 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 

All respondents from differnt categories were asked about 

(i) the types of instructional materials which were used 
by their instructors in their preaervice or ins~rvice training, 

(ii) instructional materials currently available to them 
for educational and motivational work for family plaming 
in their areas of work~ 

(iii)the types of materials found useful in conveying the 
message of family planning more effectively and, 

(iv) the types of materials they would like to have for 

(a) imparting knowledge of human reproductive biology .:i.nd 

{b) motivational work for family planning among the rur~l 
young married couples. 

All workers who had undergone preservice or inscrvice training 
for family planning mentioned films, charts and flash cards 
as the audiovisual aide used by their instructors during 
their training for their present jobs in farnily planning. 
When asked about the instructional materials currently 
available to them for carrying out family planning work 
extensively in their areas, over 70 percent ANMs and almost 
nn equal proportion of LHVs said that they did not have 
access to any of the instructional aids for their daily work 
in conveying the nessage of family planning aoong their 
clients. However, over 92 percent of the FPHAs and one out 
of the three BEEs froo aoong the nale respondents said that 
they ho.d, at their disposal, flash cards as teaching aids for 
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conveying knowledge : f diffe::-ent contraceptive devices to 
their clients. Printed leaflets and charts were mentione.d 
by a few other workers, but none of the male and female 
workers interviewed in this study said they had access to 
any films or models for carrying out family plarming 
extension work among the young married couples in 
reproductive age groups. (See 'Table IV) 

The majority of the workers who had some of the above stated 
materials at their disposal named flash cards as the.most 
useful audiovisual aid currently being used by then in their 
daily work. Printed literature and charts·wcre mentioned 
by a few other male workers at the peripheral level. 
However, two thirds of the BEEs and LHVs situated at the 
block headquarters, (supervision of male and fenale workers 
at the village level being one of their principal job 
functions), acid that they did not find any of. the cuJ.Tently 
available teaching aids of any use in their daily wark. 
(See Table IV). When asked about additional ria.terials 
"consid~red useful, but not currently available to them", 
around 70 percent of the male and female workers at the 
peripheral level considcTed films on family plarming to be 
the most effective nediun for popularising family plaming 
~non~ the young n"'.Xricd cc~~lcc in rurnl arens • .About two ' 
thirds of the feoale respondents· (LI!Vs and .ANMs) nOJ!led 
flash cards as the next most· import:i.nt and useful aid for 
their fo.nily pl~ing activities; charts o.nd models and 
printed leaflets, were mentioned by a few oth~ respondents 
from the block a~ well as village levels. Surprisingly 
enough, only one rc:s:pondent (an Ami) mentioned puppet shows as 
a likely mediu:a for conveying the message of family plaming 
in their areas. The medicn.l officers interviewed here, were 
most indifferent about their work in fcmly planning 3lld 
when asked about tr.eir needs in terms of teaching a.ids for 
them or their stcff members for imparting knowledge of 
fanily planning among the eligible couples in their areas. 
they casuo.lly nru:isd 'films', •charts' or 'models' as some 
of the teaching aids they ha.d tieard about or seen somewhere, 
which they might like to possess a.nd diuplo.y in their 

clinics. 

When asked about their cuxrent p-ro.ctice • 
"knowledge of human repr9ducti ve bioloa 
st~p for educatin~ their client, in 

ecbniques, o. large me,jori ty of the 
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T_._}1LE IV: LVJ.L,,~;'JII'I1Y k~}L USE OF INSTRUCTIONAL M.1..TERI!.LS FOR EDUCi.TIONi:..L JJ-::D 
HGTI1.'.~'i11CJiTJ...L WORK FC11-{ F!JULY PLJ...NNDJG BY DIFFERENT CJ.TEX:¾CRIES OF 
F ;.1-•n,:; rr -~· .. 11rnTG p:;::Rsc~11':EL. 

-·· •• ., ___ .,,_ • .......... .. ... _, ... .,., ___ , ....... _ .. __ ,.., ·•·•··- .... - ... -- .. - .. - .... •fJJS."'t,.•-",."';. 

'\t!o:ckcrs' C"'..t~.y~,ries 

Sa;;1rJlc Si zo 

Instructional I1c.tc:rinls ~ ........... . 
• ................. .. ... _ ... 

J.. Y~tori~ls presently ~v~ilablc 

1 Flash c::i.rdr:; . 
2 Charts 
3 Models 
4 Literature 

! 

5 Films i 

6 None i 
l 
I 

B. Mn.tcrials Considorod useful 

1 Flash c:::.rds 
2 Literature 
3 Charts i 4 None I 

-•-•---·•• No-•Oo, N ••••----• ,,,,..,. •- ,,,,,., .... , ••--•••noo, -MN• • ... ,,,,,,o,oNO--OOooONOO•---- .. --•N•ONO<'O"••-·•-N' 

BEE 

3 

33-30% 
33.30% 
0 
0 
0 

33.30% 

33.30% 
0 
0 

66.60% 

FPHA 

13 

92.30% 
23. 08~~ 
0 ,,,. 

30.77i) 
0 
0 

76 -92% 
15.38% 
7.69% 
0 

...... --.--.. -- .. --..... ·-., ... 

Lli"V 

6 

33. 30% 
16. 67~; 
0 
0 
0 

56.60% 

33-30% 
0 
0 

66.60% 

1.1m 

14 

21.42% 
7 .14~~ 
0 
0 
0 

71.42% 

21.40% 
0 
0 
0 

. ,..,c · 1-::. .. : .. :...r,_,_~_ait7:-•1:.e:.x~xt~ r 4--::L~--_·•r.;.-H .. J_af.-,,.s.Hf;l ---- 1 _-¥.·:~ 
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were dealing with illiterate people in rural areas. Some or 
them.said it was embarassing to talk about sexual matters 
to orthodox groups of people, especially when they did not. 
possess any visual aids which could be shown to them as 
self-explanatory devices, w.ithout having to talk about the 
socially tabooed topics relating to the vital issue of • 
contracepticn. • 

As shown in Table V, a large majority of the ma.le and female 
workers at the block as well as village level, said that 
they would like to have films specifically designed for 
explaining hw:ian reproductive systems for male and female 
audiences ~s prelininaries for educ~ting their clients in 
the proper use of different contraceptive dQvices. 
Considering the fino.ncia.l and technical difficulties 
involved in production a.nd dissemination of filns suited 
to the local culture, almost 79 percent of the female workers 
and 50 percent· of the mnlc workers from- the block and village 
levels, st~ted tha.t well designed and adequately illu~rated· 
I fla.sh cards' could be of groat help in their daily • • •• 
activities for cotiv~ting o.nd cduca.ting individual 
respondents in sel~ction and use of appropriate birth control 
nethods. Considering the limited exposure of theso workers. 
to the existing instructional oaterial for f8aily planni~g • 
(Table IV), and their linited knowledge a.nd :understanding 
of the fnnii.y pl~'"ling oethods, (Ta.ble YI), it is recocmended 
that all of these workers be given additional training in. the 
physical as well ns teclmicnl aspects of birth control 
practices, before they ar~ suppl~ed wi'th the. o.ddi tional 
oaterial with a view to assisting thee in faoily planning 
extension work in their respec·ti ve a.reo.s. • 

COMPARATIVE DATA ON KNOWLEDGE OF VARIOUS CCNTRACEPTIVES 

In the ~otivationo.l activities of falilily planning, the 
relationship b·etween the far:li.ly planning worker. a.nd the 
people j_ s tl~t of tea.char and student, as far as the 
inpa.rting of knowledge about various family planning oothods 
is concerned. Therefore it is necessary that those 
oommunicntors he..ve adequate and correct knowledge of the 
various fQ.CilY planning methods, populo.r in· the area. Though 
there iJ:t a. .long list of family plaming methods which are 
offered to the public under the national progi.-amae• onlf 
those ~ethods which o.re b ein~ pra.otisocl bi the people •Ii 
this partioul3.r a.roe. we:re selected £or studyiilg- the family.­
planning we-J?ker' a knowledge of oontraoeptives being 



popularized by them in their respective areas. The idea was 
to measure the knowletlge of ,-,orkers in respect of the actual 
functioning .of each method and its possible side effects. 
A thorough understanding of human reproductive biology by 
family-·planning workers is presumed here. 

Each question was allotted two marks for all correct answers, 
one mark for semi-correct or incomplete answers and zero for 
no answer or incorrect answer. The answers of ali the workers 
were scored and averages worked out for each category of 
workers. These have been presented in Table VI, giving 
details of workers' levels of knO\dedge with res-ard to each 
of the four contraceptive methods under consideration. 

TUEEDTOMY: It was encouraging to note that the middle level 
supervisors, that is, the BEEs and LHVs had a fairly good 
knowledge of tubectomy. But it was interesting to find that 
the LHVs, whose main concern was this method, knew less 
than her ~ale counterpart. Perhaps a lower level of 
educ~tion of the former is responsible for the observed 
disparity. On the whole, both the functionaries had 
sufficient knowledge about the method to help them to carry 
out their educational work for promotion of female 
sterilisation among the target couples. Among the 
peripheral workers, the M::lls know almost as much about 
tubectomy as their female supervisors (LHVs), but FPHAs knew 
very little about this method. They said that sinco it was 
not their duty to popularise contraceptives·among the female 
population, they did not feel the need to learn the actual 
functioning of these methods. Considering the iBportant 
role of the husbc.nd in the decision making process, for 
adoption of contraception even by tho wife, it is considered 
imperative that the r.nle f3.0ily planning workers here 
(FPHAn) be given a thorough understanding of all the birth 
control nethods, including those neant for fer:u::.les, in order 
to help then in ~duc~ting and rnotiv~ting the husbands of the 
likely fennle adoptors of sterilis~tion in their ~ren.s. 

VAS:Ex::TOIIT: As showr. in Table VI, the BEEs had the highes:t 
scores with re:g0rd to their knowledge of I!'.a.lc and feI!ln.le 
sterilisation. However, the female workers both at· the 
block and peripheral levels had very little knowledge or 
understanding of vasectomy. In fact LHVs, who are supposed 
to supervise ann guide the ANM's work on health and family -
planning, knew less about this method than the rest of the 
workers in their areas, including ANMs. This apparent 

II/2'5 



-25-

lack of knowledge of vasectomy among family planning 
personnel, male or feraale, which happens to be one of the 
most important methods being promoted through the national 
fanily planning prograr.1TI1.e, is a natter of grave concern 
for the future training programmes under tho 't·iul ti purpose 
Worker Scher:ic' • 

LOOP: The loop, or intra uterine contraceptive dGvice (IUCD), 
is by far the nest widely known, but poorly understood by the 
worker as well as the gcncr~l population of this country. 
The t".nle and fenale 1v0rkers of fanily planning interviewed 
for this study, were equally ill-infom8d about this 
contrac cpti ve device, which has by now gain2d uni vorsal 
unpo~ularity anong rural ~nd urb2.11 citizens of India. 
O~serv~tions b~sed on this study, coupled with lmowledge 
and insights gained froj several follow up studi0s of 
earlier ::,.dopters of IUCD frcr.i different parts of the country, 
lead us to believe that the utt0r failure of IUCD as part 
cf India's f2nily planning prograI:1.~e c~n probably be tr~ccd 
to the pocrly tro.ined, ond inadequately equipped fanily 
plonning workers. While the fenalo workers carried on doing 
IUCD insertions indiscrininately, without screening then 
for possible side effects, tho on.le extension workers 
failed to iopart correct knowledge regarding the functioning 
of this ncthod, giving w~y to serious □isconccpticns and 
runours, leading to irreparable danage to the inage of the 
national fa.nily pl~nning progrn.I!lme. 

RHYTHM METHOD: As in the case of tubectomy, BETu(4.oo), h:,.d 
the highest knowledge score for this r:10thod too. This 
category of workers seem to know everything "-bout this 
nethod. A posEible explanation for this.observation may be 
their higher level of education and conparatively longer 
period of expe:ricncc {n family planning wc-rk. The fec:iale 
workers, LR\t {2.33) and ANMs (2.21) had r.iore or less the sa.I!le 
anount of knowledge ~bcut this nethod, that is, both had 
inadequate knowled.ge c.bout the rhythc:i method of family 
planning. The fe~n.le workers esrecially should have a 
thorough knowled;'.;"8 nbout this no.tural ccthod. Any fcr.iale 
worker could g:,,in the confidence of the client by talking 
authcritntivel-.r a.bout this nethod. FPHAs (1.31) ha.d the 
lea.st knowledg~ o.,bout this method. If this method is to be 
used to any adv~.ntnge• it is essential that the nale facily 
planning workcr3 (FPHAs) should know all nbout it in order 
to equip tho husband with tho f~cts. 
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NIRODH: This is by far the most popular and easy to use 
method of family planning. The male members of the staff 
BE:?s(8.00) and FPH..\s(7.54) had more or less complete 
knowledge about this method. In fact, during the • 
investigations it•was found that if there was any convenient 
uni versall? ace epted contraceptive, it was Nirodh~ Neither ' 
the workers nor the public faced any difficulty about this 
method. Though fe:iale workers LHVs (6. 35) and .ANMs ( 6. 93) 
had a workable lrnowledge a.bout this oethod, it would be 
desirab~c for then to acquire complete lrnowledge about 
this nethou, ninc8 in nany cases they provide supplies, on 
their hone visits, to the wives of the cn.ses motivated by 
n~.lc workers • 

.An overall picture of Table VI shows that BEEs (40. 33) had. 
the highest knowledge about all the methods under consideration. 
Next to the BEE, LlIVs ( 32 .18) and .ANNs ( 33.15) ho.d nore or 
less the sane level of knowledge, tho FPHA (30.7a) had by 
far the -1~west score, indicating their lack of knowledge 
and understanding of tho use of the various fanily planning 
r..ethods. Two glcring facts should ba kept in oind: first 
. th~t the supervisory fenale staff (LHVs) know less 
(;2.18) than thGir subordinate ANMs (33.15) and second that 
the FPRA, who is an inportant agent for the dissenination 
of f['.!!lily planning knowledge aoong the E~le audience, who, 
in fac~, are the decis~on makers, had the lowest knowledge 
and understanding of all contraceptive methods which are 
oero-it to be popularised by them, especially a.nong the rur~l 
male popu~ation. It will not be out of pla.cc tc stress • 
thn.t efforts should be oade: to educate tha:-a,e: wor~:err- c.lX".'~.:'.'lg 
their pre-nedia exposure training so a.s to equip thi:?m 

1
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the knowledge and skills to use the: new oedin to ;:;;~riur. 

advantage. 

WORKER'S ATTITUDES TOWARDS FAMILY PLANl~MG 

The level of participation, ~1d the likely success of any 
hunan endeavour depends, to a great extent, on the peTsonal 
cocnitoent to ~nd belief in the worth of that pnrticul::-..r 
cause. Thus, n study of belief$ and attitudes of f~.oi~y 
pla.n.Tling workers regarding the concept of family limitation, 
o.nd use of contraception was cm sidered relevant in the 
light of future needs for selection a..~d training of fatl!.17. 
pla.rming personnel und._er the 1Multipurpose Workers Scheme' 
which has been .recently introduced in the National Family 
PlD.Dlling ProgrQ3!1J:le. A study of attitudes of famil73>lt1.1111ng 
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T/i.1JLE VI: COHP/i.Rl.TIVE DATA ON KNOWLEDGE OF VI.RIOUS CGNTRJ.CEPTIVES /J-tONG THE 
DIFFERBNT CATEGORIES OF T<'J.r1ILY PLldiNlTG •F':<.!RSOJ11.TEL, 

. -- ---- ·•---• -·--•· - _..,, __ 

Workers' Categories 
···• ·--· . ... . . . --···------•· ......... --, - --- -·····• • --·-•-·-

EEE F•PHli. 
...... -----··••···•-~-- --· ·•-·• -------·-··-. -··••-

LHV Ii.NM 

...... , Sn.mplo Size 3 13 6 14 
--

Contro.ceptivo Methods -.. _________ _ 

···•······••"•-·"·· ·--... :•· .. ·~----~--··••··••·•·•• .. --,-'f' •....•.. , ..... ·-

1 Tubcctomy 
(Maximum scor0 12) 

2 Vn.scctor.iy 
(Maximum score 12) 

3 Loop 
(Maximum score 12) 

4 Rhythm 
(Mo.ximum sccrc 4) 

5 Nirodh 
(Mnximum SCOl'C 8) 

6 Total score 
(Maximum score 48) 

11.33 

10.67 

6.33 

4.00 

8.00 

6.85 

9.23 

5.85 

1.31 

7.54 

10.00 9.29 

6.33 

7.17 

2.33 

6.86 

6.86 

2.21 

6.35 6.93 

40.33 30,78 32.18 33.15 
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w.orkers in tho three blocks of Sahn.ranpur district ,,c..s 
atteripted with the help of a standardised a tti tudc sec.le 
developed by Dr B:S Chatterjee of the Gn.ndhian Insti t:it0 cf 
Dovelopnent Studies, Varn.nasi. This attitude scale C(

1nsists 
of a total of 15 verbal statenents reflecting poEitive er 
negative views on problems and issues related directly 0r 

indirectly to tho concept of family planning n.nd us0 of 
contraception. Each one of these iteos is assign0d :m 
individual score dc::,.:mding upon the intcnsi ty of the :)•:,si ti ve 
:Or neg~tive feeling towards fa.oily plG.Ilning. Individ~al 
scores for each respondent is calculated by adding the 
usc::'.le valuGs" of the statements nn.rked by the respondent, 
and then dividing the total score by th8 nunb~r of itens 
responded to. Likewise averr.ge scores for each co.tegc,ry 
of workers was calculated by ['.dding the individu..-~l scores 
of the respondents in that rarticular category end c1.i viding 
it by the nunbcr 0f respondents. 

Our study of attitudes of five different categories of Famly 
Pln...11ning Workers fron the three blocks - Deobanc1, Sarsf!.wa and 
Ho.gal has indic~tec. that the FPHAs ha.c. the highest average 
score, that is (7.69), indicating highest level of c.pprcval 
of fDDily planning anong these young ::in.le workers locatec. a.t 
the peripheral level. The- JI..Nl''is, f enale w·orkers who arc in 
charge of health nnr. fc...~ily pl~nning activities in an 
estimated rural populc.ticn of about 10,000 each, also located 
a~ the periphern.l level, had the next highest score, thus 
in~icatin~ ~ high d0gree of approv~l of birth control 

I!lethods. 

Jinong the block level wc.,rkers the I-kdic?.l Officers •· four in 
nun.ber, and the six LHVs interviewed here, had alr:ost 
identical ::'.~•erar;e scores on the atti tu.de scale described 
above. The: :SEEs hc.d by far the lowest avera.ge score, 
indic~ting conp~ratively lower level of approv~l of family 
plc.nning progr~nncs ~n<l tho us~ of birth control techniques. 
However, the cverall npprov~l of farilily planning anong the 
workers interviewed in this study was higher tha;n the 
expected resronse patterns frori the: geneml population in 

that area. 

An analysis of rcsronse ratterns of these five categories 
cf workers with regard to individuel statements leads to an 
interestinG observation. (See Table VII) The first statenont, 
"Scientific methods of birth control o.r.3 not haroful ", was 
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agreed upon by all the maJ.e and female workers at the 
peripheral level and all the Medical Officers in this sample. 
However only two out of the three BEEs 'lnd four out cf six LHVs 
indicated their agreement with the above statement. Thus, 
one third of the EEEs and LHVs, concerned with the 
responsibilities of providing technical supervision to the 
peripheral workers, expressed their obvious doubts about 
the harmlessness of the birth control methods which are 
theoretically being popularized by them in the areas under 
their jurisdiction. 

All the respond2nts; except for two of the four Medical 
Officers in the sample groups, disagreed with the atatement, 
"birth control reduces marital relations to the level of 
vice". It is surprising to note that medical officers 
responsible for health and family planning services endorse 
such a concept which happens to be negatively associated with 
fnmily plarming. It is difficult to find a rational 
explanation for a strongly irrational belief expressed by 
the two out of the four Medical Officers interviewed, who 
are a part of the study of family planning personnel in 
Sahara.npur district~ None of .the other workers, except for 
one medical officer, indicated his agreement with the 
statement, "there is no justification for birth control under 
c.ny c ondi ti on". 

Almost all the respondents, except one out of the thre~ BEEs, 
end one out of a total of 13 FPHAs, agreed with the statement, 
~'birth control increc..ses the happiness of married life". 
Some contradiction is observed here in the responses of 
medical personnel with regard to the +ole of contr1.cepti on 
in the marital life of the couple. (See Table VII, items 
3 and 4). 

When asked about their opinions as to whether birth control 
infomation should be made available to everybody, ove~ 90 
percent of the workers responded favourably to the id~a of 
making birth control information universally available. 
(See Table VII, item 5) 

None of the workers endorsed the drastically negative . 
• hib " statement ''birth control should be absolutely pro i ted , , 

and a very small proportion of them agreed with the 
statement "birth control is rui expression of individual 
selfishne;s". ( See Table VII, i terns 8 and 6) 
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Tl.ELE VII: PERC 

... 

Workers' ·ca.t 
-......;.,·.--·-·• .... __ .. ___ -·•·· 

.. ___ ... - ·- ..... •·i 

Statements • • 
. . . -- ~, - . - -- .. -: . - •• - l 

1 Scientific ~ethods of birth cont~ol ~re \ 
not hQJ:'mfUl_.., (~co.le. va.lue G • .a) i 

2 :Birth ,coritr~l reduces the 1'ir1ri ta.1- reiati.on i .. 
to the_ level: of: vi'.ce {scale. valu~ -1.:7) . .; • ~P-~,00, 

3 There. is no 'jusftific4.tion .for b,i;rth • 
control undei:.-a[•Y con9-i tion {s9a.lo 

1 0 8
, . . .. 

V;>. UC •. ) · r: • '. ' • • ' , 
~ 

1 
Dirth control -inc1.•oa.scs tho happiness 

. ·of' married l'ifc (seal~ value -~~O) 
5, :Birth ·control information shoul'd be 

a.vailcble: to ov~rybody (seal~ v~lu~ a.3) 
6 Birth contro_1 • __ is an expression of, _ • 

indi vidun.l selfishness ( scale vhluo ·9-. l) 
1 

7 :Hrth _oontrol is tb,q only sol utiq.n • to • 
ma.ny of our socir.1 probl~rr.s • (sc;::,.lc ::; ' .• 
valuG 9. 6) . • . : • • : .- • 

8 Birth control should be absolutely 
-p:-;:-ohibitE:d (-sc,.~le value 0.9.) • 

9 hirtp control ha.s both ndvanta~e an~ 
disadvn.nta,ges (scr.le va.lut) 5.4, • 

10 Peoplu should be free:: to do whatever 
they wish cbout birth-control (sc~lc 

value 5.8) 

100.00 
• l '·, • 

75.00 

--· ··-· -·-·······-- -- .. ··--, -···--···· -·--·------ ________ ..... 

0 66.67 
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6 ' Sa:npl.., Size: 4 3 13 14 i 
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. ~. Sta.ton,mts --. i ... -~-
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I ill Hirth control is ju&tifiablo only in c~ses 1 of poverty or poor health (scale value 6.4) 0 33-33 66.67 38.40 57.14 ! 12 The practice of birth control may be 

injurious physically, mentally or I 
j 

I 
i morally to both men and wo□on alika 

(scale value 3.3) 
I 0 33.33 0 7.69 0 1 113 Uncontrolled reproduction l(,ads to 

~ overpopulation social unrest and war 
I (scale value 9.2) • 1100.00 100.00 50.00 100.00 92.86 14 We should not only allow but. enforce 

I

. limitation in the s.i,zc of fanilios 
(scale value 10.3) 100.00 100.00 33.33 84.62 71.43 ,15 Contraceptive method in~·uros woo0n 1 s 

I hlalth (scale value 3.5, 0 33.33 16.67 0 0 
AVERil.GE SCORE (7.53) 7 .43 7.25 7 .42 7.69 7.53 

..... ··-····-· •. -- .... -- --.. -·---- -··· .. --- - -- ____ .. .,_,. 

:NOTE: 1 Scale v2.lue of 4.9 to 5.9 reflects neutral o..ttitudcs (for ox:1.r:iple itcr:is 10 mid 9) 
2 lu1y value bolow 4.5 r,flects nog.':l.tive nttitudes, for cx2,nple Iter:i::.; 3, 4 and 8, 

extrc~cly negative and Itens 15, 12, 6 nnd 2. 

3 The rcr:l.'.lining 7 i t011s reflect vn.rying d0grees of posi tivc ntti tude:s towni:ds 
fn.ruly planning. 
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Almost all respondents agreed with a comparatively neutral 
statement, "birth control has both advantages and 
disadvantages 11 • This is quite a realistic way of respondir:g· 
to such an uncontroversial statement regarding a 
universally controversial problem: of placing limits on the 
so called 'natural' course of events. (See Table VII, it'em 9) 

Hundred percent of the male respondents working at the block 
and peripheral levels agreed with the statement, 
"uncontrolled reproduction leads to over population, social 
unrest and war". Likewise, all but one male respondent 
(FPHA) agreed with another statement, "we should not only 
allow, but enforce limitation on the family size':. A 
comparatively lower percentage of female workers, especially 
LHVs, agreed with the idea of enforcing limitation on family 
size, and a few of then disagreed with the views expressed in 
an ec.rlier statement regarding over population leading to 
social unrest and war. (Sec Table VII, items 13 and 14) 

Very interesting response patterns have been elicited by the 
statement "birth control is the only solution to :cany of our 
scciP.l proble:c.s". Over two thirds of the I!lale and female 
workers located at the peripheral levels in the rural areas 
undc-r st1·dy did net agree with the above sto..tencnt, iriplying 
that birth control w~s not the only answer to on.ny of our 
social problens. These workers, through their experiences 
have, perhaps, nade some observations·regarding the probleos 
and pctentials of rural citizens, which may be more realis~ic 
than the quick solutions being proposed by the •urban elite'. 

PROBLEr-rn Al!D DIFFICULTIES PERCEIVED BY THE WORKERS 
AND THE REViEDIES SUGGESTED :BY THEM. 

It is dosir~ble to locate the various problet:is and 
difficulties which are faced by the faoily pl_?.nning workers 
nt the different levels, _before we develop new and. 
effective nedia for their use. All the fatiily planning 
workers BEEs 1HVs, FPHAs and .ANMs were a.eked to list their 

' ' b d" problens and difficulties, and suggest possi le reme ies 

envisaged by them. 

1 PL.ANNING 

INCREASED I:NCENTIVE IN 1972: The governoent of India., in 
order to motivate a greater nunbcr of people to adopt fanilY 
planning, substantially increased rnonetar:Y incentives for 
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sterilisation; as a result, people do not agree now to 
undergo sterilisation for snaller aIOounts. So~~tine; the 
integrity of tha worker is in doubt and a good number of 
workers feel trot such c. si tua:t:ion is eobc.ra.ssing for. theI!l. 

TARGEI'S: ·rhe workers feel that since the programme is target 
oriented, they are not in a position to do good extension 
education work among their clientele, with the result that 
even if people adopt family planning, they do not understand 
the concept of family planning in its proper perspective. 
This leads to undesirable and harmful consequences. Some 
of the workers were frank enough to admit that ma~ a time, 
in order to acr~eve the targets, they {the workers) resort 
to getting ineligible cases, and furnish false particulars 

about their clients. 

SUGGESTIONS: Workers felt that planning was faulty and many 
suggested that the Government should do away with the targets, 
and instead evolVe bptter and more workable methods for 
effective supervision of the day to day work of the family 
planning workers. Tho workers feel that offering monetary 
incentives docs more.harm to the cause of family planning 

than good. 
Also, to satisfy the people about the prevalent monetary 
incentives, which are manY times lower than 1972's incentives, 
the government should bring out some authentic facts giving 
the current level of monetary compensations for adaptors of 

male o.nd fen~le sterilisation. 

2 ADMINI STRATI CN 
UNFAVQU!lAllLE ATTITUDE OF THE SUPERVISORS TOWARDS THE F&'IILY 
PLilIDING PROGRAl·IME• Som~-worlters, ospeciolly BEEB and J1PBAs 
were of the view thnt ·officials at n higher level,.MOs in 
particular, do ·not give p:i:oper support to the progral!ID8• • 
Their casual interest in fa.milY planning cases, coupled 
with the fa.ct thnt the follow up of sterilised cases is 
ina.deqU.:te or even non existent, -leads to dissatisf_a.ction 
and subseq~entlY- tQ_ anti familY planning propaganda; 

LAl:K Cli' CtEABLY J)EFINED LINES-OF ,A.11T!IORl'rYI The BEE who is 
suppOsed to organise tho entire progr.amae at tho block level 
coeylaJ.ned about his inability to supervi•• th& f ei!ial• 
peripheral wonters ef!ectiv•lY, ,rho, in fact showed 
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allegiance to LHVs only. There are no clear instructions by 
the a.epartment in this regard. 

TEMPORARY JO:BS: The family planning workers feel most 
insecure due to the temporary nature of their jobs. This 
constant worry does not permit them to devote themselves 
wholeheartedly to the execution of the programme. A few 
of them, in fact have had to resign from their jobs due to 
non-fulfilment of the targets. • 

LACK OF PERSONAL SUPERVISION: It S.. s felt by the workers that 
the administration neglects personal supervision; on the 
other hand, bureaucratic interference from higher officials 
in the day to day working of the peripheral workers creates 
confusion and disorder. 

DELAY IN PAYMENTS: The workers said that there wore arrears 
and delays in the paynent of their travelling allowance, and 
salari cs were invariably delayed. This caused finoncial 
problens and undue worries for the1:1 and their faiJilies. 

CORRUPT PRACTICES: The bills of the workers are not passed 
without d~ducting a comMission, an illegal gratification 
claimed by the st~ff at district level. The h~spitnl staff 
de!:lands 'bakshlsh' from the sterilized cases; otherwise these 

cases are treated badly. 

RB::ORDS: Family Planning workers are supposed to □aintain 
a large nunbcr of records; this imposes undue strain on 

their tine and energy. 

Since all the PHCs have at least one M.O for fanily planning 
prograones, it would be desirable if that particular :r-10 could 
·1ook after the im>lenentation of the far.:ily plaming 
.progra::0e exclusi :;,,ely, without causing any n~re. tension ~d 
confusion amone the workers from Health 2nd far::u.ly Plan.,ing 

Program:::es. 

Tho :BEEs should be given a free hand in organising the 
family planning activities at the bl~k level. For this a 
proper coordination nnong all the peripheral wor~ers, n~e as 
well as fen.ale is necessary. -:Therefore, clear instructions 
should be issu~d to fenale staff to respect the instructions 

issued by the :BEEs. 

There should be provision to □ake the jobs perm2-~ont. This 
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will p~ovide incentivee to the·worker and at the same time 
will ease the tension of insecurity. 

Brfective supervision of peripheral worlcers should ensure a 
~etter defined working environment. 

The s~aries and travelling allowance of the field staff 
should b,e paid in ti!lle · and they should be prctected against 
all o_fficial harra.ssment in t!ris regard.· 

A fresh study of the records oain taine'cl by the family plannine 
staff is necessary. A consolidated recording would reduce 
the unnecessary der.ands on the time of family.plarming 

workers. 

3 ORGANISATION 

ALLOTMEN'l' OF AREAS: Sone of the worlcers felt that the areas 
allotted to then were too scattered, whereas a few others 
felt that their areas were unapproach~ble. One of the· 
fe,·1alo workers cooplained that h::i.lf of her areas was across 
a canal which had no bridge over it. The workers who had 
their villages scattered nt a-distance from each other, lost 
a good number of their working hours in travelling to- and 
free those distant areas. 

NO AUTHORITY TO THE WORKER: Unlike VLW's, who could get the 
villagers~ few things from the govern~ent, like cement, 
fertilizer, oil, rations, remission o:f land revenues, familY' 
pln.nning workers h~ve no such :.-.utho-ri ty, which oakes _ them 
unwelcono in the rural concunity. 

LACK OF TRAINING: Tho f :J.nily planning worlcers, specially 
the FPHAs ~nd the EEEs reported that they did not receive 
sufficient training~ • Since none of thel!l were ~ven any 
prcsei:vico training and a good number of FPBAs were not 
given even inserv'ice training, they felt theI!lselves to.be 
inadequately tr~ined for their jobs. 

INADEQUATE ptraLICITY: Soi:le • of the workers felt that the 
activities· of the far..·iil;r p~anning progra.coe should be given 
groater·publiCi'by in order to cake them aore pop11lar• 

DELAY IN PAYMENT TO CAS:CS: The sterilized cesee are not 
pa.id inoe~tive noney in time, and it affects the 



credibility of the workers adversely. 

LACK OF COORDINATION in health and family planning 
departments leads to neglect of the family planning cases. 
The family planning cases are not given proper medical care 
durinB' the operation or after it. This cm tributes to 
propaganda against fa!'lily planning progrRmmes. 

NO ESCORT FOR FElJIALE STA.FF: The natu~e of their job 
necessitates that fecale staff visit odd places at odd hours, 
especially when performing deliveries. In the absence of 
an escort the female stcff feel insecure and nany a time, 
they are forced to neglect their duties. 

SUGGESTIONS: The areo.s should be re-n.llocnted and 
consoJ.idatcd so that travelling is reduced to a l!:inioun. 

The family planning worker, like VLWs, should be given a 
little authority, at least in the health field, like being 
able to issue medicines for minor ailments, or giving 
referal slips for the PHC or hospital, or being able to 
attend to basic health and sanitary needs of his or her 

cli entele. 

For the efficient discharge of their duties, it is necessary 
that all the family planning workers should be given 
pre~ervice training in family ~lanning and elementary health 

progre.mmes. 

• The family planning oases should be properly looked after 
after the operation. In the opinion of some of the worke~s. 
a mishandled or dissatisfied case nullifies the effect of 
100 satisfied cases. Because contrary to the popul~ir b~3~nes~ 
slogan, the satisfied don't tell others but "the diss['..ti sf .:.e-i 

tell all. 

There is no doubt that the female worl.{ers do need protection 
because of the circUDstances in which they have to work. 
Perhaps coordination of their tour prograr:imes with thos9 
of their male counterparts may solve the problem to some 

extent. 

Simple administrative streamlining is necessary for p%ompt 
payment of incentives to the cases, which will save the 
worker.some eoba.rassment. 
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4 . - TIWTSPORT 

UO ROADS:, Sone of the family- planning workers, specially 
f0mlcs, felt the hardship of reaching places which had no 
connecting roads. 3ince there were no rouds 1 no tr1.I1sport 
Wi',S possibL; to connect their hen.dquo.rt.::rs and those 
villc.gcs, :i.nd bcc~usc of the distmiccs it was not possible 
fer the workers to walk to th0se renote places. 

NO ~RANSPORT: The niddle level supervisors, BEEs ~nd LHVs 
ccnpla.ined that thGy were not provided with transport to go 
t.o tho. nore _dist[!.!lt plnces, with the rosul t that they om tted 
t'.1dr rcgul~ vi:Jits to supervise the peripheral level workers. 

SUGGESTIONS: N,.:dicc.l Officers havo the use of official 
..,-chicles to visit places not connected by public transport. 
T·,e woJ;kers suggested tha.t they accoopany tho I!lodical 
,fficer on such visits, though the practice•is not in vogue 
,.,_;; present. 

~ SUPPLIES 

HO MEDICINES: A very large number of workers from all 
categories felt that they did not have anything to offer as 
incentive to the public. Jfyen the siople nedicines fer 
2inor ailconts, which would help them to be wanted by the 
pecplc, are not given to then. 

INADEQUATE SUPPLY OF NIRODH: The workers felt that ina.dcqua.' o 
:md delayed supplies of Nirodh proved a great ha.~dicap in 
discharging their duties. 

LACK OF INSTRUCTION.All MATERIAL: Most of the workors reporte:i 
that they ba.d ver:, scarce or no i~struotional ma.tcria:s. If 
they were provided with these ca.terials i~ would facilitate 
their educational. and motivationa1 activities. 

SUGGESTIONS: It was suggested ~Y.' t 
department should ~a efforts ~o s 
o~dicines, Nirodh, and nece 
ii.in orda1' to atren 
f 



-38-

6 SOCIAL 

RELIGION: "Religion, specially Islao, speaks against fa□ily 
planning and nothing is done by the department to bring 
these fanc..tics intc their fold by planned reasoning", said 
so:r:ic workers. 

NOl~ COOPEHATIO:! JY Th""E PEOPLE: Pco:rlc do not have; a. sense 
of p2.rticip:,.,ti. :m in this pro 6 ranr:w; they are not only 
indifferent, b~t deliberately oi:::::,ose the far.iily r,lanning 
activi tics of L1c .workers. 

SCHEDULED CASTES: Scheduled castes, who rely merely on the 
strength of their nunbers, in the absence of other :rnterial 
assets, f 0el th'1t the adoptic.n of fnnily planning w'Juld 
threaten their vcr:' uxistcncc;. They naturally resist the 
fL!.nily r,lruming workers. 

m:s.t.FE AREAS: Sone of the viJ.laG'es hnvc:, a high incidence of 
crinina.l activities. Therefore, the fn.:::ily planning staff, 
with whoI!l no one has any synp~thies, feel unsafe in those 
c.reas. Sone nale necbcrs h~vc lost their cycles and wrist 
watches on the way. The fc::iale staff feel even nore 

insecure. 

MEt! FOLK ARE DI SRESPEJTFUL; Family plnnning is c cnc0rned 
with intio.:1- te aspects of hU;Jri.n l;ife. It is felt thr\.t wonen, 
especially, should not discuss thGse subjects and when they·_ 
do the r-.en arc vulgar and di sres])ectful. _ . 

SUGGESTIONS; Alnost all the workers wer.e. of._thc·opinion thr-,t 
the planners oust do sonething to inprove the in~se of the 

:progrc.onc. 

7 RUMOURS AGJJNST V .lJU OUS F ./JULY PL/iNNIMG METEOD·s 

The frmily pla!'.ning progr~ru:ie in our _c0untry suff::-rs riore on 
account on he~rsc.y than on account of -:he actu:11 facts. On 
the basis of the studies undertaken so far on the subject, 
it :may be s::;id that a single ruoour against a oethod can do 
more ham than the good d_one by 100 successful cases. 

Therefore, it is of utmost ioporta.nce to know the prevalent 
rur.iours in the area against .the :ropula.r oethods. kn effort 
was a.lso no.de to assess the attitude of the coonunicators 
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(Fanily Planning 'Tcrkors) towards such ru:,1ours. 

In Tc.ble VIII rUDQUrs heard by pcrson.~el involved in the. 
fnnily ~'lannin_; 11rogrnr.1116 a.re listed. T,1e .data is organised 
accordinG to th9 ~articular birth control nethod in • 
question. The percentnge of the different •categories of 
workers who felt th~t a' ru.~our was true is ~lso shown. 

TUBa::TOMY 

COMCEPTION ,'.FTER TUBECI'OHY~ This ru~our was :ientioned by 
both Mec!ic:11 Officc-::-R 2.r:d the LHVs :c.nd one LHV. eYen o..groed 
with it. This cculc1 h:i1~:;:-cn if the wm:ian WR.S c'.lr,.ady prcgn;:mt 
at the ti::rn when the c::_:iGr,"l. ti on. was ;:-crfornod. 

STERILISJ.TION IS i.G!.I}TST RELIGION: Ono out of three BEEs 
nnd one FPH~ were convinced thnt this was true. 

&:CESSIVE BLEEDil'TG .£.FT:illR TUBEXJTOMY: Except for the MO who 
perfor□ed the cp,3rr-..ticn, all the other categories of wc,rkers 
agre0~ to scoe extent th~t tubectony causes excessive 
blee:cUng; this cc.xi- hapren bec~use of carelessness on the 
j_)art of the oper:::.ting. to:::.1:1, inadequate c.fter co.re and also 
disr..::gard of". instructions and :i_:recnutions regarding post-­
opor~tional care by the patient. 

TUB:5X:TCMY C .. '.USES C!.NC ER: Workers oentioned that such a 
ruoour prev::-.ilcd, though none of thei:i 11greed with it; however, 
such a runour is enoubh tc create doubt and apprehension in 
the public. If this is at all true then porhD.ps in smo 
cases the patient oay hnv& had ooncer before the operation, 
<'-nd in others, .wonen . sor.ctmes nist:'..ke excessive bleeding 
for a sy:.ipto.i of cancer. 

TUBECTOMY CLTISES D:::ti.TH: Though several workers had he~rd the 
rumour none of thee ~greed with it. The basis for such a 
runour could be a strey -case where perhaps death was 
coincidental and occureQ soon after the opero.tion. The 
villO,f'ers n~turally associated it with the operation. 

V/:..SOOT0MY 

VASOOTO?lY CA.USES nraOTENCE: This faot is :r:ep by 
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categories of respondents. It is significant to note that 
33.3 percent of BEEs and 28.56 percent of ANHs ar-d one 
FPHA agree with this rumour. These workers go into the 
field and come across cases, and are able to study the 
problem at close quarters. That the »n~s agree with the 
rumour has a special signifioanc~ insofar as their 
info~ants are the wives of ster.lised cases, and who are, 
in a way, the aggrieved party. It would be unfair to doubt 
their version since no wife would like to mention this 
unless there were some evidence for it. Even if we accept 
the inference of the planners that such a state is due to 
psychological reasons, the fac·t remains tha.t the comnuni ty 
believes it. -

CAUSES DEBILITY AND WEAKNESS: ·All the categories of workers 
had come across it, and e still higher percentage of them 
(as is clear from Table VIII) a.greo with it. It would be 
a.rbi tro.ry to deny a fact which is vouched for by a good 
number of the people who o.re engaged in working on the 
programme every day. 

VASDJTOMY AG}JNST RELIGI OM: As in the case of Tubectomy, 
two BEEs agree with it. 

CAUSES DEATH: Investigations showed that only those workers 
who are engaged at the peripheral level heard about tliis 
rumour. It seems to be local gossip, :.encouraged by mischief 
mongers. Local cases of 'Va.sectoJ:IY may be used to illustrate 
the fnlsi ty of the rumour. 

pRJ!&N.ANCY .AFTER VASiiPTCMY: During this study only one ABM 
mentioned this rumour, but there is enough evidence fr 
studiGs that pregnancy does occur after vasectomy. 
happens sometimes as the patients do not follo~ m• 
given "to then or because of the lack of adeQ.ua.te fo 
In tlOJlY cases the men, as required, do not use Bir 
three months after the operation, nor do t~.Y ge 
semen tested the speOified P 
that le c 
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GO::;S INTO UPPT:R SYSTEM OF THE BODY: Some people think 
tit travels as f2.r as the head and heart, others feel it 
a into tke pelvic cavity or the stomach. Such rumours 

reported to MOs too. 

CAUSES VEMEREAL DISEASES: Such a. rumour is reported to the 
llO only. It seems that a ~tray case with sqme kind of 
~nal affliq_tion might hc·we contracted VD ·with ··the use of 
the loop. For·th~t matter, it would not be out of place if 
the ca.uses and 3.ffecta of ven~roal diseases are explained to 
the public as well ~s to _the workers. 

SPOILS HEALTH ·AED CREATES CQMPLICATIOM: This is true in 
thnt -che loop is not o. universo.lly suitable device for 
pl~nning one's fnrnily. In oany .co.sos it just does not suit 
nnd in others co~plications are created by inserting the 
wrong size of loop or by f~ulty or deficient follow up. 

, 
• C~USES CANCER: *any workers hnd he~rd· this, but only one 

Allr1 a.greed with. the ru~our. 

LOOP'S THREAD-IlIJURES THE PENIS; It is a stray ca~e, repoZ'.,ted 
to only one BEE. 

PRIDNAl'iCY DURING ITS USE: Can occur wlien it is expelled 
without the knowledge of the usors. The methods-of checking 
for i•ts presence mc.y be. dcnonstrated cl_early to the clients. 

DEATHS DUE. TO ITS USE: Like Tubect~l!IY _or Vasectoey; this 
method hns also been associated with death. 

JOINI:t:G TOGETHER OF MAN Ji.ND WOOJI: One LHV a.greed· with it. 
It is nocessa.ry to explain the physical _impossibility of 
such a case, esp~cially to the coI;JDUni~ator. 

CAUSES COMSTANT HEADACHE: Though only 16.66 percent of 
LHVs agree with it, it could be an instance of the loop being 

unsuited to the particular user. 

CAUSES WHITE DISCHARGE: Could be true in some oases though no 
generalisation can be no.de. 

• 
NIRODH 

REDUCES SEXUAL PLEASURE1 Hot 
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of BEEs have agreed on the basis of their personcl 
experiences. 

IT BURSTS, RESULTHTG IN PR]X;1TJ,l-TCY: This ru□our \\'as o£'ten 
heard by the workers and 33.3 percent BEEs and 16.66 percccnt 
of the LHVs agreed that it was true. 

In 2.ddi tion to the r1U1ours [lentionod above against th·e 
various nethods, a few other runours are prevalent in the 
area. 

1 The workers are not able to pay the incentive noney 
irurrediately to the cases, with the result that they are. 
charged by the public for □isappropriation. 

2 In so::ie cases n. few irresponsible field workers in 
their eagerness to fulfil targets pro□ised lands as incentive 
which they could not give. It created resent□ent in the 
public, thus l!lUkinc the task of the workers □ore difficult, 

3 It is a co□□ on feeling in the area that nost of the 
time beggars, unmarried □en, widowers, the wen.k, and in 
short, ineligible pecple are sterilised. 

4 The enhanced incentive for vasccto□y during the 
intensive drive of 1971-72 created· □any doubts in the □ind 
of the people and the reduced incentive at present is not 
n.cceptable to them. This h~s created a big problen £or the 

workers. 
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TA}Tf:: vr'r 1: ~ PEHCEITAGE OF RESPOFDBNTS AGREEING WITH ·rHE RUH~ 3. 
... .. -·-·'" --.. _....... ·----• -·· ·-- .. __ ,. ·• ··---· -·- •• • ... - --· .... 

iP 1U 

13 
i"iO :GEE 

Workers' Cat~cory 
. -- .... -·· •• ___ .,_ ... ----

Samp]e Size 4 3 

LlfJ" 

6 

'Rffi10UR ... --.. -··· 
~---- •--- ·- --
' l TUI3:CCTmr: 
1 1 Cenception after Tubectomy 

2 Sterilisation against religion 
3 Excessi.ve bleeding after 1rubectomy 
4 Tubectomy causes cancer 
5 Causes death 
6 c~uses (specified) 

VASEXJTOMY 
1 Causes impotancy 
2 Causes debility and weakness 
3 Vasectomy ag~inst religion 
4 Death rrue to vasectomy 
5 Pregn~rcy after vasecto~y 
6 C~us83 co~plic~tions 

..... ,.___ ·•-------------·-·-·-

i. 
04••··•·-• - _____ ,._. 

nil 0 
nil 3.3.33 

O 33.33 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

nil 33.33 
nil 66.33 
nil 33.33 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

1t:i.66 
0 

33.33 
(' 

nil 
33.33 

nil 
16.33 

0 
0 
0 

16.66 

0 
7.69 
7.69 
nil 
nil 
7.69 

7.69 
30.76 

0 
nil 

-- 0 
7.69 

- . ·- •····•-· ........... - ---· ···-. --••'""' ... - --

,. p.­
l-1--.l• 

14 

0 
0 

1.14 I 
0 : 

nil ~ 
14. 28 I 

l 
l 

' I 
28 .56 I 
57.14 \ 
o I 
nil \ 
7 .14 i 
0 ! 
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TABLE VI I I : C OPTI:rliED - ····-· ..... •-·-•---·-; •·-- _.., 

i Uorke:r:s' Catego:cy ! MO 
I 

Sample Size I 4 3 
.. _ .. 

. RUMOUR 

I LOOP 
! 1 Excessi vo Bleeding 
i 2 Goes inside the upper system 
i 3 Causes Venereal disease 
4 Spoils health and creates 

complications 
5 Ca.uses CQ.llcer 
6 Its thread injures the penis 

i 1 Pregnancy during its use 
1 8 Death because of its use 

9 Men and women join together after 
the intercourse 

10 Causes constant headache 
11 Causes white discharge 

NIRODH 
1 It reduces sexual pleasure 
2 It burst resulting in prugnru1oy 

-•·---·· ··-•- . 

·•··· I" 

! 

25.00 
nil 
nil 

nil 
nil 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
,0 . 

nil 
nil 

0 

0 
nil 
nil 
0 

0 

0 
0 
0 

33.33 
33.33 

16.66 
0 
0 

50.00 
nil 

0 
nil' 
nil 

16.t?6 
16.66 

0 

0 
16.66 

---- -·+· ····-•··••·•····-•-"· .. ------·•- . --···· • - --·---·-_ .... _ .... ·• ........ 

; (0): 1 R' has not mentioned the particular rumour. 

(nil); 1R' has mentioned but does not agree with it. 

• 

15.3a 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
7.69 
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The interviews with 40 family planning workers located at the 
village and blo~k levels have indicated that inadequately 
trained ~d poorly motivated personnel, working under the 
leadership of 'self-centred and unsympathetic 1 :Block Medical 
Officers, in the target oriented programme of family planning 
appear to have lost their faith in the programme and in 
their own ability to function creatively in providing'useful 
services' to the target population. 

The village level workers, especially the male workers gave 
a very dismal picture of their job situations and their 
perceived roles as family planning workers. They were 
pressurised by their seniors to bring in targeted nunbers of 
cases for sterilisation. They met with resistance and 
negativism of tha community which regards the family planning 
programmes as 'coercion for vasectomy or tubectomy' by these 
workers, desperately attempting to catch enough men for 
sterilisation, in order to preserve th_eir jobs. The 
situation is cocrpounded by the obvious lack of 'useful 
skills' and supplies of bo.sic heal th and medic2,l care, 
inadequate knowledge of human motivation 2..nd skills in 
undeTstanding m1d shaping humM behaviour, and poor quality 
of supervision from the block level staff members, mostly 
overlapping and at tines hindering the functioning of their 
'so-called te2.n members'. The vicious circle continues, and 
in spite of the revised policies at the nc.tional levels, nnd 
frequent shifts in the· adninistro.tive machinery, revised pay 
scnles, c:n.d differently worded lists of functions nnd job 
titles of various cntegories of f~~ily planning personnel 
(in charge of serving lo.rge populctions scattered in vast 
c'..reas,) the c entr,'.:.l activity of the faoily plaming programmes 
has come to revolve around 'sterilisation and targets'. 

