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I am sending you the propo-
sed questions and the suggested times for
each, Personally, 1 feel that 9 minutes, 85

suggested by the A.I.R. is much too short a
time for the listemers to get any real idea.
I have suggested to them that it should be
a 4 minute talk, but as far as I can see,
this is part of a programme elresdy arranged
which can either be accepted or re vected,
since the local people are only acting on a
request from Delhi and have no authority to
maxe a change.

My dear Salim bhai,

May I suggest that you
get some ideas of the informayion you would
want conveyed and time it to see if it can i
be fitted into 9 minutes, If not, you could
support my argument for a '15 minute talk,
which woula mean dropping the talk and lea-
ving it for some possible future occasion.
If you feel it would be possible tc ccnvey
some worth while information, we can go
ahead.

It will have to be done in
s hurry as they wish to recérd the talk by
the 9th or 11th of this month, 3nd there is
not much tine for consultation, Please make
any modifications you want in the qustions
and in the time aliotte@ to each. I have
tried to work on the basis that we must
first convey some essential information
about you as & person, secondly information



ewhich would interest people who already
know something and want to know more,
and thirdly, somethingof genersl interest,
experiences etc., which may arcuse interest
in those who have nc special interest so
far,

If you prefer shorter questicns
and answers, we could rephrase the questicns,
but I personally hate listening to interviews
wherethe speaker is continuously interrupted
by the interviewer,

I got your letter about the SalimAli Loke Yan Tho Foundation and am sending my
cheque to the Society.

With best wishes,

yours sincerely,

Nansvati.
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Questions for interview of Dr.
Salim Ali for All India Radio,

Note : The questions are as brief as possible, The
words in parentheses are elaborated from

. these questions to suggest possible lines
of approach or amplifications.
Time 6

Q.1. Dr. Salim Ali, different people
come to love wild life in diff-
erent ways. Love of nature; love
of hunting ; or even just force
of circumstance), Can you tell us
what aroused your own interest in
ornithology?

suggested

1 min,
Q.2.1s ornithology a hobby BRXis for

you or is it a full time occupation?4 min,
Q.5. Would you say it is easy to earn a

living in ornithology.
AGKLKA What are the opportunities
for a young man who wants to make
it a career?2 min,

Q.4. (These days we hear a lot about
lpreservat ion of wild life. How
does this apply to birds and what
pis its importance?2 min,

Q.5. 'Are there any s@Actuaries or places
where interested persons can see
and learn about birds ?14 min,

Q.6. Would you like to describe any
Specially thrilling or rewarding
experience you have had in yourcareer ?2 min,



is not the first lime I have faced this question. As fer as I cen

recall, my real interest in birds wes first aroused when as e boy of 9

or 16 1 once shot a sparrow with my air gun. This was in the suburbs of

boupay, and somehcw the bird seemed different from the House Sparrows

L was accustomed to see around our resiaence in the city. it hed « yellow

patch on the throat iike a curry stain, ano this intrizued me greatl Se
ng

None of my elders could solve this yatery. d was finally sent off with

a letter to the Museum of the bombay Netural History Seciety which in

those days was housea in a room in the business preinises of hessrs

Fhipson and Co., the wine merchants. My eyes nearly poppec out when in

in the cabinets there 1 wes shown the numerous Kinds of sparrews to be

found in lndia. It was then thet 1 rether wishfully resolved to learn

all 1 could about as many kinds of sparrows es possible. in this I

received every help and encourggement from the kindly british officisls
who then ran the Society, in the way of training to skin and cellect

virds. Gollecting in order to identify birds was necessary since pop-

uler illustrated books on Indian birds were unobtainable at thst period.

inciuertally that was my first contact with the bombey Netural distory

Society, my counection with which has grown and strengthened over the

64 oad intervening yeers.

iv of course storied off as hobby, but zrew into a sort of obsession

even in wy school days, often - as 1 remember to the dismay of my

elaers at home who felt that 1 should be better off doing my aritnumet-

ic lesson thon chasin, around after birds. Urnitholozy has now been

a more or Less full time occupetion - whether you call it hobby or

proression - for the last 40 years or so.

