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Thare are two reces of the Red Deex in this subcontinent -
ihs Kashwir Stag or Hangul and the Shou, The former is only
found in Kushmir and the latter was found mainly in the
Chumbi Valley and sestwards in the sdjacent vallays of ths
Royal Kingdom of Bhutan notably in the upper rsaches of the
Ha Valley.

The Shou has been considered as - "Endangered, Probably extinct” -
by the International Unien for Conservation of Naturs and
Natural Resources (IUCN) on ths basis of sarlisr raports
received by them. Hawever, a recent rsport qusstions its
probably extinct wtatus and indicates that in September/October
1981, @ large buck was sean being chased by dogs and was
finally found dead in the Indisn Army camp, It apparently died
of exhsustion since it was bleeding fraom the mouth when it was
examined, Tha corpse was still warm and showed very good
condition end is rsported to be very fat. It was felt to be
pest its prime and sstimated to be higher than a large cow, at
ihe withers. Ths locals are reportsd to have said that they
ses herds of thuse animale quite often.

I cennot think of any other Indien Army camp except your
Ewtablishment at HA DZONG, unless there have been changes in the
past few yeara. Hence I have taken this libexty of approaching
you with the following rxequests 3 -

(a) Confirmation of the incident mentioned above

(b) Sighting reportebf the SHOU, including the following
infoxrmation a1-

(1) Date of sighting
(11) Place and approximate altitude (grid reference and
name of any nearby village, river or any other
prominent reference point)
(144) Numbers seesn - stags, hinds and calf - 1if identified
(iv) Copy of a photaograph if poesible
(v) Name and address of obesexrver and any other eys witnesses
with him

10 copies of one of our gresting cards illustrating the Kashmir
Stag or Hangul ers enclosed. The SHOU is much larger than thes
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Kashinix Stag, standing from 54 inches to 60 inches (140 to 1350 cws)
or more at the shoulder, Its antlers aras longer and mors massivs
than tha Hangul. The horne of en sdult Hangul average 40 inches

(100 cuws) in length and the maeximum record is 50¥2 inches (1208.3 cma)
being the length on the outside curve, [ hope this brief description
will enable sven a lay ohserver to identify the Shou, It seems too
much to hops that there may bs somesone posted thers at HA DZONG who
shares ouxr concern at the vankshing spescies of wildlifes, which would
make this task essier, :

I would be grateful for your help in this matter, to enable ms resply
to the query ralsed by the IUCN,

T
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Commandant
IMTRAT
C/a 99 APOD
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Ns Jene Thomback
Cempiler
8l Red Data Boek
Internatienal Union for Conservation
0{ ,lil!‘ end Fajurel Resources
219(8) Huniinglon Read
Cambridye €33 ODL
Unitod Kingdon

Dear Ns Thermbdask,

I bave yeetived & reply froem the Army regerding the incident of the
shou. They eenfims the ineident., HNowaver, the ineident fook place
not 1d the Avay Camp, Vui in one of She tvo esmps of other nen-srmy
eatadiishnonts whish axe losated seress the river, Home loeals are
roporind 40 have ehtsed a “deor” z’rollnl\ly the shou), HSome doge
vere 0150 shasing the deer vhieh was spparently fatigued and fell
fronm 8 Nedght of adout 135 £, within the eanp and died, The deer
waé Yoporied 40 bo in goed condition and wis dleeding from the mouth
wvith 20 other signs of say mejor injury, The deer wes subsequently
handed over 3¢ the Reyal BDhuten Peliee suthorities vhe sent it en to

thé State Capital at Thinpw,

They slse reperted that patrels of the Royal Bhutan Army wometimes

eone aeress herds of deor at altitudes of 12000f% and adove in

Yestérn Fhutan, Théy ave untrained peeple vhe weuld only be able to
elansify them ao deor, But if a photegrsph or a painting of & shou
eould do supplied, they vill find 4t more enny %6 send us citing sogff g
reports of 1%, Can snyone help? :

Tours sinserely,

A

Ly G4 J O Savkaey (Retd)
lxoo!\ivo Besretary

ee! '; Nr Bob Seets, IUCH, |
2) Ny Peter Jasksen, Haut Verger, 1171 Bugy-Villars, Vaud,
Switserland

$) BY-T: CIugtea-Breek, Tsslegisal Fisld Station, Storeys
Vay, Canbdridge,

4) Nz Oelin Nellewny, 4 Tres-ye-Afon, Desumaris, o;:;odl LL58 8uU,
o,

Trustees: Mr. Duleep Matthai

Lt Col. Fatesinghrac Gaekwad of Baroda, President Mr Jagat Mehta

Mr. Zatar Futehally, Vice President M Vasant G. Rajadhyaksha
Mr. S.P. Godrej Mrs. Anne Wiight







INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

UNION INTERNATIONALE POUR LA CONSERVATION DE LA NATURE ET DE SES RESSOURCES

Conservation Monitoring Unit — Centre de surveillance continue de fa conservation de la nature

IEHE

Gren Lucas,
Ehafrman = SSC

Jane Thornback

Tim Clutton-Brock
Wayne King

WWF - India

Bob Scott

Richard Fitter

Date: 13 May 1982

Subject: The Shou Cervus elaphus wallichi

The Shou, a subspecies of Red Deer, had been thought to he
extinct. However, Mr. C.G. Hickman of FAO, in a recent
communication, relates that he believes the animal still
exists in Bhutan. Colin Holloway, to whom | sent copies
of the communique, suggests that M. K. Ranjitsinh should
visit Bhutan and attempt to verify that the sighting was
of the Shou. ‘

I am passing this information on to you in the hope that
the appropriate wheels can be set rolling.

encl: RDB sheet
Mr. C.G. Hickman's letter.