A large majority of Medical Officers, presently entrusted 
with the duties of providing 'creative leadership' to their 
respective 'te8.1".ls' of health and family planning personnel 
at the peripheral block district, or state levels, do not 
perceive fanily pianning'work as an ioportn~t part of their 
jobs. Their lack of cor.:initnent to the 'national progra0rrte 
of family planning' reflects in th?i: attitu~es toward their 
workers, ruid the quality of supervision pr~vidod by.then, to 
the block and peripherc,l workers doing fa:.:nly ple.mung 
extension education. 
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Lack of kn owl ec..ge of the specific methods of birth ,control 
of the peripheral worker, with little or no audiovisual aids 
at their disposals renders them almost ineffective in 
performing educational work far popularising birth control 
methods currentl~r being made available through the 
government's fa;;,ily planning progralill'1e. 

The negative perception, on the part of the community, of 
the 'kc~r method~ th:;:.t is, sterilisation' was clearly 
demonstr2.ted in ~he b.:i.seline survey which reported that 94 
perccmt of ma} c r,:is':londent s consisting of the young married 
couples in the reproductive age group (wife's age 15-25 yccll:'s), 
and 88 to 90 perc(;nt of the female respondcmts fro:n the same 
group s:1id th:-..t n:::.le and fe~ale sterilis:i.tion w~s socially 
disapprovvd, and 86 percent of male nnd 82-99 percent female 
rospondonts, fro~ thG sanc group, expressed their unwillingness 
to try or use tt.in J:1(=-thod for controlling their f;mily sizes. 
In that event, thc workers could perhaps shift their enphasi s 
in providing '.Niroc.1! 1 wriich happens to be the nost highly 
socially approved cJntr~ceptive ir. that area. However, 
ignorn.nc e was higher ~bo-:.,.t Nirodh and Loop n.s cor..pared to 
tcr.riinhlon :".lethods. There is high resist0.nce to i;i.do:ption 
of r:1ethods of birth control, particularly n.nong wor.:ien. 
Strangely enough, tht.rc is a discrcp3.11cy between the husb2..I1d I r 
and. wife's reports of thG use of Nirodh nnd Loop which 
sugg-est use wi thnut the knowledge of the p:::.rtncr. 

Thi.: survey brought out th~t 78 to 80 percent cf the s::!I'.lple 
popul~tion hnd never been approached by a governoent doctor 
in connection with fnmily planning or otherwisG. 

Likewise, the survey observed th2t 75 to 94 p0rcc ·1" of the 
S[lJ""l.e population hn.d never been c ontccted by ei th c::.' nclv or 
fer::.ale worker~, in connection with health and far::il;r pl:::.nni:-.1{ 
services. This indic1':.tcs an appallingly low levc-1 2f 
c OI!!r"unica ti on between the c oonuni ty ;;nd tho p 0rson!J e:l 
er.i'ployed. I'here alsc seei:is to be an inverse rel~ticns:b.ip. 
between cont2.ct .:md perceived helpfulness of Fc:mily Pl-mnir..g 
Workers. 

The re"7Jorted idc~ls cf spo.cing of b'.)tb husb2I1ds encl wife 
c orrcspond t::> th,:: fa.11ily plMning prograr:rr::e ncrDs. :::.~. d0 
their ideals of tho nunbcr of chilcren. Yet a no.Jority are 
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unwilling to ~dopt any of the nethods being currently 
pz:opa.gn.ted. A new contr8.ceptive is indicc1.ted. 

I'hcrc is c'.'.n inverse Fel.:.ti on between credibility of o,-:,.ss 
~edia and the degree of ~xposure to it. Files are reported 
e.s the ziost credi ~118 source cf info:i:n.::. tion though 2, oaj ori ty 
ha.ve never seen fil:.:s. Newspapers '.l.Ild th8 written word rate 
high, though a C12..jority cnnnot re~d. 

Over 80 pcrcen t of the wi vcs n.nd 36 percent of nen in the 
sa.I!lr,lc were tot~lly illit2r:-..te, ;md there seens to be a 
very positive 2.ssocio.ti on between educ:J.tion and c.cccptanc(J 
of far:~ly planning. 

It should be kept in ::rind th~t these surveys were b~sed on 
replies given which were not always state;:ient s of f n.ct. 
Husbands r>.nd wives re~orted their years of I'.!D..rried life· 
Qifferently, ~s ~lso the nunbcr of boys n.nd girls they h3.d. 



CHAPTER III: FIELD WORK 

PRCCESS OF ENDEAYOUR 

The fieldwork beg-a~ vi th a pretest of the baseline questi"nncire 
in Jharoli village of Sarsawa Block in Saharanpur District. 

During our initial Visit to the village we were accompanied 
by the Statistical Officer fro~ the district Family Planning 
3u:.:-eau and tl:e .FFHA for that area. It 1-:as felt that their 
prosencG 110·.lld t.elp establish the team's identity with the 
village Prc.dha:i a.nd also facilitate work for our survey. 
Though the FPHA w::--.s n. gre2.t help in locating the respondents, 
YJt bec:1u.ne he wa.s uith us, the villagers tended to associate 
us wit:, the 1 occ..l fa.rll:. ly plo.nni:1g staff. 

A mjor problem before n..11 interview, and to some extant even 
durincl' the intervL:w wo..s to offset the suspicion, hostility 
rm( perhaps fear or. the p~rt of the respondents. Family 
pl.1.::-..ning has come to noan just one word ':::-iasbandi' or 
s l;:-;rili::ic.tion, with 'che rosul t that people, by a.nd large, 
dcn•t even like to talk ~bout it, much less answer direct 
questions. Their foa.:cs are justified to some extent. The 
n1.tio110.l frunily planning programme being a. target oriented 
programme, all offioi~ls connected with it have only one 
objective in mind 1 c.nd that is to fulfil the target~ assi gn0d 
to them, n.t .:my cost. This often means stcrilis..1.tion uncler 

_duress or with false promises of land or~ job, ci...,d incdc1u~~. 
or even nonexistent follow up or post-operative c~re. 

Once we were able to satisfy them that we had no conn cc tior. 
with the F~mily Planning Dapo.rtment they ~greed to beinc 
interviewed, thou~h we suspect th.:1.t their rcnponses war? 
still pnrtly inhibited by suspicion. Tho cansircint,or. 
wife's age (15-25) presented further problems. It ~'\3 

rarely possible to g0t the respondents alone~ p~rticula~ly 
the female respondents bec~use the crother-in-law a.nd o~her 
oldor·wo~cn felt that the d~ughter-in-law wns too younff ::i.nd 

ignomnt to be able to ruiswer our questions, and insisted on 
,:uiswering then thol!lsel ves. Women froc neighbouring households 
would also gnth~r cround tho respondents, out of curiosity,· 
and thus the idanl interview situation was not always 
possible. This wo.q true of 1:1...-ile respondents too, though to 
a lesser extent. 
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The results of the pretest were signific['.,nt and the 
questionnaire was revised and finalised in view of the field 
experience. It was found during the pretest that family 
planning is not only a sensitive area but that hodili ty 
towaTds it makes it almost impossible to go to a villuee 
with just a family plaming questionnaire as peop!e are not 
prepared to even talk about it. When asked about their 
immediate problems most respondents, male and female, 
mentioned agricultural problens nnd issues like short-'1['.'e of 
fertilisers, lack of irrigation fncili ties, non--:v::i.ilabili t:r 
of seeds and inadequate assistance fro;:;:i the offic j_"..ls, 2-s 
their major problens; and these were issues they wanted to 
discuss. A section on agriculture w~s therefore incorDorated 
in the baseline interview schedule. People wE:rc 110~0 

reccpti ve to the id ,:2.. of t::1lking <'-bout farr-ily plannine if 
they felt we were interested in their other problLns too. 

While talking about fa□ily plarming nethods tho pretest 
rcve2..led that people gener2-lly talked about or knew only 
four nethods which are propagated by the national progr8.r!De: 
(1) vasectony, (2) tubectooy, (3) nirodh and (4) loop. 
Other ncthods, including n~tural ncthods, did not aprear 
to be known, or if they were, people were hesitant or n.,y 
be sr.y to talk about theI!l. It was fol t tbn.t repeated 
questioning on those ncthods would not bring very fruitful 
responses so the Matrix on knowlcdt;e, ntti tude, :ind practice 
of fanily planning nothods was sioplified to include only 
these four nethods. 

Tho fin::1lised pre-coded structured interview schedule was 
adninistered in the four surve~ villages, th~t is, 
(1) Gunc.rsi, (2) Unchag~on, (3J Kuri ::1nd (4) Gh8.loli, of 
Deobn.nd Block, District Sah2.r~npur. The field work was 
conducted by four interviewers (2 mles and 2 fenc.les) over 
a period of one 2onth. The sanplc size was the universe of 
couples (wif~'s r_:,.ge 15~25) in these four villn~es, with an 
cstinc.tcd nini;-nu::. cf 250 couples. In r--.11 199 couples were 
interviewed. The estinc..tc:d nur:ber could net be interviewed 
due to~ nunbcr cf factors, which cane tc light during the 
actual field work. Cne of the f~ctcrs was tha.t though we 
were to interview all eligible couples in ea.ch of the four 
vill~ses, there was no systenatic w::1y of locating then. The 
voters list, avn.ilablc with the village Prn.dh?l,11 and the 
Eligible Couple Registers nain ta.ined by the PHC, both of 
which we thought we could use as a starting point, were 
inaccurate and misleading and at tioes conpletely fictitious. 
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:.If aome of the names and ages did tally, either the husband 
vaa not available or the wife was away to her "maika". Even 
house to house visits did not prove to be very workable as 
people were suspicious c::d doubtful and at certain points 
absolutely refused to give any information about members 
ot the hou,..~hclc.. much less· abcut yotmg married couples. 
W• wore repeatedly aske.l why we were interested only in the 
younger m::i.rriod couplesr #ho they felt would not be able 
to glve us any infor~1ticn and despite best efforts to 
convince them we founrl th~t 

(1) there were in~ta~~2s cf refusal, 

(2) there w0 re in~tances where interviews had to be dropped 
beca 11se the mother-in-law did not want on outsider' to talk-
to her dau~htcr-in-la\oi~-

(3) as our target couplP.s had not yet completed their 
fr.mily and in seve~al cases did not have even one child, 
tt.e elders in the house ;.rere wary of us - the fear of 
atorilisntion being so strongly embedded in their minds 
they saw no sense ir- our wanting to talk to couples who h~d 
only one or two children. 

Therefore the str~tegy adopted was to get the ooopemtion of 
the Pradhan and VLW (wr.ich was at times negligible) and~ 
few influential fnmiliec in the villn.ge who were sometimes­
older people, ~t tiraeq even young· educated boys in the 
village, and sch0ol teachers, male or female, who olea~ly 
untl~ratood th~ p~~~o3e of our rese~~ch. With the assistance 
oi these peo-ple 1-~ \las possible to establish contact with 
end i:aterview all ava-Lla.'ule couples in the age group 
15-25 {wife's age) •. 

Ono o~ t~1.c ·dl::.~ec,. . ~nchaga.on, had no puoca road and had 
to be reached h~,. ~onza.. The le.ck of •pucco.' road was 
a.-Jtur..Jly n. bleasing in disguise for us, as this viilla.B.e had. 
net r.a.l l'.ny c·x:poe•.1::-;J to family planning starr and because 
o~ t."1is leek o: e:-cpo::•nre they were not only more hospitabl& 
o.ncl co0per~ti V'.J i.)Ut a.r,i)eared to ha.ve n positive attitlMl_., 
towa.rd.s fl!l!lily :1l~i:ig. This probably showa thati the! b• 
the exposure to :ru:iily plo.ming staff the more- PP~ 
a.ttitun.e to rr1:1.:...Ly pla.miing methods. 

In another village, Kuri, we rao 
doubt but outright hostilit 
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the village got around signs of hostility became apparent, 
till at one point a certain section not only threatened to 
burn up our schedules, some of which were snatched away 
from one of our interviewers, but also get our team thrown 
out of the village, with the use of force. However, the 
Pradhan assured members of the team that no physical harm 
would come to an:r of us, but apart from this he was neither 
interested nor helpful. A stage was reached during the 
survey, when none of the wives were said to be in the age 
group of 15-25 or even 30 years - which was just a part of 
the organised resistance to the survey. However, with 
assistance from the Patwari, who was well known in the 
village, interviews were completed. It ..... as easier in this 
village to interview amongst the lower castes who probably 
felt ovc:!:'whelrr.cd by the Patwuri's presenee. Interviews with 
1'-i:usliI:ls in all the four vill~gcs were few. There WD.S a 
general feeling amongst Hindus, that on the pretext of 
r0ligious considc.=ntions, the Muslims did not accept family 
planning, and wer~ therefore growing in number and would 
one day outnumber teem. 

During the course of this study we were based at the local 
Public HeD.l th Centre and observed its workings in .:.c t~l. It1:1 
functioning leaves a lot to be desired and certainly canfiro.s 
the villagers' opinions. 

\!e also began to be disillusioned with the whole structured 
questionnaire ~nd the qu::i.ntified an:i.lysis n.ppro"..ch to 
research. Tools developed in western conditions co.nnot 
be tra....~splanted to Indian rur~l conditions. The replies 
which we got, when we did_get them, were alwu;-,rs highly 
subjective and often bore no resemblance to obj r_'(; ti ve truth. 
There were great di scrcpanci es between husbands' .:-,nd wi vcs' 
reports on matters of fact. When it came to opinions th-.y 
often gave us the .accept:::ble answer r~ther tkm whd they 
believed. On matters relating to time they were uni~o:::-mly 

vague. 

In Patni, where the spectator response stud~r was und0rtal~c.::1, 
we established ourselves gr~dually. We appronchcd the 
village independently making it quite clear thr..t we were not 
from any official agency. We also emphasised that we were 
not there to teach them anything, but to leo.rn from then, 
poxticulo.rly their ren.ctions to coving images. During the 
long period between the prepa.r::t_ion of the project design 
o.nd its final acceptn.nce we made sever~l trips to the 
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villages, talking to people, and occasionally showing films 
of general interest. After approval of the proje~t we 
stationed a husband and wife permanently in the field to 
interact with the villagers. 

Initially there was a considerable amount of suspicion. Were 
we going to convert them to Christianity? Were we agents 
of the ~readed CIA or RAW? Were we going to deliver their 
women to a fate worse thnn death? And hew does·· 0110 

counteract rumours? Through "prolonged con t2.c t rmd continuous 
interactions those fears were slowly erodGd. 

We showed severo..l feature films and general interost 
documentaries. The feature films screened included Prarthan~, 
Jahrui Pyar Mile, Teosri Kasam and Five Rifles. These shows 
increased our popularity and cccustomed the community to 
seeing films and discussing them. It also gave us v~luable 
insights into tho film viewing situation ::md o,tti tu.des 
towr:.rds films. 

Gro.dua.lly we g:cined acceptcmce. We bego..n to be irivi ted to 
socio.l events like Il1'.1rriages crnd soon w.r.de some good friends. 
We were consulted about day to dcy problems particularly 
those relating to the outside world. We took a keen interest 
in the local prinary school, supplying them with visuru aids. 
We took n2..ny photogro.phs [1,nd gave copies 2,way. However, 
wo never took candid shots, but ensured that people know they 
were being photogro.phod and were agreeable. The use of 
video, repcrt5d later, finnlly g~ined us the trust and 
ooopern.tion of the con.7.unity. 

Though the villagers were interested in ceeing our films -
problems arose when they were questioned about them - the 
whole concept of seeing films and then answering questions 
about them was a totally new experience for them. The women 
posed a special problem, particularly those of the higher 
castes who observed 'purdah' strictly. Som(! oen ar~d sooe 
mothers-in-law would r..ot allow the wonen to attend film 
shows. Many did, without pcrmissior., but would deny being 
there if questioned. But by showing films in different • 
areas practically everyone in the village_saw sooe of the 
fil?!ls. 

Muslin wonon, particularly. the Telis, were more hostile thnn 
others and often it took a lot of persuasion before they 
agreed to be interviewed. Often they refused and at tiBes 
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left n.n interview nidway. There were occasions when the~; 
wer(; do\-mright rude to the intcrvi0wer and at ti:-, 1:: wcnc--

1 
refused to !lQve their voicos taped. On the w!;olc fe:x:.lc 
interviews with wo□an of the lower castes were: cn .. ·:i_ -r to 
conduct, as they were, nore co0per:i.tive. 

We cane across str:-,,y incid8nts which reflects tlrn ortr,JdOXY 
of village life even tod~y; for exanplc, the d0sirc to h~v~ 
a son is still ver-;:r strong. We c,..,_me n.cross a Ei.r:du WO!:lr:.n 
who said she was benten ~nd illtreated by her husb.:!nd fvr 
not mving had any sens, nnd who ~ccused her cf h:'..vi:1g 
killed his sons. There was another case of a Jh~0::1~r 
woman who had been narri"'d for the last ten years G.l1d had 
had nc children, her husband reEnrried and threatened to 
sell his £irst wife, who in turn Ca.r'.le to us threatcnine 
suicide, if hG sr:-ld her. One young boy was possessed by a 
rmlignnnt spirit and had to be exorcised ~t considcn:,.ble 
cost. 

On one occasion a group of young men came to us with leaflets. 
These stated, in very picturesque language, that the men in 
Vietnam had all died in the war, and Indians were being 
recruited, on payment of a. registration fee, to breed with 
Vietnamese women. Very handso~e salaric3 were being offered. 
Should they volunteer? And what reJ,ly should a family 
planning research8r c,:5... ':e. 

During the course of the field survey it was found that 
though the respoµdents bcli evcu. i~1 having fewer children, 
none of th0 cx.isting method~ were ace cptabl c. Innumerable 
instances ,;ere, rc1)ortecl of those methods having b cen 
used and fo:mc to have advLrse effects. ~hey also conplaineq 
th2.t medicnl sGrvic<:,s were far from sutisf.:i.ctory. Everyone 
hnd his favouritf! story where .:.neligiblo nc:n, for c~r:nple 
bachelors, widm•:ers or fc.kirs hc'.d been vascctor:1ised, at 
times undGr false pro~iscG, at others under duress, so that 
the workers could c oriplete their turgcts. 

The family planning staff was held in p-J.rticnlarly low esteem. 
The villagers complainecl that there had been no AIIT1 in Patni 
village for the past year even though there was a sub-centre. 
Even during the r:::cent i~1tensi ve drive c o::.1ducted 1:y the 
Uttar Pradesh Family Planning Department, not a single family 
planning ,~orker reached Patni •. The medical offi~ers w~re 
accused of charging illegal payments for any medical a.id. 
They said that medical ~~d was only for the rich farmers or 
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influential p€rsons in the village; others were tfeated with 
casual interest. Such malpractices forced the villagers to 
go either to Saharanpur, to a private practitioner or even 
a quack rather then to th,1 medical officers. And the 
pri vatc practioners have been making a. fortune administering 
the universal pa..~acea - antibiotics. 

Our rcl.-,,tions with the f1.mily planning staff at the grass 
root level was ambiguous. Initially they felt th1.t we would 
help them get cases. \facn we started talking to people, 
about their experiences regarding the f~~~ly planning 
programme, and rcco~ding the replies, they began to get 
worried. We got roqucsts to erase portions of the t~pc. 

A :TOTE ON VIDEO 

The original intention, c.s is '!.pparent fro□ wh.1.t h'!.S gme 
before, was to design a oedi:,, str"1tegy for f.-,,oily planning, 
-md to evaluate far:ily pl:J.nning filos, but our cmlarged 
activities h~ve covered'!. ~uch wider c.rca. A part of this 
scope was our brief cxperiunce with video in the field w,1i ch 
suggests the possioility of a oore constructive "1ppro2~h 
::-.nd seens to. circu.':lvont .sone of the probleos cnc'.)untered by 
the interviewers and field workers. 

'!'he nature of the film medium is such that it breeds passivity 
in the viewer. He sees images of other times and places but 
seldom relates them to his own condition. A shot of a 
starving child during the Bihar famine would not evoke 
sympathy, but laughter. A sel~ction of documentary fil":ls 
is often viewed as one undifferential composite .file;. I-i3 
enjoys feature filras with their song and dance nls":lbers but 
docs not mind if the reels are jUI!lblcd up. The heavy 
weight technology required for even sixteen ruli:::ctc:r 
projection, with two ton generators, Clll!lbersor.e c,,_blcs, 
critically sensitive la~ps and the requireuent of d-,_,rkn~ss 
turns any filo screening into a najor •tonasha'. 

At varying tines we nanaged to got loans of video equipnent. 
This opened up exciting new possibili tics. We have not had 
~ccess to these tools for long enough to discover 0il thJir 
ranific::itions or to present d,Jfinitivc conclusions :-..nd 
linit ours el vas here to gcncr:::.l observ.:::, tions. 

On our first trip with the video c,quipl'.!,mt we sGlcetcd "JJl 
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open sp~e under a tree and ~et' tip ·our video Tape Recorci°er 
and moni. tor. :We .'taped the people who gathered around and • 
played it back siinultaneous;I.y. This was a major event. 
Even sophisticated ~barti tes seem to be quite happy watching 
themselves endlessly. For our villagers it .was almost 
:t:10.gi.cal. And it saved us from explanations •. The mcdiuI!l 
was derny_stificd. 

One of the first tri.pes that wn.s produced ·wa.s a· di Qqussion 
with Hri.rijan and Muslim landless labourers. Their basic • 
problen was lack of lnnd. Their minimum demand was for 
adpqun.tG living spo.ce. It· was cla.ioed ·tmt a 'SUbstantiol 
o.rnount of coI!lI!lon land did exist, but this had been encroached 
upon "by the .. landowriers with tho connivance of the 'Patwari'. 
They felt that if the Consolidation Act.was inpl~nented, in 
the process of fixing boundaries, a lot of this cannon land 
could be released for distribution. They hn.d sent several 
petitions in this connection but with.po result., Their 
lack of trust in official cssul:I'.nce was apparent. Another 
issue raised was the absence of e uniforo wage :rate. Wa.ges. 
vr:.ry from time. to time·and from people to people and be;ar 
little resembJance to needs. 

One of our friends, an elderly Muslim labourer, adopteq the 
role of anitnateur and arranged to show the tape to some of 
the landowners and record their .reactions. The landowners 
conceded the benefits of conso+idation, but they did not 
trust the govemment machinery which would implement the 
Act. They cited examples from·neighbouring villages whore 
corrupt officials had made a packet while consolidating with 
no corresponding benefits to .the comnuni ty. l3ut sane • 
landowners also felt giving land to the landless, ·wruld • 
mean reduced productivitr of the land. The ooLIJ!lon ~casa.nt 
would presumably go in'for sporadic v~getable cultivo.,tion 
and ma.es production would be n ~locted. On the issuo of 
wages they put forth the probleos they faced in tems of the 
rising costs of inputs, lack of availability of fuel and 
power and low governoent procureoant prices. Interestingly 
one of the cultivators offered to give some of his land to 
the landless if others would do the ea.oe. They would not. 
{UJifortuno.telY a.t this point this particular ~iece d 
equip:ocnt and tape had to be returned to FJ.O,.;J 

Our next video ~eriment was of lqn 
a.rro.nged to ha.ve regular ev@i.ng sho 
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done during the day. We _also had some recorded tapes with 
us consisting of 'Chitrahaars' (a collection of songs and 
dances from commercial films), film clips ~nd some tapes 
of a folk media festival. We varied the location of tte 
shows but had huge enthusiastic crowds everywhere. It 
is quite a sight to see six hundred people watching n. nin& 
inoh monitor. We ~lso had few daylight shows for sm~ll 
groups, like women who would not come out from purdah. We 
discovered that locally produced programccs were ~~ong the 
most popular. 

\'e allowed the community to dictate the content of the 
prots-ramrnes. A few of the villagers soon beean to na 1ce their 
own tapes. i1any discovered they had hidden talents. So;!J.e 
sang and acted out film scenes, others preferred a more 
documentary approach, taping harvesting scenes, wrestling 
1:1atchcs 3.nd other village activities, and sone organised 
and recorded discussions. One team taped a filn off the 

. screen of a cincca hell in the neighbouring town. One 
discussion spontaneously turned to fa2ily plaming. It 
wa.s fe:lt that planning one's fac.ilJ' w::i.s a good thing in 
i ts0lf, .::.nd that this was a ·,lidely ace epted vi cw. F-Iowever, 
nervic0s were fol t to ':le totally in~c.equate and unreliable::. 
They a.11 cited exn.nples of 'c1.scs' which h'l.d gone 'bad'. 
The whole ad:':inistrative a.ppro:ich of cn.tching people by 
::my nenns and I sterilising' w2.s responsible for the failure 
of the progra~ne. They felt ~h'lt if fnnily planning 
workers cct villagers regularly instead of going to the 
prn.dhnn D.nd s~ying 'got ne ten cases or else', D.nd services 
were icproved, the f~oily planning prograr.ne could become 
.1 success. 

Our role was gradually narrowing down to storekeeper and 
underemployed technical consultants. 'The equipment took care 
of itself. No special precautions were taken. It was 
constantly exposed to dust, heat and back breaking bicycles 
rides. The monitor was run on a 12 volt car battery, that. 
was no problem. However, we had to stay up many nights to 
tap the sporc'.dic electricity support to charge the VTR 
batteries. 

Our relations with the local establishments were ambigious. 
In the village, the pra.dh~ and other influential landlords 
felt threatened because unlike offici~ls we did not work 
directly through them. At the sa.me time they did not wish 
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to alienate us, being uncertain of the power w& might hC!.ve:. 
They adopted a policy of passive non-cooperation. The 1 

obvious next step was to sho~ these tapes to the concerned 
officials. The local officials were reluctant to be tarec 
in the absence of clear directives from their superior:::. 
Some of them even had the notion that we were permanently 
wired for image and sound and would not even talk to us . 
frankly. The family pl arming people asked us not to show 
our tapes to their superiors. 

One thing, however, has been established. Video does seem 
to be very effective in crystallising issues and opening 
communication channels within the community and between 
them and the outside world. 
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STUDY.OF SPEx::T.A1110R:RESP-0NSE TO FAMilY PLANIUNG FILMS. 

O~TIVES 
. 

• In the first phase it was decided to study the coninuriication 
process with the avai.labl e films on f amiI.y plaming macle by 
both government and private producers. 

O.."' 
:Broadly, the purpose· qf the study ·",{as -to find out how .r. • 
ef'fective the film medium is in delivering-a serious message 
sue~ as a fam,i!'y pla.ming message to a rural -audi enoe _in ·a 
typical f)ilm exhibition -situation. ,.::t. • 

. , ~ 

The a.im was not so much ·to study what w.as understood of a ' • f: 
film message as to how and why it was understood. The main 
objective of the study was to determine what was the· rea.ct"iorr 
of the spectators to certain films, relating them to certain 
broad criteria like the family plaming message corttent, the •• 
argument for it, and the form and style o, .presentation; and 
to eXaJJ!.ine-t~ese in the light of credrbility, comprehension. 
and homophile; ana to understand ho_w thi. s audience related 
to films. 

. 
The specific objectives ot the study were: 

~;?~ t " .. f .. ._;!"~ 1~ :. -.. . ·• • 
:.;.L- .... .- ,._,,.,. !V ~ 

1 to determine whether the . .fa-mily plaming arguments in 
various· films were perceived; 

2 to determine the axtent to whlch the fa.mily plaming 
argument and the characters and_ tho si tua-tions. supporting 
that argument were found to be credible; 

I < •~. ' .-.:_) 

' ... 

3 to find out whlcl:l of the family- plaming .argmnents· • ... 
presented wa.s the most credible; - .: 

4 to determine whether the ma.mer and style of presentation 
was colll!lunica,tive nnd credible o.ild which kind of· presentation· 
was l!lost so; 

.. ... ~. 
5 to deterl:!line whether the·-difference or the sim.ilarl t!-: • 
in the environtient and in the life style ,.of tl1e charactere • -!.°' 

presented in the film were perceived and whether that ~--
... .. I. 

► 
~, 
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affected the credibility of the film's message; 

6 to examine what specific elements in the films caused 
the respondents to relate to the films; 

7 to find out the ext~nt to which the language used in 
the filos was understood; 

8 to find out what elements in the films were acceptable 
and those that were objectionable to the spectators. 

The study was to be carried out not only with the help of 
interviews with individuals in the audience put also by our 
impressions of the audience as sme of us sat with theci 
during the film shows. 

HYPOTHESIS 

It was hypothesised that: 

1 There would.b~~a -gaJ) between what was presented by the 
films and what was perceived by -the- spec tat.ors. ____ _ ,. 

2 Different arguments for adoption of family plaming 
would have different levels of acceptability. 

3 Attitude towards faoily planning wwld determine the 
response to the en tire film. 

4 The style and forti of presentati9n would have varying 
degrees of comm1J.!licative value. 

, 
5 Credibility of the message and of the characters and 
situations presented in the films would affect the 
acceptability of the message. 

6 Hooophile would affect spectator response in terns of 
involvement and credibility of the argument. 

7 Education, number of children ~d previous media 
exposure will deteroine the attitude of the spectator to the 
faoily planning films. 

SELEPTION OF FILMS 

After a preview of 70 films, a selection of 20 films was cade 
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after consultations with officials from the Directorate of 
Field :publicity, Departnent of Family Planning and Ministry 
of Information and Broadcasting. A further selection was 
l!lade on the basis of the following criteria (1) films which 
were made within the last ten years; (2) films with Hindi 
dialogue or narration, and (-3) films which were popular with 
the exhibition :agencies in the project area or had been 
intended by the film producer for a rural audience. or 
reo·omnendecI o:f favou~ed for rural showing by the Department 
of Faoily Plruming a.11d Directomte or Field Publicity. Filos 
were chosen to represent different styles of filriaking with 
common occurrence of theme.tic con tent. This led to a final 
selection of seven fil!!ls in which v~rious arguoents f Gr faI!lilY 
planning such as econcBic reasons, reasons r~lated to health 
and faoily wclfn.re and also those related to national welfare, 
were presented. Two cf these fiI~s, Teen SM-1 Band and Teen 
Ghara.ney, had a drn.ontic structure with dialogues; Chor Chor 
and Years of Premise had narration; Chautha Palna used song 
and dance o.nd Actuo.1 Experience had an intervi f!w, appro~~h. 
The last filo Hands hcd a.n essay structure with no dialogue 
0r coonentary, but only ousic. . 
To overcome the audience preempting its own responses, two 
films Chor Chor and.Hands, which;had the message only at the 
end, were clipped and shown without the direct family 
planning message. This helped us to ass·ess better the 
credibility of the film's argUmen c its elf al'ld let the 
spectator suggest their own solutions to any problem 

presented in the films. 

Synopses of the films and other relevant details are· given 
in the following pages. The syno~ses are kept as objectively 

descriptive as possible. -

.. ...,j , -

l, ! 
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YEARS OF PROMISE 

1967 •. Colour. 22J.:/2 minutes. Atma Ram Films. 
Producer/Director: Atma Ram. 

The film begins with women working in-the. fields. From the way, 
the women -are dressed the ·:village would be located in Maharashtra. 
The narration is in Hindi and :in the third person· and sometimes 
dubbed for incidental characters • .,., The narrator s;ys this is 
Sadapur VYllage and i-t· is prosperous and joyous. Shambhu is a 
prosperous .-v,i.llager ·who provides :well for his family. Shambhu is 
walking through the village and ,goes to his home where he lives 

• ' 
with his. wife Sit.a; his mother:,and his son _Nikku. 

Over the years, bis .fam,tly --increases. He has six children: The 
children have their quarrels ~nd demands. As Sita dra'ws water 
from the well, the_;narrator says ,that she has become weak after 

• bearing so many cPildren. Shambhu goes to the moneylender wh; 
tells him first to clear his old debts. Sita also points out the 
lack of money for th~ household and the na.rrat9r asks what is to 
be done if there is no money for buying the ne6essities of life~ 
One of the children's slate is broken and Shambhu refuses money 
for a new one. The child is asked to stand out of class as he 

:-, .. t . ... 

does not have a {l],ate.- H~_ runs to the field and catches a passing . , 
train .to the city, :3ct:y,ing. He is:--tracked down_ by .a -village elder 
and, on his return, he is .)Jeat~n. by his father in anger •. 

The village headman~invites Shambhu to a meeting. At the meeting, 
the narrator saysic-normally the 0 headman asks- questions; . this time 
he proceeds straightaway to discuss the prGblems of the village 
thn:t of not having enough land and money. He says that the 
government schemes have done many things, provided wells., s,eeds 
and fertilisers; but still there is no happiness in the vill~ge 
because there are too many people. 1Ev~n if there is money, thu 
pormlation keeps increasing. The headman and Shr:,mbhu are seen 
talking after the meeting. 

Next, they are seen together at a family planning exhiti tion. They 
see some family planning posters and a lady demonstr~tor iG se0r 
explaining with the help of a map of India and other posters •• 
Then they go to another section where the con trace:pti ve method.s 
are displayed by models and charts. The sound of music attracts 
them to a puppet show. 

There the puppet narrator sings that he has a mess2.ge, - what will 
be the result of increasing popu·lation, things have become ·expensive~ 
children are wasting away~illiteracy and conflict confuse the mind -
Ramu Bhayya earns only for himself - and harassed by his many 
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children - he is warning others who are due to get married. He 
who is the .fathe~ of two will be happy. l-,t is not- yet too late, 
if you practice !amily plarmJng, I'll say again antl a.gain. 

The headman and Shambhu are seen talking to a lady doctor. The­
commentary says that they are inviting her to their district •. 
Then Shambhu is seen talking to his wife at night and w·e are told 
that despite his shyness, Sita understands his intention. 

The doctor comes in a. van to the village and is se·en talking to 
some villagers collected together.under a tree. The narrator 
says the doct-0r and her assistant suggest sterilization after 
having enough children. They are then seen addressing· a group of 
women. 

The family planning mobile van comes to the village and Shambhu 
and Sita, along with others, give their thumb impressions. The 
commentator says that vasectomy is performed only with the. consent 
of both husband c..nd wife. Shambhu goes inside, we see the' operation 
room - the doctor says that there is nothing to fear, there won•t 
be any pain. Shambhu, after some time, is seen walking out and 
the headman greets him and says he has set an example for his 
village and offers Sita some tea. 

Back at the village, Shambhu and his wife are in their house. He 
takes his plough and goes out. Si ta follows with the child. The 
narrator quotes a proverb that each man brings his luck with hin 
but says that making your future bright is in your own hands. 

L 
- ... •.-t 
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CHOR CHOR 

1968. Black and White. 
Producer: Suresh Joshi. 
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12 minutes. Uttar Pradesh Government. 
Director: Sure sh Niga.m. ''" 

The film begins with shots on the banks of the Ganga in Eanaras. 
After a while, the Hindi narnation in the first perscm s~ys that 
a few miles from Banaras was the narrator's village, where h0 

used tQ ret-urn for his holidays. He continues to·recollect 
childhood memories of his village. Visuals show his old hone, 
and then children playing in a village. The narrator 'talks of 
his two uncles and his .cousins, Ra.tan by one uncle, ':.nd seven 
other cousins by the second uncle. Of how they used to plu..v a 
game ."Chor Chor 11 and .how Ratan always lost. Then in actuali-ty, the 
posi~ions of the game were reversed. With the death of one uncle 
and the land division following abolition of Zrunind.::.ri, Ratan 
i.s placed in an advn.ntageous position, with a lot of land and the 
other seven brothers have one seventh each of the land they had. 
A train leaves. The narrator says the seven brothers left the 
village, baffled by the n~w conditions. Ratanp now a young man, 
is seen pacing the fierd. The na~rator says that Ratan's father 
had-brought him up, the only son, with a good edu~tion a..--id he 
is now in a position, after independence, to better himself, 
which he does, using all the facilities available to him. 

A plane talces off and a train comes in. In the compartment, the 
thread to the present is picked up as the narrator is shown as 
a middle aged mn and words say that these are childhood memories; 
now, the cousins are i:i~eting a.gain in their village for a wedding. 

As the film shows the ruins and renains of an old house, the 
narrator lanents the f~te of his seven cousins whose families 
are struggling to exist in the village, and the large house of 
Ra tan on the other hand and his happy looking wife and children 
are shown in contrast. There are two· children and the vife is 
dressed in a rich sc:'..ri, worn in urban style. Over the faces of 
his seven cousins, he describes their plight in their menial 
jobs in the cities, and questions why this should happen to then 
who are as intelligent ~nd strong as Rn.tan. 

If this were the story of one fe.r.rily, the narrator says, he had 
no right to sc.y anything. But seeing their plight it must be 
said that less children should be born, so that they may have 
all the things they a~e entitled to in this free country. 
Otherwise they will be lost in the increasing multitude of this 
country and this story of loss and defeat will continue. From 
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the brothers, the film shifts to a large moving crowd shot and 
ends with the f~mily planning triangle. 

} 

,. 

NOTE: This film was shown clipped of its direct family planning 
message at the end of the film for reasons explained in 
the section "Selection of Films" in this chapter. 
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CBAUTHA PALNA 

1969. 
Films. 

:Slack and White. 10 minutes. Educational & Soci2.l Rcfcrm 
Producer: :SP Joshi. Director: Shanti Lal. 

A middle aged woman, fairly modern looking and wearing a s~ri, i~ 
urban style, and her husbana.' s younger sister, are at home v.i tr_ 
three children; one is a baby, the others between the ar:o of ::;ix 
to eight years. The sister-in-law, dressed in salwar k~mccz~ 
addresses a song to her bhabhi and dances around her. The song 
is in Hindi. The house is urban. Every now and then, the 
children are seen dancing the twist, arid the sister-in-l~w 
alternates her attention between the children and tLeir ~other. 

The song is sung teasingly o..nd lightly. It says do not h':'..-,o -l;!1C: 

fourth child~ l3habhi, or else your family will be ruined. In 
three stE!.nzas it tells the woman that her husband is very fond 
of her but n.s she is cleverer than him she should not eet carried 
away but restrict the number of children; a.gain, ·that there arE:- so 
many people in the house already, that her beauty will be lost 
with having too many children, and that she should not hav~ her 
garden filled with falling leaves. Every one will be happier if 
she has no more children. 

Finally, the singing, dancing sister-in-law threatens to make 
things difficult if she is not taken notice of. One, or two, 
and three is enough, do not have 'Cheen' in your 'Anga.n's do not 
have a fourth child. 

The shot with two woe.en is frozen, and a commentator. says that 
the problen of a large family has been placed before the woman 
by her sister-in-law, but it is the problen of a wh0~e nation. 

From this sequence, the film shifts to a map of India. Grcups 
of children and crowds of people are shown with numbc:::s superiiapose:i 1 

on then while the coID.Tientary says that in our country three 
children are born every 2 seconds. How will these children get 
food shelter, clothing, education? General population st~tistics 
are ~iven. Visuals of classroom rowdyism and young boys gambling 
on the streets or smoking, and crowds again, carry a coI!lI!lentary 
that one day the crowds will destroy everything - a tree consumed 
locusts appears; this is followed by posters on family planning, 
which is pointed out as the solution. 

Reverting to tLe story line, the older woman is seen going to a 
family planning clinic. 
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TEEN GHARANEY 

1964. Black and White. 18 minutes. Producer: National F.ducation 
and Information.F~l.ms Limited •. Director: ~A Abbas. 

The film is dramatised, with· dialogue in Hindi. The locale for the 
first few shots before the girl'~ marriage could be a village but 
the body of the film is_ located .in urpan middle class dwellings. 1 

The dress of the girl also c1:langes -from ,.the traditional Maharashtriar, 1 

sari to th~ normal urban style, along with,the locale. ' 

The girl is about to be married. Her parents consult the astrologer 
who matches the couple's horoscopes and for a small extra fee 
predicts that they wiJl have twelve children. The girl's parents 
are pleased. The mar~iage takes place. The newlyweds move into thei 
new home and their ed.ucation begins as they experience the dr.'.11Ilatic 
contrast of the neighbouring families' life styles. • The two 
fathers work in the same office·, earn :the same salaries. :But one 
family seems very well off, ..lives a pappy., p-eaceful life in a 
comfortable, well organised hom~. whereas the other home is poor, 
shabby, dirty,· chaotic arid ext+eme\r'y overcrowded. -The first family 
.has two children, the 'other ha~ eight, and a ninth is on the way. 
In the small family the parents are able to share their children's 
activities and d~velopm~nt, to guide and en~ourage their progress, 
while the other parents are perpetually harassed, unable to control 
their tempers or to look aft~r their children properly. 

. -
Mala, the young bride, watc-he.s and listen.s and .begins to worry. The 
mother of the small family tells her that the .other family would 
have been far better. off if only they had practised J:amily planning. 
Mala wonders if this means that she should not have children at all. 
The other woman reassures her, saying that a w·oman is not a woman 
until she becomes a mother, but that the number of children is within 
our control, n.nd she informs Mala of the family planning centre. 

Mala. and her husband visit the centre; they are si ttin'g with a lady 
doctor or lady health worker. A vo~ce .over commentary then asks 
what is the true meaning of family plarming and explains that it 
can bring happiness to their lives. The parent's first duty is to 
provide their children with health, education and shelte: and . 
consider their financial situation to support them. Various family 
planning posters are shown. The commentary says that the government 
has set up th~ clinics which advise various methods convenient tQ 
different people. 

Back home the couple decides that they will have two children and 
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then stop.· Just then the a.strologer reappears, again blessing them 
with twelve childr~n. But this time he is chased away. 

·. 
• 

. ' 
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ACTUAL EXPERJ;E..l.JCE IV 

1969. ~lack and White. 
Producer: Pramod Pati. 

-12-

14 minutes. Film Division. 
Direct or: OP Arora. 

A well-to-do family of parents and several children are .being 
interviewed. The interviewer is off screen, and speaks in Hindi. 
He asks how many children they have - they have eight children 
surviving, four have died in the 22 years of their marriage. 

Interspersed with titles are clips from three interview situations 
about the loop. The first woman speaks in Hindi, the second in 
Marathi and tbe third in Gujarati. 

A middle class woman Ls seen with her two children, both girls - then 
going to work - it is a city scene. There is'a voice over in English 
in first person which says - I am Suryakantam, I have two children, 
and belong to a middle class family. I also have to work and cannot 
afford more children. After my second child a friend advised the 
loop, and though my in-laws want a grandson, well, who can tell if 
the third will also not be a girl. 

After this is shown a village woman apparently in Uttar Pradesht she 
speaks in Hindi, and is a Muslim woman. She replies to introductory 
questions - her children's names, her husband's occupation and a 
description of the amount of :t.'OOm in her house. :Both her talking as 
well as what she describ_.s are shown. She doesn't want any more 
children either because of their financial hardship. She is using the 
loop, and says that now she has no trouble, she does a lot of work 
around the house everyday and this is shown in the film. 

There are two short interviews in Hindi, with two women, shown in 
close-up. One say~_that her loop was expelled on its own after a.- few 
days, the other says that for two years she used the loop to prevent 
conception, then removed it andha.s not had one reinserted. 

A lady doctor, facing the camera, speaks in Hindi, saying that she has 
inserted 1500 loops in the Jast two ~-ears and in 70 percent of the 
cases there has been no trouble. Two or three menses occur 
prematurely and in some cases bleeding is excessive. :But these 
troubles normally settle down on their own after some time. 

Suryakantam appears again, a voice over in Ehglish says that initially 
she had bleeding foT two weeks, after which there was no trouble at 

all. 
A woman speaks in Hindi saying she had little trouble at insertion, 
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just a pricking feeling, and afterwards what trouble she had ~as set 
right with med1cines and injections; now she is perfectly all right. 

A woman in Punjabi dress, and speaking in Punjabi, says tha.t she had 
the loop removed as she wanted a child, that there was no t::c:ouble 2.t 
the time of removal and after one·normal menses, ~he conceived. The 
delivery w~s norm~l and the child well. 

Interviews in Gujarati, Marathi and fuglish are followed by a long 
interview in English with a Mr and Mrs. Mehra, living in Chandiga.rb., in 
a three bedroom house with two children. They talk of wisbing to keep 
up their standards of living and that two is a good number for cr..ildren. 
Mrs Mehra says she is happy with,the loop after her initial problems 
with it. 

In a short sequence, a woman, in close-up and apparently from To.stern 
Uttar Prad~sh, talks of rumours - she has heard of the loop, that many 
women say that there is trouble with the loop and illness after it. 

The lady doctor is shown 2.gain. She says th?..t nomally the~e is no 
difficulty at the time of loop insertion. But for some people there 
is trouble later. They require to be reexamined and can be treated 
with medicines which are available free of cost in all family welfare 
clinics. There are also some women who have a lot of bleeding, in 
which case the loop has to be removed, but on reinsertion, they have 
no difficulty. 

A burkha clad wcman says she will never remove the loop even if she 
has cancer or dies as she wants to prevent further conception. 
Dr Jussawala of Bombay is shown sp~aking in English saying that they 
have examined thousands of women from all over India, and with the 
modern loop, they did not come across a single case of cancer. 

An interview with an urban, but orthodox woman follows, where she 
says that it took two minutes to insert the loop, and then when she 
had trouble, she went to the doctor who said tl:u!.t her pain was only 
a misgiving. 

The film ends with the title shot and a long row of new born babies 
in cradles. 
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Producer/Director~ Viml ~ 1970. Colour. 11 minutes. VS Enterprises. 

This is a film with no commentary or .dialogue. It has .only music ove 
several images juxtaposed with each other. These images are gcnerall 
of various hands, engaged in different situations, activities~ gestur 
or motions. 

The film begins with a baby, then its two hands, it is being fed b;c it 
mother; it moves on to hands writing on a slate, holding a book. 
Several shots of hands with books, in a l·ibrary shelf and table and 
so on are followed by a -finger pointing to a situations ·vacant column 
in a newspaper. A series of hands engaged in work are shown, typing, 
printing, in machine works of an industrial nature, hands sewing witr.. 
a sewing machine, making up electrical assemblies, telephone operatin 
and surgery. Shifting to rural environment there are hands eng2,gcd. i , 
ploughing, sowing,-plucking of fruit, milking a cow, weaving, clay 
moulding. There are different kinds .of musical instruments being 
played; drums being beaten, fingers stringing .a tanpura, p.laying a 
sitar, a piano, tabla :and painting different pictures_. From a 
painting to a sea shore. Two hands holding -each other, a boy and a 
girl are sitting on -the beach, his hands write I love you on the 
sand, then the hands meet. A priest in robes is seen at a Christian 
marriage rings are being exchanged~ the hands of Christ on the Cross 
·are shown. Situations follow from 2-Nikah; hands of .several men 
held up in prayer, a girl reading from a holy book. Then from a 
Hindu marriage a dholak is being.played, mehndi being applied on 
the hands, _tying of knots of the clothes of the bridal couple, 
and aarti. 

The sequence shifts to her putting a glass of milk on a small table, 
hands pull her by her hands and then by her sari. Her hands 
--struggle to put off the light switch. There is darkness. Leaves of 
a calender on the wall are torn month by month three times. 
Then a baby appears. A feeding bottle is prepared. Then the 
calender itself is changed; one after another two sets of clasped 
hands appear. 

Hands are digging at broken, dry earth. A pott~r•s wheel is lying 
with a broken earthen pot. A handi19 beaten against a wall. A 
girl is -leaning against th~ wall, and some hands on her shoulder 
suggest others relating to her. 

Around a plate are hands stretched out~ 
up. A boy empties a small onion from a 

A boy is picking a garbage heap. A 

Hands on barbed wires. 
each gets one roti, ·torn 
plate and takes it away. 
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begg~r receives al~s. A girl gets .taken away after payment of 
mon~y. ~here is pick pocketing and hands behind bars and in . 
chains. A recapitulatory montage of shots follow, interspersed 
with a clock and ir..Iant babies. After the third repetition a hand 
points. c.t the scre.:::n. Then several hands make a stop})ing gesture; 
there are severai suc!1 shots of hands. The soundtrack reverberates 
with the word "stop'\ in :::Iindi• and 13.ter in English. 

Then two sets of clasped hands appear on either side of ·a red 
triangle. The::pointing hand app·ears. -Again the triangle appears 
and a man, his face turned away, extends his bands in a stopping 
gesture. 

NOTE: Tr,i s film w2.s shown clipped of its direct family planning 
message at.the end of the film for reasons explained in 
the section "Selection of FilI1S 11 in thi_Erchavt;er. 
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SEL:OOTION OF SAMPLE 

Since the objective was to gain indepth understanding of the 
spectator response to the films, it was decided, in 
consul ta.ti on with our field team who were living in a 
village adjoining our ~roject village, that we have a.smali 
sample and use an extensive questionnaire so as. to probe 
deeply and find. out ag much as possible, and get nearer the 
true rea.c.tions to the films. A b~oader sample would not 
have been possibl~ t,o cover in such depth not only "because 
of the available time but because of the audience itself. 
There was an already prevalent resistance to family plaming 
and therefore we feared an unwillingness, as a community, 
to tolerate for too l~ng, interviewing about such films. 
Besides, there was a.r. 1I:1pa ti enc e even on the part of those 
willing, and suspicion of our motivas, born of not being 
able to really understand our purpose. Also tha women were 
so unfamiliar with intervic;w situations that we did not 
expect D?llY respondents. 

For these reasons, we decided to show two of the ,films in 
the ·adjoining village of Sul tanpur as well, as Patni would 
get saturated wi.th films on the same theme and we felt 
5 films would be their limit. 

The interviewing base was restricted to 10 people per film 
(5 males and 5 f~ales) with an overall total of 70. 
Respondents were to be selected (1) by their presence at the 
show, ( 2) on th~ basis of the wife's age, and ( 3) an the 
basis of representativeness in tems of oaste and religious 
grouping. 

PREPARATION OF INTERVI Etl SCHEDULE 

A questionnaire was worked out separately for each filo, 
keeping in mind the specific objectives oentioned aarli er. 
It was decided that an informal interview, seeningly 
unstructured, would be an adequate tool for data collection. 
The rationale for selecting this net hod was that a formal 
interview situation was unnatural in a rural Indian setting 
where villagers were unused to answering structured 
questionnaires. 

