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Game Birds of Sikkim including the Darjeeling District
and of the Jalpaiguri District, Bengal.

BY
M. 'INGLIS, P.Z:i8., :FiR.i8., M:Bi: 0! Us

( Continued from page 48)

4. The Thick-billed Green Pigeon. ZTreron cwrvirostre
nipalensis ( Hodgson ).

This Green Pigeon is a slightly smaller bird than
the last two and as already mentioned resembles the
the Ashy headed Green Pigeon very closely. In this bird
however the base of the bill in both sexes is red and
there iz also a pateh of vivid green round the eye.
These differences being sufficient for indentification no
separate description is given.

Stuart Baker gives the distribution as ¢ found through-
out the Himalayas from Nepal in the west, through
Sikkim the better wooded parts of Eastern Bengal 4
but all that Stevens has to say about it is “ Evidently
confined to the base of the foot-hills and adjacent forested
country of the plains.” It is, as far as I can learn,
a rare bird in the Duars.

They are forest loving birds but at times may be
found away from them should there happen to be any
fruit trees, I have shot them on a solitary pipul ( Ficus
religiosa ) tree situated in a large area of tea. They
frequently descead to the ground where Mr. Baker

S L
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has frequently seen them ¢ walking about quite freely’
near hill streams. Usually they are seen in flocks of
about the same sizo as those of the Orange-—breasted
Green Pigeon but the above mentioned naturalist me -
tions some of over a hundred birds. Fruit is of course
their staple diet but they also eat grain at times, Like
others of this family they are voracious feeders and
swallow huge plums which appear for too large for
them to manage. Stuart Baker gives an amusing
account showing the quarre'some habits of these birds
which I quote im ¢xtemso.  * Quarrelsome as are all
Pigeons and Doves, this “gmall member of the family
is even more so than most; at the same time it is
given, like the rest of its relations, more to the uttering

of bad language = than to the giving of aciual
blows. These, however, are quite often enough indu ged
in, and result in feathers flying freely ~ accompanied
with loud eclappings and beatings of the wings and
gattural notes of anger. ‘The row wusually commernces
when two males, perhaps of difierent flocks, approach
the same tempting cluster of figs or other daintv.
The two birds will clamber slowly along the branch
towards one another until they are a foot or two
apart, when both wi'l stop abruptly and bob energetically
up and down uttering a few cuss ‘“words” at the
-samé time. If neither of the warriors are rerdered
nervous by the appearance of the other, they again
approich .one another with moath wide open, and  ut-
tering a .constant half his¢ and half guttural note
the bowings and bobbings ircrease in vio ence, ard the
birds dance about with wings semi-!ifted. Then. sudden!v.
there is a -clap of wings;, and the two birds launech
themse'ves at each other, attempting to strike with
their wings, or to se‘ze the feathers of their opponerts
heéad with their bille. Tf either can dacecomplish this
he then preceeds to drag his vietim along the branch
antil the feithers come out, when the fight is again
renewed after an iiterval of more posturirg, or “the
wounded bird finds he has had enough of it and retires
to another part of the tree ™
. The note is mueh the same as that of the
Greon Pigeons though many consider it
aud more jerky.

Though rare it probab'y bresds in the Duars

foot-hills. '[110'\' appear to be double 't)!‘u:)(]ml, tlLe

other

tess  me'odious
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lot of eggs boing laid from April to June and again
daring Juiy and August 1 he 1ests are similar to, those
of other Green IPigeous and aceording to Mr. Baker
“ \WWhen nesting in the jungle they piace their vests
pither in a sap.ing, quite urcol cealed, in a high bush
ot in a bamboo-ciump, and very, 6 often . two. .or three
nests arc paced in e¢'ose vieinity to one another. 'l he
ma.e bird takes at least an equal share in the duties of
incubation, and also helps in the building of the nest
and care of the young.”  'Ihe eggs two in uumber,
resemble those of the Ashy-headed Gieen Pigeon.