Telox 817036 Cables: Redbook Cambridge UK
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Dear Mu. Thornback:

I had a quick look at the RDB reports you kindly sent which
are of considerable interest to my Bhutanese Colleagues. One report
1 hasten to question which claims the Ghowr is extinct, Tt certainly is r
[ saw & beutiful large buck in lla Valley a few weeks ago that was being
chased by dogs and finally found dead in the Indian Army camp, Appnrént]
it died of exhaustion since it was bleeding from the mouth vhen the Dzong
called me to go with him to examine it. The corps was still warm and
showing very good condition; infact T would conclude it was very fat,
Obviously past it was past its prime age with very large horns and 1 wou
guess higher at the withers than a large cow or about 120 cm.,

The local people including my driver reports they sce herds of
these animals quite often, They are hunted by His Majesty who I am sure
would confirm the presence of a viable population. Although hunting
is not permitted it is known that isolated families use spares to catch
these animals for consumption.

Incidentally, I am naow doing consultancies in the field of
Iivestock Resource Hansgement and if you need some help with inventoring
breeds or starting a resource operation I would be glad to offer my

assistance.
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Please reply to

Cusella Postale Rperta 6h,Rome,
Ltaly 00153 IFAO




(Cuvier, 1823)

Family CERVIDAE

AL SULEARY fudangered. Probably extince. This subspecies of Red Deer

rly inbabited southern Tibet aud the adjacent valleys of Bhutan. There is no
rocent inforaation about kts presence tn Tibet, Surveys by the Bhutan Forest
Depatiueut have failed to locate it in Bhutan and the Departwent now believes it
to be crtinet there and also very probably in Tibet, though a proper search and
cugquirics still need to be wade in that country. The probable demise of the
subgpecics s atteibated to uncontrulled hunting.

DLSTRIBUTION Clina (Tibet) and Bhatan. Maln stronghold was the Chumbi valley
in Tibub; also occucred castwards in the adjacent valleys of Bhutan, notably the
upper reaches ol the Ha Valley, as well as in the Tsari districc of south-eastern
Fibet 420 ki cast of the Chuabi Valley (2; 33 5). Has never been recorded from
Hepal or Sikkim (Lhe uawe 1Gikkim Stag' sometimes given to the Shou is due to the
fact that the Chunbi Valley was at one time part of Sikkim) (2; 3; 5). Recent
exlensive surveys in its last known arcas of distribution in Bhutan have failed
to locate it (1). There i3 no recent information on its occurrence in Tibet,
whcre the decy was last recorded in 1946 /47, when it was described as existing

in 'Faicr nugbers' in the Tsari district in the south-east (2; 3).

POPULATION probably extinct. The Bhutan Forcst Department is emphatic that
none survive in Bhutan, and believes it to be alwost certainly extinct in Tibet
also (4).

LABLTAT AlD ECOLOGY Tewmperate forests of the llimalayan Range (2).

THREATS 0 SURVIVAL fhe demise of the Shou was due to uncontrolled hunting by
sportswen aud local villagers and wore cecently by Chinese military personnel (2).

L1ot NEASURES TAKEN The Bhutan Forest Department has conducted surveys
Ctermine whether the Shou was still extant (1).

CONSERVATIUN HEASURES PROPOSED Proper scarch and enquiries to determine whether
tlhe Shou still exists in Tibet.

REMARKS For description of animal sece (3; 5; 6). Twenty-five subspeciea of
Cervus elaplus are recognized (including what was formerly considered a separate
species € canadensis but is now considered only subspecifically distinct
frow C. elaphus). They inhabic North Awerica, Europe and Asia, Of these C. e.
canadensis (eastecn Auwcrica) and C. e. merriauni (Arizona and nocth Mexico) are
extinct; C. ¢. wallichi (Tibet/Bhutan) may be extinct. AL least 4 other subspecies
are in che endangered category, namely C. e. hanglu (Kashmir), C, e. corsicanus
(Corsica and Sardinia), C. e. barbarus (North Africa), C. e. bactrianus (northern
Afghanistan and Russian Turkestan) and C. e. Zggkundcnagi (Chinese Turkestan).
e. wacneilli (fibetan/Chinese bordec) is in the indeterminate category, and
. e. nannades in the ‘out of daunger' category.
REFEKENCES  anon. 1976, Is the Shou Extince? Oryx 13(4): 340,
Goen B Par 1900 Pérgs cutmai sl Red Data Bouk Vol, 1, 1968.
LGN, Borgeas.,

Gee, E.P. Lu6h. the Wild Life £ India. Collins, London.
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