Two interviewers (cne ~ale and one feraale) saw the filns 
several times a.nd studied the questionnaire for each film 
80 that it was clearly understood. They also helped to 
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prepare some of the questionna.ires-wmch·were th,en translat·ed 
,into Hindi, k~eping in mind the local dial eqt of:. the region. 
ihe questionnaire wasitested with the film Years, of Promise. 

-t 
The--fle-xi-bi-lit-~ _of .. the d;ita collection instrumen~rs';~ed to 
,highlight certain dimensions at the pretesting stage--.j;hat 
,wouldhc;ve been otherwise lost had recourse been taken to the 
:traditional ~amer of ad~inistering a questionnaire in a 
rather_ formal int crvi cw situation. 

---:"The resp·ondentsr recall to· the films· seen "ihe. pre vi. ous. night 
was generally :poor. The reason given was_ that what was seen 

.. 

tho· previous night was f'o~gott en the next morning. . 'Ph-e--- - -,- .... - · -
attitude .of the wome1:,- p~rticularly, was une,pec ted-, Their 
.reluctance to answer questions that required· cri t!cal 
~thinking arose from the argument that ·they were inc-a.pable 
:or understanding anything. • It seemed that they thought 
they could not understand because they were not expected to 
·understand.·· 'ft was further. realised that a packe.ge .of -films,· 
wi. th .the family planning film ·innocuously pli::.oed with other 
generril '.futeres-f film·s·-.- w;i·s ncit-·percei"-\red-a.s a package of ._; __ _ 
.separate films. ~th~r, the· tendeney was to 'perceive the 
whole show as one film frol!l the· beginning., t.o""the end. All 
of these insights gained at the pretes'tfug st~e served in 
shn.rpeni~g the instrument. , 

Pretesting showed that straight questtoµ~,(,j;hoj dealt wJ .. th 
·the various dir.iensions ,·for film study brought face.tious 
r~Pl:..1-.es. __ ~.'f'.l:!Q.-41!...~Sti;,ons' seer:ied _to _p:i;~~UpJ;>Ol;!e-~veral s~eps 
in the reasoning process tli~j; J'!_~~!L£.iJ:f;i._:e_g;l t. for most • 
respondents t9 coopre.hend~.. Consequently, each_di3ension 
to the quest,i.on:nair~ was· split into. three· or four quGstions, 

. a.11 leading up t.9 and dealing with that d.fmension. 
~ • .-#! • lo ·~ .,,,.~ 

Modifications t'=o ,the.questionnaire were~mainly made_ (1) ,to 
build in· a detailed guide for the· interviewers to ai'd the . 
recall of the ~eapondents, and (2) to avoid direct questi•olll:ng 
on.._f.am.i.l:'l...ltlanning· and transf e~ the emphasis onto que sti ans 

---·-a.'bout the charac"ters and si,.t'l!./:3,.1;,iOJ).!!h - . ~ -- ·-------

A uniform data sheet was used for all interviewa_to gather 
information on :celig.f on, ca~t.e•..,. educc?, tion, numb_er- of . _ ". 
children living;· exposure: to media both tradi tionar·and non • 
traditional, atti tud~ to· d<?cumentary films, ?Jld knowl_edge 
and attitude towara:s· ·family planning. 
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FILM VIEWING SITUATION 

Initially, we considered the idea of showing individual 
family planning films to a limited, invited set of 10 or 20 
people as is often done fer indepth studios so that the 
viewing would be with more concentration and the responses, 

.hopefully, more critical and informative for us. Al.so, 
in this way, we would be able to ensure an audience of our 
sample require~ents cf age etcetera. 3ut we found that 
this would not be acceptable to the village comcunity and 
we were not likely to get their coope:mticn. Besides, it 
might be of core value to see what bn.ppened in~ file viewing 
situation somewhat siCTilar t0 what wr>.s normally organised 
by the govemCTent exhibition agencies. So ultimately we 
showed the fa~ily plo.nning filns interspe~sed with a package 
of other documentaries of a geneml nature. The screenings 
were to be at night, at an interval of about a week between 
~ach show. But problens with hardware did not allow us to 
follow this pattern strictly; however, with ninor variations 
the seven files were shown over a period ~f eight weeks fron 
25 NoveCTber 1974 to 22 January 1975. 

Due to certain social customs, we had to keep changing the 
location of the film shows in the village. In certain 
locations only certain communities would attend the show, 
and there were further limitations in terms of where women 
would go. There was no place in the village·which would 
draw a fully representative audience. 

The audience was not exactly captive, as they are supposed 
to be for film shows. People would wander in and out of shows, 
indulge in~ lot of (revealing) comments and conversation, 
and the women especially wo~ld be di3tracted by crying 
children in their laps, or at home, who would have to be 
attended to at intervals. 

APPROACH 

The interviewers (one male and one female) lived in Sultanpur, 
where two of the films were shown, and cycled everyday to 
Patni half an hour away. They began to live there about 
eight'weeks before our film study screenings commenced •. 
Some of· the other members of the team made periodic visits. 
The interviewers generally ~ade the acquaintance of people 
in the villages, and established rapport with them br 
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get.ting to know them on an·inforl!l8.l basis. This helped the 
quality of our interviews:despite their confusion as to our 
intention, the respondonts were willing to be more 'Open and 
honest than they otherwise might have bee~. 

As par't 'or this effort towards establishing contacts with the 
village, several short films and some feature films were shown 
at periodic intervals for a few months before the filni study 
coI!ll:'.lenced. This also helped to assess their general reactions 
to films. The approach was made entirely without official 
references as we did nqt want the apprehensions or inhibitions 
felt by the villagers to the officials to be reflected •in 
their attitude towards us. 

INTE..."ttVIEWING SITUATI 6n 

The interviewers went.out the day after the film screening 
and the noroal practice wns to record all interviews on 
tape. Interviews were conducted in an informal situation 
and the reopondents were nest often unaware that their 
conversation was being taped. Interviews were taped so as to 
gauge the value of the reply by the tone, intensity and the 
general attituae of the respondent in answering questions. 
Facb interview lasted about 45 minutes on tape. Interviewers 
generally worked alone, so that the respondents were not 
inhibited by too many outsiders. After listening to the 
interviews, the interviewers ¥ere rebriefed wlwn necessary 
as to their oethod. Later, the interviews were transcribed 
and collated.· 

Sone problems in the interviewing situation arose fron the 
attitude of the respondents. Those hostile to fc..;Jily 
pl&ming, put off by the film, wruld attack the interviewer, and 
not reveal their real response .:md reasons till after a 
lot of extraneous conversation. Those apprehensive of 
interviewers had to be drawn out. There would be sP.vcral 
digressions. And in the case of wonen, these digressions 
would also mean the occasional participation of the interviewer 
in the household activities of the respondent in the course 
of the interview. The novelty-0f the situation was perhaps 
responsible for·the acute embarr~ssment of sone of the wooen 
respondents who would laugh-and shy away, and with gre~t 
perseverance and tact on the part of the intervi~w~r would 
cooplete an interview. . 

~ut on the whole, interviews were fairly honest and in•depth. 
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PLAN OF ANALYSIS 

The st~dy calle~ for a qualitative rather than a quantitative 
analysis • . The interview situation allowed the respondent to 
ramble and to digress in any manner he pleased. This was an 
advantage insofar as new and unexpeqted dimensions emerged 
in the perception patterns to films, actual feelings W6re 
revealed and deeper insighis gained.· It also alloued the. 
respondent to be natural and less self-conscious. The • 
interviewer was asked to· openate within the structure of 
the questionnaire in the manner which best suited the 
situation. But as a consequence, aside from a mn.ss-of 
extraneous infonnation, the sequencing of questions got 
altered. Furthcrt the e.nswer to a question often came not 
as an answer to that question but as an answer to some other 
question and new dimensions constantly emerged. 

Given these facts, a fairly flexible pl~n for handling the 
data was worked out. Each interview was gone through 
carefully and the answers to questions were then sorted out. 
The overall attitude of the respondent, in tenns of the· 
manner in which the questions were answered, the tone, 
intensity of .the voice, or laughter, or 'I dcn't lmow' or •r 
don't remember' statements that accompanied the nnswers 
were all taken into account in assessing the quality of the 
answers. There were often contradictions in the answers 
given. -In such cases, either answers were disca.rded,or 
were reconciled, taking into ace aunt the entire interview. 
There were always two people working together on the analysis 
with the interviewers themselves participating frequently. 
In cases of doubt, a consensus of opinion was arrived at. 

Ea.ch interview was examined under several categories - recall 
of the story of the film, credibility of the argument, form 
and style of presentatio~, homophile, media ~xpectation· 
and media credibility, and the expressed effect of the film 
on the respondent and his attitude to the specific family 
planning message of tr~ film. The t~n interviews for each 
film were then consolidated into a Film Response Profile, 
resulting in seven such Profiles. The data was then examined 
across all the seven films to see if there were any 
conclusive answers to the following: 

l What was the general reaction of the respondents to the 
medium i tsclf; 

I 
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2 Which form of presentation had more appeal; 

3 Which fanily planning argument, if any, had more appeal 
or more cicdibility; 

4 What,-•-:::; -:he f:::"llj_ly planning o.ttit,1de that €'Tl'Xged in 
relation to the films; 

5 Whether homophile was necessa.ri::..y an important factor 
to .reckol'l with for Cl')mnnmica.tion of a. family planning 
message: 

7 

Whether fri.ctorc :3Uch as edu0a·'.-~ on of the reFipor,dent, 
the number o:' children he/she 11ad, or previous r.1edia 
exposure aff ec-:·cd the respondent's peroeptic..n c.f the 
fj_lm n.nd his/her attitude towards it; 

Whether ~her~ \•TP,s any ±'iln thii+, was liked br,ct of all, 
and for whet r0.~sons~ 
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2 DLSCRIPTI ON OF SAMPLE 

In all, seven films uere shown and interviews for the study 
were restricie~ to 10 per film (5 male 2nd 5 female). The 
estimate~ saJ~l2 was a total of 70 interviews (35 male and 
35 female). Tl:e cri -caria for selection of respondents was 
(1) presence during the film show, and (2) the woman's age 
3.nd in the case of male respondents their wives' age, bein~ 
15-25 years. An attempt was made as far ,'ls possible to 
keep t'1e sa1:1ple rcpr,:!<1entati ve of religion and caste. But 
certain peculiar vim-ring condi ti.ons imposed lini tations on 
this. Or.e of these W:'l..S the site or location of the: filo 
show. It was found the.. t location dcterI!linod the o.udi ence 
for the show. Thns, if the site chosen is in a certain 
locality, only ~embers of certain castes and religions 
would go there. So 5 we had to hold film shows in different 
pl2.cos by turn, _but thnt neru1t our sa.,--::ple for each film not 
only varied frorr1 film to filn but could be represcnt.:>.tive 
only of those groups that would attend the show. Further, 
women were restricted by the disto.nce from their homes. 
Young oarriJd war.ion with no children wore generally not 
allowed to attend .::. filn show "in public" and if they cane, 
their attendnnce ['.Ild subsequent interviews had to be 
surreptitious. Therefore the nlll!lber of woI!len in this age 
group were linited. Also, it was not the custo~ for the 
husbn.nd 8.nd wife to attend the same show, therefore it w1.s 
rarely possible to interview a couple for the s,'-U'lo show. 

Th0 rate of r~fusal initially was high with n tot~l of 52 
refusnls (21 men 2nd 31 women). These rcspond:nts wer.'J, 
howevc:r, substituted by others who h2,d been present during 
the fil□ show. Interviews with, 67 persons were succcssfl:lly 
co;:iplcted (33 nn.le and 34 fena.le). Three persons who 
refused could not be substituted due to non-uva.il~bility of 
respondents. 

Of the 67 respondents tha.t were intervi ... wed only' 39 (23 non 
and 16 wocen) did so willingly, :md the rennininrr 29 h::1.d to 
be pcrsuad~d by th~ interviewers. 

A uniforo da.t~ shact was used to obtain ccrt~in b~ckF,round 
info:r:.10.tion about each respondent <211d their 0xposure to nodi.::, 
both tr.:i..,lition~l o.nd nontrJ.ditiona.l. This includ•.:d litt"J::::-'1.cy, 
marital sta.tus• nu::ibcr of children, religion, cn.ste, oxposurc 
to radio, printed ::iatter, fil1.1s and trndi tiona.l nedic.. 



An analy'si-~ ~c~i ·-tl~~~ rl:r:ta; ·s,h\bwe:d tha~ 2:;_· re_spOndents 06_ male 
and 7 female)--were rlite-rate;--that·is they cou.1-a read an·d ,. 
write; 3 men cpuld _only read and 7 resp~ndents {5 male and 
2 -female) cob.la;. s·ign_ their· rramei:;_.. • 3.4 · respondents ·(9· 'tnale . 
and 25 fem~l;e)-' were i'llfterate. • :- • • 

'I I -:·-, ~- •~--; -.•: ,-: .: ~ ... ..--·, • ~-~- ,; .. 

RELIGI-Oti Aft:D CkS1''.E( - -. ·., ~ .,, ·.,. -, : ;· ··\> .i • ·., - , • , 

•: ':;;._;,_•)-·:2-): '.f" i~ V~• .,} _._ '.,. • _\ 

I •• : -. 

. Of the -6'7·•'-r'es-pb!}den·ts ·"41:' ,we·re. Hindu {1:6: mal:~ and 25. f ~inal-e} _., .. r.: 
and 26 were 11uslims .(17 male and._ 9 f-emale). Amongst th-e- · ·.-- ,, , 
Hindus tbere· we1;e: 19 Harija.ns, 11 Sn.inis, 5 Brahmans, 3 . • 
Khatri, 2 ,Th-e~m2.I' -cli(f r 13adai,. - ·Amongst t·he· Mus1..ims t.he -~ • :T . 

do:r;iinant oast·-es we:Po .:Gad-a -(-1-1') -and iT:elis: ( 12) with .one· Rajput, •. ·. 
one Loh2.r ancl one Nai.· • Th2 nu.n;i.be.r of- f-emale· respon~nts_.-:wa~ -·-i. : .. 
higher among Hindus. •• • . • • 

;- I.1 Ct::):',t~ .JJl,;·-< - b .. '.~ :· ~ ... f .~-i. ~ _,:'I. J:.t· :~ c~ :---_-:'9' j ..:.~ ~) .:~~ ,~ ..-: ... vi ••• :r -~,; ~;: ~ !~ ·._r :t ;:;. ~- ;:~,.~[ v .. l .{ .~Lf 1 ;, 

NUMB~ .~~~-,~~1;~y:·~_01r~,~~I~f :-:-;!L:~t~ r~:;;;:.~:~-~ ~--:~:: ~~"~- _:f•r-.~ :~: ;~ -~-;_~:~~~~~;,::~ ~ 
All tJfa "--:r'eeyohd-ent2 -w,c~e 2m-3lrff-ie_d,·.~ili 22 :r,e.:spor-ra:-erut~ !:.!(cl!:Q ,;.,."!J:Ell:: ;;-_:·:::.s,:, 
and 12 ¼omen}-'-1iatl' ·rfo:,ohtl~:z;'~, hh:f: r;espiind,en.t':i::f.7 o.mailu·ap<\_• Lh.P~: r: ( 
7 female) had one· thlid,. 16 -1:espondent:s ·:c 8 ~men ,and 8 "women) . ' - . 
h::td two ·chi:1\trep a:qd ;& responacnts (_5· male and-· 3 f·emal:e) had ' . 
3 children; 5~:~~sp'ondents {-2 ·male arid" '3 female-) had •.four .. 
children and only ·2 -respondents ( one man arid one w·oman} in 

. •.. -1 

our sanple had 5 children. •. 

MEDIA C ON'I1ACT 
. r 

When questio~ed-about BXposure io·rad10 -0nly_13-respbndonts 
(9 men and 4 women) said.that they listeneu to the radio· 
frequently; 23·respond~nts (14 male o.nd 9 female) sn.id tl1G:: 
listened sometioes, 16 TeSJ)ondents (8- p:aJ.;i :and ;8 fe:::tal-e). , 
said that th~y rarely listened to the radlo.;:md 15 p0rsons 
said that they hn.d no contact with radio. 

PRINTED MATTER 
-~ :. 

Respondents were .asked whether they read books ::i.nc. raage.zines, 
or got them read. out_~oy so~ebody. els et end i't was f ou..11.d that . 
22 respondents -(12 Bale und '10 feoale) had·never re2.d,c:21y . 
books -0r magazines,· rior ·clid-:they.-have tli~m read out by,, • " , 
.anybody. Only 4,respondents (3 male•,·mid 1 female) ·s.'.".id•:tha.t. 
they read books and nagazines frequently. 21 (14 nen nnd 7 . 

_,_;...:.,', .. -':!~~~/·J,j ..... ·'":.i. .. ~ ·:.. ;:.-· :...;-.~ -r--, ~ --~-r _-t- ~-._.j-•~-_.j_7!ff_~;--j/~J:' r~~'::.i ;_;_•1'"• #f.__ 

_ ~ .. -..-:: ..., , ..... c- ,;- .. r r--· • ..;·. ·.-:: ,..i --.- .. ·-~.~,,.,~ .... .d:~~£:.,,f.f.r. n;; ·2~.1-:-.. :'..:. ... ; ,)"'~-: 

• :.:.i: \ ~;tt\gt~i ;f; (.; i: _, ~ ~rn~~ ~:;,,; 2~f,it1:~ ~,:C'I: :f !:;:,:,; 
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or.ien) i-ea~ <>r had bookt or ma.go.lines read out---f'6r t~em 
•oaetime, 8.lld ~O ~~ppondents 8a.id tnat they ra.rel1 ~ea4 bock; 
end 1!¥\Salih~a o~ la.d thGitt ref:l,d out• 

I("/ 

..... 
CIIDtl ilID SHORT FILMS ' . 

il1 reaiondenta were asked about their c-0nto.ot with cinem4 
and 42 { 26 ma.le and 16 !el!ltl.lG) aaid they aa.w f ilma; ,4j 
(25 male and 18 femnle) had alao aeen short filma of 
dooumenta.ry and 1nforma.tionnl nature, 25 reapoodents (t men 
and 18 YOr:lert) hac. hD,d no previous exi,oaure to eil').e'Oa and .. 
~ (8 inenc.D4 16 women) bad o.lao never seen (!.l'ly aliort tilma. 

, Ih both 0a1•s the men hn.d had greater exposure. 

. . 

To Ii•• out their knowledge o~ and attitude to fal!Iily planning 
prior to direct tuestiohing on the lilmt ·all respontents were 
iaked About thei~ knowledge of and attitude to family 
~aiming. When a.skcd wh~t they understood by family pla'ming 
the moat 00CJ:1on re•ponse was that_ it !!lea.ht ha.vihg :fewer 
~hildren; but they rarely mentioned az6 particular IJ.ethod at 
doing so, Similnrly though they appeared to hn.~ a 
favourable attitude toward• ta.nil.y planning in generc.l, • ,thet 
Wero eva1i ve o.b out saying anything J>-Osi ti ve for themael vea,. 
In the sa?lple of 67, only \'wo pen·ons a.dtii tted to be cu~ttM 
users~ ' .• 

. , 
Mo~e ~e.cifieally ,lhe ;eaponae "8:8 a.i f ollowas ~ . 

,, .. . ~ ,,.· - . .. ,., 
?O nen a.s--·qgainet 22 wol!len respondent• said that fnnily • 
Planning aeant having fewer children and three men as- against • 
&igbt • wooen re:portec ~1.ving no 1cnowled8ec of fanily p?a.nning. 
1',,o.nen nentii.oned that it- wn• s6oething by which one eoul;d 

' ! ~ ••# • I 

t,. " • 
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space children though they did not'mention any specific 
method of spacing·, while one man me;ntioned vasectc:ny ap a 

• I' 

_method, and on~ male respondent said that family planning 
meant having fewer children through.'medical inte.:::-ference',~ 
but did not mention a spec;i.fic method, but added tl;.at it • 
was to ensu.ce fam~~Y welfare. One male respondent c-e.:.S·:.:.:•"' J Y 
remarkea.. th.a.t i~•_wiis· something important, while one-Eiaid. 
that it was- something to control the population, and 0'1P. said 
that it was something good. One' respondent -said thzt i.t-
was for poor J)GOple who would benefit frqm it and two acid 
that it was ~o do with children a.nd.'"l:·-, vi--c:iJ:.., ..:;.-:.id t',.t it 
meimt to L,'uc,ate one's children and obviously he .had no 
knowledge. "One ma.le respondent 'refused to answer tl1.e. 
question. There -was no refusal f'rom the womP-n. Of tfie -
22 women who said fa.:nily plah.~ing·meant-fewer e~ilQ~en; 
none of them said how they could have ,.f.euer childre:::1". • One 
of the?:! said that having feuer child::'€~ w~s bood for heal th 
and one ·said that a small family was a happy faIPily~ fy-o 
f el:.['.le respondents mentioned vasectony as a specific method 
to l;.ci t nunbe-r of children and two- :women said that it was 
some wuy of 1·imiting fo.nily· size._,.,~ • • -

15 ntle respondents as-against 20 femaLes appeared to have 
a favcurable attitu.'a:e towards fani:ly ~larming often s~ying 
that with the hiffh COBt of present day living it was better 
to mve fewer children or that if t~ere ara ~ewer children 
they can be bro~ht up well, or that it was in the national 
inte:r-es~. '="hey were evasi v.e about x•hat they would do . 
the~selves. Q-ily one nale rcsponde~t positively said.that 

' 

he would be willing to a.dept· fanily plannin~ for hiI!lself in· ,~ 
the future, and tt-ro men aclmi·ded to 1:>ein15 u3ers, c:ie of whom 
sn.id th~t r..is wife-had accepted the loop, yhile the other 
nerely Stated that he was a tu:ier. -ll l!lCn and 9 WOCTen .ha.d no 
attitule towards family plannine eithex ~egctive or.positive. 
Tvo r:en we:r-13 hostil-e -towards ~ru:iily :planning, one because he 
had no children and th-3 other .becau.ae he was P..gainst the 
manner in which the prog.ra~e was.._'Qeing iI!lplernented. ~ or example, 
he mentioned in.stances w-hor~ men ·who ~re n-ot _eligible had 
been vasectonised., that iR, they·wexe ·widcme:rs_ ·01· bachelors 
or too old, and felt thn.t the progr~mne should bG directed 
towards younger couples with two or three children. 

Sinilarly for the wgcen, 20 of then, though they appeared•· 
favourcble in genera~, did not eay anything apout ~hensolves~ 
They did mer..tion.f 1~9-:t· ~~ving _ !_oo Ifumy-chil::.r':n can c1:ea te_. _ 

" "' ,r • , i, --. ~ ., ..,.. .t .....,_. . • 
.,. ..,_ .... j l. ~ ;. ,t • r,..• , _. ,,...~ ,,. 

• _# ~ ~ l ,.. ~ tr··_, r.6 
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probleos as these co..ys people cruinot n.fford t~o mny children, 
fcur wcoen secncc p~8itivcly favcur~ble, s,ying that they 
cid net wnnt core chilJ~en but they were n~n users ~nd nade 
no nention of ni-~-:-pting funily pla.."llling in the future. 
Ho-,1cv0r, one of then so.id th.::.t she wouli not unc.ergo 
atcrilisction eE she hnQ only two daughters. One woman 
w:.s f::.vcur,blo but f2.toJ.istic, sc.ying th:lt thoubh she dirl 
nd: w.:-..nt r:)re children, it depended on god's will, if he 
C3Ve her ~or~ she wculd have no choice. 

It woultl seen th,t though they have a fevourable attitude in 
general they ere net prepared to becone users theoselves, 
either bec~use vf lack of knowledge, nnd consequent 
r:isconceptions ::bout fanily :planning, or b acQ.use they co not 
truet ".llY of the nethods propagated by the national prograI!l.i..'"'1€. 
Lack of o..dequ~te supplies nnd absence of adequate follow up 
of sterilisation and loop insertion cases also justify their 
fcnrs Qn~ prevent them from cccepting ff'.flily planning. To 
sc::e extent social c~isa:rrproval is also responsible for their 
negative thinking. 

ATTITUDP TO FILM 

It wcs also intended that we study the responcents' ~ttitudc 
tow1rds filn o,s n. ocdiun, specifically towards short filns. 
We fcund tho..t in all 41 respondents had ho..d exposure to short 
fil~s, of whoo 3 so.id (1 en.le and 2 fenale) that they did 
not like then, the nl'.le respondent beca.use he f 0und thera 
irrelevcnt and useiess, ant! the wonen because they h"..r!. n -
song anc dance sequenc0s. Of the reoainin 6 37, nost of then, 
nen an1 wcmen, lik&d thGse filns for the inforn...tion vo..lue. 
Farmers and their wives s::iid about these films thn.t thc,y 
likcc:1. them because they "!ere of instructional nnc inforr1".tj,"l~l 
v~lue, n.nd they found then relev~t. A few also sci~ th~t 
they fountl theo entertaining. However, for sone -,,cr:011 they 
were just a diversion from their routine life ::me. t!cny liked 
these filns only because they could see nJving inages. 9 
persons (5 nen nnd 4 wonen~ were :mable to give a~ ~pecific 
reason as to why they liked. the fil□s. 8 r::en :,.s ag::inst 12 
wo□en saic that they had never seen short filns ~nJ 3 ncn 
1.nQ 5 wonen did not n.nsw.:?r the question. 
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3 FIN:PINGS 

FitMS HA VE LITTLE EFFED T 

The effect of the films evaluated in this ~tudy appeared to 
be negligible. There was very little serious response i~ 
terms of i~s emotional effect, the conviction of the argument, 
comprehension of the message or ·involvement with the film, 
its characters, situations and environments. Consequently, 
any attempt to relate the film's message to oneself was 
lacking most of the time. 

Though there were questions which were meant to find out 
what the raspondcnt's own action regarding birth control 
would be, all the responses cannot be taken seriously, ~s 
many of the answers were casually given. The responses 
seemed not so much a resolve to definite action of any kind 
but a half earnest, and perhaps lazy, agreement with the 
message of the filo. 

This is, however, not a reflection on the dishonesty of the 
interviewees. Most of tho time, desp~te embarrassment for 
the women or low involvement on the part of the men, answers 
to the interviewer were on the whole honest. What is 
questionable is the depth of this answer; how moment3.ry ia 
the reaction under the influence of the interviewing situation? 
Or was it deeper or did it express a conviction or attitude 
that would influence the individual's later actions? 
Therefore it w~s useful to st~dy the respondent's overall 
reaction to the film to assezs its effect. • 

WHICH ARGUMENT IS VALID FOR FAMILY PLANNING ADOPTION? 

Of the various argu,~ents that were used in the films, the one 
relating to the well being of tho children definitely stood 
out a.a being the !'!lost credible and having the most appeal. 
Out of the nany argum:;ints in Years of Promise, this 
particular ono was pointed cut and rerneMbered; it was 
reiterated in the response to Teen Saal Ba.ad and to Teen 
Gharaney. Moreover, this argument had.a coI:10on appeal for 
both men and women. In every filo in which this argument was 
put.forward it found agreement, though other argul!lents 
presented i~ the same filn were often rejected. this 
conclusion ta.lteff into account the variables of the 
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communicative value of different films, as well as the 
comprehension level of the respondents. 

Besides this, the importance of education seems considerablG 
to the men, who are also more concerned with·the ocononie 
probl0ms, whether regarding the children or land and 
resources. This was evid,cnt from the men's reaction to th0 
problem of land division posea in Chor Chor. 

For the women, on the other rand, the mother's health is an 
important argument and ·sometimes as credible an argument ns 
the care of the children, and the economic and personal 
capacity to look after them. For the men, this argument 
is not very credible; they either ignore it, are indifferent 
to it and uninvolved, or cite instances of women who have 
borne many children and yet both nother and children are 
healthy. 

There was not nuch of an exposure to the argument of faoily 
planning for the national good, but nevertheless, there is 
reason to believe that if presented as nn economic problem 
that will affect the individual, it will be credible to 
some of the men who think that far. But presented in terms of 
population increase, enploynent queues or in tems of one's 
"duty to the n~tion" it is not likely to find favour. We 
have no indication of what the wo~en feel on the subject, 
but their incap::!.ci t)• to think even beyond the family unit 
su~ests thc.t they will not relate to the nation. 

It was observed that wherever a large faoily was depicted and 
was the !'.lain point of enphasis, as in Years of Promise and 
Teen Saal Band, the respondent's expression of willingness 
to adopt fuoily pln.nning was accompanied by remarks like, 
"I don I t have so Illc.1.DY children, 11 "I have only two children 
so I don't have tc think about it now." This could~be an 
evasive attitude but the fact·that it occurred in response 
to these two films also indicates an inability to identify 
with a family size dif£erent from one's own and also to 
project so far ahead. An interesting exception was the 
brief, but intensely dramatic depiction of a large family, 
as perceived by the wife(in the young couple who were built 
up as a strong focal point in the film.) They provided an 
immediate identification for our respondents who were drawn 
from a similar age group. . ~ ~ 

Presenting general arguments, that is, an omnibous of 
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Another strongly expressed feeling, again by the m0:1, .war.: tre 
manner in which the programme was being currently iu.plemented. 
One respondent, while expressing faith in the doctor in Teen 
Saal :Saad said he would himself never go to a hos]li. tal, c'..S 

nothing was possible there without bribery, which he coulc 
not afford, nnd he lmew that without doing so, medical 
attention would be inadequate, whether it be for va.sect omy o~ 
any other operation, and he would suffer later. There w~s 
also the feeling that workers, Md even doctors, wero t~rgct­
oriented, and in their effort to collect ca.scs, were 
unscrupulous in their advice and their assurances. Th0so 
were some of the responses wc got when we tried to exc~inc 
the credibility of sources, char:icters in the film, cha.rec tors 
through whom the message w:::i.s delivered, like the doctor in 
Teen Saal :Saad ruid the village headman in Years of Frowisc. 

Of the specific •birth control methods, only sterili s.'1 tion, 
with e!:lphc1sis on vc..sector:iy, end the loop, were mentioned in 
the fil□s shown. There is hostility to vasectomy, but more 
bec~use of the way it is i~plemented by the fatri.ly planning 
and raedic~l staff. In fnct, sorae of the respondents prnferrod 
to hnve children 'in ra.pid succession' and then adopt the 
tcmin:il oethod. On the other hand, in principle, the loop 
found fnvour anong many, becc..use it was a spacing □ethod, 
c:nd was reversible - if necessary, it would be reooved c..nd 
one could have children aenin. This was appreci'l.ted by 
m-'llc r-nd fer:w.le re:spondcnts. :But in practice, both methods 
were oprosed due to fear of ill hc,:ii th. This fo::r was not 
founc to be a preconception on the part of tho respondents 
but bnsec on the bad experience of neighbours, friends or 
relati v.:;s. And often the WOI!len s:iid - there nust be other 
methods of sp'l.cing, other than tho loop, which we can use. 

These feelings indicate th1t general arguments do not 
~chievc Lluc~ cs most of the peopl~ in this p,,ge group nt 
least, h~ve nothing, in principle, against family planning. 
Again, na.ny respondents said of sooe of the fil□s - they 
do not say aJ:cything nc1,:. This ancwncss 11 relates to ricss~e 
content definitely, but also to a way of putting across 
nessagen that relat~ with !!leaning to the individual. This 
has to do with their perception patterns which will be 
discussed later in this report. 

:But specific issues arc nuch nore difficult for non-personal 
media to t.::.cklc o.nd would m-'c.n r'ila.tinG to_ a d:::cpcr a::- well <' s 
wider level, :::nd touc~~ng on issues which d~ not seea 
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obviously connected' with family planning. There ·are certain 
problems presented in these films to which family planning 
is presented as a solution. But the natural tendency on 
the part of the respondents is, even if they ~erceive 
some '.)f these problems as r"' ,1, to seek social or legal 
remedies to.them first, and limiting family size plays an 
incidental role in the solution of this problem. This is 
why, also, the perceptions of the proble~s in the filn are 
not linked by the respondents to family plan~ing as &n 
answer, as the films would have them believe. Chor Chor 
was the only film that did not attempt this, though it 
provided no other solution. Teen Saal Baad, on the other 
h.e.nd, somehow c cnveycd a direct relationship between 
its problem £1.,:nd solution, though the soJ.ution might have 
found disfavour due to practic -, and empirical reascns. 

PERCEPTION PATTERNS 

Yet the argum2nt in Teen Saal Baad was nothing "new". 
Something in its communicative quality gave its message the 
effect that a new realisaticn does. This brings us to some 
notes on the perception patterns of this audience to films. 
The overall impres3ion of the lack of the effect of the films 
have been to some extent explained by the respondents' 
re2.,ctions to the·· r message content. Now an examination of 
their perceptior1 will not only further clarify this but 
also help to assess the value of the film medium itself for 
deliveTing specific mossag~s to this audience. Perceptions 
were studied, keeping in mind that the subject of these 
fi.lm.s ~ight have influenced the perception itself. 
Considerea along with this will oe the field observations 
nn.de by us while watching tho filas along wi_ th the audience. 

TIEX;ALL 

There was a fairly high incidence of confusion between one 
filn and anothor where filas w~re shown in a package of four 
or five, Apa~t fron the fact that this is the noroal rural 
exhibition pattern, unlike the urban audience, the village 
people often thought that all the filris in the show was one 
film Therefore there was obviously a confused perception • 1 • 
of the interrelationship of messages and purposes in the 
films. It also indicates a lack of familiarity with the 
filn oediun and an :'-18.bili ty to decipher its manners. In 
nnny cases it reflects on a lack of attention and 
assinilation while viewing the filns. 
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More than half the number of women and some of the men had. 
another pro bl em. "I saw it last night, I do not renember 
any ng now, was a common enough response from them. The thi " woCTen had a further problem in that they did not expect 
themselves to understand or remenber anything - "what can 
I say, I am uneducated". Ernbarrassnent at just being asl:cd 
to concentrate on sonething like a film, and then to have 
opinions about it did not seen to fit in with their 
expectations of themselves, and presumably of others' 
expect~tions of then. 

EXPECTATION OF THE FIIJ'I MEDIUM 

E>cpectation of this mediun was also an ioportant factor 
which conditioned the attitud8 to the filns in general, 
apart from the specific nessage contained in then. The 
women seemed to be invariably looking for "song and dance;

1 

and "films like they have in the city 11
• So their receptivity 

to a message film was conditioned by an auto~atic shut-off 
to nost of the filns. The alternate diversion was to merely 
watch the "moving pictures" as nany of theI:t adriitted to 
doing, and to ignore the sound altogether. It was almost 
as thouffh we sit in a.. noving train o.nd watch the !:loving 
imo.ges go by the window, paying very little attention or 
giving little thought to what they ~re, so it hardly matters 
what the innges are. As long as they divert the mind for a 
while and the novelty of the situation holds the attention 
to the 11I:toving, walking, ioages". 

Only when the spokeD words were sc integrated with the 
pictures, and there was no ether diversion, were they 
attended to. We will come b~ck to this l~ter while 
comparing the response to different ferns of presentc,tion. 

The I:ten were net so keen on the 11song n.nd dance II entertainment, 
but en the .other hand, they were keen on information. Their 
expressed attitude to short films was that they liked to see 
films on agriculture, because these filns gave the~ 
information on new c.gricul tural I!lcthods. Though nany of 
then brought a serious attitude tc our filns, they expressed 
their disappointnent that the films said nothing new, perhaps 
neaning also that there was no relationship between the 
film's content and their awn needs. They h~d little value 

for them. 
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CREDIBILITY OF THE I1EDIUM 

There was also a fair degree of cynicism about these films, 
in general their credibility was low. One man sa::.d "these 
films have nothing in them, we see them to pass time". Many 
said that films are made so that their producers can earn 
money and there is nothing true about them, films cannot be 
truthful, that they were for propaganda, and they are in 
any case acted out for the benefit of the audience, and only 
pretend to be real. :::Ven when the interview situations were 
presented in the film Actual Experience some of the nen said 
they were ar~ificial and staged for the benefit of tho film. 

The women had a stronger reaction. To Years of Promise, 
nost of them reacted by saying that the film did not have an 
effect on them, and could not because all the characters 
were "nakli 11

• The people shown were not real, they ,1ere on 
a film screen. Nevertheless, this was not the reaction to 
all the films. For instance, responses to Actual Eicperience 
indicated that the women did not understand the intended 
"actuality" of the interview situation, as they thought 
everything was actual anyway, all filr:is. Their credibility 
depended more on the forn of presentation used. And to sooe 
films they responded that of course the people ar~ actual, 
otherwise their- pictures could not have been taken. The 
"storya or "drc).tla11 concept did not cone into play. These 
two extremes of reaction suggest that whereas the nen could 
□ake allowances for an abstraction of an idea that uses 
people and plot to represent reality, to the wonen, film. 
was either real or unreal. This affected their capacity 
to accept messages at an abstracted level. On the other 
hand, when in vol vcnent wa.s a.chi eved, it was quite c onplete. 

WORDS 

MoVing fron attitudes towards filns in general to the various 
conp2.rative aspects in different forns of presentation, n.n 
cutstr.'.nding cbserv':..tion was made about the use of commentary 
as compared to en ~cted film with characters speaking their 
dialogue. Firstly, comprehension and recall is r:iuch higher 
for the latter tyue of films. A diseobodied voice like the 
COIIlr.lent8.ry/narration docs not hold much attention. This is 
nuch ~ore true of the wcnen than the ~en, who do not 
c0npletely niss the connentn.ry but definitely, thei: recall 
is n.lso higher for the dialogue filri. This was noticed not 
only for entire files, comp~ring Teen Snnl Ban.d and Teen 
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Gharaney, to the non-dialogue films like Chor Chor, and Years 
of Promise, but also for film segments. For instance a film 
like Teen Gharaney has dialogue'for most parts, but uses a 
voice-over in the last sequence. This has uniformly low 
recall compared to the rest of the film. Eut comparing the 
"sung dialogue" as in Chautha Palna to the comnentary in the 
second part of the· same £ilm, it is noticed that though 
the song is enjoyed, its content does not get acra.ss at all, 
and comparatively, the commentary draws higher recall. 

The dialogue filns are also the ones that are narc credible 
for the women. 'I'h&re was often the ree1ark about the filns 
with conmen tary, "Are the people dunb the>., t they cannot 

thenselves speak". 

Though an effort was nadc to find out if the language used 
in the filnwas conprchonsible, there were too nany 
contradictions in the responses to assess this • .And there 
were too □any other v~iable factors that could have been 
responsible for conprehension or le.ck of it. 

AND PICTURES VIEWING Ir sEQun:rcE 

The wor:ien were prone to wn.tch pictures and ignore sound, 
while the nen d:.d pay attention to the spoken word. However, 
wh~t wn.s rencrabcred better Md c :::inprehcndcd better were 
fil:c:is er even portions of film:, which h'l-d a strcng visual 
sup-carts and pref ornbly a wel 1-:,rni t set of visuals with c. 
narrD,tive structure. In Teen Saal Eaad, this was borne out, 
nnd the wonen, whose recc.11 ~~d conprchcnsion was normally 
poorer than that of the r.wn, in this co.se was better in parts. 

'A sequence in which words are net e:r:,ployed c::.t c.11, but where 
there were tightly knit shots representing a nent::'..l process 
rmd enotions cf the centrD,l chnr:icte::rs, w~s well perceived by 
the wo:::-,en. In Y"c.rs of Pro:':.isc, which h'J.d cor-.ncnt:::i.ry, only 
one evGnt, portr::1ycd in a sustc.inocl e.nd fr:.irly long sequence, 
of a little boy runnin£ cway free hone, w~s u..riiformly 
rcmer::b£rC:d. Sir::il"..rly in Chor Ch'.)r, G..rid Actunl Experience, 
a ser.:blance cf sequenti::tl, ncXrative structure sust:dned 
for socc lengths h::td ~ better recc.11 c.nd comprehension than 
the rest of the filn. I1:ost of the tirle, except for Teem 
Sc.c.l Ee..o.d cr.d Teen Gh::-,r2..ney the respondents could recount the 

events of the filr-, seq_uentio..lly. 

The length of the event portr~yed uls~ turned out tc be ~n 
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fimportant factor. A fast pace did not register so well. On 
1 

the other hand, segments with a dran;:i.tic qu.-.J.i ty, even if 
I they were short in length, were rel!lejbered! fer instanc0, 
\the dr.:1!Jcl of the boy running away in Ye'lrs of Pr,xis~, thG 
water-pitcher breaking in Teen Sao.l Band, where &tzi~ is 
~bout to fetch water for a wo□an in labour pain, )r ~ vory 
brief shot of a burkha-clad wonen in Actual Experience, who 
dr~atic"lly s:i.ys th'.'!.t even if she gets c.:,,ncer, sh0- ;,ill 
ccntinue to use the loop for birth control. 

FILM LITERACY 

WoI!len, without a strong support from dialogue, would view the 
filn in fragoents nnd not link up sequences. There would be 
cne shot sor.iewhere in the filn, -:-. su.1.ll sequence, and another 
l~ter, but on their own, the wonen would not link the□ up 
to dGriv.e an overall 'story' or □essage. This was nost 
apparent in Hands, where the overall recall and comprehension 
fer both men and wonen w2.s al□ost nil. The film had no 
spoken word (coIJI:1ent~y or dialcgu,/;::.nd no apparent narr::itive 
or sequential construction of shots. Despite this, sor:ie 
of the men showed so□e atteBpt at not w~tc~~ng the film ~s 
fragments and trying to ccr.iprehend :lll cv~rall ness~g0. 
Though the □essa.ge was nisinterpreted by ~any, y~t the nen 
showed a capacity for visual literacy. They tried to link 
up i~~ges to r.icl:e a nessage unit, they recognised the 
denot:i..tion cf stereotypes in shots and synbols. This was 
1.pparent, though in a negative w:i..y ,in the reaction to the 1 ast 
sequence of Teen Saal 3a~d, where Razia has a flash forward 
of having a baby. The wooen tc,Jk it li ter1.lly, in actual 
tine: Razia h~d a child. The men were confused, they 
perceived th~t it w~s not ~ctun.l tine but then wh-:-.t w~s it, 
why is she with a child in one shot, end suddenly she is 
Walking with her husband, in the present tine, without .the 
Child. 

FAMILIAR EVENTS 

Another f~ctor is f~nilinrity. Fru:iiliar events were 
renenbcred r.iore easily, like a vasectomy vo.n, rural farming 
shots in H:mds. Besides, when sc□ething was unclear, the 
respondents would tend to interpret fro□ their own experience 
or knowledge nnd hence we h~d this phenonena cf information 
nssimiln. ted, which infomation was not in the filn nt ,'111. 
The river in Chor Chor was in Hardw~r, according to the 
respondents. The narrator sn.id 3anaras. The boys were 
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stepbrothers - the narrator s~id they were cousins. In 
these cases, the details given in the na.rr.?.tion were 
overlooked. In Actual Ex:perienc e, according to. the 
respondent, illness clter using the loop is supposed to be 
caused by uncleanliness, loop is advoce.ted ·for those who 
are afraid of vasoctony, a l~rge fanily means more work for· 
the mother. All this information is extraneous to film 
content but related to the respondents' own feelings and 
experiences. 

Faniliarity cf events ·aiso makes for credibility and 
invol venent. In Cher Chor~ wh~re presentation of th~ film 
caused~ fair amount of confusion anc loss of credibility, 
the event of BatwarQ cocpensated for this. It involved 
the men and made the problem real and gave the film a basis 
for credibility which its form did not achieve. Similarly, 

1 in Years of Promise, though the rest of the film was not 
assimilated well, nor evoked much emotion, the incident of 
the vasectomy operation provoked much comment, mostly 
hostile. So did the mention of consent of husband and wife 
to the opera ti on, as this related to the contrary situation 
operating in the area. 

WHAT CAUSED I1TVOLVE1'{fi'.JJT? FIL!-'I FORM AND ATTITUDE 

What else caused any kind of involvement or relationship 
with th~ film, apart from acceptability or otherwise of the 
message? Good comprehension did,. of course, but this in 
turn was also affected by the degree of involvement and 
consequent attention. A comparcitive study of the film 
responses shows that involvement was highest for both men 
and women in Teen Saal Baad and lowest in Hands and Chautha 
Palna, with Teen Gho.rG.ney nnd Chor Chor ranking second, 
while Actual Experience and Years of Promise·were more 
towards the lower scale. Comprehension and form and 
f~rr~li~rity of events account for sone of this. Rands, 
Ye~rs of Promise, Actual Experience and Chor Chor used a less 
com;:iunicativ€ forn fron the audience's point of view. Actual 
Experience suffered fron an incomprehensibility of style, 
pace nnd varying lcnguages. Chor Chor had the advantage of 
using a credible event, evoking oympathy. 

Chautho. Palna 2-nd. Teen Ghc.raney used an acceptable forn. 
Eut the reaction was found to be casual-though diverting. 
Though song ond dance was acceptabl'e for its entertainment 
value, the content of the song did not get across, and 
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people's attitude to it remained at a casual and entertained 
level. Similarly, though Teen Gharaney was liked, and 
b tter perceived than Chautha Palna, yet the respondents' 
attitude to it was not as involved or serious as it was to 
Toon Saal Ea~d. This perhaps corresponds to :he attitude 
of the film itself. Teen Gha.r2.ney was humourous, employed 
cnricature, did not project its chnracters very intensely 
'Uld its subject was of a general nature. 

To Teen Saal Eaad, however, answers were dcfini tc, serious, 
~..nd spontaneous, if not always in agreement with the film· s 
,-:,.rguments. ThB ~ttitude of this film was one of seriousness 
:md was sustained throughout. Just as in Chor Chor, the 
n~rrator's nostalgic attitude was sustained throughout. This 
did .'.:'..ffect those who man::.god to comprehend tho filo as they 
reca.lled the sentiment~l p~..rts of the narrative, but not 
the informational details. Apnrt from its serious attitude, 
Teen Sa~l Eaad also h~d a sustained emotional underton8, 
in th~ rel~tionship between Razia and her husband, (the 
your.g couple who were the central characters) in their joy, 
in her fear of the old~r woman's labour pain and sorrow on 
the tr,,,gedy of her stillborn child, the husband's sympathy 
i.'or R:-.zia, or the interplay of emotions between the doctor 
~nd the Vcrious characters she comes in contact with. There 
is ~lso high drnma in this film, in the pain of the woman 
in labour, in Razia's desperate S€arch for water for her 
~nd the strong impression of the screaming, ~~dangered 
children who obstruct this process. The characters are 
projected in a well-defined and roi.tnded manner, not 
sketchily or in caric~turc as in the other filos. In general, 
~ concentr~ticn and emphasis on hum.:tn beings 2nd human 
~l~ments instead of objects seemed to cause a greater sense 
of involvement. 

Appe~l cf individu~l characters was also a point to relate 
to. Razia ~nd her husband were positively liked by most of 
the rcspond2nts Qnd the wooen responded quite rapturously 
to them. The women were attracted to romance and romantic 
incidents. Also, they were more involved when the film ha9-
a well projected female character as the central character, 
~sin Teen Saal Ea~d and Teen Gharnney. The men's 
involvement was a little less thn.n that of the women, but 
increase of involveraent when a femn.le character w:1.s central 
to the film was considerable in the case of the wooen. 

Also the idcntifica.ti0n was better achieved when the main 
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characters in the film were nearer the age group of the 
respondents and had fe~er children. 

H0M0PHILE 

This bring-::; -1.s to credibility of the life style of characters, 
their appearance and their environment and that of objects in 
the film - the proble~ of homophile. A very clear picture 
does not emerge as to (a) if these factors are always 
perceived, and (b) i..'.:' they make a difference to the effect of 
the film. From the cvercll impression, it seems that if the 
film provoked• sufficient involvement, or when the visuals 
were somewhat familiar Cl!ld not toally strange, as in Chor 
Chor or Teen Saal Be~d~ then factors of hoEophile were 
noticed. This incl ucled the status of characters, "they were 
better off tha.ri we are,n whether they-were or not. Even 
the behaviour of characters was noticed - ar ·~ the freedom 
of behnviour between the couple in Teen Saal Baad was 
unusual, and even objectionable to some, while appealing to 
others, especially the v-·omen. Others:: ... ::,~ r,-!narkcd on Razia 
wo:.rin,i Q burk11c.,-5·-w~·jc:, i-~2.s rot worn-b~· -1 0'.ien in their village. 
and her not having any work to do at her home. This was 
accompar.ied by the respondent's remark that he did. not know 
how nuclear families lived, "how people live who live alone". 
Cn the other hand, all ~hese remarks were made by men, who 
were less involved by Teen Saal Ba.ad then the women. So 
when involveoent was very high and caused by other f~ctors, 
ther. again factors of homophiie did not seen to be perceived. 
The nen were C2'itical when involved, but the wonen were 
e:r.otionally involved, and seened to overlook ether things. 

Even ,,hen differences were perceived, in SOJl1G cases they 
seeTicd to aff~ct the response to the film and in sone cases 
not. In Years 0f Pro~ise, though people identified the 
cb1ra.cter-:; ,...,,c_ ti::: <?nvironnent as cf a village like theirs, 
it secned to ~eke no cifference to their lukewarn response 
to the filn. 1/herea.s, in Chor Chor, though the environ:::ient 
was perccive:i to ·,P sinilar but not the ch.:i.racters, oale 
in vol vcnm t v.'D s dill !righ, but it sc.onod th.:!.t idc:ntific-::, ti on 
with charac tcrs .,,ou:_d hn.vc inproved it. When there was an 
overall invoh-esen-ts the differences co.de an inp1ct and a 
better hcncphil~ could have increased the response to the 
filn. A close:!'.' ic.entific: ti on did seen to be a felt need 
for effect, prcvid.ed basically the filr:: evoked a.'1ything 
at all. Interesting responses C3l!le to Actual Experience 
where it was thu1:.g'1t that presenting actual people fron so 
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:nanY different regions will increase credibility. :But lack 
of identification with so many dissimilar people had the 
opposite effect. The people in the film were too distant 
for involvement. On the other hand, both Chautha Palna and 
Teen Gharaney had urban environments and people. Respond~~ts 
identified thanselves with families·in Teer- Ghn.raney but ~0t 
with the family in Chautha Palna. 

