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desterm Himalayas, the appike mevement has made a net able
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Like the famsus Chipke (hug the trees) movement of §*
contzibution te saving the forests of western Ghats. This %

acceunt of the appike mevement has been writien by a
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leading activist of this mevement, %
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The famous Chipke Andelan (hug the trees mevement) of
Uttarakhand in Himalayas inspired the villagers in Uttarxa Kannada
district of Karnataka te launch a similar movement te save thelr
forests. In Septemper 1983 villagews from Salkani, led by men,
women and childyen 'hugged the trees' in Kalase forests The
1.y tem for ‘hugging® in Kannada is 'Appike', Applke Andelan

"gafe‘bitén to a new awareness all ever Seuth India, The mevement -
reached the hearts of peeple as it was launched in many paris of

Karnataka,.

There are valid reasens behind launching of Appike in
Uttara Kannada district, This district had ferest coveroxtending
over 81 percent of its geographical area in 1950«31, The
gevermaent declared this ferest &iatzict as "backward' area and
initiated the process of 'develepment's Three majer industriss
were started in this area a pulp and paper mill, a plyweod
factery and Pewer in the form of a chain of hydel dams constructed
to harness the rivers of this reglon. These industries over
exploit the forest resource and the hydel dam mamw huge
forest, and agricultural area, The forest area in 1980=81
decreased to nearly 25 per cent. The lecal pepulation, especlally

peorest greups, were uprsoted for dam canstru@t&on. The drastic

change in ferest cover affected agricultrual econemy of the area.
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. The conversion of natural mixed forests inteo teak and
eucalyptus plantatiens resulted in drying of water rescurces
affegting forest dwellers. In a nutshell, the three ma%er
Pede = paper, plywoed and power project meant for development
of peeple have eventually resulted in a fourth 'P' « that is
paverty, Thus the ferce which dreve people te poverty is
mainly the depletion of forest rescurces in Uttara Kannada,
Apolike Movement L3 the people's reactien and respense te

Anti-ievelopment process thrust upon them,

The sahyadri range or vwestern Ghats in South India has
ity district entity as it has is the heme of tresical f@rgat
ecosystems This tropical ferost censtitute a petentially
renewable reseurce but it is alas ene of the mest fraglle
ecosystems which calls for spaecial attentions In the vast
thirty years the en slaught of 'develepment® activities and
an increase in pepulation has depleted this fragile
resource system to shoet exhaustien. To take the case of

Kerala, which cemprises of 42 per cent of entire Western Ghat

area, the ferest cover came down from 44 per cent in 1905

to a meagre 7 per ¢ent in 1964, The resuit of such deferestation
in “estern Ghals has caused gsevere predlems for whele of South
Indian States.s Therecurring ﬁwau@ﬁt in Karnataka, Maharashtra,
Kerala and Tamil Hadu is a clear indication of watershed
degradatien. The power generatisn, water spoply and ultimately
the whole econamy of South India is adversely affected. The

drought in Karnataka fer fifth successive ysar indicates the exte
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of damage caused by change in the fragile ecosystem of Sahyadri.

The on geing ‘development' pelicy of expleiting the roseurces

in Western Ghats, mainly forest and mineral reseurce, for the

benefit of elite in soclety has deprived poor pesnvle of thelr

self supsorting systems,

Appike mevement ls attempting te save this Western Ghats,.
, By spreading its reets all over Seuth India, Breadly speaking,
the objectives of the movement can be classified inte three
majer areas. First Applike is strugglineg te save the resalning
treplcal ferests in Western Ghats, Secondly a modest attempt
is made te restore the greenary indenuded areas. And lastly,
the third arsa 1s to propagate the ldea of rational utilisatien
to reduce the pressure en ferest ruscurces Ts sum up all these
three chjectives; Te save, to grow and ratisnsl use, which is
popularly knewn in Kannada as Unsu (Save), 'Belesu' (grow)
‘Balasu (ratienal use), This is the popular slegan at Appike

Andelans

As sald earlier, the deforestien in Western Ghats has
already effected hydel dams, reserviers and agriculture. The
Planning Commission has recegnised the "high depletion of
natural rescurces in Western Ghat in Seventh Plan decument,

The need of the heur 13 te save the remaining trepsical ferests
of Wagtern Ghats, This iz the first area of pricrity fer Appike
Movement. The area is se sensitive that the remeval of the
cover in Ghats leads (o laterisatlon process, cenverting the

land inte recky mountains. Thus a rencwable reseource is turned to




nonerenewable resource, Unce latorisation preocess sets in, then
it takes centuries to grow trees in that land, 350, before we
reach such extreme polnt, Appike ains at saving the, remaining
forests in Western Ghats, This is achieved through organising

decentralised grouss at grass roets level to take direct actisn.