'l hey take kindly to ecaptivity ard may be fed in
the same way as other Green Pigeons. Stuart Baker
mentions their being © epeclally greedy over plantains,
often making thelr breist and head feathers in a very
dirty state in their anxiety to get as much as possible
ingide, in the shortest time on record.” I have found
this to be the samse with. the Be 1gal Green Pegion whieh
is the only one I have ever kept.

( To be continued ).

Creen Pigeons in Confinement.

BY
DR. SAPYA €BURN AW, M. A, B.L., Ph. D./ P.Z. 8, M.B.0. T.

Mr. C. M. Inglis in Fis note on the ‘Game Birds
of Sikkim ['imalayas including the Darjeeling District
and of the Jalpaiguri District, Bengal, ( Jour. Dar. Nat.
Fist. Soe. Vel. I.p. 2) . writes—“In captivity green
pigeons are rather lethargic and uninteresting birds
jinclined to get messy on account of their rather
sticky food. ' he latier should consist of plantains
mixed up with  catco or boi.ed rice into a more or
less crumbly condition.” This estimate of their qualities
is based on insufficient, if not wholly erroneous, data
and appears to ignore the results of modern aviculture,
specialiy in the matter of housing and feeding the:e
soft—-billed birds. Mr. Inglis is not alone to blame, for he
repeats what Mr. Finn wrote long ago in his Garden and
Aviary Birds of Iudia. ‘“lLethargic” is moc the word for
them, for in reality their activities are on a par with
those of many of our domesticated pigeong and their
quarre!someress, waddlings and antics are oftentimes too
animated to escape notice. These are most in evidence
in the mornings and afterroons, but towards noon with




the warmth of day-time this animation ig hﬁ'«'l. m
sugpeuse, the birds relapsing into indolence and relaxation.
The periods of activity hardly savour of duliness, and
diverse are the sounds which are produced not Lhmaf,’j’l‘
the mouth aloie but by the flight feathers and wings \\'l}jcl;
are in great request during a duel or fight. Searcely a
day passes  when my own aviary does mnot preseut a
sight like chis. Nor is thisactivity sometimes unattended
with grave consequences, specially to the gmaller and
weaker birds which, wuuless removed forthwith to a
separate apartmeut, run a risk of being frightened or
oppressed in the hurly-burly. The Green Pigeong, 1t
will be apparent from their size and bulk and the
exigencies of courting behaviour, require a larger space—
flight as it is called—in an outdoor aviary, high and
roomy, with trees and boughs providing mnot only cover
and shelter from rain and strong winde but also
facilitios of movement. And watching them to advantage,
one should as we!l beir in mind that while their antics
or waddiings up and down a bough with wings out-
strotched or the raffling of feathers or shaking ot
certain parts of their body are frequently indulged 1in,
the physical efforts and exercises thereby brought into
play are of supreme importance to their health apart
from the efect chey might serve to produce from the
point of view of sexual wsthetics. In an aviary thus
furnished and adapted to their neads, another sine qua
non is plenty of water to provide bath and drink, for
notwithstanding the story of their aversion for descent
to the ground at the water's edge, these birds do asa
matter of fact revel in a regular dip, and that twice,
as a never-failing routine, which I observe in my own
aviary, So far these habite and the amenities of the
bird-house contrived to cater to them are calculated to
dispel rather than occasion any ‘‘mess” which might
come upon or stick to them by reason of their housing
in captivity. Mr. Inglis, acting evidently on the suggestion
of Mr. Finn, prescribes for these birds a menu, which.
he thinks, at the same time is mostly responsible for
the ‘messy’ condition of the Green Pigeons. Plantains
form an essential componeat of this menu, The economic
status of this fruit is sufficient guarantee for its whole-
someness, if given fresh, though longer exposure in a
tropical climate is apt to bring in signs of decomposition.
[ts mingling with beiled rice, however, has a risk of
furthering or quickening this decomposition, since boiled
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rice very soon gets sour and stale by exposure and a
combination of these two ingredients makes the diet of
douhtfu! e ficaey, The hanana neverthe'ess is an important
ltem of fool and so much is it re'ished by the birds
that its tuste is apt to pervert their natural haukering
for the ripe berries and Ficus fraitz, which appear to
form the favourite diet of the Green Pigeons in their
wild state. Still it is not inadvisab'e to keep as near
as possib'e to the foodstuffs which Dame Nature has
contrived for them. The Bur ( Ficus bengalensis ) and
Peepul ( Ficus religiosa ) fruits can therefore hardly be
omitted from their dietary, though it is diffleult to get
them in other than the periods when they become
availab'e. these fruits are to be chopped into small
parts so that they may be eisily swallowed without
sticking to the birds’ bills, and it is never prudent for
reasons stated above to mix these up with substances
like the boi'ed rice or safoo paste ( made with water)
which is liable to get sour in a tropical place. It is
noteworthy, however, that the gapes of the Green
Pigeons are large for their size, besides being soft and
e:asiic so much so that the way they can swallow*whole
fruits like p.um, which are aslarge as the birds’ head,
passes our comprehension. Mr. Stuart-Baker has alsc
drawn our attention to this feeding habit not only in
confinement but also in the natural and wild condition
of these birds. He writes---“‘Larger and soft fruit, such
as figs, they tear to pieces, pulling off great lumps
which they swallow whole. * * * * Jn confinement
they consume almost any sorc of grain, and I ouce
ghot a pair out of an Indian corn-field whose crops
were full of the ripe, but still soft, maize. ¥ * * % * *
My birds in captivity ate plantains greedily and would
also eat the inside of oranges, invariably picking out the
pips first before eating the fieshy part. Peaches and
apricots they also ate, swallowing even tho stone-kernel,
shell and all, complete. In addition to fruit and grain
they also ate a certain amonnt of greea food such as
lettuce, and once I saw a bird pulling some green shoots
of rice which had just sprouted up in the corner of
the aviary”. Fruits and berries ara never difficult to get
throughout the year for these frugivorous birds and
considering the adaptability of the latter to the food
provided in an aviary, the change of the fruit menu
necessitated by the exigencies of season and circumstances
(e. g. different fruite or berries available in different