DEVELOPING MORE ADE'QUA'I'E RESEARCH TOOLS FOR FILM STUDY 

However, the question of homophile needs further examination 9 

as d0€s the perception of individual images Md their 
signific~tion, and tl1e stylistic differences in films 'Uld 
their effect and tho interrelationship between these 
variables of film l~ngi;age. Tools of film analysis and 
research need to be developed for such work, and to relate 
these findings to expla.."l::i.tions regarding the m2.king of the 
fill!l. In this conte::d, our initial study of filn semotics 
becomes important. Its findings, purpose o.nd relevance 
ere discuss~d l~tcr in this report. 

OVERVIEW 

liaving discussed t:C1e details of filn p0rception, it is 
inportnnt to return to o.n overview of field observ~tions. 
Fron~ study of the char~cteristics of the sample, nnd 
relating theo to their responses, there does not seem to 
be o.ny basis to positively or neg~tively corel~te filn 
pe:t.'ceptions r.nd a.tti tud ;s to religion, C'1ste, c0.ge, nedia 
exposure, educri.,ti0n or nli:!:.b.?r of chil.iren. But sex and 

l
expectction of medin. makes. '1 difference £1..nd the differonce 
in responses h~s be8n pres0nted above. F.ducaticn could 
nclce n. difference to rec~ll, but not to attitude to the 
\fill!l' s nesse.g0. However, one point of conparison was the 
respondents' general nttitude to fanily pl~nning nnd rus 
response to the filr.i. l'lost of the tine, the response in 
intensity correspor..ded to his pri0r attitude tc f::i.r',ily 
plo.nning. In Chautro Pnlna, there was less response after 
seeing the filo c 0I!lp2Ied to the respondent's g,,n.sral 
attitude. To Teen &~l Eaad, there was nore response, in 
the sense tent the rGspondents were clearer and narc cophatic 
than when they expressed their general attitude to f~'iily 

plo.nning. 

This suggests th'1.t the films had little effect, leading us 
back to the original conclusion. This is despite the fact 
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that nore than half. the respondents {nale and fenale) had a 
favourable attitude to fanily planning in principle and 
also liked shcrt filns, on agriculture, for their infor-02-ticn 
v~lue~ and a few of them, for diversion. It would seen 
thQt these filns had no value, for this connunity in terns 
of information a.rid subject to matter. 

However, there are two factcrs that' have nothing to do with 
specific filns or the potential of the filn nediur.i th~t 
could be responsible for this. One is the passivity of the 
filn viewing situation. There is a screen and there is an 
audience and there is a passive physical relationship between 
them. In this condition, much more is required of a film 
for it to cause involvenent. Compared to a participatory 
process like community video, film becomes ineffective. Then 
certain other things become accentuated, like being able to 
identify with> relate to, and believe in, the images of 
the film. Much ::nore care is required in these ar::.:iects than 
for video, where the audience comes to participate in the 
process of image J:?aking, thereby increasing invol'vement, 
credibility and identification, all three in turn making for 
reJ.2.ting better to the end product. One.perceptive remark 
~adc by a respondent was "those are other people's probleres 
0::1 the screen, why not talk to us about ourselves

11
• This 

, S"")e~ :s for its elf. There is a feeling of distc.nc e with 
films which may be good for entertainment, escapism and 

I 

.. d:. version, but oust be overcome for the purposes of • 
d::live:::-ing a serious message • .__ 

1 

Secondly, the context of the filn show is undefined and has 
no rsl~tionship to the context of life. The rural audience 
is not conditioned to film as an input to the inform~tional 

· or noti V:".tional environment around them. The filra show does 
• not fit into any of the larger contexts of life - of school, 

of religion, of custonary occasions, f8stivals or group 
events, nor does it ln vc a generated cont ext-the support of 
necessary facilities, services and goods which the films 
direct the audiences towards. On the other hand, the films 
de not satisfy the infor::ation seeking need of~ section 
of the audience. Neither do they relate to the current 
feeling abou~ the fer.ily planning progranne, or dispel fears 
and ruoours, and impart corrective infornation inc sustained 
we.y in an acceptable and credible forI!l. 
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Fa.mily planning is acceptable only along with other remedies, 
social, legal and eoonomic. This emerges from the respondents' 

' reactions to family planning as a solution to various problems. 
Therefore, unless media relates itself to these wider problems 
which, however, influence the adoption of family planning, 
they will remain ineffective. The approach to wider problems 
cannot be a one way process of discourse, but must rather 
generate discussion. 

r,. casual attitude to watching films, arising perhaps from 

l
its newness as a serious input into their motivational 
environment, and from their unfamilic.rity- with film idiom, 

lmakes it difficult for this audience to respond seriously 
'to films. This is reinforced by the expectation of nedia 

/ flready created by the commercial feature filCT, as one of 
~ ~capist ent ert.:1.inment. 

However, the potential of fil.J'!l as sue~ is not without worth. 
Even the films used in this study evoked res~onse patterns 
that reflected on the varying nature of the filCTs, and their 

lconpetcnce to influence ,)ur spectators. A filra, sinply 
, constructed, e~otiono.lly involving, with well projectE!d 
• ch::u-o.c t e:r s, c ;:,,n P.ake an irr:po.c t. 
~ 

A study and consider~tion of p~rception p~tterns will lead 
to filn styles suitable for this audience. Further research 
is necessary in this area. Even ~ore ireportant is a ·study 
n.nd considcr~tion of the milieu of o. specific audience. The 
fils should be related to their po..rticul:ir needs wd appeal. 

However, the present linitntions of fil~ ~s a cor:u:iunication 
tool fer this p:::.rticular audicnc e suggest a search for 
alternative ncdia which should be able to evoke immediacy 
,and particip2.tion, and filn c.~n function '."1.S a supporti vc 

,i systen of comr::unicn.tion. 

INDIVIDUAL FILMS AUD RESPONSES 

We shall conclude these findings of the field survey with a 
brief comparosion of the response to individual filflS• 

He.nds had the lowest res,onse in terms ,:f c ::npr0hcnsi :m, recr!.11, 
involvenent and crc-~ibility :m•: there wr..s little questi::m ::,f 
a.greemcnt with the nessagc of the file 0-s it wus not perceived, 
for the nost pnrt. Response patterns were fr~gnented, and 
there w~s n.n expression of confusion, futility and a strongly 
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expressed need .for- words_: t9, e:x;pl~ri- w::hat the 'Tilin was _aboui;. 
( The 'film had a ~nozinarrat.ive~' nonseg_uentiai structure and 
had no dialogue',or cof:im~ntary,',bp;t .opl:v;° ~risf.~)·. ",-~h,e•r~action 
was more or less common fo;r men ancf .women •. • -- • _, • •• 

•• ' .• . ·•: •,J.'.. ,::;'.:..: 

... -~ :,·• ., - -r :::·\. :...J- \ . ~';-- - ,-.- . 

CHAUTHA PALNA used song and dance ·to de1.i-ver ·its me~sage, _ 
tell:~- • most of the story,with a little commentary· s2ction 
in the later half. ·.Despite the exp.:res~ed wish of the 
respondents for,song·and dance and entertainment, the film 
did not convey its mess,age, - nor did it evoke much involvement. 
The reaction was more or less common for nen and W°omen and 
was casual. 

YEARS OF PROMISE evoK2d little involvement, except·hostility 
from the Ben tow:1rds vasectomy and a fair degree of ; :::- __ _: __ ·c_-

co.oprehension of the: argument. T.he wonen perceived.little 
except the vasectony incident and ren.cted unfavourably to it. 
The rest of the film w~s found fairly acceptable. 

CHOR CHOR was not ·un~E!rstood by the .wonen,_ except :i,n parts, 
and they .remained uninvolved and 'were not Buch affected. 
The credibility of the form was low for men and w·onen in 
that they found. the people not _as they were in real life. 
Neverth~less, the men showed a deep involveI!l2nt in the epi~ode 
of the l~d d4._vision, .which was n.lso very credible to them; 
and reacted i..;ell to ,the sentinental nature of the COI:lI!lentary. 
These fact9rs helped ,them .relate :wel 1 .. to the filo nnd. they 
found the trend of the filn's argu.~ent compatible with their 
own thinking. - Even landless -nen were quite involved with 
this • story of· landt?d::Peopl e, wh~reas all the wom~n show~d a. 
fairly low involv~rn.ent,with the lnnd division which was a 
central theme of the filn. 

ACTUAL EXPERIE}TCE w2.s not very co:r.iprehensible due to its use 
of several languages, 8lld the briefness of the interviews 
presented in thG filn, so th:1t they necd0d to be continuously 
on the alert for chnnges of scene, etc. Besides, the 
interview situation did not increase credibility for either 
men or wooen, nor dispel fears about the loop, especially 
for the wo:,1en, though the men clai.I!led to h2.ve been itipressed, 
bv the fr8111~ discussions and by the ·fn.vourable experience • 
of the majority-?f the wonen in the filD with the loop. They 
also clnioed to have gained so~e inforoation about the loop 
fron the filr:1. Nevertheless, the overall attitude of the 
respondents w3s not one cf conviction, and credibility was 
further decreased by the incap2.ci ty to identify with so 
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different regions. 

TEEl; GF.ARANEY ,..,·,-,_s well comprehended "'.!ld well recalled. It 
~~s ":.lso ::!UCh o.ppreciatcd for its entertainment through 
hu::ou::-, throug-h which t 11e respondents did perceive the 
1.ctu::l ness.J.gr. There were .::.lso ':.ppea.ling ch8.I'acters Md 
i11c iicnts; "th;.; £".s1;r0log2r and his predicaoem; we. his 
::-el::...ticnship with other cl1.'.:!ractcrs appc,,,led to the men, and 
the young ccuple e.nd the wise yet corn::ion place advice of the . . 
□other of the s::i.all f.::i..~ily appealed to the wooen. There 
w::,.s generc..l agre220nt with the nessage of the filn, even 
though it w.:,,s not :,,cc epto..blc th:i.t a l::i.rge funily is always 
unroppy :1.s th,, filri tried to ioply. However, dcspi te 
thcs£: f1vourc.blc r,,.:>..ctit.ms, the ul tir:1ate attitude to the 
fil~ was casual 1~d superficial. 

1'EBN SAAL BA1,D elic_;,_ tec1 .favourable r~actions s:f.o:i.la'I.' -';o that 
of Teen Ghnraney. Its form was acceptable, the film was 
~ell c~mprehended :::.nd recalled; the central char~cters were 
:-.ppreci "..tee. by oost of the oen, and very 1:1uch liked by all 
the ·,:,men, :::nd the ,'!.cctor wn.s gener':.lly credible. All the 
:.r~u·:ents of the fil;:i were credible to the women 2,11d nost 
of then to the nen. The suggested method for birth control 
found po.rtial favour, in the sense that spacing was agre2d 
with, and the loop subject to its effect on he~lth, wife's 
:pinion :1nd the availsbili ty Qf ,,,_ C8□petent doctor. Besic.0s 
tds, there wc.s a high degree of involvcnent with the fil□ 
m·~ o. serious and d&fini t e 1 tti tude to . the f il::i :in~ the 
interview ~n the file. The wcmen were nore involved in t~is 
filn than the !:!en, presunr.bly clue to the strong prl'jection 
of 2. fene.le chn.ri"'..cter a.s the c e:ntral figure in tho fil:cl. But 
the factor of honophile wn.s not positive fer the 2e::n a.nrl 
they kept pointing out cifferences in dress, lifa style, 
langt1c'1.ge 2nd behaviour of the Musli~ couple. Unfortun~t~ly, 
nest of the oc::.le responc.ents were Muslin, while :-:ost of 
the fenale res:pondents were Hindu, so it w .. s net por·si ble 
to check comparative respcnscs,tc:!.king religion into o.ccount, 
between the nale and fenale response patterns. 
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4 FILM RESPONSE PROFILES 

The following seven Film Response Profiles describe the 
response o.i.· a separate group of eight to ten interviewees 
to each film. This is presented in three sections in each 
Profile: Description, Analysis and Interpretation. 

A brief description of the film and the respondents is given. 
In the description of the personal data of each respondent, 
the category of illiteracy is to be presumed where no level 
of literacy or eQucation is stated. 

~he analysis of the data revealed that differences in 
response patterns were quite marked between men and women. 
Con3Gqucctly, it has become necessary to present their 
r.eactio!ls separatel~r. 

The interpretation is made on the basis of ex~lanations 
tr!..,_t c::1.11 be found for spectator response in the nature 
of the audience a~d the nature of the film. These were 
specifically observed in (1) the contents of the interview 
i -ts elf, ( 2) the structure and message of the film a:::id 
(3) the attitude cf the respondents to the intervieu 
si tue.tion. 

Uo statistical correla tioni, were made and only positive 
"'"'!:'.':'el~ ~i:-:~.s eraerging from a qualitative analysis h.:.ve 
been described. The varic>.bles recorded were sex, E'.T,e, 

number of children, religion, caste, educatioi1/liter:ic~-~ 
exposure to traditional and non traditional meai~~ :tnd 
knowledge of and general attitude to family pl2~ning. 
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YEARS JF PRO:i'!ISE 

D3SC RIFTI ON 

1r.e film ~ears of Pro~ise was shown in Patni on 25 November 
1974 in the Earijan basti. The audienc~ was, therefore, 
~nly rest::::-i.cted to Harijans and tl:e immediately neighbouring 
houses of the lower caste Huslims. 

The fil~ was co~cerned with the evolution of one family and 
its problems. It used a sequential story line broadly, though 
a lot of village act.:..vities were shown in a loos0 structure. 
Thcr~ w~s a trird person corru::ientary. The film presents three 
c.rgumc!1.ts: the w"lfare of tho children, wife, and h'.lrr,rony in 
the f;:,.,mily, th~ increasing population of the villa&'e not 
'l.llowing the resources to cop<: with it, <1nd that n...'7Il controls 
his mm lif..: D.nd b,..:n-}fi ts' by not adopting a f'ltalistic 

:ittitude. 

~· h:) r,::spond, r: ts w,)rc four ;:rile (1 Muslin ~cli .,_...,.a ) Hindus 
2 S{'.ini s '.'..ncl one E::sdai), ,,nd four fer:cle ('3 Huslio rricli 
--.,1d 1 !fari~".11) • .Anong U-·_e nalos two were of the pr2dor::in-:>..nt 
t!.ir.di.., c<1..stc. The p~ttern reflects tho f::1.ct th2.t the wonen 
w~re of the imnedinte neighbourhood whcre~s t~e ~en included 

otners '.'..lso. 

I,. brief description of the respondents is given below, also 
::::ta"tin;- their exposure to media, their understandin- 5 of :amily 
planning, and their general attitude in these respects. 

IL&~ CHAND, aged 29, with no children, is a Tiind,1 Saini, ;ind 
has studied upto B Sc (Agriculture). His exposure to oedia 
is frpquent, and he particularly approves of short fiLrrs nn 
agriculture, na.inly because of their informa~ion contu~t. 

:Sy fa.oily pla.r!ning, h':l understands the conc2pt o: a sl'.'lall 
family to G!1.sure its welfare?. :Sut he disapproves of fr,2 way 
tl1e programme was being implemented. He gP..VC instancc3 of 
older men or widowers or bachelors who were vasectomised and 
remarked that family planning should be practicci by yotm.ger 
people who had two or three children. He also feels that 
the c~use for the lnr~e population increase e.mon~ poor 
people is the l~ct of diversions (manoranjan) except for the 

Wife ru1d the ho9kaht 
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SULEM.AN, son of a ha.kim, is a l'!i:uslim Teli aged 31 yen.rs with 
three children, h1.s studi,ed upto Vn.idya Visharad. His cont3.ct f 
with media is limited to radio and occR.sional visits to the 
cineI!l:1. 

By family planning he clearly understands the concept of 
having a small family, so as to ensure its welfare: his 
attitude towards family planning is th2..t people should adopt 
it. 

RA~~SH, aged 25, is n Hindu Saini, has studied upto ol~ss 6 
and has one child. }~s exposure to media is frequent and he 
hn.s seen short films on agriculture and family pla.nning which 
he iiked. His attitude to family planning and his 

- understanding w~s uncle~r, as perhaps he did not comprehend 
direct questions on the subject. 

RAGHUBIR, aged 32, is a Hindu Badai and has three children. 
His contact with media is frequent listening to the radio. 
He was too hostile wd difficult regarding family planning 
to probe his attitude wd understanding of it specifically. 

JAITOON, aged 20 yeurs, is a Muslim Tell. She is lite~~te 
n.rd has one cb.ild. J-Ier media contact is limited to ren.ding 
books 311d magnzines occasionally. She has se:en short films 
which she docs not like bec~,use "there was not much of song 
::.nd dance ir. thenn. 

By frunily pl:i.....vinir.g s:h .. understands hQVing f1;:wcr children c,nd 
v2..sectomy, but h2,s i:o opinion on the subject ;is she had only 
one child ::t p:;,_•cs€.nt. 

SA1':IDAH, is 25 y02..rs old, is :.:i. Huslim Teli with thr0e 
cLilc:.ren. Sh,:;, h'.'1s bred no contcct with ;my form of media, 
except fo:,.· having s~en our prevtous l'ilm show. :By fardly 
planning sl,e ur:l,.~st2.ndi::: th(;, concept of havine a sMcll 
facily, and thn t stc::::-i li sati on j s 2. method b;> which fru:iily 
size could be li.r,.:.tcd, bu-: \..'hen asl:cd hc:2'.' opinion, she sdd 
thr.t sh\? did !l ct rittL'lL a of fa;.1il~' planning. 

ZAnIJ:Ji. is a !':-.isli::1 Tr~li, 19 years 0lc: a.'1d. h:1s no childrt:n. 
She h~s had no contact with any form of meii~, does not know 
wh:-.t is ncn...l'lt 1:y fx:.,ily plnnnins t:!Ild has no opinion on the 
snbjcct. 

P!iULO is a Ein~~u Chacc.r, 22 yen.rs old '.111C. has two children. 
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She h3.s had no contact with r:iedia. T::i her, fa.2ily pl~in.c­
::ieens mving fewer children, but has no opi::-1ion ['.bout it ! c 

:,r don't think anything about it. Thero a.re two chilc:ren, 
we ea.t, drink, play 3-r.c. "..re healthy". 

Th~ recall of the men was fairly high, though sequential 
reconstruction of the story wa.s possible by only one of then. 
Except for one ecuc~ted respondent, there w~s also ccnfusion 
~s to whether the film show was all one film or sever~l filns 
( the f a::1ily pLuming film wa.s shewn in a pack2ge of f _,ur 
filos). • 

The incidents that stead out were: the incident cf the boy 
running away when he could not get a slate froo his father 
fer school; the ice-tor at the clinic who talks of vasectcny 
being a painless and oinor operati~n; and the fnct of 
consent between husband o.nd wife regarding the operation. 
The: first p0int was nenti on2d. in sp,JntJ.necus involveoent, 
even w~1cn rec2.ll wa.s not vcr'J high -,_b,:::ut ether events in 
thG fil:::i. ·l'he f.,,ct :-f cc'n sent was nentirne<.'.. approvingly, 
even by R"g!1ubir who w2.s .:,. h, stile respon.:cnt. 

The men reme~bered the puppet show in the exhibition though 
no-c the family planning post~rs and charts. Only one r::an 
recalled this. ·rhey al so rc-ali sed that the puppet show was 
about family planning thuttTh they could not r2call the 
contents of the song and dance. It nust be centioned that 
though they recalled the words of the doctor, they were of 
the ma.le doctor at the clinic uho perfor□ed the va;·::?CtoI:1y. 
This was desnitc their being qu1.;stioned about the lady 
doctor w~o c~e to visit t~e village end talk to the oen 
and woocn about sterilisation. 

In the co.so of worten, except for J.:,,ito1n, reco.11 was 0
1

.1ch 
poorer than thQt of r.en. They could, naverthel0ss, renGober 
generally th.'.l.t l'. nan 11ad got vasectonised, th,:,.,t th,,:;rG was 
a puppet show ~nd tht t there wJ.s :-.. lady doctor who cc1.ne to 
the village. Unlike the ncn, :io st woncn hc1d not even 
renlis~d the nessagc of the puppet show and only two 
reneobered who.t the l'l.dY doctor had S'.".i.id to the vill::i.gers. 
It is signific~t thnt the wonen reoe:--.bered the 1:-..dy r:toctor' s 
visit to the vill:i.gc :-i.nd the ~en, the doctor who pcrforf'.led 
tho vasectony. Even though recn.11 w;:,.s poor, the fc..ct of 
consent between husbMd and wife for the oper~tion was 
~enticned approvingly by one of the wooen. 
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The commentary form as such was not identified as among a~l 
the res·pondents, men and women, only one person said th,t 
the voice was external to the film; most others tried to 
locate a person in the filn who they thought told the story, 
or said that they did not know who told tne story. 

Credibility of the medium was not questioned by the nen and 
Ilam Chn.nd and Sulenn.n understood that it was n representaticr 
of reality, - that characters played their roles well, that rt 
was a story of a couple. The objection was not to tho oedillr' 
as such and therefore they could perceive the message. Modia 
expectation was not unfavourable to short films, especially 
on agriculture. Therefore the men were prepared for a 
serious n.essage. 

Credibility of the-nediuo was. questioned by the wonen, except 
for one. Replying to whether they thought the people in the 
film were actual, they would say that they were "nakli" or 
they seemed real, but were unreal. One woman actually went 
furthar to state that she could neither trust any of the 
characters - like the doctor, - nor did the filra have any 
influence on her, because in the fil~, everybody was 
actually unreal. And this came from a WOD3l1 whose recall 
and cooprehension was otherwise good. 

Their. m.edia expectation were quite clearly expressed as 
invariably they wanted that the film should have had song 
and dance, 111 would have liked it better then", or 111 don't 
like this kind of film, I like it with song and dance". 
Also the first thing they mentioned as likeable in the film 
was the song and dance of the puppet show. Further, their 
attitude to answering questions was casual and they would 
the;nselves say that they did not p2.y much attention to ~he 
film, but it was entertaining in parts. Most of them said 
that they did not like the film much. 

Among the men, the film had one or the other kind of response, 
favourable or otherwise. In response to a question c.s to 
whether anything in th& film had eny effect on them, they 
mentioned different things like the headmw's talk with 
Shambhu or the consent botwean husband and wife for the 
vasectomy operation. :But only one of them said that the 
film moved him; the others referred to their own experience 
n.nd sci.d that they alre~dy knew what the film showed, so for 
the most part, the film had had little effect on them. 
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Mot of the men perceived the first argument, but only 
p rtially. Though the film tried to show the disharmony in 

ho family and the deterioration of the mother's health, 
vhti.t was perceived was only the children's welfare. Only 
one of them was concerned with the second argument of having 

nO\.L:c,"fl land and resources. In this context he remembered 
tho village he~dman's argument in ~~e film that if the 
population increased at this rate, the available resources 
03m1ot cope with it. (The film tried to link the problems 
1hown to vasectomy ~s ~ solution, by Illl'..king a la.st statement 
that though man is said to born with his fortune, actually 
he cn.n control his own destiny). When questioned on this, 
though all tho men r.-,gre0d the?.t m.'.1Il could control his own 
d,~stiny, yet with reg;,.rd to what o..ction they would take 
themselves, their ~nswers were v?ried. They approved of 
Sho.mbhu' s vasectomy for himself ,l 2.Ild not necessn.rily for his 
village as the narr~tor sought to point out), only one 
respondent gave~ positive Qnswer, s~ying that he would have 
undergone vasectomy ouch before he reached Shambhu' s st'J.te. 
Since he has no children, there is nothing to support or 
question his st-it<}I:lGnt. 

The othc~s were cv::i.sive or hostile. Their response ini tiall:r 
was to sa:y, "well, I have only 2 or 3 children now, I would 
lik" to fuve r:10:re", or :rr an not in Shambhu's position, I 
n.-..ve only 2 or 3 children" (the filn showed Shambhu' with 
5 or 6 children). But questioned further, they went on to 
S:"..Y, "well, one will h'.lVO to ~ccept it", 8r "who.t is in 
1
'ur :)Wn h.wds _ there is someone who is supposed t0 get 
Y",sectony c:-:ses :md there ,,_re those who ?.re the c "'..SOS". 

Jl'le of then objected strongly to even showing this kind 
~f :-. fil~ with the incident of vasGctooy operaticn. He 
~rew .,_ p~r~llel between tbe vill~ge headnan in the film 
p~rsua1in~ Shr .. ebhu, '.l.!1d sone pecple in his own village 
·i1ho h.,d b12,_~1 2.ssigned tc get -~ certain nunber of c.:.ses fer 
~~e f2.::u.ly pl'crlning wcrl-:er md so went a.round pcrsu'.lding 
people because .__f ti,.eir own vented interests. This 
res11cmdent o.lso did not percci ve how Sha::ibhu' s ;,,cti 0n cculd 
~ffect his vill~ge, (o.s th~ narr~tor suggests in the film). 
While two were vaguely ncgntive, R.1.ghubir a.gain expressed 
a strong view 

8
~yinc th2.t one n~n undergoing vnsectcny could 

not affect the village. It night bo useful if 100 or 200 
people underwent vn.sectcny. But the cvo.si vcncss or open. 
hcstility w~s ~ccnoprnicd by contr'.ldicti0n as s0ocwhere in 
the interview they ~greed that vasectomy wn.s nec?ss2.ry - but 
1.nswi:?red negati v,:lY n.n to their own persunru. choic-.; or 

intention. 
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All the_men agreed with the doctor who said that vasectomy 
was a m7nor operation, and believed him, saying that they 
knew this already. NeverJ;heless, they had a negative 
attitude to vasectomy. Th~y did not comment on the doctors 
who visited the village to propagate sterilisation, 

Of the women, three of them clearly said that the film had no 
effect on them, saying either that "the characters are a.11 
unreal", or indicating that they are against films with this 
kind of message or that they do not like such films without 
song and dance. Only one woman s~id that she enjoyed the 
film: " dil laga", because she liked the idea that Sh.:i.mbhu and 
Sita should have fewer children as that would leave the couple 
freer. But far herself she showed a negative attitude to family 
planning, saying that she wanted more children than three or 
four. So the effect of the film was diversion rather than 
conviction or agreeoant with its message. 

The wooen did not perceive the proble~s presented in the filr. 
c1s any ~rgument for fn.mily planning and followed up by saying 
that life is in the hands of the maker. Generally, they 
disapproved of Shnmbhu's action. Even though some of .the:n 
said that what Sh.:i.mbhu did was good for him and his faoily, 
"for his eating nnd earning", or "it leaves the couple free 
of r.1ore troubles", they later contradicted thn.t. But when it 
cu.:1e to whether they would adopt family planning if placed in:>, 
sioila.r situation as Shambhu' s family, the unifcTil answer ·.r2.s 
either that "now I have only two children II or "it is \11.r'Ong to 
do so as these things a:re in the mnds of {;'od :i n.nd 

1
'we cn.nnot 

kill life". "The :nakcr will provide", and. "the dor - thrc;ad 
of control, is in his hands". Two of then did not approve cf 
such films being shown. Only one wo:nan, (a non-Muslim, t.h'"' 
others feoale respondents were Mvslins), thou¢1 against 
vasectony, gave a diffe!cnt reason. She could net h!""I.VC narc 
children if h0r husb~nd were vn.sectonised, e.nd she rac~ cnl~r 
two children. Also, she was the only woman. who had fcith in 
the doctor, (though she cculd net recall what the doctor 
said) saying she was explaining a "ko..nuni ba::i. t n - sor.iethin0 
th~t was for the betterment of oneself. The two who recallei 
what the doctor said had no faith in the doctor fo= sever~l 
reasons, that they disagreed with the I!lessage of vas~ctc:oy, 
that the char2.cters 1-rere all unreal anyway. 

As supporting f~ctors to credibility of a filo we ccnsidered 
homophile with char:i.cters clild environoent a..--ic. approval cf ::mrl 
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14entlt!cation with the main characters. In this case; both 
the male and female respondents-~generally ,identified the 
oharacters and enviro'rlln~nt as those characteristic cf a 
rillo&e, but did not eXpress any definite or positive liking 
tor or identification with the c"ha.racters. Some "liked" the!ll,. 
wome disapproved of them (mainly the women) and oth~rs were 
indifferent. • 

therefore, among those who at.all.parceived the problems ~s 
troaented :fn tbe film, (chiefly the welfare of the- children 
with respect to economic benefit and education) the parception 
ot the problem did not lead to vasectomy - or f2.mily planning 
aa a solution~ This was the mn.in thrust of the film and this 
relo.tionahip between the problem and the· solution was not 
pol'Cei ved.~ • • 

IBTERPRETATI◊N- .::-.~ ···, ·;' · 
• 'E.. "' . - " ,. 

!looall, in the c-a.se -of women, except for Jn.i toon who ·was 
literate was much poorer than the men. Their answers would 
not relate to the film but :tathe:z: to ·their own feelings quite 
4p:J.rt from what was mentioned in th~ film •. They would say 
that wh..'1.t they had seen the previous night, they could not 
remember the next day; also rt was obvious that their attitude_ 
to watching the film and: replying,· to questions was casual;. 
Answers woula often be in the nat-qre ,of - "What can I tell", or 
"what shall I say", or "the ·puppet show must .J?.:i.ve he.d an 
effect on Shambhu", "it must hcve b-een good for t_hem". 
Laughter would- often acconpany answers suggesting their 
embarrn.ssment in the novelty of this sttu~tion of answering 
questions about n. filr:i, c.hd often they w9uld t"C.ke. shelter by 
saying - "Wh..~t cc.n I say, I ao ~ot ~ducated, I cannot ~ay 
much". 

The other feature they renembered was the puppet show. This 
was qUite related to their ncdia1expecto.tions, for invariably 
they wnnted. thnt the fill!I. shoul.d havp song an.d dance, "I 
WOUld ha.ve liked it better t.hen", or "I don•t like th:i.s kind 
or film, I like· it -w-ith ·song an'd dn.nce't-• • 

..,. 

Though they recalled the ·puppet show ~~d the doctor's visit to 
the Village, In contro.~t- to the nen, they could not reoember 
What the ·show was about or'What the· doctor 'spoke'. It became 
~PPa.rent from their frequent coI!liilents that their perception wns 
unrelated to the commentary which was almost ignored, and the 
film was watched in segments, and not as a long sequential 
story. 

----
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The treatment of verbal and visual components of the film 
seemed to influence trie men also, whose recall, by compariso~, 

\ 

was not poor. Eut the incidents that were most remembered 
were presented in a loDgish, sustained, and dramatised sequence. 

• These were th·e incident of the boy running away and the idea 
of consent between husband and wife. On the other hand, the 
brief display of posters in the exhibition or the narrator's 
suggestion of Shambhu being an examplG to·the village after 
undergoing vase~tomy had little or no visual support, and 
consoquontly were not remembered. 

Familiarity with people or c.ontext perhaps also influences 
recall. The doctor, consent to vasectom;r, a puppet show,' tho 
vasectomy van are all familiar things and these can be found 
among the women's recall also. 

It is obvious that ·the· differing attitude to media, runong other 

1 
things, wou~d also affect the response to film content. This 
is most obvious rurrong the women whose expectation of film was 
nonserious and to whom this film had low credibility as a 

I medium. Many of the explanations for the respondent's attitude 
to and credibility of thefilm·argument is found in their 
answers as described above. One factor was the inabflity to 
project into Shambhu's situation of six children which was quite 
dissimilar to their own. The unfavourable attitude was n,lso to 
vasectomy as a method which was final, not allowing the choice 
of any more children. 1·fuat stands out also was that v;isectomy 
was not the necessary solution to life's proble~s. It w~s 
also often mentioned that the argUr.J.~nts presented were known 
to them and the quarrel was not with then but pcrho..ps with 
the social unacceptability of vasectomy or contrar.cption qs 
well as with the government's present impleDont~tion of the 
prograrme in that area. This attitude wcs directly :1nd 
indirectly expressed by the men and could explain the 
contro.diction between their hostility or ovasi veness c.,nd 
agreement at the sane time. 

There was clso a significant relationship between the 
respondent's general attitude to facily planning nnd their 
response to the filn, that is, if they were favourables then 
they responded ·~·wour2,bly to the fil1:1; if they were vr1gu o. or 
hostile, that was again reflected in the response to the 
fill!'.l as far as the family planning message was concerned. 

Also, it is obsl'.:!rved that their identific1;,tion or honophile 
with the characters .::>r otherwise did not show any relati.on ship 
to their attitude to the fil~ as such. 

I/54 



-54-

CHOR CHOR 

tE~RIPTION 

Chor Chor was shown in Patni on 24 December 1974 in Brahmpal's 
r1ouse where the audience comprised of Muslim Telis, Hindu 
Sainis, Hindu Banias, and Brahmans, in that order. 

Chor Chor uces a first person commentary, and has for its 
arguments the incidence of land division between two sets 
of cousins who are one and seven, and the consequent imbalance 
in their fortunes. This forces the seven brothers to seek 
menial work in the town while the single cousin returns to 
his large land after completin~ his education and lives a 
prosperous life with his wife and children, though saddened 
slightly by his loneliness. The visuals 2.Xe composed largely 
of inanimate objects. like houses, fields, aeroplanes, 
bridges - environment rather than moving, talking, living 
people. There is a preponderance of objects,,and people 
~ppear in fragments and short sequences. The narration is 
in the first person, supposedly by a maternal cousin ~bout 
the cousins in the story._ The approach is humanitarian and 
tho narrative draws heavily on sentiment and nostalgi1. The 
u-gument centres aroy.nd land division and its consequences 
in economic terms. /This film was shown without its direct 
f~~ily planning message which occurs only in the end, so 
t~~t we could assess the credibility of the argument on its 
own, and let the respondents offer a solut·ion to the 
perceived problems in the film, without family planning 
being suggested c.s 0, solution./_ '. 

The respondents included 5 men ( 3 Muslims; 1 Teli, 2 Gada; 
::>.nd 2 Hindu So..inis) ruJ.d 5 women (3 Muslim Teli, a.nd 2 H.tndu 
Brah;~-m). A brief description of the respondents is given 
below, stating their nedia exposure and understanding 
of iltle fru!lily planning concept, as 1lso their genoral 
attitude in this regard. Since this fil~ is based on land 
diVision, their landed status is also mentioned. 

BALBIR SINGH is a Hindu Snini, aged 32. He has one son nnd 

I/55 

I 



-55-

two daughters, and is educated upto the Internediate level. 
His exposure to nedia is infrequent, though he visits the 
cinema about 10-12 tines a year. He likes short filns. 
alsc as they 'talk of useful things'. He thinks far:;ily 
planning is a very inp9rtant D8. tter ond shouLl be 
practised to stop tJ1e increasing population. He owns 
land. 

GOVERDllAN DAS, 27 years old, is a Hindu Sc.ini; he h3,s 
one daughter 2nd hns studied uptc clnss eight. His 
exposure to nedic., is alr.iost nil, except for occc.,si onal 
filns once or twice a year. He does not remember 
seeing short filr.:is. Eis understanding of fanily 
planning is control of population to further progress 
but his personal opinion is non coruJital 'it is all right'. 
He has no land personally or in the fnnily. 

trnSTAFI is a Musli:c:i Gada, aged 20-25 2-nd has no children. 
His Bedia cont.:cct is occasional.· He has seen short filns 
and likes 'the work shown in them'. His understanding of 
fa~ily planning is a limit of 2 or 3. children per fanily 
and his own opinicn is that the fewer the childxen the 
better it is. Re ·aoes not own any land. 

TASAVVUR is a Muslin Gadn aged 26, has two chilclren, and 
thcugh he con sign his neme, he is otherwise illiterate. 
Hi$ contact with nedia is fr0quent, but he expressed no 
opinion about then, including short films. His understanding 
of fanily planning is merely that it is good and his opinion 
is 'it is all richt'. He has no lane either in the fanily 
or personally. 
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IQ.:BAL is a }1uslim Teli, 31 years old, has 4 children a:i:i 
though he can sign his name, he is otherwise illiterate. 
His contact with media is frequent, but he says tl:at !:.e 11a3 
not seen short films. :By family planning he understands 
having a small family and his personal opinion is one of 
willingness to accept it. He has land. 

SAHEZDAN, aged 25 ye2.Xs, is a ~1uslim Tell c.>.nd h['.s four 
children. ::-Ier media. con tact is nil, except for h~.ving 3eGn 
short files which she liked for their inforriation v1.lue. 
She doas not know the concept of family planning ~nd h..~s 
no opinion about it. Her husb~~d has land jointly owned 
vith his brother. 

SANJIDA, aged 25, is a Muslim Teli nnd h~s four children. 
She listens to the radio often but h~r exposure to traditional 
medi::i. :md films is occ:::.si on::il. She ms seen sh :-t films 
-:r.d liked the agricul turn.l fil-;;,.s for their information v~lue. 
Dy f:-,,.rrlly plc..nning s)1c understc..nds hc.ving fewer children, 
"'.nd feels· thc..t if there arc too C::lllY children, there is 
short~ge of food and sp~ca. For herself, she hop~s that she 
will not have more children. The four childron she. ha.s ~re 
:lore the..n enough. Ikr husbo.nd hns 1::-.nd jointly owned with 
his brothor. 

SHU'BRA, ~ged 20, is a Muslin Teli -md hn.s two children. Her 
cont~ct with r~dio is frequcnt,:md she sees scng c.nd dance 
shows 'every tine there is a. wedding in the villagci. She 
had no previous exposure to cincnn. Sho doos not.know 
wh.1.t is ne~t by fn.oily pl~ning "J.nd has no opinion. abou'I! 
it. Her husbc.nd ms no land. 

SH.AKUNTALA, ~god 25, is [', Hindu Brn.lw .. ...,n :'3.Ild h:'.s three children. 
She listens to the radio frequently, but her exposure to 
traditional oadia. r-nd cinenn is occ~sional. She likes short 
films for th~ir inforr:.::i.tion va.lue. By f-:-.oily pln.nning she • 
undo~stands h.~ving rower children ~nd for herself she did not 
wnnt r.iore thr'..n th€: throe she hnil. as sho could not ~f9rd to 
bring up no!.'e• Her husbn.nd hns no l:md. 

PROOLWATI, 25 yorxrs olc'., is .'.l Hinc.u Era.hl!lan and hn.s 5 children. 
Hsr oedin cont~ct is negligible. Thcugh she h&s see~.short 
tilils, 'she does not like the!'l as there ~e no song nr).d do.nee 
sequences in then, and reoa.rkcd th~t she preferred listening 
to the ro.dio, She docs not understr..nd the ocncept or raoilY 
Plonning and hence hn.s no cpinion ~n the subject, saying 

I/57 



-57-

'god knows'. Her husband has no land. 

ANALYSIS 

Of the men, most of the~ 'likec' the film, though they 
actually confused the whole film :package for one film, and 
the liking was not emphatic. The film medium as such was 
remarked upon by two of them saying that .!.in films, nothing 
reaJ. is shown, it is al 1 made up - ~> .;11---=i ~ ' or that the 
film was merely a story, &s the producer had to nake his 
money and make up a fe~ good scenes. 

With respect to this particular film, two others found that 
everything did not lool: actual - only parts did. Therefore, 
the overall credibility of fi l_n presentc.. tion was low for the 
men even though the events eight have been credible. Two 
of then understood the cor-.. ,J1Emtary as a form though none could 
identify the co!:ll!lentator as the maternal cousin. 

The recall of two men was accurate. But the others, were 
confused about various things - though they re~embered the 
'batwara I and the difference in condition between the two 
sets of cousins. What happened before and right after the 
1 batwara I was in doubt. For in stance, why did land di vision 
take place, what happened to the cousins. They did not 
remember the uncle's death; one man did not know wh2.t happened 
to Rn.tan (the well off cousin), one could not recall the 
condition of the seven brothers, and whether they also stayed 
on in the village; one thought Rn.tan also wo:r:ked in the town 
but had a better job. Only the last portion was again 
refilenbered rege.rding &t:1.n' s new house and the ruined old 
house, and the corresponding difference in the condition of 
the cousins. Various supporting factors like the sentioent 
associated with the old hcmse as shown in the beginning of 
the filD, a.Ic'1 tl-ie de.:?.th of the uncle did not register with 
most of thee, though the plight of Rat['.n as the ~oser in the 
g::18..__ was always re::::ier-:bered. Sone ?.lSI" s~w the irony th::,t 
lo.tGr the roles were reversed .:,nd Rn.tan was happier than 
the others. F:i.cts ::icntioned largely in the ccnr.ent2.ry like 
the river scen8 bein£ in Bc.naras, anc the relationship anong 
the boys were aloost unifor.:ily not conprchendcd. On. the 
whole, confusion in r0c~ll indic~tes scne confusior: in 
cor.prehension and t~is secced tc lessen the involvc□cnt even 
though the 'bntw['.r:1' was r>.n episode th:1t creri.tec involve□cnt. 

All the sen found lnnd division a credible enough situation 
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which they could relate to, and feel definite about. But he 
far this and its consequences as shown in the film provided 
an automatic argument for famil;-,r planning brought different 
opinions and VE.r:ying degrees of credibility and acceptance. 
Three of them perceived only disadvantage in 'batwara', 
either for econonic re::i.sons or because it caused separation 
no gain. The other two did not feel so strongly about it, 
saying that it ha.d :J:>elati ve ad van t::i,ge and disadva.ntac;e, 
depending on who got better land. At least, each had his o; 
l::l.nd to work on. The di sn.dvantage being the loss of unity. 
In fact the desire for unity was something that was stronglJ 
felt by most of the men, ru1d consequently, most of ther:1 als 
~xpressGd their fe0ling of injustice about the manner in 
which land wn.s di v:i.dGd, saying that it should be equ:i.lly 
divided among all the individual members and not between 
fDJililies. That is, if the::-e 2.re two in one family, 2nd sev 
in thG other, the lnnd should be divided into 9 portions :m 
not 2, ns this created an irabal~ncc in distribution where 
there had been none, denying equal opportunities. 

Eut again, this should b8 done only if it was inev~teble. 
The, gener2.l fe8ling was th:,,t land should not be divided at 
all, c:.nd even if it w2.s done by law, the members of the 
fn.nily should coopern.te n.nd work on the ln.nd as one unit. 
This would be economically b~tter ['Jld also m~intain unity. 

C0Dr1enting OL the consequences of 'batwarc.,' most of then 
felt th2.t under the circumstances, the seven brothers, tho 
they were net too happy in the towns, yet it was the only 
thing that they could do. Living in the village, it woul~ 
h~ve be&n inpossi ble for then to 1, .. ,}ce their t1nds nc.::t. P,u 
they would have been happier in the villngc if circur:1st;-,_'1C 
h?,d been otherwise. Difference between Ratn.n and the 
condition of the seven brothers was perceived; eccnocic 
reo..sons were cited, supported by the fact tli?.t R:'..t.:-.n ,.",s 
narc educ:::,te0. and thc.t he; wc.s the only sor.. re1is W7.S 

1:icntiond by three out of five of the 1;1en. Sor:2 cf thee a 
rera:J.XkGd that in their ninds they were equal ~d only thC'i 
circ"tlflstances were different. 

Out of the five nen, only one reacted contrarily to the 
filn's point of view, not having ~y strong feelings 
or.twc.ra episode r..nd prc:rcciving the seven brothers ~s quit 
hc.ppy. On hinself he sayF, the filn h~d no affect. }lis 
rec:111 was c.l so poore:r th'.:..n the others. 
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On the others, the influence is first the feeling of injustice 
of the 'batwara' itself, though two of them also uerceivi:~'!.. t:1e 
irony of the ch~ged situation among the cousins 7=iin~e ":1-:.ir 

hi 1 dh d ___ , • ' -- _; · ~ · Y-e oo --••·• -·i,<_, 1,,_ •• i .--rr,·::-,._, ~\\. :_~(i~ -f 
This refers to the narrator's remark that the game Chor C'10r, 
in real life became reversed. This is consistent with their 
answers regarding the solution to such probl2n::3. St-3.ted in 
order of importance they are that the family should corner;i.ta 
and live together in the village, even if land division-is 
inevitable; that education helps in getting a job otltsidG the 
village and the children should be educated at all costs; and 
thirdly, if there were less children, it would help both 
factors - education and land division. This was m0ntioned 
by three of the men on their own, without the interviewer 
asking if having fewer children will help, and two of the 
men on their own mentioned family planning specifically as 
an aid to the situation. 

This film was shown without the family ple.nning message. But 
the overall argument is more or lGss credible, though the 
main emphasis is on a social and legal solution to the 
pToblem and a refusal to accept land division as is practised 
now. The film also do€s-not push f['.,mily planning as the only 
solution but as an aid. So on the whole, there is good basis 
to feel that the feeling of the male audience and the film 
were in consonance with e['..ch other, except for a difference 
in emphasis and priority of solutions to the problem. 
Nevertheless it should be noted th--..t a certnin confusion in 
the comprehension of the film nnd the feelings that many 
things were not of actu~lity lessened the involvement and 
left a feeling of uncertainty as to wh~t the film was saying. 
Otherwise, it might h~ve evoked more feeling. Tho present 
response was more due to the strong credibility of events 
chosen rather than an excellence in presentation, which 
seemed to cause confusi,Jn .'.1nd leave c.n uncleE'.r impression. 

Response to supporting factors like ~ttitude to chnr~cters, 
credibility of fut2.n' s :1ousc and the old house were positive, 
though overall homophile with ch~acters ~nd environment 
brought the r8sponse from two of the men that the environoent 
seemed familiar enough, but the people seemed to belong 
elsewhere - 'They belong to.the cast.' One of them, on whcm 
the film hnd no influence anyway, alienated himself due to 
this unfaniliarity; the others ngreed that the events c-:mld 
happen anywhere. They related well. 
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Though the women said they 'liked', the film, only one was 
definite about it. Though all of them did not question the 
credibility of the medium, one woman found the film only 
partly actual and another said 'I don't know if everything 
.. hat is shown in a film is real'. 

Among the women the recall was poor. Also,- 4 out of the 
5 women said that they did not pay attention to the words 
but rather to the moving picture - :.:1<.::, ~"Fi ·, ··1 ·.l ,~. i:: '- _., =:-:-
31ld that t~ey had difficulty in understanding the language. 
A couple of them also excused themselves by saying, 'I an 
not educated' or 'I did not know that I would have to 
answer questions, otherwise I would have paid more attention'. 
On the whole, their concentr,'.1tion was poor. 

The only thing th~t wns uniformly reme8bered was the children's 
'knbnddi' gru::ie, which was also identified. Though they all 
thought the children were happy, nobody remarked, as the CTen 
did, on Rat an' s unhappiness when he lost. Jlhe rel.:::. tLmship 
'::etweon the boys w--:,s not undcrs tood. Jlhough tho old house 
'Uld the river was recalled no one, except one wo~an, knew 
whose house it W'J.s, or felt anything about it ~d in what 
context it wc.s shown. The river sce11e, two wcmen said, was 
in the hills. 

The 'b.:1tw.:1r:i.' was remembe::.:-ed by four women. The other had 
no recall of it. Consequent to 'batwara', except for 
Sanjida no one remembered what happened to the seven brothers 
or to Ratan. Though many of them reme:nbered the return 
of the cousin fo::- the wedding, what he found in the village 
was not clearly :percei v<::d. Though they all remembered 
Ra tan's ne:._r house, sone did not remember the condition of 
the old house 2nd the seven brothers. Some said that the 
seven brothers were all right, or gave self contradictory 
answers, indicating th1.t they were not clear about this. 
Definitive n.nsw0rs only Car!le when questioned further regarding 
tho differE:r.ce between the c otcsins. Who reas two did not 
renenber, the others s~id that R~t~n was better off 

f financially ~she had more land. 

With the exception of S:~.njid .,_,, according to the other wor:wn 
the filra had no effect on ~hem. Part of this is because 
many arguments of the filr:i were not perceived at all and the 
reaction to what w~s perceived was not definitive. For 
inst~nce, asked what ttey felt ~bout the land division, 
they said that th2re could be adv:-..nt<1..ge ::t.nd disadv.".l,ntege, 
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depending ·on God and f--ite. Two felt that it is adva>1tageous 
as e'"'..ch gets his own J 111d a"ld di shartiony is --prevented. Only 
one wor.::an added to this th-1-i.; 'bah,::1r:1.' ae shown in the film 
was -disadvantageous to the brothere ·::ut she did not relate 

it to her o,;.n experier-:::e. 

The consequences of 'b~.twara' as sho,,m in the film, of the 
seven brothers leavi!"!t:'.' the vill2 .. ge, ~·as not perceived 2.t 
all. Furtl1er, only ti-:.ree of" the women ve,guely percei -.re'°t 
the difference in the 0conomic condition between the cousins 
and attributed it to P:::.tan hc.ving more ::.and. This was not 
related. to his beinc an only son. As a solution or :::.id to 
thGse problems, most s-:id, 'I don-' t :r.now' or s:'..id. ha::-d work 
is the way to be::1r ro·rer·cy, or the t if there ['..:r'C mo1·e 
children, though it would be difficu: t '-:o look after them 
when young, later they would bring in IJ10re incooe to the 
family. Cor..sidering the answers of tho3e who perceived 
even one argument in the film, that is, that the batwara 
left R;-,tan better off th:m the othor cousins, the attitude to 
a small faJ'!'l.i.ly was condition~l. 'If there is only one 
e2.rning member, 2. lc,rge fanily will be unhappy , '-:. sri~ .. 11 
faoily '·:::.s less burden to bear' • Only on& woman said that 
'the one who is alone is better off, a small frunily ,Ti 11 
be happier' • Two of the wo'-"cm did not relate their responses 
to the film at all and therefore could not be consid€red. 
Therefore, on the wlcole:, the argu.'!lent of the fil::1 end its 
nessage was not credible to the women. 

Supporting factorf. to crcdi bili ty like the far:iiliari ty of the 
old house 'lnd th.:: cJ:-,..ildren's gaoe as well as 'liking' Ratan's 
fr .. ;:iily becn.ne in•m.l.:..d as they were not related to the nessage 
of thG filn but perce~ved as isol~ted tr..ings. Agc,in, 
hor:op:..J..lo with cbc..r;,,.cte:r-s was negc.ti ve 'the people in the 
filn do ncv w~2.r cl~tr.es like us', 'they are ouch b8tter off 
than u;,; and. d '.) not ·'.le:long here'. On the other rmnd, the 
er.viro:iren~ WG.S pcrce:.::.vec. o.s ::i. vill~ge e!1viron:c~nt. 

