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THE SAHEL ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

The Sahel Oral History project, was concieved as a way of enabling the people across
Sahalian Africa who have lived through the twentieth century, to inform and enlighted
development "experts".

Obo Kone says ".. Today the envoronment is sick, the soils are poor and hard, and the
trees are dead... I believe these changes can be attributed to the fact that we have lost
respect for our customs. We have violated old prohibitions to allow room for
modernisation and in so doing we have degraded God's laws".

The principal aim was to record the perceptions of the Sahelian men and women-- which
was nither right nor wrong-- about their changing environment and way of life.

One of the aims of the Sahel Oral History Project was to explore how the ap[plication of
oral history techniques can assist in the development process.

the interviews were conducted between January 1989 and October 1990. Over 500
interviews were copmleted,of which just under half were with women. The project worked
in eigth contries_ Senagal, Mauritiana, Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger, Chad, Sudan and
Ethiopia  at 19 sites, in 11 languages.
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Massacare of Kurumbas and Irulas occured in 1824, 1835(when as many as 58 of them
were massacared), 1875, 1882, 1891 and as recently as 1900.