b
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seasons ) is apt to be productive of good rather than
harm. Of the various artificial menus prescribed
for the the Green Pigeonsg I lll'l\'i‘ found the following
as beneficial without being to the distaste of the birds —

(a) bread and milk sop.

(b) preparation of satco or powdered gram fried
in ghee and afterwards when cool this prepa-
ration is mixed with minced ecarrot.

With many avieulturists in India the Green Pigeons
have .a bad reputation for being far too delicate to stand
protracted captivity aund the reason is not far to seek.
The fault is never inherent in the birds but is due
not infrequensly to our ignorance as to their proper food
in confinement in the tropics and oftentimes to bad
housing. R. B.Sanyal in his ¢ Handbook of the manage-
ment of animals in Lower Bengal” cites a long list
of the diseaseg— catarrh, diarrhaa, vertigo, rheumatism,
epidemic—from which they suffer and suggests that they
gshou!d be well-protected from draughts and cold to
which they are extreme'y susceptible. For his observa-
tion is--“ Some feel the cold and .ike notning better than
a snug warm corner; several of them may be seen ou
a windy ‘winter morning, sitting in a row with half
their bodies ingide the nests”. The lacter apparently
refer to the appliances for nesting put up for those
which are s0 inelined, but in the abseice of proper
screen or shelter they are very often resorted to by
birds which seek protection agains wind and rain.

