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In his opening address to the 1lth general
assembly of the World Federation of Scientific
Workers, the president of the executive council of
W. E. S. W., Prof. E. H. S. Burhop pointed out that
“in some countries political tensions and conflicts

have led to attacks on scientists and academics and

the dismantling of University departments of a kind

that has not been seen since the jackboot of Hitler
Nazism destroyed the finest traditions of German
liberal and scien'tiﬁc culture.” He was there mention-
ing attacks on Science and Scientists, particularly in
a number of Liatin American Countries. Following
Chile and Uruguay, Argentina is now experiencing
the wave of repression by a military junta. -

After the coup against the 1974-76 Government of
Isabel Peron, Argentina is now under the 1ule of a
rightwing military junta that took power last Match
1976. Since then the military is waging a war against
the Argentinan people on two fronts: economic
and political. Economically the agro-expozt sector is
developed favouring the landed oligarchy that owns
land and ranches. The country’s doots have been
opened to multinational companies such as I. T. T,
Exxon and U. S. Steels.

economic policies like freeze on wages and establish-

As a result of the existing

ment of free market prices, Argentinan workers have
~ had their real wages reduced by 609 in one year.
Hours of daily labour to meet the basic needs of the

2

family have risen from six to eighteen. Unemploy-
ment is at an unprecedented height. Implementation
of these policies has required political repression of
all sorts : restrictions on workers’ assemblies and on
strikes, reprisals against armed popular resistance
by groups, and the dismissal, exile or imprisonment
and massive killing of many union activists, profes-
sionals, scientists and technical workers. According
to Rodolfo Walsh, a kidnapped journalist, the statis-
tical accounts of this kind of terror are, “15,000

. people missing without any trace, 10,000 prisoners,

4090 dead and tens of thousands of exiles.”

{
[ Argentina has more scientists, university profes-

sofs, technicians, educationists, and cultural workers
In this
vast segment of people, the military junta finds roots
of the ideology subversive to the existing order,

than most other Latin Americad nations

So total eradication of this ideology is the only way
left to the rulers,

Searches, seizures and burning of books and
pﬁblications considered incompatible with “tradi-
tional, spiritual and cultural values synthesized in
God, country and home® have been conducted. At
the Universidad Nacional de Cuvo about ten thousand
books “were seized from homes of professors and
students of the University. Not only is the reading
of Marx’s works a crime under the statutes of the

law of repression and terrorism, university policy

fazeis © fRwiaadl




now decrees that “the works of Freud, Piaget and
others are prohibited from being used as assigned
included as bibliographical

material or being

references,” Teaching of the courses on psychology

WOMEN POLITICAL PRISONERS’ ACCOUNT
OF PRISON CONDITIONS IN ARGENTINA

“The majority of the women are held at the
dispositibn of the P. E. N. (executive power) and the
rest are awaiting justice before course military and
police processes. We arrive at the prison after the
required stage of torture chamber at the Federal Co-
ordination Centre, police stations, military barracks,
etc., located throughout the country : days or months
submitted to torture with the electric picana (pred),
suffocation by immersion, raped by torturers or by
mechanical means, the introduction of rats and
spiders into our vaginas, bitten by dogs, watching
our relatives or companions die by tortures, losing
Handcuffed, blind-

folded, humiliated, we arrive at the unit 2 to begin

their children in their wombs.

another stage of suffering. While under the regime
of Decree 2023/74, the illegality of our situation
comes to such a point that we are not even allowed
to read it, an aberration of justice. Thus our lives
are ruled by a law which we are not allowed toread.”

*Science for the People” vol 9 No. 4 July-Aug. 1977.

psychiatry and psychoanalysis is prohibited More
than 200 university employees and 700 scientists in
institutions and other important educa-

Many of the

research

tionists have been dismissed from jobs.

vacancies created in this way have been filled by
military officers. Hundreds of psychologists, psycho-
analysts, physiclans and social workers have been
fired from their positions in hospitals and mental
health institutions,
filling the promise of obliterating the cultural links

Fascism thus seems to be ful-

of the nation very well.

The blessings of U.S. Govt. have made this power-
fnl repression possible. U. S. Govt. and many U.S.
agencies like Agency for International Development
(AID) have granted millions of rupees and sophisti-
cated technoMegies of repression to-aid the Argenti-
nan military force. I.B.M and other North American
manufacturers sell modern computer systems which
are used to stere and make available information
about political suspects. In Buenos Aires, the
Federal police use electronic equipments so advanced
that even the most modern North American police
force have mo comparable gear, ‘An example is the
Digicon system. It is a communication system
connecting patrol cars, dispatchers aud security data
base system, Video terminals are located in each
patrol car which can display information from the
data base about the possible suspects the patrol
officers may happen to pick up on the street. Many
other examples may be cited to show the most
Thus it
is easy to understand why Argentina has relocated
itself in the US sphere of influence. Also these

simply remind us of the horrible Frankenstine story

modern use (7) of science in this repression.

that scientists are becoming victims of the machines

they generate.
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[ The Bengal Immunity Company, one-time a pioneering indigeneous enterprise in the pharmaceutical
industry in West Bengal is now practically on the verge of collapse. The author held talks with the
representatives of workers of this company in order to collect some first-hand informations about the
nature and extent of the crisis in this company. The article presents the latest situation in the company
and attempts to analyse the root cause of the problem which, according to the author, lies, in the main,
in the pursued policies of the State and Central Governments. N'he article isto be read and discussed
in the context of the Government’s recently introduced changes in the drug policies. —Editor ]
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Gaalard [ asia

The article deals with the problems and methods of dissemination of scientific ideas and of popularisa-
tion of science amongst the vast masses of our population. May be, the causes of the problems
have not been analysed here in-depth or in their totality. But it certainly represents the view-
point of a section of our readers. The article is published with a view to initiating a meaningful

discussion on and around this very important topic.

are invited. —Editors
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[ An attempt has here been made to trace the history of development of the Pharmaceutical Industry in
India. The article also highlights the importance and potentialities of this industry in our country.

Some ‘measures have also been suggested to tackle the various problems in this sphere.

The need to

conduct serious researches in connection with the proper development of this industry has been stressed. ]
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With best compliments of

BISWAS CHEMICAL ENTERPRISE

10, CHOWRINGHEE ROAD,
CALCUTTA=700 013
Phone : 23-5178

Distributor of

MAY & BAKER
PHOTOGRAPHIC, PROCESS & X-RAY
CHEMICALS

Stockist of

B.D. H, E. MERCK & PFIZER
LABORATORY REAGENTS & CHEMICALS

Selling Agent of
HOSPITAL & NURSING APPLIANCES AND
ENAMELLED WARES OF

SUR ENAMEL
[ ]

Dealer in all kinds of Laboratory Reagents & Chemicals,
Scientific Glasswares, Scientific Instruments,
Laboratory Apparatus and Appliances
including Hospital Supplies.
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