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PRESS RELEASE

Natural Forest Coming Up Near Panshet

PUNE, 17 May = The Ecological Society of Pune has successfully carried
out an experiment of recreating natural forest on the rocky and
eroded soil near the Panshet dam. Twelve hectares of land has been
protected through different stages in this experiment which started
six years ago. A long-term process of creating forest through
natural process has begun here. This information was given to
reporters by Mr, L.G. Rajwade, Chairman, and Mr.Prakash Gole, Trustee,
of the Ecological Society.

They further said that the soil in this area was excavated for
¢onstructing an earthern dam at Panshet. Hence, the very first job
was to create a layer of soil on this land. The traffic of cattle
and men was stopped to allow the crowth of grass and shrubs. Thefirst to appear was Laiken and the vegetation of a likewise variety
which, merely on the strength of the humidity in the air, can even
grow on rocks. Next came the shrubs and the grass. A few plants
that cattle do not eat also appeared on the soil and, due to the
greenery, the soil temperature started coming down. The soil was
softened further by the growth of worms.

Seeds of the local trees were dropped in the soil by birds,
Squirrels and bats roaming the region. The seeds, protected by the
soft soil and the shrubs, took root and soon outnumbered the shrubs
around. Today, a lot of the local variety of the trees have come
up; like that of Aain, Kinjal, Hirda (Tanin), Behada, Asana, Toran,
Anjani, and Kumbh etc. Bamboo, teak, Subabhul and fodder have also
come up. Today, the soil is covered with grass that can survive the
heat of summer. The time is not far way when a proper atmosphere-
friendly forest, full of local plants and trees would see the lightof day. This process costs only one-thirds of the cost of preparingpits and planting saplings from the nursery said Mr.Prakash Gole.
This kind of forest would benefit mankind and rest of the living
'things alike.4

The Ecological Society has also undertaken the Wetland Develop-
ment Scheme in the vicinity of the Ujani dam. a proposal to turn
the land into a bird sanctury was already prepared. In this connec-
tion, the Society felt that if, in addition to other things concer-
ning the development of the bird Sanctuary, natural habitants of
birds could be created scientifically, it could further benefit men
and cattle. In keeping with this thought, the Society planted
necessary grass, medicinal plants and vegetation that grew in water.

The State and the Central Govt. extended excellent co-operation
to this project and the area of the bird sanctuary was decided upon.
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Since the marked territory for the sanctuary ran through a few
private lands, a rumour as to the Govt. trying to acquire their
land for the purpose started circulating and a protest movement
against the sanctuary was organised. However, as an alternative to
this, the Ecological society undertook an integrated development planfor this entire area. The Irrigation Lepartment of the Govt. of
Maharashtra extended their full Support to the Society.

The Society conducted a survey of the needs of people residingaround the lake. It also surveyed the needs of the birds and
animals frequenting the area. Accordingly, necessary developmental
work was immediately carried out. But before the Society could seeits project materialise, the anti-sanctuary movement gained force
and the work on this project was totally stopped. If this had not
happened, we could have witnessed a unique scheme benefitting the
mankind and animals alike without grabbing anybody's land.

The Society feels that it is not at all necessary to deprive
people of their private lands for Creating a sanctuary. At present,the Society is working on a developmental project beneficial for man
and birds alike in Arunachal Pradesh and the Himalayan region. The
projects there, are being supported by the local educaticnal bodies
and the students.

| Prakash Gole
Trustee
Ecological Society, 1 B, Abhimanshree Society, Pashan Road,
Pune - 411 008, Phone 33 64 08.