The wo:"len' s response to the f iln ·.,c.s ge~erally vc.gue: and 
co!'lfuscC:. Eve:1 tl'::1; p:::-oblers shm~n in t:H: filo, "Khicr. were 
parti::.lly perc2ived. wrre r..ot relc.ted, oxcept by one wonan, 
to the :i.deo. of t:1c sr::::J.l f1:.1ily c,s a solution. 

It"TERPRETNI.IO!: 

Th€ r~c.son for th(.; wo:.1en' s poor recc.11 is explained in their 
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own answers; they pay attention to the pictures and not the 
words. _So, either the picture delivers the _message, and the 
words are tied to the picture, or the commentary is so well 
suprorted by visuals that it can be picked up. 

Though this is not so pronounced with the men, it is the 
portion of the film right before and after tl1e I batwara' 
that is confused in recall, and drop out is greatest, among 
tho men and the 1.rnmen. In this portion of the - film,.· even 
short sequ8nces are absent. Instead there_ are isolated 
shots that arc closely linked to tho narration and not 
visually to each other. Again, the seven brothers are not 
~ctually shown in their urbnn work environments, co..rrying 
on their lives. Whoroas later on, they are ;:i,t least present 
in the villnge through a longish sequence, while the narrator. 
talks of their condition. It is significant here to note 
:iga.in that women remGrr;be:red Ratan' s condition nore definitely, 
his house and family were o.ctu3,lly shown. 

Details mentioned in the comment~ry like the loc~tion of the 
river scene ·in Bo..naras, .'..U1d the relationship among the eight 
boys, are o,g2-in not remenbcred. Rather, the respondents 
interpret who..t they rec.:-:,11 in the light of their own im~cdiate 
:-.nd f~ili::r knowlodgc or experience, saying thnt•the river 
is in Hardwar or that the boys. were stepbrothers. A couple 
of the respondents, one man and one woman, confused the 
film for others in the package. 

i-'iessa.gc credibility of tho film was fairly high with most. 
of the nen. The film chose RS its basic argument "'.n event 
that wa.s erodible. But the sane thing was not the case with 
the woo.on, whose attitude to lru1.d di vision was not one of 
strong feeling ,:'..go.inst it. On tho other hand, neither did 
they foel involved with the film nor conpreh-:md the events; 
they found the ch.::iro..cters e,,lien, and did not catch the 
3enticent on which the fil~ played. Thonen felt involved, 
d0spite their ccnfusod conprehcnsion, and responded tc the 
sentinent expressed in tho filn regarding the old house now 
in sha.nbles, the cousins, the irony of fr:i.te in Ratqn' s and 
the seven brcthcrs' chonge of fortune and the fnct that the 
differonce in their l~tor lives was not because cf ~y 
'difference in their :hearts e-r calibre' which is also 
nentioned by tho n~crr;:tor. Here it is seen th._'1,t the 
sentinental porticns of the narrntion .:i.re pickc<l up but the 
infornQtiono,l detnils are not. 
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Though it is noticeable that the two men who had a good 
recall and were influenced by the film, were both la..~d~d 
and the tPo women who somewhat perc ei veJ. the main ~=-·eu!':lcm t 
of t!1e fil.m were also lanc!.ed. Among tho men, ev(·n i.hose 
who di 1 ~ot have land seemed quite influe~ced bv the f~lm 
(though not is much as the landed), while the l~dlGss women 
showed a big difference ... they had no recall, opinion or 
perception of the argument, and no solution in mind. The 
men wore sa.id to be norc c:wa.re of and infl ucncea by 
outsid.~rs, like., reln·Gives and cistn..'lt f:1.mily meLber::::, t!1.."..r. 
the women, and therefore could look outside their own 
imme~iQte experience. 

So, the central factor seems to be the attitude to l~n~ 
aivisi)n~ which, if it were stronc like in t.½c case of the 
men, involved. then in tte film, and elicited a response of 
agreo;1ent, and conpensa.terl for the confusion in coriprehension 
and cnly partial credibility of characters. Whereas, among 
tho wo::::ien, the attituc 1 e to land division being indefinite, 
it neither invclvcd t:'len nor was t.here nuch credibility of 
2-greeIJon"c W::. th the ercuMent. 

The a.tti tu-~c tov,a.rds a. snall fa.mily in relation to the film 
is uniforcly seen to be the sane as their ge:nernl prodi sposi ti 
town.r•:.s the SI'lall far:rily ncr::i. 

As c. file, Ch,•r Chor has wisely chosen its riru.n a.:rgunen t, 
at le.:1..st fc:..· r:11.:m, h~.s failed in its :"requcnt non-sequential 
structure, but scored in its sentinental narr~tion ani 
there is ev0r·:,r bo..sis to s,:,,y "thr,,t its unfl.erplayc;;d ucssnge 
of fc.:,ily planning a.s c•ne aid. t:; ber.-.r with these difficult 
chc.ngin,s- tj_!::Jes wvuld h'•V0 fcunr 1 syr-p2.thy at lec>.st with the 
I'.len. 
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~ film 1 Chautha Palna· was shown in Patni on 28 December 
_!'74 in the Gada .Muslim area and the audi enc€ was mainly 
• awn from Gada Muslims, Hindu Sainis, Balmikis, some 

jans and Muslim Teli s. 

Palna' is about a middle-aged woman with three 
and her·husband's younger sister. The sister-in-law 

dresses a song to her bhabhi and dances round her. The 
ong is in F.indi. • The house is urban and the two women are 
J\irly modern looking. The song is sung teasingiy and 
ightly. The sister-in-law admonishes her bhabhi not to have 
ore children •• The main argument of the song is that her 
bhabhi's) beauty will be lost if she has more children 

d that 'she should not have her garden fill.ad with falling 
Q~ves' - that everyone will be happier if she does not hnve­
oro children. 

o shot wi. th the two women is frozen, and a commentator 
tnys that the problem of a large family that is placed 

ofore the .woman by her sister-in-law, is the problem of 
he en tire nation. 

. om this sequence, the film shifts to the map of India. 
Croups. of children and crowds of people are shown with . 
nunbers superimposed while the co~nentary says that in India 

"three children are born every two seconds. The question 
.that is n.sked is, 'how will these children get food, shelter, 
Clothing, educ'ltion?' General population stati sties are 
tiv-en. Visuals of classroom rowdyism and of young boys 
amoking n.nd ga..~bling on the streets ~nd of crowds arc shown. 
The commentary says that the crowds will one day destroy 
ev-erything. As a re-inforcement to this message, a tree 

_consumed by locusts is shown •. This is followed by posters 
on fnnily planning which is pointed out as the solution. 

Reverting to the sister-in-la~, the older woman is seen 
going to a facily plo.nning clinic. 

~ sample consisted of 4 nale respondents ( 2 Muslins -
1 Gada and l Mai and 2 Hindus - 1 Saini and 1 DhanalJ and 

• 5 female respond~nts (1 Muslim Gada ci.nd 4 Hindus.~ 1 Jrunadar, 
l Saini and 2 Balru.kis). A orief description of t~e 
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respondents is Eivon b""clow, st:-.t inf their 
exposure to media, their understanding of family planning 
and their general attitude in these respects. 

MUNNAVAR, is a Muslim 'Gada' aged 22, has two cbildYer- anc.. 
is illiterate but can sign his name. He has hacl vc:::: li t~:lc 
contact with radio and traditional media but goes to the 
cinema twice or thrice in a month. He hes seen short films 
which he likes because of their information c ont,:mt. 

He refused to answer the questions relating to fn.::iily 
planning. 

KUNWA, 27 years old, is a Hindu ])hc111ak c.nd has two de.ught,,rs. 
Ee listens to the radio sometimes but has had no exposure to 
cinema. His contact with traditioncl modiC'.. is limit2d to 
seeing tn.rnashas about 5 to 10 times in a yo~. 

F.duc~ting one's child.ren is what he understands by family 
plan~ing but had no opinion cf his own on this issuG. 

PA])AJl1 CP.:~l\JD is 21 years old, is a Hindu Saini and has no 
children. He has studied upto class 5. He rarely reads 
books and magazines, does not go to the cinema and has li□ited 
exposure to trn.di tional meJia. He has seen short films on 
agriculture and defence which he likes because of their 
information con tent. 

By fnmily planning he understands h~ving fewer children and 
when asked for r..is opinion o:n the s1·.bject, said thct people 
should havt: fewer children bCCC'..Use th.; population \o.';::.s 
incre~sing. 

Jil~DA HAS.MT, a Muslim 1':'.i., is 26 years of n.gu and has 3 
children. Eo is illitera.t2 thouGh he CC'..n sign his n'l.Do. 
His cont:i.ct v,i th tr~dition2.l nodfo. j_s :f'roquont aJlC'. r..c. 
listens to the r~dio somctioes. He goos to th~ cin£2~ 
once n. nonth and has s.:en shGrt filns which he liki.s. When 
askcc: whet h2 unclerstocc. b:' fn.nily i:,ln_'1'1r:ing }-12 sc..iJ. th_,-,t it 
was fc•r tlw poor th~ t th&y should und0rsb.nd c::1c. foll ow it. 
His own opinior:i on t:tr, issue W.'.1S 'it is :111 richt'. 

KASHO, n Hindu J['..rl~d~r, is 16 yecrs olf. and ha.s no children. 
Her contact with tr~ditionnl ffi&dia. is negligible an~ non­
existo..nt with non-tra.di tion.:i.l ::1edia.. 
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Sh• has no knowledge of family planning. 

XJRMO, aged. 20 years, is a Muslim Gada and has two children. 
She listens to the radio sometimes but has had no previous 

xposure to cinema or to any traditional media. She has 
no knowledge of family planning. 

KtJNTA has two sons, is 23 years of age and is a Hindu Balmiki. 
She has studied upto class seven. She listens to the radio 
u.d reads books and magazines sometimes, she c2n also write 
letters. She has been exposed to traditional ~edi~ but 
,~ya that she has had no contact with it ever since shG got 
IMU'ried. She has not s.:.en any films in the la.st year o.nd 
a ho.lf. She had seen short films while sh8 w~s in school 
Md liked them because they werG for all kinds of development. 

By fc.mily planning she understands the necessity of having 
tower children since it is good for one's health too. \./hen 
eaked for her opinion, she said that there should be few 
children so that they can c~t and live better and lead 
healthy lives. Also, that there would be fewer fights 
among them when they grew up and there would be less ·df vision 
or property. On the whole, she felt that it is in ones 
ovn interest to have a small number of children. 

!ALA is 25 years of age and has two daughters. She is~ 
Aindu Saini. She can re~d a little and sign her name. She 
listens to the radio sometimes rm.d also gets someone to 
Tond out to her froo ~agazines and books once in a while. 
She h~s seen a film show three times so fc.r. She h~d seen 
n few dramas when she was a child but has no contact with 
tr:lditional nedia any more. She h~s seen short filns which 
ahe likes bec~use of their information content. 

~y fru:u.ly plruining she understood a sn~ll fa~ily being a 
Mppy one and 3. large far:1ily being unhappy. When asked for 

er opinion she sc.id tho.t tines being such, there w2.s no 
ced for~ third child if one had one son and one daughter. 
cwever she said that she could net have an operation since . , 

8ne had two daughters ~nd people felt that she had to have 

tn, 24 yea.rs old, is a. Hindu Bn.lniki :J.nd ho..s two sons. 
e hns no ccnt~ct with radio but cften gets sooeone to read 

0 her fro~ books and n~azines. She has been exposed to 
l':i.ditional riedin.. She gees to the cincna. once in a while 
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and has seen short fi: ·ris en agricul hire and de[ ence. 

She does not know WhaT family ~lanning means • 

.ANALYSIS 

The film was liked by e,•ery·oody. Ori I:' of them felt happy 
because he said the film was about :1aving fewer children. 
When asked if they thcught the characters were true to 
life, the replies were varied. While one of them evaded 
the question, two of ·them said that the characters must 
be real, that is why t11ny wore shown, w~ile t_o the fourth, 
tho characters could be tru9 to life, {i Fi 4i\ "'<T-.,, 111' 11 
On the wholc 9 men sce□l-d to be less invol veci. in the fil:n 
nor was _the film·very credible to ther;:. 

The recall of the men was vague, disjointed or incoherent. 
In the case of two of the respondents, tho attitude was 
generally casual. HO\:ev0r, they all understood that thE. 
film was about not h.:wi.ng niore thn...11 threo children. Only 
one of them, however, located the message in the song. 

All the four respondents recalled the relationship between 
the two women and also tl1e number of children in the house 
but only one respondent recalled the content of the song. 
Accordin 6 to him, the song was about not having a fourth 
child, and that the 'nanad' was praising her brother and 
telline her bhabh~ that her brother loved her and that 
already there were three children in the house and that it 
was good to have only three children and not more. Two of the 
respondents could not recall the words or the story of the 
song even tho~h they said that they had had no difficulty 
in follm-:ir.~ the ,,·ords of the song. Vhen asked why the 
nanad was sineing to her bhabhi, one of them said, 
~•-I-J.:rit,·:).~? •• ~: '>1 '•~·,and tL0 other said that he did not know 
what exactl~

0 

the nanad was saying to -~he bhabhi. The fourth 
respondent ,·c..s- una.blc to recount the story as he ·w2s unable 
to follm,: the worcs of th0 song. 'I".:o o.f the respondents 
liked thtc song. 

All the four rc-spondonts sc.id. th~:;.t they had no difficulty in 
undcrstnnding thf: l:!.i.""20 ucgc of the comm,.mtE.ry. Throe 
respondents rec~Jlej the com:ncnt~ry in varying degrees, one 
saying he spoke of :1.::n:ing at the tiost thrt:e children while 
another s~id that the com.~cr.tator scic something about far::iily 
planning, and E'. third rc--:called only the portion about the 
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fi)OC"\U!:ts. But th~--r-esp-ond.ents eould not ·recall any- or.· the 
pJrtix::-eo-t--n-a-t accompanied the commentary, except the mar who 

.,cal.lei the locusts and its significance-. . 

04 he other hand, the respondent who had a better reoall 
ot the story of the song, mentioned the scene of crowds of 
ohiJ.drcn ana anothor scene of a pandit teaching children 
but could not recall the commentary at all or the scone 
of tho 7_ocusts on the trEac. 

~o onl~· thing that w:as u...,iformly remembered by them was the 
kin th..,me of the film and its overall message of having 
1 ar. n~ober of children. After having grasped the messa~;e, 
tbe .~ctitude of the men to this fi]ra scened to become 

l.:.:!1 ~nd disinte~ested. 

All t:1c female respondents li:ccd the film and found nothing 
objectiJr.able in the film. Two of th~m particularly liked 
tho sin€;_ng 2.nd dancing 0y the two wone:r, in the film. 

Vb • ~ <>!od if they found the characters true t0 life, except 
tor u:-,<: respor..dent, the rest found them rea.l. In the C'1.se of 
hi 8 ,... ., d t th -1 ~ n "~ -, ,-. ~ ._:,,: ~"' :: .... respon en , e response was, n.in'i:.7--;-1 8 f:1 :,l~dl e~

1
~£E7 

1or ~ 11tl1..n: -respondent. however, the ch:.-u-a..::ters were true 
to li e • ecause that is how they were aole to shoot the-
lJ.11:1. 

overall recall of the film, ho 1,;evor, was generally 
~:c-:pt for one respondent. 'I do '1.Ct know' or 'I do not 

:accm, :::::-' •·1erc 0haracteristic responses of three of the 
r DP<'! :e::ts. Cne of them coulc~ not recount the story or the 
ocnt"'.,; o~· the gong bec-:.use she had not fol lowed the ln.nguzge 
ot t:2 • .:;c,;_;. 'I'1uo of then said that ·chey he.d followed the 
14nc1,4.:-..,:;0 of the song. 3:owevcr, th.is ._,,as nc-t borne out by 
th !-r: .:'':!=lp 1:..-ises. This was prcba.bly because of the c:isual 
atti .;1. ·e t0 th0 filn of cne respondent a'1d t:1e ,)ther saying 
thnt s·.e c.culd 1.ot see prcparly. All thc,y ~CE;□vd t0 
00t1pr0 :cn,1 of the song va.s th.:i. t it ho.d to do with two wor.ien 
and th..•c-: child._ ~n. ·rhc (~ther two ,rnrwn rec::!lled not only tho 
three ''l1i. • '.iren a.nd the rclatioaship of the w"nen but ~lso had an 
all idea Of the P-cnero.l th0r.1c ·of tho song. Out of theoe two, 
~• hac poor re~all of p·irticulri:r incid1..:nts. The recall of 
the firth resT)Ondent w;,,s nore coherent. But when asked why 
the n~. •1,d. a!:>k;d the bhn,bhi n--:t to have 'c heen' in her '.:i.ngrui' , 
•he wr:-:15ly interpreted it to riean that since the bhabhi 
did not e-i Ye anything to the nano.d at the tine of the 
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childbirth, the nan.a~ asked her bhabhi to adopt family 
planning. 

The female respondents generally had problems in following 
the commentary. The content of the commentary was missed 
by most of them. However, they all seemed to recall the 
scenes with crowds of children studying in schools and some 
recalled the scene of the locus-ts on the tree. Eost of them 
did not perceive what effect the $Ong sung by the na.n.ad had 
on the bhabbi and nom: ,of theru recalled that the bhabhi 
went to the f8.I!lily pl.:mning clinic in the end. Therefore, 
only two wo!!lcn knew what tho film was about and this they 
knew throug1 the so"lg, while r,11 the men knew wh2.t the filn 
was about; but only or.e through the song 2.nd the others 
through the co:iJ':,entary. 

Most of the Dale. respcndcnts did not perceive the ,.,_rgu..-:lent of 
tr..e seng. Only onG of then said that it w::-..s sung for the 
bhc.bhi not to ha.ve trie fourth child. None of the;:a perceived 
the relationship beb:cen the bhabhi' s si tu1tion and thG 
n~tion's condition. But three of th~ r~spondents perceived 
tbc argu!:'lent of the connentn.tor tho.t with increC1.si:r1g 
po::.:iulction ~11.d shortc..ge of food, cveryt 1ung wo_uld b0 destroyed 
li~c tr..e locusts destroying the tree. They also perceived 
this c.s the reo.son for the coI::lI!lentator s::iying th:-t fal".lily 
pl~~nning should be adopted and e:xpr;:;ssed o.gree::i"r..t wi:th th.1.t 

st8.te;:1ent. 

\.Them o.skGd whether the song had .:::,ny \effect on tht. bh:-.'bLi, the 
c.nswers wer0 V"!.ried. One respondent wrongly perc;:.;ived th"' 
effect to be a de:si::::-e on the p2Xt of the bhabr.i f c:· :1::..)th• r 
childt another die not perceive n;ny effect 2.t etl;I.. wl:1i2. r 1:l G 
other t.•o felt th1.t the bhcbhi was affected by "the :.,ong :-..nd 
that, 11i t wa.s :?~ good eff~ct". nespi te t!'lc vari~ti:c in 
their responses, they all a.greed th~.t wh,1t the bhc..-ohi c.id ·,.rc..s 
good for her and for the nc~tion. To wh:::.t extent tr.is res:;h.rn;s 
c8.Il bo +,~en seriously, is questionn.ble, <1s their ".)'\,,Ti 

attitudes to fonily planning were either casual or nons~rious. 
Only one respondent fcl t that h~ would hinself e.ccept l'c'..r.'lily 
planning i_f such r? neetl arose in the future bcc[tuse he> fe:i_ t 
th:1.t with one or two cluldrcn, one Cclll feed and clotne the.:: 
b

8
tter ancl genern.lly bril'l(~ then up in Q better way. 

In terr:s of their attitude tc the ch:i.r~cters in the filn, 
there wee generally either no response fron then or ~n 
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indifferent response. '1,1.ree of the respondents found the 
life style of the charac7.ers and their environment alien 
but fe1- t that si-milar events could happen to any ordinary 
person. On8 respondent thought that the characters seemed 
to be from BP...ngla Dosh cl!ld therefore die aot feel that the 
evc.,1ts of t, film c.Ju2.d ha.ppen to any ordinary person. 

None of the female res,o~dents perceived the argument of the 
so~~, 3-~d their respon,es were varied. Ohe of them did not 
perceive the argument ct.~11, ~ot;oer mis~erccived it while 
the -:hird sci.:. i, ~~I i \·; ,-:~, :.,\~~ -~ l ::i.nd then added, 
tn~t whatever God gi·n.J should be nccepted, meaning that 
c':le kn:M it 1 ad to do ,-ith children. The other two 
'!:es:9or.dents ::icrely idertified th::::.t the song was Telated to 
;::i,mily planning bu~ did not know why. The relationship 
between the ohabhi' s situatioa cl.Ild the n1tion' s condition 
w~3 genero..11:r not percci ved by them. Only two of them 
rigi1tl:· perceived tb.::, cc;nment::::.ry' s :'.'..rgument about the 
~ncre~sin~ population destroying everything and consequently 
:,.greed that the grow-;;h of population needed to be checked. 

Only one respondent perceived that the bhabhi was affected by 
the song, and yet they all agreed that her accepting family 
plr~~ing was good for her and for the n::::.tion. Two of them, 
however, were c~sual ond nonserious in their responses and 
,--..:: __ ... ~ their answers C'3.Il be discounted. Further, only one 
=e~~onCent 11:-.d a f~vourable attitude to family plonning 
o.r.d said that it h£..d tc be accepted for the wolfare of wonen 
r..nd hone. And yet, wh,m asked what she would do, she said, 
'I ~on'~ know'. One ro3pondent was hosti~e to fanily planning, 
whi::.e the fi~th responc.cnt, though gener-:i.lly favoumbl e 
-;:cw,•.rdc :."ani:1 y pl:--r-njng. seened to think tho..t it w2.s something 
+h...s~ dependec en ~n individual and not so~ething that could 
>e forced. \,'hen ;,,sked '.,hether she would do the sn.I!le, she 
::1.i:. •·J·es" ' .. t r:112.li.:i::.:. it by saying tho.t if she has 4 or·5 
-~uchte~s then 3he would not ~o so. the filn gen:rally 
:::ce.::w". to hn:•c no effect on the fencle rcsponc.ents. 

In i:;ercs of their ~tti -+~u.:.c to the cbu:c.cters, the responses 
\!Cr:) :i,:~·ein v::riec1. 'l'wo ,f t11eo ho..d noth5-ng to say a.bout the 
ch~~o..ctc~s, one cf tr-en likeu the ::in.in ch2.X~cter while 
a....10,_her liked. the Jhilc1rcn. .Agn.in, with r'3gnrd to thei~ 
:per,.::ept::.. en of th<.; 1..ife ,-i;yle 2.nd. the environncnt of the 
~t~acters, -~nere were cUfferenccs in the rosponse pattern. 

1
!hi: e ~cne fo,md. that t 10 life style and the environcent 
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were familiar, others found them alien. One of the ~espcndents 
thought the life style to be Bengali. Again, seine sJic.. tnat 
the events shown in t 1e film could h~pen to everyone ·.,•hile ~ 
others said that they could not. 

f • 

I1'1TERPRErATI ON 

The film was liked by all the respondents. But the reason 
for their liking the film was not nade clear. Only two 
female respondents said that they particularly liked the 
singing and the dancing by the two women in the film. 

:But recall was generally poor for both the male and female 
respondents. "I don 1 t know 11, and. 'tr don 

I
t remember" s·eeocd 

to be their characteris~ic response patterns. ~on committal 
answers, accompani~d by lau£hter at times seemed to suggest 
that their answers were often of dubiou.s vc:..lue. 

Though all the male respondents understood the main theme of 
th~ film and overall messa.ge o~·havin~ less number of 
children, this W3.S not so with the f-43:xJ.e respondents. The 
only unif or:i rece.11 was of the vi sunlly sustained song 
sectuence between bha.bhi a.."l.d nan2..d and the three children. 
Nevertheless, the song's content was generally not rec.embered. 

The women seeoed to recall visuals rather than the spoken 
(or sung) word, while the ncn's recall was just the opposite. 
Howev~r, cu~aring rec-all of words be:tween song and coot!lentary, 
the wooen usually hn.1 oore problens with the connentary than 
the non, whereas the nen see~eu to pa.y oore attention to the 
content of the coTJt1entary than to that of the song. 

The film seems to h2.,ve h3.d no effect on 2nyone. One r.ian 
perceived tbe .n,rgunent of the song~ five respondents 
perceived the argunont expressed in the conoentary section. 
However, this was n. p["rtic.: perception c.fter a detailec. 
question specificcllY recalling the significance of the 
1ucusts destroying cVE'l'Ything. :But none, of the respondents, 
except one, were f~vourablo to the~selves adopting farilY 
planning. This w"s daspi te the fact that three res;,ondents had 
a favourable att~tude to fa.oily planning, but n.fter the 
course of interviewitg about· the fil::i only one respondent 
still expressed a favourable attituce. (the other six 
respondents had noncon:-,ittal attitudes before and after the 

interview on the filo). 
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analysis of this film has relevc..nce in that 'song and 
e' had been the preferred mode of presentation as 

~ressed by ,ost of th8 fcnale respondents. And yet 
r re~ction to Crautha Palna shows th~t the messege that 
couched in the song was not clearly perceived by the 
or the women. The general argument presented in the 
entary was better perceived th3l'l what was expressed 

t}ircugh the song. And of course, the overall perception 
_gt the filo w~s also rnther low. To what extent a serious 
aessage ecbedded in a foro of presentction such ~s the 
•aong and dance' cnn be of communicative value, is therefore 

1uestionable. 
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DE~RIPTI.ON I 

Teen Saal Baad was shown on 30 December 1974 in Patni, at 
Zulfan's house whose neighbcurhood consisted of Muslim Gadas, 
Hindu Sainis and Valmikis (Bhangis). 

Teen Saal Baad uses a story format with dialogue. The theme 
is of having fewer children by spacing between pregnancies 
nnd using the loop for this purpose. This would mc.ke for 
happiness and better health of children and mother, as 
repeated child bearing ruins the mother's health and too many 
children co.nnot be looked after well and there is difficulty 
in doing so. The children also suffer. The film portrays 
the lmppiness of a newly wed Muslim couple. The Muslim girl 
visits her neighbour, G2.I1ga, the potter Binda 1 s wife, who is 
in labour and in great pain, end finally has a stillbirth. 
She also sees Gange.'s numerous children in disarray, and 
looking'unce.roo for. This influences her, as well as the 
doctor's words to Ganga's husband, explaining the rGason for 
the stillborn child. The Muslim girl visits the doctor with 
her husband, (sheis.pregn~rtt) and the doctor advises her to 
have few children, roid use the loop.for spacing. The main 
arguments n.re the mother's bee.1th being ruined by repeated 
pregnancies, the stillborn child illustrating this, 8.Ild th0 
poor. and weak condition of the children and mother 2.Ild tho 
children's neglect when they are numerous. 

The respondents for this film consisted of 5 men ( 3 Muslim 
Gada, 1 Muslim Teli c.nd 1 Hindu Saini) and 5 woz;:ion ( 2 Iiindu 
Saini, 2 Valmiki and 1 Muslin Teli). A brief ~0scription 
of the respondents is given below, stating their Gx,csure 
to media, their understanding of family planning and their 
general attitude in these respects. 

MASHOOQ HASSAN, a Muslim Gada, is 30 years old and h::i.s two 
sons and a dc.ughter. He C.?n read nnd write Urdu. 

His 1;1edia con tact is limited.. Nevertheless, he sees dram 
a.nd films 3 or 4 tines a yca:r. He likes short filns as 
they give info:mation, end evGn non-liter~te people can 
underatmid then. 
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]y family pla.'1.ning, h€ unacrstands that one shouJ d. !'['-::: _.r r•rer 
children a.,,d that there should be spacing betwe:-- :t:.:r:. 
is favourable to famiJ.y planning, saying that livin,, ~ .. 
costlier and the population is increasing. 

llUDDHU, 30 years old, is a Muslim Gada. He has two chil.:..::·cn. 

His media contact is negligible, but·he sees dram;.s and 
nautanki twice or thrice a year. A film a month is th0 rule 
with him. He has seen short films as well. Re could not 
say why he likes these. 

By family ph:nning he underst2.nds 'hav( a v::i.secton-y d::,nc, 
and stop ceo:ring child::-c;n'. Asked about his own opinion, 
he was evn.sive 2nd s=iid th:--.t e7.ch man should a.ct r;cc9rding 
to his own wish0s. 

GULSHAl~AB:BAR, a fatsli:.!1 Gada, is about 23 or 24 years old, 
and has two _sons. He has studied upto the fourth class. 

His contact with r:::.dio a.nd traditional media .is freq_uent. 
He sees dramas four .or fi vc times. . .a yeo.,r. Re ,has not seen 
films except for our previous show. 

He clained to know nothing c..bou t f;:i,mil~r planning :i.nd henc c 

h:::.s no opinion. 

Nl,'R ILAHI, a Musli~ Teli is 25 years o]d ~nd has one son. 

His media con:r-.ct is good. He sees da:r:ce Md scnc shows 
and drnn~ throe or four tim.:,3 a yco:r, ~nd eight to ten filos 
a year. He li.KGS short filres bt>Cr-.use "'they hnvo useful 
ir..forn::-.tion 11 -md they "IC also entertaining. 

By family planning re understands that one should have only 
a few children. For himself, he said that it was a11 right> 
and he also said that his wife is~ user of the loop. 

MAN SINGH, a Hindu S::ini, is 26 years old a.'1.d h"..s one son. 
He ho.s been to school upto class eleven. , , • 

His contact with r::.di o nna printed n:edi:J. is l:S mited s tut he 
sees song ~nd :1.2..nce :::hCMs a.nd dr:unc.s two to four tines a. year. 
He sees a £ ilm nearl Y e~rc?:y month, and has s0cn ahort films ' 
as well. He likes o~ly those films that are relevant. 
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family planning he understands having only a.s many 
bild.ren a.s one' s means permit. His own view of f a.mily 

i,1,uming is that our country is poor because its population 
1aaa increased too much. A large family means that sometimes 

ere is enough to eat and sometimes not - these are times 
~ inflatio:i. If one familY has a smaller income it lowers 
the wealth of the entire country. So, everyone benefits by 

tamilY planning. 
Saini, is 24 years old, and has two children. 

Her contact with radio and printed media is linited. She 
aees 'svan.ne;s' and dral!las once or twice a yea!:• She h2.s 
seen short films. She likes them as they show all kinds of 

improvements. 

By fal!lily -planning she understn.nds any oethod to keep the 
family small. Her attitude to it is favourable and sh~ says 
that these two children ~e enough for her. "The times 
are ha.rd, and so there should be less children". 

RAJ0J3ALA, 25 years old, is a Hindu Valoiki and has t\olo 

children. 
Her media contact is limited, and she has seen 'song, drama, 
Romlil~ a.nd filn', twice or thrice o. ye~. She sees short 
films as well, '1Ild likes them, too. She says that they show 
proper r.nnners, a.nd depict all kinds of new nethods. I 

l3y f2.0ily pln.nning she understands having fewer children. 
She n.dds: a-.£-i Qcf:7 q ~,,.,.TI" "L."l:.cfl e_ She herself 
would not 1:ike to hil.ve too many children, because their 
incooe is 1ow~ and sn.id th~t she tries not to h~ve DilY oore 

children. 
MINA, is a l-1uslio Go.dD..• She is 21 years old e..n.d has one 

daughter. 
Her oedia contact is practically nil. By faro.lY plenning 
she understands having fewer children. Her own opinion is 
tho.tone should not have too manY children. With a few 

children everything gets along fine. 

KAUSHAL, a Hindu Valsiki, is 18 yc;>rs old and has no children. 

Her ncdia contact is linited. She has had a few books recd 
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out to her, and makes an annual visit to the '~ovies mela • ' ' 
etcetera'.. S110 has s~en o ::E,J short films 2nd :c.as li!Ced. 
them. She did not say why she: liked films; merely that since 
the whole world was seeing filµis, she too saw film~. 

She claimed not to knm•• about family planning and hence has no 

opinion. 

KAi''iALA, a :aindu Saini, is 25 years ol" and has two children. 

Her medfa. ccnt3.ct is limited, but she m·'.I1Gf,'8S to see rtr.mlila, 
, ... 'sva~g• ~ c,_11d fi lrr; twice or trxice a ~;u:..r. She. has 
seen some short filills 3nd li~es films bec~use they provide 
a window to the world, 11nd one shoul 1l keep in touch Yith 

wh3.t goes on in it. 

J3y fnmily planninr- she understands that one should have fewer 
children. Her ovm opinion is that many children make for 

misery. 

ANALYSIS 

Two of the men said that the~r would have liked the film better 
with song ap.d ..::ance. Two others liked the film somewhat. 
One respondent, I1ashooq_ Hassan, resented such fil:ns al iogether, 
sayinf' that persuasion by fear is wrong, and persuasion by 
film is ineffective as showing examples of other people's 
lives arni stories rnal.es no difference to the individual's 
watching it and it is better to have person-to-person 
persuasion taking into consideration each individual's 

problcr:,s. 

All the men expressed spontaneously that the ~eopl€ and the 
environment of t 1"}c film was somehow different fror.1 the:irs. 
:But nevertheless, the;,- alco strongly felt that the characters 
weru real; in fact, one respondent stld of the film and 
char;::.cters .Lh:,t it W'\.S 11rec,listic 11

• Language W:'..S fou...--id to 
be differe::1,c fror:i their av:n b:,' thre._ me::1, but th1..; oth0:i.·s 
f01.-i.:1d it far;-.if-iar, thv::,r undcrst:::.,od. t;i. ... ,..iln. 

All the :::icn, .::::ccpt one, not onl:- pl::,..ccd the fil:-- :1s concG::-cii:.1G 
f-:.:-iil:, plc .. Lr.in•t but n.ls::> identified the doctor • ... s th£ or.c i,;ho 
delivers tr.is r:1:.csave. Ono of then also s:i.id th'1.t R3.zi2 .. adopts 
fa,ily plc.ni1in£;, c-~n{ c.ncthc:r rcsponclont :r.P.nti oncd tr.'l t t}:~ 
fil□ W8.S about f~:.r.ily p1a.'"'ning, ~nd specifically, the loop. 
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Se'l·.1entia.l reco:::istr::---t :>:::i wa!'l done by tnree of tnem. 

Though the dargah was ·~membered by four of the cnen, ')nly 
one man recognised it ~s that of Haji Mastan. (In ·the film, 
one of.the func~io~s of _showing this particular da.r~ah was to 
evoke its :~i=-0c12tion w!.th both Hine.us and Muslims.) 
Nevertheless, none of them r0alised'its aignific~nce. In 
fact, I-Ian Sin.sh, a :S:ir.::u, mac.e a rene.rk that whatever you 
do. yc·1 can never brir.g the F'iiniu~ a.!ld .[uslims together, 
thinking this to ts enc of ~he objectives of the film. 

Th~ maitl stcrylipG w~s rollowed by G0st of t~e men, that is, 
the r:uslir.:i cou;,le a=-e in the d:ug~h, they buy bangles, 
Ga:,g3. is ill ::ind h3,:.:i ::;tillb0rn chilc. R,azia looks after 
her at that point, 'he d.oc ..,o·.::-comes ~·.nd the ge:.-1era:l condition 
of :Bir:dc. 1 s ,,:ife -n-:1 fc..:r:i.l~ ?..}:e re.ne::' cr8<i. Later, Razia 
goes t0 the doctor ~.na. th, J.·)ctor 'J.dYisJs her.- to h:-:i.ve fewer 
children, space tho;-: cu+, wd use n. 1-~op for this purpose. 
Onl-:,· ·0~18 rcspondc:1-t: -t:~::iught -tlw .. t E.a.ziP., c.ftcr gGttir:g r:mrricd 
":.t tr..·1 :lo.rgc.h, wc..s ,~r-~J.p:p:" os sho h~c. nJ child un1 v:en~ to 
tho J.cc-+:or· for a r0t.cJyj Wl'1 got trc:i.tecl·successfully. He 
re'"'l,,:-bc:red what ha.p~cr.eJ to }Jindfl.' s .rif.} but did not connect 
th~t with Rnzia in any wa--.,·. 'i.'his 02.11 also said -+:h:it Rc..ziD. 
W<>..S hc.?-PY at the 2nd o.s she had succ;:rnsfully borne r. child. 

"'hough the ov,,rall rec'.!11 of tne :r:en ,10.~ good, there arc 
ce::-t2 .. :i.n points to b.=-:: ::1otcd o;:i the n-Jgative sid£. -:'hc1·g:1 
th'J conditic!,l of Bind.:-..' s wife was :.C(..::t'3

1'1'h,.,r~d, ::.s -:2.so ~he 
events thc-::.t occur whG~1 Ro.zin. is th2re, - the p_·_tc·'1'3T :.;f 
wc.ter gets prokcn, tee cnildron pe3ter -·-~zia, "..r.d t:c.e :i.o.rso 
nunber of children, - wh2 .. t the doctor s~ .. ~.d to :J:i;i_:-,, iq n"t 
reric~bered on first ques+,ioning, w!'l0r0a--: wirnt "::I'C ,::.id tc 
a.~~io. is re~enbored. Also, convers2;i;io1 n.-c th•J bc;.,[;lc:.;:1.C.}: 
or be";;vaen Rc..zic, c..ncl her husbc..nd in R::v:..:.n.

1
::; h:1;..:;1... ·.~c.s '1".:t 

reco.lled, even t,hou,,.,.h -chc incidents t 11c.,::;E:-l-.,cs •· • ....:-•­
re::eI!lbered. (The conversc.tion :i.t bc--':h -:;r.ese :_:i:.['..~Os .:..r.for:-. 
n.b :iut Rr .. zia.' s pregnn.ncy • o.nd he:.:- pro J ec tecl fc:~::-E c..i't<?r sc-:-~ng 

Ga.1'1go.1 s dead child.) 

Sinilo.:::.-ly, only o. cou:r:,le of the non. clirily recc..lled th~.t ~,iben 
R'lz-,ia co.r::e to her 01::n house, sh2 wo..s fr.:.ehte11crls but e·.-en 
these two nen did not undcrs tnnd th"' se..iu.:::nce of ~he ..:'l -i.sh O".C:~ • 
and the r;iental proi::ess thr,,t a,-,_zia. wc:.i.t ~lrro~h. N:me of' -1:;he 
i:::.en understood this scq_ucnc·e, 1mlilc~•·t~1~ w:Jn-=n, wlw did. 

There wns c ,)nfusi en .'.'.::: to why Rn.zi<1. wen-~ t~ tho d,)ctor • Only 
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two men realised that she was pregnant. Two others thought 
that she was ill and therefore went to the doctor, but tr.e 
latter advised family planning in the course of her 
conversation. One respondent, of course, thought the do~tor 
gave her a remedy so that she could have a child. 

All the men were unclear as to the flashforward in +.,h~ , " enc., 
except the man who misread the film completely and thought 
that Ra2,ia was cured and w::i.s haJ>P.Y with a be,by. It i 8 

interesting that the other men, unlike the women, w0r~ not 
very dcfini te and expressed their doubt as to wh2t th'- l~st 
sequence meant, saying, "It is not clear in the film if 
she uses the loop or not", 11it is unclear if she used the 
loop, or actually ha.d a. child 11, "I do not u.ndcrst0..nd whv 
there n.re so m3.Ily photographs of children, and sudd·.?nly~ 
there is a child on her lap, n.nd then et the end there is 
no child a. (In the film, the intent was only to show R::.zia' s 
vision of the child and her happiness thinking of it). 

All the women said definitely th.~t they liked th~ film; two 
of them even said th2.t they liked this film ::i.s it "showed 
truths of life", and "talked wisely of them" o..nd for "its 
message of fewer children to help the mother's health 11

• 

Only one woman said that though she liked the film, it would 
have been nicer if it had been a "city film 11 

- a commercial 
film. All the women also found the characters real. 

Most of the women claimed to understand the language. Also, 
four of them could do a sequential reconstruction of the 
film, though only with help from the interviewer. Four 
of the women recognised it as a film on family planning, 
and two ( on questioning) idc:n tifi ed the doctor as delivering 
the message. 

Tho dargah was recognised for what it was by three women 
but identified by none. Two of them confused it for a 
house or a hospital. 

The main storyline was rem,rr.bered correctly by all the women, 
that is the Muslim couple are in a dargah (oT so~c other 
place),' the;y buy banglGs in a baza~, Gange.. is ill, R:.zi ~ goes 
to look after her, gives her water, the doctor co:::ies, '.lnd a 
dead child is born. Later, Razia goes to the doctor ~nd 
she is advised to have less children. 
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Binda' s wife's condi ti Jn war :'articularly mentioned by all 
the wcimen, that she w~s in pain and weak; the pitcher breaking 
ir.cident was mentione,. by three women and two of them mentioned 
the large family around the woman. 

T:·. )ug!-1, l~':c the men, the "··onen did not recall the conversation 
b~tveen Rc1zia and her h'..ls·oru1d in the bc:..ng~ e shop and 12.t er in 
tl.ei::- house; unlike the men, they all understood the sequence. 
~hen Razia comes home from Binda's house. They said that 
she recalled what she aaw, was frightened, and went to sleep 
after a lot of thought er thP.t she almost f"..inted. 

A€ain, unlike the m2n, all the women except 0.nc rc"..liscd _that 
Ra-:ia was pregnant anJ so went to the c.octor. :'hr•Jo of them 
saic. that the doctor 0XP.mines fu.z;ia, .:i.nd one said. th'J.t the 
doctor told her she wo..s go~ng to have a child in two month's 
time. Four of the wonen rec~lled wh~t the doctor told Binda 
oi+er the birth of the de,-,,d child, though two did so on 
rc-9cated questioning. All t:'le women remembered the .gener~ 
~c.-,ice the dor::tor g-we Ro..zia reg'.7.rding having fewer children 
tc, ensure better heal th of the mother [L"ld children; four of 
Uem recalled spacing as a practice to be followed, e.nd two, 

th~ use of the loop as a method. 

The 1:-.st sequence was misunderstood as Razia in f.:i.c t having 
1 ehild, and consequently being h.:i.ppy. But all of then 
1t leapt realised th~t she was happy, and unlike tho nen 
rc:ated it to the doctor's advice, tlmt is, she was happy 
be~auae she followed the doctor's advice of having fewer 
crildrcn, and spacinz them out. In two cas~s they related 
her happiness also to her using the loop. 

In comparison with the nen, the wooen's recall in the filo 
w.:i,3 as good o..s, if ncit better at tines, than thc,t of the 
mc'1. The orl~- thing that some of them did not recall was 
the loop as a method and the dargah; on the other hand, 
~~y of the other eleMents like the effect on Razia of her 
er9erience ~n Binda's house, and the fact of her pregnancy, 
regis"t ered with -t:te women. However, it is interesting to 
no.;e the different rcc:.ctions of the men and women to the 

last -:equence~ 

This level of recall of the women was de s:pi te the rutic enc e 
ex:_:>rc:--sed by four of them that "I a,.'!l nc"c educatccl, I cannot 
rtmerr.~Jcr tho filn or answer these questions"; "I can only 
rcnem";)er when I see tee film, I have forgotten now"~ "I do 
not ha·,e any children, I do not remember anything of the 
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film" anc. two of them saying that "I saw the pictures, and 

did not listen to the talk". 

'The film's overall credibility was higher for the women than 
the men and so was their "liking" of the film, which was 
quite unconditional and emphatic in a couple of cases. 
Though both men cU1.d wonen showed quite c. high degree of 
involvcnent, the wonen's was greater tha.,.'1 the cen. 

One of the men said he was affected b~• and felt afraid of the 
pregnant woman's condition. Another respopdert said that the 
clown figure's warning to :Binda that :1c sho1:,lc n~t -produce too 
many children affec·ced hirr most. Iutt r:everthelcss~ all of 
them said that the film as such han little or no ef:cct on 
them, saying that the film was like a dream seen at nieht and 
lost now. Besid.:!s, according to one respondcnt, films are 
about 'other' people 0nd not about the individual conccrn(:d 
and persuasion by using examples of sor:ieone else is 

ineffective. 

All the men agreed thz.t Binda hc.d too man~r children. So the 
facily was poor .:md the mother and children were weclc '.lI1d 
ill. However, all of them did not agree with the doctor 
th~t the stillborn child was due to the wife's repe~ted 
pregnancies. Two of the nen diso.greed with the doctor scyinr 
that wha,t she snid was not true in 2.11 cnses and it was 
wrong to generalise, as they had seen nany wonen in good 
health after h~ving borne several children. The others 
agreed only vn.gu3ly. Therefore the credibility of the first 
n,rgumen! of the film as expressed by the doctor was low. 

But when the poverty :::.nd illness 2.lld disoyderly condition 
of Bindn's faoily WGS given as the reason for ha~~ng less 
children, this wc,s perceived, and founrl f?,vour ·.vi th four of 
the r::,:m, thou 6h one o: then preferred not tc sp::1ce children 
but to hnve th.::r: in quick succ essicn c.11': -:;hen a:1.)pt a 

terminal nethod. 

When qu2stionod rcgnrding wh::1t they would do thenselves, the 
responses of the :J2n ,:ere c ondi tion~l. They s:1ic:. tr~:it they 
would hn.ve their ,,,.ivcs consult the doctor only if the wife 
was ill ~d not fo::c a. nornn.l pregnc.ncy. With regC':Xci to 
letting her f cll"W the doctor's n.c1..vicc, one no.r.' s n.nswer was 
invali2 ~she 0J.~ not p0rceive the advice, c,J.1~ one respon~cnt's 
wife wn.s n.lready ~ user of loop. The ::-th .. r thre0 r:v-n -,1cr,.:. 
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evasive, saying it ~as upto the wife to follow the doctor's 
advice; and she would ~o so if the doctor was good. 
il ternati vely, they said that spacing should be practi~ ed, 
but the loop need not be used, because the loop could cause 
har!ll, a...71.d it ·.1as difficult to convince the wom€n to adopt it. 

So it woula seem that credibility of the argument for having 
fewer children ~nd spacing was high, of following the 
doc-tor

1 
s advice ;,. lit":le lower, and of using the loop, 

doubtful. 
Supporting factors of credibiYity like attitud~ to c~aract8rs, 
situ2.-ticn, ::1.1.ct ~o;::iophile evoked the followinf; rE:sponses. 
Th~~re were .;.'::d::-1:" strong L:ipressions 2....>1d opinions expressed 
by the 'T,en. reg2.rcinz the condition of Einda' s wife and 
fanily. There wE:ro mc.r:~' children, :Binda w2,s poor, could not 
feed t~1ern, the childrc:1 were misbehav.ad, ill and weak, the wif.: 
was wea."lc 2,nd ill, cr.d +,o'.) many chilJren ruinG<i h~r health. 
Two of them even s1.id spontane0',1slY that in condi ti_ons of 
pove,rty it was wrong to hav~ so many c hil drcn. 

On the other P-'"!.nd, "?~zin. and her husbDnd, evokDCi. mixed 
response from the me:n. 1:l~ey became critic al. Whil3 most 
of t~eo liked Razi2.., fou~d her beautiful, clever 'Uld also 
approved of her relationship with ht::,r husbnnd, 'J.I1:l. found 
then. like "cne of us", two found it str'J.I1gc tho.t thC;r2 'ilP.S 

no work to do in rlazia I s hoi.ise. One of them also stld thrr~ 
though he liked them, he found their free be11a·.,iour toward::; 
each other objectionable ~d found it strang.:: th~.t the:' woc:-e 
living alone (no other fioily ~embers). Al so, I'.'.ost c,f then 
were indiffsrent or unsyr-ip2..thetic to }kzi1' s r;;c.ction to 

he~ exJcrience at nind~'s house. 

The: ::!.tti tude t0 th8 doctor w::-.s 3.lso of o. nixed n~turc. Tw0 

of then cri.ticised the doctor for frightening R2..zi'1.• 'r::.r..::i 
of the male respondents ~,p:proved of the doctor, of R~.zL1.' :: 
visit to the doctor, '1.il.d sn.id they would cull tr..e d.:ctor in 
tines of such sickness ~s :Bind~' s wife h~d, and if his c:io'c• 
were pregnant, would h~ve her c cnsult the doc tor. One ,,f 
thc.n said he would c-,,11 the doctor only 2~tcr C?.lling s,..r.conc 
he knew froo the villc.ge; o.nother respondent said the &cctor 
tlaY be all right, but ~e did not trust the hospital '1.-~d 
would consult a docto= dependirig on the individunl doctor's 
conpetcnce. One respondent said th~t the doctor in the fi1□ 
had vested interests :,,r.d w~ntad to frighten people int0 
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adopting birth control methods. This was wrong. rTe .:,ad no 
faith in her; but in his o~~ situation he would call: coctor, 
provided he had faith in that particular doctor. Sc 7.~,e 
credibility of the doctor shown in the film was not very 
high for the men even though faith in a doctor as such was. 

The critic al attitude e.xex.ei sa:l towards some aspects of the 
film became apparent again in the proble~ of homophile. All 
the male respondents except one, found the life style --1d 
dress of the characters in the film different from thc~sel ves 
and tlrree found the language different from the~rs. 8o~t 
pointed out details su~h as "girls in our parts do not wc-r a 
burqa", or "it is not the custom for a man and wife to go 
out together", or "Razia and her husband live ::i.lon ... , I find 
that strange", or "there is no work to do i:'.1 Ra.zi2.' s house,. 
that is strange" or "the behaviour between husband and wife 

is too free and objectionable". 

All the femc.J.e respondents except o~e, said th~t the film 
hn.d an effect on them, saying thQ,t they liked truths being 
shown; end the wise mess::£;€: th:->..t w::::s put ::'.cross. Th.:oy were 
affected by th~ condition of Gn.ng~ 1 n.I'C felt feo..r on seeing 

it. 

All of them agreed with the first argument that repeated 
pregnancies ruin the mother's health, but three of the women 
added that the stillbirth was also g~d's will. One 
respondent did. not refer to the stillborn child at all. This 
argum:mt wa.s supported by their spontaneous response to 
Ganga's condition. The women mentio:1e:d her illness, the 
number of children and their condi t:i.on, and said that so nany 
children and their pove::-ty made it difficult for tr.em and 
the mother to be in good health. One of the: women mentioned 
on her own that there should not be more -than three children. 
And all thE:: women were affected by, or afraid of, Gang:J.'s 

condition. 