Frugivorous birds are as a matter of fact easy to
keep., provided proper atteation is paid to their housing
and food. The fruit diet of the Green Pigeons admits
of elasticity, though a judicious selection is imperative
of the artificial mevu which, while being wholesome,
wmust be to their liking. So far as my experience goes,
I haye had no occasion for complaint in my choice of
the diet, natura! or prepared (referred to before) as
supplied to my birds. Of the species that thrived in
my aviary 1 find Crocopus p. plenicopterus as the most
h;:l‘(l“,' of the '()' whi'e ()1441::'/(.< [I//l.’)(“'(‘(.]}f(,’“‘,\‘ cliloro-
gaster and Omnn/wun bisimcta bisimcte are quite compe-

t to hold their own in any mixed ¢ympany. Osmotreron

julviecllis appears to be the most docie of these 1’70‘\“»1'\
nothing bsstét makes for its conte.tment than a ‘flig]
all its own, where there is no mo'estation from a hul‘\“.uq

kindred

JAW,




[ This is a most interesting paper on these beautiful
birds and coming from such an enthusiastic and successful
avieulturist as Dr. Satya Churn Law  is also most
va'uah e, We have certainly huad no op [»ullnl mm of study-
e these birds in large spacious th gh¢ aviaries, the one

fe)
or two we have kept and seen being in fairly small onesg and
those we certainiy found ///m«’u and umnlemsung We
err in good wmp;m} as Mr. Stuart Baker writing about
the Waedge-tai ed or Kokla (%1'0(-,11 Pigeon says :--“On
aceount of their beautiful notes, which are fuller, richer
ind more sweel 111“, those of any other Green Pigeon
these birds are specially sought after as cage-birds.
Beautifu lm\\eum, as they are, both as regards plumage

)
wd song, they are, on che whole wminteresting pets
the ~italies: are ours). In a cage they are slow,
letharaic (the italics are ours ) and indeed stupid birds,
and the two bad traits of greediness and quarre!someness
which they share with the rest of their tribe, do nat

to add their attractions.” Ed.]

The bezk of the Scissors-bill (Rlynchops albicollis)

<W/7m
o

§

\__,__*M"""

F'he beak of the Scissors-bill is very peculiar, and
its function does not seem to be properly understood. Yet
it is a simpl'e instrument, but 1ot a pair of scissors,
ay the mame of the bird would lead one to bhelieve.

Seen from the side the beak is like a pair of
scigsors, siree it is compressed into tlat blades. The
lower blade is four inches long, its point 1is rounded
and edge sharp. The upper blade is stouter and strongar,
its extremity is more pointed and falls short of the
iower blade by about three-quarters of an inch. Thus,
looking at it trom the side, we see something like a
pair of scissors. But this is not horne out lv\ the e(]g,eﬂ
of the blades. That of the lower blade is sharp and




cutting, but the edge of the upper blade ?sxnzlch.hr.'wh:r
and has a groove ranningjalong its \vll"‘{ lengih, Into
this groove the edge of the lowver blade fits when the
beak is tightly closad. The implement, therefore, is not
a pair of scissors. T'he blades do mnot s'ice against, they
it into one another. The o)ject between them is, not
cut across; it is rather held in a vice-like grip between
interlocking blades.

Now let us watch the implement at jEwork. The
bird is fishing. It usually hunts over shallow water at
the edge of the main stream. Skimming gracefu
close to the surface, with head lowered, beak wide opean, it
thrusts the lower blade of the scissors like a cutwater
into the stream, From time to time it jerke its head
and the blades come together with a snap. As a rule
the beak is empty, but sometimes we see a fish between
the blades. The capturo is caught transversely in the
instrument. But che bird quickly turas is through a
right angle and swallows it heid first. Thus we see
that the beak is an instrument for gripping, also,
remark ably modified for fishing. For the lower blade
as I have said, projects beyoid the upper blade, and
this allows the tip of the lower blade to be immersed
while the upper blade is raised clear of the water. 1 he
bird is, therefore, not a “shearshill” nor a “‘seissorshiil Such
namesdo notdescribe the funection of the beak. 1 he lower blade
is a cutwater driven through the stream until it happens
to strike a fish. When this occurs the blades come
together and the ecapture is gripped in the vice. 'The
beak is thus purely a fish-catching apparatus. So
efficient is it that the bird can cut the stream where
the water is only one ineh in depth.

