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(a) member Of the shikar party in the wild
boar huntwhich is illegal under theWildlife
(Protection)Act, 1972."

Vikram Jit Singh replies The 1eport that
Mr Kumar refers to is part of a series of I
have been doing since lastNovemberwhena

farmer died and another was
Shot in Kambwalg village in the

SPECIAL Morn: foothiis, 40 km trom
Chandigarh.

Mr Kumar's regional repre-
sentative, Conservator DK.

spend his pre-
cious time
searching for
my address
which is: The
Indian Ex-

4
press Chandi-

garh.
To save some more ofMr Kumar's time,

'

here's a summary. My reports have shown
how bunting of wild boars by the landed gen
try, big businessmen from Chandigarh,Mo-
hali and Panchkula, bank officials, local
sh'karis farmers police officials and bureau
crits is rampant in this died The culprits
were never caught and forest officials had no
doubt that therewas no poaching in the area.
Haryana DeputyChiefWildlifeWardenR.S.
Lamba has vouched for it, saying there was

di

conscientious officer. In fact, so
conscientious thatwithin four days

to take legal action against, hold

dian Express on how Punjab VIPs are hunt-
ing boars in violation of the law, Kumar
wrote "A readingof the article shows that the
author, Shri Vikram Jit Sigh, has also been

q

ot fhe Indian Eaprss iport expos
ing illegal hunting, he says hewants

yourbreath, our reporter!
# dwith a single-

Referring to a report in The In
barrel 12 bore

Sharma, toldme he hasn't sent anyofmy re-
ports, published in The Indian Express in
Chandigarh. to the Mitustry I suggest that

gunmaking a
"no shikar"m the area

Three separate
wildlife warden, the DFO and themspector

getaway from a

Mr Kumar call for these details rather than

ui

investigating the case said the
; farmerswere not shot bypoachers,

despite the villagers insisting they
were. I reported this in The Indian +

Express onNovember 22, 2000, un-
der the titles, 'Blood brothers:,
Beating the ban at Morn? and
"Caseofcontradictoryclaims

Even twomonths later, nothmg
has changed though villagers say

\ they have identified the hunters
who, according to them, belong to
Panchkula The suspects are re-
ported to have been questioned
though no arrests have beenmade

On December 11, The Indian
Express carried a report filedbyme
from the Ropar Kandi area -

stretching fram Noorpur Bedtan
to Phurkhali and on to the Siswan
Shiwalik belt, a drive of about one

Express nails forest dept lie ;
to one-and-a-half-hours from
Chandigarh. The Ropar tracts are
home to nearly 10,000 boars, 600
samibhars and partridges, peahens
and red jungle fowl in large num-
bers.'The report said, "The VIPs-.
among the shikatis known to fre-
quent the Ropar belt, especially
over the weekend, include some
JAS and IPS officers, an MLA, a
minister, scions of certam royal
families, landlords, a former
SpeakeroftheAssembly ard exec-
utive engineersof the imgation de-
partment They come from all over
- Chandigarh, Nabha, Patiala
and Jalandhar "As many as 92
poaching cases are in court while
another 49 are at the challan stage poaching 1s neither a clandestine
here But Ropar circle wildlife in- operation, nor undertaken by m
spector Balwinder Singh was cer-

reports, from thehunt in the
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4}

tain about one thing: "There are
«

no VIPs involvedin these cases
They aremostly small farmersand .

local people," he said.He also said
that hunting was ¢arried out in a.
very clandestine mannerand at
might In fact, senor wildlife offi-
cials stay away from the hunting-
prone areas and leave the effort to
checkpoaching to lower-level field
staffwho are easily ittumidated by
VIPs

Thatwas why I decided to join
a day-long hunt to prove that hunt-
ing was indeed bemg indulged in
frequently by the VIPs though the
wildlife departmentswere denying
it I returned to report on how

farmers operating alone
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