Wot at all casy, end 1 would certainly not recommend it es a profession
= Ai LULU

tc enjyone wuo is solely interested in oread. b 1 will add this even

for aim, that since men cannot live by bread alone, ornithology can

provide extremely satisfying butter to supplement it, and also to fill

the belly of the soul! zrofessional openings for ornithologists, &5

such, are practically nil in Indie today, but there is no reason

Aec

once
due importance iscontinue 16 be sO
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s.udy as in many of the more advanced countries. For it is recognized
thet es naturel checks on insect end rodent plasues, and in numerous

Gther ways, birds ere perhaps no less important to our national economy
than Say peSiicides, and of direct usefulness to Agriculture and Forestry.
hortunetely, except for « few species such es the ireat Incian Dusters,

birasyao not stand in the same precarious position as many other forms
of our wild life - the mammals for instence, cnd perticularly the

a3 Vel3

deer. but there is little room for compecency because the tables can
N

turn overnight. Apart fiom the destruction of netural haoitats taking
place everywhere in tae process called 'Levelopment', the food habits of

0525 the people are also changing fast from vegetarianism to meet~eating. Very
soon this may bring avout direct pressure on the bird life, perticulerly 'p

on ;ame birds, throu,hout the country. At present this pressure is more

ox less restricted to the neighbourhood of towns and cities. we have very
ocd lews on paper for wild life conservation which, if properly implemen-

teu, should completely stop the netting, end b rds for comm r~
Cisl purposes - meet ena but there is}noft enou- >ha watch and &i

a Wara, Gna chin; end smuggling continued to thrive.
a unscrupulous gourmets ere ever ready to buy illicit pertridges and queil

weilvered at their beck door when the law prohibits their sale in the

; i open merket!

AD res, luckily we nave a number of very good bird senctueries in India, in

4 eddition to the Netional varks and wild life reserves, where visits can

@lways oe highly instructive and rewarding. he Keoladeo Ghana Breeding
Watervire oanctuaryin ooaretpur, Rajasthan, for instance is certainly,.
One or vne Finest of its kina not only in India but anywhere in the worl
au the nesting Season which is principally in the monsoon - August to Oct-
over - tne messea concentration of nesting waterbirds here - storks, ere
spoonbills, ivises, cormorants, etc. - must be seen to be believed. Leter
in the season, during the winter months, phenomenal quentities of wigrator
ducks end geese add to the enchantment of the scene. tand birds ere not

4o e seen, ormeliy in eny such spectacular masses, snd they heve to be

3

Specicily looked for in their different habitats. Their variety is
Ete "bemscente su
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live makes tneir watching doubly enjoyable. In my experience few ereas
on the subcontinent are more rewarding for the bird wetcher than the

soutnern section of the Western vhats them associated hills in

Mysore and Kerala, end the exstern ilimelayas, sey Sikkim.

Normally bird watchin, is rether humdrum end pesceful OccUpe TION, ameA.6

providing few nerve-tingling thrills such cs in big seme hunting. hever-

theless 1 have some extremeiy reaiistic recollections of unsought une

thoroughly uncomfortsole meetings round the corner with wild. elephants
in Kerala and Assam when intent on identifying some elusive bird in
dense cover. Such thrills, in small doses, add to the extileration of

bird hunting with binoculars. However, perheps one of my greatest thrills
ts fle

of enother kind came fwhen by & combination of what is known as "aunch',
ena of perseverance and luck I nit uvon the true siory of the domestic Li
of our common weaver bird, the Baye, and its'phased'polyramy. The finds
have since been amply conficmeu by more intensive field work in Indi:Ga

as well as by otaers in Africa, ani is now generally accepted as wha.

f

méy oe Called the Authorised Version. As you know, the mele weaver bird
builas separate nest for eacn of his two to four wives wnom he entices

onc after the other, but only if he can provide them each with a dwell-

ing, of her choice. in this to modern urban living is of

course purely coincidental!

~
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bira taxes plice ian Indin on a sc.le,N*

tI-£ we linve very livtle precise Knowledge of ory of 15 4spects since
a 4
no Spectai Study of the Suvyget nus veen conducted. was

tarst. started -kewe in &@ way the efforts 0 he 3..bay
BEE C0

®

became poecabie in fc. this was the Sprearance or

rather aiscovery of a certain dziee'se in c totest «rea of "yaore

state which seetled closely reletec to tne an Sunder hnceph-

ed anu circuustantlei y "believed,to be aisseminuled; hroush the enc os

of bards. dt Bknown Shet-saigretorybipde vreat our-aree "rom %

tie alee "tlc rer .o en tll loony TRO UVorid betta Cr

ation sSporsored < project of the

oombay history Societyv to the provlem of Indian bird

hi,ration more thoroushly. suring the six years tnet the scheme hes

anu 110Ks unu vitca have been coilectea from them foi

virolo ice l 4.50, of our ringed birds have been recovcy

ac in northern veyoud the lilmalayas - in central asia and 33 Sr
la - oMu 51, nificant are steacaily accumulating concerning, theit

countries of ori,an tie routes travelled uy them. Che bircs

ceen henaling so fer cre mainly cucks, geese, ,.aders - and car

dese g res Go er ob
6 pire au we te 78, spr ows «nd buntii

finuwe Ta be

results cre ond prowising.