What has misled observers with respect to the
Secissors-bill iz the fact that itsstomach is almost always
found empty, or, at least, containing nothing beyond "a
little oil. But this does not mean that they do not
cateh fish; on the contrary it is due to their fishing being
so effective that they capture enough in a few hours (o
enable them to enjoy long periods of rest. The evening
i1s the time whe1 I see them fishing. During the day
they rest on the sand, and it is thea that co lectors
are likely to get specimens. But thisis the time when
the birde: are inagtive and their stomachs coutain only
oil. If the Scissbrs-bill is shot while hunting the stream
its stomach will be found full of figsh, 1] hey are of
different sizes and bear the marks of the bird’s beak.
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I'liese marks show the gripping power of the instrument,
hree cuts are to be seen across the tish, A single one
on one side made by the lower blade, and two cuts on
the opposite side made by the upper blade. They confirm
my view of the function of the beak. If a dead tish
is Introduced between the blades three similar cuts will
be made on it whea the beak is tightly compressed.

R, W. G, HiNestoN.

Major, I. M. &

Is there more than one bear in the District ?

I have received the Oectober number of the Journal
here in England and was very interested to read Mr.
Crees’ notes on the bears. Shortly put he recognises a
heavy animal with hroad blaut head and two lighter
types with narrower longer heads, and the great 'ques-
tion is whether these latter are only the young
of the first type or whether they are mature animals
of another race or even species. If it could be ghown
that some of these smaller bears are really fully grown
then the existence of a second race would have to
be allowed. The difficulty is how to tell the age of
the bear. The shikari’s method by counting - the lobes
of the liver as quoted by Mr. Cress is not at all likely
to be of any use, for ontire'y fresh lobes are not to
be expected after birth. The presence of the second set
of teeth is of no use here for the milk teeth are lost
while the cubs are still small. And even the sexual
Organs mature too early to give any indication whether
the bear is fully grown or not. Being ignorant of
any method myself, I took advantage of a visit to
London to see Mr. Hinton at the Natural History Museum
at South Kensington and- together we examined what
bear’s skulls they have there. It was at once evident
that the state of the teeth is no guide, for some of the
teeth of mere cubs were far more worn than those of
some fully grown specimens. But an apparently pretty
safe guide was found in the bony ridges on the upper
surface of the skull. They serve for the attachment of
the temporal muscles which move the jaw aud while
the ridges could not be found at all on the skull of




a. small -ecnb which has a perfectly rounded top they

were as prominent ag a hoats' keel on the oldest spe-

cimeng, ( Probably some allowarce wonld have to be
made for sex in judging age in this way ). Another
aseful indication of age is the visibility of the sutures
or jointing lines betwean fthe different hores of the
skull, but this wou!d require the gskull to be well
oleaned first. Has Mr, Crees’ kept the skulls of the
hears’ he mentionel? If so these ridges would help
_towards a solution of the prob'em.

Mr. Hinton informed me that at the Museum they
are working at a new edition of the “Mamma'!’ vo'ume
of the Fauna of India series and that whi'e examining
the few skulls and skins of hears that they have there
they had been struck by the differeirce in the hair
and the shapes of the skul's and are consequently
quite prepared to believe that the case cou!d be made
out for two forms. Unfortunate'y they have not many skins
or even gkulls from our Distriect and Mr. liinton hae
asked me to appeal for contributiors. Many shikaris
who want their sking might le ab'e to spare the skull
which should have a rote of the date, sex and loeality
on the label. The Museum authorities wou'd naturally
be still more pleased to have the skirs as well and
are prepared to pay a reasonable price to get them,
However I hope that any one able to send to the
British Museum would first let Mr. Inglis see the skulls
and skins so that records eou'd be made and this ques-
tion thrashed out here, And of course we shou!d like
to have and-publish records of any small bears whether
given ‘to the British or Darjeeling Museums or not.
Probably many of -our readers could help in this matter.