Their agreement with the soc ond a.rgume?ct was partial• They • th t 111· t 
all approv,)d of Razic. visiting the doctor, saying a 
is good to visit the: doctor in early pregnancy i tsel::" or 
"the clever doctor tells he::.· everything

11 
or simply, th-,.t 

Razia was happy after !:er visit to the. doctor. NevE=rtheless, 
though all the women agre~d that spacing should be pr::.i.ctis2d, 
the advice ~bout tbe loop was not rec~lled by three of the 
women and did not find favour with the two who did recall it. 
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About themselves all the female respondents said that they 
would consult the doctor, one adding that she would do so 
if ill. Followint'.5 tr:e doctor's advice was made conditional 
by two women "if the doctor's advice is good, I ·:ill f-:.llnw 
it" and t,!o women said that if they alvised the 

7 
oc) :Jr 

spacing, -i;ney would not follow that part of the 'J.dv.:.cey o,.,t 
would like to practicq,i spacing by some other method. One 
of these women explained her reason for not wishing to use 
the loop, saying that she had heard that it was hn.r:'1f

1
i.l to 

health. 

The credibility of the doctor was very high with all th~ 
women, who expressed their appreciation of her comp~tence 
and knowledge. They all agrec•d that they would call her 
in succ a situation as Ganga's, though two of them ~dded 
that they would. alE'O C8.ll someonG from their ville.ge for 

their s~tisf2ction. 

All the women felt s~'":ll~athetic towo..rds Ganga wd were 
-ufcctcd by her condition; they alpo r,~alised the difficulty 
of u large fC!.Illily as depicted in th~ film. 

There was unanimou£ approval of Razia, they aliked a her, 
found her beautiful and all the women remarked on the loving 
relationship between her 2.nd her husband and commended it. 
Two of them went further to comment that their life style 
and be:iG.viour was natural a::1.d credible, and one woman 
remark~& that her husband even took Razia out. Some of them 
mentioned that the)' liked R.1zi1 2-Y1d her husband the most in 
the film, and ne..xt to them ~;h.:c: doctor. 

All the ,.,rorr.ea remarked th::1.t the l8r-gu[!.g-e spok:m by th8 
characters W7.S differont f::-orr. their own. Three of them 
thoug;..t their clothes 7,nd ::!.ife style w--;,s similar to their 
own whil~ c-;10 wo!Ila.."l said th.1.t the charc..cters in the film 
soemed. slightly 'better off 1 than theillselves, while the 
o+,her ~aid thkt Bindc's life style w~s sir:iilar to theirs 
but R..1.zia' s wa.s urb.,.nis,1d. (This i.:.d not affect her 8.pproval 
O!: appreciation of ?::-.zio.). .All the wor:ien found the events 
univers.:11. So, for i..~1G women, the filr.1 seemed to evoke on 
err.otional response tcw!J.:--ds both the fcc.rful and. joyous 
elenents, approva:.. c· che,r:i.cters, fri.ith in the doctor and 
genernl agrecmen ~ ,:i i;h ;ill the argu..ient s except the loop. 
The film ii...,d high crcJioili ty and evoked considero.ble 

involvement. 
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INTERPREI1ATI O}T 

The recall of both the men and women was very high, with a 
sequential reconstruction done by most respondents, the 
verbal messages were also remembered. This was unusual 
considering responses to other films. It is also unusual 
that there was not much difference in the recall between 
the men and women. To be noted also is the comprehension 
of flashback and flashforward. The flashback depicting 
Razia's reactions to her experiencG at r.inda's house was 
comprehended by the women, while the flashforwa:!'.'d, depicting 
Razia' s imagination of hc:r baby, towo.rds tho end of the fil:n, 
wc.s not comprel:(mded. Perhaps usage of alre:1.dy used iri.agcs 
as in the fl'.'..shbc.ck m.-,_d~ it more comprehensible. On the 
other hr,,nd it is more likely th0t the force of nurr:1tive 
in the middle of which t11.e flc.shbo.ck wn.s placed W"'..S 

responsible for making it more comprehensible. 

Another remarkable factor was that almost all the respondents 
showed a high degree of involvement with the film. This was 
apparent from their attitude while answering questions, which 
was eager and definitive. It was also apparent from the 
way the men showed discrimination anu a critical eye for 
detail, even if only to point out what they disliked or 

disapproved of. 

This degree of involvement and a positive attitude to talking 
about the film w::1s despite the men's saying the film had 
no effect on them or that the language of the film was 
different from theirs, or that they would hc.ve liked it 
better with song ~J1d dance. Amongst women, recall and 
involvement were high despite the reticence on the part of 
some of them to tc.lking about the film, saying that they 
did not remember the fil:n and that they were uneduc::a.t~d. 

Nevertheless, it becane appa:rent th::Lt the filo had nuch more 
appeal for the women. Though the men had a high recall 
and, by a process of logical thinking, ugreec. wi t~1 most of 
the cl.Xguments of the filra, the women seemed to have been 
eooti anally involved. They we:re spontaneous i;i their 
appreciation of Ruzia wd her husbnnd while being synp~thatic 
to :Binda and his f.u:,i1Y, and fearful of Go.nga' s condi t:.on. 

There was also an almost unanimous appreciation of the doctor 
in the film, and she had a high credibility for the women. 
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se:ise 
or 

For 

•rhis is not to say that t:ie film was effective in t:1e 
that it persuaded its audience to change its attitude 
motivate action, but it provoked definite responses, 
discussion, and on the women, had an emotional effect. 
the most part, it had high credibility for the women. 

'"'he responses to this film was also fre.e )f self-contr:..rlicticm. 
The proble~s shown in c~e film were lir.kod to ·family plar.:iing 
as a solution, and. tL:: n:::-gu.a11er_ts were perceived. If only 
spacing was acceptablG ~.nd not the loop, it W['.S not becausv 
the argument for it was inv~lid, but 00cause tho loop as a 
~~thod was associated wi+b bad experiences of the respondents 
or their c,cq_u[ll.nt~nces. Ir. o..rs C".se, the film did not 
cmphc..sise the p"..X'ticulQr n~thod, but recon.~cndcd it for~ 
particul--.r patient, :R_,_zi8.• It i;:~pli-=:d suitc.'1ility to the 
individual as n. conilition for its us<l. ('Lhe doctor s"'..YS 
to Razi-,_, "you c2.n use the loop, in ny opinion, it ·-1ill 
suit you 11.) Correspondingly, the respondents' re::1ctions w0re: 
not hostile or· evo.sivc, but expressed c..pprehGnsion ::bout the 
loop, not entirely closing their ainds to pcrsu~sion about 
it, provid..;d.they found their doctor satisfc.ctory, or its use 
satisf2..ctory. This response could be c~lled -pcsi ti vc ::1s w c 
:J,!:'e not -,_t this pOiLt prcsuning on~ fil~'s c"'..pncity to c~us0 
o.tti tudinc..l ch,--..nge or o.ction but :-.t leo..st to be ,::onprehcnd-::d

9 

~c provoke involve~ent, to be considered seriously, tc be 
credible ~nd c:1.use the ::i.udicnce to rel.,_te to it. 

This kind of 
11
posi tive 11 response, with high recall from men 

a.:-d wo~en, fair credjbility from all the respondents and a 
high deg~ee of involvement ~as despite the usual negative 
factors, u;:e an entertainment expectation of media on the 
part of the men, a critical attitude to factors of homophilc, 
and~ reticent attitude to being interviewed on the part of 
the women. It can be largely attributed to the nature of 

tl-.e film. 
Th, film is ,, siraplY p=esen ted "story" film, using c harac tcr s 
and di~logu~, a,.nd ~ linr3.T, tempor~l constructi0n. This 
partly exphins tho degree of recall• \·/hen 'lil achronoloeical 
sequence is used ,iithin thCs flow, the force of narrative 
seems to =.ke it c omprehens i bl e; w he:i it is used out side it, 
it remains incomprehensible• At the sane tic:e the filn was 
subtle, and did o,ot o·oviously push its "1essage but did it 
through its ch:,eoters. The characters :,re projocted 
strongly and o;re well-developed, not stereotyped. Tho fil□ 
is carefully blended with a 10:,d of s.ootiono.l undertones, 
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sustained throughout the film. The relationship between 
Rn.zi::~ ,'.:...l'ld :10r husband~ or the drat:::'.atic nonents in Rr:.zio,1 s 
expori.mce in Gane:a' s house, or the effect on h2r lc,ter, 
all help to sustain it. • This was borne out in recall also. 
The broken water pitcher, the screaming children and the 
"love" between Razia and her husband were sponta:ieously 
mentioned. _These emotional undertones and the strong· 
~haracterisation caused not only high involvement, but in 
turn in.flueneed recall favourably~ as once there is 
involvenent, the attention is sustained better. 

The doctor is a.gain well. portrayed, involved once in the. 
village situation and t;1en in .her own environment, the 
cl~nic. She is clear a...Dd sympathetic anc at tho sa□e time, 
sufficiently different and removed from the villagers, in 
her reanner and appearance, to give an impression of • 
competence, and evoke respect • .Except for one respondent, 
all the others reacted favourably to the doctor, especially 
the women. 

The special appeal for the wor.ien as corrpared to the □en, could 
be because the central character was a woCTan (Razia) who is 
projected strongly. And the overall good response cculd also 
be influenced by the fact tr.<Q,t the central charc,,cters, Razir:. 
and her husband, belonged to _the age group that our res:pon:ionts 
could identify with, while the older couple, Binda Q.nd Ge,ng2., 
was used as a counterpoint. Razio.. and her husbo..."1d provided 
a fc,cus for identification through whoo the neg,\tiv0 si tu7,tion 
of Einda could be perceived. 

The spe-cial appeal fer the wooen perh2.ps c.lso 0X}.}l;rins :U1C·thor . 
fenture of response. This filo has Muslims fc,r its cc-'1tr;:-J_ 
ch~acters. .Anong the men, tbi:: only Rindu rcspon::1-::nt L1,L

1
_ 

an unfavourable response. On the other hnnd, 2, 1'1us1-~!"'-s_J..'1 

also had nn unfavourable response to the file. Among the 
wonen, four were Hindus o..nd one was Muslim. T':i:::y icll l:.~u e, 

f ~voura'ble response. So though there is nothi:o.~· conclusive 
0 -

to prove that the sectarian aspect of the filrr; had an;r 
influenc·e on res}lonse patterns, on the other hand, there are 
definite indications that the central character, beir.~ a 
woman, _and well projected, evoked a definite response r;attern. 
The women reacted more positively than the men. 

The argument of women's health and the poor condj tion of ·a 
large family carried validity and the method pushed was of 
spacing and not of terminating; this also found favour. 
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OnlY the specific methOd of the loop did. not, and a couple of 
respondents, while "<>"eeing with spacing, said there were 

method.S other than the loop for that. 

Factors of homophile ".ad c,.cs critic:illY observed by the 
men and therefore if they C.ad ~ore bomophile with the film, 

it ~ight have influenced them more. 

Looking at the respond nts' gen ,r:il o.ttitudc to hmilY 
tlonning as expressed before they were inteniawed cbOut the 
film, and rel~ting it to tCeir response or. seeing ,he film, 
there emerges o.n unusud pattern w'1ich indico.tes th1.t the 
film mn.de some difference to the respondents, To i1e.n Singh, 
who wo.s favourable to f1.:rilY phnninG, it c,ade a nepti•1e 
di ff er enc e, He res"" ted the f e1.r el e·_,.,n t employ od in the 
filn, :iistrustcd the doctor whO me.de on cxanple of the 
fesrful situ1.tior., dis.,_groed with the use of the loop end 
spacing as he f~voured v,secto=Y, and finally :icde c rowecrk 
that ncthing can brin~ the Hindus o.nd Huslins together, 

The opinions of tCose who were generally fcvourcblc to f1.oilY 

plr.nning rc~ained the s~ne tow~rds the filn. 

·Those who were non comittal or said they had no opinion were 
provoked to say sonethin, definite about fc,,.~ilY planning, 
which w"-s favourable, even if condition"l to not usinG, 
particular device like the 1oop, or to their o,m doctor 

giving then so.ti sf'1.ct 0ry e,clvice. 

Therefore, on the whole, Teen Saal Bn.sd is a filn that was 
effective in so fo.r as it evoked invclvenent end definite 

res:;,onscs, held attention o.nd h~d a fcir ~,iaunt of 

credibility. 
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TEEN GHARANEY 

Teen Gharaney was shown on 3 January 1975 in Chaudhary 
Jai Pershad I s house in Sul tanpur village. The audi e.'1C e 
consisted of Hindu Sainis, Harijans, Khatris and i.fw.slims. 

The film has a theatrical format, with characters .and 
dialogue, and is in an urban lower middle cla~s setting. The 
theme is a comparison between two families, one of which is 
small and well off, t:1e other is large, noisy and in sh3.mbles. 
These two families are neighbours of a newly married couple 
~ho have moved in near them. This couple, Mala and her· 
husband, are the ~errtral char~cters of the film. There is 
dialogue throughout except for the last section when a 
voice-over is used to represent a conversation betw€en a 
family planning worker and this couple. The film has general 
arguments for family planning. 

Our respondents consist of 5 men (4 Hindu Chamars and 1 Hindu 
Jhecmar, a lower c1..ste) and 5 wom0n (1 Hindu Saini, 2 llindu 
Klu!.tris 1 Hindu Jhecmar, a lower caste, "'.Ild 1 Hindu Cha.mar). 
The sample was ~11 Hindu, as the audi0nce consisted l:i;rgely 
of Hindus, representative of Sultanpur ville.ge itself. 

A brief de scrip ti on of the respondents is given b ,?low, stating 
their exposure to medi~ 2.11d tmderstanding of family pl<'.Ililing 
;.Tid their gener:u. 1..tti tude in these respects. 

ATRU is~ 24 ycxr old Hindu Jhecmar. TI~ hns 2 children 
surviving. His media contact is very limited, but he sees 
drrur.2-, Ramlila and 'svaangs' occasioncilly. He has not been 
to the cinema or seen short filns, not. even our previous 
film shows. 

By fa.oily planning he underst-7.nds hc.ving only n. few children. 
Re did not, however, give his own opinion. 

MARENDRA SINGH is a 23 year old Hindu Chamar. He has studied 
upto class four and ms one d~ughter. His media contact is 
frequent. He has books re~d to hi~ occasionally, sees draI!k.~,. 
song and dance, ta.o~sh~ ond 'svaangs' seven or eight tines 
n. Year. He sees novies eight or ten tir,es a year. He h::i.s 
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seen short fil~s a.s well, but does not like them, because he 
says they are useless and does not concern him. 

:By famil:r planning he understands having only a few children 
but does not give his own opinion. He said 'what opinion ' 
can I zive'. 

LEELA is a 30 year old Rindu Chamar. He has no education 
ai"1d has two sons and t,,.·o da'U{;ht ers. 

His media contact is very linited, 
dranas four or five tim&s a year. 
likes them but docs not say why• 

but he man8ges to se2 
He has seen short films 2.:id 

lie undcrstends by family planning thct it has to do with 
children. lie is not clen:r and gives no opinion. 

SHO:SRA RAN is n. 23 year old Hindu Chcmn.r. He hns studied 
upto clnss eight and has no children. 

His media contact is ordin.'.:l.I':'.,• Ee seldom ren.ds books :::,nd 
:iewspcperss but sees 'sv::>:,r-.ng' and dramas occasionally, through 
the ye::ir: Ro secs novi cs two to four tines e ycro::. He has • 
seen some short filr1s n.nd likes thcI'l bcc~use one gains 
knowledge froo then, s0es ~11 kinds of things in then. 

:Sy fe.r:iily pl,3,11ning he underst:2.nds h·wing fewer children 
through •~cdical interference'. Ho did not however give his 
mm opinio!'l except t:;nt he would not pr'.",ctice it at the 
noDent, :1s he a.id not h2..v2 ::-.ny children. 

-
RAJJl> .AL is c, 25 y0n:r ale, filnd.u Cha,.'11r..r. Ee hns stud icd upt o 
cl:-,ss eight and hn.s no child .• 

His media contact is fre~uent. 
off and on, sees dramns four to 
ten to twelve times a year. He 
and likes them because they are 

He reads newspapers and b·ooks 
six times a yea:r, and movies 
has seen short films 1.s well, 
educnti onal. 

:Sy family planning he understands incrcc.sin[' tho fn.mil;v only 
after careful thought. One should not h;-,.V.J too mr-_-.1y children: 
He doos not say cloa:ri:-, however, whn.t his opinion is. The 
interviewers felt ·that most of the men were unwilling to reveal 
their actual feelings ns they were afraid of the motives cf 

the intervi0wcr. 
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O!tA is a 25 year old Hindu Jheemar. She has one son Qnd one 

daughter. 

She does not have any media contact: once in a while, may'be 
sne hears the newspaper or a magazine being read aloud. She 
~~s seen Ramlila and'svaang' a year ago. She does not go 
~o the movies. She h1s seen some films on f~rminG• She 
likes short films because they show things c onnccted with 

faming. 

By family planning she understands having only a few children. 
She agrees with it in pi:inciple; She said that she' h2.d two 
children herself and bringing them up was dif fieul i; ;. if there 
were t:1ore, how wduli he be able .to provide for their food. 

VEDRAl!I is a 20 y0ar old Hindu. Aror~. She has studied upto 
elass eight and hns no child. 

Hcr-oedia contact is good. She re~ds the newsp0pers 6.nd 
periodicc.ls throe or four tines a weel-::. She sees Ramlila and 
dranas twice or thrice a yc1r. Sho goes to the n~vies once 
or twice a ye[l.r. Sh.:: has not seen short filr,s, nor our 
previous file shows; 

By fanily planning she understands using some ~ethod to k2ep 
tho number of children down. Hor own opinion is thut one 
should h~ve only two children. These are ti~os of inflation 
~nd it is not possible to gJt by with DanY children. If 
there are only 1. f0w children their food, clothing 1 o..nd 
other needs cun be ~ttendod to. 

SANTO SH, wife of Soli-c."\n, is .'J. 22 ycr,,r old Hindu Aror2.. She 
has studied upto the clasG eleven and h~s no child. 

Hor nedia cont~ct is frequent. She reads dtory-books. She 
ms seen Ra.Dlila, but th~t w::ts two years "fsO. Sh·e h.:-.s not 

seen short fil~s. 

:By fanily pla.nning she understn.nds having fewer children. She 
also would like to huve only two children, so thnt everything 
about theD c~n be attended to. In tines of infl'J,tion it 
becones i~possible to feed the children properly, what to say 

of their con.forts. 

KAHALA is a 24 year old Hindu Saini. She has no educa.ti on 

and hus one son. 
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She haslow media contact. She nas seen Ramlila two years ago, 
manages to see a film a year. She has seen short films and 
likes them because the~~ show moving pictures, and also some 
useful things like ploughing and faming. 

By family planning she understands having only a few children. 
She tDo thinks that one should have only a fe\'1 children, as 
many as one can afford. If there are only two or three 
children, expenses will be less and ull the cr..i.ldren can be 
attended to! 

S.Al.1TOSH, wife of Shobha Ram, is a 19 ye~r old Hindu·Chamar. 
She h.?..s no education nnd has no children. 

Her media contact is very limited. She hus seen Rumlila a 
year ago, and ~secs films once or twice a year. She has not 
seen. any short· films. 

By family planning she understands having only a £ew children. 
Her own opinion is that·the numbor of children should 
correspond to one's income. In these times of inflation one 
cannot get by if one has too many children. Many children 
cun neither be fed, nor clothed, nor educated. 

ANALYSIS 

J,;ost of the men liked the film for its entertctinment value, 
saying that it was fun, though one man said that he liked 
it as it showea an older woman advising family planning, 
and this unfortunately does not -happen in his village. None 
of them questioned the credi bi·li ty' of the medium as such 
and found _the characters true to life. 

One of the I!len said that the language was a little different 
and he could. not follow it, and one I'J[ln said that he "did 
not know" if be followed the ln.ngu.'.lge. The rest found the 
language fa~iliar, though they distinguished it as urbnn 
language, c!.nd on(; respondent said, "every filn has the same 

language". 

Fou:r of the men said that the filn wcs about,fa~ily planning 
ruid one even said thn.t it wc.s about 11he.ving less children 
so th,.-,_t their educ.-,tion was good". J3ut one nan, though his 
rec~ll was good, s~id that the film is not about 3.11ything, 
"we see it for div_crsion". This reflected his attitude, 
whether he chose to receive.or reject a messagc,rathcr th~.n 
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his coraprehension. Ex~ept for cne ~en, the others d~d not 
recount the story., When ,:,,sked to do so, they ;:ierely 
~entioned either the ~ess['..ge of the filn, or ra0ntioncd the 
fa.oily ple.nning clinic wher~ the doctor c.dvises the newly 
married couple regarding their family size. 

Despite not being nble to r8count the filn's 0vonts 
sequenti['..lly, the recall was very ~gh, covering '111 events 
th~t took plo.cc. The exception was the visit of the 
1.strolog~r 'lt ~he end, wr..ich wo.s not rer:;_0oberod by only two 
of then. I:1 this fil:-i ev~n the spoken words were gener.:illy 
reoeobe:rod, like wh1t ex".ctly the nstrologer s'l.id in the 
beginning

7 
wh':.t the h1.:sb-md told l·fu.l:1 c.bout the two fqnilics, 

what the old.er wou._,.,_n t :id M-,,lc., and so ·)n. 

The exception here was what the couple is told at the family 
planning clinic. Though most men remembered that they were 
shown posters and pictures on family planning, and that a 
family planning worker was there, they did not recall what 
was said. The two who recalled did so vaguely. None of 
the men remembered that when Nala and her husband cc:me home 
from t~e clinic they mutually agreed to ho.ve only one son 
1.Ild one daughter. What was :mainly remembered w-is tho 
o.strologer, and about the two families, that the smell one 
was happy and the children were educated while in the big 
family, the household was dirty and disorderly and the 
children gave a lot of trouble. Two of them said that the 
povert;:,r was due to the le.rge number of children as both the 
families received the same inco~e. They else rcmemberd that 
when Nala visits the large fanily, she did not ev8n h..'l.ve a 
-place to sit; while she was treated. hospitably by the mother 
in the sr.mll family, 2,nd was served tea ".lld given good advice. 

Only one of the respondents was non corm:ti tta.l about recall, 
saying th'lt he did not "know so cuch" to r.iost tr,ings, though 
he ~lso mentionoc the astrologer in detail. His impression 
of the big fx:iily w::i.s that 11they were poor like us

11

• His 
attitude to the film nnd to fanily planning was negative 
and the rec.,,11 might not have been really poor but 
only reflect his unwillingness to answer questions on this 

subject. 

All thJ ·wor'.len scid tl1£.t they liked the film and rr..entioned 
thc.t they liked the girl, Mal~, very ouch and sone of then 
nentioned their liking the snall fo.nily. !Tone of the 
women questioned the credibility of the ncdiun Md found the 
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characters true to life. They all said that they found the 
language clear. 

The recall of the women was rr,ucb the same as the men, exce:;::it 
that t\10 of them did not even remenbcr thc.t 1Iala went to the 
family planning clinic. Nor could the::; rccr.11 what the older 
woman-advised }1ala, or what was she was advised at the clinic. On 

·the other hand, three of the women rcme~bered the effect on 
Mn.la of her visit to the clin,ic, saying "they, Mal8. and 
her husband, agreed that they should h['..vc one son like him 
and one daughter lik0 b0r". 

The high recall among the women was despite n couple of them 
saying, 111 do not knO\,· its messaga. I just sn.w the filr:.. 
I o.r.i. not educuted" or 11vcr:• little of what I saw remn:i.ns in 
my mind". Thii;; W[.>.S onl~· initial retie cncc to answering q1Psti ons. 

The effect on some of the men was one of enjoyment and fun 
while a couple of them said that they liked the idea of an 
olcer woman giving advice about fa~ily planning. Some of them 
also seemed to delight in the idea that the young couple 
did not fall into the clutches of the astrologer. In fact, 
the comic elerecnt in the large fanily and the defeat of the 
money seeking astrologer seemed to have mainly affected the 

men. 

Nevertheless, three of the men agreed with the advice of fanily 
planning given to ¥.ala by the mother of the small fa~ily, .::ind 
with the advice gi vcn at the faI!lilY planning clinic. They n.l so 
said that a s!:le..11 fa.r.,ily is happy and can be well looke,;d after, 
whereas 2. big far:,il~.r, unless they have a lot of money, will not 
be happy. Th0rcforc, three I:Jale respondents agreed with the 
argunents in the filn for fanily plc.nning. One of then did 
not recall the advice on facily pl8.Ilning given either by the 
older wona.n or at the clinic, and also s2.id that it w:is not 
necess:iry that~ l~rgc fn~ily be unhappy. It depends froM 
far.J.ly to f3,r:1ily. The fifth man was against f~nily planning 
and did not a,6Tee with the argunents of the filn, su,ying 
that he h~d no l~nd, and the nore children he had the nore 
oonds there would te to cam money fo~ the fanilY• 

Though all the I!len approved of 1-hla' s adopting fanily :planning, 
only those men who agrGed with the argUZ1ont in thG filn s~id 
thct they would thcnselves like to adopt it, o.nd they gave 
reasons of financi~l difficulties if they hnd ~ large f~nily. 
Nevertheless, one of them qualified his desire to adopt f~~ily 
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planning by saying that liking apart, it would be easier if 
adoption of family planning was made into a law. Of the 
two men who disagreed with the argument of the film one 
said outright that he would not adopt family planni~ 0 the 
other said that having had four childr€n, it was too late 
now, and he was afraid of having hi~self v~sectomis~d ~s 
normally one had to bribe the hospitc..l authorities 9 or 
else they would spoil the operation. He had heard of the 
bad experiences of his neighbours. 

Supporting f~ctors to argument were homophile :md appe~l 
of chcir2.cters. Tho portrny~l of the nstrologer delighted 
most of the men and they wore happy with the young couple 
for chc..sing him awc..y. They :i.11 generally liked the young 
couple, and two of the1:1 even so.id that with hunour, one 
c~ S'1.Y many truths o.nd yet not hurt anyone. Two !!len said 
that the environnent md people wore urban. Those who were 
favotrr'c..ble to tho fil2 c..lso sc..id th~t the events :u-e universal, 
even though one Jf th0n s~id that the environment is urbcn, 
n.nd the other found i~ unf['..=ilio.r. The other two did not 
know if the events were universal :,nd nossi bl e in thuir 
environ.!!lont, which wo.3 dissi8il'JX. 

On the wonen it wo..s not only the ont.::rtoi.noent aspect that 
h.1.d effect, though all of then said thnt "I was ;.1appy en 
seeing it", 2.nd somctines -:,dded '·I t')ld everyone what I 
saw". But three of the wooen nentioned thc..t whn.t affected 
then wci.s the portrayal th:::.t a sn~ll fanily will bring 
happiness ~d in a big fnnily th3re will be l,0ss ha.ppiness. 

Thos\J who clnioed th.-,_t the f il.i h,:,.,d ri.n Gffec t on them n.l so 
rcno!'1bered the advico the.. t the r::0-'.;h:)r cf the snall f-:i.nily 
gave to Mo..1-:i., '.1Ild ::i.groed with it, S['..ying that the nunb0r of 
children should be sno.11 n.s fin2r,cia.lly it becones c_ifficult 
otherwise. Tw0 of th0r: who recc.lled the converso.tion n.t 
the clinic, nlsc gene::-2.lly :..greed '.,i th the far:ily planning 
worker I s advice on hc.·:ing fewer ci1ildren, thou&,n they did 
not roncnber the rc:i.s ms b'i ven on a 1y ether details. 

But all the wcocn 2.gr~cd 't:h..,_ t a sr::oll fo.nilY is ho.ppicr than 
n. large one, though s notinos it depended 0n fate, but there 
were few lo.rge fo.nilics tr.r.t were b1.ppy. Nevertheless, ~ 
snall fanily cen be look8d after in terrJ.s ·)f fo~d, clothing, 
and educatir:n. The,se dc.ys, not onl:r ho..s educo.t1.Jn bec•:me very 
necessary, but living he.s c.lso beco.::c costlier. One of ther.i 
also so.id tho.t too nnnY children ruined~ wor.ian's he~lth. 
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All the women uniformly said that the:r would li'.'€' to -:--dopt 
famil;\r planning like Hala so that they co1.1ld have fc1-:er 
children, and look after themselves ctncl the er.J.lC::rcr~ ,,~.t:!-, 
more care and attention. 

The women liked the newly wed couple the most, and two of 
them remarl~ed 1 that it was good that they thought of faaiJ >· 
planning right at the start of their mnrricd life. Though 
three of the women found tht; film's languege diff er(nt fro!'.1 
that of their villrige, most of them found thG ev0ntr 
universal and crcai ble a.s t'1cy pointed out that th0rc ·,1ere 
families like the la.rbe fa~ily in the film in Sult!111pirr 
itself. 

So, the film had high credibility for the wo:nen, tt.eir c.ttitud1: 
to tho filn h2..ving been more serious than the :.nen. While· the, 
men enjoy1...d the eomddy nnd delighted in the astrolog·cr' s 
predicaoent, the wo:-ien g~vc more c.ttention to thG I"lcssagG 
and the central char!3.ctcrs - the newly wed coup1c. 

Iln'ERPRill'ATI 0:t-~ 

There was not :o.uch differGnce in tho response of the oen and 
women to tnis filn except that the nen were less sGrious than 
the wo::::J.cn nnd this showed both in their recall and credibility 
towards the film. 

The rcs~ondonts to this fil~ were fro~ Sultanpur, which is 
n. large vill2-b'e, in f:1.ct 2, :'kasbn.h:' with an Intcr College, 
n Mother-Child FG~lth Cent~e wr~ch h~s ~n Auxillinry Nur~e 
Midwif 8 stationed there,, as well 2-s .:i. fc.nily planning :r.l'.'!.lc 
worker. The res:,ondents were ecmcrc:.lly :-..1ore ex:posec., a1d those 
in our sa;:iple, hn.d :1 clea.rer n.tti tuc.e in fc.vour of f."..nily 
planning and a wider .:.:odi::1 cont2.ct. So~c of the woean were 

educated upto clc.ss eicht. 

Since it wc.s tho first t:il"'e interviews were ccnc.ucte:d. in this 
villc.ge, we hc'..d ev~·,sive :;:-epli&s fro:-.1 th~ :,on regardinc Uieir 
opinion on f onily pl2.;.--iri.ing, o.s ~he? did not know th: 
interviewers' :10tivos fer questioning thee. Acccrdinr to 
the interviewers t:·:cir ini tin.l response should be di scountcd 
as their lat~r ~d f-~vouro.blc rcs:oonse represe:!lted t:,cir 

actuo.l feeling. 

These "host" f3.ctors i:-i the n.udiencc n.long with the n~tur0 
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of the film itself, ptrhaps explains the high recall and 
credibility for this ~ilm. The film presents a story, with 
dialogue and charactP~s,and its ir.cidents are quite simple. 
As is ncticeable, where dialogue is replaced by voice-over 
as in the clinic sequence, there is a general drop in recall. 

]esides, the entertaining and comic nature of the film is not 
only involving,an~ holds the attention, but also has another 
function to perform. As one of the respondents himself 
pointed out, "in fun, one can say mo.ny truths and yet not 
hurt n.nyonc". T~s disguise or c,pproa.ch, was probably a way 
of not trampling on anyone's feelings an1 was effective to 
that extent. And the c.udionce w~s on its own able to read 
the facts below the fun. On the other hand, the comic element 
also served ~s ~ diversion ~nd esc~pe from specific issues, 
and this wc.s reinforced by the gcner~l nature of the message 
in the film; no p::-.rticular r:iethod, no particular argument, 
just o. gener~l st~t12nent ~bout the advisability of family 
planning, put a.cross in c.n entertaining wo.y. And this w~s 
acceptable to all except one of the respondents. 

The film wo.s projecting itself through wonen, M.~l~ o. young 
won..'1.11, and an older wooo.n in the s□all fanily. This could be 
one of the re~sons why the wonen took it oore seriously 
than the oen, even though they enjoyed it as nuch o.s the 
nen. The women even drew comparisons between the situ~tions 
shown in the large f~nilY in the filo p.nd sone fe,nilies in 
their own knowledge. Teen Ghri.raney o.ppe~led to the wonen 
nore and for o. general oessage scened quite o.dequo.te. 
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ACTUAL EXPERIENCE 

DESCRIPTION 

Actual Experience \!as shown on 8 January 1975 to a female 
audience in Sultanpur in Chaudhury Jai Pershad's house. 
The a~dience consisted mainly of Hindu Sainis, Harijans, 
Kha tr is, Brahmans a..""ld T:uslims. The men seemed uninterested 
and left the show. Therefore a second show for a male 
audience WQS held on 22 Ja.~uary also in _Sultanpur, ~t 
82.,ntosh' s mill, where the audience consisted largely of 
Muslims a..'ld riind u Sc1ini s ~d Khatri s. For int ervi owing, 
there were a large number of refuscls from the members of 
the audience Qlld therefore we ht•,Ye respondents who are 
nonrepresentative of the audience for that show. 

Actual Experience is a series of interviews mainly with users 
of the l.oop c.onducted by the director of the film or by women 
in different locations, sometimes in a clinic, sometimes in 
the interviewee's house. • The interviewer is sometimes 
visually established, sometimes only by an off-screen voice. 
At times the intcrviewer 1 s presence continues throughout 
the particular interview, sometimes only the interviewee is 
s~cn and heard. The interviews, though they start off with 
synchronous sound, often go onto using only a voice-over 
and co~bine it with related visuals, not always of tha ~ctual 
people being interviewed. 

The subject of conversation is strictly rcstricte~ co the loop, 
why they use the loop, for how long they have u.s..:d 2.. ~~ wn;--.t 
are the problems they have had on account of it. r~e they , 
continuing to use it and for how long they will do so.. 1::hcrr; 
c1re a few interviews with those who a::-e not usGrs, er have 
been past users, of the loop. A lady doctor, ::::pc.a.l:in:c;-in 
Hindi appears a couplE: of times, speaking to -..::1c. .:-..ud.:.an~e f , L • 

about her cxpcricnc~ with her patients who ha7c u:,ec.. un0 

Loop. The film uses many languages - Hindi, Punja.bi, Marathi, 

Gujnrati and English. 

Our resnondants f01: this film consisted of 5 r.icn (3 1Iusli!!l 
G~dn:s i Rn.jput .:!J',d 1 Hindu Harijan) and 5 women, (All Hlndu 
1 Khatri 2 Brc.hmr.ns, 1 Dhabi o.nd 1 S::t.ini) • A briGf 
de. scrip ti on of the respondents is.given st_ating their_ eX!JOsure 
to medin. and understanding of familyplanning and their gene~1l 

attitude in these ruspects. 
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IRFAN ABYIAD, a Huslir:i Gada, is 22 years old and has one 
daughter. He has beE·1 educated upto class eight. 

His media contact is good, and he has participated in dramas. 
He sees dramas and other shows about four times a year, and 
about fifty films in 2 year- He has seen short films as 
well, which he likes bec&usc they show new methods of 

farming. 
BY fcmilY planning he understands limiting the size of the 
familY so as to improve the conditions of tho household• 
It is cheaper and he thinks that the more people practise 

it the bctt0r it is. 
MOID.MI'IAD .'ll' JAL, a l'luslim Rtljpu t, is 22 yeo.r s old and has a 
son ~1c a daughter. He ho.s stunied upto class five. 

His media contact is limited, though he ruu,o;,;cs to see arno,s 
and •svao.ng' about ten tioes e yco:r, ond films thirty to 
forty tioes a yeo.T• Ee hes seen short films, and likes 
t~em as they explain things about farminG• 

He knOWS that f.,,nilY planting linits childbirth, and ce.n 
be used to space out children. 1lis own opinion is t•:.t one 
should not have children in quick succession, nn1 so he 
uses f ::u:iily plnnning !:ethods hi:::i.self. 

MOLJ!AR SINGH, a Hindu He.rij-.n, is 27-28 y.eo.rs old. He hc.s 
two sons nnd two daughters. He has studied upto class 

eleven. 
His oedia contact is good. He sees dra.~cs 50 to 60 tines, 
a.~d f ilns "c.b out c hundred tines c yccr". He h ~o soc~ 
shOrt l ilns o..~d likes th en as th cy give inf or~.~ Ci °' c b cu'. 
ag,,icultural production. Hy facilY plcnning be undcrssc~ds 
that one should rove onlY a few ch:ldren. With c f e" 
children, the houschOld expenses will also be s=ccll •• 

IllFA1!, a twentY yeo.r old l\uslio Gade, hes nc ohildr•"-· 

His ocdia oont~ct is good. He sees arc~'•• t=sh~, 1~C 
•svaeng' ten or twelve tines c ,·cc.~, end sees fil!'.lS 46 tiDCS 
in c yecr. He ho,s seen shOrt filns as well, which he lL:es 

t 
~..-.d other "nice things':. 

bec~use they show sones, ~c ors=· 
lly fanilY planning he understo.nds having only o. few children 

enc c.grees with it in principle. I/99 
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YUNUS, who is 20-21 years old, is a !1uslim Ga.da, who has two 
daughters. He has studied upto class eight. 

His media contact is n•rmal. • He manages to see 8 or 10 '·svaang' 
or dramas in a year ~~d about 20 films. He has seen short 
films as well and likes them because they explain things 
about farming. 

By famil~' planning he understands limiting one's family to 
two or three children. 

KRISHNA, a Hindu Khatri is about 25-30 years old and has 
four chi 1 dren • • 

Her media contact is very limited, but she has seen Ramlila 
and dre.oas. 

By fo.r:iily planning she understandstha tit is best to have 
a sr:iall fru::iily, ~nd few children. She approves of it as 
with ~ore children tI'-e expenses also increase. 

R.AKSHA, a 19 ye2.r old Hindu Brahmrui has studied upt o class 
five and has no children. 

Her media contact is lioited, but she :nanages to see R..~nlil~ 
or a song and dance show once or twice a year. She has not 
seen films. 

:By family planning she understands having- only ~ few children. 
For herself she would like only two, as it is impossible to 
support larger f~oilics these days. 

PUSHPA, a Hindu :Brahman, is 17 years old and has no children. 
She has studied upto class five. 

Her media contact is limited, but she mannges to s&d 
dranas,and song n.nd d3nce shows onco or twice a yea:. 
h~s not seen films. 

Ramlila, 
She 

:By family ~lo.nning she understands having only a f~w children, 
and she agrees with the idea, for in these tines of infl~tion 
it is not possible to get by easily. 

KELA, a 17 yen:r old Hindu Dhabi, h'.ls studied upto class eight 

and has no children. 
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Ber media contact is limited, She manages to see •svaang' 
dramas and Ramlila once or twice a year and a film annuall;, 
She has seen shOrt films as well, and liked them because they 
show all manner of things - like ~utting grass, winnowing, 

transplanting, n,nd sowing. ~ 
lly familY planning she understands hcving fewer children 
and thinks thc.t in these times of inflc.tion one ought t; 
have only a few children, or the expenses are too large. 

ROSRNl, a Rindu Saini, is 20-21 yenrs old and has a daughter, 

Her media cont~ct is limited but she has seen Ramlila, 

1 

sva~ng' puppet shows nnd dnncc drc..mo., she does not see 

films. 
lly family planning she undcrstcnds having onlY a few children, 
For herself, she thiri'cs one ought to have onlY two or three 
children as the expenses increase ani the children are a 

bother. 

Though most of the men scid that they liked the film, claiming 
that theY did so beccuse theY approved of the fa."1ilY plar.nin,; 
message in it, na.,,Y of the nen did not find it credible, 
Though nost of then understood the interview sit=tions, one 
of th eo said that though the people s.re real , the si tu~ti ons 
are artificial, AnotheT so.id, "they a.re like actors, like 
in anY other filn" and another said, "it is not c drcm, but 
I could not identify with the people, theY were sonc other 
people" • Regnrding the 1o.nguage • tbeY recili scd that tnere 
were several 1,.ngucgcs, s_one of which were unfa=.ilio.r to then, 
They coulC follow Punjabi, Jlindi and Urdu, ,ind one could 
partly understand tbrathi. llut o;ilY OJO<> of the□ saiC th,.t 
froo the waY of speech, they could tell what the interviewees 
were saying; the others admitted that manY ya,,ts of t~e film 

-were unintelligible to them. 

Nevertheless, four of the.men said that though they had heard 
of the loop earlier, on seeing the film, theY bad a clearer 
confirmation of the 1oop as a contraceptive device for 
women, Two··of them .further .said that they realised that 
it was not necessarilY harmful to one's health, OnlY ono 
man said that he gained no knowledge at all fr_om the film 
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nor did he know anything about the loop prior to seeing the 
film. 

The recall of most men was confused. Two of them remembered 
nothing .at all except th2,t people in the film were t-ilking 
about llless c hildren 11 and the loop. The three, who had some 
recall, remembered the "Lala" with 12 children shown in the 
beginning of the film wd that he w~s a non-acceptor; the 
Muslim woman who was shown in a village environment, talking 
of her house, her work, her children and that she used the 
loop wd would like to continue doing so; the Burkh.?.. clad 
woman who said that even if she h~d cnncor, she would 
continue to use the loop; "..nd the wom:;.n in so,lw2.r k2.mecj 
talking to c. doctor about h.::r expericmce with the loop. 
They did not remember wmt she said. All of the men 
remembered the doctor as having appeared three or four times 
but some of th~m said that her voice could be hc.::i.rd 
throughout the film. Only one of the men remembered anything 
of what she snid - that the loop could be removed without 
hcrn if it did not snit the patient. 

Generally, it wc.s felt thnt nore of the women were in favour 
of the loop and were happy usiP.g it. Two of the men 
specifically said that their impression after seeing all the 
women was that there was no harm in the loop though many 
people in their village feared the loop, and that if there 
was trouble, the doctor should be reported to and would 
attend to it. In disfavour of the loop, only one man 
mentioned that cancer and weakness were mentioned by one of 
the women as reasons for not using the loop. 

Very little of the specifics of the film was remembered; 
there was only ·a gen,:ral impression. that there were more 
women in the film who were in favour of the loop a."ld some 
rememb0red that the doctor advised the loop Md ~ssured 
that it was safe. 

The women I s reaction to the film was it sGlf questionable as 
many.of them were nonserious throughout the interview. They 
said that they lilrnd the film, and that they found the 
characters real, though they did not exactly undcrstn.nd the 
interview situ:"'tion,and thought that the women were talking 
to each oth~r and the doctor. Regarding the langu~ge, they 
said tm t they understood sooe of it, 3.s there were several 

languages s,oken. 
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Some of them said that they knew that the loop was to prevent 
pregnancy, and others said that they had merely heard of 
the loop and knew nothing about it. All the women said that 
they did not learn anything about the loop after seeing the 

film. 

Most of the women knew the film was about the loop. Two of 
them mentioned the "Lala 11 with 12 children, all of them 
remembered the Muslim woman in her house, doing her work 
at the grindstone and talking to the doctor in the clinic, 
and two remembered the Eurkha clad woman who said she would 
use the loop even if she had oanccr. Only one woman, 
remel'lbered Mrs Mehrn. with her large house and one wonan 
recalled that an interviewee had so.id that the loop hn.d 
caused her increased D8nstrual bleeding and stonach ache. 
Of these only two women reoarked the.t the wooan at the 
grindstone said that she used the loop,initin.lly she had 
trouble, n.nd later it settled down. What the others said 
was not recalled. The doctor's appearance was recalled and 
here it wn.s remeobered by three of the women that the doctor 
said th~t if there was a.~Y trouble with the loop, it could 
be re~oved or could be treated by the doctor to settle the 

trouble. 

The women were more specific in their recall, as they 
mentioned about the women that most of then used the loop; 
it suited sooe, some had trouble which got cured, and sane 
it did not suit at n.11. On the whole, two of then felt 
more of the wonen in the filn were in favour of the loop, 
while the others bad a ~onfused impression, one woman saying 
th~t there were ~ore people n.gainst the loop. 

Of the men, two of then said that the fil□'s effect on then 
was because the filD depicted the advisability of the loop 
to prevent having a large faoily. Two of thee were v~gue, 
while one said thc.t the effect on bin wcs that vasectony 
should be adopted. The last was oentioned by a ocn who 
throughout associn.t ed this filn with vo.sectooy and seened 
either totally confused or just out to show trot he approved 

of vasectooy. 
The men a.greed with the women in the film who were in favour 
of the loop, trusted their commending the lO?P as_w~ll as the 
doctor's advice to use it, and said that their opinion 
regarding the loop was favourable, and they would advi~e 
others to use it. Their reasons were that a large family 
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should be avoided. Or.e of the men said also that a loop 
could be used when de~ired and removed when not necessary. 
One considered it a better alternative to vasectomy. Out 
of all the men who claimed to be cor.vinced about the loop, two 
respondents hai to be discounted, as one had no recall of 
the film :::.nc. the other confused the whole film as ''Jcing 
associated with vasectomy. Moreover, the attitude of both 
th~se sen wns to plcass the interviewer. Als0 9 it ffiUSt be 
mentioned thct except for one of the ~ale rcsponden~s, the 
others ,.,2re not ver:' positive in their agreement with or their 
credibility fo~, the film. The !lllSWers were giv&n for the· 
sake of answering, not bec~use of the film's effect or 'UlY 
conviction. Also most of the women said thnt the women in 
the film were dissic.il2.r to those in th8 villnge. The::,' wGre 
better off, and t~ey desired less childxen, unlike the~selves. 
The problcws of th0 wo~en in the filD were considered by 
nest ~on to oe dissinilar to those of their vill~e ~onen. 

The filn die. not seer. to h~ve any effect on the woocn. Two 
of tho:'.! so.id ~s ;:iuch, saying trot tOey learnt so::iething about 
the loop, but were not ~ffected by it. T~o of the wo~en 
s8.id that it hc.d :1n effect on them, but they wore 12..nghing 
and nonseri ous throughout the interview, -uid tl~ crof ore hc.d 
to be discounted. A..~other won211 talked vnguely of ~r~eing 
with the idea of fewer children but her answer hrid no 
relev-..ncc to the content of the filD• 

None of the ch,.,_ra.c-!:ors had any particular ;:!.ppetl for the 
woncn, nor dH they Mr•• definitely with the doctor's cdvi.ce, 
Reco.rding the interviews in the filn, they s--.id that sca00 were 
in f,1.vour of the loop nnd sone were c..g2..inst it. Choy .:-.11 
stro ssed th-~ t for thO sc w ho"1 it suited it W"-S '11 C richt, ""' t 
it co.used her::i to those it did not suit. Though c:ost of a hon 
so.id that they ho.d faith in the doctor e,nd whet she sc.'.d in the 
f ilCl, gi,ncnllY the fil:i did not seen to h,ve done 

0

,nythins 
for tha"• Their responses to nost quosticns were v,gue, the 
cnlY thing theY hcd to sny definitely about the loop w~s th,t 
it depended on each one's condition end if it suite-1 tho,, well 
and gocd, otherwise it w1s to be avoided. This was reflected 
else in their reply to tho questicn of whether they would 
theeselves a,dopt tho 1 °op. The wonen so.id they did net feel 
a,nything :,fter seeing tho filo and this lr:,s consistent "1th 
their non-coo<1ittn.l response. For then, the f no did not 
dispel o,n,, fe:,,rs regarding the loop. Only one wonon, though 
genernlly reacting like others, was a little oore respcnsive 
to the film, had coopc.rntively oore definite nnsWers to givs 
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in terms of having faith in the doctor or perceiving that 
more interviewees in t 11e film fou.'1d the loop suitable and 
believed in them. Ref~rding he~self she said that she would 
use the loop if it suited her. ~ost of the women found the 
interviewees in the film familiar, though not similar to them, 
and one said that they were like the female interviewer of 
this film study. Two of them said that they found the 
doctor and her advice strange - that she should be advising 
them to have less chiliren. They felt the problems faced 
by those women regarding their family and children's problems 

were similar to tr.cir own. 

What was peculiar in ·Lhc response to this film was the amount 
of information giver by the respondents that was extraneous 
to the film - inforoa--ion the.t was not in the filD at all. 
One of the nen said that th8 film tc.lked of vasectony and 
that was the outstanding feature in it; similarly another 
man said that the fil:: advi.sed that those. who feared an 
operation could adopt the loop as an alternative, whereas the 
filD did not talk of vasectony at all. And neither of 
these men were succur:1~ing to confusion in teroinology - using 
vasectony to nean fanily planning - as they had differentiated 
the methods in their earlier answers. There was further 
information extraneous to the filo like "when there is no 
cleanliness, then illness occurs on using the loop" and 
"heal th is th·e reason for using the loop", or th:i.t 

11

::::1en and 
wooen can protect tl'-,eir life with the loop". A couple of 
the nen also said that the voice of the doctor who appeared 
on the screen, could be heard throughout the film • 

.AI!long the women, extraneous information car:ie mninly regarding 
the troubles of~ large fanily, One wonan clained that the 
film showed a worm.n with a lot of land and thD-t she talked 
of how it would have to be divided; ond that she w~s bathing 
her childre!1 '.:S she tr~lked. Another wonn.n clained that the 
filre showed -that t:ie nore children there were, the nore 
trouble there was - there was cleaning to do and· more clothes 

had to be stitched. 

All this infornation ,,as not contc.ined in the filn at all, 

either visuc.llY .-,r vcrb:i.lly. 

I:NTERPREI1ATI ON 
The interview situ~tion which was being presented in the filn 
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to show 11actual experiencett of various people did not come 
across most of the time. The atterapt to make the loop 
specially credible by this device was a failure. The reason 
was that the women did. not make any difference between an 
ordinary film and this film as they had no conception of either. 
Among the men, though some of them may have-understood the 
"actuality" of the film, they were eitht.:r not willing to 
accept it as actuality, questioning its genuineness, or they 
thought the impression of actuality was conveyJd by actors, 
staging the film for the benefit of th8 audience. 

