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By Deepak Lokhande

A PROPOSED marine sanctuary at
Malwan in Sindhudurg is running
into choppy waters with the local
ﬁsherfoﬂp( up in arms against the
project.

Despite an assurance from the
state Fisheries Minister Narayan
Rane, who was at Malwan recently
for a fishermen’s rally, that the
government wasnot proposing to set
up any marine project in the near
future, local fishermen were worried.
They point out that the state forest
department has recently put up
signboards indicating the boundaries
of the sanctuary and created posts
specifically for the project.

In 1983, a Japanese company was
awarded the project, earlier known as
the marine park project. Malwan was
selected because of its bio-diversity
and pollution-free waters. In 1987,
the state Government issued a
Government Resolution (GR)
directing its forest department to co-
operate with project officials as and
when they were appointed. The
forest department was also directed
to create certain posts for those who . '
would be involved with the project. ) 4 ie landscape of Malwan which the fisbermen (right) fear will be destroyed

Despite the directives, there was no
dependent on the two-month fishing  Almost everybody in Malwan is God status among the local Assembly, says the project is dead.

more activity on the project either on L : |
the state Government’s part or on the season when fish swarm near the connected with fishing. Mangoes and fisherfolk, was the first to blow the “There is no follow-up from the
- part of the Japanese company. shore in large numbers. cashews serve only as secondary whistle on the project in the early company and it appears to have

In 1991, however, a survey was “A raapandar will know by the sources of income to most locals. ’90s. vanished in thin air. The posts that

conducted by the forest department, ~ colour changes in the water *“I came to know were recently created for the park are
about the project when  according to the notification in 1987.

e s e ’fflllrfac‘;‘lth?;l o flusl}l a'u-ehi the some forest officials  H Iheld ti ith th
again. ere. He then pulls in his Ci owever, I held a meeting with the
The local fishermen and traders huge nets known as raapans M &8 I VWV CEER came to survey the secretary concerned and mstructed
are worried because no fishing will be  which will have tonnes of e ® area. I sought a meeting him to abolish the posts as no-formal
allowed near Malwan if the sagnctuary fish trapped in it. It requires f ES h ermen v p BN V\lflith the officials but = proposal was lyingr\’rzih the project,”
comes up, thus ruining a business of  great skill and the raapandar y - they were also not very  he said. :
wotiCeme ity - fiaterertico i sl (i US| Wi ot e g
Says Krishna Tamhankar, alocal  round the clock. ey are 1 not been given any information abou
leader of the traders, “On one hand resettled due to the project, P r <« po. se ; pgark would mean the project, Rane said that even his
the government wants to encourage  they would be left with MG rine disaster for the local government did not have any
ti;isﬁjng andthas prgvided soft r%oims to %bs;gﬁne}(y no work,” says ¥ £1silzjermen.” Cheulkar infog&lfat‘ijon‘ . o
ishermen to purchase powerfu amhankar. aid. “We do not have any detaile
boats, advanced machinery. On the Fishermen, involved in . Sanciuar y The locals are also report as to who will execute the
other, it wants to ruin what was once'  deep sea and boat fishing, Eps%t thatd the]: dlscllnct grog:lct, what will be its cost and other
as been declared a etails,” he said.

one of the most flourishing natural will also be affected because = '
ports.” . the project will impose restrictions on  Once the p‘:cl)]]:lect comes up, the tourism district and fear that its He promused to stand by the

The worst affected will be them like no spillage of diesel, fishermen will be shifted to Sarjekot,” beauty will be lost if it is invaded by fishermen. ‘“Mind you, I will not
societies of raapandars (fisherfolk kerosene or other pollutants. the nearest port, which is not in the culture of five-star tourists. support them merely because they
who are involved in shore fishing). Former deputy chairman of the service now and is very dangerous State revenue minister Narayan are from my constituency. I will
There are about 135 societies of local panchayat samiti Ramesh due to the rocks around the shore.”  Rane, who is the guardian minister of support them since the project, as of
raapandars, each consisting of 30 to Todankar said, “‘There are about 300 Dnyanesh Cheulkar, veteran the Sindhudurg district and now, has no arrangements for their
40 individuals who are entirely . to 350 fishing boats owned by locals. socialist leader who enjoys a demi- represents it in the state Legislative resettlement,” he said.
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