G. E. SHAW.
17, St. Mary’s Road,
Tonbridge, Kent.
4th December 1926.

Fthics of shooting game with the aid of
3 Artificial Light,

Whether this is right or wrong must greatly depend
on  the view point and circumstance of the hunter,

I am dealing only with the sbooting of tiger and
‘eopard. Personally I have not indulged in the aid of

e




wrtificial light but that is perhaps because [ dwell in
a land of tigers, and to those similarly situated, I do
not think this aid would appeal. But there are many
whose business in life keeps them far from the haunts
of the tiger, and whose visits to a forest are few and
far between, also the depth of whose purses prec ude
a'l the necessary and expengive Landclust of a spectacular
shoot.

What are these men to do, with only a few days
eave. if unsuccessful in securing a tiger by daylight ?
Are they to give up all attempts at getting -one ? Is
the tiger more easily bagged by sitting up at night
ghan by sitting up in daylight ? I question this. ‘Irue
one muast miss all the charm attached to sitting up by
daylight or moonlight, but as the obtaining of a successiu!
shot is che main object of sittirg up, the meaus emp ojed
must be left to the tastes of the shikari, so lorg as
those means are legitimate and conform to the game

laws of the country.

Pergonally I cannot agree that the use of artifeial
light in moderation is unsportsmanlike ard I do rot
think the tiger has any more sporting chance by day
than by night, in fact less so in daylight as the target

offered is more conspicuous. 'l he great objection to the use
of artificial licht seems to me that more animals are
possibly wouuded by this method than is the case by
daylight ; and statistics by those who habitually use
alectric light would be instructive.

Hasgimara H. =V O}DeoNBE.
25th Awugust 1927 e

A Birthday Present.

Some years. ago I got khubber of a tiger kill near
Ramshai. It was my birthday and therefore a good
oxcuse for a well-earned holiday so off I went in the car
with my cook, bedding and sufficient food for the day.
[ found the kill wag quite close to but en the " far
side of the Jaldacca river.

[ got into the maclan about 3 o’clock aud about
half an hour later thought I was In luck’s way as
[ heard a noise to my left, presumably the tiger returning
to the kill. After a breathless moment of surprise
vothivg but a pig appeared followed by a small sounder
of about a. dozen irdividuals. It was most amusing




watehing their noseing about and to see the commotio
when liis Ilighness, an enormous boar, arrived on the
scene, the smuller pigs scuttling away and keeplig
their distance from him. [ noticed one very lean |)1‘.<)‘.\':1'
tooking pig, that was obviously placed as a seatinel:
it never grubbed at all and was uneasy the ‘}\’vav
Jdme. It gallopel off shortly afterwards immediately
folloved by the rest. Something had upset them but what
it was I don't know : may be it was the proximity to
the kill, but at the time I thought it heralded the
approach of the tiger and so was on the qui wive, but
nothing happened. i

[t being Decem!er it got dark soon after 5 o'clock
but having nothing to do and only a tiny le:m-to‘ét‘ef-n
to go back to, I thought I might just as well stay in
the mackan for a bit. It was a piteh black gnight
about an hour later when I heard the tiger on the
kill, I had no torch but took a snap-shot at where
[ thought the beast might be on the off chance of
getting it; immediately after the ghoc I heard the
sound of some animal running away, so called up the
mahout with the elephant and returned to my tent a
greatly disgusted man.

Next morning I went along to see if the tiger had
returned to the kill, and to my surprise found it lying
stone.dead with its head inside the ecarcase. I had, by
an  extraordinary fluke, shot it clean through the heart
and could not have made a better shot had it been
broad daylight instead of the blackest night possible.
What the animal was that rau away I don’t know,
hut rather faney it may have been another tiger.

W BL Brwiep;

A Leopard’s Boldness.

The facts I put down were experienced by a friend
and "near mneighbour.