The second proble~ w~s the loop itself. The experience of 
the women in this area with the loop has been unsatisfactory, 
[I.Ild this film could not counter this discontent 1nd fe~r. 
The men were not particularly interested in the loop "'..Sit 
was for women and could not find identity with them, and 
tQcrefore had a low lovel of involvem~nt. Though their 
o..nswers seemed favourable, their overall attitude was not 
a definite on0. The 1-roncn on the other ho..nd had sone 
interest, could reoc:nber dete.ils but were not convinced by 

the fi li!l .-

The v;.:,.rioty of l':Ilguagcs in the filn also posed a problem. 
Prone to ignore the spoken words in a film, coping with 
breaks in attention due to unintelligibility of the lMgu;i.ge 
left an overall feeling of confusion and distraction ~nong 
the r~spondents and contributed to their taking it l~ss 
seriously. Perhaps it also "'.ccounted for the inr,gil'k."'..ry 
infom<>.tion given by the respondents .::i.bout the fil::-.' s c<rntent. 
This also reflected the respondent's ~.nxiety tc -ms•,.,r8r 
questions for the s~ke of answering then, not bl,c~;asc ti:ey 
absorbed the filn. People fron so nany dissir:il:-r rc 6i 'ns 
ea.used difficulty in identification. 

On the whole, the inprcssion wns that this fil~ dii no~ de 
•1I1ything for the respondents, nnd left thee uninvolved, and 
c,)nfused and gave no clue to the1:1 regarding the pr)s c.nd cons 
of the loopnor inpressed on then the credibility .:-f th:c 
v2..X'ious viewpoints ,:,.nd experiences shown in the fil~. 

It is not possible to c.ssess the filn's response to tho 
respondents' prior attitude to the loop,c.s nost cf tho n~ie 
respondents expressed attitudes could not be relied upcn. 
The ::ien were inconsistent, not fro.nk -,_nd too e..pprehE:nsivc to 
be cpen~ and the w0nen were non-serious. 
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HANDS 

DESCRIPTION 

The film Hands was shown in Patni on 22 January 1975 in the 
Harijan basti at Phullo's house. The audience for this film 
comprised mainly of Chamars, Sainis and Muslim Tells. . . 

Hands is non sequent.icily structured-iike an essay film and 
does not follow any story line. It has. n~ commentary, 
dialogue or narration. The only spoken words cire at the end 
saying "stop it" in Hindi 2..11d in :English. The soundtrack 
eM1sists only of ·~usic. The fil~ shows all actions emphasising 
the hands 3,nd gener:JJ.ly avoiding other things in the camera 
compositions. The film which is in col•ur begins with 
youthful hands, then sh~t s depicting employment, love and 
m2rriage, o.nd the birth of a baby. From here it changes 
to oo apparently random juxtaposition of grim shots in black 
and white. Rural .'.U'ld urban environments are mixed 
throughout. These two sections are followed by a montage 
of shots dr.:i.wn from these sections as ·well as new shots, 
fin.:i.lly ending with sever~l shots of innumerable hands with 
the words "stop it" on the soundtrack. 

This film was shown without its family plc.nning message 
symbolised by the red triangle which appeared ~t the end 
of the film. This was done to obtain an unbi~sed· 
comprehension of the filn c.nd its argt'Jilent,rui-, 1 to ~co its 
credibility on its own. ~he idea was <>,lea to find out what 
solution the audi~nce would give, without fa□ily plD.rlning 
being suggested <'.S the answer, to the probleo pr~s.__-ntcd 
in the f ilri. 

This could be done in the above filo as the dircet ncssaga 
cane only at the end, though images which are now stereotypes. 
in fn.rnily planning filns were used in the body of the filn. 

According to the producer, the arguncnt presented was one of 
uner:iploymcnt end population explosion, and faoily plnnning 
as ::in important pr.:i.ctise under these circunstances. 

Tho respondents far this filn included 5 oen (2 Hindu Hc.rijans, 
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L Muslim Lehar and 2 Muslim Telie) and 5 women (4 Hindu 
:Iarijans and 1 Muslim Teli). A brief description of t11e 
respondents follows, stating their media exposure, their 
knowledge and attitude towards family planning prior to 
seeing the film, and their general socio-economic background. 

JAISINGH, aged 22 yeaniis a Harijan. He can sign his name 
but is otherwise illiterate. He has no children. 

His media contact is limited, though he sees "tamasha" or 
"svaang" twice or thrice a year, o.nd goes to the cinema 5 
or 6 times in a year. He hac. seen one of our previous film 

shows "Years of Promise". 

Ey family planning he underst.mds that a small family is a 
happy fanily,,.but.when e9ked_.for his own opin:i._?ns, says, 

--,,--:; ,,..-:::.;-:;;, r-:- • ;'-rtJ ::,i_ ~ "T"7TT ~ 
.,-..1, ~ 1 cv-1-:-1,-<... <1 ,,. i1 L ; z:>11-<, a:rt <..11., e; <::r:+i 

SIMRU, aged 24-25 years, is a Harijan Chamar and has no 

children. 

Bis exposure to nontraditional media is lioited to seeing 
films once a year, and to traditional media, seeing a dra!la 
once in a year~ He has seen sho:rl _f ilns on agriculture which 
he likes for their information content. He had seen one of 
our previous film shows "Years of Proni se". 

He says that he knows wh,~t is neant by family planning, but 
it becomes useful only if people accept it. He approves of it • 

• 
SALIK, 19 years old, is a Muslim Lehar and has studied upto 

class eleven. He has no children. 

Eis mect.ia contact is lioited to seeing "svaang" once or twice 
a year and visiting the cinema 10-12 times a year. He has 
seen short filns on agriculture which he likes for their 

information value. 

Ey fanily pla..~ning he underst~nds having fewer children, but 
was non cor::mital when asked for his own opinion. Re merely 

," -, ,, - ,,,- ' ' says, -w'--r ➔ -:-- d--L,r • rIO ,L rr c-1.:~ c. -ttst 1 .rh ... : l5(,Ef·~~ .....,,~, 1n (! 

KALOO, 35 years old, is a MusliB Teli~and has one son. 

His exposure to media is nil, except that he sees 'svaang', 
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and a qawwali four or five times a yea:r. 

By family :9lanning he understarrls having fewer children and 
undergoing vasectomy. He does not say what his opinion is. 

SAYEE:;), 23 Jer..t:s old, is a Muslim Tell, has studied upto 
clnss seven and has no children. 

His exposure to media both traditional and nontraditional is 
frequent. He listens to the radio frequently. iie sees 
dram:i.s and 1 ::ivaa.ne' 10 times in a yeo:r and goes to the cinema 
25 time□ a ye~r~ Her-as seen short films on agriculture 
and likes the:n for their. informa.tion vulue. He has seen all 

our previous £'ill!' shovs. 

By f~~ily planning he understands limiting family size by 
adopting v::i.s -ctomy :i.nd says tha.t there is greater happiness 
in having fewer chi::.c.ren •• he approves of it but adds, 

:iri wr cfl{ I if lf!ci-, elf t I 
SO;''ITI. 25 :roars old~ is a Rarijan, ond has no children. 

Her media c ante.ct is limited, but she manages to see Ramliln., 
's,aang' and dramc once or twice in a. year. Though she 
never visits the cinema., she ha.s sc::en short films on 
::i.gricul ture which she 33.ys she likes because, being unable 
to go out 2.Ilywhere, she cun see the world. 

By family planning she understands having fewer children. 
She goes on to suy th2.t she has no children at the ;;ioment, 
so what opinion can she have. But she does know that ~n ~hese 
days of high prices, cne cannot affo~d to have too many 
children, f0r soneonc will hn.ve clothes ~o wear while some 

won't have anything. 

NORATEE, 20 years old, is a Chamar, and has no children. 
Her media contact is limited thou~h she does see Rciili:a., 
•svaang' a...~d dr::ina twice or thrice in a year. She has seen 
short films on agriculture and likes them as the farwers c~n 

ler.rn sooetring. 

By funily planning she understands having fewer chilr..ren. She 
feels that too nc-,.,ny children create problens and says ·that in 
her house the incooe is also low, so how can she ::i.fford to 

have scvernl children. 
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SA1'1TOSHI, aged 18 years, is a Cha.mar and has no chilcren. 
Her media contact is limited to seeing Ramlila, "svac:ng

11 

and drama one or twice a year. She goes to the cineta 
once in a year, and has not seen any short films. By 
fa.mil¥ :planning she understands hav:.ng fewer children, 
and says that there should be fewer children, becau£e in 
these days of high prices one cannot afford to have too 

many children. 
BISRAM'BARI, 19 years old, is a Cha.mar and has one son. 5er 
media contact is limited to seeing Ramlila, 'svae.ng' ar.d 
dance she1to1s once or twice in a yee:r. She never visits the 
cinemn. but she hc.s seen short films which ehe likes because 
they show moving pictures of various places. 

By family :planning she understands having fewer children; 
but the future, she says, depends on god's will. If he 
gives more children, she has no choice, but considering the 
:present times she wishes to have fc~er children. 

NOORL.AHI, aged 20 years, is a 1-luslio Tell and has no children. 
Her oedia contact is limited, but ehe sees song and dance 
and puppet shows once or twice in c. year. She has seen 
short films and likes them for thei:r information value. By 
fa.oily :planning she understands having fewer children; and 
her opinion is thc.t in these days one cannot afford too many 
children, but there should be at least one or two. 

ANALYSIS 
An analysis of the data revealed that four out of the five 
oa.lc respondents liked the filB. One of then liked it 
because it showed what was happening in the cruntry these 
days, One of them liked the file bee~use it recoononded 
having fewer children, and two of theo liked it beeauae they 
felt nen should learn about work from it. One na.le 
respondent was eopbn.tic in his dislike of the filo, because 
in the filn people could not even get "rotis". Two men 
mentioned that they disliked the depiction of a man being 
operated, but one of them added that perhaps it ha.d to be 

shown• 
Ag~in four of the oalc respondents knew that no one spoke 
in the filn, of whoo two e,lso said that there wcs no 
coroenfar)'• One i,an added thot people of the village liked 
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seeing moving images and listening to songs, and that making 
films without dialogue or commentary was harmful. He felt 
that along with the music, someone should have explained 
what was~~ening, ~d.:i:..said that such films are made, 

~c'ff ~ ~ I One man mentioned that films 
without dialogue had both advantages and disadvantages 
in the sense that pe-0ple should be told what the vario~s 
options are and what course of action they should follow, 
and the advantage is that man should be able to comprehend 
things without being actually told. One male respondent 
eategorically stated thct a film in which no one spoke 
oould have no advc>.ntnges, bec".l.llse only if someone spec.ks 

can one understand anything. 

While two of the men said th2.t the film was a.bout family 
planning, one said it...!J-s ~out various occupations, one said 
it was ab~ut EJ"?.f ~, k;f C::j;:{i ! meaning perhaps that 
man sh~uld use his hands skilfully, and one respondent did 
not know.cwhat the film was about. Ag~in two of them said 
that the moral of the film was to have a small fa.mily and be 
happy and one of them said that fanily planning was ind.i•ated 
in the shot showing children being born every 15 seconds, and 
in the shot of the "starving growing population". Two oale 
respondents said that the oessage in the film was that nan 
should use his handa skilfully a.nd one said that one should 
fear god' a w~e.th. 

While three of the nalc respondents said that they h~d no 
difficulty in understD-~ding the film, one said that the fil~ 
was all right but he could not understand some of the things 
like why people were stcnding with wire in their hands and 
why wonen were beating their heads against the wall. One 
respondent said that he did not understo.nd the filw. 

Two nale respondents h~d a recall of the events shown in the 
filo, two were sooewhat confused andj5e s~id that asking 
questions on the filo was ~~ C,h( ~ • Four oen 
recalled the shot where the nan was engaged in ploughing, 
and mlking the cow, :ind while they did not know whc'1.t these 
signified, one said that it was a lesson on faroing, teacJring 
people how to incre~se their output. Except for Kalu whose 
overall recall w~s poor the others remembered the opening shot 
of a baby n.nd its hands; again four men reealled the shot of 
hands with books but each one gave a different interpretation. 
One said that it'meL"'ll.t that if there were two or three children 
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they could be educated properly, one merely said that someone 
was readi:ng and one wa~ unable to give it any meaning at all. 
':'hcugh all the men rect ~led the shots of the di ff eren··~ kinds of 
t,8.ci:ines ~hat were sho 1.'n, excevt. for t,.;o rn 3n, one of whom 
said t·.1at thes~ shots meant that each one should a.o his work 
·..:,~l, a::d. •-·-- c,':'--2:r th:-.+. c:ne should work aa in the film, 
the others hau no ide~ what they were supposed to mean. Only 
i.:.-•o of -chem recalled the scene of the boy 2,nd the girl sitting 
on tho beach. 1lhil e one said that they were worshipping the 
river, tr;c othe.,... saitl that they we::-c taJking to each otber. 

On~ rc!:'rc:ndsnt reco.lled the Bir.du wedding as also the Nikah, 
-:•n .,...P.<'~lle3. o~:.:-• tl:e Bir..'.::.U \•rc-.:dir.gr one recalle:l a 
;,·,·.:-istio..n anc'. :.~ . .:1d,1. ,,cd.iiI':S' nnd 0"18 conld not recaJ.l any 
:..:. • c,f t':lc-.r.. Cb th:;;ir 0·:r. r."ne c,f thE"::.i coulo. recall what 
t>r:-::,::K,n€i c.ft c:r fr.c,t ~ tu-: vi th t:1c hd:;> o~ t:ae inter1i ewer 
-::.::: ·e 0·'.:' t!'e oen re..;o.,.'.:i.ed .,Le .,hot c: the cale:ndcc:, of which 
-::r.: s .... ~o. t'l1at o.1Jy ~_--. ec~1.c;,te3. pc!'.'sor:. cculd tell the me.:i.ning, 
;..Y'G. :::c..i.d. tr.:..:-.~ i -t wz.,s to e1c.--t:i..A one to k!iCW t:hc datr.: a...11d 
0'1C :r· ,·::2.llc;:l t:~e lE':.vcs ::.: ing torn 1 but di~ not lc:now what 

•. ·-::.s p·'..gnif i ed. 

':;--i bEing C;_'.lcsti~!led about the; two reddened hands that were 
sr.-·~::. a:1d what the:· :necr,t, t:hree respondents scid that they 
c.i.:. ::.:ot !'.'emcmbe=, on3 s:ud, ·t::2.t it 1':P..S n. wedding, and the 

o·~::er -ch::. t' 'TT:=f ::::....--r-;-T ,-2~ -tS·,rr::r:.. lJ-· I "-.1'-'"'i nc,,;~ V;,/ j• •• I L-

0:n::~- -1:;wo re~pondents TI:entioncd the cr.:.an~0 in -the fil:n :s.:te:­
t'-:is

1 

n:entioning scenes of hu .. "'l~Y people: ar..c. pz.rched earth, 
:-:.0.t.:po-::~3ts, beggary end. starvativ:'1. O:,e !'l:=>n ~sid -'..~::.t these 
!:~~r;, ';_; !:.Ust have meant s OI:!~thi n~. bu.-t bc:.r~g c~ r~ llager ·,r:io 
w.::.s rot 30 well re:id, he c ou~d i:-iot u.'1ders tRn'l t''li:,::-s u:::•.iJ 
:-;c::::ec:!',e tolcl r.i::n. T:his is zj~ificn-r ::, ?.3 thL· :r.,c:.:-.tic1,;lar 
r-c::-·1c.!l:ent h::1.s stuc.ied up,~o class ele.ve!'l~ 2n2 iii:! t.oo fou.1: 
it 6ifficu}+ •r ::~:..l""•·· t':1.~G fil:::i which hc:.d nei.t.1.'lE.r cli3,.7.cf;ue 
no::- co::i::nc:rta::J. T:!:c other man inter~rei:"~ tr·_c ·e B~1oc!: .J.C 

r:cc.:::1i:.,1 that without h2r...ds ve v•o·.1ld 1:-e a:olo to c.o 1:0 •· orl:, 

'Ic..,..eG rr.on recalled tha enc. o:: the fill!: 'tle o::' t''lem ['::id ~ --- • th t 
th::ire ,;as sow.c0n? on.ying ·:r;-c~,r.z::, J.1 ~•, nea:13:-r • .::; loo:: o. 
:;.•Je, :::-e8 h::-·.! n'.....c~ cv_;__l there is and thG:1 stop :t. To onz 
n::.n t?:c ,:";.mc;r::,uo h:-..i:-:.s s:~O'.m in tr.'J en:l r:.-:?.::.nt -~.r: ~ a single 
-ni.:--0e cf :::-oti was being passed fro!!! hand to hn.r.d: £.DC. t}.,0 
ti:.i..::-c!. respondent said t:K.t he saw numer01,;s hands towards 

the c-r.c bu~ did ~ot he~ the vcices, 
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What stands out is that the general involvement of the men 
to the film was casual; wbat was uniformly remembered were 
scenes of ploughing or milking of the cow, the different 
types of machines, the opening shot of the child and the 
Hindu wedding. This pattern was perhaps dictated by the 
familiarity of these images to their own situations; but 
comprehension was generally low. 

All the female respondents said that they liked the film. 
Three of them liked it because they said they could see the 
whole world in it and all kinds of things were shown, like 
a farI!ler ploughing and milk.ing a cow, men working at machines 
and a potter !:laking vessels. Two of theO said that there 
nust be sonething beneficial in the film and that is why 
it was being shown, and one of theo added that she liked it 
particularly bec::i.use it w:1s in colour. 

All the feI!lale respondents knew that there wa.s no dialogue 
in the filo and two of them also said that there was no 
conxtentarY• One of the woI!len said that she liked our earlier 
films more as in this film no one spoke. 

Four of the fenale respondents said that they did not know 
what the film was about, while one of them said that all kinds 
of work was shown in it. Again four of them did not know 
what the message of the film was.. Though they all said 
that the film was" qrcfr ", one woman said that she oould 
not underet?..nd much of it because there were too·cany people 
in it, one said that she did not underst~nd it at all and one 
said that she liked the earlier filo better. 

· Though none of them knew vhat the film vas about, the overall 
recall of the fel!Ulle respondents was coherent, though trred 
of theo found it difficult to recall the shots in their 

sequential order. • 
When asked to recall some of the sbot s in the film, all the 
women remer.ibered the shot of a. man ploughing and a. cow being 
milked; three vomen recalled the potter i:,aking earthen pots; 
two reoalled the scene o( two children being born and that a 
woaan vaa distributing a piece of roti to her children! only 
one w1:>aan could remember, without assistance from t~e 
interviewer, the shots or people working on different. 
machines. Two gentioned a wooan getting married, and one 
womn oentionec:',. the boy and girl sitting by the 'seashore, 

and "bej.ng loving". 
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However, the respondents did not appear to be very clear about 
what these imag~s actually meant. Whereas two of them said 
that the ima,ge~·me~t to show the various things that were 
happening if"'_.:he wcpld tod~ one wo~mere~ said, 1=(?1 cry~ 
~ ~-. I f"') q I :--Ii/( I U,((")1 Oh/ c[<_r-4 and one 
respond~nt felt mat ~eop~e should imitate what ~as shown 
in the film. . On~ .woman did not venture to say anythi-ng as -~. 

to what the images meant. 

':., r I 

Though all_ the female respondents remembered.. -ihe 'opening·., 
shot of a child and its hands, and.four of them also recalled.· 
that books were shown, rione of them 'knew \.r.hat the¥-i signified. 
While one~woman said about these shots that, 3-G-f1 ~ 
:r:fclcdJ E.ITff; one said that books were shown to sugg1!)s~ 
that children shoul<l read them

1

and become good people; oneA 
merely said that people ,.should see .. all. these things, another ... • 
respondent said that she was not educated and does not 
remember much, but though that thes~ shots meant that a ·-
child should grow up and studr; one respondent said that 
the shot of the child and books were shown so that~children i• 

should study and not :throw t}:ieir books a.round. 

In Tesp.on1.e tQ. r1ater q~~frtion a1J.. fema)e- res-p'onti.erits ,·L·-
1 0

1:•-:•" "~·:' 

,. recalled the···mac~i.n.e.s th~~ vJf;'re sh-.9wn,,-':t>u::t only. tw·o ·of ;_:· • •• -,., • ·, 
them were a?ler; .fo r.e1-:-;n:the :s'.Pec_ff'.l'.9· -~abh~I'l!e:~t:· :'h!ke -o.r. • ~·-i:-•,· •• ;,r:, 
the responde;nts I!lent:J.oned that tnes-e "Eno-ts shl:'.>w'M tnn.t et>::-Cb " .. • "~ • 
one was dol~ hi; 'bvm.:, ii;-i; 'i:)ne ~f .. t~e ·-~•t'om.eri'T·ec•a1.1.;fa s~o;t:s. • • ··:-:: 
of a womant putting her child to sleep-' hungry, 'ana h wdilfan • •:" ,; 
di stri bu ting "roti" aDC?ngst 7 children, and a gb:l •

1

be':i'.ng.. • .:-~:'' .-:.£1--
sold oy torce. · When, n.sked whether·the film was 'txying to • : 
say anything through·~these shots, four of tne :women merely ·' 
said thn.t · the filo wanted the. people in the -village to -:.· • 
follow what was shown in the filo. One woman said that the 
pictures meant that there was so ouch unhappiness and poverty, 
in the world, and in times of poverty people also sell their 
own children. She said that the filo also neant to show 
how people worked on oachines and how they cultivated land. 

All the women reoeobered the boy and the girl by the seashore 
and while three of then said that they were writing something, 
two women said that they were ho1.ding hands and expressing 
love. While four of then said specifically that .after that 
the two were narried, and three of the respondents oentione~­
that the couple exchanged rings, one respondent only said • 
that there was a wedding. All the five women recalled the 
Nikah and the Hindu wedding. The calendar was renembered by 
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all t!'le five wor:en, an' ,.-:.ile -cwo of then rer:ie:nbered ~1-ie 
leaves being torn none of them knew why it was shown or what 

it meant. 

Only one of the respond.en ts recalled the two reddened hands, 
but did not know why these were shown. Two women were 
unable to recall a change in the film after this, while two 
respondents said that there was a chang2, but they could not 
say of what kind or why. One mentioned the'. t a man was 
digging some very hn.rd ~rour.d and another so.id that in plac2s 
p~ople were shm-m dying, 2..t others children being born, 
and a lot of h'.mdS covcrir.. 6 wires; two women said that they 
could only recall that the fil~ rapidly comes t9 an end, 
and could not recall the ch.'.lnge c.t all. 

All the women remembered the lat er shots of the village where 
dry land was being dug and two of them also mentioned a 
nurtber of starving people - none of them said what this 
signified, though one respondent did say that it must have 
mear:..t somethir:g, sine e mc;.1ey is not spent on meaningless fil:is. 

Again though they all reme~bered ~ ~um~er of hanas that were 
shoun in the end and t:ie words 1....J 1.-:-]A .L( , they were unable 
to comprehend clearly the meaning. One of the women said 
that the hands belonged to various people who were hungry 
and thirsty, and who ,.,ere liable to start fighting any 
mo,.,1ent and the words " O'F/hi't II were said to stop then 
from doing so. One wonan said that there were a lot of 
ha.~ds on wires, a..~d the noise in the background indicated 
that they nay h2,ve been fighting .:md the word a 

11 

wc.s to stop thel!l fighting a11~

1
tJp-\jhey should all work 

to53'-"10r. One ::mid th:i.t 11 
.(., 10-) '--

11 
wns said to tell 

people to stop having nore children, as there was peace in 
:iaving less children. One wonan said thn.t it was to stop 
inflation aud or.e did no-,:; know why the words were spoken. 

It would seen therefore th~t the overall recall of the wooen 
was coherent, i~ f~ct at tim8s nore so than that of the m:i.le 
re3pondents. But though tr.ey were able to +ecall the shot~ 
.,_t tioes on their own and ;,.,t tines "..ided by tne interviewer, 
thoir cocprehcnsion of who.t these shots actually ;.rnant and 
their involvenc nt ,ri th the f ilo o.s such was cn.suo.J.., and 1 csser 
tho.n WD,S the c;:,.,sc with the mo.le respondents. Though they 
nll sc.id tmt they liked the filr:1 and th::,, t it was si:.1ple, 
four of then. noitht)r.knew what the filn w:is about nor the 
oess~ga it w~s supposed to convey c.nd their response that they 
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liked the film and it was simple cannot be trusted. 

Like the men, the wome~ also uniformly remembered the shots 
of a man ploughing and a cow being milked, as also the 
opening shot of the child and its hands and the books; and 
unlike the men where only two of them remembered the boy 
and the girl at the seashore, all the female respondents 
remembered them and four of them said that they were 
married later. 

When asked whether the film had any effect on them, two 
male respondents said that they were affected by the film. 
One respondent who had earlier identified the film as being 
about fanily planning said that he realised that a sr!a.11 
f~ily is a happy family. One nan who had earlier said 
that the film was about skill of the hands, said that 
everything in the filn was good, nnd that froo the film, he 
lea.rnt that one should do something creative with one's 
hands. Another r~spondent who had also identified the filn 
as being about fa.wily pl2.nning said that "there wn.s some 
effect," but could not be specific c!S to what effect the film 
really had on hio. Another oan said the.t filn could have 
an effect only if the filo gave some sort of guidance, but 
being farmers, t.~ey had nothing nore to learn from this filn. 
This particular respondent hc.d earlier identified the film 
as being about vc.rious occupations, and hence the response 
that the film w~,s not relevant for fa.rners. However, he did 
say that certain scenes like the child crying, the cow not 
giving milk, the dry earth and people begging and the girl 
being forcibly sold, saddened him, and he felt that people 
should not do a,nythinc evil and that there should be no 
famine. One of the oen whose rec:!.11 was low apd who did not 
know what the fil~ was about said tret the film had no 
effect on hin but added th~t one should fear god's wrath. 

All the ferrn.lc responc.;.)nts saic. that the filn had no effect 
on then though they all felt s:i.d when they saw a nan dying 
anc felt sy~pathy towards his far:::ily. One wonan was also 
touched by the scene of a wona.n distributing "roti" anongst 
her children one. s,~icl. that there were people who could not 
even feec their children. Two wonen said that they found 
watching the filns entertaining. 

Though the different machines were renenbered by the_ 
responc.cnts, their attitude towards then was non senous, 
and they did not rel:i.te to them. They felt involved with 
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other scenes like a man ploughing or milking a cow or the 
child that was show in the beginning, perhaps because they 
could relate to these things even without being told anything 
about them because of the similarity to their own way of 
life. The later scenes of poverty and starvation provoked 
some response from 4 of the respondents, while the others 
did not mention these scenes with any particular feeling 
or sense of involvement. 

When asked about the hands shown in the film, all -.;he men 
knew that only hands were shown, but while three of them 
did not know what these hands signified, one said that they 
were shown because man is solely dependent on his hand·s far 
everything - Pis livelihood, his food and his income. One 
respondent said that hands wera shown so that people may. 
stop evil because lm.~ds me:m strength and self reliance 
and should be used for good things only. It is only with 
hands that so many of life's important functions like 
mc.rriage, birth and death are performed. He seomod to have 
found the hands switching off the lamp po.rticula.rly touching. 
Though all fenalc respond2nts also recalled trot only hands 
h~d been shown in the film, they only said they had been 
shown because hands are used to do all kinds of work. 

But none of the respondents perceived the producer's argument, 
that was presented in the film, of unenployment and 
population explosion and facily planning ~s a solution to 

them. 
All respondents, male and fenale, distinguished between the 
scenes of the village cl!ld the city and three men viewed the 
probleo of honophile critically. One nan argued that the 
probleos of people living in the cities and in the villages 
could not be si~ilc.r, because he sai1 that the village 
scenes depicted poor people. Even the big faroers were 
pulling along sonehow, whereas city people lived differently. 
They had their own factories ~nd e~ch one was doing something. 
One respondent found these shots unfwilio.r and said about 
them that they we1e neither of the village nor of the city. 
One said that though the filo showed present dny problems he 
found some of the things unfaoiliar, saying th~t in the 
villcge they neither used nachines, nor did girls type. He 
was however able to identify cert~in other scones like people 
begging which he said also happened in the village. Though 
there were no pickpockets i~ the villag2s, there were other 
kinds of crime, like thefts, and problems existed everywhere. 
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All the female respondents perceived that there were 
difficulties in both towns and villa,ees, but pointed out 
that problems were greater in the villages particularly • 
for the landless who found it difficult to make both ends 
meet, and one of them said that this was the reason why 
several people migTated to the cities where there were 
plenty of factories~ but then again the townsp·eople had 
to buy ever;rthing. Therefore though they perceived that 
probloms existed everywhere, they found their problems 
different. 

I NTERPRET~'\T I ON 

Recall was fragmented. Amon~ the wom8n, though the number 
of shots or sequences they recalled was greater than the 
men, therG was no linkage in the recall between shot and 
shot or sequence and sequence. The impression of the film 
wc.s ~lso fragmented. A man dying, many hands, a boy and girl 
expressing love, sympc.thy for a child crying or hungry, 
evoked some emotions but these were not connwted to each 
other; the totality of the film did not leave an inpression, 
only a few shots isolated fro:::i each oth0r. Comprehension 
fo~ most wonen wa.s generally nil, or also fragnented, their 
reaction being that the filn nust have some neaning. Only one 
woman linked any s~ots in her interpretation and this also was 
not a whole interpretn.tion but of segments. The first section 
with the various working scenes meant that people oust work 
quickly like the nachines did; the second and third sections 
of tl.-.e black nnd white shots and the montage neant hunger ::>.n:l 
poverty and people should stop having so oa.ny cr..ild.ren. t1h~t 
precisely in the filo gn.ve her this icprcssi on, shG w...._s 
unable to say, 8.Ild the interpret8.tion of these sc·gr:cnts wn:t: 
not linked to forn on underst~nding of the whole filn • 

.Anong the ncn also, recall was fragoentec., aJ1d ir;prc:-ssions 
were fr~gocmted, but perh::i..ps 1,css so thnn the wor,en, though 
the qunntan of recall w.-..s less th:::.n the wonen. Two of the 
nen recalled very little. Out of the other three, they 
at least recalled portions of the filn as sets of shots, not 
individual on0s.· Three nen recallec: people working, one 
rec:1lled children studying, :1nother rr.:called different kinds 
of work, miother rec'.'J.ler: hung(.'r and f[l.!'.ine, anc. "evil". But 
the'-' could not oc:.kc sense of the scenes cf crine, or sl u::is, 
or illness that were shown, only the iopression of poverty and 
hunger ren~ined. Th& iopression of these three 3en was 
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again restricted to sequences. Only three men ventured to 
give any meaning to th8 film at all. But their comprehension 
was fragmented and only one of them linked portions of the 
film, saying that there was famine, hunger and evil, and 
better work skills should be adopted to remove it. 

This kind of recall and comprehension reflects on the 
structure of the film itself. Without the !!elp of a dialogue 
or commentary, the looseness of the structure becomes all 
the more obvious and its weakness to communicate gets 
emphasised. In some cases, the shots themselves ::ire not 
linked to each other cri.d in others, the sequences - basico.lly 
no more than a set of similo.r shots, - are not linked to each 
other. Also perhaps.an apparently non narrative structure, 
especially without comment~ry, is not a comprehensible 
idiom for such~ ~udicnce. 

The intention of showing this film without the last shots 
of the f2mily pl:1nning s~bol was (i) to see whether the 
urc;ument presented in the film was perceived as intended by 
its producer, or in nny other way such that family plarming 
as a solution would naturally link with it; (ii) so as to 
arrive at this without the audi~nce pre-empting its awn 
re~ponscs, being led on by an obvious syobol, especially 
since this filn Wt>.s the last of o. series of seven filns en 
fe.nily pl.'.1.I1ning shown to this audience. 

Looking at the responses from this point of view, nobody 
perceived the intended statement of the film linking 
overpopulation to uner::ployment. Only one respondent said 
the film was about family planning because it showed starving 
children and a large number of hands with a roti being 
passed from hand to hand, and children being born everJ 15 
sccond8, and the shot of children with books which meant that 
a smaller ~isccr of children could be better educated. He 
did not pcrc8ivo .'.1.I1ything else, saying that the film "advised 
one to do one's vork well and to have fewer children". So 
this resuo~dent c~mc close to comprehending the film, though 
he said it hau no ~ffect on him, and then contradicted 
himself by sayin~ tn.~t he liked the film for its message. 
probably, his ccr::prehension was aided by the f'.!.ct th£>.t our 
interviewing wa~ o.11-mys 0n family planning filos end his 
contradiction in opinion was because he was unclear but 

cager to please. 

One respond,mt saic. that there is poverty and hunger and 
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there should be less children a,."ld we must work well like the 
machines. She did not make any causal connection between 
these statements.· Therefore she did not perceive the 
intended argument of the film, but nevertheless, what was 
perceived had some relationship to a population problem. 

Another respondent talked vaguely of evil and hunger and 
famine and how it should be stopped, and also talked of 
"how we should have agricultural skills to improve this 
condition." This had no rel<).tionship at all to the film's 

intention. 

One man said that the film w~s about family planning. He 
also said how he discovered this. He r.ientioned that there 
was a shot 6f ?. roti ~being divided to ItfanY' outst·r~tched hands. 
But this seen;iod me:r:cly an idcn~ific~tion of a stereotype from 
earlier assoc .ic.ti'ons 2.r1d indic;-.i,ted his sh:u-pness in p0rcd ving 
the purp·ose of ·the film -·'show re, thor them anything of the 'f il:n 
contc.nt, • fp:r: '.on furthe-r qliostioning, hi. 'coV:ld noi .fina any· 
ceaning in ·any of the shot's ·or s·eque'nces; linstead· he said 
"it ce..n be understood by 'those who ,are· capable 'of 
understa.nding 11~ 2.lso thc.t the other shots taught agrieultural 
nethods. So his response seems to h~ve been dicta.ted by a 
clever assi-r!lil:~tion of what propaganda films' inte!ltion 
could be, a.s the:rc is nothing in his entire interview to 
support th:1 t he :pcrcci ved any argument in the fil:::i. Non(.; 
of the other respondents eo~prchended anything or h~d any 
inpression of t11e filn. 

On the whole, it can be so.id th'lt comprehension, perecption, or 
even icpression was very low and ·therefore th~ question of 
credibility, effect and agreeo~nt· does not arise. 

The fr2.gnented nature of the filt.1 and the confused i::ipressi on 
it left o.lsJ seen-cl resronsible for the lack of involvenent 
which W8-S appn.rent through all the interviews. 

• I ' 

On the other h~nd, the p~oblen of homophile seem~ to have 
asserted itself here, ~nd all the respondents noticed n.nd 
rec~rked on the difference between rural and urban scenes 
and the str~ngeness cf urban events, like th~ girls typing, 
to their e!lvironr.ent. They also went on to say th2.t the 
problens were different in the towns end villages. 

In the forn anc structure of the filn, ~re nissing el~nents 
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that could have rel~ted tc this ~udience. The nale 
respondents mve themselves expressed their felt lack of 
n,ny kind of guiding or explanatory words in the filra, froo 
which they could have tclcen even a clue to understand. On the 
other hand, wonen, are prone to ignore disembodied words, and 
pc.Y 2..ttention to pictures, and rely on a sequential, well 
structured visual narrative or juxtaposition of shots even 
when there c.re wo~ds on the soundtrc>..-ck. This self-explanatory 
visu.::l strncturc w:i..s also uissing. So neither foro nor 
cor:"t e:::1.t w:i.s intelligible to the ,'.'.udience nor was there any 
cohesive emotional iopact of this filo. 



II INTENT OF TiiE FILl1AICER. 

The foll0wint:7 filnc..kers were interviewe,'.: 

Suresh Nigam Di:rector Chor Chor 

Pramod Pati Producer Actual Experience 

OT' Arcra Director Actual Experience 

GP Asthana Producer ·l'een Saal Baad 

V13 Chandra Director Teen So.al B8.-:!.d 

GD Aggarwal Producer Teen Ghn.raney 

KA Abbas Director Teen Gharancy 

BP J,shi Producer Chautha Palna 

Vinla rroducer/Directrr Hands 

AtJa Rn.8, producer "..nd director of the film Years of Promise, 
thG director of Chc.utha F2.,lna were net ~v'l.ilable~ the director 
cf Chor Chor was actually responsible for the production and 
therefore the producer mentioned in the credits was not 

interviewed. 

Interviews wer0 ccnducted with the protluccrs and directors of 
the films to find out their backgrcund nnd their intention in 
no.king their rcspecti ve filos, how they hop ec. to achieve thn.t 
through content and techniques, whn.t 0,cquru.ntancc they hnd 
with their subject and audience, and fin.'!lly whnt fccdb:::ck 
['.Ild ocdific~tions to the filn tock plc.ce, if :1ny. ':le ...,1 so 
wished to find out their notiVc>.ticn for oclcing their filns 
and tr::-..cc the process of interaction with other ncnbcrs ,,f 
the tean during the file.' s inception 2.nd conpletion. ·-le h"..d 
hoped fer c. subst2..ntial and dcb .. iled resp·"'nse to .)Ur questi ·ns. 
Unfortunately this was not whnt we got fro~ most cf the 
filoakers. rart of the reason was the interviewinG c0nditi~n. 
!..vailc.bili ty of the interviewees was such th:>.t persrn sl 
interviews c )Uld n ·t be cc·nducted with all of thcr.1; po.rt of 
the reason was that nost of the prcducers, especi~lly the 
non govcrnnent ones, diu not seen nentnlly gcnred t~ t~lking 
abo~~t the issues that our interview r"..iscd • .,,nd were un2 .. ble 

to be vary responsive. 

There eoergcd a f"..irly clear difference between the gJvernnont 
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made films -· Chor Chor, Actual Ex:perience and Teen Saal I•:::.2d s 
and the privately made filns, with only Teen Gharaney a□onc 
the latter showing a clearer picture. 

There was no specific brief or even a specific campaign theoe 
that the privately produced films were related to. We d:::> not 
have inforoation on Years of Promise, but Chauthn F£;.lna and 
Hands were relatec gen0rally to fanily plaminb with no 
specific theme. The risk was greater as the filns were not 
connissioned and the effort was to sell the mn.xinun possible 
nunber of copies. There was no deep social conr.ritnent or 
professional interest. Tho audience and the subject were 
not areas of involvoMcnt for the producers nor did they 
evoke nuch thcught. KA Abbas, directinc Teen Ghura.ney, wus 
an excepti0n to this, as his ideas had clarity and 
consistency. Vinl2.' s id22..s were not so curscr:sr about H::mds 
as Joshi' s on Chn.ut11n. Palnn.. The :procedure was tr evolve an 
idea, ::iakc a. filr.1, then show it tc a purchasing .:1,uthority 
a.nd once the filns and their prints were bought, there the 
process end<1d. 

On the other hand, a fairly clear brief had been received for 
the tw:::> filns Teen Sa~l Baad [t..~d Actual .Experience nude by 
Films Divisicn. The brief concerned both content and purpose 
a.nd defined the; intended audience. A fa.ir anount of study 
of case histories and dialogue with fanily plarming workers 
preceded the naking of the filns and str~tegies of 
presentation were also worked out in relationship to 
whatever idea the filmnker had of his audience. This was 
gained oore by personal experience and general knowledge thnn 
anything else, but there was a clurity :rnd definition of 
thought in these natters. 

Tho director of Chor Cher, though he did not receive a 
specific brief frcn the Utk.r Prad.::sh Governnent f0r who~ 
he works, was given the freed•)□ tc choose a thene and 
arguncnt to convince his audience of the necessity for a 
snall fanily. Though he did not study the audience or the 
subject, ho invclvod hicself at another level, drawing on his 
personal experience, childh0od envircnnent and a reliance on 
his intuitive feel for ~udicnce and filn which were quite 
well defined and strong. Ho also r.;2-ve prclongecl thought tc 
evolving the strategy Gf presentati0n fer his film. 

However, wh~t was c0nnon to all the filos wa.s an absence of 
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audience feedb~ck and nny subsequent oodification. The 
exceptien was Actual :SXperience which was subjected t') a 
st~dy with a small urban swple ba.se and a few nodific~tions 

were carried out in its dialogue. 

A brief study cf the ir.dividu['..l cases related to the 
respective fil:-1 1 s :perfcrc.ance in __ ,ur srcct2.tor response 

study will clo.rify the ~rove p~ttern. 

Mr Joshi, the nroducL:r "f Chc.utha Pc.ln'.'.., ::w .. inly no..kes feature 
filr:::s and is o..r. inc....;pc::-id--nt producer. lie s2.id his :prion.ry 
objective in rx:.kinc Gh2.utho. Palnc. wo.s fin':.llci ,,_1. He was 
unclea.r n.bout tis ,rcvi'.)US filno..king experience s2..ying he 
wo..s a. filn jcurrr- list o.nd he h:s.d wcrkecl with ether filo 
::_:;reducers in u...'1d.:fi:1ccl C"..'ir-..ci tics. Ee wo.s cf ccurse a.lsc 
interested in tho c~uso, he said. He intcndc~ this filn fer 
a rural audi~nce in Forth In<lia -md w,mted t~ cvnvcy the 
ncssnge of linitinG tho fncily to two children. Very littlJ 
cf this got a.cross tc our audience. H0 chcse the song and 
dD.IlCC t:1S he felt this style wa.s oost effective. nut the 
field cbscrv2.ti )ns indic,,,te otherwise. He had no brief, no 
cons;,lt:::.ticns with c::..nyone. His knowledge of his ::i.uci.i12nce 
w--..s 'gcner'.1.1', s,~ wo.n his o.cqua.intence with his subject. 
Eis feC;dbo.ck c..;nsistcd "f w~tchinG his filn in ::i. thec.tre 
r.nc. he felt ·the :-.m:i-~nce ioi tat.:)d charo.cters in the filo 
_,,_ft er they so.w it. lie ccncludecl .. thn.t they liked the filn. 
He would not co.re ts ;.;.edify the film in any wo.y, nor die. he 
m0dify it in the ~rocess fron concerticn tc conpletion. He 
sccn.::d. quite uninter..::sted in the filn, n.nd conplnined that 
he would not unclcrtr.kc. any narc such fil:::is as he fcund the 
filn ;iurch::-"sing ~:,.0ncies in the government toe corrupt to 
d1~0.l with. liis filn ·,r['..s shct in the stuc.io, es it was 
cc:nvcr-icnt. Cheutho. Pn.lna is shewn quite frequently in the 
rur::i.l are::i.s c:-npr-~red to the total nuribcr cf rur2.l filn shows. 

Vi:112. is a c_.3.nccr ty tr:i.ining, hc..s o::i.d~ twc previous filns 
f~r Sto.tc Gcvcrn~ents, 'U1d is an independent producer. She 
intenC....::c. her f:.l::1, Hands fer an urban c.udience, "but als0 a 
rural audi11nce, H c.ncl fc-r 2.Il o.11 India rel.::a.sc. She also had 
no brief, ~r ofecific c~n~o.ic;n thene. The filo was nac.c, 
and then sell'\. t0 tho vc.rious purcho.sing acencies, oainlY the 
gcvernn en t f i cl,: publicity e.nd fa.oily phnn i ng d cp artc,c n ts , 
She had been •nrking in slUO areas in Boobay with a FanilY 
PlanninG Unit c.r.rl her knowlec."ge of her ::,,uc.icncc 2-nd of the 
subj cc t c ~~-• fr 0 -: thi s w c rk ancl the po.nphl et s :,.n d 1i t crd u re 
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available with the unit, which she came across in the course 
of her work. She chose her theme as unemployment and 
population explosion, watching the idle hands in the slums 
where she wor1ced. She did not use cor.imentary or c.ialogue 
in this fill!l as she felt the :pictures tole!. their own story 
better. Vimla felt that though she wanted to carry out sor.ie 
modifications in the filr.i durins production, the I!lUsic 
track had alrc2.d:r been too tightly laid to permit any chcnge 
without incurrinc a lot of expenditure. Her feedback 
consisted of w:itchinc the filn with sane people inn. village 
nen.r Bombay and ::he fcund that they like:d the filn. Hands 
is recoonendcd for showing to rural audiences, especially 
by the Depn.rtncnt cf Fi old Publicity, Ministry of Inf oroation 
and Broadcasting. F.nnds conveyed n.lnost nothinc to our 
a,udi -::nee, and w:>..s the lcc..st c::mprehensi ble of the seven filos 
shown in our spectator r0spcnse study. 

Teen Ghc..raney was ?reduced by Gcverdhandas Aegarwn.l, whose 
coopany, National Education and Infornation Filns, has be~n 
in (sane) production and (nore of) distribution, of 
educc..tional filns for several years. The film's director, 
KA Abbas, as well Mr Aggarwal, seer.iod quite clear about the 
intention behind the filn. Though they had no brief and 
according to Yi.r Agearwnl, the f~nily plannine procranne was 
too en.rly in its d--velopnent end had nc-t evol vec'. any 
pn.rticula.r campaign thene, the thinkine behind the film wa:: 
quite clear and consistent. It wn.s neant for an urban oid~le: 
class audience, was shot in a studio, and the narrative 
forr:iat with dialogue was used as they felt th& audicmce we1s 
more receptive to such a forr:ic..t. The choice of huLour wns 
also dictated by the feelinc that 'sane thincs cet across 
in humour when they do not otherwise'. The director also 
said th~t the idea of the filo w~s to cet rid of th6 noticn 
that 'a larce faoily wc,s divinely bles sec!.'. Mo.11.y cf thcss:; 
elencnts dic:1. get across even to our rurn.l audience, t:houch 
the filn was intenc1..&d for a,n urban audience. 130th the 
director anc. producer said they would not like to ch2.nce 
anythinG in the filn. The director had no feedback, sn.yin(; 
the Droducer oust have got sonc fron the purchn.sinc ncencics. 
The prc-•cluc er nercly said, "we were told the filn w:1s C'- o:l". 

Actual Experience was nade by the Filos Division of the 
Governoent of India. It ha~ a clear brief fron th~ Depnrtnent 
of Fn.nily PlanninG, with the objective of dis?ellinc fears 

· about the loop as a contraceptive device, countering runotL."T'B, 
and creatinc credibility by filninc interviews of actun.l 

II/5 



-5-

users of the loop. The director, OP Arora ti1e producer 
Pramod Pati and the family planning offici~ls worked clo;ely 
together on the film, and the filmakers studied their 
subject with the help of case studies, field workers and 
publications of the Dcp~rtmcnt of Family Planning. The 
intended ~;udL,nce, the producer said, was urban n.nd rural 
while the director cnphc.sised the urban. Mr Pati also went 
on to say that he d~siroc th'.'..t stylistically tho film should 
be unsophistic~tcn, so t½'.'..t a rura.l audience ~ay und0rstand 
it. Tho director fcl t tho. t a. wide reprosen t,'.'..tion of regions 
was achieveQ by using~ number of lo.ngu~,ges and people of 
different rc&ions, cL.~d he w~s quite satisfied with his raixed 
use of synchronous S)lu~d ~nd voice-over. These elenents of 
presentation were precisely what confused our audience and 
the number of different people filtied ,1 '.)creased i Q3ntific,'1ti ·n 
nnd creG.ibility. Nor dL~ the film nan'.'..ge to counter rumours 
or dispel fears. Mr Pcti told our interviewer that since 
r:1Cking the filn, his opi~ion about its suitability for~ rur:'.l 
audience had chanGed c.nd he felt it would have been ideal 
if there coula mve been separate filos for separate audiences 
of differin~ no.tuxes nnd language groups. But there were 
practical constraints within which the Fil□s Division worked 
which could not n:i...~e this possible. Tho filn was studied 
in Bonb~y and Delhi, but usin~ a sno.11 urban s8.Dple, and 
ninor nodific~tirns in 1ialogue were c~rrie~ out. The fil~ 
was shot on l0co.ticn. 

Teen Saal Baad also received a brief, but whereas the producer, 
Mr Asthana, told us it was to advocate fanily planning to a 
f1uslin audience, the director, Chandra, WilS nore specific 
a.nd snid that th0 pur::_,ose of the filn we.s to c00.r:1.unicate the 
idea of spacin~ betwaen children, os?ecially ta a Muslin 
audience, but gener~lly to a North Indian rural audience, 
giving the J0ther's health and general fanily welfare as the 
reason to n0 so. The producer was acquainted with his 
su1Jj ect as he hcd been cocrdinn.ting fn.2ily plannini:; r,ublic i ty 
in Filos Division 1nd said he had an idea 0f ~is ~udicnce 
through his Ituslio fricnd.s. The c.ircctor acquainted hinself 
thr0ugh case studies; both the director cnd the producer rod 
worke~ for n long tine in Uttur Pradesh n.nd belong thore. 
lhe directer ~lsc chose a narrntive/dialogue fomat, followed 
o. slow pa.cc in the filn and used characters frc.n a village 
neo.r Bombay to play his roles. The no.in ch~racters in the 
fil:::are ,.,_ y')unc- !1:uslio C-::.uple. ill these elenents were 
chosen to reln.te better to the filn's intended n.udience nnd 
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:.. 'l:' .;~:cct:: . .-t0l' ··2~•)f">;lC! f'1 vr-;·, ,··c.:e, thc-.t ". f'li T' :,.:;J:'l'nt wo.s 
e,c'ric:cr' in tc:::.'.,S 1">/ 1; ;.;ir rc .... ::i.tL1f T') tr.i,' fil:n. Thoug}! 
the filI!l was shc,t on locr>.tion in 2. village nea.r l3omb.:1y the 
i:mle spect.:1 tors in cur stu'°"Y renC'..rke". on the str'.lnceness 
of the nucloc.r fC>.oily structur(. shown in the filn and on.ny 
of the rosponCents sn.ic:1. the cho.rn.ctors scenea n. little 
UT:}2.Jli se' 1.• The feed be.ck the filo2kers h."C. wc..s thrc.•uch the 
press nnc. thrcu 6b c•bse:rvn.tion while sitting with an audience 
in a.n urb-:i.n th1.:1tre. :::'he, c'..iroct:::,r felt th1.t thcu.,.h he diJ. n0t 
feel ::i.ny r.oclific::.ticns ,. ere ncce:ssr:.ry in the filn~, he:? wn.s 
however opc-n i;o ti~e: L'..o~, tb.:1t chnnt..·es nit5ht i-.ijlrovc it. 

