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There are two races of the Red Deor in this subcontinent -
the Kashwir Stag or Hangul and the Shou. Tha formar da only
found in Kaeheir and the latter was found mainly in the
Chumbi Valley and sestwerde in the adjacent valleys of the
Royal Kingdom of Bhutan notably in the upper reaches of the
lia Valley.
The Shou has been considered as = "Endangered, Probably extinct" -

by the International Union for Conservation of Nature and
Natural Resources (IUCN) on the basis of earlier raports
received by them, However, a recent report questions ite
probably extinct status and indicates that dn Sep tember/Oc tober
1981, a large buck wee seen being chased by doga and was
finally found dead in the Indien Army camp. It apparently died
of exhaustian eince it was bleeding from the mouth when it was
examined. Tha corpse was still warm and showed very gaod
condition and is reported ta be vary fat. It waa falt to be

pest ite prime and estimated to be higher than a large cow, at
the withers. The locale are reported to hava said that they
seo hoards of theas animals quite often.

I cannot think af any other Indien Army camp except your
Establishment at HA DZONG, unless there have been changes in the
past few yeara. tence I have taken thie liberty af approaching
you with the following requests # -

(a) Confirmation of the incident mantioned above

(b) Sighting reportebf the SHOU, including the following
information
(1) Data of sighting
(i4) Plece and spproximate altitude (grid reference and

nawe of any nearby village, river or any other
prominent reference point)

(144) Numbers sean - stags, hinds and calf - if identified
(iv) Copy of a photograph if possible
(v) Name and addrese of observer and any other eye witnesses

with his
10 copies of one of our greeting cards illustrating the Kashmir
Stag ar Hangul are enclosed, The SHOU is much larger then ths
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Kastuix Stag, standing from 54 inches to 60 inches (140 to 150 cms)
or more at the shoulder, Its antlers are longer and more massive
then tha Hangul. The horne of an edult Hangul average 40 inches
(100 cws) in length end the meximum record is soy2 inches (128.3 cma)
being the length on the outsides curve, I hope this brief descriptionwill enable sven a lay observer to identify the Shou, It seems too
much to hope that there may be eomeone posted there at HA DZONG who
whares our concern at the venhshing species of wildlife, which would
make this task easier,
I would be grateful for your help in this matter, to enable ma reply
to the query raised by the IUCN,

™
™,

Commandant
IMTRAT
C/o 99 APO
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Jane ThorabackNe
Coup es

International Union fer Conservation

Cambridge GB ODL
United Kingdo

21ste) Rentingden Read
nent aud Baturel Resources

Dear Na Theradack,

I beve veedived a reply frem the Aruy regarding the incident of the
shee, They confirm the incident. However, the ineident took place
not ik the Army Gomp, but im one of the two ecemps of other nen-amy
oetablishnoats whieh are leented geress the river. Sone locale are
voported te have chased a "door" (presunddily the shew). Seue dogs
wore alee ehasiag the deer whieh wee Gpparently fatiqued and fo11
from height of about 15 ft. within the camp end ated, The deer
wae Yoperted to be im geod eendition and was bleeding fren the mouth
with me other signe of eny major injury. The deer wee subsequently
handed over te the Reyal Bhutan Felice authorities whe sent it on to
the State Capital at Thinpy,

They else reported that patrols of the Royal Bhutan Army sonetines
Gene nerest herds of deer at altitudes of 1200°f% and above in
Veotern Bhutan, They ave untrained poeple whe weuld only be able to
eleseify then ae deer, But if a photograph cr a painting of @ shou
could be supplied, they will find it more enay to cond us citing $e y

reports ef 1%, Can enyene help?

Yourd sincerely,

be Gol J 0 Savpacy (Reta)
Breci tive Beeretary

2) My Peter Jackaon, Haut Verger, 1171 Bugy-Villare, Vaud,
Switserland

eet 1) Bob Seott, rucs.

Wag ,- Cambridge,
4) Me Colin Nelleway, 4 Tres-ye-Afon, Besunsris, Ovyneeé LL§8 Suu,

Walos,

$) mm, Levteyteal
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INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

UNION INTERNATIONALE POUR LA CONSERVATION DE LA NATURE EIDE SES RESSOURCES

Conservation Monitoring Unit - Centre de surveillance continue de ta conservation de la nature

MEHO

To: Gren Lucas,
Chairman SSC

From: Jane Thornback

Cc: Tim Ctutton-Brock
Wayne King
WWF - India
Bob Scott
Richard Fitter

Date: 13 May 1982

Subject: The Shou Cervus claphus wallicht

The Shou, a subspectes of Red Deer, had been thought to be
extinct. However, Mr. €.G. Hickman of FAQ, in a recent
communtcation, relates that he believes the animal still
exists in Bhutan. Colin Holloway, to whom | sent copies
of the conmunique, suggests that M. K. Ranjitsinh should
visit Bhutan and attempt to verify that the siqhting was
of the Shou.

1 am passing this Information on to you in the bope that
the appropriate wheels can be set rolling.

encl: RDB sheet
Mr. €.G. Hickman's tetter.