While he, his wife and children and another gentleman
wore driving home one night, rounding a bend in the
road, just outside his bungalow compound gate, they
came on to a large leopard on the road, crouched and
veady to spring, It was a dark night and the ecar's
powerful head lights were being wused, and, as the
distance between the car and leopard was a short one.
a4 very good view was obtained.




md drew up the oar just as the leopard
he road on to a cow which had got lett out
but, although the whole incident was over
gnort spaca QL2

ime, the occupants of the
leopard spring and make its kill in the
o® the head lamps. The noise of the
which was still ranni 1o did not seem to dis-

the leopard at all, for, after making his kill,

o il
half lifted it on his shoulders and proceeded to drag
through the tea.

[ am very keen on shikar, but no authority,
pen these lines in support of the statement
the leopard is bholder, as a rule, chan his
cousin the tiger. Can any of your readers
this give an instance of a tiger doing any-

pold- and, “in F twav. courageous ?

A. C. RIGRETTS.
I'aipoo Tea Asst.,

Gangaram P, O.,
'_,)/‘[// A\’I)/‘(‘l)l])(’)' ]936-

[It would be interesting to learn what method
the leopard. employed to kill its vietim. Dunbar
Brander writes:-- In killing their prey, leopards usually
seize the animal by the throat and hang on until
death by loss of blood and strangulation ensues. They
will often eclasp the animal round the shoulders
with their forepaws ,as well.” Ed ].

CBITUARY.
The Late Mr. A. Wright.

Since the publication of our last issue we have
lost a keen .supporter in the person of Mr. A. Wright
who for years resided at Tindharia. He passed away
in the Presidency General Hospital on the 26th January.

The late Mr. Wright was a keen and efficient
naturalist and, while working on the Darjeeling Himalayan
Railway, he took up the study of snakes and collected
vigorously for some years. He knew those of this
district well and got some rare species which, we believe,
he sent to Col. Wall I. M. S. the great authority on
Indian Snakes. Even after retirement he kept up this
hobby and our museum is indebted to him for our
only specimens of Russel’s Viper (Vipera russelli) and the
Banded Krait (Bungarus fasciatus-)




He was also an enthusiastic and
and many of his trophies adorn our wa's8.

A notice of his death has already appe ired
Darjeeling Times of the 16th February but we coul
let 1t pass without a few words of :L[1l>1’<‘|'7 vbion

he did for us. po

EDITOR.

Darjeeling
l

Sth ;1[1‘1'7' 19%7.

EDITORIAL.

There only remains for ug 0 make some Te-
marks on our Journal and to give our financial
position during the past year.

The = Jowrmal —With this number we complete
our- first volume. It iz still a very modest ove
We regret to say this but it has not had
the necessary  support which we consider it
deserves. We would like to impress on our members
that, in the words of Lord Lytton - “Mr. Inglie cannot
maintain this Museum sing-e handed > and we eanno
hope to inecrease the sizo of the Journal, or even
sarry on with it, without the co-operation of our mem-
bers. At present we have only fifteen econtributors, in-
cluding the Editor, not quite a quarter of our
member roll. This is eertainly an advance on our
first number but mnot at all what it should be, congi
dering our members are practically all  sportsmen
and must have much interesting information to impart.
We are at present left with few articles 1n hand, except
our own, for our next number 8o hope members will
“bhuck up” and inundate us with material, otherwise
we shall have to go into liquidation. We have heaps
of space and don’t mind how long jour articles are,
in fact, the longer the better We have not, as yet,
had a single article on fishing topics from those
who figh; our only “Fisherman’s Story ” being about
a driger ! Won’t somebody make a start % Mﬂ\l‘ [ also
ask those who ’[//‘h'/]}[,\f(] articles to sit down .;1‘1‘(1 pen
them and eend them im. to. help wus on with our next
Journal, We were ],ymnisml artic’es on bears, leopards,
wild dogs &ec., and I hope these lines will ecatech the
oyes of those who promised them.




