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2nd September 1990

Mr D T Thomes
500 C Mit Road
ist Stege Indiranagar
SANGALOE -560 038

Bear Sir r
This is in response te your advertisement in NEWSLETTER FOR

BIRDWATCHERS (July-August 1990), regarding the sele of old issues
ef the Journal of the HNHS, nature beoeks, etc.

I am definitely interested in the Jeurnals and am enclosing a list
of those issues which are in wy librery. I want the missing numbers.

Kindly send we a list of journals which you have (you could mark

them in my list and return it) and ef the bird heoks - along with
their prices. I will be grateful if you could oblige me at the
earliest.

Thanking You

Yours sincerely

Encl; AS above.
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tel: 540384
Ist Stave Indiranacvsr, bancalore 560 038

AS ON 27 AUGUST 1990
(43} books are in excellent condition unless otherwise statdd)
BIRDS

1. The Oxford book of Birds by bruce Campbell and Donald Watson
KS 100.00

e. & Synopsis of the wirds of Indian and Pakistan (together withthose of Nepal, bhutan, Bangledesh and Sri by
KK

280+
A ake oie he

4, iimeyclopaedia of Bird Fictures, ed by ndword van Rensselear:
D+ Wildfowl of #upn Kupope by Myrfyn, rorevord by sir Feter seott.

tis 150.00

CERNITUCTCGY. pT

6. Ornitholosyv (from to the Present) by induin StressemeanCethleen Univ
ML1+452 pp. hd. 3 750.00

462

x
Pod iS ew

10. Birdwatching - 'rhe Complete Outfit and Source soc for Bird=

150.00

Rs 120.00

Ks 40,00

Rs 60.00
1§. Inside the Animal wor

16. <A Century of Natural History,ed J.c. Laniel (Bombay, 1983)
ms 200.00

nts 200.00

ns 50.00

rts 80,00
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13th September 1990

Dr P T Thomas
500 CMH Lead
fat Stage Indiranagar
BANGAZAJRE - 560 038

Dear Dr Thome 65,

Thank you for yours of 8th instant, which I received today.

From the Jeurnale of the BNHS, as pointed cut by you, I am isterest~
ed in vols 42 (3) only. I can offer you a price of & 30/- for it.
fhe other bock that I aa interested in is No. 18 on your list -
The State of Indiats Environment (New Delhi, Centre for Science and
Environment, 1962), illustr. 192 pp. hb. for & 50/m»

Kindly confirm by return post whether the latter is still available,
and if se, kindly reserve it for me,

If the price for the former is acceptabie, then the seme helda good
for it too,

On receiving your confirmation, I will send you the pyyment immediate
ly and have the books collected in Bangaleres

Thanking You

Yours sincere]y



P.T. Thomas 500 CMH Road 'el: 540384
Ist Stage Indiranagar
Bangalore 560 038 2229.90

Mr Aasheesh Pittie
4-7-4270 Begum Bazar
Hyderabad 500 012

Dear Mr Pittie,
I am so sorry that this answer to your letter

of 13 Sept has been delayed by nearly a week. 'loo
many unexpected things intervened. Never mind,
though: The State of India's Environment (1982)
has been reserved ror you. lou may arrange to take
delivery of it at any time convenient to you,
except that I will be away in Delhi from 26 Sept
to 9 Oct., so it has to be some time on or after
10 Oct. I hope this doesn't inconvenience you.

As regards the JBNHS 41(3), I would want to sell
41(1) and 41(3) together for a reason which I am
sure you will appreciate: these two contain Parts
I and II respectively of"Birds of Ventral India"
by Salim Ali and Hugh Whistler. I would like to
find a buyer who will take both because one of the
two by itself will be incomplete as far as this
famous Central India ornithological report is con-
cerned. I hope you understand. Believe me it is not
a question of the price at all. In fact my prices
for the JBNMS backnumbers have been high, so x 30/-
(which you have offered) is perhaps nearer the
correct price than the 150/=- I have asked. (I had
sent up the list to an old friend of mine in the
BNHS and asked him to. 1tell me what he thought of
my prices; he said my prices for the journals are
exorbitant. I trust him, not only because he is a
good old friend but because he knows what he is
talking about, so, you see, it is not a question
of the price at all; I had surely over-estimated
the rarity value of the old backnumbers. )

Qne book I found in my library the other day,
and which missed being listed in the list, is
Environmental Conservation and Development by Dr
B.P. Pal, with a forewordby Dr M.S. Swaminathan,
(Indian Environmental Society, 1982,pp 100) - ori_
ginal price Rs 45/-, now sekimng offered at 20/~.
Since you appear to be concerned about the environ-
ment question, I thought you might be interested.
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I have the impression that you are a discerning
pook-collector besides a naturalist-scholar. I
expect you know of "EHA" (H.H. Aitken of the ICS in
the last decades of the last century) whose obser-
vations on life and nature in India are among our
natural history classics both for the accuracy of
the observations and their hilarious humour. I
happen to have a reasonably undamaged copy - not a
page missing, but the pabes have come somewhat loose
at the spine - of Behind the Bungalow, 5th ed. 1895.
(pp 159+40). This has been purposely omitted from mylist because I thought I would keep it, being such
a treasure. Hut I am not sure that those who CoHe
after me will care to treasure the book, so it might
be better if I offer it for sale to someone who has
better facilities for treasuring it than I have. I
have no idea how much a thing like that is worth now,
but I think I will put it up for 100/-. I also have -