219 (c} Huntingdon Road, Cambridge CB3 ODL, United Kingdom Tel 0223 217314 Telex 817036 Cables Redbook Cambridge UK
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Food And Agricultura
United Nations

VETERINARY DIAGNOSTIC LABORATORY
Royal Government of Bhutan Organization

SERBITHANG
P.O. BOX-155

THIMPHU ( BHUTAN )

Ho, BHU/76/57/ .363>

Mr. June Thornbuck
28 November 1981.

Compiler
Hummal Red Data look
Conservation Monitoring Centre

219 (G) Huntingdon Road,
Cambridge,
UK CB3 ODE

ORING

Dear Hu. Thornback:

I had a quick look at the KDB reports you kindly sent which

are of consideruble interest to my Bhutanese Colleagues. One report

1 hasten to question which claims the is extinct, It certainly isr
I saw pw beutiful large buck in Ha Valley a few weeks ago that was being

chased by dogs and finally found dead in the Indian Army camp. Apparent]

it died of exhuustion since it was bleeding from the mouth when the Dzong

called me to yo with him to examine it. fhe corps was still wari and

showing very good condition; infact T would conclude it was very fat.
Obviously past it was past its prime age with very large horns and I wou

guens higher at the withers than a large cow or about 120 cm.

he local people including my driver reports they see herds of

these animals quite often. They are hunted by His Majesty who I am sure

vould confirm the presence of a viable population. Although hunting

is not permitted it is known that isolated families use snares to catch

these animals for consumption.

Incidentally, I am now doing consultancies in the field of

lavestock Resource Hansgement and if you need some help with inventoring

breeds or starting a resource operation T would he glad to offer my

Best regards
C\ olka -

w \ te,

Pp. 4SacKsen
% * de «3 \A

C.G. Hickman
Livestock Resource Management Consul

Please reply to(?

Capella Postale Rperta 64,Kome,
[taly 00153 PAO
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vabifehs (Cuvier, 1823)Uervus shy

Family CERVIDAEAnt

wot db Eudangered. Probably extince, This subspecies of Red Deer
status ANU There ig no
formerly a 3cuthern Tibet and the adjacent valleys of Bhutan.

recent about dts preseme fa Tibuc. Surveys by the Bhutan Forest

Department have fatled tu locate ot itu Bhutan and the Departwent now believes it
to be entaunct Lhere and alsu very prebably in Tibe c though a proper gearch and

The probabla demise of che
enquiries stall need to be wade fa that country.

China (Libet) and Bhutsn. Main scronghold was the Chumbi Valley
DASTMIBUTLON
in Tibet; dlyo oceurre castwards in the adjacent valleys o £ Bhucan, notably the

Ha Valley, ay well az in the Tsard district of south-eastera
es

uppers reaches the
lag never been recorded from

fibec 420 hie easl wf the Chuubi Valley (2; 3; 5).
'Sikkim Stag! sometinws given to the Shou ig due fo the

fact that the Chunbl Valley was ab one ¢ ime pact of Sikkim) (2; 3; 5). Recent
ita last knuws areas of distribution in Bhutan have failed

esbensive surveys in
to locate it (1). There isa o recent information on ite occurrence in Tibet,
where Lhe decr way Just recorded in 1946/47, when it was described as existing
in 'faic > in the Tsack district in the south-east (2; 3).

The Bhutan Forest Department is emphatic chat
POPULAE fon Probably extince.
none survive in Bhutan, and believes it to be alwose certainly extinct in Tibet
alga (4).

VABLTAT AWD £01 OGY Temperate forests vf Lhe Himalayan Range (2).

THREATS fo SURVIVAL The demise of the Shou was due to uncontrolled hunting by

local villagers and wore cecently by Chinese whlitary personnel (2).
sportsmen aud

the Bhutan Forest Department has conducted surveys
CONSERVATION MEASURES 'TAKEN

CONSERVATIOH MEASURES PROPOSED Proper search and enquiries to determine whether

the Sheu still exists in Tibet.

For description of aniaal see (3; 5; 6). Twenty-five subspecies of
REMARKS
Cervus elaphue are recognized (including what was formerly considered a separate

Cervus canadunsis buc ie sew considered only subspecifically distinct
epecica Of these C. a.
frum C elaphus They inhabic North Awerica, Europe and Asia.

wis gastecu Awecica) and C, & merciawi (Arizona and nocth Mexico) are
canddes Ac least 4 other subspeciesextinct; C (Tibet/Bhutan) may be extinct.
are in the endangered categocy, namely C. e. hanglu (Kashmir), C, a. corsicanus

(North Africa), C e bactrianus (northern
(Curgica und Sardinia), € &

e yarkandensis (Chinese Turkestan).
Afghantotan and Russian Turkestan) and C

tev da eae bucdec) is in che indeterminate category, and

ode 5 in th ufnanny Your danger' category.

3401976 {> Lhe Shou Lxtinct? Oryx 1344)
REFERENCE

lyu7. bere In Red Data Bouk Vol 1, 1968bY.
LucN, Hoc ges

EP. Lyot Collins, London.
bee, Whe Wild Life of India.

Rho-t Lule Cs}F Code: 19.125 6.5.2

the Shou was still extant (1)determine whether