We must thank those who have so cordially responded
to. our -appeal and hope that they will coutinue to
support us even more energetically. Our ambition I8
to make our Journal one worthy of - the distriet  in

which we live and to have it fully illustrated, but,
for this, we require the utmost support from all our
members both. in sending in material with which to
swell it and on getting others to join the Society and
thus swell our purse so as to enable us to spend more
money on 1¢,

It may not be out of place to print here what
he “Englishman” said in a leading article in its issue
of the 12th July in connection with the Society and
the Journal.

Those who imagine that the imhabitants of Da rjeeling
are given up eatirely to frivolous diversions wiil be
surprised to hear of the exiscerce in that station of a
Natural Fistory Society, Even Calcutta with her
much-vaunted inte'lectual activity has not yet achieved
this distinetion, though it must be admitted that the
slopes of the FHimalayas afford more scope for parsuits
of this kind than the flats of Bengal. The district of
Darjeeling and the regions round about present such a
wonderful diversity of natural conditions that it is ouly
to be expected that the fauna should be equally diversified.
[t offers indeed almost unrivalled opportunisies for the
discovery of new orat least. rare species of birds, insects
and even  animals and, ircidentally, of thereby im-
mortalising oneself. There is a local Museum always
ready to receive suech specimens and, it may be added
for the benefit of visitors to Darjeeling, this building
already containg a collection of butterfiies that is
believed to be unique. The Society was started about
three years ago for the purpose among others, of
enriching the museum in other respects and making
it as representative as possible of the wonderful fauna
of the surrounding country. One regrets, however, to
learn, that while the harvest is so abundant, the
labourers are yet comparatively few in number, Nover-
theless, they have now ventured to publish a Journal
to which H. E. Sir Hugh Stephenson hLas accorded
hig b'essing. It is noteworthy in thig conuection that both
the late Lord Carmichae! and the Earl of Lytton have
shown a warm personal interest in the weifare of the
Darjee'ing Museum.”

o)
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¢ Our donation box shown some. increase. In 1925-26
; we

Rs, 10 .Miss Topsy Lister, who gave us Rs. § last year,
1s now enrolled as a full member. We have also to
thauk the local firms and private persons, mentioned
in the following list, for so kindly giving us their support.
We append a Statement showing the amounts of
pecuniary donations received.
Jaldacca Fighing Club, Jalpaiguri... Rs 200 0 0
Darjeeling Shooting and Fishing Club. 1000~ 1)
VEn. W L Travers, G: TSR0k SH,.
M. L. C., Baradighi T, E. it A0
Mr. G. Making Smith, Samastipur, Bihar,, 10
Messrs. Vado and Pliva ... At 10
Hall and Anderson & Co. ... 10
Boseck & Co, ... 10
Smith Stanistreet & Co. ... 10
Whiteaway Laidlaw & Co. ... 10
Harrison, Hathaway & Co. ... 10
The Rendezvous e 10
Parvion i e 5
= P. C. Banerjee ... A 5
Smaller donations in donation hox ... 102

”

et =l = e W e o B o

got Rs. Rs. 64-12-3 in small donations and during last
year Rs.102-1-9 or an increase of Rs. 85-7-6.

Acknowledgments :--We have again to thank Their
Excellencies Lord and Lady Lytton for their continued
interest in- the Museum and our work.

Mr. W. P. Field very kindly did some energetic
canvassing on our behalf and a good number of our
new members are due to him. We are very grateful
for his valuable help,

I am also indebted to Messrs. Shaw, Shebbeare and
Gwyther for much help. The former, unfortunately for
us, was home for a large pirt of the year but, having now
returned with an extra supply of energy ,we expect wonder-
ful results to our Journal. The latter very kindly let his
draughtsman print any labels that were required.

Our Chairman Mr. P. H. Waddell left us in De-
cember and Mr, D. H. Wares has taken over his work.
I must thank him, the Committee and Messrs. Hopkyns
and Jamieson, Revenue Secretaries, for all their kind
help and advice.

Thanks are also due to those who have so kindly
assisted us with material for the Museum.