In this process Appiks uses varieus techniques ts raise
awareness amony commen peoplej foet march in interier ferest
village, glide shows, using folk dance-drama, street play etc.

are the wede of communication to spread the message.

in last three years Ap:ike has achieved a fair amount of
success as the state government has banned felling of green trees
in some forest areas., OUnly dead dylng and dry trees are felled to
meet lédcal requirements, A npike has spread to four hill districts
of Karnataka, There is potential of the movement spreading te
gsave Eastern Chats in Tamil Nadu and alse spreading te Gea in

future,

The secend area of Appike's work is concerned with
afforestation werk in on denuded lands In the previcus years
the activists have successfuly motivated villagers to grow
saplings Individual families as well as village youth clubs have

taken active interest in growing de-centralised nurseries.

A ali tise recorxd of 12 iakh saplings were grown by
people roin Sirsi area in 1984-86, No doubt, it was possible
because of the co-gperation of ferest depariment whe supplied
plastic bags to grow saplings. In this precess of develeping
de-contralised nurgery., The activists came te knew that forest

department makes extra money in ralising nursery., The cost pald

for one saplings, grewn by villager was 20 paise where as the
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cost of a single saplings raised by feorest department emounted to

& minimum of Be 2400 1In addition to this, the forest

department resorted to spraying fertilizers and tablets were

given to sapiings, The Appliko expericnce has breought overuse of

chemical fertilizers in ralsing forest nurserv, making it a

capital intensive, money making pregramwe., The nursery programme
of village people propagated by forest department is really

a means %o utilise village labour at cheap rate. Appike activists

have learnt lcossons fzom this experience and they are new

gsrewing Saplings only to meet their needs net to aive to

forest department,

The villagers have Initiated a precess of regeneratien

in barrven common land, The Yeuth Club has taken the responsibility

and the whole vllia@e has joined hands in protecting this land

frwh grazing, lepping and fire, The experience shuws that in those
arcas where sell is present, the natural regencratien is

the mest efflcient and cheapest way of bringlne been area

unier tre® covere In the arcas where top soil is washed off,

tree planting, especially indigenous fast growling species is

dones The irony is that Forest Department is reserting to
mechanised planting of exotic species like alaca and causurina.

The department ales uses huge ameunt of fertilizers on thwaé
exotic mene culture plantatiens. This activity isdefinitely

going golng to hamm the soil, and eventually the tree cever in

the area, There are twe ebviscus techniques of greening, onee
capital intensive, method of Ferest department and the otherepeoples
technique of growing through regeneratisn a natural process for

sustainable development of soil,
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The third majer axea of activity of Appike Meovement is
related ta rational use of ece-sphere, 7This relates ts
introduction of altermative energy seurces to reduce the
pregssure on forest, IThe activisis have constructed 2000 fuel
efficient Chulhas (hearths} in the area., This saves the
fuelwsod consumotion by almost 40 per cents The activists
deo not walt for govermment subsidy er assistance, there is
spentansous demand from comuen people, Evsn In Sirsi tewn
and othor Urban areas, ithese chulhas are installied in

hotels, reducing firewood censumpticn.

The othor way to reduCe pressure on ferxest is threugh
bullding gebar gas plants, An increasing number of people are

bullding blowyas plants, However, Appike i3 mere interested in

these peonle whe aze from weaker segiiong, whe cannet affered

gas plants, 5o the emphasis is mere on chulhas,

Seme peeple, thiough wrong lepping practices damage the
yegeneration precess In the ferest area, Apnike is trying te
change the atiitude of pecpli, 82 that ihey reclise the mistake

and stop woeng practices.

The txhrust of Applike Heveaent in carrying sut above work
reveals the censtyuctive phose of peeples’ movenent, It is
through this constructive phase that we can rebulld the depleted
natural resources. In the progess the sharing of rescurces in
gnh eaglaterizn way is inbullt, helping the forest dwellers. The
attempt is to ostablish a harmonious relatiesnship with nature,
to redefine development 5o that eceleglc2l movazents todey

becomes a basis for sustalnable poimanent econsmy in future,
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