but unlisted again - vols I and II of Handbook of
the Birds of Eurppe, the Middle-East and North Africa
by Stanley Cramp, Chief Ed., OUP 1978, eash over
700 pp with maps, coloured plates and descriptive
text. Vol I treats Ostrich to Ducks, and Vol II
Hawks to Bustards. These volumes - to be comple$ed
in seven volumes, I don't know how many of the seven
are already published are a sequel to Witherby's
Handbook of the British Birds. The original price
(1978) is £25.00. The two vols I have are in perfect
condition, being practically unused. I think theywill be of value to Nature Societies,mmit research
institutions and college libraries. I am offering
them for Rs 600/- each. They were unlisted because a
young local enthusiast was interested in them, but
I doubt if he can afford the price, being
presently a young college lecturer.

I am pleased to have had some correspondence with
you. I think I did hear your name some years ago but
have no recollection where and in what connection.

Lou s ncerely,

P.T. Thomas >



Ref; Mine of 13/9.
Yours of 22/9,

27th September 1990

Dr P T Thomas
500 CMH Read
ist Stage Indiranagar
BANGALORE = 560 038

Dear Dr Thomann,

Thank you for yours of the 22nd instant, which I received yesterday.You have used kind and rather flattering worls in it, which I denot think I deserve, I believe that this is the only hobby (ie.,the study of natural history) in the world which ia not second-hand,or man-oriented. Nothing that a naturaliat deala with has beencreated by man (unlike a philatelist, a nunimatist, etc), exceptof course the atudies on the subject iteelft There in lies the
great joy. Te go into the field, and find out for oneself. Discoverthe wonder that exista. The satisfaction ia tremendous}!

Anyway,

I had asked for the JBNHS 41 (3) because i had a selfish reason. I
making an index ef printed literature fer the Indian Sub~continentunder the heads SPECIES and PLACES, It has not been done before,and i realise that it is an unending task. But i have made a begin-ing and i would like to see it through. I would like to create

auch a databank that any birdwatcher/scientist working on Indian
birds, should be able te get all the published literature (references)for an area or for « species within minutes and from one singlesource, Can you imagine how much time he/she will be saving? 1realise that it is embitious and mind-boggling. Perhaps it is alse
a little foolish!
Thank you for reserving THE STATE OF INDIA'S ENVIRONMENT (1982)for me and also for informing me ef the other books. I will take
EHA's for the price quoted. Euwexex At present I am interested mestin literature for the Indian region, and so the other books are not
so attractive. I will send the money by M.0. in your name, be youraddress and request my relatives in Bangalore to call you on theTel, no. given te enquire where to collect the books and when,

Thank you for your help and consideration and I hepe wh have more
opportunities te correspond in the future.
Yours sincerelyr
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18th Oetober 1990

Myr Amitebh Poddar
1397/7 6th tat Crosa
RW Extension

ARABS -560 080

Rear Amitabh,

I hope this letter finds you in geod health and spirit.
i om writing for s small favour. Ceuld you have 2 books collectedfor me from the address of Dr P T Thomas, given below? He had
mmounced a gale through a bird-journal, and i chose these 2
books;

i) The State of India's rvironment (982)
EH Aitken2) Behind The Bungalew, 5th ed. (1895) hy

Just have them collected aud keep thea with you. They are paidfor, I will take thes whenever i come to Bangalore next. The
addreas is,
Dr Q Vd Themas
500 C MH Koad
ist Stage Indiranager
BANGALORE 560 038

He has a phone DOes 540384, which £ suggest you call and fix-up
a tiwe and also maybe enquire directions te his place,
Plense convey our Pronams to all the elders. And, thank you very
much?

Youra sincerely



Tel: 540484
500 CMH Rd, Ist Stage Indiranagar

+Bangalore 560
c4 x 90

Mr Aasheesh Pittie
4-7--370 Begum Bazar
Hyderabad 500 012

Dear Mr Pittie,
Thank you for your letter of 27 Sept and the MO

for Rs 150/= which followed. Do you mind if I change
my mind about EHA's Behind the kungalow, mainly for
two reasons: (1) Being nearlya hundred years old,
the pages paper has become brittle, and I notice that
some of them have broken into halves and need some
mending. The pages have completely come off the
spine of the cover; the book cannot be handled with
reasonable ease unless it has received the careful
attention of some good binder. I wouldn't feel too
pleased about passing the book on to a trusted
friend for as much as Rs 100/~. (2) Before I part
with the book I think I ought to have a chance to
make sure that I have the complete rights over it,
and this may take a little time. Let me at least
defer the sale, so in the meantime I would like to
return the Rs 100/. I enclose a DD for the amount.
Sorry about this.

As regards the JBNHS 41 (3), since it is possibly
a useful reference for you for your work on index-
ing printed literature on birds of the Indian sub-
continent, I would be happy to lend it to you so
that you can use it for your purpose and then when
you have done with it you can return it to me. Is
this any use? I will be happy to send it along with
your relation who will come to collect the other
book, but do let me know about it. Bo one has con-
tacted me so far. It will be best to telephone and
come so I can make sure that I am available when
he comes.

Yours sincerelyp

Va h, Lib)
ot. Thomag-