Chor Chor w::co pr"dUC8c' by Utt.:1r Pr:i.:.'l.esh St2.te Gcvornnent. 
'1.1he director, Su:::::-ei:,~1 Eic::i.n h::i.d orl~ .:1 general trief, but 
drew on his fa::iily .'.ln( pcrs•·nnl experience .'.1Dr1 selected the 
thcno of lun,:, ci visirm with which he wn.s able to identify 
~uc. to his cwn childhocc experiences. He b~sec. his fil~ 
en c. short stcry l ~, Shn.n.l{c..r Pras.1-d SinG"h, which W'"'..f' 
ccnsi~orably no~ific1 for the filn. He did not wish to 
enploy hunour, ::i.s the: subject wn.s a serious one, n.rn:l.. wishoc: 
rather tc stir srcinl consciousness. Since the sutjcct w:;,s 

0
€ncrc.l n. stu}y of it was nccessa.ry. His nttitu~e WC'..S t: 

present 2. rrcbler., o.m1 let the audience cor'.le t.:- their own 
ccnclusions, for ns lcn~ as he coulj nake them think, his 
pur1,ose wc.s c.chie:ve,. Th:it is one reason why he. avoided. 
nentioninG specific nethoc:s n.nd adoptinc n. "h2.rd sell" 
approach. He used & first person narration as that was an 
ol' j ccti ve view of the events of the story given by a 
ch~,racter not directly })£:.rticipating in the story of the 
fil~. And this distwce wculd be effective in its eMntional 

impact. 

Regardinc the audience, he said that unfortunately he had to 
cor:!pror::ise as the fili:: hc.d to be nade for both urbnn P.nd • 
rural audiences. But he went on to say that it did not 
nc..tter wh:1-t the nudi once wc.s, if the fil~ was Good end the 
filnc.kcr hone~t. I~s e~ph.:tsis was on the qu~lity of the 
filr: i tceli' 3.nd t:1c conviction of the filaek::r and his 
invol yc::::1ont ,;it--: tr:e s1.:"!)ject. He so.,id that thouc-h he tried 
re~dinc audi .nee rerorts, he was dis::i.1,;-ointcd a.s they did 
not give ::1uch insicht into the reactions of the audi. ences. 

He in~end2d- the filn for both the l.'.lnded and the landless 
people though the story of the filn was about the l~:1'1ed class. 
He fol t this should cake no difference. Though working 
intuitively, the res)onse in our spcct.:ttor resi)onsc study 
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indicates that the filrao.kcr seems to have been a~le to 
achieve nany of his objectives, ,;Ven though only sectionally, 
- the nc..le section of our spectators were affected by this 
filr:1. However, Nigan sc:.ys thc.t if he were to renn.ke this 
film, he woulc retain the content ~ut inprcvc techni~~l 
shcrtcooinGS )f which there were DMY• The spectat~r 
response ref:::..ects their ,,ensitivity to this fo..ctor 2.s well 
as the characters in the filn being ~ottGr eff th~n 
thecselves. They reacted ~dversoly to these ol2cents, the 
conpronise in the intended nixed. audience perhc-1.r:is beinG 
responsible for the choice =f chnr~ctcrs in the filn. 

Looking across these dcscrirtions of the filoo.kers' n~king 
of their files, a few r.oints stand out. A specific brief, 
a well defined nessage c.,'1.d. intended audi:.mce help t , cake 
the filn 2ore c0n::1unicative. Whether this is evclved by 
the filB<'-ker or the s:ponsor, or in unison, the effect is 
equal. Either deep invclvcnent in or study of the subjc~t 
clarifies one's arproach and is reflect0d in the quality 
cf the filn. This is well suprorted by careful ccnsidcrctic'n 
of the filo liter~cy of the intended audience in sho..ping 
fcrn~t ~nd style of the filn. 

The ootivation of the filoaker, his conviction, his 
professional interest and his reason for ~aking a particular 
filo or filns of this nature, is also ioportant. Perhaps 
here, apart froo the intention and experience of the 
filnn.ker, his financi::1.l constraints also influence his 
capabilities and his ::ioti va tion. They alsc influence the 
tine, thought and care he gives to his file. 

There seens to be a sint';Ular lack of interest in the audience, 
no nechanisn for feedback; and no prolonged f~::rl.liarity of 
the filnaker 'Iii th the intendecl. audience of the filo, 
especially ·,,hen it is rural. 



III• A SEMI OLOGICAL STUDY OF TWO FAMILY PLANNING FILMS 

In~~= ~2.Jysis
1

of_spectator response patterns to r'ilms as compared 
to 1:ue fil~aker s intent we find that the images evoke responses 
that were unintended, comprehension and credibility fluctuates and 
messages often do not register on the spectator. Of course this 
varies between different c~ltural gTOups with varying levels of 
film literacy. In our study of the coomunication prooess we felt 
that c:.n i.npG.!:ta:::t contribution would be to make an analysis of some 
of -the filcrs that we were examining for spectator response. 

Our object:.ve was to arriYe at a methodolog,J for analysing the 
fi ln expres.don - the use of language, the consistency of theme, 
mcssag-e and narrativit~'• In this context, we found the method 
of filn se:::riotics developed ~y Christian Metz very meaningful. 
Tr..e second ob.jecti ve of this study was to apply this nethod to 
moti,a~ional filos wlu~e nornally this method has been restricted 
to the stt,dy of the feature film. We further felt that this 
analysis will help in th0 developing of better research tools to 
u;.'!derst1:md the spectator's perception patterns of film. Finally 
we also wanted to found some basis for the spectator response 
patterns in terms of the inherent structure of the films. 

We selected two films (Teen Saal Baad and Hands) out of the 10-t 
of seven for this analysis. These two filos represented two 
extreme □ in film presentation methods, one using sequential 
n~rrative, with characters and dialogues and Hands being 
s-t::-1:.cturcd li"!.ce a visual essay with only music on the scund track. 
iie f5.rst examine t::.e nature of film-cinematographic narrative, 
film langu~ge and relation between filn and linguistics. Then 
ws cutline a methodology of film semiotics in terns of large 
s:

11
rt;::,go:.:1tic unit:; os developed by Metz. Thirdly/ we classify 

a-.,_J. ~nalyse the t\o:O filns Teen Saal Baad and Hands in terms of 
its synt:igmatic uni+.s. Finally we attempt to draw some 
cor.c::. ..... s.i.ons which we relate to the spectator response pattern. 

l. lJi,,TUR:iJ OF F:r::..n 

(i) I~p~cssion of reality: The fi~m image gives~ i~pression of 
rea:ity. Tris imprv3sion of reality comes fron within us, fron 
the prcjecti0nn and identifications that are nixed with our . 
percentiot of th~ filCT. By isolating fiction from reality film 
M".::eo ·it easier f0r the spectator to participate in the fictional 

reality en the scree~. 

r3.rti.cipation, ho\1ever, oust be engendered. It is not enough to 
tc 'disconnected' froo the real world, the spectator has to • 
~ccon~lish a tr2-~sfercnce of reality, involving a whole, affective, 
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perceptual and intellecti vc activity, ,,·hich cnn be: sparked only 
by a spectacle resembling at least slightly the spectacle of 
reality. In the cacc of film the principal positive factor 
causing this impression of reality is the reality of notion. 
"To inject the reality of motion into the unreality of the icage 
and thus to renc.er the world of the im11gination more real thn.n it 
had ever been - this is only part of the secret of !uotion 
pictures. i; 

(ii) Cinematographlc narrative;- A narrative has a beginning 
nnd an ending - that is to say, the narrative is a temporal 
sequence. One of the function3 of the narrative is to invent 
one time Eiche□c in terns of 2.nother tiI!le scheme - and this is 
whc.t distinguishes narr2..tive from simple description (which 
creates one sp~ce in time) and fron the in~ge (which creates 
one space in another sp0ce). This exanple of the cinematographic 
narrative easilf illustrates the point : A rnctionleos and 
isolated shot of c. stretch of desert is ru1 image~ several 
partial and succesnive shots of this desert waste mr.ke up a 
description~ s~veral successive shots of a caravan moving across 
the desert c0nstitute ~ narrative. 

Every narrative is therefore a stater.1ent (discourse) or a 
sequence cf stater:ients. In this sense it must refer necessarily 
to n suhj ect of the st:::. temmt. On the whole the presence of a 
narrator is alw~ys felt ~n the cinema. In the case cf file 
narrative the spectator perceives inages, which have obviously 
been selected and arranged by the filn~er ('grand imagier'' and 
it is he who is the 'potential linguistic focus' situated 
sooewhere behind the film? and representing the bc.si s that nakoa 
the filn possible. A narrn.tive is ~~lso 2, sur.i of events tho.t h2.ve 
been ord~red in a particular sequence. 

Another pa:!'.'ticulnr c.spe~t of the nn.rrative is tl'k--:-'-t~,c rcndcrc.d 
object is unreal. By its very existence:, the na:::·~·:-:!.ti, c fil::: 
suppresses the here and. now, even ir. live news ccve~·::-..gc on 
television, which is ren.l but occurs else-.,herc and c:: th.:, sc::,_·(:t-n~ 
is unreal. 

In filn narrative the inege is the vclricle of c.rtic~l~te~ 
lo.nguage and like the sentence ( which corrcspor.dc to c. stater..:(nt) 
of the hum::::.n lc:.ng-uage, .~ shot is th£ b2.sic properly n".'..rr2.tis:: 
unit and it hes the following characteristics: 

(n.) Filo ir-i.n.ges n.re like stc.tenents and unlike words, infinite 
in nUI:1be.r; 
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(b) The¥ are in principle the invention of the filmaker 

(spen.ker ); 

(c) They yield to the receiver a quc.ntity of indcfinit~ 

informations 

(d) They are actualized units; 

(e) Since they are indefinite in n~mber, only to a sn2.ll dci;:;rc2 
do they assume their ~eanings in p2.radigI!latic opposition to ~he 
other inages that could have appeared at the sane point along the 

filmic chain. 

(iii) Filo as language:- In the early years of t~e cinena and 
especially durinc the period when nontage and the efficacy of it 
were being discovered by fil~clcers like Eisenstein, Pudovkin, 
Dzign. Vertov, a veritable galaxy of filn theoreticians evolved 
around the concept of montage. It becru:ie wrongly asserted tn~t 
montage wn.s in reo.li ty the sum of filr:ri.c creation. The isol::i.ted 
shot wc.s only r~w m~teri~l to be n-mipul~ted wd pieced together 
through montage. Descriptive realisn or shooting~ scene 
continuously w:-.s totally unacceptable. It h::i.d to be fr8.gnented, 
isolc..ted ::tnd then reassembled to convey its nec.ning. In other 
words, nont~ge becane a mechD..nic~l ~eo.ns by which filn frc.gI!lents 
could be put together by the filon.ker. In this context, Roberto 
Rossellini in c.n interview to C~hiers du Cinen.~ mc.ny ye~rs lo.ter 

- sn.id, 0 Things are. Why oc..nipuln.te ther:1?
11 

On the other ho.nd it wo.s natur~l thnt film was thought to be a 
'language systen' r~ther th~n o. language. Film required some 
or~nis~tion and neccssit~ted cutting c.nd montage. It was 
believed that n. film w:,_s understood only on the bc.sis of the 
viewer's understanding of the systen of the cinema. The inherent 
intelligibility of a dissolve or doubl.::: .Jxposure c~nnot cl;,,rify the 
plot of c. film unless the spectator hc.s ::i.lreadY been exposed to 
films where double exposure or dissolve wr:s used intelligently. 
Yet, the nc.rrati·,e force of a plot can len.d us to understand 
the double exposure o~ the dissolve, if not in the first filn 
we see then, ::.t lee.st by the third or fourth. 

With the wri tin"?;S of Andre Bn.zin n.nd the n.ppen.ronce of Cahiers du 
Cineno. group~ iuestioning of the rnnnipulative n~ture of montage 
started. The ::.rgunent was that if fil:::i was n. b.nguage then it 
should speak D..nd not artificially by arrc..neing i~n.gcs ~ccordirlb 
to some prescribed systen whose necessity w~s no longer evident! 
Continuity shooting, depth of field n.nd the sequence shot found 
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expression in the filns of young directors of the French 
'nouvelle vague'. Alexandre Astrue, a filraaker himself,'coined 
the phrase 'camera stylo'. The ca~era pen should write what it is 
made to write~ and the writer should be free to use it any way 
he wnnts. 

(iv; Film and Linguistics:- If filo was not a lc.nguage system 
could the study of filn have a linguistic dinension? :De Saussure 
who made the study of hu_,'l.D.n l::..ngungcs the subject of linguistics 
also laid thE: foundntions of a much bro8.d(>r science, semotics 
(seniology) of which lincuistics was only a part. Semiotics 
would include nonverh~l systems (highwcy code, cartographic 
convention), tr.1.~svero~l syste~s (folktales, ~yths) and also 
syste~s that bridge the ve~bal and nonverbal. Oddly enough, 
though linguistics w~s to be a p~rt of seniotics, it developed 
faster and the study of huc:ian b.nguage has Given lingui sties a 
rigor which is useful, in the study of filn semiotics. 

In cinema a cinena~ocraphic language (the specific levels of 
codification that are constituted by the signifying organizations 
proper to all filns) has no second articulation. The signifier 
(the inage) and the significate (what it represents) is the saDc. 
There is no distance between 'content' and 'expression'. In 
film, .-·inematographic langu2.ge constitutes only one of na.ny 
signifyinc levals. So!!:e other signifying organisr:tions would 
include the percept1.1..~l, intellectual, iconological, ideologic~l 
and other elenents th~t affect the understanding of a whole filo. 
Cinematographic lan.;uage as a concept is a methodological 
abstraction because it is ~ever present alone in filns and is 
always present ir.. co□bin:ttion with various other systems of 
signification - cultt:ral, social, stylistic, perceptual. 

In cinema the in~(.; corresponds to one or more sentences (in 
the linGtristics sense~ anc the sequence is a complex segnent of 
a discourse. T!_e shotll n sentence, is the snallest unit. And 
even when the shot is like n word {a close up of n revolver) 
it is still like c word sentence ( here is~ revolver!) The 
ir.lase is therefore n.lw::ys speech ancl. never n. unit of language 
like the word. ve Saussure hed observed that syntax is only nn 
aspect of the synt2.gw~tic. The shot is the smallest unit of the 
filoic chn.in~ the sequ~nce is n. great synt~bL'atic whole. 

Filw, like verbal lan~ge can be used merely as a vehicle, without 
any artistic intention, with designction (denotation) governing 
alone. In any work of art the world thn.t is represented {denoted) 
never constitutes the nn.jor part of what the author has to say. 
Its function is only to introduce the expressed world: the 
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artists' style, the relationship of tGcnes and vn.lucs - in shc~t, 
the connotative universe. In cinena on the other hand aesthetic 
expressi v:::ness is gr?.fted onto natural expressiveness. It is 
easy to create an effect when one has av::!.ilable the natural 
expression of ti1ings, of bein.;s, of the worldl There is 
expression when a 'neaning' which is sc:nehow inE',2.!!E:r.~ to :--.. t11.ir;s, 
is d.irectly rel8ased fron it, n.nd oorges·with its V<]°::Y fC'rn. 
In the semiologicd sense e1oaning is no.tur.:.llY derived fror:: the -
signifier ~s ~ whole, without resortir.G to~ code. =n cinec~ 
it is the art of honogeneous connotation (expressi·:6 connotation 
G.d.dcd to expressive denot2.tion). The truth of this is tn0rcfore 
that there c~n be no totally ~esthctic use of cineon. (•pure' 
cinena) because cv>-n the Jost c~nnotative inage C<'-'1Ilot ~void 
being also a photc;T~phic representation. Siru.l,:i.rly there is 
no totally 1 utilitari2.n' cineca been.use the uost denot~tive 
i::2.ges ca_nn')t ~void sooe connot8.tion. 'i'he nest li te+2.l • 
cduc~tional docunentary c:::i.nnot prevent itself fron fr~ci.nG its 
ioagesond organizing their sequence wi+,h at le~st sonething like 
an ~rtistic concern. To speak the langti~be of filo is to 
invent it. Unlike the spoken sentence a filn does not 
autocctic~lly entail~ direct ~nswer froo an interlocutor· 
present, ru1 im:iediatc reply in the so.nc languagej <'..Ild in this 
s0nse filn is expression rather than signification. Hence the 
need to study the larger signifying units in the cinena. 

So f,:-_r there have been four ways of :::i.p:pro"'.ching cinena. The 
first two be lone to the co::mon viewer. Fi l!!ls must 1-Je seen: they 
oust be seen in their historic context. The third approaCh 
would be the theoretici::i.n's ::,pproach: filnakers, critics who 
are within the cinematogr~phic universe expounding the various 
theories of cinena (Eisenstein, E~zin). Fourthly, ~here .is the 
o.pproach of people froo the c,itside. Fil~,010,;y or the study of 
filcic f~ct ~s studied by psychologists, psychi~trists, 

~duc~tors, ~entheticic.ns. 

Hetz suggests ':!. seniologicc.l :-i;pproc.ch which is very close to 
both filraology ~nd th8 theory of cinero.. The approach would 
be derived as ouch frou the writings of the gre~t theoretici~S 
as from the studies of filoology. The nethods of linguistics 
applied to cine= cight "-chieve, at le~st on the level of large 
signifying units, a study of the mechanisn~ by which.human 
significn.tior1s ere tr~sni ttt:d in hunan society. 

1wrnono10GY FOR FIL'i'1 SEMIOTICS 

The first proble~ that crises in ~his context is the question of 
ncrrativitY and cinena. l.xe we to study onlY the feature films 
(narrative filos) or, include short filos, documentaries, 
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technological, ~c2~gogicnl and advertising filns? The historical 
and social fact is that cinena has evolvec to be priLQrily a 
:c:iachine for telling stories. It is not only the social 
superiority of the narrative film but also that nonnarrativG 
films differ fro:c:i the feature films with respect to their 
social purpose n.nd by their c~ntent much nore tha..~ their 
'langmge process'. The basic features of tho seDi otics of thv 
cinena - montage, canera 1:1ovements, see.le of shots, relationship 
between inn.ge and speech, sequences - are on the whole so.!:le in 
the soall and big filns. Jmother i:c:iportant fo..ct is that 
historically cineca energed fro□ a □ere 'means of reproduction' 
to a vehicle of telling stories through specific signifying 
procedures. Ma..l"ly optical effects and 'punctuations I were 
d0veloped in the search process of the artist to articulate the 
narrative discourse. 

In the study of cincnatographic la.ncuge we could either cxanine 
it as a seniotics of denotation or as a seniotics of connot~tion. 
In the latter case it would be close to cinema as an 'art' but 
this study would be like the study of literary art. The properl;\' 
aesthetic orderings and constraints - versification conposition, , 
franing, c~nera novencnt, light effects - serve as the cnnnoted 
inst'Ulce, superi:c:iposed over the denoted neaning. In cinena the 
significGtc of ell connot3tion would be the cinenatographic 
(literary) style, genre (the epic, the western), synbol 
(pr~losophical, ideological) or its poetic atnosphere~ and its 
signifier would be the whole dcnotated seniclogical :c:iateriai. In 
1...cerican g~nster novi8s, where, for exanple, the slick pavenent of 
the waterfront distills an impression of anxiety and hardness 
(sigiificate of connotation); the scene represented (dil!lly lit, 
deserted wharves, with stacks of overhead cranes, the significate 
of denot~tion) and the technique of the shooting, which is 
dependent on the effects of lighting in order to produce a 
certain picture of the docks (signifier cf denotation) ccnverge 
to forn the signifier of the cormotc:tion. In other words, the: 
significate cf ccnnotc.tion co.n establish i tsclf only when thG 
correspondin 6 signifier brines into play both the sicnifier and 
significc.te cf denotntic~. 

On the other hanc., trio concept of :';_iegesis is as important for the 
film seniologist as the idc~ of art. Th~t is to say, the fil□ 's 
represented inst~nce; the narration itself and also the fictional 
space anc tice dinensicns i□pli0d in o.nd by the nc.rr~tive, and 
consequently the char2.cters, the landscapes, the events, and 
other nc.rrati ve ele□ ent s, insofn.r as they are considered in 
their denoted aspect. These ~re central questions to the seniotics 
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of the cinema. In filn, unlike still photography from which it 
is derived, the denotation is not a visual transfer (photocheoical 
reproduction) which is not codified o.nd hn.s no inherent 
organisation. In the cinel!I.D., a whole semiotics of denotation is 
possible and necessary for a filn is conposed of many photographs 
which give us only partial views of the diegetic referent. For 
ey['.Cple, ~ 'house' would be a shot of a staircase, a close-up 
of a window, brief establishing shot of a window etcetera. Thus 
a kind of filoic articulation ~ppezrs. It is the dcnotaticn itself 
that is being constr.;.~ted, org2.nised and codified. Lacking 
absolute laws, filnic intelligibility depends on a certain 
nuober of dosino.nt h::i.bi ts. A filn put together haphn.zardly 

would not be understood. 

As discussed earlier the snallest unit in the filcic chain, the 
shot, is nore a.kin to a stateocnt (free conbinaticn or a speech 
arrangeoent). The ioa.ge is always assertive - that is to say 
by cb..-mging any of the elenents (canera angle, lighting etcetera) 
a different st~tenent would be obtained and therefcre ~he 
syntagmatic category will be doninant rcther than the 
p,,.radigcatic category in the seniotics of the cine=• ilt),ough 
each ioage is a free creation the arrangement of these ioages 
into an intelligible sequence - cutting and ~ontage - fit into 
the constraints of a few large syntn,gmatic structures. 
Therefore in our study we shall attempt to study filn semiotics in 
terns of these large syntagmatic categories. Metz distinguishes 
between eight oain types of syntagoa.tic units in filn language. 

(i) AUTONOMOUS SHOTS where a single shot constitutes a prinarY 
subdivision of the filo. The fa.nous sequence shot of node:rn 
cineoa where o.n entire scene is treated in a single shot. Scee 
shots c~n be ~utotooous also because of their status as 
syntagmatic interpolations. These can again be further 
subdivided into four types of inserts, the nondiegetic insert 
(image having a ccnpo.rative function showing an object which 
is external to the action of the film); the subjective insert 
(i=ge conveying not the present but= ~bsent nonent like 
i=ees of drean, fear, nenory etcetera); the displaced diegetio 
insert (an inn.ge thn.t while reoaining entirely •real', is 
displaced frOJ its noroal filliri.c position. For exaople, within 
c sequence of showing the pursuers a single shot of the pursued 
is inserted) and finally the axplanatorY insert (the enlarged 

det~il). 
(ii) and (iii) ;,nong the syntagmas (autonomous seg:,ents conposed 
of severa1shots) ~ second criterion makes it possible to scpo.r~te 

III/8 



-
' -8-

nonch.ronologicnl <'..Ild cmonological syntagons. In the first, the 
tenpcra.l relationship bet,-reen the fo..cts presented in the different 
innges is not defined in the filn; in the second kind it is. 
Among the nonchrcnologic2.l synta.gna. one cc.tegcry is the PARALLEL 
SYNTAGJ1A where the oonta.ge interweaves twc or oore a.ltcrnnting 
ootifs but no precise rel,,tionship is ::i.ssigned tc ther:i - :it 
least on the level cf danot~tion. For exo.nple, i~.n.ges of 
trc.nquility altcrnc.ting with ioa.ges of disturb2.I1ce, shots of the 
city and of th0 country o.nd so on. This kind of nontage hns a 
syobolic vci.lue. 

A second nonchronologiccl syntagno.. c:::.n be defined ns follows: ~ 
series of very brief scenes representing occurrences that the 
fil~ gives ns ~ typical sc.nple of a seoe order of reclity, 
without in nny w~~- loc:::.ting them in e, chronologicn.l relc.tion to 
enc n.nothe:r. For cx::.r:iplc, the first crotie iongcs of Uno FeDTie 
Mo.rice (Jean Luc Godo..rd 1964) sketch a glcbnl picture of nodcrn 
love through varintions nnd pc.rtial represent,,tions. This cnn 
be terr::cd :is a :BRACI~EI' S1'NTJ.GI·U. ~d frequently a sequence like 
this is strung together throuch opticc.l ef.fects (dissolves, p::i.n 
or wipes) incic~tin~ thereby thnt the sequence should be 
considered ns a whole. 

(iv) f..mong the chronologic~l syntagn~s, the temporal 
relo..tionships between the facts th~t successive inagcs show us 
are d fined on the level of denotation. In the DESCRIPTIVE 
Sr1~TAGMA there is sinultn.neity in the successive inages (a 
tree, followed by a running stream next to the tree, etcetera). 

(v) All other varieties of chronological syntagI!laS are 
narrative syntagmas. Within the narrative syntagna there ~re 
two divisions:. the syntagma may interweave several distinct 
temporal progressions (ALTEimATE SYNTAGI'-iA) or it Eay consist of 
a single succession enconpassing all of the irnagcf (linear 
narrative syntagma). The alternate syntagma is qdte corrzton 
and well known as 'parallel montage' or 'synchronis:-'. For 
example, shot of the pursuers, followed by a sLot of the 
pursued, and back toe shot of the pursuers. Two or core series 
of events are presentec alternately in such a way that within 
each series the temporal relationships are consecutive, but that, 
between the series taken as wholes the temporal relationship is 
one of si~ultaneity. 

{vi) Within the linear narrative syntagma whi~h is a_ single 
succession linking together all the acts seen in the images, a 
further distinction is possible. Succession may be continuous 
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(without breaking) or discontinuous (jumps). One should be 
cautious though not to commit simple camera breaks (cutaway, 
etcetera). When succession is continuous we have a syntagma 
that resembles a 'scene' of the thea~re or in daily life. 
The scene reconstrurts a unit still experienced as being 
•concrete', a place, a mooent in tine, an action, compact and 
specific. The signifier is fragmentary in the scene (a nuwber 
of shots) but the significate is unified and cont~nuous. 

(vii) and(viii) As opposed to the scene we have the linear 
narrative syntagma where the temporal oruer of the facts 
presented are discontinuous. TheOe can be termed as sequences 
proper. Within the sequence proper there are two subdivisions. 
An ORDINARY SEQUENCE where the temporal discontinuity may be 
unorganised and scattered and the viewer skips the ooments that 
have, to his :nind, no direct bearing on the plot. On the other 
hand, the discontinuity may be organised and oay in fact be the 
principal structure and intelligibility in the sequence and this 
could be termed EPISOTIIC SEQUElJCE. The sequence strings 
together a number of very brief scenes, which are usually 
separated fron each other in a chronological order. In the 
ordinary sequence each one of the units in the narrative simply 
presents one of the unskipped momer.ts of the action. In the 
episodic sequence each image appears distinctly as the symbolic 
sur:unarY of one stage in the fairly long evolution condensed by 

the total sequence. 

In conclusion, before applying this ~ethod to the specific films 
in our context we would like to make a few general obse·rvations. 

(i) '!' 9 £yntago2,tir; t"Y3;'es • in which denotation is not analogous 
retain a certain aoount of naturalness in the relationship of 
signifier and signified. Th~s in the alternate syntagma, 
denotation is r.ot analogous yet it is seen that the intelligibility 
of ttis kind of montage is based on a ~pontaneous for!!l of 
inter~olatior. practised by the s~ectator ~uite naturally. 

(ii) The pr1ctice of the cineoa, both its creating and its 
viewing, requires a certain apprenticeship but that is very 
slight cor:::pn.red to what languaG'e deoands. 

(iii) There are various fil~ic paradigms which are not being 
exanin'd here (ce.eera ~ovenent, internal structures of a •shot', 
dissolves, relationship between sound and light). Only the 
common cha.racteristCcs of syntagmatic elements that a.re alreadY 
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(iv) Even though speech is an i~portant element of cinema only 
the relationships between speech and image,.speech and the rest 
of the sound track have been analysed. 

(v) Also at this stage of development of film semiotics it is 
very difficult to differentiate and demarcate the exact dividing 
line between 'sr".all' and 'large' unit,s. Thus, _as l'fotz,puts it~ 

• awhen we reach the level of 'small' ·elem en ts one suddenly finds 
onc3elf referred to the'myriad winds of culture, the confused 
murmurings of a thousand other utterances g the synbolism of 
the human body, the language of objects, the system of colours, 
the sense of clothing and dress, the eloquence of landscc!-pe. In 
thes~. cases the study of the properly filmic creations of the 
cppropriate significations will provide us with no essential 
paraaigm ~ for those great creative.tropes of meaning and of 
hUE.ani ty will re.wc:.in· imbedded in culture. 11 

In this methodology the autonomous segments (units) have been 
isolated from the film and these units are located in the filn 
and in relation to the plot. The relation between the screen 
instance (signifier) and the diegetic instance (signified) has 
to be erected as a D8thodological principle because only then 
can identification of ~he units (autonomous segments) become 
possible. This is again because of the social fact that cinema 
has evolved as a story telling device and even in normative 
films the principles governing them are the same. If the· 
cinema had not evolved as being thoroughly narrative, its 
grciillDar would have been different. 
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~. STh1TAGI1ATIC ANALYSIS OF THE IMAGE TRACK ,.. 

A. Teen Saal Baad 

l SEQU'n!C E 

The film begins with shots of a young Muslim couple (Yasin and 
Razia) seeking blessings at the darga of Haji Yiallan which is 
established through the Naatiya Qawwali on the soundtrack. They 
are obviously in a gay holiday mood as they come out of the 
mosque and walk down n bazaar. Razia's attejtion is caught by a 
bangleshop and the couple go inside to select bangles for her. 
Her atten~ion is causht by a baby's photograph on a calendar 
a.nd she responds with a smile. From the little conversation 
that follows between Yasin and Razia it become apparent that she 
wants a child. As they leave the bangle shop they meet a woman 
selling toys (whose calls were heard on the sound track earlier) 
and when she tries to sell toys to them Yasin exclaims that 
Biuda made better toys than hers. This becomes the point of 
transition from this sequence to the next. 

We have considered this syntagma as an ordinary sequence because 
chronological continuity is retained throughout the sequence 
though there are skipped moments in the chronology. I{ is not 
a scene because the spatial continuity is broken by the couple's 
'moving from the mosque to the bangle shop. 

In the bangle shop there is a srr.all portion which is achronological 
and that is the intercutting ·between Razia' s face and the baby' S' 

face on the calender. This could be interpreted as a parallel 
syntagma but it is.i so brief that we have considered it merely 

as an insert. 

2 SCENE 1-2 = Montage with effect 

This scene introduced through a montage onto a closeup of a 
clay humanoid figure (toy) which found mention in Razia and 
Yasin's conversation ·with the woman selling toys. 

In this scene there ie a conversation between Binda (who is 
ma.king toys) and a stray character who expresses anxiety at Binda's 
prolific production rate and wonders where he would store all 
of them. Binda gets irritated an1 ~ends tri~ man away •. Bi~da's 
daughter comes into the workshop and tells lhnd~ that his v:1.fe 
was calling him inside. Einda tells her to go 1.n and continues 
working. After awhile the girl returns to say that her mother 
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was crying. Binda quickly gets up to go inside and tells his 
assistant to pack up and deliver the toys to the shop. The 
last shot of this scene presumes a few skipped moments as Binda.­
emerges from his house to talk to Razia next door requesting 
her to look after his wife while he fetched the doctor. 

Though there is~ brief time lag between Binda 1 s going into 
the house and his coming out we have treated it as one scene 
because it is the same continuous action and the last shot is 
used as a introduction to the next segment. 

In this segment also the humanoid clay figure and its foetus 
like mould can be interpreted as a recurring motif of the baby's 
face on the calendar in the first sequence. This is important 
because in this film the filma.ker uses the motif of a child to 
signify the central message of the film which is one of family 
planning and the healthy child. 

3 ALTERNATE SYNTAGNA 2-3 = Ordinary Montage 

In this section we have two simultaneous developments alternating 
with each other ns we see Binda hurriedly walking along the 
village street and close ups of his wife's face in an agonised 
expression and Razia soothing her. As the pace of the 
intercutting increases the soundtrack builds up the tempo of 
the drum beats alternating with the moans and gasps of Binda's 

wifG. 

This syntagma is brief and is a typical method applied in cinema 
to build up dramatic tension in the plot. In this particular 
case this segment provides a bridge between the earlier segment 

and the next. 

4 SEQ.UE1'C E 3-4 = Ordinary Montage 

This sequence is the most dramatic where we have the heightened 
agony of Binda's wife as she is in the throes of her labour 
pains while Razia helplessly watches on. An important detail 
is the oppressive environment of Binda' s household with five 
impoverished child.ran, crying and fighting with each other. 
These visual details help to build up the utter helplessness 
of Razia especially as one of the children breaks the water 
pot as &i.zia is about to take some water for the mother. This 
build up though literary, is very effective and the scene ends 
with the' appearance of the doctor and her assistant (professiona 
help), which provides the important transition to the second hal 

of the sequence. 
III/14 



-1-4-

We have chosen to classify this segment as a sequence because 
though the first part of it is a continuous scene the second 
part (after the arrival of the doctor) has a def~ite break in 
the temporal continuity as P.a.zia and Binda wait anxiously for the 
doctor to come out. The doctor comes out and tells Binda that 
the wife was well but the child was stillborn because the 
mother was weakened by malnutrition and frequent deliveries. 

1-!e also had ar. indic&tion earlier of the imminent tragedy, when 
Razia and Binda are waiting for the doctor and Einda treads 
backwards ruid stamps and crushes one of the humanoid clay 
figures (repetitive motif). 

The sequence ends with a short scene between the doctor and the 
stray character (stereotyped) who repeats the fact that he had 
expressed his concern at Einda 1 s prolific rate of production 
(an obvious double reference to the toys and the children). 
Razio. 2.nd Binda overhear this conversation and exchange a 
poignant and meaningful gl::.nce as they pass each other. 

Though this is one segment with a temporal continuity from the 
initial agony--n:f the wife to the ultimate departure of the 
docto~, the arrival of the doctor provides a definite dividing 
lir,e between the, agony and helplessness of Razia and the 
professional resolution to the sitm:rti.on-wi.:th.-a-messag~ for the 
future! 

5 PARALLEL SY11TAGMA 4-5 = Ordinary Hontage 

A short segment concentrates on Razia as sh8 returns to her 
house. The segment can be treated as her vi-sion or nightm8.I'e 
because it is not possible to place it in a spatiotenporal 
continuity. She comes into the house exhausted after th2 
ordeal. She glances on the clay figure and o.,pprcei,chcs its 
smiling gently. Close up shots of her fn.co and eyes intercut 
with the toy figure. Then there is 2. rc1pid successiorc cf 
inserts of c·hildren' s f:3.,ces end wailing E!.nd fightinE, wr..ich 
are all repeated from the earlier sequence during R::.zi~'s 
encounter with :Binda' s c:uldrcn. These inserts are brief and 
very often seem lik8 a flash. Occa.sionally a shot of :R...:czia' s 
frightened face is inserted as the pace of the montage tuilds 
up. At the end of this segment we see :Sazia lying in ths bed 
completely disoriented with her head at the bottom of -th:> fra'C'.le. 

This segment shows the disturbed state of Razia's mind after 
she goes through the harrowing experience at Einda's house. 
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Her earlier joy at anticipating a child as shown in the first 
segment is negated in this segment and_ she is left cornpl_etely 

disoriented. 

6 SCENE 5-6 = Ordinary Montage 

This segment begins with Yasin coming home after work. He finds' 
F.D.zia asleep and when he wakes her he notices that she is 
disturbed. She trias to tell him all that rod hauuencd end 
in one shot it is coI!lI!lunicated to him as through the window 
Yasin and Razia see Binda leave his house with the corpse of 
the stillborn infant. He comforts her and reassures her. 'l'he 
scene ends on~ closeup of Razia's face as on the soundtrack 
the words of the doctor I come to me for advice' is repeated. 

Razi~ f~lls asleep. 

7 SCENE 6-7 = Wipe 

This scene takes place in the family planning clinic where Raz±a. 
is exa::nincd by the doctor and told that she is pregnant.. She 
also tells Razia th~t there were no problems and that after 
the first child she should no~ have another child immediately 
but should use the IU8D (loop) to space her children. The 
couple lGave the clinic reassured and together in the joy of 

the expected child. 

8 PARALLEL Sil1TAGMA 7-8 = Ordinary Montage 

The final section of the film has an element of fantasy in it 
as the music ~nd the opti~~l effects give it a visionary qu::i.lity. 
We sec Razia ~nd Yasin's faces in closeups intorcut with a baby's 
face and eyes. Then, the two of them are kissing the baby and 
it brings us to. the end of the film as Razia and Yasin walk 
along laughing n.nd smiling with the family planning clinic in 

the background. 
This sequence is cle~rly a vision with the intent of reinf'orcin8 
the family planning mess,.ge and ~esolution in terms of a small 

family and a happy family. 

B. wms 

1 ERACKET snrrAGMA 

This film onlY uses the 1mage of hands to unf'old its narration. 
It begins with a rapid succession of brief shOts in colour of the 
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hands of an infant ela.SJ).i:l:lg a- mother-1--s breast as. i-t--i.s bainc fed 
to a child running his finger along the pages of a booJ:, h~nds ' 
engaged in different kinds of work, painting, music, lc·1crs 
holding hands, hands engo.ged in marriage ri tu.cl, cnra.birl.: ,: 
and finally the mo~her's and father's hands liftir 6 U] Q ci~lct~ 
hands. At this point the 'imago tu:rns n. bright red d'"'"lotiL.7 
a dramatic change. 

The er.tire segment which is in colour can be presuned t: den"tc 
life in its cyclical pattern with birth, growth, e::uca. ticn, 
activity, romanee, marriage, childbirth. The ioages arG vcr~ 
commonplace and used more as illustrations rather th2.11 <'S ri. ~"T,,cl. 
Most or" the shots h'.lv2 very little motion in them. Each stot-
is too brief to heve any indi vidu:::.l signification. In add.i tici , 
since the h~nds are not really used as symbols but only as 
illustrations they do net have any deep signification in the 
connotative real~ either~. 

2 BRACKET SY1{'.P.AGHA 1-2 = l1ontage with effect 

Froo the shot which turns red we have a visi..:.al contrast as the 
next seg:nent i·s entirely in black end white. This segment shows 
i~ages cf poverty, U.l"lernployment, hunger as hands clasp at a 
mother's hand distributing food, money changing hands as a girl 
is being peddled, hands sec.1rching £er food in a garbage heap, 
hands digging for water in the parched earth. Though, in 
this sequence there-is a single insert .of a chimney in colour 
we could not c.tt:dbute any meaning to it except that in the 
few shots that follov.· the pace incrt;;ases~;: the images are of 
hands picking pockets, rends behind bc::.rs and hands seeking alns • 

• This segment, -like the pre,,ious one, ends with a shot of 
outstretch.:;d hands seeking all:ls being mas1':ed from above and 
below as thG image freezes to leave this one pn.ir of outstretched 
hands on the screen. We can only state that this segr.:icnt where 
the shot;; follow one 2-nothcr in quick succession is used to 
contrast with the e2..rlicr segment where life in its r:any aspects 
and cyclical pattern was sho,m. Here the soci~l rGality of the 
Indin.n context is sh0,rn. There are r:o.n:r inccnsi s-tenci cs ,,_,hieh 
arise because the ootif of the hands is not used as n symbol but 
rather 2..s an illu~tration. Hence, there is no spatioternporal 
relationship within the sequence or in rcla tion to .each other. 
The arrangement is whinsice.l and hapr..azard. 

3 PARALLEL SYNTAGI·:t .. 2-3 = liontage with effe?t 

Thi's segment basic.11ly consists of a succession cf shots fros the 
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colour segment and the black and white segment alternated with 
each other. Visual contrast between the ioages of fullness of 
life and the desolate and depressing poverty e□erges as the 
tonal quality of colour and black and white images altemates. 
An inconsistency that appears in this section is that images 
that h~d not been used earlier are also introdueed with no 
apparent significance. They nre casually introduced and 
removing them from the film would not rn.ke any difference. 
The only new inage tho.. t md any significe.nce was the image of 
a clock which is repeated. a few times and ns the pace of the 
cutting increases the clock is alterno..ted with a closeup of 
a baby's face. The obvious implication is that the clock and 
the baby are somehow related. Presuming that the film has~ 
family planning 7essn.ge we can perhaps su~gest that the inages 
copnote the populo..tion explosion problem la baby born every 
nine seconds!) 

4 :BRACKET SYNTAGNA 3-4 = Hontage with effect 

The last segoent of the film begins with the image of a finger 
pointing to the audience and the soundtrack echoing the words 
'stop it'. This is the first tine words are used on the 
soundtrack which only carried ousic upto this point. Also 
'stop it' are the only words used (repeated in Hindi). Fron 
this point the iI!lages are those of many hands filling the 
screen or a man's outstretched hands in a stopping gesture and 
the shot of two pairs of h~nds (male and female) entwined in 
each ether coming up from the bottom enclosing the red triangle, 
a cornnon synbol of family planning. The film ends with 1 shot 
of the man's outstretched hands in a stopping gesture in a 
longshot with the faraily planning red triri.ngle in a corner. 

The film 'Hands' nay give the iopression of being o.. nonnarrati ve 
filI!l but the linear development of the film clearly indicates its 
narrativity. The motif of hands is used as an illustr-i.ticn 
rather than a symbol because it does not emerge with any kind 
of deep meaning nor does it relate to the message cf the filn. 
The random selection of images and the oinioal l8ngth for which 
each image is shown signifies just a cursory use of the ootif. 
The only important use has been during each transition between 
the sections where the ioage is dramatic to depict (sum up) the 
sequence that precedes-colour, fullness of life or poverty and 

unemploynent. 
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5 CONCLUSION 

If we classify the occurrence of the different syntagmatic typ0s 
in the two films we obtain the following clas8ifico..ticm acco:rding 
to the frequency of their occurrence. 

A. TEEN S.AJJ.. E~\J~D: Scene (three), ordinnry sequence ( tv!C,), 
paro.llel syntagma (two) and alternate s;yntagr:a (one). 

B. HANDS: Bracket syntagma (three), .::md par~llel syntag,-na (one;. 

In Teen Saal Eaad the scene which is the oost useful in terse 
description of a continuous piece of action do:rin::i.tes as the 
filma_'lcer chooses this syntagma in the sections where thG thematic 
content needs precise expression. The scene in :Sinda's workshop 
with the stereotype character comnenting on the prolific 
production of toys hn.s a signification in teros of the r.iessage 
of the filr.i. The depiction of Binda as a simple, happy crafts~an 
who mcl<:es cheeri'ul little humanoid figures heightens the ~r.ipact 
of the lnter tragedy which again is brought on by this simple 
person by his ignoranc0. 

The scene between Yasin and &zia where her earlier ordeal in 
Binda 1 s house gets comr.nmicated to Yasin, sho\·1s the close 
relationship between the couple. He understands her fear not 
only i~ terms of her experience but also that she does not want 
to share the sane fate c!.S Bind.c:.'s wife. He reassures her and 
tells her that he will take her to the doctor. The filmaker 
conveys this entire diegesis in a brief segment of continuous 
action with the e!:lphasis on the visual ir.iages. 

The scene in the doctor's clinic h~s neaning in ter~s of the 
message of tbe filn. ThG environn:cnt is realistic, the doctor 
professional 8.nd sy!:!pc.thetic and nessugc direct, sin;_:il e and 
clea:r. Here again, the rel2..ti0nship b .tween the couple is 
enphasised and the fo..ct that Ye,sin also endorses the doctor's 
views about spacing really brings then together in the final 
fantasy. 

The two sequences contrast with each other insofar as the 
introductory sequer~e establishes the main characters, their 
religious devotion. their youth, their joys and aspirn.tions 
and the fact that the:r are together and happy. The second 
sequence is dra~tic and is the main thrust of the filo when the 
resolution of the subplot (J3inda's wife's delivery) is resolved by 
the professional assist~nce of the doctor. :Because it is a 
minor plot it resolves in a tragedy which has bearing on Razia 
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and leads her to take preventive action to avert a similar 

tragedy. ~I .i..t, 

The use of pa.ralleI syntagoa which is :-,chronological has bearing• - • ,. 
on the subject (in this case the main character Razia). As a 
matter of fact if we include the brief insert in the bangle 
shop then we see the relationship very clearly. First, we have 
Rn.zia's vision of a baby (through the baby's faca on the 
calendar) and her n.nticipa~e~ joy which Yasin tries to share 
but it is still very personz.l to Razia. The second instnnce 
is Razia's nightmare after she goes through the experience in 
Binda' s house .. She is c.fraid, shattered and completely 
disoriented. ~The ~hird and final vision is where Razi~ '3.Ild 
Yasin both share the s~ne vision and joys of the expected child. 

Though it is not essential to use all the available synto.goatic 
types a domine,.;t use of scene and sequence shows the filo."l.kers 
desire to articulate his narrative in siople straightforward 
terns. Considering the fact that he probably has l~rgc diverse 
groups of spectators with low levels of film liter1cy in wind 
he chose to rely on a simple storytelling foroat where the 
oessage had to be clearly delivered n.nd comprehended. Our 
spectator response study c.lso confirms that the comprehension 
of this film was fairly high o.nd it also showed that the 
parallel syntagoas which are1cr:rcnological were also understood 
purely because the force of the narration n.nd the id~ntifica.tion 
of the characters carried it through. 

In Hands on the other lnnd the filmaker uses the bracket synt-"1.gma 
oost often. This syntagoa is a subjective achronological unit. 
Unless clear symbolic interpretations are possible they are 
difficult to comprehend. The change from colour to black and, 
white is quite obvious ir. its signification but then the 
selection of shots are random. The relation between the inages 
of hands engaged in work and other activity during the colour 
sequence and the impoverished conditions and uneoployed bands 
in the black and white sequence reinforces the tonal contrast. 
But the diegesis of the theme is not developed and by merely· 
introducing a parallel syntagma (which again is achronological) 
does not take the theme any more forward than just a contrast 
between activity - inactivity, fullness-emptiness, joy-sorrow, 
happiness-grief. The theme of overpopulation which is brio-fly· 
inserted during the end of the para.11 el syntagt:!la (intcroutting 
between clo.seups of a clock and a baby) does not sufficiently • 
establish the theme. From the images that had preceded it does 

not follow. 
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The filmaker probably attempted an impressionistic essay on tr.o . 
thel!le of overpopulation with a casual imposition of the family°, .. 
planning message (again, only by the symbol of the red triangle).· 
Unfortunately the effec.ti veness of the narration again depends . 
on the clarity of expression and its inner c,onsi.stency •. In this 
film there o.r.e several inconsistencies which ter;:ipts·un.to 
believe ·thn.t the selection of indi vi<lual shots in eC!.c.h segnent 
wn.s random and .. had li·ttle signification •. This in itself is 
o. major limitation ·t·o ·clari-ty because aehronci'logical segoen ts. 
necessarily require ,a careful arrangement of individual shots. 
Again the tona.l :contrast and t-he stereo~ype images ,leave·· us 
feeling that the film2ker's expression is unsubtle and totally 
fails to have any-_impact of symbolic significatiqn which·~ 
film.of this nature could have. • 

Our specta-tor respons.e patterns also establishes that 
comprehension of this film was very low and in som.e cases. 
totally different interpretations were given to the film. 
During the film screenings we stopped. the film at the ei:d o,f . 
the third segment in order·to se? if any member of the spectator. 
group coul-d·anticipate the nessage at the end. Only two could 
and that too intuitively .(recognition of Cliche image - WOP.an 

distributing one roti aI:1ong fiv.e persons). This confirms our 
assertion that the symbolic dimension of the filCT a..."1d ~he _ 
diegesis remain incor:iprehensible. Unless cla;dty of expr·ession 
is establi-shed the final message would only be· a superinposi tion 
and will have no basis to support it.F.or a film with a mes·sage:.','· 
this could be a serious limitation. 

REFERENCES: 

Christian Metz: Film Language ( Oxford U~i versi ty Press, JJew 
York 1974) .. . 

Roland ·:Barthes: Elements of Sem.ology (Jonn:tb,an Co,pe LimitGd, 
London 1967) -

Sergei Eisenstein: The Film Sense ·(Meridian Bool:s, New York 
\ • 

1957 i . . 
Suzanne Langer: Problems of A~t (Charles -Scribner's Sens, 

. . ·New York 1957) . · __ - . _ 
Rudolf~.Arnheim: ·Film as Ji.rt (Faber and Faber Limited, London 

1969) . , 
Gerald Mast and Marshall Cohen (editors): Film Theory 1m d _. _ .;-, 

Criticism (Oxford University Press, New-York 
. 1974) 

/ 


	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-1
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-2
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-3
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-4
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-5
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-6
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-7
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-8
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-9
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-10
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-11
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-12
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-13
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-14
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-15
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-16
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-17
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-18
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-19
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-20
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-21
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-22
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-23
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-24
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-25
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-26
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-27
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-28
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-29
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-30
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-31
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-32
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-33
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-34
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-35
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-36
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-37
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-38
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-39
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-40
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-41
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-42
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-43
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-44
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-45
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-46
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-47
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-48
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-49
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-50
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-51
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-52
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-53
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-54
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-55
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-56
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-57
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-58
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-59
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-60
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-61
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-62
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-63
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-64
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-65
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-66
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-67
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-68
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-69
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-70
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-71
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-72
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-73
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-74
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-75
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-76
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-77
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-78
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-79
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-80
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-81
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-82
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-83
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-84
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-85
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-86
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-87
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-88
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-89
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-90
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-91
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-92
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-93
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-94
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-95
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-96
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-97
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-98
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-99
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-100
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-101
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-102
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-103
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-104
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-105
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-106
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-107
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-108
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-109
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-110
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-111
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-112
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-113
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-114
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-115
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-116
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-117
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-118
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-119
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-120
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-121
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-122
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-123
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-124
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-125
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-126
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-127
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-128
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-129
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-130
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-131
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-132
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-133
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-134
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-135
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-136
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-137
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-138
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-139
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-140
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-141
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-142
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-143
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-144
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-145
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-146
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-147
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-148
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-149
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-150
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-151
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-152
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-153
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-154
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-155
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-156
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-157
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-158
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-159
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-160
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-161
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-162
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-163
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-164
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-165
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-166
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-167
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-168
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-169
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-170
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-171
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-172
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-173
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-174
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-175
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-176
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-177
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-178
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-179
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-180
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-181
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-182
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-183
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-184
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-185
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-186
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-187
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-188
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-189
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-190
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-191
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-192
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-193
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-194
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-195
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-196
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-197
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-198
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-199
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-200
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-201
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-202
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-203
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-204
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-205
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-206
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-207
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-208
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-209
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-210
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-211
	CALIBRATION AR-015-0014-0001-212

